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T
his novel has been com

posed from
 text copied from

 the com
puter gam

e
P

lanescape: T
orm

ent by B
lack Isle Studios. It w

as turned into a novel by R
hyss

H
ess, and typeset by L

ucian W
ischik. (T

here is a separate novel called just
“T

orm
e

nt”, base
d on the plot and cha

racters o
f the co

m
p

ute
r ga

m
e

, a
nd w

ritte
n b

y
R

a
y a

nd V
a

le
rie

 V
a

lle
sse

). R
hyss w

rite
s:

“E
ve

n a
fte

r p
la

ying P
la

ne
sca

pe
: T

o
rm

e
nt se

ve
ra

l tim
e

s, I fo
und I w

a
s still

inte
re

ste
d in go

ing ba
ck a

nd re
p

la
ying so

m
e

 sce
ne

s, just to re
a

d thro
ugh the

exce
lle

nt dia
lo

g a
ga

in. W
hat I rea

lly w
o

uld ha
ve

 liked w
o

uld ha
ve

 bee
n a listing

o
f the dia

lo
gs in the ga

m
e

, w
hich bro

ught abo
ut the pro

ject yo
u are read

ing he
re.”

“I de
cide

d not to lite
ra

lly p
ull the

 d
ia

lo
g tre

e
s fro

m
 the

 ga
m

e
, since

 in a
 line

a
r

form
a

t like this it w
o

uld ha
ve

 m
a

de for ve
ry aw

kw
a

rd read
ing. Instead, I fo

llow
ed

o
ne

 p
a

th thro
u

g
h the

 ga
m

e
, cre

a
ting a

 w
ritte

n sto
ry fro

m
 the

 so
u

rce
 m

a
te

ria
l. T

he
quoted speech, alo

ng w
ith m

uch o
f the othe

r m
a

teria
l, is take

n directly fro
m

 the
ga

m
e

 a
nd o

nly lightly e
d

ite
d.”

“It is p
o

ssib
le

 to re
a

d
 the

 e
ntire

, co
n

tinuo
us sto

ry. I ha
ve

 sup
pre

sse
d

 m
uch o

f the
co

m
ba

t in the
 ga

m
e

 to co
nce

ntra
te

 o
n the

 sto
ry a

n
d

 the
 inte

ra
ctio

n w
ith the

cha
ra

cte
rs, a

nd
 so

m
e

 se
ctio

ns a
nd

 cha
ra

cte
rs ha

ve
 b

e
e

n e
ntire

ly o
m

itte
d

. E
ve

n so
,

the e
ntire docum

e
nt runs to o

ve
r 150,000 w

ords. It is also possib
le to skip to

ce
rta

in  se
ctio

ns, re
-re

a
d

ing se
le

cte
d

 p
o

rtio
n

s o
f the

 sto
ry, ho

p
e

fully a
llow

in
g yo

u
a

 ne
w

 cha
nce

 to a
p

p
re

cia
te

 the
 w

riting, o
r p

e
rha

p
s d

isco
ve

ring a
 d

ia
lo

g o
p

tio
n yo

u
ha

d not inve
stiga

te
d be

fo
re

.”

“If b
y cha

nce
 yo

u a
re

 re
a

d
ing this w

itho
ut first ha

vin
g p

la
ye

d
 P

la
ne

sca
p

e
:

T
orm

e
nt, a

nd
 w

ha
t yo

u re
a

d
 is o

f a
ny inte

re
st a

t a
ll, ge

t the
 ga

m
e

 a
nd

 p
la

y it; the
a

ctua
l ga

m
e

, includ
ing e

xce
lle

nt vo
ice

-a
ctin

g, m
usic, a

rt a
nd

 ga
m

e
 syste

m
, is a

m
uch riche

r e
xpe

rie
nce

.”

“I w
ould ask that if this docu

m
e

nt is distributed in a
ny fo

rm
 that it be kept intact

a
nd

 u
ncha

nge
d

, a
nd

 tha
t no fe

e
 b

e
 cha

rge
d

 in a
sso

cia
tio

n w
ith such d

istrib
utio

n.
T

ha
nks to the

 e
ntire

 te
a

m
 a

t B
la

ck Isle
 w

hich w
o

rke
d

 o
n P

la
ne

sca
p

e
: T

orm
e

nt,
e

sp
e

cia
lly tho

se
 re

sp
o

nsib
le

 fo
r the

 sto
ry a

nd
 d

ia
lo

g.”
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he T

ranscendent O
ne
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N
ordom

 blinked, the shutters of his eyes kliking rapidly,
then the shutters contracted to points, as if he w

as squinting at
m

e. “Y
o

u
r vo

ice x-ceed
s stan

d
ard

 reco
gn

ized
 p

aram
eters.”
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r a
m

o
m

en
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en
 h

is cro
ssb

o
w
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egin
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d tw
anging in h
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h

an
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o
rd
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m
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o

u h
elp

ed
 N

o
rd

o
m

 fin
d

h
is id
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A
 m

an
, a m

o
rtal m

an
, sto

od
 on

 th
e b

attlem
en

ts o
f a fo

rtress.
H

is frien
d

s h
ad

 b
een sen

t to
 S

igil. T
h

e sh
ad

o
w

s w
h

ich
 o

n
ce

ro
am

ed
 th

e h
alls b

en
eath h

im
 h

ad
 b

een
 set free. T

h
e cren

ellated
w

all h
is h

an
d

s rested
 u

po
n

 w
as n

o
 

lo
n

ger 
sh

arp-ed
ged

, 
bu

t
cru

m
b

lin
g, as if th

e regrets w
h

ich
 o

n
ce su

stain
ed

 it h
ad

 fad
ed

aw
a

y. T
h

e m
an

 stared
 at n

o
th

in
g, tho

u
gh

t o
f n

oth
in

g, in a rare
m

o
m

en
t o

f p
eace in

 h
is lives. S

oo
n

, h
is fate w

o
u

ld
 catch

 up
 to

h
im

, an
d

 h
e w

o
u

ld
 take h

is place in
 th

e B
loo

d
 W

ar. B
u

t no
t ju

st
yet.
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d
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r 
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m
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m
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h

en
 s

h
e 
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d
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u
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it 
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o
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n

es
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h
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h
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d
,
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d

 
h
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h
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d
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h

tly
 

to
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m

y 
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m
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T
h
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b
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h
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h
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it 
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a
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“W
ell, I could go w

ith
 yo

u
 an

yw
ay, ch

ief, if yo
u

 w
an

ted
 m

e
to

 —
 I m

ean
, w

e've b
een

 th
ro

u
gh w

o
rs—

”
N

O
T 

T
H

IS 
T

IM
E. PE

R
H

A
PS 

O
N

E 
D

A
Y

 
Y

O
U

 
A

N
D

 I 
W

IL
L 

M
E

E
T

A
G

A
IN

, O
N

 A
N

O
T

H
E

R P
L

A
N

E. B
U

T N
O

T N
O

W
. M

o
rte stared

 at m
e

fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, th

en sigh
ed

.
“N

o
t to

 get all m
isty-e

yed
, b

ut, u
h

, it’s b
een

 a p
leasu

re,
ch

ief.”
FA

R
E

W
E

L
L, M

O
R

T
E. I tu

rn
ed to A

n
n

ah
.

A
N

N
A

H. A
R

E Y
O

U
 

A
L

L 
R

IG
H

T? A
n

n
ah

’s e
yes w

id
en

ed
 as I

ad
d

ressed
 h

er.
“W

h
 

—
 

w
h

at happened ta 
yeh? 

Y
er 

vo
ice 

—
 

it’s 
like

ech
o

es, it is.”
I H

A
V

E C
H

A
N

G
E

D
. I A

M
 SO

M
E

T
H

IN
G E

L
S

E N
O

W
, A

N
D

 I C
A

N
N

O
T

R
E

M
A

IN
 H

E
R

E M
U

C
H L

O
N

G
E

R. I W
IL

L R
E

T
U

R
N

 Y
O

U
 T

O
 S

IG
IL, IF

Y
O

U
 W

IS
H IT.

“W
h

—
” A

n
n

ah
 op

en
ed

 h
er m

o
u

th
, th

en p
au

sed. “W
h

 —
W

h
ere are yeh go

in
'?”

M
A

N
Y

 A
R

E T
H

E C
R

IM
E

S T
H

A
T W

E
R

E C
O

M
M

IT
T

E
D

 W
H

E
N

 M
Y

M
O

R
T

A
L

IT
Y

 A
N

D
 I W

E
R

E SP
L

IT. T
H

E
S

E C
R

IM
E

S C
A

R
R

Y
 A…

 PR
IC

E.
T

H
E

R
E IS A P

L
A

C
E R

E
SE

R
V

E
D

 FO
R O

N
E

S S
U

C
H A

S I O
N

 T
H

E L
O

W
E

R

P
L

A
N

E
S . IT IS…

 PU
N

IS
H

M
E

N
T O

F A S
O

R
T.

“B
u

t I…
 I d

on
’t w

ant yeh
 ta go

.”
I 

W
IL

L 
N

O
T 

FO
R

G
E

T 
H

O
W

 
M

U
C

H 
Y

O
U

 
W

E
R

E 
W

IL
L

IN
G

 
T

O

S
A

C
R

IFIC
E  FO

R M
E, A

N
N

A
H.

A
n

n
ah

 
n

od
d

ed. 
S

h
e 

loo
ked

 
like 

sh
e 

w
as 

ab
o

u
t 

to
 

say
so

m
eth

in
g else, b

u
t th

en
 fell silen

t —
 b

ut th
e u

n
sp

o
ken

 th
ou

gh
t

re
m

ain
ed

 in
 h

er m
in

d
, lin

gerin
g.

I D
O

 N
O

T N
E

E
D

 Y
O

U
R W

O
R

D
S T

O
 K

N
O

W
 Y

O
U

R H
E

A
R

T, A
N

N
A

H.
FA

R
E

W
E

L
L.

I tu
rn

ed
 to

 D
ak'ko

n
.

D
A

K’K
O

N
 O

F S
H

R
A’K

T’L
O

R, L
A

ST W
IE

L
D

E
R 

O
F 

T
H

E 
K

A
R

A
C

H

B
L

A
D

E . A
s h

e h
eard

 m
y w

o
rd

s, D
ak'ko

n
 slo

w
ly n

o
d

d
ed.

“Y
o

u
r vo

ice…
 h

ave yo
u

 at last co
m

e to
 

know
 yo

u
rself?”

Y
E

S. 
IT 

W
A

S 
A…

 
D

IFFIC
U

L
T 

T
H

IN
G

, 
A

N
D

 
IT 

C
O

S
T 

M
A

N
Y

L
IFE

T
IM

E
S . 

M
A

N
Y

 
SU

FFE
R

E
D

 
SO

 
T

H
A

T
 

I 
M

IG
H

T 
K

N
O

W
 

M
Y

S
E

L
F

A
G

A
IN

.
“T

h
e know

ing o
f o

n
e’s self is a d

ifficu
lt p

ath
.”

IN
 

K
N

O
W

IN
G

 
IT, I K

N
O

W
 

W
H

E
R

E
 I 

SH
A

L
L 

SO
O

N
 

B
E 

B
O

U
N

D
.

T
IM

E A
N

D
 FA

T
E C

O
M

E H
E

R
E E

V
E

N
 A

S W
E SP

E
A

K, A
N

D
 I W

IL
L N

O
T

B
E H

E
R

E M
U

C
H L

O
N

G
E

R. I W
IL

L R
E

T
U

R
N

 Y
O

U
 T

O
 SIG

IL, D
A

K’K
O

N
,

IF Y
O

U
 W

IS
H. D

ak'ko
n

 fell silen
t fo

r a m
o

m
en

t; w
h

en
 h

e sp
o

ke
again

, h
is vo

ice w
as sh

arp
, as if se

verin
g a lin

k.
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T
he

 T
ra

ns
ce

nd
en

t O
ne

“A
s 

I 
se

e 
it,

 I
 h

av
e 

tw
o

 c
h

o
ic

es
 —

 e
ith

er
 I

 k
ill

 u
s 

bo
th

, 
o

r 
I

le
t 

yo
u

 k
ill

 m
e 

a
ga

in
 a

n
d

 a
ga

in
, 

lo
si

n
g 

w
h

at
 f

e
w

 p
ie

ce
s 

o
f 

m
y

m
in

d
 I

 h
av

e 
le

ft.
 I

 t
h

in
k 

I'd
 p

re
fe

r 
w

e 
b

o
th

 d
ie

 —
 

U
N

L
E

S
S 

yo
u

h
av

e 
a T

H
IR

D
 s

o
lu

tio
n

.”
T

H
E

R
E
 IS

 N
O

 O
T

H
E

R
 R

E
SO

L
U

T
IO

N
 T

O
 T

H
IS

 M
A

T
T

E
R
.

“I
 t

h
in

k 
th

er
e 

is
 —

 w
e 

ca
n

 b
ec

o
m

e 
o

n
e 

ag
ai

n
, 

as
 w

e 
w

er
e

m
ea

n
t.

”
Y

O
U

 K
N

O
W

 N
O

T
 W

H
A

T
 Y

O
U

 D
O

. 
IF

 W
E
 A

R
E
 R

E
-U

N
IT

E
D

, 
T

H
E

N

IT
 S

H
A

L
L
 B

E
 A

N
 E

N
D

IN
G

. T
H

E
R

E
 S

H
A

L
L
 B

E
 N

O
 F

U
TU

R
E
 F

O
R
 U

S.
 W

E

S
H

A
L

L
 G

O
 O

N
 T

O
 F

U
R

T
H

E
R
 T

O
R

M
E

N
T

S.
“I

t 
is

 b
et

te
r t

ha
t 

h
ap

p
en

 t
h

an
 t

h
e 

m
u

lti
ve

rs
e 

co
n

tin
u

es
 t

o
su

ffe
r 

b
ec

au
se

 o
f u

s.
”

IF
 W

E
 B

E
C

O
M

E
 O

N
E
, 

W
E
 S

H
A

L
L
 S

U
FF

E
R
. 

T
H

E
R

E
 I

S 
T

O
O

 M
U

C
H

O
F 

T
H

E
 N

A
T

U
R

E
 O

F 
T

H
E
 F

IR
ST

 O
N

E
 IN

 U
S 

FO
R
 U

S 
T

O
 B

E
 S

A
V

E
D

. W
E

S
H

A
L

L
 B

E
 D

A
M

N
E

D
. Y

O
U

 K
N

O
W

 N
O

T
 W

H
A

T
 Y

O
U

 D
O

.
“N

o
, 

I 
kn

o
w

 v
er

y 
w

el
l w

h
at

 I
 d

o
. A

n
d

 I
 th

in
k 

th
is

 is
 t

h
e 

on
ly

an
sw

er
. 

P
re

p
ar

e 
yo

u
rs

el
f.”

K
N

O
W

 
T

H
A

T
 

I 
H

A
V

E
 

A
L

W
A

Y
S 

H
A

T
E

D
 

Y
O

U
, 

B
R

O
K

E
N

 
O

N
E
.

W
H

E
N

 W
E
 A

R
E
 O

N
E
, 

I 
W

IL
L
 C

O
N

T
IN

U
E
 T

O
 H

A
T

E
 Y

O
U

. 
W

H
E

N
 Y

O
U

R

S
H

E
L

L
 D

IE
S 

A
T
 L

A
S

T
, 

K
N

O
W

 T
H

A
T
 I

 S
H

A
L

L
 T

A
K

E
 P

L
E

A
SU

R
E
 I

N

Y
O

U
R
 D

E
A

T
H
.

“I
 c

an
 li

ve
 w

ith
 t

h
at

 —
 a

nd
 s

o
 c

an
 t

h
e 

p
la

n
es

.”
K

N
O

W
 T

H
A

T
 M

Y
 H

A
T

R
E

D
 F

O
R
 Y

O
U

 W
IL

L
 U

N
M

A
K

E
 T

H
E
 P

L
A

N
E

S.
PR

E
P

A
R

E
 Y

O
U

R
SE

L
F.

 W
E
 S

H
A

L
L
 B

E
 A

S 
O

N
E
 A

G
A

IN
 —

 U
N

T
IL

 Y
O

U
R

L
A

S
T
 M

O
M

E
N

T
S 

O
F 

L
IF

E
.

“V
er

y 
w

el
l. 

I 
a

m
 

re
ad

y 
to

 
b

ec
o

m
e 

m
o

rt
al

 
ag

ai
n

.”
 

M
y

m
o

rt
al

ity
 s

u
rr

en
d

er
ed

 i
ts

 w
ill

. 
F

in
al

ly
, 

a
fte

r 
so

 m
an

y 
lif

et
im

es
,

an
d

 d
ea

th
s,

 a
nd

 r
eg

re
ts

, 
w

e 
w

er
e 

o
n

e 
ag

ai
n

.
FA

R
E

W
E

L
L

* 
* 

*
I 

tu
rn

ed
, 

an
d

 c
al

le
d

 o
u

t 
M

o
rt

e’
s 

n
am

e.
 H

e 
d

ri
fte

d
 o

ve
r 

to
m

e.
“U

h
, 

ch
ie

f, 
w

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 y
o

u
r 

vo
ic

e?
”

I…
 A

M
 S

O
M

E
T

H
IN

G
 E

L
S

E
 N

O
W

. T
IM

E
 R

U
N

S 
S

H
O

R
T
, A

N
D

 S
O

O
N

T
IM

E
 A

N
D

 F
A

T
E
 W

IL
L
 C

A
T

C
H
 U

P 
W

IT
H

 M
E
. I

 W
IL

L
 R

E
T

U
R

N
 Y

O
U

 T
O

SI
G

IL
, M

O
R

T
E
, I

F 
Y

O
U

 W
IS

H
 IT

.
“W

h
 —

? 
R

et
u

rn
 m

e?
 W

h
at

 a
b

o
u

t yo
u?

 C
o

m
e 

o
n

, 
ch

ie
f, 

I
m

a
y 

b
e 

a c
ow

ar
d,

 b
u

t 
th

er
e’

s 
no

 w
a

y 
I'm

 l
ea

vi
n

g 
yo

u
 i

n
 t

h
is

p
la

ce
.”

M
A

N
Y

 A
R

E
 T

H
E
 C

R
IM

E
S 

T
H

A
T
 W

E
R

E
 C

O
M

M
IT

T
E

D
 W

H
E

N
 M

Y

M
O

R
T

A
L

IT
Y

 A
N

D
 I
 W

E
R

E
 S

P
L

IT
. 

T
H

E
S

E
 C

R
IM

E
S 

C
A

R
R

Y
 A

…
 P

R
IC

E
.

Y
O

U
 M

A
Y

 N
O

T
 G

O
 W

H
E

R
E

 I
 W

IL
L
 S

O
O

N
 B

E
.
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I now
 felt confidant that w

e could defeat m
y m

ortality, but
som

e of m
y com

rades m
ight die again in the process. B

esides,
m

y problem
s arose from

 the separation of m
y m

ortality, w
hich

destroying it w
ould not solve. I thought I knew

 of a w
ay to force

m
y m

ortality to rejoin m
e. It w

ould all depend on w
hether it

hated m
e enough to prefer destruction to the alternative. B

est of
all, none of m

y friends need die. I cried out.
“W

ait! I h
ave 

o
n

e 
fin

al 
q

u
estion

: 
W

h
at 

can
 

ch
an

ge 
th

e
n

atu
re o

f a m
an

?”
T

H
E Q

U
E

S
T

IO
N

 IS M
E

A
N

IN
G

L
E

S
S.

“N
o

n
eth

eless, b
efo

re th
ere is an

 end
in

g b
etw

een
 u

s, I w
ill

h
ear yo

u
r an

sw
er.”

T
H

E
N

 
T

H
IS 

IS 
M

Y
 

A
N

SW
E

R, 
A

N
D

 
Y

O
U

 
A

R
E 

T
H

E 
PR

O
O

F.
N

O
T

H
IN

G
 C

A
N

 C
H

A
N

G
E T

H
E N

A
T

U
R

E O
F A

 M
A

N
.

“If th
ere is an

yth
in

g I h
ave learn

ed
 in m

y travels acro
ss th

e
P

lan
es, it is th

at m
an

y th
in

gs m
a

y ch
an

g
e th

e n
atu

re o
f a m

an
.

W
h

eth
er regret, o

r lo
ve, o

r reven
ge o

r fear —
 w

h
atever yo

u
believe can

 ch
an

ge th
e n

atu
re o

f a m
an

, can
.”

T
H

E
N

 Y
O

U
 L

E
A

R
N

E
D

 A
 FA

L
S

E L
E

SSO
N

, B
R

O
K

E
N

 O
N

E.
“H

ave I? I've seen
 b

elief m
o

ve cities, m
ake m

en
 stave o

ff
d

eath
, 

and
 

tu
rn

 
an

 
evil’s 

h
ag 

h
eart 

h
alf-circle. 

T
h

is 
en

tire
F

o
rtress 

h
as 

b
een

 
co

n
stru

cted
 

fro
m

 
b

elief. 
B

elie
f 

d
a

m
n

ed
 

a
w

o
m

an
, w

h
o

se h
eart clu

n
g to

 th
e ho

p
e th

at ano
th

er lo
ved

 h
er

w
h

en
 h

e d
id no

t. O
n

ce, it m
ad

e a m
an

 seek im
m

o
rtality an

d
ach

ieve 
it. 

A
n

d
 

it 
h

as 
m

ad
e 

a 
p

o
stu

rin
g 

sp
irit 

thin
k 

it 
is

so
m

eth
in

g m
o

re th
an

 a p
art o

f m
e.”

Y
O

U
R D

E
FIA

N
C

E W
IL

L H
U

R
T Y

O
U

 M
O

R
E T

H
A

N
 A

N
Y

 W
O

U
N

D
 IN

T
H

IS  P
L

A
C

E. B
E

L
IE

F C
A

N
N

O
T C

H
A

N
G

E T
H

E N
A

T
U

R
E O

F A M
A

N
.

“I th
in

k it can
. I th

in
k b

elief co
u

ld
 even

 u
n

m
ake m

e, if I
b

elieved
 it enough.”

Y
O

U
 D

O
 N

O
T PO

SS
E

S
S T

H
E FO

R
C

E O
F W

IL
L FO

R SU
C

H
 A T

H
IN

G
.

“S
o

 yo
u

 ad
m

it it’s p
o

ssib
le.”

D
O

 N
O

T T
R

Y
 M

Y
 P

A
TIE

N
C

E, B
R

O
K

E
N

 O
N

E.
I fo

cu
sed

 m
y w

ill in
w

ard
s, cen

terin
g m

yself.
Y

O
U

 A
R

E A F
O

O
L T

O
 T

H
IN

K Y
O

U
 C

A
N

 A
C

H
IE

V
E S

U
C

H
 A T

H
IN

G
.

Y
O

U
 

C
A

N
 

B
A

R
E

L
Y

 
K

E
E

P 
Y

O
U

R 
O

W
N

 
T

A
T

T
E

R
E

D
 

M
IN

D
 

IN
T

A
C

T.
T

H
E

R
E IS N

O
W

H
E

R
E L

E
FT FO

R Y
O

U
 T

O
 FA

L
L, B

R
O

K
E

N
 O

N
E.

I kep
t fo

cu
sin

g.
ST

O
P. Y

O
U

 K
N

O
W

 N
O

T W
H

A
T Y

O
U

 D
O

.
“I kn

o
w

 w
h

at I d
o. Y

ou
 h

ave to
rm

en
ted

 m
e en

o
u

gh
, and

n
o

w
 it en

d
s.”

IF Y
O

U
 D

O
 T

H
IS T

H
IN

G
, W

E S
H

A
L

L B
E U

N
D

O
N

E. T
H

E
R

E IS N
O

O
N

E  FA
T

E H
E

R
E. Y

O
U

 D
E

S
T

R
O

Y
 U

S B
O

T
H.
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T
he

 T
ra

ns
ce

nd
en

t O
ne

“W
el

l, 
ye

ah
, 

ch
ie

f. 
It’

s 
n

o
t 

lik
e 

yo
u

'd
 d

ie
. 

I 
m

ea
n

, 
if 

yo
u

fa
ile

d
, 

yo
u

'd
 n

ee
d

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

to
 r

em
e

m
b

er
 f

o
r 

yo
u

. 
P

lu
s,

 y
o

u
kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 w

o
rt

h
le

ss
 I

 a
m

 i
n

 a
 f

ig
h

t 
—

 w
el

l, 
w

h
en

 I
'm

 n
o

t
ta

u
n

tin
g 

so
m

e 
m

a
ge

 o
r 

an
o

th
er

…
”

A
s 

m
y 

p
o

w
er

 
to

u
ch

ed
 

hi
m

, 
D

ak
'k

o
n

 
to

o
k 

a 
st

ag
ge

re
d

b
re

at
h

, 
th

en
 l

o
o

ke
d

 u
p 

w
ea

kl
y.

 I
t 

lo
o

ke
d

 l
ik

e 
h

e 
w

as
 b

ar
el

y
cl

in
gi

n
g 

to
 li

fe
.

“O
n

ce
, 

D
ak

'k
o

n
, 

yo
u

 
m

ad
e 

th
e 

P
ro

n
ou

n
ce

m
en

t 
o

f 
T

w
o

D
ea

th
s 

as
 O

n
e.

 It
 is

 th
at

 t
im

e.
”

A
s 

I 
sp

o
ke

 
th

e 
w

o
rd

s,
 

D
ak

'k
o

n
’s

 
e

ye
s 

cl
o

se
d

 
—

 
fo

r 
a

m
o

m
en

t,
 I

 t
h

ou
gh

t h
e 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
ho

ld
 o

n
 to

 li
fe

 a
n

y 
lo

n
ge

r 
—

 t
h

en
th

ey
 o

p
en

ed
, 

an
d

 h
is

 e
ye

s 
w

er
e 

n
o

 l
on

ge
r 

th
e 

d
ea

d
 b

la
ck

 I
re

m
e

m
b

er
ed

. 
In

st
ea

d
, 

th
ey

 c
ar

rie
d

 t
h

e 
m

et
al

 t
e

xt
u

re
 o

f 
h

is
 b

la
d

e,
an

d
 

I 
kn

ew
 

th
at

 
D

ak
'k

o
n

 
h

ad
 

b
ec

o
m

e 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
el

se
 

—
so

m
et

h
in

g 
fa

r 
m

o
re

 
p

o
w

er
fu

l. 
D

ak
'k

o
n

 
to

o
k 

a 
b

re
at

h,
 

th
en

st
ea

d
ie

d
 h

im
se

lf,
 h

is
 b

la
d

e sh
ar

pe
ni

ng
 a

s 
I 

w
at

ch
ed

.
“T

h
is

 b
la

d
e 

is
 y

o
u

rs
.”

I 
re

ac
h

ed
 o

ut
 w

ith
 m

y 
p

o
w

er
, 

th
er

e 
w

as
 a

 r
u

sh
 o

f 
ai

r,
 a

n
d

A
n

n
ah

 s
tir

re
d

 —
 s

h
e 

ra
is

ed
 h

er
 h

ea
d

 s
lo

w
ly

, 
th

en
 s

h
oo

k 
it,

co
n

fu
se

d
.

“I
 f

o
u

n
d

 m
y 

m
o

rt
al

ity
, 

A
n

n
ah

 —
 a

n
d 

it 
tu

rn
s 

o
ut

 i
t 

d
o

es
n

’t
lik

e 
m

e 
m

u
ch

. 
I n

ee
d

 y
o

u
r 

h
el

p
.”

A
n

n
ah

 e
ye

s 
to

o
k 

o
n

 a
 s

te
el

y 
gl

in
t,

 t
h

en
 s

h
e 

n
o

dd
ed

.
“I

'm
 g

o
n

n
a 

st
an

d
 b

y 
ye

h
.”

A
s 

m
y 

p
o

w
er

 t
o

u
ch

ed
 F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, 

sh
e 

ro
se

 d
iz

zi
ly

 t
o

h
er

 f
ee

t 
—

 e
ve

n
 d

is
o

rie
n

te
d

, 
sh

e 
so

m
eh

o
w

 m
an

ag
ed

 t
o

 m
ai

n
ta

in
h

er
 c

o
m

p
o

su
re

.
“F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 —

 w
e’

re
 a

t 
th

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

 o
f 

R
eg

re
ts

, 
an

d
 I

fo
u

n
d

 m
y 

ki
lle

r;
 it

’s
 m

y 
o

w
n

 m
o

rt
al

ity
 —

 i
t’s

 t
ak

en
 o

n
 a

 l
ife

 o
f

its
 o

w
n

. 
I 

re
al

ly
 n

ee
d

 y
o

u
r 

h
el

p
 r

ig
h

t 
no

w
.”

 S
h

e 
n

od
d

ed
, 

sl
o

w
ly

;
h

er
 s

tr
en

gt
h

 s
ee

m
ed

 t
o

 r
et

u
rn

 a
s 

sh
e 

h
ea

rd
 m

y 
w

o
rd

s.
“I

 f
e

ar
 n

o
w

 t
h

at
 w

e 
h

av
e 

en
te

re
d

, 
th

is
 p

la
ce

 w
ill

 n
o

t 
ea

si
ly

le
t 

u
s 

go
.”

I 
re

ac
h

ed
 

o
ut

 
w

ith
 

m
y 

p
o

w
er

, 
sh

ap
in

g 
th

e 
so

ul
 

in
to

N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 s
h

ap
e,

 s
lo

w
ly

, 
u

n
til

 I
 f

el
t 

it 
sl

ip
p

in
g 

b
ac

k 
in

to
 t

h
e

m
o

d
ro

n
’s

 b
o

d
y.

 T
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 s

h
u

d
d

er
 f

ro
m

 N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 f
ra

m
e,

an
d

 h
e 

sp
ra

n
g 

to
 h

is
 fe

et
.

“N
o

rd
o

m
, 

I r
ea

ll
y 

n
ee

d
 y

o
u

r 
h

el
p

 r
ig

ht
 n

o
w

…
 I

 f
o

u
n

d
 m

y
ki

lle
r,

 a
n

d
 it

’s
 m

y 
m

o
rt

al
ity

.”
“A

w
ai

tin
g 

O
rd

er
.”

M
y 

m
o

rt
al

ity
 s

u
d

d
en

ly
 r

ea
p

p
ea

re
d

 o
n

 th
e 

ro
o

f.
T

H
IS

 W
IL

L
 N

O
T
 H

E
L

P 
Y

O
U

. Y
O

U
 A

L
L
 S

H
A

L
L
 D

IE
.

T
he

 M
or

tu
ar

y
1

T
H

E
 M

O
R

T
U

A
R

Y

A
 D

re
am

: 
L

yi
ng

 o
n 

a 
sl

ab
, i

n 
a 

m
or

tu
ar

y.
 A

 p
il

la
r 

co
ve

re
d 

w
it

h
na

m
es

. R
ac

ks
 o

f 
sk

ul
ls

. A
 s

ym
bo

l. 
A

 w
om

an
. A

 g
ho

st
.

I 
aw

ok
e,

 o
n 

a 
sl

ab
, 

in
 w

ha
t 

w
as

 o
bv

io
us

ly
 a

 m
or

tu
ar

y.
 A

s 
I

le
ve

re
d 

m
ys

el
f 

up
, 

I 
ca

ug
ht

 m
ov

em
en

t 
fr

om
 t

he
 c

or
ne

r 
of

 m
y

ey
e.

 A
 f

lo
at

in
g 

sk
ul

l. 
N

o,
 I

 r
ea

li
ze

d 
as

 i
t 

sp
ok

e:
 a

 f
lo

at
in

g,
ta

lk
in

g,
 s

ku
ll.

“H
e

y,
 c

h
ie

f. 
Y

o
u

 o
ka

y?
 Y

o
u

 p
la

yi
n

g 
co

rp
se

 o
r 

yo
u

 p
ut

tin
g

th
e 

b
lin

d
s 

o
n 

th
e 

D
u

st
ie

s?
 I

 t
ho

u
gh

t y
o

u
 w

er
e 

a 
d

ea
d

er
 f

o
r 

su
re

.”
I 

w
as

 c
o

n
fu

se
d

, 
an

d
 h

ad
 t

ro
u

b
le

 f
o

cu
si

n
g 

o
n

 w
h

at
 t

h
e 

sk
u

ll 
w

as
sa

yi
n

g.
“W

h
…

? 
W

h
o

 a
re

 y
o

u
?”

“U
h

…
 w

h
o

 a
m

 I?
 H

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t y
ou

 s
ta

rt
? 

W
h

o
’re

 y
o

u
?”

“I
…

 d
o

n
’t 

kn
o

w
. 

I 
ca

n
’t 

re
m

e
m

b
er

.”
 I

 r
ea

liz
ed

 t
h

at
 I

 d
id

n
’t

re
m

e
m

b
er

 a
n

yt
h

in
g 

ab
o

u
t m

ys
el

f.
“Y

o
u

 c
an

’t 
re

m
e

m
b

er
 y

o
u

r na
m

e?
 H

eh
. 

W
el

l, 
N

E
X

T
 t

im
e

yo
u

 s
p

en
d

 a
 n

ig
h

t 
in

 t
h

is
 b

er
g,

 g
o

 e
as

y 
o

n
 t

h
e 

bu
b

. 
N

am
e’

s
M

o
rt

e.
 I

'm
 t

ra
p

p
ed

 in
 h

er
e,

 to
o.

”
“T

ra
p

p
ed

?”
“Y

ea
h

, 
si

n
ce

 y
o

u
 h

av
en

’t 
h

ad
 t

im
e 

to
 g

et
 y

o
u

r 
le

gs
 y

et
,

h
er

e’
s 

th
e 

ch
an

t: 
I'v

e 
tr

ie
d

 a
ll 

th
e 

do
o

rs
, 

an
d

 t
h

is
 r

oo
m

 is
 lo

ck
ed

tig
h

te
r 

th
an

 a
 c

h
as

tit
y 

b
el

t.
” 

I 
n

ee
d

ed
 t

o
 o

ri
en

t 
m

ys
el

f, 
an

d
 f

in
d

o
u

t 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
sk

u
ll 

w
h

er
e 

I 
w

a
s.

“W
e’

re
 lo

ck
ed

 in
…

 w
h

er
e?

 W
h

at
 is

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

?”
“I

t’s
 c

al
le

d
 t

h
e 

‘M
o

rt
u

ar
y'

…
 i

t’s
 a

 b
ig

 b
la

ck
 s

tr
u

ct
u

re
 w

ith
al

l 
th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
u

ra
l 

ch
ar

m
 o

f 
a 

p
re

gn
an

t 
sp

id
er

.”
 C

ou
ld

 I
 h

av
e

d
ie

d
? 

D
id

 t
h

at
 e

xp
la

in
 t

h
e 

la
ck

 o
f m

e
m

o
rie

s?
“ 

‘T
h

e 
M

o
rt

u
ar

y?
’ W

h
at

…
 a

m
 I 

d
ea

d
?”

“N
o

t 
fr

o
m

 
w

h
er

e 
I'm

 
st

an
d

in
g.

 
Y

o
u 

go
t 

sc
ar

s 
a-

p
le

n
ty

,
th

ou
gh

…
 lo

o
ks

 li
ke

 s
o

m
e 

b
er

k 
p

ai
n

te
d

 y
o

u
 w

ith
 a

 k
n

ife
. 

A
ll 

th
e

m
o

re
 r

ea
so

n
 t

o 
gi

ve
 t

h
is

 p
la

ce
 t

h
e 

la
u

gh
 b

ef
o

re
 w

h
o

ev
er

 c
ar

ve
d

yo
u

 u
p

 c
o

m
es

 b
ac

k 
to

 fi
n

is
h

 t
h

e 
jo

b.
”

“S
ca

rs
? 

H
o

w
 b

ad
 a

re
 t

h
ey

?”
“W

el
l…

 t
h

e 
ca

rv
in

gs
 o

n
 y

o
u

r 
ch

es
t 

ar
en

’t TO
O

 b
ad

…
 b

u
t

th
e 

on
es

 o
n 

yo
u

r 
b

ac
k…

” 
M

o
rt

e 
p

au
se

d.
 “

S
ay

, 
lo

o
ks

 l
ik

e 
yo

u
go

t 
a 

w
h

o
le

 
ta

tt
o

o 
ga

lle
ry

 
o

n
 

yo
u

r 
b

ac
k,

 
ch

ie
f. 

S
p

el
ls

 
o

u
t

so
m

et
h

in
g…

”



2
T

he M
ortuary

I looked dow
n at m

yself, and realized the truth about the
scarring. T

hey covered every visible bit of skin. T
here w

as a
tattoo on m

y arm
 as w

ell, the sam
e one from

 m
y dream

. I
w

ondered w
hat w

as on m
y back, though.

“T
atto

o
s o

n
 m

y b
ack? W

h
at d

o
 th

ey sa
y?”

“H
eh

! 
Lo

o
ks 

like 
yo

u
 

co
m

e 
w

ith
 

d
irectio

n
s…

” 
M

o
rte

cleared
 h

is th
ro

at. “Let’s see…
 it starts w

ith
…

 ‘I kn
o

w
 yo

u
 feel

like yo
u

've b
een

 d
rin

kin
g a fe

w
 ke

gs o
f S

tyx w
ash

, b
u

t yo
u

 n
eed

to
 

C
E

N
T

E
R 

yo
u

rself. 
A

m
o

n
g 

yo
u

r 
p

o
ssessio

n
s 

is 
a 

JO
U

R
N

A
L

th
at'll sh

ed
 so

m
e ligh

t o
n

 th
e d

ark o
f th

e m
atter. 

PH
A

R
O

D
 can

 fill
yo

u
 in

 on
 th

e rest o
f th

e ch
an

t, if h
e’s no

t in
 th

e d
ead

-bo
o

k
alread

y.’ ”
“P

h
aro

d
…

? D
o

es it say an
yth

in
g else?”

“Y
eah

, th
ere’s a b

it m
o

re…
” M

o
rte p

au
sed

. “Let’s see…
 it

go
es o

n
…

”
‘D

o
n

’t lo
se th

e jo
urn

al o
r w

e'll b
e u

p
 th

e S
tyx ag

ain
. A

n
d

w
h

ate
ver yo

u
 d

o
, DO

 
N

O
T tell an

yo
n

e W
H

O
 yo

u
 are o

r W
H

A
T

h
ap

p
en

s to
 yo

u
, o

r th
ey'll p

u
t yo

u
 on

 a q
uick p

ilgrim
a

ge to
 th

e
cre

m
ato

riu
m

. D
o

 w
h

at I tell yo
u

: RE
A

D
 th

e jo
u

rn
al, th

en
 FIN

D

P
h

arod
.’

“N
o

 w
o

n
d

er m
y b

ack h
u

rts; th
ere’s a d

am
n

 n
o

vel w
ritten

th
ere. A

s fo
r th

at jo
u

rn
al I'm

 su
p

p
o

sed
 to

 h
ave w

ith
 m

e…
 w

as
th

ere o
n

e w
ith

 m
e w

h
ile I w

as lyin
g h

ere?”
“N

o
…

 yo
u

 w
ere strip

p
ed

 to
 th

e skin
s w

h
en

 yo
u

 arrived
h

ere. ‘S
id

es, loo
ks like yo

u
 go

t en
ou

gh
 o

f a jo
u

rn
al p

en
n

ed on
yo

u
r b

o
d

y.” T
h

e sku
ll w

a
sn

’t b
ein

g th
at m

u
ch

 h
elp

.
“W

h
at ab

o
u

t P
h

arod
? D

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 h
im

?”
“N

o
b

od
y I kn

o
w

…
 b

u
t 

th
en 

again
, 

I 
do

n
’t 

kn
o

w
 

m
an

y
p

eo
p

le. S
till, SO

M
E b

erk’s go
t to

 kno
w

 w
h

ere to
 fin

d
 P

h
arod

…
u

h
, o

n
ce w

e get o
u

t o
f h

ere, th
at is.”

“H
o

w
 do w

e g
et o

u
t o

f h
ere?”

“W
ell, 

all 
th

e 
d

oo
rs 

are 
lo

cked
, 

so
 

w
e'll 

n
eed

 
th

e 
ke

y.
C

h
an

ces are, o
n

e o
f th

e w
alkin

g co
rp

ses in
 th

is ro
o

m
 h

as it.”
“W

alkin
g co

rp
ses?” I q

u
eried

.
“Y

eah
, 

th
e 

M
o

rtu
ary 

ke
ep

ers 
u

se 
d

ead
 

bo
d

ies 
as 

ch
eap

lab
o

r. T
h

e co
rp

ses are d
u

m
b

 as sto
n

es, b
u

t th
ey’re h

arm
less, an

d
w

o
n

’t attack yo
u

 u
n

less yo
u

 attack first.” T
h

e th
ou

gh
t o

f killin
g,

fo
r so

m
e reaso

n
, m

ad
e m

e u
n

easy.
“Is th

ere so
m

e o
th

er w
a

y? I d
o

n
’t w

an
t to kill th

em
 ju

st fo
r

a ke
y.”

“W
h

at, yo
u

 th
in

k it’s go
in

g to
 h

u
rt th

eir feelin
gs? T

h
e

y’re
D

E
A

D. B
u

t if yo
u

 w
an

t a b
righ

t sid
e to

 th
is: if yo

u
 kill th

em
, at

T
he T

ranscendent O
ne
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“D
eio

n
arra to

ld m
e th

at I co
u

ld
 reverse d

eath
 o

nly w
h

en
 th

e
victim

 h
ad

 d
ied clo

se to m
e. B

u
t w

h
at sh

e aw
aken

ed
 in

 m
e —

are yo
u

 sa
yin

g th
at w

as o
n

ly a fractio
n

 o
f m

y p
o

w
er o

ver life
an

d
 d

eath
?”

Y
O

U
R 

M
IN

D
 

IS 
A 

B
R

O
K

E
N

 
ST

O
N

E, 
IT

S 
E

D
G

E
S 

D
U

L
L 

FR
O

M

M
ISU

S
E  A

N
D

 N
E

G
L

E
C

T. E
V

E
N

 IF Y
O

U
 K

N
E

W
 PO

W
E

R, Y
O

U
 W

O
U

L
D

N
O

T K
N

O
W

 H
O

W
 T

O
 H

A
R

N
E

SS IT.
“If yo

u
 claim

 you h
ave th

e po
w

er, th
en

 I m
u

st h
ave th

e
p

o
w

er, to
o

 —
 even

 if I w
a

sn
’t th

ere at th
e m

o
m

en
t o

f d
eath

.”
Y

O
U

 D
O

 N
O

T H
A

V
E T

H
E Y

E
A

R
S N

E
E

D
E

D
 T

O
 L

E
A

R
N

 T
H

E A
R

T
S

O
F L

IFE A
N

D
 D

E
A

T
H. Y

O
U

 W
IL

L FA
L

L B
E

FO
R

E M
E.

I felt a stirrin
g in

 m
y m

in
d

, an
d I sud

d
enly realized

 I 
did

p
o

ssess th
e years n

eed
ed

 to
 learn

 —
 fo

r I kn
ew

 it all on
ce,

acro
ss m

u
ltip

le in
carn

ation
s. B

ut th
e p

ro
cess w

o
u

ld take tim
e,

an
d

 I kn
ew

 m
y m

o
rtality w

o
u

ld
 not allo

w
 m

e th
e tim

e I n
eed

ed
,

u
n

less I m
ad

e it. I h
ad

 fo
u

nd
 a reco

rd
 ston

e fro
m

 m
y p

ractical
in

carn
ation

, sp
eculatin

g on
 th

e pu
rpo

se o
f th

e en
try h

all I h
ad

fo
u

n
d

 m
yself in

. I po
u

red
 all th

e co
n

victio
n

 fro
m

 m
y lifetim

es
o

f exp
erien

ce in
to

 m
y n

ext u
tteran

ce.
“Y

o
u

 kn
o

w
, as I m

ad
e m

y w
a

y h
ere, I o

p
en

ed th
at in

n
er

vau
lt. T

h
o

se greater sh
ad

o
w

s are ru
n

n
in

g free in
 th

e F
o

rtress —
th

ey’re n
o

 lo
n

ger lo
cked

 in
 th

at ch
am

b
er.”

Y
O

U
 L

IE.
“T

h
en

 see fo
r yo

u
rself, if yo

u
 d

o
n

’t b
elieve m

e —
 I'm

 n
o

t
go

in
g an

yw
h

ere.”
I S

H
A

L
L R

E
T

U
R

N
 A

N
D

 T
H

E
N

 T
A

K
E Y

O
U

R M
E

A
SU

R
E, B

R
O

K
E

N

O
N

E. IF Y
O

U
 H

A
V

E FR
E

E
D

 T
H

E S
H

A
D

O
W

S, I S
H

A
L

L F
E

E
D

 Y
O

U
 T

O

T
H

E
M

.
“V

ery w
ell…

 I'll b
e h

ere. IF yo
u

 m
a

ke it b
ack.”

I W
IL

L T
A

K
E Y

O
U

R M
E

A
SU

R
E S

H
O

R
T

L
Y

.
M

y 
m

o
rtality 

van
ish

ed
. 

Im
m

ed
iately, 

I 
ran

 
to

 
M

o
rte’s

co
rp

se, to u
se m

y p
o

w
er. A

s I reach
ed

 o
u

t, M
o

rte su
dd

en
ly

sp
o

ke.
“W

h
o

a, w
h

o
a, w

h
o

a! H
o

ld
 u

p
, ch

ief. U
h

…
 th

ere’s a fe
w

th
in

gs I n
eed

 to tell yo
u

.”
“M

o
rte…

?! Y
o

u
’re n

o
t d

ead
!”

“W
ell, ye

ah
 —

 w
h

en
 yo

u
've b

een
 d

ead
 as lon

g as I h
ave,

yo
u

 learn
 to

 fake it really w
ell. I've b

e
en

 kin
d

 o
f listen

in
g to

yo
u

r w
h

o
le co

n
versatio

n
. U

se th
at p

o
w

er yo
u

 go
t o

n so
m

eo
n

e
else —

 I d
on

’t n
eed

 it.”
“S

o
 yo

u
 w

ere go
in

g to
 lie th

ere w
h

ile I go
t m

y ass h
an

d
ed

to
 m

e?”



45
0

T
he

 T
ra

ns
ce

nd
en

t O
ne

IM
PO

S
SI

B
L

E
.

“I
s 

it?
 Y

o
u

 s
ai

d 
w

e 
w

er
e 

lin
ke

d
. 

S
u

re
ly

, 
yo

u
'v

e 
fe

lt 
yo

u
r

b
o

d
y 

w
an

e 
o

ve
r 

th
e 

p
as

t 
ce

n
tu

ry
 

—
 

yo
u

 
ev

en
 

ca
rr

y 
th

e
b

ra
n

ch
in

gs
 o

f 
R

av
el

s’
 f

ra
m

e 
o

ve
r 

yo
u

rs
el

f, 
an

d
 y

o
u

 
de

te
st

 h
er

—
 b

u
t 

yo
u

 n
ee

d
 t

h
e 

fr
a

m
e 

o
ve

r 
yo

u
r 

sp
ec

tr
al

 f
o

rm
 t

o
 p

re
ve

n
t

yo
u

rs
el

f 
fr

o
m

 d
ec

a
yi

n
g 

fa
st

er
.”

E
V

E
N

 I
F 

T
H

E
R

E
 W

E
R

E
 T

R
U

T
H
 I

N
 Y

O
U

R
 W

O
R

D
S,

 T
H

E
R

E
 

IS

N
O

T
H

IN
G

 T
O

 B
E
 D

O
N

E
. 

I 
W

O
U

L
D

 S
O

O
N

E
R
 D

IE
 T

H
E
 D

E
A

T
H

 O
F 

T
H

E

B
O

D
Y

 H
E

R
E
 I

N
 T

H
IS

 F
O

R
T

R
E

SS
 T

H
A

N
 S

U
FF

E
R
 E

X
IS

T
E

N
C

E
 W

IT
H

Y
O

U
. “S

o
 if

 I
 w

er
e 

to
 d

ie
, 

th
at

 li
n

k 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
b

ro
ke

n
…

”
Y

O
U

 C
A

N
N

O
T
 D

IE
.

“W
el

l, 
if 

I 
ca

n
n

o
t 

d
ie

, 
th

en
 y

o
u

 c
an

’t 
ex

is
t.

 Y
o

u
’re

 m
y

m
or

ta
li

ty
.”

PE
R

H
A

PS
 

O
N

C
E
. 

N
O

 
L

O
N

G
E

R
. 

I 
H

A
V

E
 

C
H

A
N

G
E

D
. 

I 
H

A
V

E

T
R

A
N

SC
E

N
D

E
D

 A
N

D
 B

E
C

O
M

E
 S

O
M

E
T

H
IN

G
 G

R
E

A
T

E
R
.

I 
h

ad
 h

ad
 e

no
u

gh
 o

f 
m

y 
ar

ro
ga

n
t 

m
o

rt
al

ity
. 

It 
w

a
s 

tim
e 

to
en

d
 t

h
is

. 
B

u
t 

fir
st

, 
I 

w
is

h
ed

 t
o 

se
e 

if 
an

yt
h

in
g 

co
u

ld
 b

e 
d

on
e 

fo
r

m
y 

fr
ie

n
d

s,
 f

o
r 

th
o

u
gh

 t
h

ey
 w

er
e 

d
ea

d
, 

th
ei

r 
sp

ir
its

 m
ig

h
t 

st
ill

b
e 

n
ea

rb
y,

 a
n

d
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
un

ite
d

 w
ith

 th
ei

r 
fle

sh
.

“M
y 

fr
ie

n
d

s…
 I

 w
an

t 
th

ei
r 

liv
es

 r
et

u
rn

ed
 t

o
 t

h
em

, 
an

d
 I

w
an

t 
th

e
m

 t
o

 h
av

e 
fr

ee
 p

as
sa

ge
 f

ro
m

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

.”
N

O
. T

H
E

Y
 A

R
E
 D

E
A

D
. D

E
A

D
 T

H
E

Y
 S

H
A

L
L
 R

E
M

A
IN

.
“W

h
y?

 C
a

n
’t 

yo
u

 s
av

e 
th

e
m

? 
D

o
n

’t 
yo

u
 h

av
e 

th
e 

p
o

w
er

?”
D

O
 N

O
T
 Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
 M

Y
 P

O
W

E
R
 H

E
R

E
, 

IN
 T

H
IS

 P
L

A
C

E
. 

T
H

E
R

E
 I

S

N
O

T
H

IN
G

 I
 C

A
N

N
O

T
 D

O
, 

N
O

W
 T

H
A

T
 I
 A

M
 F

R
E

E
 O

F 
Y

O
U

. 
B

U
T
 I

T
 I

S

N
O

T
 M

Y
 W

IL
L
 T

H
A

T
 T

H
E

Y
 B

E
 S

A
V

E
D

. 
T

H
E

Y
 C

H
A

L
L

E
N

G
E

D
 M

E
 I

N

M
Y

 H
O

M
E
, 

A
N

D
 T

H
E

IR
 D

E
A

T
H

S 
S

H
A

L
L
 B

E
 R

E
M

IN
D

E
R

S 
T

O
 A

L
L

T
H

A
T
 C

H
A

L
L

E
N

G
E
 M

E
.

“I
 d

o
n

’t 
th

in
k 

yo
u

 h
av

e 
a 

ch
o

ic
e.

 I
 d

on
’t 

th
in

k 
yo

u
 

ca
n

re
su

rr
ec

t 
th

em
.”

B
R

O
K

E
N

 O
N

E
, I

N
 T

H
E
 S

P
A

N
 O

F 
Y

O
U

R
 F

O
R

G
O

T
T

E
N

 L
IF

E
T

IM
E

S,
 I

H
A

V
E
 O

B
S

E
R

V
E

D
, 

L
E

A
R

N
E

D
, 

A
N

D
 G

A
T

H
E

R
E

D
 P

O
W

E
R
 W

IT
H

IN
 T

H
E

V
A

U
L

T
S 

O
F 

M
Y

 B
O

D
Y

.
W

H
E

N
 Y

O
U

 F
O

U
G

H
T
 I

N
 T

H
E
 B

L
A

C
K
 D

E
C

A
D

E
 W

A
R
, 

A
L

L
 Y

O
U

R

M
IL

IT
A

R
Y

 K
N

O
W

L
E

D
G

E
 W

A
S 

C
A

R
V

E
D

 I
N

 M
Y

 M
IN

D
. 

W
H

E
N

 Y
O

U

D
A

N
C

E
D

 S
O

R
C

E
R

IE
S 

W
IT

H
 L

U
M

 T
H

E
 M

A
D

, 
I 

L
E

A
R

N
E

D
 W

IT
H
 Y

O
U

.
A

L
L
 Y

O
U

 H
A

V
E
 F

O
R

G
O

T
T

E
N

, 
I 

H
A

V
E
 N

O
T
. 

T
H

E
 P

O
W

E
R
 O

V
E

R
 L

IF
E

A
N

D
 D

E
A

T
H
 IS

 B
U

T
 A

 M
IN

O
R
 D

IS
P

L
A

Y
 O

F 
M

Y
 P

O
W

E
R
.

“S
o

 t
h

at
 l

in
k 

w
e 

sh
ar

e…
 i

t 
al

lo
w

s 
yo

u
 t

o
 e

xp
er

ie
n

ce
 w

h
at

 I
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
, 

le
ar

n
 w

h
at

 I 
le

ar
n

…
”

IT
 IS

 A
 S

M
A

L
L
 T

H
IN

G
, O

F 
N

O
 C

O
N

S
E

Q
U

E
N

C
E
.

T
he

 M
or

tu
ar

y
3

le
as

t 
th

ey
’ll

 h
av

e 
a 

re
st

 b
ef

or
e 

th
ei

r 
ke

ep
er

s 
ra

is
e 

th
em

 u
p 

to
w

o
rk

 a
ga

in
.”

“W
el

l, 
al

l 
ri

gh
t…

 I
'll

 t
ak

e 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
em

 d
o

w
n

 a
n

d
 g

et
 t

h
e

ke
y.

” I 
ap

p
ro

ac
h

ed
 o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

zo
m

b
ie

s 
m

in
d

le
ss

ly
 m

o
vi

n
g 

ab
o

u
t

th
e 

ro
o

m
. 

T
h

e 
co

rp
se

 s
to

p
p

ed
 a

nd
 s

ta
re

d
 b

la
n

kl
y 

at
 m

e.
 I

 c
o

u
ld

se
e 

th
e 

n
u

m
b

er
 “

7
8

2
” 

ca
rv

ed
 in

to
 h

is
 fo

re
h

ea
d

, 
an

d
 h

is
 li

p
s 

w
er

e
st

itc
h

ed
 c

lo
se

d.
 T

h
e 

fa
in

t 
sm

el
l o

f 
fo

rm
al

d
eh

yd
e 

e
m

an
at

ed
 f

ro
m

th
e 

bo
d

y.
“T

h
is

 l
o

o
ks

 l
ik

e 
th

e 
lu

ck
y 

p
et

iti
o

n
er

 h
er

e,
 c

h
ie

f. 
Lo

o
k…

h
e’

s 
go

t 
th

e 
ke

y 
th

er
e 

in
 h

is
 h

an
d.

” 
I 

di
dn

’t 
n

ee
d 

M
o

rt
e’

s 
h

el
p 

to
se

e 
th

at
. 

It
 w

as
 h

o
ld

in
g 

th
e 

ke
y 

tig
h

tly
 in

 it
s 

le
ft 

h
an

d,
 it

s 
th

u
m

b
an

d
 f

o
re

fin
ge

r 
lo

ck
ed

 
ar

o
u

n
d 

it 
in

 
a 

d
ea

th
 

gr
ip

. 
I 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
n

ee
d

ed
 to

 h
ac

k 
th

e 
co

rp
se

’s
 h

an
d

 o
ff 

to
 fr

ee
 t

h
e 

ke
y.

I 
m

u
st

 h
av

e 
a 

w
ea

p
o

n
 t

o
 g

et
 t

h
e 

ke
y.

 I
 s

ea
rc

h
ed

 t
h

e 
d

ra
w

er
s

in
 t

h
e 

ro
o

m
 I

 w
as

 in
 u

n
til

 I
 c

am
e 

u
p

 w
ith

 a
 s

ca
lp

el
. 

M
o

rt
e,

 w
h

o
w

a
s 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
m

y 
ev

er
y 

m
o

ve
, 

ch
im

ed
 in

.
“A

ll 
rig

h
t,

 
yo

u
 

fo
u

nd
 

a 
sc

al
p

el
! 

N
o

w
, 

go
 

ge
t 

th
o

se
co

rp
se

s…
 a

n
d

 d
on

’t 
w

o
rr

y,
 I

'll
 s

ta
y 

b
ac

k 
an

d
 p

ro
vi

d
e 

va
lu

ab
le

ta
ct

ic
al

 a
d

vi
ce

.”
“M

a
yb

e 
yo

u
 c

o
u

ld
 he

lp
 m

e,
 M

o
rt

e
.”

“I
 W

IL
L
 b

e 
h

el
p

in
g 

yo
u

. 
G

o
od

 a
d

vi
ce

 i
s 

h
ar

d
 t

o
 c

o
m

e 
b

y.
” 

I
fe

lt 
su

d
d

en
 a

n
ge

r 
to

w
ar

d
s 

th
e 

ja
b

b
er

in
g 

sk
u

ll.
“I

 m
ea

n
t 

h
el

p
 in

 a
tt

ac
ki

n
g 

th
e co

rp
se

.”
“M

e?
 I

'm
 a

 r
o

m
an

tic
, 

n
o

t 
a 

so
ld

ie
r.

 I
'd

 ju
st

 g
et

 in
 th

e 
w

a
y.

”
“W

h
en

 I
 a

tt
ac

k 
th

is
 c

o
rp

se
, 

yo
u

 b
et

te
r 

b
e 

ri
gh

t 
th

er
e 

w
ith

 m
e

o
r 

yo
u

'll
 b

e 
th

e 
n

ex
t 

th
in

g 
th

at
 I 

p
lu

n
ge

 t
hi

s 
sc

al
p

el
 in

.”
“E

h
…

 a
ll 

rig
h

t. 
I'l

l 
h

el
p

 y
o

u
.”

 I
 a

pp
ro

ac
h

ed
 t

h
e 

zo
m

b
ie

ag
ai

n
.

“I
 n

ee
d

 t
h

at
 k

ey
, 

co
rp

se
…

 lo
o

ks
 li

ke
 y

o
u

’r
e 

n
o

t 
lo

n
g 

fo
r 

th
is

w
o

rl
d

.”
 

S
ev

er
al

 
th

ru
st

s 
w

ith
 

th
e 

sc
al

p
el

 
q

u
ic

kl
y 

tu
rn

ed
 

th
e

cr
ea

tu
re

 i
n

to
 a

 n
o

w
 u

n
m

o
vi

n
g 

co
rp

se
, 

an
d

 I
 u

se
d

 t
h

e 
ke

y 
I 

h
ad

o
b

ta
in

ed
 to

 o
p

en
 o

n
e 

o
f t

h
e 

do
o

rs
 o

f t
h

e 
ro

o
m

.
“S

o
m

e 
ad

vi
ce

, 
ch

ie
f: 

I'd
 k

ee
p

 i
t 

q
u

ie
t 

fr
o

m
 h

er
e 

o
n

 —
 n

o
n

ee
d

 t
o 

pu
t 

an
y 

m
o

re
 c

o
rp

se
s 

in
 t

h
e 

d
ea

d 
bo

o
k 

th
an

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
…

es
p

ec
ia

lly
 

th
e 

fe
m

m
es

. 
P

lu
s,

 
ki

lli
n

g 
th

em
 

m
ig

h
t 

d
ra

w
 

th
e

ca
re

ta
ke

rs
 h

er
e.

”
“I

 d
o

n
’t 

th
in

k 
yo

u
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 i
t 

b
ef

o
re

…
 w
ho

 a
re

 t
h

es
e

ca
re

ta
ke

rs
?

”
“T

h
e

y 
ca

ll 
th

em
se

lv
es

 t
h

e 
‘D

u
st

m
en

.’ 
Y

o
u

 c
an

’t 
m

is
s 

‘e
m

:
T

h
e

y 
h

av
e 

an
 o

b
se

ss
io

n
 w

ith
 b

la
ck

 a
n

d
 r

ig
o

r 
m

o
rt

is
 o

f 
th

e 
fa

ce
.

T
h

e
y’

re
 a

n
 a

d
d

le
d

 b
u

n
ch

 o
f 

gh
o

ul
is

h
 d

ea
th

-w
o

rs
h

ip
p

er
s;

 t
h

ey
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T

he M
ortuary

b
elieve 

everyb
o

d
y 

sh
o

u
ld 

d
ie…

 
soo

n
er 

b
etter 

th
an

 
later.” 

I
w

o
n

d
ered

 ab
ou

t th
e caretakers.

“I'm
 co

n
fu

sed
…

 w
h

y d
o

 th
ese D

u
stm

en
 care if I escap

e
?”

“W
eren

’t 
yo

u
 

listen
in

g?! 
I 

said
 

th
e 

D
u

sties 
b

elieve
E

V
E

R
Y

B
O

D
Y

'S
 go

t to
 d

ie, so
on

er b
etter th

an
 later. Y

o
u thin

k th
e

co
rp

ses yo
u

've seen
 are h

ap
p

ier in
 th

e d
ead

 bo
o

k th
an

 o
u

t o
f it?”

O
n

ce started
, I fo

u
nd

 I w
as fu

ll o
f q

u
estion

s.
“T

h
e co

rp
ses h

ere…
 w

h
ere d

id
 th

ey all co
m

e fro
m

?”
“D

eath
 visits th

e P
lan

es every d
ay, ch

ief. T
h

ese lu
m

m
o

xes
are all th

at’s left o
f th

e p
oo

r sod
s w

h
o

 so
ld

 th
eir bo

dies to
 th

e
caretakers a

fter d
eath

.”
“B

e
fo

re yo
u

 said
 so

m
eth

in
g ab

ou
t m

akin
g su

re I d
idn

’t kill
an

y fem
ale co

rp
ses. W

h
y?

”
“W

h
 —

 are yo
u

 serious? Loo
k, ch

ief, th
ese d

ead
 ch

its are
th

e last ch
an

ce fo
r a co

up
le o

f h
ard

y b
ash

ers like u
s. W

e n
eed

 to
b

e chivalrous…
 n

o
 h

ackin
g th

em
 u

p
 fo

r ke
ys, n

o
 lop

p
in

g th
eir

lim
b

s o
ff, th

in
gs like th

at.” I cou
ldn

’t un
d

erstan
d w

h
ere M

o
rte

w
a

s lead
in

g.
“La

st C
h

an
ce? W

h
at are yo

u
 

talking abo
u

t?”
“C

h
ief, T

H
E

Y
’re d

ead
, W

E’re d
ead

…
 see w

h
ere I'm

 go
in

g?
E

h
? E

h
?” I cou

ld
 no

w
 u

n
d

erstand
, b

u
t I h

ad
 difficu

lty b
elievin

g.
“Y

o
u

 can
’t b

e serio
u

s.”
“C

h
ief, w

e alread
y go

t an
 op

en
in

g lin
e w

ith
 th

ese lim
p

in
g

lad
ies. W

e've all d
ied at least o

n
ce: w

e'll h
ave so

m
eth

in
g to

 talk
ab

o
u

t. 
T

h
ey'll 

ap
p

reciate 
m

en
 

w
ith

 
o

u
r 

kind
 

o
f 

d
eath

exp
erien

ce.”
“B

u
t…

 w
ait…

 d
id

n
’t yo

u
 say b

e
fo

re th
at I'm

 
not d

ead
?”

“W
ell…

 all righ
t, you m

igh
t n

ot b
e d

ead
, b

u
t I am

. A
n

d
fro

m
 w

h
ere I'm

 stan
d

in
g, I w

o
u

ld
n

’t m
in

d
 sh

arin
g a co

ffin
 w

ith
so

m
e o

f th
ese fin

e, sin
ew

y cad
ave

rs I see h
ere.” M

o
rte started

clackin
g h

is teeth
, as if in

 an
ticip

ation
. “ ‘C

o
u

rse, th
e caretakers

w
o

u
ld

 h
ave to

 p
art w

ith
 th

em
 first, an

d
 th

at’s n
ot likely…

”
M

o
rte con

tinu
ed

, “Lo
o

k, ch
ief. Y

o
u

’re still a little ad
d

led
after yo

u
r kiss w

ith
 d

eath
. S

o
 tw

o
 bits o

f ad
vice fo

r yo
u

: on
e, if

yo
u

 go
t q

u
estion

s, 
ask m

e, all righ
t?”

“A
ll righ

t…
 I'll…

 try to
 rem

e
m

b
er th

at.”
“S

eco
n

d
, if yo

u
’re half as fo

rgetfu
l as yo

u
 see

m
 to

 b
e, start

w
ritin

g stu
ff d

o
w

n
 —

 w
h

en
ever yo

u
 co

m
e acro

ss so
m

eth
in

g
th

at m
ight b

e im
p

o
rtan

t, jo
t it d

o
w

n
 so

 yo
u

 do
n’t fo

rget.”
“If I h

ad
 th

at jo
u

rn
al I w

as supposed to h
ave w

ith
 m

e, I'd
 d

o
th

at.” 
I 

felt 
a 

to
u

ch
 

o
f 

an
ger 

at 
w

h
o

ever 
h

ad
 

rem
o

ved
 

th
e

jo
u

rn
al.

T
he T

ranscendent O
ne

449

“W
h

y is su
stain

in
g th

is p
lace so

 im
p

o
rtan

t fo
r yo

u
? If yo

u
are tru

ly as p
o

w
erfu

l as yo
u

 sa
y, w

h
y w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 w

an
t to

 rem
ain

h
ere? T

h
ere is NO

T
H

IN
G

 h
ere.”

IT IS M
Y

 FO
R

T
R

E
S

S. IT IS M
Y

 H
O

M
E.

“A
n

d
 w

h
at a h

o
m

e it is, to
o

. M
o

rtared fro
m

 m
y regrets, w

ith
n

o
th

in
g b

u
t th

e sh
ad

es o
f th

o
se w

e've m
u

rd
ered

 fillin
g its h

alls,
ab

an
d

on
ed

 relics o
f th

e p
ast lan

gu
ish

in
g b

en
eath

 d
u

st, an
d th

e
life-d

rain
in

g en
ergies o

f th
e N

egative M
aterial P

lan
e to

 feast th
e

e
yes o

n
. T

h
ere are w

o
rd

s fo
r p

laces like th
at —

 th
ey’re called

prisons.”
E

V
E

R
Y

 W
O

R
D

 B
E

T
R

A
Y

S Y
O

U
R IG

N
O

R
A

N
C

E, B
R

O
K

E
N

 O
N

E. T
H

E

FO
R

T
R

E
S

S  
IS 

SIL
E

N
T. 

A
L

L 
T

H
A

T 
C

O
M

E
S 

H
E

R
E 

D
IE

S 
B

E
FO

R
E

IN
T

R
U

D
IN

G
 IN

T
O

 M
Y

 PR
E

S
E

N
C

E. A
N

D
 T

H
E S

H
A

D
O

W
S A

R
E Q

U
IE

T

C
R

E
A

T
U

R
E

S .
“I th

in
k yo

u
 have to

 rem
ain

 h
ere, alon

g w
ith

 th
e sh

ado
w

s
an

d
 th

e gh
o

sts, b
ecau

se th
at’s w

h
at yo

u
've b

eco
m

e. I d
on

’t th
in

k
yo

u
 su

stain
 th

is p
lace at all. I th

in
k it su

stain
s 

you.”
I R

E
M

A
IN

 H
E

R
E B

Y
 C

H
O

IC
E.

“R
eally? S

o
 w

h
en

 yo
u

 said
 yo

u
 can

’t jo
u

rn
ey b

e
yo

n
d

 th
is

F
o

rtress fo
r lon

g, yo
u

 w
ere lyin

g
? A

n
d

 ho
w

 is it p
o

ssib
le th

at a
F

o
rtress bu

ilt fro
m

 MY
 regrets n

eed
s 
Y

O
U

 to
 su

stain
 it?”

I 
W

IL
L 

S
E

E 
Y

O
U

 
D

IE 
A 

T
H

O
U

SA
N

D
 

D
E

A
T

H
S 

FO
R 

Y
O

U
R

IN
SO

L
E

N
C

E, B
R

O
K

E
N

 O
N

E. Y
O

U
 A

R
E A

N
 IN

T
R

U
D

E
R W

IT
H

IN
 T

H
E

S
E

H
A

L
L

S , A
N

D
 I S

H
A

L
L SE

E T
O

 IT Y
O

U
 N

E
V

E
R R

E
T

U
R

N
.

“I 
m

a
y 

b
e 

im
m

o
rtal, 

b
u

t 
R

avel 
told

 
m

e 
th

e 
ritu

al 
w

as
fla

w
ed

: W
h

en
ever I d

ie, I lo
se a fractio

n
 o

f m
y m

in
d

. In tim
e,

after m
an

y d
eath

s, I sh
all lo

se th
e ability to

 even
 th

in
k fo

r
m

yself.”
IT IS O

F N
O

 M
A

T
T

E
R. Y

O
U

 C
A

N
N

O
T D

IE. Y
O

U
R M

IN
D

 M
A

Y
 B

E

L
O

S
T , 

B
U

T 
Y

O
U

R 
FL

E
S

H 
W

IL
L 

L
IV

E 
O

N
. 

T
H

A
T 

IS 
A

L
L 

T
H

A
T 

IS

N
E

E
D

E
D

.
“ ‘N

eed
ed

?’ W
h

y?”
W

E S
H

A
R

E
 A L

IN
K, Y

O
U

 A
N

D
 I, H

O
W

E
V

E
R SM

A
L

L. I D
O

 N
O

T

W
IS

H  Y
O

U
 D

E
S

T
R

O
Y

E
D

, O
N

L
Y

 FA
R FR

O
M

 M
E.

“C
o

n
sid

er th
is: yo

u
 say w

e are lin
ked

. S
o w

h
en

 I su
ffer, yo

u
m

u
st su

ffer as w
ell. P

erh
ap

s yo
u

 are trap
p

ed
 h

ere 
because yo

u
su

ffer, b
u

t differen
tly th

an
 I d

o
.”

T
H

E W
E

A
K SU

FFE
R. I E

N
D

U
R

E.
“Is it p

o
ssib

le th
at as I d

ie th
e d

eath o
f th

e m
in

d
 w

ith
 each

o
f m

y d
eath

s, yo
u

 d
ie th

e d
eath

 o
f th

e b
od

y? A
s I lo

se sp
irit,

yo
u

 lo
se su

b
stan

ce. T
h

at’s w
h

y yo
u

 fin
d

 it h
ard

er and
 h

ard
er to

leave th
is F

o
rtress an

d
 travel b

eyo
n

d
 th

is p
lan

e. T
h

is F
o

rtress is
n

o
t o

nly yo
u

r p
rison

, it’s goin
g to

 b
eco

m
e yo

u
r to

m
b

.”
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T
he

 T
ra

ns
ce

nd
en

t O
ne

“S
o

 y
o

u
 u

se
d

 m
e 

to
 f

in
d

 h
im

? 
Y

o
u

 w
an

te
d

 m
e 

to
 k

ill
 h

im
,

d
id

n
’t 

yo
u

, 
so

 h
is

 k
no

w
le

d
ge

 w
o

u
ld

 d
ie

 —
 t

h
en

 y
o

u
 t

ri
ed

 t
o 

ki
ll

m
e,

 s
o

 I 
w

o
u

ld
 fo

rg
et

 w
h

er
e 

to
 fi

n
d

 y
o

u
.”

I 
SE

E
 T

IM
E
’S

 
B

L
A

D
E
 

H
A

S 
N

O
T
 

B
L

E
D

 
Y

O
U

R
 

M
IN

D
 

O
F 

A
L

L

R
E

A
SO

N
. 

M
Y

 
PU

R
PO

S
E
 

W
A

S 
A

L
W

A
Y

S 
S

U
C

H
: 

T
O

 
M

A
K

E
 

Y
O

U

FO
R

G
E

T
.

“B
u

t 
w

hy
? 

W
h

y 
d

o
—

”
B

E
C

A
U

S
E
 I

 N
E

V
E

R
 A

G
A

IN
 W

IS
H
 T

O
 S

U
FF

E
R
 Y

O
U

R
 P

R
E

SE
N

C
E
,

B
R

O
K

E
N

 O
N

E
. 

Y
O

U
 A

R
E
 A

N
 I

R
R

IT
A

T
IO

N
, 

A
 R

E
M

IN
D

E
R
 O

F 
W

H
A

T

L
IF

E
 O

N
C

E
 W

A
S,

 A
N

D
 I

 D
E

T
E

S
T
 S

U
C

H
 R

E
M

IN
D

E
R

S.
 I

 W
IS

H
 T

O
 B

E

L
E

FT
 I

N
 P

E
A

C
E
 I

N
 M

Y
 F

O
R

T
R

E
S

S.
 A

S 
Y

O
U

 H
A

V
E
 F

O
R

G
O

T
T

E
N

 M
E
, 

I

W
IS

H
 T

O
 F

O
R

G
E

T
 Y

O
U

. 
FO

R
E

V
E

R
. 

Y
O

U
 L

IE
. 

Y
O

U
 H

A
V

E
 A

L
W

A
Y

S

FO
R

G
O

T
T

E
N

. A
N

D
 I 

H
A

V
E
 A

L
W

A
Y

S 
R

E
M

E
M

B
E

R
E

D
. I

T
 W

A
S 

A
L

W
A

Y
S

SU
C

H
. “ 
‘A

lw
a

ys
’ d

o
es

n
’t 

m
ea

n
 w

h
at

 it
 o

n
ce

 d
id

. 
I 

h
av

e 
d

ie
d,

 t
im

e
an

d
 a

ga
in

, 
an

d
 m

y 
m

e
m

o
rie

s 
h

av
e 

re
tu

rn
ed

 to
 m

e.
”

Y
O

U
R
 D

E
C

E
PT

IO
N

S 
W

IL
L
 N

O
T
 S

H
IE

L
D

 Y
O

U
 H

E
R

E
, B

R
O

K
E

N
 O

N
E
.

“I
t 

is
 t

h
e 

tr
u

th
. 

K
ill

in
g 

m
e 

w
o

n
’t 

st
o

p 
m

e 
—

 b
ec

au
se

 k
ill

in
g

m
e 

d
o

es
n

’t 
m

ak
e 

m
e fo

rg
et

 a
n

ym
o

re
. 

I'l
l 

kn
o

w
 y

o
u

 a
lw

a
ys

, 
I'l

l
re

m
e

m
b

er
 

e
ve

ry
th

in
g 

yo
u

'v
e 

d
o

n
e,

 
ho

w
 

to
 

r
ea

ch
 

h
er

e,
 

an
d

ev
en

tu
al

ly
, 

h
o

w
 t

o
 d

es
tr

o
y 

yo
u

.”
T

H
E

N
 I

 S
H

A
L

L
 I

M
PR

IS
O

N
 Y

O
U

, 
N

A
M

E
L

E
SS

 O
N

E
. 

IF
 Y

O
U

 W
IL

L

N
O

T
 F

O
R

G
E

T
, T

H
E

N
 I
 S

H
A

L
L
 N

O
T
 A

L
L

O
W

 Y
O

U
 T

O
 B

E
 F

R
E

E
.

“B
u

t 
I 

al
re

ad
y 

es
ca

p
ed

 
fr

o
m

 
‘th

e 
gr

ea
te

st
 

p
ris

o
n

 
ev

er
d

ev
is

ed
.’ 

Y
o

u
 c

an
’t 

ki
ll 

m
e,

 y
o

u
 c

an
’t 

ho
ld

 m
e,

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

 c
an

’t
m

ak
e 

m
e 

fo
rg

et
 m

ys
el

f a
n

y 
lo

n
ge

r.
”

Y
E

S…
 B

U
T
 I

T
 W

A
S 

N
O

T
 Y

O
U

R
 D

O
IN

G
. 

T
H

E
 L

O
V

E
-T

O
R

N
 S

PI
R

IT

FR
E

E
D

 Y
O

U
. 

S
H

E
 S

H
A

L
L
 N

O
T
 D

O
 I

T
 A

G
A

IN
. 

O
N

C
E

 I
 C

R
U

S
H
 T

H
E

B
O

N
E

S 
FR

O
M

 Y
O

U
R
 B

O
D

Y
, 

I 
W

IL
L
 T

A
K

E
 Y

O
U

R
 L

IM
P 

S
H

E
L

L
 A

N
D

SE
A

L
 I

T
 W

IT
H

IN
 T

H
E
 C

R
Y

ST
A

L
. 

Y
O

U
 S

H
A

L
L
 N

E
V

E
R
 W

A
L

K
 T

H
E

P
L

A
N

E
S 

A
G

A
IN

.
“S

h
e 

w
o

n
’t 

ne
ed

 t
o

. 
W

h
y 

d
id

 y
o

u
 s

en
d

 s
h

ad
o

w
s 

to
 k

ill
 m

e
ra

th
er

 t
h

an
 tr

yi
n

g 
to

 d
ef

ea
t 

m
e 

yo
u

rs
el

f?
”

I 
SE

N
D

 S
H

A
D

O
W

S 
B

E
C

A
U

S
E
 T

H
E

IR
 R

E
A

C
H
 I

S 
L

O
N

G
. 

Y
E

T
 I

T
 I

S

M
Y 

E
Y

E
S 

T
H

A
T
 G

U
ID

E
 T

H
E

M
.

“S
o

 t
h

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s 

ca
n

 t
ra

ve
l d

is
ta

n
ce

s 
yo

u
 c

an
n

o
t.

”
T

H
E

R
E
 IS

 N
O

T
H

IN
G

 I 
C

A
N

N
O

T
 D

O
.

“Y
et

 y
o

u
 n

ev
er

 t
ra

ve
le

d
 b

e
yo

n
d

 t
he

se
 w

al
ls

 t
o

 f
ig

h
t 

m
e…

o
n

ly
 s

en
t 

sh
ad

o
w

s.
 I

 t
hi

n
k 

yo
u

’re
 

af
ra

id
 t

o
 c

on
fr

o
n

t 
m

e…
 o

r
el

se
 y

o
u

 a
re

 ly
in

g 
to

 m
e,

 a
n

d
 t

h
er

e 
is

 a
n

o
th

er
 r

ea
so

n
 y

o
u

 r
em

ai
n

h
er

e…
”

Y
O

U
 K

N
O

W
 N

O
T

H
IN

G
.

T
he

 M
or

tu
ar

y
5

“S
ta

rt
 a

 n
ew

 o
n

e,
 t

h
en

, 
ch

ie
f. 

N
o

 l
os

s.
 T

h
er

e’
s 

p
le

n
ty

 o
f

p
ar

ch
m

en
t 

an
d

 in
k 

ar
ou

nd
 h

er
e 

to
 la

st
 y

o
u

.”
“H

m
m

m
m

. 
A

ll 
rig

h
t.

 I
t 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
h

ur
t…

 I
'll

 m
ak

e 
a 

n
e

w
 o

n
e,

th
en

.” “U
se

 it
 t

o
 k

ee
p

 t
ra

ck
 o

f 
yo

u
r 

m
o

ve
m

en
ts

. 
If 

yo
u

 e
ve

r 
st

ar
t 

to
ge

t 
cl

o
u

d
y 

o
n

 i
m

p
o

rt
an

t 
th

in
gs

, 
lik

e 
w

h
o

 y
o

u
 a

re
…

 o
r 

m
o

re
im

p
o

rt
an

tly
, 

w
h

o
 I 
am

…
 u

se
 it

 t
o

 r
ef

re
sh

 y
o

u
r 

m
e

m
o

ry
.”

T
h

e 
n

ex
t 

ro
o

m
 h

ad
 m

o
re

 o
f 

th
e 

…
 z

o
m

b
ie

s.
 T

h
e

y 
w

er
e

w
an

d
er

in
g 

ab
o

u
t, 

m
o

st
 o

b
vi

ou
sl

y 
o

n
 t

as
ks

 s
et

 b
y 

th
e 

D
u

st
m

en
.

O
n

e 
in

 p
ar

tic
u

la
r,

 t
h

ou
gh

, 
ca

u
gh

t 
m

y 
at

te
n

tio
n

. 
T

h
e 

m
al

e 
co

rp
se

w
a

s 
lu

m
b

er
in

g 
al

o
n

g 
a 

tr
ia

n
gu

la
r 

p
at

h
. 

O
n

ce
 i

t 
re

ac
h

ed
 o

n
e 

o
f

th
e 

co
rn

er
s 

o
f 

th
e 

tr
ia

n
gl

e,
 i

t 
p

au
se

d
, 

th
en

 t
ur

n
ed

 a
n

d
 s

ta
gg

er
ed

to
w

ar
d

s 
th

e 
n

ex
t 

co
rn

er
. 

“9
65

” 
w

as
 t

at
to

o
ed

 o
n

 t
h

e 
si

d
e 

o
f 

its
sk

u
ll.

 A
s 

I a
p

p
ro

ac
h

ed
, i

t h
al

te
d

 a
nd

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t 

m
e.

“H
eh

. 
Lo

o
ks

 l
ik

e 
so

m
eo

n
e 

fo
rg

o
t 

to
 t

el
l 

th
is

 s
o

d 
to

 s
to

p
w

al
ki

n
g 

th
e 

R
u

le
-o

f-
T

h
re

e,
” 

M
o

rt
e 

co
m

m
en

te
d

.
“W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

?”
“T

h
es

e 
co

rp
se

s 
d

o
n

’t 
h

av
e 

m
u

ch
 l

ef
t 

in
 t

h
e 

at
tic

, 
so

 t
h

ey
ca

n
’t 

d
o 

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 o
n

e 
ta

sk
 a

t 
a 

tim
e…

 w
h

en
 t

h
ey

’re
 t

o
ld

 t
o

 d
o

so
m

et
h

in
g,

 t
h

ey
'll

 k
ee

p
 d

o
in

g 
it 

u
nt

il 
so

m
eo

n
e 

te
lls

 t
h

em
 t

o
st

o
p

. 
T

h
is

 p
oo

r 
so

d
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 fi
n

is
h

ed
 s

o
m

e 
ta

sk
, 

an
d

 t
h

ey
 f

o
rg

o
t

to
 t

el
l h

im
.”

“T
h

e 
‘R

u
le

-o
f-

T
h

re
e.

’ W
h

at
 d

id
 y

o
u

 m
ea

n
 b

y 
th

at
?”

“E
h

? 
W

el
l, 

th
e 

R
u

le
-o

f-
T

h
re

e 
is

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

o
se

 ‘
la

w
s’

 a
b

o
u

t
th

e 
P

la
n

es
, 

ab
o

ut
 

th
in

gs
 

te
nd

in
g 

to
 

h
ap

p
en

 
in

 
th

re
es

…
 

o
r

ev
er

yt
h

in
g’

s 
co

m
p

o
se

d
 o

f 
th

re
e 

p
ar

ts
…

 o
r 

th
er

e’
s 

al
w

a
ys

 t
h

re
e

ch
o

ic
es

, 
an

d 
so

 o
n

 a
n

d
 s

o
 fo

rt
h

.”
“Y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t 

so
u

nd
 li

ke
 y

o
u

 h
o

ld
 m

u
ch

 fa
ith

 in
 it

.”
“I

t’s
 a

 l
o

ad
 o

f 
w

as
h

, 
if 

yo
u

 a
sk

 
m

e.
 I

f 
yo

u
 l

o
o

k 
fo

r 
a

n
u

m
b

er
, 

an
y 

n
u

m
b

er
, 

an
d

 t
ry

 t
o

 a
tt

ac
h

 s
o

m
e 

gr
ea

t 
m

ea
n

in
g 

to
 it

,
yo

u
’re

 g
o

in
g 

to
 fi

n
d

 p
le

n
ty

 o
f c

o
in

ci
d

en
ce

s.
”

I 
le

ft 
th

e 
co

rp
se

 t
ra

ci
n

g 
its

 t
ri

an
gu

la
r 

p
at

h
 a

nd
 m

o
ve

d
 i

n
to

th
e 

n
ex

t 
ro

o
m

. 
In

 t
h

e 
ce

n
te

r 
o

f 
th

e 
ro

o
m

 w
as

 t
h

e 
fir

st
 l

iv
in

g
p

er
so

n
 

I 
h

ad
 

se
en

, 
ob

vi
o

u
sl

y 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

D
u

st
m

en
. 

H
e 

w
as

w
ri

tin
g 

in
 a

 h
u

ge
 b

o
o

k.
T

h
e 

sc
rib

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 v

er
y 

o
ld

…
 h

is
 s

ki
n

 w
as

 w
ri

n
kl

ed
 a

n
d

 h
ad

a 
sl

ig
h

t 
tr

ac
e 

o
f 

ye
llo

w
, 

lik
e 

o
ld

 p
ar

ch
m

en
t.

 C
h

ar
co

al
-g

ra
y 

e
ye

s
la

y 
w

ith
in

 a
n 

an
gu

la
r 

fa
ce

, 
an

d
 a

 la
rg

e 
w

h
ite

 b
ea

rd
 f

lo
w

ed
 d

o
w

n
th

e 
fr

o
n

t 
o

f 
h

is
 r

ob
es

 l
ik

e 
a 

w
at

er
fa

ll.
 H

is
 b

re
at

h
in

g 
w

as
 r

ag
ge

d
an

d
 ir

re
gu

la
r,

 b
u

t 
ev

en
 h

is
 o

cc
as

io
n

al
 c

o
u

gh
in

g 
d

id
 n

o
t 

sl
o

w
 t

h
e

sc
ra

tc
h

in
g 

o
f 

h
is

 q
u

ill
 p

en
. 

T
h

e 
b

oo
k 

h
e 

w
as

 w
ri

tin
g 

m
u

st
 h

av
e

co
n

ta
in

ed
 t

ho
u

sa
nd

s 
o

f 
n

am
es

. 
A

s 
I 

ap
p

ro
ac

h
ed

 h
im

, 
h

e 
d

id
 n

o
t

lo
o

k 
up

 fr
o

m
 w

h
at

 h
e 

w
as

 d
o

in
g.
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T

he M
ortuary

M
o

rte in
terrup

ted
, “W

h
o

a, ch
ief! W

h
at are yo

u
 d

o
in

g?!”
“I w

a
s go

in
g to

 sp
eak w

ith
 th

is scrib
e. H

e m
igh

t kn
o

w
so

m
eth

in
g ab

o
u

t h
o

w
 I go

t h
ere.”

“Lo
o

k, rattlin
g yo

u
r b

on
e-b

o
x w

ith
 D

u
sties sh

ou
ld b

e th
e

L
A

S
T th

in
g —

”
B

efo
re 

M
o

rte 
co

u
ld 

fin
ish

 
h

is 
ran

t, 
th

e 
scrib

e 
b

egan
co

u
gh

in
g vio

len
tly. A

fter a m
o

m
en

t o
r tw

o
, th

e co
u

ghin
g sp

ell
d

ied
 

d
o

w
n

, 
and

 
th

e 
scrib

e’s 
b

reath
in

g 
resu

m
ed

 
its 

ragg
ed

w
h

ee
ze.

“A
n

d
 w

e especially sh
o

u
ld

n
’t b

e sw
ap

p
in

g th
e ch

an
t w

ith
sick D

u
sties. C

’m
o

n
, let’s leave. T

h
e q

u
icker w

e give th
is p

lace
th

e lau
gh

, th
e b

et —
” B

efo
re M

o
rte co

uld
 fin

ish
, th

e scrib
e’s

gra
y e

yes flickered
 to

 m
e.

“T
h

e w
eigh

t o
f years h

an
gs h

eavy u
p

on
 m

e, R
estless O

n
e.”

H
e p

laced
 d

o
w

n
 his qu

ill. “…
b

u
t I do

 n
o

t yet c
o

u
n

t d
eafn

ess
a

m
o

n
g m

y ailm
en

ts.” I w
o

n
d

ered
 if h

e co
u

ld
 h

elp
.

“ ‘restless O
n

e?’ D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 m

e
?”

“K
n

o
w

 yo
u

? I…
” T

h
ere w

as a trace o
f b

ittern
ess in

 th
e

scrib
e’s vo

ice as h
e sp

o
ke. “I h

ave 
never kn

o
w

n
 yo

u
, R

estless
O

n
e. N

o
 m

o
re th

an
 yo

u
 h

ave kn
o

w
n

 yo
u

rself.” H
e w

a
s silen

t fo
r

a m
o

m
en

t. “F
o

r yo
u

 h
ave fo

rgo
tten

, h
ave yo

u
 n

o
t?”

“W
h

o
 are yo

u
?”

“A
s 

alw
a

ys, 
th

e 
q

u
estio

n. 
A

n
d

 
th

e 
w

ro
n

g 
qu

estion
, 

as
alw

a
ys.” H

e b
o

w
ed

 sligh
tly, b

u
t th

e m
o

ve
m

en
t su

d
d

en
ly sen

t
h

im
 in

to
 a b

ou
t o

f co
u

ghin
g. “I…

” H
e p

au
sed fo

r a m
o

m
en

t,
cau

gh
t h

is b
reath

. “I…
 am

 D
h

all.”
“W

h
at is th

is p
lace?”

“Y
o

u
 are in

 th
e M

o
rtu

ary, R
estless O

n
e. A

gain
 yo

u
 h

ave…
co

m
e…

” 
B

e
fo

re 
h

e 
co

u
ld

 
fin

ish
, 

D
h

all 
b

ro
ke 

in
to

 
a 

fit 
o

f
co

u
gh

in
g. A

fter a m
o

m
en

t, h
e calm

ed
 h

im
self an

d
 h

is b
reath

in
g

resu
m

ed
 its ragged

 w
h

e
eze. “…

th
is is th

e w
aitin

g ro
o

m
 fo

r
th

o
se abo

u
t to

 d
ep

art th
e sh

ado
w

 o
f th

is life.”
“T

h
is 

is 
w

h
ere 

th
e 

d
ead

 
are 

b
ro

u
gh

t 
to 

b
e 

in
terred

 
o

r
cre

m
ated

. It is o
u

r resp
on

sib
ility as D

u
stm

en
 to

 care fo
r th

e
d

ead
, th

o
se w

h
o

 h
ave left th

is sh
ado

w
 o

f life an
d

 w
alk th

e p
ath

to
 

T
ru

e 
D

eath
.” 

D
h

all’s 
vo

ice 
d

ro
pp

ed
 

in
 

co
n

cern
. 

“Y
ou

r
w

o
u

n
d

s m
u

st h
ave exacted

 a h
eavy to

ll if yo
u

 do
 no

t reco
gn

ize
th

is place. It is alm
o

st yo
u

r h
o

m
e.”

“S
h

ad
o

w
 o

f life?”
“Y

es, a sh
ad

o
w

. Y
o

u
 see, R

estless O
n

e, th
is life…

 it is no
t

real. Y
o

u
r life, m

y life, th
ey are sh

ad
o

w
s, flickerin

gs o
f w

h
at

life o
n

ce w
a

s. T
h

is ‘life’ is w
h

ere w
e en

d
 u

p
 

after w
e d

ie. A
n

d

T
he T

ranscendent O
ne

447

“Y
et, even

 w
h

en
 I w

as w
ith

in
 th

e F
o

rtress w
alls, yo

u
 sen

t
Ign

u
s to

 try an
d

 sto
p m

e, w
h

en
 yo

u
 co

u
ld h

ave sto
pp

ed
 m

e
yo

u
rself.”
T

H
E 

SO
R

C
E

R
O

R 
W

A
S…

 
C

O
N

V
E

N
IE

N
T. 

H
IS 

R
A

G
E 

FO
R 

Y
O

U

R
U

N
S  D

E
E

P. I T
H

O
U

G
H

T IT FIT
T

IN
G H

E B
E A

L
L

O
W

E
D

 V
E

N
G

E
A

N
C

E

U
PO

N
 Y

O
U

. IF T
H

E P
L

A
N

E
S C

A
N

N
O

T T
E

A
C

H Y
O

U
 M

E
R

C
Y

, P
E

R
H

A
P

S

P
A

IN C
A

N
.

“H
e w

an
ted

 reven
ge? F

o
r m

y tea
ch

in
g h

im
 th

e w
a

y o
f th

e
A

rt an
d

 m
a

kin
g h

im
 su

ffer?”
Y

E
S. A

S P
A

IN
 

T
A

U
G

H
T 

H
IM

, I T
H

O
U

G
H

T 
P

A
IN

 
M

IG
H

T 
T

E
A

C
H

Y
O

U
. B

U
T T

H
E SO

R
C

E
R

O
R W

A
S W

E
A

K
E

R T
H

A
N

 I T
H

O
U

G
H

T, A
N

D

N
O

W
 Y

O
U

 A
R

E H
E

R
E. SO

O
N, T

H
E

R
E S

H
A

L
L B

E E
N

D
IN

G
 O

F T
H

IN
G

S

B
E

T
W

E
E

N
 U

S, B
R

O
K

E
N

 O
N

E.
“S

o
 yo

u
 sen

t Ign
u

s to
 try an

d
 sto

p
 m

e…
 b

u
t w

h
en

 h
e failed

,
th
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b
el

o
w

? 
I 

h
ad

 t
ho

u
gh

t 
th

at
 s

h
e 

h
ad

 t
ra

ve
le

d
 w

ith
yo

u
 i

n
 t

h
e 

p
as

t…
” 

D
h

al
l 

lo
o

ke
d

 l
ik

e 
h

e 
w

as
 a

b
o

u
t 

to
 s

ta
rt

co
u

gh
in

g 
ag

ai
n

, 
th

en
 c

au
gh

t h
is

 b
re

at
h

. 
“A

m
 I 

m
is

ta
ke

n
?



8
T

he M
ortuary

“W
h

ere is h
er b

o
d

y?” I asked
, even

 as I w
o

n
d

ered
 ho

w
 I

kn
ew

 h
er.

“T
h

e n
o

rth
w

est m
e

m
o

rial h
all o

n th
e flo

o
r b

elo
w

 u
s. C

h
eck

th
e b

iers th
ere…

 h
er n

am
e sh

o
u

ld
 b

e o
n on

e o
f th

e m
e

m
o

rial
p

laq
u

es. M
ayh

ap
 th

at w
ill revive yo

u
r m

e
m

o
ry.”

“A
re an

y o
th

ers in
terred

 h
ere w

h
o

 jou
rn

eyed
 w

ith
 m

e?”
“D

o
u

b
tless th

ere are, b
u

t I kn
o

w
 n

ot th
eir n

am
es, n

o
r w

h
ere

th
ey lie. O

n
e su

ch
 as yo

u
 h

as left a p
ath

 m
an

y h
ave w

alked
, an

d
fe

w
 h

ave su
rvived

.” D
h

all gestu
red

 aro
u

nd
 m

e. “A
ll d

ead
 co

m
e

h
ere. S

o
m

e m
u

st h
ave traveled

 w
ith

 yo
u

 o
n

ce.
“H

o
w

 d
id

 I get h
ere?”

“Y
o

u
r m

o
ld

y ch
ario

t ferried
 yo

u
 to

 th
e M

o
rtu

ary, R
estless

O
n

e. Y
o

u w
o

u
ld

 th
in

k yo
u

 w
ere ro

yalty b
ased

 o
n

 th
e nu

m
b

er o
f

lo
yal su

b
jects th

at lay stin
kin

g an
d

 festerin
g u

p
on

 th
e cart th

at
carried

 yo
u

.”
“Y

o
u

r bo
d

y w
a

s so
m

e
w

h
ere in

 th
e m

id
d

le o
f th

e h
eap

,
sh

arin
g its flu

id
s w

ith
 th

e rest o
f th

e m
o

u
n

tain
 o

f co
rp

ses.”
D

h
all b

ro
ke in

to an
oth

er vio
len

t fit o
f co

u
gh

in
g, fin

ally catch
in

g
h

is 
b

reath 
m

in
u

tes 
later. 

“Y
o

u
r 

‘sen
esch

al’ 
P

h
arod

 
w

as, 
as

alw
a

ys, p
leased

 to
 accep

t a fe
w

 m
o

ld
y c

o
p

p
ers to

 d
u

m
p

 th
e lo

t
o

f yo
u

 at th
e M

o
rtu

ary g
ate.”

“W
h

o
 is th

is P
h

arod
?”

“H
e is a…

 co
llecto

r o
f th

e d
ead.” D

h
all d

rew
 a rag

ged
b

reath
, th

en
 con

tin
u

ed. “W
e h

ave su
ch

 p
eo

ple in
 o

u
r city th

at
scaven

ge th
e b

o
dies o

f th
o

se th
at h

ave w
alked

 th
e p

ath
 o

f T
ru

e
D

eath
 

an
d

 
b

rin
g 

th
em

 
to

 
u

s 
so

 
th

at 
th

ey 
m

a
y 

b
e 

in
terred

p
rop

erly.”
“D

o
esn

’t so
un

d like yo
u

 like P
h

aro
d m

u
ch

.”
“T

h
ere are so

m
e I resp

ect, R
estless O

n
e.” D

h
all to

o
k a

ragg
ed

 b
reath

 and
 stead

ied
 h

im
self. “P

h
aro

d
 is no

t o
n

e o
f th

em
.

H
e w

ears h
is ill rep

u
te like a b

ad
ge o

f h
on

o
r an

d
 takes lib

erties
w

ith
 th

e po
ssessio

n
s o

f th
e d

ead
. H

e is a kn
igh

t o
f th

e po
st,

cro
ss-trad

in
g filth

 o
f th

e lo
w

est so
rt.” H

e p
au

sed
 a m

o
m

en
t,

fro
w

n
in

g at th
e th

ou
gh

t o
f P

h
aro

d
.

“A
ll P

h
arod

 b
rin

gs to ou
r w

alls co
m

e strip
p

ed
 o

f a little less
o

f 
th

eir 
d

ign
ity 

th
an

 
th

ey 
p

o
ssessed

 
in

 
life. 

P
h

arod
 

takes
w

h
ate

ver h
e m

a
y p

ry fro
m

 th
eir stiffen

in
g fin

gers.”
“D

id
 th

is P
h

arod
 take an

yth
in

g fro
m

 
m

e?”
D

h
all p

au
sed, con

sid
erin

g. “M
o

st likely. A
re yo

u
 m

issin
g

an
yth

in
g…

 esp
ecially an

yth
in

g o
f valu

e?” H
is vo

ice d
ip

p
ed

 as
h

e fro
w

n
ed

. “N
o

t th
at P

h
arod

 w
o

u
ld take excep

tio
n

 to an
yth

in
g

th
at w

asn
’t p

h
ysically gra

fted
 to

 yo
u

r bo
d

y, an
d

 so
m

etim
es even

th
at’s no

t eno
u

gh
 to

 give h
is greed

y m
in

d
 p

au
se.”

T
he T

ranscendent O
ne

445

T
H

E
 T

R
A

N
S

C
E

N
D

E
N

T
 O

N
E

I m
oved forw

ard across the roof of the fortress, w
hich w

as
shaped like a cross. I had appeared at the end of one arm

. A
s I

neared the center of the cross, I suddenly cried out.
“A

n
n

ah
!” A

s I ap
p

ro
ach

ed
, I saw

 th
at th

e bo
dies o

f all m
y

frien
d

s w
ere n

eatly laid
 o

u
t ab

ou
t th

e cen
ter o

f th
e cro

ss, like
m

acab
re 

trop
h

ies. 
A

n
n

ah
, 

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race, 

M
o

rte, 
D

a
k'ko

n
,

N
o

rd
o

m
, 

th
ey 

w
ere 

all 
th

ere. 
If 

m
y 

en
e

m
y 

h
ad

 
th

ou
gh

t 
to

w
e

aken
 m

y reso
lve it w

as a fo
o

l’s gam
b

it. T
h

e o
n

ly w
a

y I co
u

ld
ju

stify 
m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s’ 

sacrifice 
w

a
s 

if 
I 

co
m

p
leted

 
m

y
m

issio
n

, 
eith

er 
reco

m
b

in
in

g 
w

ith
 

m
y 

m
o

rtality 
o

r 
seein

g 
it

d
estro

yed
.

S
u

dd
en

ly, a b
arb

ed
, arm

o
red

 figu
re ap

p
eared

 in
 fro

n
t o

f m
e.

T
h

e figu
re sp

o
ke.

SO
 Y

O
U

 H
A

V
E C

O
M

E. T
H

E
N

 Y
O

U
 S

H
A

L
L D

IE A
G

A
IN

. Y
O

U
 A

R
E

U
N

W
E

L
C

O
M

E  H
E

R
E, B

R
O

K
E

N
 O

N
E.

“W
h

at h
ave yo

u
 d

o
n

e to
 m

y frien
d

s?”
A

R
E 

T
H

E
Y

 
D

E
A

D
? Y

E
S. U

N
L

IK
E 

Y
O

U
, T

H
E

Y
 

H
A

V
E 

B
U

T 
O

N
E

L
IFE, A

N
D

 T
H

E
Y

 W
A

ST
E

D
 IT FO

R Y
O

U
R S

A
K

E. T
H

E
Y

 D
IE

D
 FO

R Y
O

U

A
S  

T
H

E
Y

 
A

L
W

A
Y

S 
H

A
V

E. 
SU

C
H 

IS 
T

H
E 

W
A

Y
 

O
F 

A
L

L 
M

O
R

T
A

L

T
H

IN
G

S . IT IS T
H

E FA
T

E O
F A

L
L T

H
A

T FO
L

L
O

W
 Y

O
U

, B
R

O
K

E
N

 O
N

E.
Y

O
U

 H
A

V
E FO

R
G

O
T

T
E

N
 M

U
C

H.
“W

h
y d

id
 yo

u
 d

o it?”
T

H
E

Y
 T

R
IE

D
 T

O
 H

A
R

M
 M

E. H
E

R
E, O

F A
L

L P
L

A
C

E
S. I D

E
FE

N
D

E
D

M
Y

SE
L

F . IN
 S

O
 D

O
IN

G
, M

O
R

T
A

L
IT

Y
 C

L
A

IM
E

D
 T

H
E

M
. T

H
E

IR D
E

A
T

H
S

W
E

R
E  B

Y
 T

H
E

IR O
W

N
 H

A
N

D.
I G

A
V

E T
H

E
M

 T
H

E O
PPO

R
T

U
N

IT
Y

 T
O

 D
E

P
A

R
T T

H
IS P

L
A

C
E, B

U
T

T
H

E
Y

 SE
E

M
E

D
 D

E
T

E
R

M
IN

E
D

 T
O

 H
E

L
P Y

O
U

, D
E

S
PIT

E T
H

E C
O

S
T T

O

T
H

E
M

SE
L

V
E

S .
“S

o
 yo

u
 killed th

em
.”

T
H

E 
T

IE
FL

IN
G

 
G

IR
L 

W
A

S 
E

SP
E

C
IA

L
L

Y
 

FIE
R

C
E 

IN
 

Y
O

U
R

D
E

FE
N

S
E . 

H
E

R 
FE

E
L

IN
G

S 
FO

R 
Y

O
U

 
B

U
R

N
E

D
 

B
R

IG
H

T
E

R 
T

H
A

N

E
L

Y
SIU

M
’S FIR

E
S.

A
N

D
 

T
H

E 
T

A
N

A
R’R

I…
 

S
H

E 
W

A
S 

Q
U

IT
E 

ST
R

O
N

G
. 

H
E

R

T
O

L
E

R
A

N
C

E 
FO

R 
P

A
IN

 
W

O
U

L
D

 
H

A
V

E 
S

H
A

M
E

D 
T

H
E 

B
A

A
T

E
Z

U

T
H

E
M

SE
L

V
E

S .
I T

O
O

K N
O

 P
L

E
A

SU
R

E IN
 T

H
E

IR D
E

A
T

H
S.

“T
h

en
 w

h
y d

id
 yo

u
 do it?”



44
4

E
sc

ap
e

ha
d 

co
m

e 
he

re
. 

I 
ha

d 
to

 t
el

l 
he

r,
 e

ve
n 

if
 t

he
 r

ev
el

at
io

n 
w

er
e 

to
cu

t o
ff

 m
y 

on
ly

 m
ea

ns
 o

f 
es

ca
pe

 f
ro

m
 m

y 
pr

is
on

.
“W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 s

p
ea

ki
n

g 
o

f?
”

“W
h

en
 I

 b
ro

u
gh

t 
yo

u
 t

o 
th

is
 F

o
rt

re
ss

, 
it 

w
as

 m
y 

in
te

n
tio

n
th

at
 y

o
u

 d
ie

 h
er

e.
 I

 n
ee

d
ed

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

to
 r

em
ai

n
 b

eh
in

d
 s

o
 t

h
at

th
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 s
er

ve
 a

s 
a 

lin
k 

to
 t

h
is

 p
la

ce
. 

I 
kn

ew
 b

ec
au

se
 y

o
u

lo
ve

d
 m

e 
so

 m
u

ch
, 

th
at

 y
o

u
r 

lo
ve

 w
o

u
ld

 s
ta

ve
 o

ff 
d

ea
th

 a
n

d
al

lo
w

 y
o

u
 t

o
 b

ec
o

m
e 

a 
sp

ir
it.

 A
n

d
 t

h
at

 is
 w

h
y 

yo
u

 s
u

ffe
r 

n
o

w
.”

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

’s
 fa

ce
 w

as
 a

 m
a

sk
 a

s 
I s

p
o

ke
 th

e 
w

o
rd

s.
“I

 a
m

 s
o

rr
y,

 D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

.”
“D

o
 y

o
u

 l
ov

e 
m

e
? 

If 
yo

u
 s

a
y 

ye
s,

 m
y 

Lo
ve

, 
th

en
 n

ot
h

in
g

th
at

 h
as

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 m

at
te

rs
.”

“T
h

o
u

gh
 I

 d
id

 n
o

t 
kn

o
w

 y
o

u
 a

t 
fir

st
, 

I 
h

av
e 

co
m

e 
to

 l
o

ve
yo

u
. 

Y
o

u
r 

su
ffe

rin
g 

h
as

 b
ec

o
m

e 
m

in
e,

 a
n

d
 I

 h
av

e 
fo

u
n

d 
th

at
 I

w
ill

 d
o

 w
h

at
 I

 c
an

 t
o 

h
el

p 
yo

u
.”

 T
h

is
 w

as
 t

h
e 

tr
u

th
, 

ju
st

 a
s 

it 
w

as
tr

u
e 

th
at

 I 
h

ad
 c

o
m

e 
to

 lo
ve

 b
ot

h
 A

n
n

ah
 a

n
d 

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
.

“T
h

en
 I

 w
ill

 a
id

 y
o

u
, 

m
y 

Lo
ve

. 
T

el
l m

e 
h

o
w

 I
 c

an
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
,

an
d

 I
 s

h
al

l d
o

 it
.”

“I
 a

m
 t

ra
p

p
ed

 h
er

e.
 C

an
 y

o
u

 h
el

p 
m

e 
es

ca
p

e?
”

“I
f 

yo
u

 a
re

 t
ra

p
p

ed
 h

er
e,

 m
y 

Lo
ve

, 
I 

sh
al

l 
se

e 
to

 i
t 

yo
u

 a
re

se
t 

fr
e

e.
 W

h
er

e 
is

 it
 y

o
u

 w
is

h
 t

o
 g

o
?”

“I
 w

is
h

 t
o

 r
ej

o
in

 m
y 

fr
ie

n
d

s.
”

“A
s 

yo
u

 
w

is
h

, 
M

y 
Lo

ve
.”

 
S

h
e 

st
re

tc
h

ed
 

ou
t 

h
er

 
h

an
d

.
“T

o
u

ch
 m

y 
h

an
d

, 
an

d
 t

h
e 

w
al

ls
 o

f 
th

is
 F

o
rt

re
ss

 s
h

al
l b

e 
w

al
ls

 n
o

m
o

re
.”

 I
 t

o
u

ch
ed

 h
er

 h
an

d
, 

an
d

 s
u

dd
en

ly
 t

h
e 

w
al

ls
 a

ro
u

n
d

 m
e

fa
d

ed
 

to
 

m
is

t,
 

th
en

 
w

er
e 

go
n

e.
 

I 
w

as
 

su
d

d
en

ly
 

st
an

d
in

g
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

el
se

, 
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

o
n

 t
h

e 
to

p 
o

f 
th

e 
fo

rt
re

ss
. 

I 
lo

o
ke

d
o

ve
r 

kn
ife

-e
d

g
ed

 b
at

tle
m

en
ts

, 
st

ar
in

g 
in

to
 t

h
e 

n
o

th
in

gn
es

s 
o

f 
th

e
n

eg
at

iv
e 

m
at

er
ia

l p
la

n
e.

 I
 t

u
rn

ed
 b

ac
k 

to
 D

ei
on

ar
ra

, 
bu

t 
sh

e 
w

as
al

re
ad

y 
fa

d
in

g.
 I

 w
as

 a
b

le
 t

o
 h

ea
r 

h
er

 v
o

ic
e,

 h
o

w
ev

er
, 

ev
en

 a
fte

r
sh

e 
h

ad
 d

is
ap

p
ea

re
d

 fr
o

m
 v

ie
w

.
“I

 f
o

rg
iv

e 
w

h
at

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

d
o

n
e.

 I
 s

h
al

l 
w

ai
t 

fo
r 

yo
u

 i
n

d
ea

th
’s

 h
al

ls
, 

M
y 

Lo
ve

.”
 I

t 
w

a
s 

al
l t

o
o

 li
ke

ly
 t

h
e 

co
n

fr
o

n
ta

tio
n 

I
w

a
s 

se
e

ki
n

g 
w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

m
e 

jo
in

in
g 

h
er

 v
er

y 
so

o
n

.

T
he

 M
or

tu
ar

y
9

“I
 a

m
 m

is
si

n
g 

a 
jo

u
rn

al
.”

“A
 j

o
u

rn
al

? 
If 

it 
w

as
 o

f 
an

y 
va

lu
e,

 t
h

en
 i

t 
is

 l
ik

el
y 

it 
lie

s 
in

P
h

ar
od

’s
 h

an
d

s.
” 

I n
o

w
 h

ad
 a

no
th

er
 r

ea
so

n
 to

 fi
n

d
 th

is
 m

an
.

“W
h

er
e 

ca
n

 I
 fi

n
d

 t
h

is
 P

h
ar

o
d

?”
“I

f 
e

ve
n

ts
 p

er
si

st
 a

s 
th

ey
 h

av
e,

 R
es

tle
ss

 O
n

e,
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
a

m
u

ch
 g

re
at

er
 c

h
an

ce
 o

f 
P

h
ar

o
d

 f
in

di
n

g 
yo

u
 a

n
d 

b
rin

gi
n

g 
yo

u
 t

o
u

s 
ag

ai
n

 b
ef

o
re

 y
o

u
 f

in
d

 w
h

at
ev

er
 o

o
ze

 p
ud

d
le

 h
e 

w
al

lo
w

s 
in

th
is

 t
im

e.
”

“N
ev

er
th

el
es

s,
 I

 m
u

st
 f

in
d

 h
im

.”
 I

 s
ai

d
, 

an
no

ya
n

ce
 e

d
gi

n
g

m
y 

vo
ic

e.
A

 s
lig

h
t 

w
ar

n
in

g 
cr

ee
p

ed
 i

n
to

 D
h

al
l’s

 t
o

n
e.

 “
D

o
 n

o
t 

se
ek

o
u

t 
P

h
ar

od
, 

R
es

tle
ss

 O
n

e.
 I

 a
m

 c
er

ta
in

 t
h

at
 i

t 
w

ill
 s

im
p

ly
 c

o
m

e
fu

ll 
ci

rc
le

 a
ga

in
, 

w
ith

 y
o

u
 n

o
n

e 
th

e 
w

is
er

 a
n

d
 P

h
ar

od
 a

 f
ew

co
p

p
er

s 
ric

h
er

. 
Acc

ep
t 

d
ea

th
, 

R
es

tle
ss

 O
n

e.
 D

o
 n

o
t 

p
er

p
et

u
at

e
yo

u
r 

ci
rc

le
 o

f 
m

is
er

y.
”

“I
 h

av
e 

to
 fi

n
d

 h
im

. 
D

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

er
e 

h
e 

is
?”

D
h

al
l 

w
as

 s
ile

n
t 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t.

 W
h

en
 h

e 
fin

al
ly

 s
p

o
ke

, 
h

e
se

e
m

ed
 

to
 

d
o

 
so

 
re

lu
ct

an
tly

. 
“I

 
d

o
 

n
o

t 
kn

o
w

 
u

nd
er

 
w

h
ic

h
gu

tt
er

st
o

n
e 

P
h

ar
o

d 
la

ir
s 

at
 t

h
e 

m
o

m
en

t,
 b

u
t 

I 
im

ag
in

e 
th

at
 h

e
ca

n
 b

e 
fo

u
nd

 s
o

m
e

w
h

er
e 

b
e

yo
n

d
 t

h
e 

M
o

rt
u

ar
y 

ga
te

s,
 i

n
 t

h
e

H
iv

e.
 P

er
h

ap
s 

so
m

eo
n

e 
th

er
e 

w
ill

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

er
e 

yo
u

 c
an

 f
in

d
h

im
.” “E

ar
lie

r 
yo

u
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 m
y 

w
o

u
n

d
s.

 W
h

at
 d

id
 y

o
u

 m
ea

n
?”

“Y
es

, 
th

e 
w

o
u

n
d

s 
th

at
 d

ec
o

ra
te

 y
o

u
r 

bo
d

y…
 t

h
ey

 l
o

o
k 

as
 i

f
th

ey
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

se
n

t 
a 

le
ss

er
 m

an
 a

lo
n

g 
th

e 
p

at
h

 o
f 

th
e 

T
ru

e
D

ea
th

, 
ye

t 
it 

se
e

m
s 

as
 i

f 
m

an
y 

o
f 

th
e

m
 h

av
e 

h
ea

le
d

 a
lre

ad
y.

”
D

h
al

l 
co

u
gh

ed
 v

io
le

n
tly

 f
o

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 t

h
en

 s
te

ad
ie

d
 h

im
se

lf.
“B

u
t 

th
o

se
 a

re
 o

n
ly

 t
h

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
w

o
u

n
d

s.
”

T
o

 m
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
in

g 
lo

o
k 

h
e 

re
p

lie
d,

 “
I 

sp
ea

k 
o

f 
th

e 
w

o
u

nd
s

o
f 

th
e 

m
in

d
. 

Y
ou

 h
av

e 
fo

rg
o

tt
en

 m
u

ch
, 

h
av

e 
yo

u
 n

o
t?

 M
ay

h
ap

yo
u

r 
tr

u
e 

w
o

u
n

d
s 

ru
n 

m
u

ch
 d

ee
p

er
 t

h
an

 t
h

e 
sc

ar
s 

th
at

 d
ec

o
ra

te
yo

u
r 

su
rf

ac
e…

” 
D

h
al

l 
co

u
gh

ed
 a

ga
in

. 
“…

bu
t 

th
at

 i
s 

so
m

et
h

in
g

th
at

 o
n

ly
 y

o
u

 w
o

u
ld

 k
no

w
 fo

r 
ce

rt
ai

n
.”

F
o

r 
th

e 
fir

st
 t

im
e,

 I
 c

o
n

si
d

er
ed

 D
h

al
l a

s 
an

 in
d

iv
id

u
al

, 
ra

th
er

th
an

 a
s 

a 
ta

lk
in

g 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 s

ou
rc

e.
 I 

fe
lt 

a 
tr

ac
e 

o
f c

o
n

ce
rn

.
“Y

o
u

 s
ou

nd
 il

l. 
A

re
 y

o
u

 n
ot

 w
el

l?
”

“I
 a

m
 c

lo
se

 n
o

w
 t

o
 t

h
e 

T
ru

e 
D

ea
th

, 
R

es
tle

ss
 O

n
e.

 I
t 

w
ill

 n
o

t
b

e 
lo

n
g 

b
ef

o
re

 I
 p

as
s 

b
ey

o
n

d
 t

h
e 

E
te

rn
al

 B
o

un
d

ar
y 

an
d

 f
in

d
 t

h
e

p
ea

ce
 I

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 s
ee

ki
n

g.
 I

 t
ire

 o
f 

th
is

 m
o

rt
al

 s
p

h
er

e…
” 

D
h

al
l

ga
ve

 a
 r

ag
ge

d
 s

ig
h

. 
“T

h
e 

p
la

n
es

 h
o

ld
 n

o
 m

o
re

 w
o

n
d

er
s 

fo
r 

o
n

e
su

ch
 a

s 
I.”

“I
 d

o
 n

o
t 

w
is

h
 t

o
 li

ve
 f

o
re

ve
r 

n
o

r 
liv

e 
ag

ai
n

, 
R

es
tle

ss
 O

n
e.

 I
co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
ea

r 
it.

”



10
T

he M
ortuary

I stood for a m
om

ent, considering him
 and reveling in this

n
ew

 fo
u

n
d feelin

g o
f ‘co

n
cern

.’ B
u

t I n
eed

ed to
 find

 a w
a

y o
u

t
o

f th
e M

o
rtu

ary.
“S

o
 b

e it. F
arew

ell, D
h

all.” A
s I tu

rn
ed

 to
 leave, D

h
all

sp
o

ke.
“K

n
o

w
 th

is: I do
 n

o
t en

vy yo
u

, R
estless O

n
e. T

o
 b

e reb
o

rn
as yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e a cu
rse th

at I co
u

ld
 n

o
t b

ear. Y
ou

 m
u

st co
m

e to
term

s w
ith

 it. A
t so

m
e p

o
in

t, yo
u

r p
ath w

ill retu
rn

 yo
u

 h
ere…

”
D

h
all co

u
gh

ed
, th

e so
un

d rattlin
g in

 h
is th

ro
at. “It is th

e w
a

y o
f

all th
in

gs flesh
 an

d
 bo

n
e.”

I m
o

ved
 to

w
ard

s an
 exit at th

e far sid
e o

f th
e ro

o
m

, n
early

b
o

w
lin

g o
ver a fe

m
ale zo

m
b

ie.
T

h
is fe

m
ale co

rp
se w

as m
a

kin
g th

e ro
un

d
s fro

m
 slab

 to
 slab

in
 th

e roo
m

. H
er h

air w
a

s kn
o

tted
 in

to a lon
g b

raid an
d loo

p
ed

aro
u

nd
 

h
er 

n
eck 

like 
a 

n
o

o
se. 

S
o

m
eo

n
e 

h
ad

 
sten

ciled
 

th
e

n
u

m
b

er 
“1

0
96

” 
on

to 
h

er 
fo

reh
ead

, 
an

d
 

h
er 

lip
s 

h
ad 

b
een

stitch
ed

 clo
sed.

S
u

rp
rised

, I m
u

m
b

led
 “U

h
…

n
ice b

raid.” T
h

e co
rp

se d
id

 n
o

t
resp

o
nd

, d
ou

b
tless no

t even
 kn

o
w

in
g I w

as th
ere. A

s I m
ad

e to
m

o
ve o

n
, M

o
rte spo

ke u
p.

“P
sssst. Y

ou
 see th

e w
a

y sh
e w

as lo
o

kin
g at m

e
? H

u
h

? Y
o

u
see th

at? T
h

e w
a

y sh
e w

as fo
llo

w
in

g th
e cu

rve o
f m

y o
ccip

ital
b

o
n

e?” I tried
 a jo

ke, as far as I co
u

ld
 rem

e
m

b
er th

e first I m
igh

t
ever h

ave tried
.

“Y
o

u
 m

ean
 th

at b
lan

k-eyed
 b

e
yo

n
d

-th
e-grave stare?”

“W
h

a —
 are yo

u
 BL

IN
D

?
! S

h
e w

as sco
u

tin
g m

e o
u

t! It w
as

sh
am

eless th
e w

a
y sh

e 
W

A
N

T
E

D
 m

e
.”

“I th
in

k yo
u

 an
d yo

u
r im

agin
atio

n
 n

eed
 so

m
e tim

e a
w

a
y

fro
m

 each
 o

th
er.”

“Y
eah

, yeah
, w

h
ate

ver. W
h

en
 yo

u
've b

een
 d

ead
 as lo

n
g as I

h
ave, yo

u
 kn

o
w

 th
e sign

als. T
h

ey m
a

y b
e to

o
 

SU
B

T
L

E fo
r yo

u
 to

p
ick u

p
 o

n, bu
t th

at’s w
h

y I'll b
e sp

en
din

g 
M

Y
 n

igh
ts w

ith
 so

m
e

lu
scio

u
s recen

tly-d
ead

 ch
it w

h
ile yo

u
’re stan

d
in

g aro
un

d
 goin

’
‘h

uh
?’ ‘W

h
atzz go

in
’ on

?’ ‘W
h

ere’s m
y m

u
h

-m
u

h
-m

e
m

o
ries?’

”
“W

h
ate

ver, M
o

rte. Let’s go
.”

A
s I m

o
ved

 o
n

 in
to

 ano
th

er ro
o

m
, I no

ticed
 an

o
th

er o
f th

e
D

u
stm

en
 b

u
sy at a b

ier. S
h

e w
as a sligh

t yo
u

n
g w

o
m

an
 w

ith
p

ale featu
res. T

h
e su

n
ken

 flesh
 aro

u
n

d
 h

er ch
eeks an

d
 n

eck
m

ad
e h

er ap
p

ear as if sh
e w

ere starvin
g. S

h
e see

m
ed

 in
ten

t o
n

d
issectin

g th
e co

rp
se in

 fro
n

t o
f h

er, p
rod

d
in

g th
e ch

est w
ith

 a
fin

ger.
I m

o
ved

 u
p

 to h
er, and

 said “G
reetin

gs.”

E
scape

443

“T
h

at w
as m

y n
a

m
e all alo

n
g? B

u
t if I w

as—
”

T
h

e first in
carn

atio
n

 h
eld

 h
is fin

ger to
 h

is lip
s, silen

cin
g m

e.
H

e n
o

dd
ed

 at th
e sym

b
o

l o
n m

y arm
, a

s if in
d

icatin
g I sh

ou
ld

m
ake u

se o
f it.

T
h

e sym
b

o
l —

 th
e sym

b
o

l o
f T

o
rm

en
t —

 see
m

ed
 b

rittle
so

m
eh

o
w

, as if it w
as o

n
ly b

arely h
o

ld
in

g itself to
 m

y skin
.

U
n

co
n

sciou
sly, I reach

ed
 o

u
t an

d
 peeled

 it fro
m

 m
y arm

. It ga
ve

w
a

y w
ith

 a sligh
t resistan

ce, like p
u

llin
g o

ff a scab
. A

s I h
eld

th
e sym

b
o

l, I kn
ew

 I co
u

ld
 h

arn
ess its po

w
er. H

o
ld

in
g it and

in
vo

kin
g its po

w
er w

o
u

ld
 su

m
m

o
n

 all th
e p

ain
 an

d
 su

fferin
g

fro
m

 m
y p

ast in
carn

atio
n

s up
on

 m
y fo

es. It n
o

 lon
ger ru

led
 m

e.
“I n

o
 lo

n
ger w

ear th
e sym

b
o

l. D
o

es th
at m

ean
…

?” A
s I w

as
h

alfw
a

y th
ro

u
gh

 m
y q

u
estio

n
, 

I 
realized

 
th

ere 
w

as 
a 

h
eavy

silen
ce w

ith
in

 m
y m

in
d

 —
 I co

u
ld n

o
 lon

ger fe
el th

e p
resen

ce o
f

th
e first in

carn
ation

 w
ith

in
 m

e.
I h

ad
 faced

 th
ree o

f m
y in

carn
atio

n
s in

 th
is ro

o
m

. F
o

llo
w

in
g

D
eio

n
arra’s p

rop
h

ecy, I h
ad

 also
 alread

y fa
ced

 sh
ad

es o
f evil

an
d

 go
od

. I n
eed

ed on
ly to

 co
n

fro
n

t th
e sh

ad
e o

f n
eu

trality, th
e

keep
er o

f th
is fo

rtress, to
 co

m
p

lete m
y q

u
est. C

u
rio

u
s, I tho

u
gh

t
to

 m
yself, h

o
w

 th
ese tw

o
 exa

m
p

les o
f th

e ru
le o

f th
ree h

ad
d

o
m

in
ated

 m
y jo

u
rn

ey.
I d

o no
t kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 lon

g I sat on
 th

e slab
 at th

e cen
ter o

f m
y

p
riso

n, lo
st in

 tho
u

ght, b
u

t w
h

en
 I b

ecam
e co

n
scio

u
s o

f m
y

su
rro

un
din

gs again
 I w

as n
o

 lon
ger alo

n
e. B

efo
re m

e w
a

s th
e

gh
o

stly fo
rm

 o
f D

eio
n

arra; h
er sp

ectral go
w

n
 see

m
ed

 stirred
 b

y
so

m
e eth

ere
al b

reeze. H
er e

yes rested
 o

n
 m

in
e, an

d
 I felt a

stran
ge, d

isjo
in

ted
 sen

satio
n

, as if I w
a

s lo
o

kin
g at several p

airs
o

f e
ye

s at o
n

ce.
“D

eio
n

arra…
?”

“M
y Lo

ve, at last I h
ave found yo

u
…

 I search
ed

 fo
r yo

u
after yo

u
 w

ere d
ivid

ed
 b

y th
e crystal —

 th
is F

ortress sp
an

s
h

u
nd

red
s o

f m
iles, an

d
 I feared

 yo
u

 w
ere lo

st to
 m

e.” H
er

gh
o

stly e
yes to

o
k m

y m
easu

re, search
in

g m
y b

o
d

y 
fo

r n
ew

w
o

u
n

d
s. “A

re yo
u

 w
ell?”

“I th
in

k so —
 th

e crystal d
ivid

ed
 m

e, b
u

t I am
 o

n
e again

.
N

o
w

 I a
m

 trap
p

ed
 h

ere, h
o

w
ever.”

“I su
sp

ect trap
p

in
g yo

u
 h

ere w
as th

e crystal’s tru
e p

u
rpo

se.
B

u
t it p

o
ses n

o
 b

arrier fo
r o

n
e su

ch
 as I.” S

h
e clo

sed h
er eyes.

“M
u

ch
 do

 m
y e

ye
s see, an

d
 th

e h
alls o

f th
is F

o
rtress are w

ell
kn

o
w

n
 to

 m
e. If yo

u
 are trap

p
ed

 h
ere, m

y Lo
ve, I sh

all see to
 it

yo
u

 are set free. W
h

ere is it yo
u

 w
ish

 to
 go

?”
“I w

ish
 to

 sp
eak to

 yo
u

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, an

d
 tell yo

u
 h

o
w

 yo
u

d
ied

…
 and

 w
h

y.” I fin
ally kn

e
w

 th
e fu

ll tru
th

 o
f ho

w
 D

eio
n

arra
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2

E
sc

ap
e

E
S

C
A

P
E

I 
h

ad
 a

b
so

rb
ed

 t
h

e 
‘g

oo
d

’ 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
, 

bu
t 

h
e 

h
ad

 b
ee

n
 b

u
t 

an
ec

h
o

 
o

f 
m

y 
fir

st
 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

, 
an

d
 

do
u

b
tle

ss
 

n
o

t 
al

l 
o

f 
th

at
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
’s

 m
e

m
o

ri
es

 h
ad

 s
u

rv
iv

ed
. 

B
u

t 
I 

h
ad

 a
 r

ec
o

rd
 f

ro
m

th
e 

fir
st

 i
n

ca
rn

at
io

n
, 

th
e 

se
n

so
ry

 s
to

n
e 

jo
u

rn
al

 I
 h

ad
 f

o
u

nd
 f

o
r

P
h

ar
od

. 
It

 w
as

 t
im

e 
to

 m
ak

e 
u

se
 o

f i
t.

A
s 

I 
h

el
d

 t
h

e 
sp

h
er

e 
u

p 
th

is
 t

im
e 

an
d

 e
xa

m
in

ed
 i

t,
 I

 f
el

t 
th

e
m

e
m

o
ri

es
 o

f 
th

e 
fir

st
 o

f 
m

y 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
s 

st
ir

rin
g 

w
ith

in
 m

e,
 b

u
t

it 
w

as
 n

o
t 

an
 i

n
si

st
en

t 
o

r 
d

ri
vi

n
g 

fo
rc

e 
—

 i
t 

w
as

 c
al

m
, 

lik
e 

th
e

th
ou

gh
ts

 o
f 

a 
m

an
 w

al
ki

n
g 

ac
ro

ss
 a

 g
re

at
 d

is
ta

n
ce

 t
o

 s
p

ea
k 

to
 a

fr
ie

n
d

 h
e 

h
ad

n
’t 

se
en

 in
 a

ge
s.

 A
s 

I 
fe

lt 
h

is
 p

re
se

n
ce

 in
 m

y 
m

in
d

,
I 

sa
w

 t
h

e 
sp

h
er

e 
in

 a
 d

iff
er

en
t 

lig
h

t 
—

 n
o

t 
as

 u
gl

y,
 o

r 
h

id
eo

u
s,

b
u

t 
as

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
p

re
ci

o
u

s,
 l

ik
e 

a 
n

ew
b

o
rn

 c
h

ild
 —

 t
h

e 
sp

h
er

e
w

a
s 

th
e 

re
p

o
si

to
ry

 o
f 

m
y 

la
st

 m
o

m
en

ts
, 

b
ef

o
re

 I
 m

et
 R

av
el

 o
n

th
e 

G
ra

y 
W

as
te

 a
n

d
 a

sk
ed

 t
h

e 
im

p
o

ss
ib

le
 o

f h
er

.
I 

kn
ew

 w
h

y 
I 

as
ke

d
 h

er
. 

A
n

d
 I

 k
n

ew
 t

h
at

 a
ll 

I 
n

ee
d

ed
 t

o
 d

o
w

a
s 

to
u

ch
 t

h
e 

su
rf

ac
e 

o
f 

th
e 

sp
h

er
e 

w
ith

 b
o

th
 h

an
d

s 
an

d
 

fe
el

re
gr

et
, 

an
d

 t
h

e 
st

o
n

e 
w

o
u

ld
 o

p
en

 it
se

lf 
to

 m
e.

T
h

e 
sp

h
er

e 
w

ri
n

kl
ed

 i
n

 m
y 

h
an

d
s,

 t
h

e 
sk

in
 o

f 
th

e 
sp

h
er

e
p

ee
lin

g 
aw

a
y 

in
to

 t
ea

rs
 a

n
d 

tu
rn

in
g 

in
to

 a
 r

ai
n

 o
f 

b
ro

n
ze

 t
h

at
en

ci
rc

le
d

 m
e.

 E
ac

h
 d

ro
p

le
t, 

ea
ch

 f
ra

g
m

en
t 

th
at

 e
n

te
re

d
 m

e,
 I

 f
el

t
a 

n
ew

 m
e

m
o

ry
 s

tir
rin

g,
 a

 l
o

st
 lo

ve
, 

a 
fo

rg
o

tt
en

 p
ai

n
, 

an
 a

ch
e 

o
f

lo
ss

 —
 a

n
d 

w
ith

 i
t,

 c
am

e 
th

e 
gr

ea
t 

p
re

ss
u

re
 o

f 
re

gr
et

, 
re

gr
et

 o
f

ca
re

le
ss

 a
ct

io
n

s,
 t

h
e 

re
gr

et
 o

f 
su

ffe
rin

g,
 r

eg
re

t 
o

f 
w

ar
, 

re
gr

et
 o

f
d

ea
th

, 
an

d
 I

 f
el

t 
m

y 
m

in
d

 b
eg

in
 

bu
ck

lin
g 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

p
re

ss
u

re
 —

so
 M

U
C

H
, 

al
l a

t 
o

n
ce

, 
so

 m
u

ch
 d

am
ag

e 
d

o
n

e 
to

 o
th

er
s…

 s
o

 m
u

ch
so

 a
n

 e
n

tir
e F

O
R

T
R

E
SS

 m
ig

h
t 

b
e 

b
u

ilt
 fr

o
m

 s
u

ch
 p

ai
n

.
A

n
d

 s
u

d
d

en
ly

, 
th

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

to
rr

en
t 

o
f 

re
gr

et
s,

 I
 f

el
t 

th
e 

fir
st

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

 a
ga

in
. 

H
is

 h
an

d
, 

in
vi

si
bl

e 
an

d 
w

ei
gh

tle
ss

, 
w

as
 u

p
o

n
m

y 
sh

o
u

ld
er

, 
st

ea
d

yi
n

g 
m

e.
 H

e 
d

id
n

’t 
sp

ea
k,

 b
u

t 
w

ith
 h

is
 t

o
u

ch
,

I s
u

dd
en

ly
 r

e
m

e
m

b
er

ed
 m

y 
n

a
m

e.
…

an
d

 it
 w

as
 s

u
ch

 a
 

si
m

pl
e 

th
in

g,
 n

o
t 

at
 a

ll 
w

h
at

 I
 t

h
ou

gh
t 

it
m

ig
h

t 
b

e,
 a

nd
 I

 f
el

t 
m

ys
el

f 
su

d
d

en
ly

 c
o

m
fo

rt
ed

. 
In

 k
n

o
w

in
g 

m
y

n
am

e,
 m

y 
tr

u
e 

n
am

e,
 I

 k
n

e
w

 t
h

at
 I

 h
ad

 g
ai

n
ed

 b
ac

k 
p

er
h

ap
s 

th
e

m
o

st
 i

m
p

o
rt

an
t 

p
ar

t 
o

f 
m

ys
el

f. 
In

 k
n

o
w

in
g 

m
y 

n
a

m
e,

 I
 k

n
ew

m
ys

el
f, 

an
d

 I
 k

n
ew

, 
n

o
w

, 
th

er
e 

w
as

 v
er

y 
lit

tle
 I

 c
o

u
ld

 n
ot

 d
o

.
T

h
e 

fir
st

 in
ca

rn
at

io
n

’s
 h

an
d

 w
as

 g
o

n
e 

fr
o

m
 m

y 
sh

o
u

ld
er

, 
an

d
 h

e
w

a
s 

w
at

ch
in

g 
m

e 
w

ith
 a

 s
lig

h
t 

sm
ile

.

T
he

 M
or

tu
ar

y
11

T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 d

id
 n

ot
 r

es
p

on
d

…
 s

h
e 

se
em

ed
 t

o
o

 in
te

n
t 

o
n

 t
h

e
b

o
d

y 
in

 f
ro

n
t 

o
f 

h
er

. 
A

s 
I 

w
at

ch
ed

 h
er

 w
o

rk
, 

I 
su

d
d

en
ly

 n
o

tic
ed

h
er

 h
an

d
s…

 h
er

 f
in

ge
rs

 w
er

e 
ta

lo
n

s.
 T

h
ey

 w
er

e 
d

ar
tin

g 
in

 a
n

d
o

u
t o

f t
h

e 
co

rp
se

’s
 c

h
es

t 
ca

vi
ty

 li
ke

 k
n

iv
es

, 
re

m
o

vi
n

g 
o

rg
an

s.
“W

h
at

’s
 w

ro
n

g 
w

ith
 y

o
u

r 
h

an
d

s?
” 

I 
m

u
tt

er
ed

, 
b

ut
 M

o
rt

e
m

u
st

 h
av

e 
h

ea
rd

 m
e,

 b
ec

au
se

 h
e 

re
p

lie
d

.
“E

h
…

 s
h

e’
s 

a t
ie

fl
in

g,
 c

h
ie

f. 
T

h
ey

 g
o

t 
fie

n
d

 b
lo

o
d

 i
n

 t
h

ei
r

ve
in

s,
 u

su
al

ly
 ‘

ca
u

se
 s

o
m

e 
an

ce
st

o
r 

o
f 

th
ei

rs
 s

h
ar

ed
 k

n
ic

ke
rs

w
ith

 o
n

e 
d

em
o

n
 o

r 
an

ot
h

er
. 

M
ak

es
 s

o
m

e 
o

f 
‘e

m
 a

d
d

le
d

 i
n

 t
h

e
h

ea
d

…
 a

n
d 

ad
d

le
d

-l
oo

ki
n

g,
 to

o
.”

D
et

er
m

in
ed

 n
o

w
, 

I 
ta

pp
ed

 th
e 

w
o

m
an

, 
to

 g
et

 h
er

 a
tt

en
tio

n
.

T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 j

u
m

p
ed

 a
n

d
 w

h
ip

p
ed

 a
ro

u
nd

 t
o

 f
ac

e 
m

e…
 I

co
u

ld
 n

o
w

 s
ee

 h
er

 e
ye

s,
 a

 r
o

tt
in

g 
ye

llo
w

, 
w

ith
 s

m
al

l o
ra

n
ge

 d
o

ts
fo

r 
p

u
p

ils
. 

A
s 

sh
e 

sa
w

 m
e,

 h
er

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n

 c
h

an
ge

d
 fr

o
m

 s
u

rp
ris

e
to

 ir
ri

ta
tio

n,
 a

nd
 s

h
e 

fr
o

w
n

ed
 a

t 
m

e.
S

h
e 

d
id

n
’t 

se
em

 t
o

 h
ea

r 
m

y 
at

te
m

p
te

d
 g

re
et

in
gs

, 
in

st
ea

d
le

an
in

g 
fo

rw
ar

d
, 

sq
u

in
tin

g,
 a

s 
if 

sh
e 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
qu

ite
 m

ak
e 

m
e

o
u

t…
 w

h
at

ev
er

 w
as

 w
ro

n
g 

w
ith

 h
er

 e
ye

s 
m

u
st

 h
av

e 
m

ad
e 

h
er

te
rr

ib
ly

 n
ea

r-
si

gh
te

d
.

“Y
o

u
 —

” 
S

h
e 

cl
ac

ke
d

 h
er

 t
al

o
n

ed
 f

in
ge

rs
 t

o
ge

th
er

, 
th

en
m

ad
e 

a 
st

ra
n

ge
 m

o
tio

n
 w

ith
 h

er
 h

an
d

s.
 “

F
in

d
 

T
H

R
E

A
D

 a
n

d
 E

M
-

b
al

m
in

g 
ju

ic
e,

 b
ri

n
g H

E
R

E
, 

to
 E

i-
V

en
e.

 G
o

 —
 G

o
 —

 G
o

.”
I 

m
o

ve
d

 o
ff,

 s
m

ili
n

g 
to

 m
ys

el
f 

at
 h

er
 r

ea
ct

io
n

. 
I 

tr
ie

d
 t

o
 p

u
t

h
er

 o
ut

 o
f 

m
y 

m
in

d
, 

b
ut

 c
o

ul
dn

’t 
sh

ak
e 

th
e 

co
n

vi
ct

io
n

 t
h

at
 I

 h
ad

b
y 

im
p

lic
at

io
n

 u
n

d
er

ta
ke

n
 a

 t
as

k,
 a

 t
as

k 
I 

d
id

n
’t 

fe
el

 r
ig

h
t 

ab
ou

t
ig

n
o

rin
g.

 F
o

rt
u

n
at

el
y,

 a
 q

u
ic

k 
se

ar
ch

 o
f 

th
e 

b
ie

rs
 a

nd
 t

ab
le

s 
in

th
e 

im
m

ed
ia

te
 

ar
e

a 
tu

rn
ed

 
u

p 
th

e 
n

ec
es

sa
ry

 
ite

m
s.

 
W

h
en

 
I

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 E
i-

V
en

e,
 s

h
e 

w
as

 s
til

l 
d

is
se

ct
in

g 
th

e 
co

rp
se

’s
 c

h
es

t
w

ith
 h

er
 t

al
o

n
s.

 A
ga

in
, 

ta
p

p
in

g 
h

er
 t

o 
ge

t 
h

er
 a

tt
en

tio
n

, 
I 

ga
ve

h
er

 t
h

e 
th

re
ad

 a
nd

 e
m

b
al

m
in

g 
flu

id
.

W
ith

o
u

t 
m

is
si

n
g 

a 
b

ea
t,

 E
i-V

en
e 

sn
ap

p
ed

 t
h

e 
th

re
ad

 f
ro

m
m

y 
h

an
d

s 
an

d 
ho

o
ke

d
 i

t 
ar

o
un

d 
o

n
e 

o
f 

h
er

 t
al

on
s,

 t
h

en
 b

eg
an

se
w

in
g 

u
p

 t
h

e 
co

rp
se

’s
 c

h
es

t.
 S

h
e 

th
en

 t
o

o
k 

th
e 

em
b

al
m

in
g

flu
id

, 
an

d
 b

eg
an

 to
 a

pp
ly

 a
 la

ye
r 

to
 t

h
e 

co
rp

se
.

F
as

ci
n

at
ed

 b
y 

h
er

 w
o

rk
, 

I 
st

o
o

d 
an

d
 w

at
ch

ed
 h

er
. 

W
ith

in
m

in
u

te
s,

 s
h

e 
w

as
 f

in
is

h
ed

. 
S

h
e 

cl
ic

ke
d

 h
er

 t
al

on
s,

 t
h

en
 t

u
rn

ed
 t

o
fa

ce
 m

e.
 T

o
 m

y 
su

rp
ris

e,
 s

h
e 

ex
te

n
d

ed
 h

er
 h

an
d

 a
n

d
 d

ra
gg

ed
 h

er
ta

lo
n

s 
al

on
g 

m
y 

ar
m

s 
an

d
 c

h
es

t.
 I

 s
tif

fe
n

ed
, 

p
la

yi
n

g 
m

y 
p

ar
t 

as
 a

zo
m

b
ie

, 
ig

n
o

rin
g 

M
o

rt
e’

s 
co

m
m

en
t,

 “
Lo

o
ks

 l
ik

e 
yo

u
 h

av
e 

a
n

ew
 f

ri
en

d
, 

ch
ie

f. 
Y

o
u

 tw
o

 n
ee

d
 s

o
m

e 
tim

e 
to

ge
th

er
, 

o
r…

?”
A

s 
sh

e 
tr

ac
ed

 m
y 

ar
m

s 
an

d
 c

h
es

t,
 I

 s
u

dd
en

ly
 n

o
tic

ed
 s

h
e

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 b
e 

ex
a

m
in

in
g 

m
y 

sc
ar

s.
 S

h
e 

w
ith

d
re

w
 h

er
 t

al
o

n
s,
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T

he M
ortuary

clicking them
 tw

ice, then bent forw
ard and exam

ined som
e of

the tattoos on m
y chest.

“H
m

m
p

h
. W

h
o

 w
rite o

n
 yo

u
? H

ivers d
o

 th
at? N

o
 resp

ect
fo

r zo
m

fie
s. Z

o
m

fies, n
o

t p
ain

tin
gs.” S

h
e sn

iffed
, th

en
 p

o
ked

o
n

e o
f m

y scars. “T
h

is o
n

e b
ad

 sh
ap

e, m
an

y scars, n
o

 p
reserfs.”

H
er talo

n
s sud

d
enly h

o
o

ked
 into

 the th
read

 I h
ad

 brou
gh

t
h

er, an
d ligh

tn
in

g-like, sh
e jabb

ed
 an

o
th

er talon
 in

to th
e skin

n
ear o

n
e o

f m
y scars. T

h
e sen

satio
n

 w
as cu

rio
u

sly p
ain

less as
E

i-V
en

e b
egan

 to
 stitch

 u
p

 m
y scars.

W
h

en
 sh

e w
as d

o
n

e, sh
e sn

iffed
 m

e, fro
w

n
ed

, th
en stab

b
ed

h
er fin

gers in
to

 th
e em

b
alm

in
g flu

id
. W

ith
in

 m
in

u
tes, sh

e h
ad

d
ab

b
ed m

y b
o

d
y w

ith
 th

e flu
id

…
 an

d
 stran

gely en
o

u
gh

, it m
ad

e
m

e feel better. M
o

rte cou
ldn

’t resist a co
m

m
en

t.
“T

h
is m

a
y b

e th
e seco

n
d

 tim
e in

 m
y life I'm

 th
an

kfu
l I d

on
’t

h
ave a n

o
se.”

E
i-V

en
e p

ut th
e last tou

ch
es on

 m
y b

o
d

y, ga
ve m

e an
o

th
er

sn
iff, n

o
d

d
ed

, th
en

 m
ad

e a sh
o

o
in

g m
o

tio
n

 w
ith

 h
er talo

n
s.

“D
o

n
e. G

o
 —

 go
.”

I stu
m

b
led

 aro
un

d
 a b

it m
o

re, th
en

 fo
un

d
 a stairw

ell d
o

w
n

to
 

th
e 

gro
un

d
 

flo
o

r. 
I 

saw
 

an
o

th
er 

o
f 

th
e 

D
u

stm
en

, 
w

h
o

 
I

ap
p

ro
ach

ed. T
o

 m
y d

ism
a

y, h
e reg

ard
ed

 m
e w

ith
 an

 alert, ston
y

gaze, sa
yin

g “A
re yo

u
 lo

st?”
“N

o
.” I qu

ickly rep
lied

.
“If yo

u
 are n

o
t lo

st, w
h

at is yo
u

r b
u

sin
ess h

ere?”
“I w

a
s h

ere fo
r an

 in
tern

m
en

t, bu
t th

ere see
m

s to
 b

e h
ave

b
een

 a m
istake. “ F

o
r on

e b
rief, gid

d
y m

o
m

en
t, I w

an
ted

 to
co

n
tin

u
e, to

 say th
e m

ista
ke w

a
s I w

as th
e in

tern
m

en
t, bu

t I
w

a
sn

’t q
u

ite d
ead

.
“W

h
o

 w
as in

terred
? P

erh
ap

s th
e services are takin

g p
lace

so
m

e
w

h
ere else in

 th
e M

o
rtu

ary.”
“T

h
at 

co
u

ld
 

b
e. 

W
h

ere 
are 

th
ese 

o
th

er 
services 

takin
g

p
lace?”

“S
everal 

in
tern

m
en

t 
ch

am
b

ers 
lin

e 
th

e 
p

erim
eter 

o
f 

th
e

M
o

rtu
ary. T

h
e

y fo
llo

w
 th

e cu
rve o

f th
e w

all o
n

 th
e first and

seco
n

d
 

flo
o

rs. 
D

o
 

yo
u

 
kn

o
w

 
th

e 
n

am
e 

o
f 

th
e 

d
eceased

?”
T

rap
p

ed
 

b
y 

m
y 

o
w

n
 

p
revaricatio

n
, 

I 
cou

ld
 

on
ly 

give 
o

n
e

an
sw

er.
“Y

es,” I rep
lied

. T
h

e D
u

stm
an

 w
as silen

t, o
b

vio
u

sly w
aitin

g
fo

r m
o

re. I h
ad

 to
 m

ake u
p

 so
m

eth
in

g.
“T

h
e n

a
m

e is…
 u

h
, A

d
ah

n
.”

“T
h

at n
a

m
e is n

o
t fa

m
iliar to

 m
e. C

h
eck w

ith
 o

n
e o

f th
e

gu
id

es at th
e fro

n
t gate…

 th
ey m

ay b
e ab

le to
 d

irect yo
u

 b
etter

th
an

 I.”

M
aze O

f R
eflections
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“V
ery 

w
ell, 

th
en

…
 

w
e 

sh
all 

b
eco

m
e 

a
s 

o
n

e. 
A

re 
yo

u
read

y?” “O
n

e last th
in

g…
 ju

st th
is…

” T
h

e in
carn

ation
 p

au
sed

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t, 

search
in

g 
m

y 
featu

res. 
“B

e
fo

re 
I 

retu
rn

 
to

o
b

livion
 —

 th
ere is so

m
eth

in
g I w

o
u

ld
 kn

o
w

.”
“I can

 sp
are a little tim

e fo
r th

is —
 w

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 w

ish
 to

kn
o

w
?” H

e stu
d

ied
 m

y 
e

ye
s, h

is 
exp

ressio
n

 
so

m
b

er, 
b

efo
re

askin
g h

is q
u

estion
.

“D
id

 yo
u

 live yo
u

r life —
 th

e b
rief life yo

u
 h

ave h
ad

? In
 th

e
en

d
…

 w
as it w

o
rth

 it?”
“It see

m
ed

 so
…

. sh
o

rt. W
h

at little I exp
erien

ced
, I en

jo
yed

,
an

d
 I d

o
 n

ot w
ish

 to
 fo

rget it.” D
esp

ite th
e p

ain
, I w

o
u

ld
 n

ever
w

illin
gly give u

p
 th

e m
e

m
o

ries o
f m

y co
m

rad
es, o

th
ers I h

ad
m

et, even
 th

e streets o
f th

e H
ive h

eld
 a certain

 p
recio

u
sn

ess to
m

e.H
e 

n
o

dd
ed

 
at 

m
y 

w
o

rd
s, 

an
d

 
I 

th
o

u
gh

t 
to

 
see 

a 
sligh

t
lessen

in
g o

f ten
sio

n
 in

 h
is featu

res, as th
ou

gh
 m

y w
o

rd
s h

ad
eased

 
a 

b
u

rd
en 

h
e 

h
ad

 
carried

; 
th

en
 

h
e 

co
llap

sed
, 

th
e 

life
ru

nn
in

g ou
t o

f h
im

 an
d

 in
to

 m
e. A

s h
e fell to

 th
e b

lack sto
n

es, I
felt a cra

w
lin

g sen
satio

n
 in

 th
e b

ack o
f m

y sku
ll, m

a
kin

g m
e

sh
iver, an

d
 I kn

ew
 th

e in
carn

atio
n

 w
as n

o m
o

re.
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0

M
az

e 
O

f 
R

ef
le

ct
io

ns

“B
e

fo
re

 y
o

u
 s

ai
d

 t
h

at
 w

h
en

 w
e 

d
ie

, 
tr

ac
es

 a
re

 l
e

ft 
in

 t
h

e
m

in
d

. 
T

h
at

’s
 

w
h

at
 

ca
u

se
d

 
yo

u
 

al
l 

to
 

em
er

ge
. 

R
ig

h
t?

” 
I

co
n

tin
u

ed
 b

ef
o

re
 h

e 
co

u
ld

 a
n

sw
er

. 
“S

o
, 

is
 i

t 
p

o
ss

ib
le

 t
h

at
 t

h
e

fir
st

 o
f 

u
s 

—
 t

h
e 

re
al

 o
n

e 
o

f 
u

s,
 b

ef
o

re
 a

ll 
th

e 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
s,

m
ig

h
t 

st
ill

 b
e 

b
u

rie
d

 s
o

m
ew

h
er

e 
in

 m
y 

m
in

d
.”

T
h

e 
ex

p
re

ss
io

n
 o

n
 t

h
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

’s
 f

ac
e 

fli
ck

er
ed

 f
o

r 
ju

st
 a

m
o

m
en

t,
 b

u
t 

it 
w

as
 li

ke
 a

 w
in

d
o

w
, 

an
d

 I
 s

ud
d

en
ly

 r
ea

liz
ed

 w
h

o
it 

w
as

 I 
w

as
 s

p
ea

ki
n

g 
to

.
“Y

ou
 w

er
e 

th
e 

fir
st

 o
f 

u
s.

” 
T

h
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

’s
 e

ye
s 

to
o

k 
o

n 
a

h
au

n
te

d
 lo

o
k,

 a
nd

 h
is

 g
az

e 
tu

rn
ed

 a
w

a
y 

fr
o

m
 m

in
e.

“I
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 a

re
 t

h
in

ki
n

g 
—

 b
u

t 
it 

is
 n

o
t 

th
e 

ca
se

. 
Y

o
u

th
in

k 
th

at
 k

n
o

w
in

g 
th

e 
m

in
d

 o
f t

h
e 

fir
st

 o
f u

s 
w

ill
 s

o
m

eh
o

w
 h

el
p

yo
u

 h
er

e,
 in

 th
is

 p
la

ce
. 

It 
w

ill
 n

o
t.”

“B
u

t 
w

h
y 

—
 I

 h
av

e 
so

 m
an

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
th

at
 

Y
O

U
 c

an
 a

n
sw

er
.

W
h

y 
d

id
 w

e 
b

ec
o

m
e 

im
m

o
rt

al
? 

W
h

y?
”

“B
ec

au
se

 i
f 

w
e 

d
ie

, tr
ul

y 
d

ie
…

” 
T

h
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n 

lo
o

ke
d

 u
p

at
 m

e,
 a

n
d

 h
is

 e
ye

s 
w

er
e 

lik
e 

st
e

el
. 

“D
ea

th
’s

 k
in

gd
o

m
 w

ill
 

no
t

b
e 

p
ar

ad
is

e,
 n

o
t 

fo
r 

u
s.

 I
f 

yo
u

 s
p

o
ke

 t
o

 t
h

es
e 

o
th

er
s 

th
at

 w
er

e
h

er
e,

 k
n

o
w

 t
h

at
 a

 f
ra

ct
io

n
 o

f 
th

e 
ev

il 
o

f 
th

ei
r 

liv
es

 i
s 

b
u

t 
a 

d
ro

p
o

f 
w

at
er

 c
o

m
p

ar
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e 
ev

il 
o

f 
m

in
e.

 T
h

at
 l

ife
, 

th
at

 o
n

e 
lif

e,
ev

en
 w

it
ho

ut
 t

h
e 

th
o

u
sa

nd
s 

o
f 

o
th

er
s,

 h
as

 g
iv

en
 a

 s
ea

t 
in

 t
h

e
Lo

w
er

 P
la

n
es

 fo
r 

et
er

n
ity

.”
“B

u
t 

yo
u

 s
ee

m
 s

o
 m

u
ch

…
 c

al
m

er
. 

M
o

re
 w

el
l-

in
te

n
tio

n
ed

.”
“I

 b
ec

a
m

e 
th

at
 w

a
y,

 y
es

. 
B

e
ca

u
se

 f
o

r 
m

e…
” 

H
is

 v
o

ic
e 

to
o

k
o

n
 a

 s
tr

an
ge

 e
ch

o.
 “

It 
is

 
re

gr
et

 t
h

at
 m

a
y 

ch
an

ge
 t

h
e 

n
at

u
re

 o
f 

a
m

an
.”

 H
e 

si
gh

ed
. 

“B
u

t 
it 

w
as

 t
o

o
 la

te
. 

I w
as

 a
lre

ad
y 

d
a

m
n

ed
.”

“I
 f

o
u

n
d

 t
h

at
 c

h
an

gi
n

g 
m

y 
n

at
u

re
 w

as
 n

o
t 

en
ou

gh
. 

I 
n

ee
d

ed
m

o
re

 t
im

e,
 a

n
d

 I
 n

ee
d

ed
 m

o
re

 l
ife

. 
S

o
 I

 c
am

e 
to

 t
h

e 
gr

ea
te

st
 o

f
th

e 
G

ra
y 

S
is

te
rs

 a
n

d
 a

sk
ed

 h
er

 f
o

r 
a 

b
o

on
 —

 t
o

 t
ry

 a
n

d
 h

el
p

 m
e

liv
e 

lo
n

g 
en

ou
gh

 t
o

 r
ec

tif
y 

al
l 

th
e 

d
am

ag
e 

I 
h

ad
 d

o
n

e.
 T

o
 m

ak
e

m
e 

im
m

o
rt

al
.”

“A
n

d
 R

av
el

 d
id

. 
B

u
t 

w
h

en
 s

h
e 

fir
st

 t
es

te
d

 y
o

u
r 

im
m

o
rt

al
ity

an
d

 k
ill

ed
 y

o
u

, 
yo

u
 f

o
rg

o
t 

ev
er

yt
h

in
g.

 
E

ve
ry

th
in

g.
” 

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

b
ro

ke
n

 a
t 

m
y 

w
o

rd
s.

“A
n

d
 t

h
e 

P
la

n
es

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 d
yi

n
g 

ev
er

 s
in

ce
. 

T
h

e 
cr

im
e 

is
gr

ea
t,

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

b
la

m
e 

is
 m

in
e.

”
“T

h
er

e 
ar

e 
so

 m
an

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
I 

h
av

e 
fo

r 
yo

u
 —

 w
h

o
 a

re
yo

u
, 

w
h

at
 w

as
 y

o
u

r li
fe

 li
ke

? 
W

h
o

—
” 

T
h

e 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
 s

h
oo

k 
h

is
h

ea
d

, 
cu

tti
n

g 
m

e 
o

ff.
“W

h
en

 I
 b

ec
o

m
e 

n
o

 m
o

re
, 

w
h

en
 I

 m
er

g
e 

w
ith

 y
o

u
, 

yo
u

 w
ill

h
av

e 
th

e 
an

sw
er

s 
yo

u
 s

ee
k.

 I
t 

m
ay

 t
ak

e 
so

m
e 

tim
e 

to
 s

o
rt

 t
h

em
o

u
t, 

bu
t 

th
ey

 a
re

 t
h

er
e.

” 
H

e 
sm

ile
d

 r
u

ef
u

lly
. 

“I
t 

is
 d

iff
ic

u
lt 

to
co

m
m

u
n

ic
at

e 
a 

lif
e 

w
ith

 w
o

rd
s.

”

T
he

 M
or

tu
ar

y
13

“V
er

y 
w

el
l. 

I 
w

ill
 d

o
 t

h
at

. 
F

ar
ew

el
l.”

 I
 m

o
ve

d
 a

w
a

y,
 g

la
d

th
at

 t
h

e 
D

u
st

m
an

 s
ee

m
ed

 s
o

 e
ag

er
 t

o
 r

et
u

rn
 t

o 
h

is
 i

n
te

rr
up

te
d

d
u

tie
s 

th
at

 n
o

 s
u

sp
ic

io
n

s 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

 r
ai

se
d.
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D

eionarra

D
E

IO
N

A
R

R
A

I 
m

oved 
about 

the 
perim

eter 
of 

the 
first 

floor, 
am

ong 
the

m
e

m
o

rial b
iers p

laced
 alon

g th
e w

all. U
n

fo
rtu

n
ately, D

h
all’s

d
irectio

n
s w

ere o
f little u

se, sin
ce I h

ad
 n

o id
ea w

h
ich

 w
a

y w
as

n
o

rth
w

est. I stu
d

ied th
e n

am
e o

n
 each

 b
ier as I cam

e to
 it,

h
o

pin
g on

e w
o

u
ld trigger a m

e
m

o
ry, care

fu
lly sta

yin
g far a

w
a

y
fro

m
 an

y o
th

er D
u

stm
en

.
I 

ca
m

e 
to

 
a 

b
ier 

w
ith

 
a 

p
laq

u
e 

w
h

ich
 

read
, 

“H
ere 

lies
D

eio
n

arra.”
S

h
o

ckin
gly, an

 in
sub

stan
tial p

h
an

tasm
 o

f a w
o

m
an

 ap
p

eared
b

efo
re th

e b
ier. A

 strikin
gly b

eau
tifu

l gh
o

stly fo
rm

, h
er arm

s
cro

ssed
, h

er eyes clo
sed

. S
h

e h
ad lon

g, flo
w

in
g h

air, an
d

 h
er

go
w

n
 see

m
ed

 stirred
 b

y so
m

e eth
ereal b

reeze. I realized
 I h

ad
seen

 h
er b

efo
re. T

h
is gh

o
st h

ad
 app

eared
 in

 m
y d

rea
m

 b
e

fo
re I

aw
o

ke in
 th

e M
o

rtu
ary. A

s I w
atch

ed
, sh

e stirred
 sligh

tly, an
d

h
er eyes flickered

.
H

er e
yes slo

w
ly o

p
en

ed
, and

 sh
e blin

ked
 in

 con
fu

sio
n fo

r a
m

o
m

en
t, as if u

n
certain

 w
h

ere sh
e w

as. S
h

e lo
o

ked
 arou

nd
slo

w
ly, th

en
 saw

 m
e. H

er tran
q

u
il face s

u
d

d
en

ly tw
isted

 in
to

 a
sn

arl.
“Y

o
u

! W
h

at is it th
at b

rin
gs you h

ere?! H
ave yo

u
 co

m
e to

see first-h
an

d
 th

e m
isery yo

u
 h

ave w
ro

u
gh

t? P
erh

ap
s in

 d
eath I

still ho
ld so

m
e sh

red
 o

f u
se fo

r yo
u

…
?” H

er vo
ice d

ro
p

p
ed

 to
 a

h
iss. “…

'm
y Lo

ve.’ ”
S

u
rp

rised
 

b
y 

h
er 

ven
o

m
, 

I 
p

lain
tively 

asked
, 

“W
h

o
 

are
yo

u
?” In

 a su
d

d
en ch

an
ge o

f em
o

tio
n

, th
e sp

irit m
ad

e a b
eggin

g
m

o
tio

n
 w

ith
 h

er h
an

d
s.

“H
o

w
 can

 it b
e th

at th
e thieves o

f th
e m

in
d

 co
n

tinu
e to

 steal
m

y n
a

m
e fro

m
 yo

u
r m

e
m

o
ry? D

o
 yo

u
 n

o
t 

rem
em

ber m
e, m

y
Lo

ve?
” T

h
e gh

o
st stretch

ed
 o

ut h
er arm

s. “T
h

in
k…

” H
er vo

ice
b

eca
m

e d
esp

erate ag
ain

. “…
th

e n
am

e 
D

eionarra m
u

st evo
ke

so
m

e m
e

m
o

ry w
ith

in
 yo

u
.”

“I 
think I feel th

e stirrin
gs o

f m
em

o
ry…

 tell m
e 

m
o

re.
P

erh
ap

s yo
u

r w
o

rd
s sh

all ch
ase th

e sh
ad

o
w

s fro
m

 m
y m

in
d

,
D

eio
n

arra.”
“O

h
, at last th

e fates sh
o

w
 m

ercy! E
ven

 d
eath

 can
no

t ch
ase

m
e fro

m
 yo

u
r m

in
d

, m
y Lo

ve
! D

o
 yo

u
 n

o
t see? Y

o
u

r m
e

m
o

ries

M
aze O

f R
eflections

439

I turned to the practical incarnation. H
e affixed m

e w
ith a

stony gaze. H
e looked like he w

as sizing m
e up for w

eaknesses.
I gave him

 a sim
ple statem

ent of truth.
“I in

tend
 to m

erg
e w

ith
 yo

u
.”

“S
o

 b
e it, th

en
.” H

is eyes b
eca

m
e gra

y like m
ist, an

d
 h

e
gave a sligh

t sm
ile, as if in

 an
ticip

atio
n

. “W
e sh

all see w
h

at
yo

u
r m

in
d

 h
as in

 sto
re…

” I w
as su

re h
e felt I h

ad
 reco

gn
ized

m
y o

w
n

 w
ea

kn
ess, an

d
 su

rrend
ered

. B
ut I h

ad
 fo

un
d

 m
y o

w
n

stren
gth

s o
n p

ath
s h

e w
o

u
ld

 h
ave sn

eered
 at. B

esid
es, th

ese
o

th
er in

carn
ation

s h
ad

 h
ad th

eir d
ay; I w

as th
e o

n
e w

h
o

 m
u

st
m

eet th
e keep

er o
f th

is fo
rtress.

I lo
cked

 gazes w
ith

 h
im

…
 h

is eyes w
ere like sto

n
es, an

d
th

ey started
 to

 d
rag m

e d
o

w
n

…
 b

u
t th

en
 I started to resist h

im
.

A
s I sw

a
m

 in
 th

e co
rrid

o
rs o

f h
is m

in
d

, th
e first em

o
tio

n
 I

en
co

u
ntered

 w
as su

rp
rise —

 an
d

 his eyes w
id

en
ed

. H
e w

as n
o

t
ab

so
rb

in
g m

e; m
y w

ill w
as stro

n
ger, an

d
 it w

as co
n

su
m

in
g 

him
.

I felt h
im

 d
esp

erately tryin
g to

 p
u

ll b
ack, b

u
t h

e cou
ld

 no
t —

 h
e

w
a

s to
o

 w
eak, an

d
 m

y w
ill b

lo
cked

 h
is retreat w

h
ile d

raw
in

g
h

im
 d

eep
er in

to m
y su

b
-co

n
scio

u
s.

“T
h

is is th
e last tim

e w
e sh

all ever sp
ea

k. R
etu

rn
 to

 d
eath,

w
h

ere yo
u

 belong.” H
e loo

ked
 in

credu
lou

s fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, th

en
h

e 
d

isin
tegrated

, 
an

d
 

I 
felt 

a 
R

U
S

H 
o

f 
kn

o
w

led
g

e 
p

o
u

rin
g

th
rou

gh
 m

e, figh
tin

g to
 th

e su
rface…

 it w
as alm

o
st to

o
 m

u
ch

 to
ab

so
rb

 
at 

o
n

ce, 
an

d
 

I 
fo

u
nd

 
m

yself 
d

iso
rien

ted
. 

S
o

 
m

u
ch

kn
o

w
led

ge —
 so

 m
an

y exp
erien

ces, th
at —

…
an

d
 as qu

ickly as it o
ccu

rred
, th

e ru
sh

 sub
sid

ed
, and

 I
stead

ied
 m

yself. T
h

e b
its o

f kn
o

w
led

ge sw
irled

 ab
o

u
t in

 m
y

m
in

d
, an

d
 I w

o
u

ld
 h

ave to
 m

ake sen
se o

f th
e

m
 later. F

o
r no

w
,

o
n

ly 
o

n
e 

piece 
o

f 
kn

o
w

led
ge 

w
as 

im
p

o
rtan

t 
—

 
th

at 
th

e
in

carn
ation

 did
 NO

T kn
o

w
 h

o
w

 to
 leave th

is p
lace.

“D
a

m
m

it…
” I m

u
ttered

. T
h

ere w
as n

o
 lo

n
ger an

y trace o
f

th
e tw

o
 in

carn
ation

s I h
ad

 ab
so

rb
ed in th

e ro
o

m
. I tu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e
re

m
ain

in
g in

carn
ation

, b
u

t I h
esitated. A

lm
o

st e
veryth

in
g I h

ad
learn

ed
 ab

ou
t m

y p
ast lives h

ad
 in

vo
lved

 su
fferin

g, an
d

 to
rm

en
t.

I d
esired

 to
 sp

eak to
 th

is in
carn

ation
, to

 learn
 o

f p
leasan

t thin
gs

I m
igh

t h
ave d

o
n

e. M
o

re, I felt as th
ou

gh
 th

is in
carn

ation
 w

ere a
frien

d
, an

d
 I lon

ged
 to po

u
r m

y th
o

u
gh

ts an
d fears o

u
t to

 h
im

.
B

u
t m

y frien
d

s d
ou

b
tless n

eed
ed

 m
e, an

d
 b

efo
re m

e w
a

s o
n

ly an
ech

o
 o

f a p
ast life, an

 ech
o

 I n
eed

ed to m
erge b

ack in
to

 m
yself

if I ever h
o

p
ed

 to escap
e th

is trap.
H

e sm
iled

 as h
e n

o
ticed

 I w
as d

o
n

e w
ith

 m
y th

o
u

gh
ts, an

d
sp

o
ke, h

is vo
ice carryin

g a fain
t ech

o
. “Y

es?”
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8

M
az

e 
O

f 
R

ef
le

ct
io

ns

“T
h

er
e…

” 
H

e 
se

e
m

ed
 c

o
n

fu
se

d
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t.

 “
T

h
er

e 
w

er
e

M
A

N
Y

 
th

at
 

I 
ki

lle
d

. 
T

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

m
an

y 
th

at
 

n
ee

d
ed

 
to

 
b

e
si

le
n

ce
d

.”
 I

 fe
lt 

p
ity

 f
o

r 
h

im
 a

t 
th

at
 m

o
m

en
t,

 a
n

d
 I

 a
ls

o
 t

h
ou

gh
t 

I
sa

w
 a

 w
a

y 
to

 s
id

es
te

p
 h

is
 p

ar
an

o
ia

. 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 s
p

ea
k 

to
 h

im
 i

n
 t

h
e

la
n

gu
ag

e 
o

f 
th

e 
U

yo
; 

h
e 

h
ad

 m
u

rd
er

ed
 F

in
 t

o 
m

a
ke

 s
u

re
 t

h
er

e
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
n

o
 o

th
er

 li
vi

n
g 

sp
ea

ke
rs

.
La

n
gu

ag
e 

o
f 

th
e 

U
yo

: 
(L

et
 u

s 
sp

ea
k 

in
 p

ri
va

te
, 

ju
st

 t
h

e 
tw

o
o

f u
s.

)
A

s 
I 

sp
o

ke
 t

h
e 

la
n

gu
ag

e 
o

f 
th

e 
U

yo
, 

th
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

’s
 e

ye
s

w
id

en
ed

, 
an

d
 h

e 
st

ar
ed

 a
t 

m
e.

 A
fte

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t 
o

f 
si

le
n

ce
, 

h
e

re
p

lie
d

 in
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

la
n

gu
ag

e.
(O

n
ly

 I
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
e 

la
n

gu
ag

e 
o

f 
th

e 
U

yo
. 

H
o

w
 d

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

it?
) (Y

o
u

 a
re

 c
o

rr
ec

t:
 y

o
u

 a
re

 t
h

e 
o

n
ly

 o
n

e 
w

h
o

 k
n

o
w

s 
th

e
la

n
gu

ag
e 

o
f 

th
e 

U
yo

. 
S

o
 i

f 
I 

kn
o

w
 t

h
e 

la
n

gu
ag

e 
o

f 
th

e 
U

yo
, 

I
m

u
st

 b
e 

yo
u

.)
 H

e 
w

as
 s

ile
n

t, 
st

ar
in

g 
at

 m
e.

(I
t 

is
 t

h
es

e o
th

er
s 

w
h

o
 a

re
 n

o
t 

yo
u

, 
fo

r 
th

ey
 d

o
 n

o
t 

kn
o

w
 t

h
e

la
n

gu
ag

e 
o

f t
h

e 
U

yo
.)

 H
e 

n
od

d
ed

…
 s

lo
w

ly
.

(I
 h

ea
r 

yo
u

.)
(T

h
is

 p
la

ce
 c

o
n

fu
se

s 
o

n
e’

s 
p

er
ce

p
tio

n
s 

—
 w

e 
ar

e 
b

o
th

 y
o

u
,

an
d

 n
o

w
 w

e 
m

u
st

 b
ec

o
m

e 
as

 o
n

e.
) 

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 fr
ig

h
te

n
ed

.
“I

…
” 

T
o

 m
y 

su
rp

ris
e,

 h
e 

re
ve

rt
ed

 t
o

 n
o

rm
al

 s
p

ee
ch

…
 a

n
d

al
l t

h
e 

in
fle

ct
io

n
s 

to
 h

is
 v

o
ic

e 
w

er
e 

go
n

e.
 I

t 
w

as
 c

al
m

, 
le

ve
l, 

an
d

m
u

ch
 li

ke
 m

y 
o

w
n

. 
“I

…
 n

o
 lo

n
ge

r 
w

is
h

 t
o

 li
ve

 li
ke

 t
h

is
.”

(Y
o

u
 n

o
 lo

n
ge

r 
h

av
e 

to
. 

Y
ou

 h
av

e 
su

ffe
re

d
 m

u
ch

. 
Y

o
u

 w
er

e
b

o
rn

 i
nt

o
 a

 w
o

rld
 w

h
er

e 
n

o
th

in
g 

m
ad

e 
se

n
se

, 
w

h
er

e 
st

ra
n

ge
rs

cl
ai

m
ed

 t
h

ey
 k

n
ew

 y
o

u
, 

th
ey

 b
la

m
ed

 y
o

u
 f

o
r 

th
in

gs
 y

o
u

 k
n

ew
n

o
th

in
g 

o
f, 

an
d

 t
h

ey
 t

ri
ed

 t
o

 h
u

rt
 y

o
u

…
 A

ll 
th

e 
p

ai
n

 a
nd

 w
o

rr
y

an
d

 to
rm

en
t 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
ex

is
te

n
ce

; 
I 

w
ill

 w
ip

e 
it 

aw
a

y.
)

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e 

—
 a

n
d

 I
 w

at
ch

ed
 a

s 
th

e 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n 
lo

st
 it

s
m

ad
 g

le
a

m
, 

an
d

 h
is

 e
ye

s 
b

ec
a

m
e 

m
o

re
 li

ke
 m

y 
o

w
n

.
“Y

es
…

”
(I

 w
ill

 p
ro

te
ct

 y
o

u
 n

o
w

. 
Y

o
u

 w
ill

 k
n

o
w

 p
ea

ce
. 

F
o

r 
th

at
 is

 a
ll

yo
u

 e
ve

r 
w

an
te

d
, 

is
n

’t 
it?

)
T

h
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n 

re
la

xe
d

 a
t 

m
y 

w
o

rd
s,

 h
is

 e
ye

s 
d

im
m

in
g 

a
s

h
e 

lo
ck

ed
 g

az
es

 w
ith

 m
e.

 T
h

er
e 

w
as

 t
h

e 
fa

in
te

st
 o

f 
w

h
is

p
er

s,
an

d
 h

e 
fe

ll 
to

 t
h

e 
b

la
ck

 s
to

n
es

 —
 w

ith
 h

is
 c

o
lla

p
se

, 
I 

fe
lt 

a
cr

a
w

lin
g 

se
n

sa
tio

n
 in

 th
e 

b
ac

k 
o

f m
y 

sk
u

ll…
A

n
d

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 FL

O
O

D
 o

f 
m

e
m

o
rie

s,
 a

n
d

 s
tr

en
gt

h
, 

an
d

e
m

o
tio

n
s,

 a
n

d
 —

 I
 s

te
ad

ie
d

 m
ys

el
f, 

d
iz

zy
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
m

y 
vi

si
o

n
 c

le
ar

ed
, 

an
d

 I 
w

as
 m

ys
el

f o
n

ce
 m

o
re

.

D
ei

on
ar

ra
15

sh
al

l 
re

tu
rn

! 
T

el
l 

m
e 

h
o

w
 I

 c
an

 h
el

p
 y

o
u

, 
an

d
 I

 s
h

al
l!”

 T
h

er
e

w
a

s 
o

n
e 

m
ai

n
 q

u
es

tio
n

 o
n

 m
y 

m
in

d
.

“D
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
o

 I
 a

m
?”

“Y
o

u
 a

re
 o

n
e 

b
ot

h
 b

le
ss

ed
 a

n
d 

cu
rs

ed
, 

m
y 

Lo
ve

. 
A

n
d

 y
o

u
ar

e 
o

n
e 

w
h

o
 is

 n
ev

er
 fa

r 
fr

o
m

 m
y 

th
o

u
gh

ts
 a

n
d

 h
ea

rt
.”

“ 
‘B

le
ss

ed
 a

n
d

 c
u

rs
ed

?’
 W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

?”
“T

h
e 

n
at

u
re

 o
f 

yo
u

r 
cu

rs
e 

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e 

ap
p

ar
en

t, 
m

y 
Lo

ve
.

Lo
o

k 
at

 y
o

u
.”

 S
h

e 
p

oi
n

te
d 

at
 m

e.
 “

D
ea

th
 r

ej
ec

ts
 y

o
u

. 
Y

o
u

r
m

e
m

o
rie

s 
h

av
e 

ab
an

d
o

n
ed

 y
o

u
. 

D
o 

yo
u

 n
o

t 
p

au
se

 a
n

d 
w

o
n

d
er

w
h

y?
”

“M
e

m
o

rie
s 

as
id

e…
 a

n
d

 a
ss

u
m

in
g 

d
ea

th
 h

as
 r

ej
ec

te
d

 m
e…

w
h

y 
is

 t
h

at
 a

 c
u

rs
e?

”
“I

 d
o

 n
o

t 
do

ub
t 

yo
u

r 
ab

ili
ty

 t
o

 r
is

e 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
d

ea
d

. 
I 

d
o

b
el

ie
ve

 
th

at
 

ev
er

y 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
 

w
ea

ke
n

s 
yo

u
r 

th
o

u
gh

ts
 

an
d

m
e

m
o

rie
s.

 Y
o

u
 c

la
im

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

lo
st

 y
o

u
r 

m
e

m
o

ry
. 

P
er

h
ap

s 
it 

is
a 

si
d

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
f 

co
u

n
tle

ss
 d

ea
th

s?
 I

f 
so

, 
w

h
at

 m
o

re
 w

ill
 y

o
u

 lo
se

in
 s

u
cc

es
si

ve
 d

ea
th

s?
 I

f 
yo

u
 l

o
se

 y
o

u
r 

m
in

d
, 

yo
u

 w
ill

 n
o

t 
ev

en
kn

o
w

 e
n

o
u

gh
 t

o
 r

ea
liz

e 
th

at
 y

o
u

 c
an

no
t 

d
ie

. 
Y

ou
 s

h
al

l 
tr

ul
y 

b
e

d
o

o
m

ed
.”

 I
 w

o
n

d
er

ed
 h

o
w

 m
an

y 
tim

es
 I

 h
ad

 a
w

o
ke

n
 i

n
 t

h
is

M
o

rt
u

ar
y.

“ 
‘C

o
u

nt
le

ss
 d

ea
th

s?
’ H

o
w

 lo
n

g 
h

as
 t

h
is

 b
ee

n
 g

o
in

g 
o

n
?”

“I
 

d
o

 n
o

t 
tr

u
ly

 
kn

o
w

. 
E

xc
ep

t 
th

at
 

it 
h

as
 

go
n

e 
o

n
 

lo
n

g
en

o
u

gh
.”

“W
h

at
 e

ls
e 

ca
n

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
ab

o
u

t 
m

ys
el

f?
”

“I
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 o

n
ce

 c
la

im
ed

 y
o

u
 l

o
ve

d
 m

e 
an

d
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
w

o
u

ld
 l

o
ve

 m
e 

u
n

til
 d

ea
th

 c
la

im
ed

 u
s 

b
ot

h
. 

I 
b

el
ie

ve
d

 t
h

at
,

n
ev

er
 k

n
o

w
in

g 
th

e 
tr

u
th

 o
f w

h
o

 y
o

u
 w

er
e,

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 w
er

e.
”

“A
n

d
 w

h
at

 a
m

 I?
”

“Y
o

u
…

 
I…

 
ca

n
no

t…
” 

S
h

e 
su

d
d

en
ly

 
fr

o
ze

, 
an

d
 

sp
o

ke
sl

o
w

ly
, 

ca
re

fu
lly

, 
as

 i
f 

h
er

 v
o

ic
e 

fr
ig

h
te

n
ed

 h
er

. 
“T

h
e 

tr
u

th
 i

s
th

is
: 

yo
u

 a
re

 o
n

e 
w

h
o

 d
ie

s 
m

an
y 

d
ea

th
s.

 T
h

es
e 

d
ea

th
s 

h
av

e
gi

ve
n

 t
h

e 
kn

o
w

in
g 

o
f 

al
l t

h
in

gs
 m

o
rt

al
, 

an
d 

in
 y

o
u

r 
h

an
d 

lie
s 

th
e

sp
ar

k 
o

f 
lif

e…
 a

n
d

 d
ea

th
. 

T
h

o
se

 t
h

at
 d

ie
 n

ea
r 

yo
u

 c
ar

ry
 a

 t
ra

ce
o

f t
h

em
se

lv
e

s 
th

at
 y

o
u

 c
an

 b
rin

g 
fo

rt
h

…
”

A
s 

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 s
p

o
ke

 t
h

e 
w

o
rd

s,
 a

 c
ra

w
lin

g 
se

n
sa

tio
n

 w
el

le
d

u
p

 i
n

 t
h

e 
b

ac
k 

o
f 

m
y 

sk
u

ll…
 I

 s
u

dd
en

ly
 f

el
t 

co
m

p
el

le
d

 t
o

 l
oo

k
at

 m
y 

h
an

d
. 

A
s 

I 
lif

te
d

 i
t 

u
p

, lo
ok

ed
 a

t 
it,

 I
 c

ou
ld

 SE
E
 t

h
e 

b
lo

od
co

u
rs

in
g 

sl
u

gg
is

h
ly

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 m

y 
ar

m
, 

p
o

u
ri

n
g 

in
to

 m
y 

m
u

sc
le

s,
an

d
 in

 tu
rn

, g
iv

in
g 

st
re

n
gt

h
 t

o 
m

y 
b

o
n

es
…

A
n

d
 I

 k
n

ew
 D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
 w

as
 ri
gh

t. 
I 

su
d

d
en

ly
 r

e
m

e
m

b
er

ed
h

o
w

 t
o

 c
o

ax
 t

h
e 

d
im

m
es

t 
sp

ar
k 

o
f 

lif
e 

fr
o

m
 a

 b
o

d
y,

 a
n

d
 b

rin
g 

it
fo

rt
h

…
 t

h
e 

th
ou

gh
t b

o
th

 h
o

rr
ifi

ed
 a

nd
 in

tr
ig

u
ed

 m
e.

“C
an

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
w

h
er

e 
I a

m
?”

 I 
as

ke
d

.
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D

eionarra

“W
h

ere are yo
u

? W
h

y, yo
u

 are h
ere w

ith
 m

e, m
y Lo

ve…
 a

s
in

 th
e tim

es w
h

en
 life w

as so
m

eth
in

g b
o

th o
f u

s sh
ared

. N
o

w
 it

is th
e E

tern
al B

o
un

d
ary th

at sep
arates u

s.”
“ ‘E

tern
al B

ou
nd

ary?’ ”
D

eio
n

arra so
un

d
ed sad

d
en

ed
. “It is a b

arrier I fear yo
u

 sh
all

n
ever cro

ss, m
y Lo

ve. It is th
e b

arrier b
etw

een
 yo

u
r life an

d
w

h
at re

m
ain

s o
f m

in
e…

”
A

s I w
as ab

o
u

t to
 ask D

eio
n

arra abo
u

t escap
in

g th
is p

l
ace, it

cau
gh

t in
 m

y th
ro

at. It o
ccu

rred to
 m

e th
at if I to

ld
 h

er I w
as

lo
o

kin
g fo

r an
 escap

e rou
te, sh

e m
igh

t feel I w
as ab

an
d

o
n

in
g

h
er. I n

eed
ed

 to
 b

e d
elicate ab

o
ut it.

“D
eio

n
arra, I am

 in
 d

an
ger. C

an
 yo

u
 gu

id
e m

e to
 a p

lace o
f

safety? I sh
all retu

rn
 as so

on
 as I can

 to
 sp

eak to
 yo

u
 again

.”
“In

 d
an

ger?” D
eio

n
arra loo

ked
 co

n
cern

ed. “O
f co

u
rse, m

y
Lo

ve. I w
ill aid

 yo
u

 an
y w

a
y I can

…
” S

h
e clo

sed
 h

er eyes fo
r a

m
o

m
en

t, an
d

 I w
atch

ed
 an

 eth
ereal zep

h
yr p

ass th
rou

gh
 h

er
b

o
d

y, stirrin
g h

er h
air. A

fter a m
o

m
en

t, th
e zep

h
yr d

ied
, and

 h
er

e
yes slo

w
ly o

p
en

ed
. “P

erh
ap

s th
ere is a w

a
y.” S

h
e stared

 ab
o

ut
h

er, as if seekin
g o

u
t h

id
d

en en
em

ies.
“I sen

se th
at th

is p
lace h

old
s m

an
y 

d
o

o
rs sh

rou
d

ed fro
m

m
o

rtal e
yes. P

erh
ap

s yo
u

 cou
ld

 u
se o

n
e o

f th
ese p

o
rtals as a

m
ean

s 
o

f 
escap

e. 
P

o
rtals 

are 
ho

les 
in

 
existen

ce, 
lead

in
g 

to
d

estin
ation

s in
 th

e inn
er an

d ou
ter p

lan
es…

 if yo
u

 co
u

ld
 fin

d
 th

e
p

rop
er ke

y, yo
u

 co
u

ld
 escap

e th
ro

u
gh

 o
n

e o
f th

em
.” D

eio
n

arra
p

au
sed

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, as if atte

m
p

tin
g to

 rem
e

m
b

er.
“P

ortals w
ill reveal th

e
m

selves w
h

en
 yo

u
 h

ave th
e prop

er
‘ke

y.’ U
n

fo
rtu

n
ately, th

ese ke
ys can

 b
e alm

o
st an

yth
in

g…
 an

e
m

o
tio

n
, a p

iece o
f woo

d
, a d

agger o
f silvered

 glass, a scrap
 o

f
clo

th
, a tun

e yo
u

 h
u

m
 to

 yo
u

rself…
 I fe

ar th
at th

e D
u

stm
en

 are
th

e on
ly o

n
es w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 kno
w

 th
e ke

ys yo
u

 co
u

ld
 u

se to leave
th

eir h
alls, m

y Lo
ve.”

“T
h

en
 

I 
sh

all 
ask 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

em
. 

F
arew

ell, 
D

eio
n

arra.” 
I

tu
rn

ed aw
a

y, to
o

 o
verco

m
e w

ith
 em

o
tio

n
 to

 con
tin

u
e talkin

g to
th

e sp
irit. D

eion
arra sp

o
ke again

 b
efo

re I co
u

ld
 m

o
ve a

w
a

y.
“H

o
ld

 a m
o

m
en

t…
 I learn

ed
 m

u
ch

 w
h

en
 I traveled

 w
ith

yo
u

, m
y Lo

ve, an
d

 w
h

at yo
u

 h
ave lo

st, I h
ave retain

ed
. I h

ave
n

o
t d

ivu
lged

 all th
at I kno

w
 to

 yo
u

. M
y sigh

t is clear…
 w

h
ilst

yo
u

 fu
m

b
le in

 th
e d

arkn
ess fo

r a sp
ark o

f th
o

u
gh

t.”
“A

n
d

 w
h

at is it yo
u

r sigh
t sees th

at I d
o no

t?” I asked
.

“T
im

e itself rela
xes its h

o
ld

 as th
e ch

ill o
f o

b
livio

n
 slo

w
ly

claim
s u

s, m
y Lo

ve. G
lim

p
ses o

f th
in

gs yet to
 co

m
e sw

arm
acro

ss m
y visio

n
. I see yo

u
, m

y Lo
ve. I se

e yo
u

 as yo
u

 are n
o

w
,

M
aze O

f R
eflections

437

I considered asking him
 about m

erging back into m
e, but I

hesitated. H
e w

as m
y only ally here; it w

ould be better to try the
others first.

I turned to the paranoid incarnation, asking w
ho he w

as.
“ 

K
N

O
W

 th
at yo

u
 w

ill N
O

T last lo
n

g in
 th

is place, TH
IE

F!”
S

p
ittle flew

 fro
m

 th
e m

an
’s m

o
u

th
, and

 h
is face tw

isted
 in

 a
m

ad
d

en
in

g grin
. “ M

A
Z

E
S A

N
D

 R
E

G
R

E
T

S A
N

D
 D

E
A

T
H are all th

at
A

R
E H

E
R

E…
” T

h
e p

ractical in
carn

ation
 glared

 at th
e p

aran
o

id
in

carn
ation

, th
en

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 m
e, a sn

eer again
 o

n
 h

is face.
“Y

o
u

 
are 

w
astin

g 
yo

u
r 

tim
e 

sp
ea

kin
g 

to
 

th
at 

o
n

e. 
H

is
th

ou
gh

ts are all an
gles an

d
 sp

ite and
 no

th
in

g m
o

re. S
top

 w
astin

g
tim

e —
 th

ere is m
u

ch
 th

e tw
o

 o
f u

s m
u

st sp
eak o

f.”
“ 

T
H

IE
F!” T

h
e p

aran
o

id
 in

carn
atio

n’s h
an

d
s tw

isted
, as if

stran
glin

g th
e oth

er. “I w
ill feel th

e b
on

es o
f yo

u
r n

eck 
SN

A
P

b
en

eath
 m

y fin
gers…

 take m
y 

B
O

D
Y

 b
ack.” H

e tu
rn

ed
 to

 m
e.

“Y
o

u
 w

ear m
y b

o
d

y like a CL
O

A
K, an

d
 yo

u
 SH

A
M

E m
e…

”
“I a

m
 n

o
 thief. I sto

le nothing fro
m

 yo
u

.” I rep
lied

.
“ Y

O
U

 ST
O

L
E E

V
E

R
Y

T
H

IN
G

! I A
W

O
K

E O
N

 T
H

E S
T

R
E

E
T

S O
F T

H
E

R
IN

G
 C

IT
Y

, A
N

D
 A

L
L W

H
O

 S
A

W
 M

E K
N

E
W

 M
E!” H

e to
o

k a rasp
in

g
b

reath
. “A

ll th
at yo

u
 h

ad do
n

e, all th
at yo

u
 h

ad
 h

arm
ed

 —
 th

ey
w

ere w
aitin

g fo
r m

e, b
la

m
in

g m
e, h

u
rtin

g m
e, u

n
til I cou

ld
n

’t
T

A
K

E th
e vo

ices an
y m

o
re…

” H
is fin

gers grasp
ed

 at th
e air.

“A
n

d
 h

ad
 to m

ake th
e

m
 

SIL
E

N
T.”

“W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 o

f th
e o

th
er in

carn
atio

n
s?” I asked

.
“ 

T
H

IE
V

E
S. T

h
e

y are TH
IE

V
E

S —
 all o

f th
em

. A
n

d
 TH

IE
V

E
S

w
ill D

IE.”
“D

o
 

n
o

t 
threaten 

m
e, 

yo
u

 
fo

o
l” 

reto
rted 

th
e 

p
ractical

in
carn

ation
, “I w

arn
 yo

u
. If an

yo
n

e is th
e th

ief, it is yo
u

 —
 yo

u
so

u
gh

t to
 steal ou

r ch
an

ces to
 settle th

is m
atter b

y sab
o

tagin
g all

m
y w

o
rk!”

“Y
o

u
 are th

e TH
IE

F! Y
o

u
 sto

le m
y b

o
d

y an
d

 m
y life

!” T
h

is
w

a
s go

in
g n

o
w

h
ere. I d

ecid
ed to

 ask ab
ou

t d
eed

s I th
ou

gh
t h

e
h

ad
 do

n
e, to co

n
firm

 m
y gu

esses.
“T

h
e S

en
so

ry S
to

n
e trap

 —
 yo

u
’re th

e o
n

e w
h

o
 left it fo

r
m

e, w
eren

’t yo
u

?”
“Y

es…
” H

e sm
iled

, lo
w

 an
d

 evil. “S
im

p
le trap

. T
rap

 fo
r

so
m

eo
n

e w
h

o
 can

’t d
ie —

 
M

IN
D

 trap
.”

“Y
o

u
’re 

th
e 

in
carn

ation
 

th
e 

Lad
y 

m
a

zed
, 

aren
’t 

yo
u

? 
I

fo
u

n
d

 yo
u

r jo
u

rn
al in th

e Lad
y’s Maze.”

“S
im

p
le escap

e, sim
p

le trap
, b

ro
ke h

er m
aze w

ith
 ease, I

d
id

. I cou
ld h

ave m
ad

e it tigh
ter, d

ead
lier.” H

e sm
iled

. “S
h

e
kn

ew
 n

o
th

in
g o

f w
h

at it takes to
 trap

 
M

E.”
“Y

o
u

’re to
 b

lam
e fo

r killin
g th

e Lin
gu

ist F
in, aren

’t yo
u

?”
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M
az

e 
O

f 
R

ef
le

ct
io

ns

li
ke

 t
he

se
 o

th
er

s,
 h

av
e 

di
ed

 m
y 

de
at

h 
in

 y
ou

r 
m

in
d,

 a
nd

 t
hi

s
fig

m
en

t 
is

 a
ll 

th
at

 r
em

ai
n

s.
”

“B
u

t 
w

h
o

 a
re

 y
o

u
?”

“A
h

…
” 

H
is

 s
m

ile
 f

ad
ed

, 
an

d
 h

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 a

t 
m

e 
w

ith
 c

o
n

ce
rn

.
“T

h
is

 m
u

st
 b

e 
d

is
o

rie
n

tin
g 

fo
r 

yo
u

. 
Le

t 
m

e 
tr

y 
an

d
 e

xp
la

in
 —

 I
a

m
 o

n
e 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
s.

 I
 w

as
 o

n
ce

 l
o

st
, 

no
w

 I
 a

m
 h

er
e

ag
ai

n
.”

“H
o

w
 is

 t
h

at
 p

o
ss

ib
le

?”
“I

 
—

 
d

o
 

n
ot

 
kn

o
w

. 
W

h
at

ev
er

 
yo

u
 

to
u

ch
ed

 
w

ith
in

 
th

e
F

o
rt

re
ss

 
h

as
 

b
ro

u
gh

t 
p

ie
ce

s 
o

f 
yo

u
rs

el
f 

to
 

th
e 

su
rf

ac
e.

” 
H

e
p

au
se

d
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

in
ki

n
g.

 “
O

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

o
th

er
s 

m
a

y 
kn

o
w

th
e 

m
ea

n
s 

o
f h

o
w

 t
h

is
 c

a
m

e 
to

 b
e 

—
 b

u
t 

it 
is

 b
ey

o
n

d
 m

e.
”

“I
f 

yo
u

 a
re

 a
 p

ar
t 

o
f 

m
e,

 t
h

er
e 

ar
e 

th
in

gs
 I 

m
u

st
 k

n
o

w
.”

“A
sk

.”
“I

 
h

av
e 

h
ad

 
co

un
tle

ss
 

liv
es

. 
W

h
y 

ar
e 

th
er

e 
o

n
ly

 
th

re
e

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

s 
h

er
e?

”
“I

 d
o

 n
o

t 
kn

o
w

. 
P

er
h

ap
s 

w
e 

w
er

e 
th

e 
th

re
e 

p
ie

ce
s 

th
at

 w
er

e
so

m
eh

o
w

 s
til

l p
re

se
n

t 
in

 y
o

u
r 

m
in

d
.”

“P
re

se
n

t?
 H

o
w

?”
“I

 d
o

 n
o

t 
kn

o
w

 f
o

r 
su

re
, 

bu
t 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 g

u
es

s 
th

at
 w

h
en

 w
e

d
ie

, 
tr

ac
es

 o
f 

th
e 

fo
rm

er
 p

er
so

n
al

ity
 m

a
y 

re
m

ai
n

 i
n

 y
o

u
r 

m
in

d
—

 a
n

d
 I

 k
no

w
 t

h
at

 s
o

m
et

im
es

 w
e 

m
a

y 
m

a
ke

 o
u

rs
el

ve
s 

fe
lt.

”
“H

o
w

?
”

“W
h

en
 y

o
u

 a
re

 a
b

o
ut

 t
o

 p
la

ce
 y

o
u

rs
el

f 
in

 d
an

ge
r,

 o
r 

w
er

e
cl

o
se

 t
o

 a
 r

ea
liz

at
io

n,
 f

o
r 

ex
a

m
p

le
, 

I 
fo

u
nd

 t
h

at
 I

 c
o

ul
d

 s
tir

, 
h

el
p

p
ro

d
 y

o
u

 in
 th

e 
rig

h
t d

ir
ec

tio
n

.”
“S

o
 y

ou
 w

er
e 

th
at

 c
ra

w
lin

g 
se

n
sa

tio
n

 I
 k

ep
t 

fe
el

in
g 

in
 t

h
e

b
ac

k 
o

f 
m

y 
sk

u
ll?

”
“I

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

at
 a

 lo
ss

 t
o 

d
es

cr
ib

e 
h

o
w

 i
t 

fe
lt 

to
 y

o
u

, 
bu

t 
it 

is
p

o
ss

ib
le

, y
es

.”
“I

 c
a

m
e 

to
 t

h
is

 F
o

rt
re

ss
 w

ith
 a

lli
es

…
 b

u
t 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

se
p

ar
at

ed
 fr

o
m

 m
e.

”
“T

h
en

 I 
fe

ar
 y

o
u

r 
fr

ie
n

d
s 

ar
e 

al
re

ad
y 

d
ea

d
.”

 T
h

e 
m

an
 lo

o
ke

d
p

ai
n

ed
. “

T
h

is
 p

la
ce

 b
ea

rs
 a

 h
at

re
d

 fo
r 

th
e 

liv
in

g.
”

“D
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
y 

I 
w

an
te

d
 t

o 
b

ec
o

m
e 

im
m

o
rt

al
?”

“N
o

, 
I 

do
 n

o
t. 

I 
th

in
k 

it 
w

as
 d

o
n

e 
ou

t 
o

f 
fe

ar
. 

P
er

h
ap

s 
on

e 
o

f
th

e 
o

th
er

s 
kn

o
w

s,
 b

u
t n

o
t 

I.
”

“W
h

at
 m

a
ke

s 
yo

u
 t

h
in

k 
it 

w
as

 d
o

n
e 

ou
t 

o
f f

ea
r?

”
T

h
e 

m
an

 s
m

ile
d

 s
lig

h
tly

, 
b

u
t 

th
er

e 
w

as
 n

o
 h

u
m

o
r 

in
 i

t;
 i

f
an

yt
h

in
g,

 i
t 

w
as

 a
 s

ad
 s

m
ile

. 
“W

h
at

 m
an

 w
is

h
es

 t
o

 d
ie

?”
 H

e
sh

o
o

k 
h

is
 h

ea
d

 s
lo

w
ly

. 
“B

u
t 

o
nl

y 
th

e 
fir

st
 o

f 
u

s 
w

ill
 e

ve
r 

tr
u

ly
kn

o
w

 t
h

e 
re

as
o

n
 t

h
at

 b
ro

u
gh

t u
s 

to
 t

hi
s 

st
at

e.
”

D
ei

on
ar

ra
17

an
d

…
” 

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 g
re

w
 q

u
ie

t.
 I

 f
el

t 
ap

p
re

h
en

si
on

, 
b

u
t 

th
e 

d
es

ir
e

to
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
at

 s
h

e 
sa

w
 w

as
 s

tr
o

n
ge

r.
“W

h
at

 is
 it

? 
W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 s

ee
?”

“I
 s

ee
 w

h
at

 li
es

 a
h

ea
d

 f
o

r 
yo

u
. 

It 
rip

p
le

s 
th

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

p
la

n
es

,
st

e
m

m
in

g 
o

u
tw

ar
d

 fr
o

m
 t

h
is

 p
o

in
t. 

S
h

al
l I

 s
p

ea
k 

o
f w

h
at

 I
 s

ee
?

”
“T

el
l m

e.
”

“F
ir

st
, 

I 
re

qu
ir

e 
a 

p
ro

m
is

e.
 P

ro
m

is
e 

yo
u

 w
ill

 r
et

u
rn

. 
T

h
at

yo
u

 w
ill

 f
in

d
 s

o
m

e 
m

ea
n

s 
to

 s
av

e 
m

e 
o

r 
jo

in
 m

e.
”

“I
 s

w
ea

r 
I 

w
ill

 f
in

d
 s

o
m

e 
m

ea
n

s 
to

 s
av

e 
yo

u
 o

r 
jo

in
 y

o
u

.”
 I

d
id

n
’t 

kn
o

w
 w

h
at

 im
p

u
ls

e 
h

ad
 t

ri
gg

er
ed

 t
h

is
 s

ta
te

m
en

t,
 b

u
t 

I 
di

d
kn

o
w

 I
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
fo

rc
ed

 t
o 

at
te

m
p

t 
to

 fu
lfi

ll 
m

y 
p

ro
m

is
e.

“T
h

is
 i

s 
w

h
at

 m
y 

e
ye

s 
se

e,
 m

y 
Lo

ve
, 

u
n

fe
tt

er
ed

 b
y 

th
e

sh
ac

kl
es

 o
f t

im
e…

”
“Y

o
u

 s
h

al
l 

m
ee

t 
en

e
m

ie
s 

th
re

e,
 b

u
t 

n
on

e 
m

o
re

 d
an

ge
ro

u
s

th
an

 y
o

u
rs

el
f 

in
 y

o
u

r 
fu

ll 
gl

o
ry

. 
T

h
e

y 
ar

e 
sh

ad
es

 o
f 

ev
il,

 o
f

go
o

d
, 

an
d

 o
f 

n
eu

tr
al

ity
 g

iv
en

 li
fe

 a
n

d
 t

w
is

te
d

 b
y 

th
e 

la
w

s 
o

f 
th

e
p

la
n

es
.”

“Y
o

u
 s

h
al

l 
co

m
e 

to
 a

 p
ri

so
n

 b
u

ilt
 o

f 
re

gr
et

s 
an

d
 s

o
rr

o
w

,
w

h
er

e 
th

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s 

th
em

se
lv

es
 h

av
e 

go
n

e 
m

ad
. 

T
h

er
e 

yo
u

 w
ill

b
e 

as
ke

d
 t

o
 m

ak
e 

a 
te

rr
ib

le
 s

ac
ri

fic
e,

 m
y 

Lo
ve

. 
F

o
r 

th
e 

m
at

te
r 

to
b

e 
la

id
 t

o
 r

es
t,

 y
o

u
 m

u
st

 d
es

tr
o

y 
th

at
 w

h
ic

h
 k

ee
p

s 
yo

u
 a

liv
e 

an
d

b
e 

im
m

o
rt

al
 n

o
 lo

n
ge

r.
”

“ 
‘D

es
tr

o
y 

w
h

at
 k

ee
p

s 
m

e 
al

iv
e

?’
 “

 I 
as

ke
d

.
“I

 k
n

o
w

 t
h

at
 y

o
u

 m
u

st
 d

ie
…

 w
h

ile
 y

o
u

 s
til

l 
ca

n
. 

T
h

e 
ci

rc
le

m
us

t 
co

m
e 

to
 a

 c
lo

se
, 

m
y 

Lo
ve

. 
Y

o
u

 w
er

e 
n

o
t 

m
e

an
t 

fo
r 

th
is

lif
e.

 Y
o

u
 m

u
st

 f
in

d
 t

h
at

 w
h

ic
h

 w
as

 t
ak

en
 f

ro
m

 y
o

u
 a

n
d

 t
ra

ve
l

b
ey

o
n

d
, 

in
to

 th
e 

la
nd

s 
o

f t
h

e 
d

ea
d

.”
“I

 s
h

al
l w

ai
t 

fo
r 

yo
u

 in
 d

ea
th

’s
 h

al
ls

, 
m

y 
Lo

ve
.”

 S
h

e 
sm

ile
d

,
b

u
t 

th
er

e 
w

as
 o

n
ly

 s
ad

n
es

s 
in

 i
t.

 S
he

 c
lo

se
d

 h
er

 e
ye

s,
 a

n
d

 w
ith

an
 e

th
er

ea
l w

h
is

p
er

, 
sh

e 
fa

d
ed

.
I 

tu
rn

ed
 a

w
a

y 
fr

o
m

 D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

’s
 b

ie
r,

 s
til

l 
st

u
nn

ed
 a

t 
w

h
at

 I
h

ad
 p

ro
m

is
ed

. 
M

o
rt

e 
as

ke
d

 a
 q

u
es

tio
n

, 
in

 a
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 v
o

ic
e.

“Y
o

u
 b

ac
k 

w
ith

 m
e,

 c
h

ie
f?

 Y
o

u
 k

in
d

 o
f 

d
ri

fte
d

 o
u

t 
on

 m
e

th
er

e.
”

“N
o

, 
I'm

 f
in

e.
 D

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

o
 t

h
at

 s
p

ir
it 

w
as

?
” 

M
o

rt
e

w
a

s 
p

u
zz

le
d

.
“E

h
? 

S
p

iri
t?

”
“T

h
at

 s
p

ec
te

r 
I 

w
as

 t
al

ki
n

g 
to

. 
T

h
e 

w
o

m
an

.”
“Y

o
u

 
w

er
e 

ra
tt

lin
g 

yo
u

r 
bo

n
e-

bo
x 

w
ith

 
so

m
e 

w
o

m
an

?
W

h
er

e?
” 

M
o

rt
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
ro

u
nd

, 
ex

ci
te

d
. 

“W
h

at
 d

id
 s

h
e 

lo
o

k
lik

e?
” “S
h

e 
w

as
 r

ig
h

t 
o

n
 to

p
 o

f t
h

e 
b

ie
r.

 D
id

n
’t 

yo
u

 s
ee

 h
er

?”
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eionarra

“E
h

…
 no

, yo
u

 ju
st kin

d o
f d

rifted
 ou

t fo
r a bit th

ere, ju
st

sto
o

d th
ere, statu

e-like. I w
as a little w

o
rried

 yo
u

'd
 go

n
e add

led
o

n
 m

e again
.”

“I'm
 all righ

t. Let’s m
o

ve o
n

.”
I co

n
tin

u
ed m

o
vin

g alo
n

g th
e p

erim
eter o

f th
e M

o
rtu

ary.
T

o
o

 b
ad

 I d
id

n
’t h

ave an
y id

ea w
h

ere an
y o

f th
ese ‘p

o
rtals’

D
eio

n
arra h

ad
 m

en
tion

ed
 cou

ld b
e.

H
o

w
e

ver, I d
id

 see so
m

eth
in

g ah
ead

 alm
o

st as go
o

d
. D

o
o

rs,
w

h
ich

 m
o

st likely led
 o

u
tsid

e. H
o

p
in

g I w
o

u
ldn

’t fin
d th

em
lo

cked
, I m

o
ved

 to
w

ard
s th

em
. U

n
fo

rtu
n

ately, an
o

th
er d

am
n

ed
D

u
stm

an
 h

ad
 ap

p
ro

ach
ed

 on
 silen

t feet, an
d

 w
as to

o
 clo

se fo
r

m
e to

 p
retend

 I d
idn

’t see h
im

.
H

e w
as a tired

-lo
o

kin
g m

an
 in

 a b
lack rob

e. H
is n

arro
w

 fa
ce

w
a

s 
extre

m
ely 

p
ale, 

an
d

 
h

e 
didn

’t 
lo

o
k 

as 
if 

h
e 

h
ad 

b
een

sleep
in

g: 
h

is 
sho

uld
ers 

w
ere 

slu
m

p
ed

, 
an

d
 

th
e 

flesh
 

sagged
lo

o
sely b

en
eath

 h
is b

loo
d

sh
o

t eyes. H
e lo

o
ked

 so
 lo

st in
 th

ou
gh

t
h

e m
igh

t n
o

t even
 h

ave n
oticed

 m
e, b

u
t I co

u
ld

n
’t co

un
t o

n th
at.

“G
reetin

gs…
”

“G
reetin

gs…
” T

h
e m

an
 tu

rn
ed

 to
 face m

e an
d

 m
ad

e a sligh
t

b
o

w
. I su

dd
en

ly n
o

ticed
 th

at h
is eyes 

w
eren

’t b
loo

d
sh

o
t so

m
u

ch
 as th

e
y h

ad
 a red

 tin
ge to

 th
em

. “I a
m

 S
o

ego
. H

o
w

 m
a

y
I…

” H
e su

d
d

en
ly see

m
ed

 to
 n

otice m
y scars, an

d
 th

e co
rn

er o
f

h
is m

o
u

th
 tw

itch
ed

. “I'm
 so

rry, sirrah
, are yo

u
 lo

st?”
“N

o
.”

“I 
d

o
 

n
o

t 
recall 

ad
m

ittin
g 

yo
u

.” 
S

o
ego

 
loo

ked
 

at 
m

e
su

sp
iciou

sly, 
an

d
 

h
is 

eyes 
gle

a
m

ed
 

red
 

in
 

th
e 

ligh
t 

o
f 

th
e

to
rch

es. “M
ay I ask w

h
at yo

u
 are d

o
in

g h
ere?”

“I w
a

s h
ere fo

r an
 in

tern
m

en
t, bu

t th
ere see

m
s to

 h
ave b

een
a m

istake.”
“W

h
o

 w
as b

ein
g in

terred
? P

erh
ap

s th
e services are ta

kin
g

p
lace so

m
e

w
h

ere else in
 th

e M
o

rtu
ary.”

“T
h

e n
a

m
e is…

 u
h

, A
d

ah
n

.” T
h

e lie cam
e e

asier th
is tim

e.
S

o
ego

’s eyes n
arro

w
ed

, an
d

 th
e red

 tin
ge I saw

 in
 th

em
 b

e
fo

re
see

m
ed

 m
o

re p
ro

n
ou

n
ced.

“N
o

 o
n

e o
f th

at n
am

e resid
es w

ith
in

 th
e M

o
rtu

ary h
alls,

livin
g o

r d
ead.” H

is m
o

u
th

 tw
itch

ed
, an

d
 to

 m
y su

rp
rise, h

e
sn

iffed
 th

e air fo
r a m

o
m

en
t.

“U
h

…
 th

en
 I m

u
st h

ave m
issp

o
ke.” I silen

tly cu
rsed

 m
yself

fo
r u

sin
g th

at n
am

e. O
f co

u
rse th

e D
u

stm
en

 w
o

u
ld

 kn
o

w
 th

e
n

am
e

s o
f th

eir d
ead

. I flou
nd

ered
, cam

e u
p

 w
ith

 an
o

th
er excu

se,
“I a

m
 h

ere to
 see D

h
all.”

“D
h

all? D
h

all th
e S

criven
er can

 b
e fo

u
nd

 in
 th

e receivin
g

ro
o

m
 

o
n

 
th

e 
up

p
er 

flo
o

r.” 
T

h
e 

co
rn

er 
o

f 
S

o
ego

’s 
m

o
u

th

M
aze O
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fo
u

n
d

 it. It ju
st th

at search
in

g fo
r it m

yself w
o

u
ld

 h
ave taken

…
to

o
 lon

g.” H
e sm

iled
 ag

ain
. “A

n
d

 w
h

y sh
o

u
ld

 I do
 it, w

h
en

 I
co

u
ld h

ave so
m

eo
n

e else h
u

n
t fo

r m
e?”

“A
ctu

ally, h
e en

d
ed up

 trickin
g me in

to
 fin

d
in

g it fo
r h

im
.

W
h

y w
as it so

 im
p

o
rtan

t?”
“Im

p
o

rtan
t? D

o
 yo

u
 n

o
t kn

o
w

?” T
h

e in
carn

atio
n

 b
eca

m
e

silen
t fo

r a m
o

m
en

t. “D
o

 yo
u

 h
ave it w

ith
 yo

u
?”

“Y
es, I d

o
. I b

ro
u

gh
t it w

ith
 m

e.”
“Y

o
u

 have it?!” T
h

e in
carn

atio
n

’s eyes flared
. “T

h
en

 yo
u

r
life h

ad
 so

m
e u

se a
fter all!” I w

atch
ed

 h
is eye

s flicker, as if
th

in
kin

g, calcu
latin

g. “W
h

en
 w

e m
erge, I w

ill see ab
o

u
t fin

d
in

g
a m

ean
s to

 u
nlo

ck it. P
erh

ap
s all is no

t lo
st…

”
“W

h
at is th

e sp
h

ere? W
h

y is it im
p

o
rtan

t?”
“It w

a
s a d

ead
 sen

so
ry sto

n
e.” T

h
e in

carn
ation

 w
as starin

g
th

rou
gh

 m
e, as if se

ein
g so

m
eth

in
g far a

w
a

y. “D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
w

h
at 

it 
co

n
tain

ed
?” 

H
e 

sm
iled

 
ru

efu
lly. 

“It 
h

eld
 

th
e 

last
exp

erien
ces o

f th
e 
first o

f u
s. W

h
en

 w
e w

ere o
n

e m
an

, an
d

 n
o

t a
strin

g o
f in

carn
ation

s.” H
is vo

ice d
ro

pp
ed

. “If th
ere h

ad b
een

so
m

e w
a

y o
f u

n
lo

ckin
g it, I w

o
u

ld h
ave b

een
 ab

le to see in
sid

e
h

is m
ind…

”
“A

n
d

 see w
h

y th
is all h

app
en

ed
?”

“Y
es…

” T
h

e in
carn

atio
n

’s face h
ad

 b
eco

m
e so

m
b

er. “It is
th

e an
sw

er I h
ave alw

a
ys so

u
gh

t. W
h

y th
is h

ap
p

en
ed

. W
h

y w
e

b
eca

m
e 

im
m

o
rtal.” 

H
e 

sigh
ed

. 
“A

n
d

 
I 

fear 
w

e 
sh

all 
n

ever
kn

o
w

.” T
h

e go
o

d
 in

carn
atio

n
 in

terrup
ted

.
“P

erh
ap

s th
ere are no

 an
sw

ers in
 su

ch
 a th

in
g. P

erh
ap

s th
ere

n
ever w

as.”
“I d

o
n

’t d
eal in

 th
e realm

s o
f p

erh
ap

s an
d

 m
a

yb
e.” T

h
e

p
ractical in

carn
ation

 sn
eered

. “I seek an
sw

ers. It is w
h

at h
as

allo
w

ed
 u

s to
 get th

is far.” H
e lo

o
ked

 at th
e goo

d in
carn

atio
n

w
ith

 co
n

tem
p

t. “If w
e h

ad
 left life in

 your hand
s, w

e w
o

u
ldn

’t
h

ave even
 a fractio

n
 o

f th
e truth

 w
e n

o
w

 p
o

ssess. A
n

d
 in th

at
truth, lies pow

er.” H
e tu

rn
ed

 to
 m

e. “Y
o

u
 w

ill realize th
at w

h
en

w
e m

erg
e.”

I 
tu

rn
ed

 
aw

a
y 

fro
m

 
h

im
, 

to
 

talk 
in

stead
 

to 
th

e 
‘goo

d
’

in
carn

ation
. A

 lo
o

k o
f co

n
cern

 w
as o

n
 h

is face, an
d

 h
e sp

o
ke

b
efo

re I co
u

ld.
“A

re yo
u

 all righ
t?” I no

dd
ed

 to
 than

k h
im

 fo
r h

is con
cern

,
b

u
t asked

 a qu
estion

 o
f m

y o
w

n
.

“W
h

o
 are yo

u
?”

“H
ave w

e ever h
ad

 a n
am

e? O
r w

as it ju
st th

e first o
f u

s?”
T

h
e m

an
 ch

u
ckled

 so
ftly. “K

n
o

w
 th

at I am
 yo

u
r ally in

 th
is —

 I,



43
4

M
az

e 
O

f 
R

ef
le

ct
io

ns

“O
h

, 
ye

s.
” 

T
h

e 
m

an
 s

m
ile

d
. 

“O
n

ce
 a

 l
ia

r,
 a

lw
a

ys
 a

 l
ia

r.
 I

t
ta

ke
s 

a 
st

ro
n

ge
r 

m
in

d
 t

h
an

 t
h

e 
sk

u
ll’

s 
to

 g
iv

e 
m

e 
th

e 
la

u
gh

,
th

ou
gh

.”
“W

er
e 

yo
u

 r
es

p
o

n
si

b
le

 fo
r 

th
e 

ta
tt

oo
s 

on
 m

y 
b

ac
k?

 T
h

e 
o

n
es

I 
re

ad
 w

h
en

 I
 w

o
ke

 u
p

 in
 th

e 
M

o
rt

u
ar

y.
”

“T
h

e 
d

ir
ec

tio
n

s?
” 

H
e 

n
od

d
ed

, 
ir

ri
ta

te
d.

 “
O

f co
ur

se
 I

 w
as

re
sp

o
n

si
b

le
 —

 I
 k

n
ew

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 

ch
an

ce
 I

 m
ig

h
t 

fa
il 

h
er

e 
an

d
lo

se
 m

y 
m

e
m

o
rie

s.
 I

 w
an

te
d

 f
u

tu
re

 i
n

ca
rn

at
io

n
s 

to
 b

en
ef

it 
fr

o
m

so
m

e…
 g

u
id

an
ce

. 
S

o 
I 

h
ad

 t
h

e 
d

ir
ec

tio
n

s 
st

itc
h

ed
 o

n
 m

y 
b

ac
k,

si
n

ce
 s

u
ch

 t
h

in
gs

 –
 l

ik
e jo

ur
na

ls
…

” 
H

e 
sn

ar
le

d,
 a

s 
if 

an
gr

y 
at

h
im

se
lf.

 “
T

en
d

 t
o

 b
e 

lo
st

 s
o

 
ea

si
ly

.”
“T

h
e 

d
ir

ec
tio

n
s 

w
er

e 
ki

n
d

 o
f v

ag
u

e,
 t

h
o

u
gh

…
”

“A
re

 y
o

u
 a

 fo
ol

?”
 T

h
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

 lo
o

ke
d

 e
xa

sp
er

at
ed

. 
“T

h
e

d
ir

ec
tio

n
s 

ne
ed

ed
 t

o
 b

e 
va

gu
e 

—
 I

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t sp

el
l 

ou
t 

ex
ac

tly
w

h
at

 w
as

 h
ap

p
en

in
g 

to
 u

s,
 s

o
 I

 l
ef

t 
a 

si
gn

p
o

st
. 

W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

th
in

k 
w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 i

f 
a 

D
u

st
m

an
 h

ad
 r

ea
d

 t
h

em
? 

O
r

so
m

eo
n

e 
ev

en
 

m
o

re
 

b
ar

m
y?

 
H

o
w

 
qu

ic
kl

y 
d

o
 

yo
u

 
th

in
k 

w
e

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 b
u

rie
d 

al
iv

e 
o

r 
cr

em
at

ed
?”

“W
er

e 
yo

u
 t

h
e 

on
e 

w
h

o
 a

sk
ed

 P
h

ar
od

 t
o

 g
et

 t
h

e 
B

ro
n

ze
S

p
h

er
e 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

ca
ta

co
m

b
s?

”
“P

h
ar

o
d

?”
 T

h
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

 t
ho

u
gh

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
 “

O
h

, 
ye

s
—

 t
h

e 
tr

as
h

 k
in

g 
w

ith
 a

ll 
th

e 
‘to

u
gh

’ b
lo

od
s 

th
at

 t
ho

u
gh

t 
I 

w
as

ea
sy

 
p

re
y…

” 
H

e 
sm

ile
d

 
sl

ig
h

tly
, 

as
 

if 
re

ca
lli

n
g 

a 
p

le
as

an
t

m
e

m
o

ry
. 

“A
fte

r 
o

n
ly

 a
 li

tt
le

 b
lo

o
d

le
tt

in
g,

 I
 s

tr
u

ck
 a

 b
ar

ga
in

 w
ith

h
im

 —
 h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 s

ee
 t

o
 it

 t
h

at
 i

f 
h

is
 m

en
 f

o
u

n
d

 m
e,

 t
h

ey
 w

o
u

ld
ta

ke
 m

e 
sa

fe
ly

 t
o

 t
h

e 
M

o
rt

u
ar

y 
—

 a
n

d
, 

o
f 

co
u

rs
e,

 I
 n

ee
d

ed
 t

h
e

e
ye

s 
an

d
 h

an
d

s 
o

f 
h

is
 m

en
 t

o
 s

co
u

r 
th

e 
ca

ta
co

m
b

s 
b

en
ea

th
 S

ig
il

fo
r 

m
e.

”
“A

 s
p

h
er

e 
m

ad
e 

o
f 

b
ro

n
ze

. 
U

gl
y.

 F
ee

ls
 l

ik
e 

an
 e

gg
 t

o
 t

h
e

to
u

ch
, 

an
d

 it
 s

m
el

ls
 o

f r
o

tt
en

 c
u

st
ar

d.
 R

ig
h

t?
”

“Y
es

. 
I 

to
ld

 P
h

ar
od

 it
 w

as
 t

h
e 

o
n

ly
 t

h
in

g 
th

at
 w

o
u

ld
 s

av
e 

h
is

m
is

er
ab

le
 l

ife
…

 w
h

at
 a

 s
n

iv
el

in
g 

lit
tle

 d
od

ge
r 

h
e 

w
as

.”
 T

h
e

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

 s
m

ile
d

 a
t 

m
e.

 “
Y

o
u

 s
ee

, 
th

e 
o

ld
 b

as
ta

rd
 w

as
 d

es
tin

ed
to

 e
nd

 u
p

 o
n

 t
h

e 
P

ill
ar

 o
f 

S
ku

lls
 w

h
en

 h
e 

d
ie

d
, 

an
d 

h
e 

w
as

d
es

p
er

at
el

y 
tr

yi
n

g 
to

 w
ea

se
l 

o
u

t 
o

f 
it.

 S
o

 I
 t

o
ld

 h
im

 t
h

at
 t

h
er

e
w

a
s 

an
 it

em
 b

en
ea

th
 S

ig
il 

th
at

 w
o

u
ld

 ‘s
av

e’
 h

im
 f

ro
m

 h
is

 f
at

e,
 if

h
e 

co
u

ld
 o

n
ly

 fi
n

d
 it

.”
“B

u
t 

it 
w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
sa

ve
 h

im
 —

 i
t 

w
a

s 
ju

st
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

yo
u

w
an

te
d

 h
im

 t
o

 fi
n

d
.”

“O
f 

co
ur

se
 it

 w
as

 u
se

le
ss

 t
o

 h
im

. 
O

n
e 

ca
n

n
o

t 
d

od
ge

 f
at

e 
so

ea
si

ly
.”

 H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e,

 ir
rit

at
ed

. 
“H

o
w

e
ve

r,
 n

o
th

in
g 

m
o

tiv
at

es
a 

m
an

 f
as

te
r 

th
an

 t
el

lin
g 

h
im

 w
h

at
 h

e 
se

ek
s 

w
ill

 s
a

ve
 h

is
 s

o
u

l
fr

o
m

 e
te

rn
al

 d
am

n
at

io
n

. 
I 

in
te

n
d

ed
 t

o 
ta

ke
 i

t 
fr

o
m

 h
im

 a
fte

r 
h

e

D
ei

on
ar

ra
19

tw
itc

h
ed

 b
ri

ef
ly

. 
“H

e 
is

 r
at

h
er

 b
u

sy
 a

n
d

 h
is

 h
ea

lth
 i

s 
fa

ili
n

g.
U

n
le

ss
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
p

re
ss

in
g 

b
u

si
n

es
s,

 I
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t d

is
tu

rb
 h

im
.”

“W
h

at
’s

 w
ro

n
g 

w
ith

 D
h

al
l?

”
“O

h
, 

th
er

e 
is

 n
o

th
in

g 
w

ro
n

g 
w

ith
 h

im
. 

D
h

al
l 

is
…

” 
S

o
eg

o
cl

ic
ke

d
 h

is
 t

ee
th

. 
“…

ol
d.

 H
is

 l
on

g 
d

ev
o

tio
n

 t
o

 c
at

al
o

gi
n

g 
th

e
d

ea
d

 h
as

 n
ea

rl
y 

ru
n

 it
s 

co
u

rs
e.

 D
ea

th
 w

ill
 n

o
 d

ou
b

t 
so

on
 f

o
llo

w
th

e 
w

as
tin

g 
si

ck
n

es
s 

h
e 

h
as

 c
o

n
tr

ac
te

d
.”

“Y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
, 

I 
co

u
ld

 d
o 

th
is

 a
n

o
th

er
 t

im
e.

 C
an

 y
o

u
 l

et
 m

e
o

u
t n

o
w

?”
 S

o
eg

o
 n

o
dd

ed
, 

an
d

 th
e 

co
rn

er
 o

f h
is

 m
o

u
th

 t
w

itc
h

ed
.

“W
h

y…
 o

f c
o

u
rs

e,
 o

f c
o

u
rs

e.
 L

et
 m

e 
o

p
en

 t
h

e 
fr

o
n

t 
ga

te
 f

o
r

yo
u

.”
 H

e 
m

o
ve

d
 t

o
 t

h
e 

d
oo

rs
, 

an
d

 u
n

lo
ck

ed
 t

h
em

. 
I 

h
ad

 t
h

e
st

ro
n

g 
fe

el
in

g 
th

at
 h

e 
kn

ew
 I

 w
a

s 
ly

in
g,

 b
u

t 
fo

r 
re

as
o

n
s 

o
f 

h
is

o
w

n
 h

e 
d

id
n

’t 
w

an
t 

to
 e

xp
o

se
 m

e,
 o

r 
d

id
n

’t 
ca

re
 w

h
at

 I
 d

id
. 

I
h

u
rr

ie
d 

to
 le

av
e 

th
e 

b
u

ild
in

g. * 
* 

*

A
 s

la
b

 in
 t

h
e 

M
o

rt
u

ar
y,

 w
h

er
e 

a 
sh

o
rt

 t
im

e 
b

ef
o

re
 t

h
e 

co
rp

se
o

f 
an

 im
m

o
rt

al
 la

y.
 T

h
e 

fli
ck

er
in

g 
lig

h
t 

in
 t

h
e 

ro
o

m
 c

as
t 

m
o

vi
n

g
sh

ad
o

w
s.

 
A

 
ca

re
fu

l 
o

b
se

rv
er

 
m

ig
h

t 
h

av
e 

n
o

te
d

 
th

at
 

ce
rt

ai
n

sh
ad

o
w

s 
d

id
n

’t 
ob

ey
 t

h
e 

m
o

tio
n

 o
f 

th
e 

lig
ht

, 
b

u
t 

m
o

ve
d

 o
n

 t
h

ei
r

o
w

n
, 

as
 i

f 
d

ri
ve

n
 b

y 
a 

m
al

ig
n

 i
n

te
lli

ge
n

ce
. 

T
h

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s 

m
o

ve
d

ab
o

u
t 

th
e 

sl
ab

 f
o

r 
a 

fe
w

 m
o

m
en

ts
, 

as
 i

f 
q

u
es

tin
g.

 T
h

en
 a

ll 
w

as
as

 b
ef

o
re

; 
th

e 
o

n
ly

 s
h

ad
o

w
s 

p
re

se
n

t 
w

er
e 

th
o

se
 c

au
se

d
 b

y 
th

e
si

m
p

le
 b

lo
ck

ag
e 

b
y 

o
b

je
ct

s 
o

f t
h

e 
lig

h
t.
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T

he H
ive

T
H

E
 H

IV
E

I passed through the doors, glad to be free of the M
ortuary at

last. I passed through a sm
all courtyard in front of the building,

and w
alked out into a city. T

his m
ust be the section know

n as
the H

ive. M
y eyes traveled across the buildings in front of m

e,
then up. A

nd up. T
he city arced overhead. I realized the city

m
ust actually form

 a circle, and join w
ith itself. M

orte, noticing
m

y stunned expression, offered an explanation.
“T

h
e city is S

igil, th
e city o

f d
o

o
rs. S

igil’s a rin
g-sh

ap
ed

city th
at’s sq

u
attin

g on
 to

p
 o

f an
 in

fin
itely tall sp

ire in w
h

at
so

m
e claim

 to
 b

e in
 th

e center o
f th

e P
lan

es…
 o

f co
u

rse, 
how

 it
co

u
ld b

e at th
e top

 o
f an

 in
fin

itely tall sp
ire, and

 ho
w

 th
e city

co
u

ld even
 be at th

e cen
ter o

f th
e P

lan
es raises so

m
e q

u
estion

s.”
“A

n
yth

in
g else?

”
“S

igil’s called
 th

e ‘C
ity o

f D
o

o
rs,’ m

o
stly b

ecau
se th

ere’s a
L

O
T o

f in
visib

le do
o

rs th
at lead

 in
 and

 o
u

t o
f it —

 ju
st abo

u
t an

y
arch

, d
oo

r fram
e, b

arrel h
oo

p
, bo

o
k sh

elf, o
r o

p
en

 
w

in
d

o
w

m
igh

t b
e a po

rtal un
d

er th
e righ

t co
nd

itio
n

s. It all d
ep

end
s on

 if
yo

u
 h

ave th
e ke

y to
 o

p
en

 it.”
“S

ee, I gu
ess th

e b
est w

a
y to

 exp
lain

 it is —
 m

o
st po

rtals
are ‘sleep

in
g,’ righ

t? Y
o

u co
uld

 w
alk th

ro
u

gh th
em

, b
y th

e
m

, o
n

to
p

 o
f th

em
, an

d
 no

th
in

g w
o

u
ld

 h
app

en
. N

o
w

, every p
o

rtal h
as

so
m

eth
in

g th
at ‘w

akes it u
p

.’ T
h

at cou
ld

 b
e a tu

n
e yo

u
 h

u
m

 to
yo

u
rself, a lo

af o
f w

e
ek-o

ld
 B

yto
p

ian
 b

read
, rem

e
m

b
erin

g w
h

at
yo

u
r first kiss w

as like, an
d

 th
en

 —
 

B
A

M
 —

 th
e po

rtal gets its
ju

ices flo
w

in
g, an

d
 yo

u
 can

 ju
m

p
 th

ro
u

gh
 it, to

 w
h

atever’s o
n

th
e o

th
er sid

e.”
“Like w

h
ere?”

“A
n

yw
h

ere, ch
ief. Literally. A

n
y p

lace yo
u

 can
 th

in
k o

f,
th

ere’s a p
o

rtal th
ere. T

h
at’s w

h
y S

igil’s so
 po

pu
lar acro

ss th
e

P
lan

es.” A
s I started

 to
 w

alk a
w

ay fro
m

 th
e co

u
rtyard

, a p
assin

g
w

o
m

an
 started

 u
p

on
 seein

g m
e. S

h
e see

m
ed

 to
 reco

gn
ize m

e
in

stan
tly; sh

e step
p

ed
 b

ack in
 h

o
rro

r, and
 cried

 o
ut.

“A
fter all th

is tim
e…

 ye bastard! M
ay all th

’ fien
d

s in
B

aato
r 

take 
ye

! 
O

n
e 

d
a

y 
ye

'll 
b

e 
so

rry 
fer 

w
h

at 
ye 

d
id

 
ta

A
erin

…
 b

y all th
e P

o
w

ers I swears it!” S
h

e tu
rn

ed
 and

 fled
.

I ju
st let h

er go
. I realized

 I m
igh

t ru
n

 in
to

 m
an

y in
 th

e city
w

h
o

 reco
gn

ized
 m

e, an
d

 I w
o

u
ld

 h
ave to b

e o
n

 m
y gu

ard
. B

u
t it

M
aze O

f R
eflections
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“Y
o

u
 

D
A

R
E lectu

re m
e

?
! W

o
m

en
 h

ave alw
ays w

alked
 o

u
r

p
ath

 
w

ith
 

u
s 

—
 

w
h

eth
er 

D
eio

n
arra 

o
r 

R
avel 

o
r 

an
y 

o
th

er
w

o
m

an
, an

d
 th

ey h
ave su

ffered
, an

d
 it w

as alw
a

ys th
eir 

C
H

O
IC

E.
D

eio
n

arra w
o

u
ld

 h
ave d

ied
 fo

r m
e if I'd

 asked
 h

er to
. T

h
ere w

as
n

o
 C

R
IM

E.” I w
an

ted
 to yell at h

im
 m

o
re, b

u
t th

ere w
as n

o
 po

in
t.

I w
as lo

o
kin

g at th
e gh

o
st o

f th
is in

carn
ation

; h
is d

eed
s w

ere
d

o
n

e, in th
e p

ast, un
ch

an
geab

le.
“T

ell m
e ab

o
u

t X
ach

ariah
.”

“T
h

e arch
er? W

ell, o
ld

 sod
d

en
 X

ach
ariah

 cou
ld see th

in
gs

w
ith

 h
is ‘eye

s’ th
at I co

uldn
’t —

 and
 h

e co
u

ld
 h

it th
em

 w
ith

 h
is

arro
w

s, to
o

.”
“S

o
?”

“W
ell, I w

as w
alkin

g in
to

 th
is F

o
rtress blind

 in
 so

m
e w

a
ys

—
 I d

id
n

’t kn
o

w
 w

h
at m

y killer w
a

s, so
 I n

eed
ed so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o

co
u

ld see th
in

gs I cou
ld

n
’t in

 case th
e en

em
y w

as b
e

yo
n

d
 m

y
visu

al ran
ge.” H

e sn
o

rted
. “X

ach
ariah

 end
ed

 u
p

 d
yin

g to
o

 fast,
th

ou
gh

, so h
e w

asn
’t an

y u
se in

 th
e end

.”
“Y

o
u

 bu
ilt th

at to
m

b
 b

en
eath

 S
igil, d

idn
’t yo

u
? T

h
e o

n
e

w
ith

 th
e trap

s?”
“I'd

 alm
o

st fo
rgo

tten
 —

 yes, w
h

at a w
aste th

at w
as.” T

h
e

in
carn

ation
 seem

ed
 irritated

. “O
b

vio
u

sly, 
that d

id
n

’t w
o

rk. A
n

d
it co

st a lo
t o

f b
lo

od
 and

 coin
, too

.”
“W

o
rth

less!” T
h

e p
aran

o
id

 in
carn

ation
 b

ro
ke in

to
 un

even
lau

gh
ter, bu

t it w
as m

o
re glee

fu
l th

an
 m

ad
. “It w

a
s 

E
A

SY
 to

b
reach

 th
at child

’s trap
. I fo

un
d it…

 and
 

C
H

A
N

G
E

D
 it. T

o
 m

ake it
H

A
R

D
E

R. 
C

h
an

ged
 

th
e W

R
IT

IN
G

S.” 
T

h
e 

p
ractical 

in
carn

atio
n

fro
w

n
ed

 at h
im

; h
e loo

ked
 like h

e w
as b

arely restrain
in

g h
im

self
fro

m
 attackin

g th
e o

th
er.

“Y
et another th

in
g yo

u
 w

ill an
sw

er fo
r…

” H
e tu

rn
ed

 b
ack

to
 m

e. “T
h

o
u

gh
 I su

pp
o

se it do
esn

’t m
atter. It w

as sh
o

rtly a
fter

th
e failu

re o
f th

e to
m

b
 trap

 th
at I d

ecid
ed

 to
 carry th

e b
attle to

o
u

r killer rath
er th

an w
ait fo

r h
im

 to
 sh

o
w

 an
y lo

n
ger.”

“W
ere 

yo
u

 
th

e 
on

e 
w

h
o

 
pried

 
M

o
rte 

o
ff 

th
e 

P
illar 

o
f

S
ku

lls?”
“Is M

orte still alive?” T
h

e in
carn

atio
n stared

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t

in
 disb

elief, th
en

 h
e started

 lau
ghin

g. “H
a! T

h
at p

ikin
g sku

ll
co

u
ldn

’t b
e tru

sted
 farth

er th
an

 I co
u

ld
 th

ro
w

 h
im

 —
 claim

in
g

h
e h

ad
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

 w
h

en
 h

e d
id

n
’t, 
then I h

ad
 to

 go th
ro

u
gh th

e
to

rm
en

t o
f p

ryin
g h

im
 o

ff th
e P

illar o
f S

ku
lls, th

en h
e 

feigned
ignorance o

n
ce h

e w
as o

ff o
f it.” T

h
e in

carn
atio

n
 sco

ffed
. “I

h
u

m
o

red
 h

im
, sin

ce h
e'd

 to
ld m

e e
veryth

in
g I n

eed
ed

 fro
m

h
im

.”“F
eign

ed
 ign

o
ran

ce?”
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M
az

e 
O

f 
R

ef
le

ct
io

ns

“W
a

s 
h

e 
a 

th
re

at
?”

“O
h

, 
ye

s 
—

 o
r 

el
se

 I
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

si
m

p
ly

 k
ill

ed
 h

im
.”

 H
e

n
o

dd
ed

. 
“T

h
er

e 
is

 s
o

m
e 

lin
k 

b
et

w
e

en
 h

im
 a

n
d

 ju
st

ic
e 

its
el

f, 
an

d
th

at
 g

iv
es

 h
im

 p
o

w
er

 e
ve

n
 o

ve
r 

im
m

o
rt

al
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

u
s.

” 
T

h
e 

m
an

ga
ve

 a
 s

lig
h

t 
sm

ile
. 

“E
sp

ec
ia

lly
 i

f 
o

u
r 

in
ju

st
ic

es
 a

re
 g

re
at

…
 a

n
d

o
u

rs
 a

re
 o

f t
h

e 
b

la
ck

es
t 

so
rt

.”
“W

h
y 

d
id

 D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 h
av

e 
to

 d
ie

?”
“D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
? 

T
h

at
 g

ir
l 

h
ad

 l
itt

le
 s

en
se

 o
f 

th
e 

P
la

n
es

 i
n

 h
er

,
an

d
 t

h
at

 w
as

 w
h

at
 I

 n
ee

d
ed

 h
er

 f
o

r.
 Y

o
u 

se
e,

 t
h

e 
D

u
st

m
en

 h
av

e
it 

rig
h

t 
—

 s
o

m
et

im
es

 w
h

en
 y

o
u

 f
ee

l 
to

o
 m

u
ch

 p
as

si
o

n
, 

yo
u

cl
in

g 
to

o 
tig

h
tly

 t
o

 l
ife

 t
o

 l
et

 g
o.

 A
n

d
 n

ei
th

er
 d

id
 D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
 —

as
 I

 h
op

ed
 s

h
e 

w
o

u
ld

.”
 T

h
e 

p
ar

an
oi

d
 i

n
ca

rn
at

io
n

 i
n

te
rr

up
te

d
 a

t
th

es
e 

w
o

rd
s.

“T
h

at
 W

O
M

A
N

 —
 t

h
at

 G
H

O
S

T
?

!”
 T

h
e 

h
u

n
ch

ed
 m

an
’s

 e
ye

s
w

el
le

d
 

u
p

 
in

 
fu

ry
, 

an
d

 
sp

itt
le

 
fle

w
 

fr
o

m
 

h
is

 
m

o
u

th
. 

“S
h

e
T

O
R

M
E

N
T

E
D

 m
e 

fo
r 

ye
ar

s,
 p

u
rs

u
in

g 
m

e,
 h

at
in

g 
m

e,
 a

n
d

 
Y

O
U

W
E

R
E
 T

H
E
 O

N
E
 T

H
A

T
 K

IL
L

E
D

 H
E

R
?!

”
T

h
e 

p
ra

ct
ic

al
 in

ca
rn

at
io

n 
b

ar
el

y 
ev

en
 g

la
n

ce
d

 a
t 

th
e 

ho
w

lin
g

o
n

e,
 a

nd
 m

er
el

y 
sn

ee
re

d
.

“Y
ou

 b
la

m
in

g 
m

e 
fo

r 
an

yt
h

in
g 

is
 l

au
gh

ab
le

.”
 H

e 
tu

rn
ed

b
ac

k 
to

 m
e.

 “
It

 w
as

n
’t 

o
u

t 
o

f 
m

al
ic

e 
—

 t
h

o
u

gh
 s

h
e 

d
id

 b
ec

o
m

e
tir

es
o

m
e.

 I
t’s

 j
u

st
 t

h
at

 w
h

en
 I

 a
rr

iv
ed

 i
n

 t
h

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

, 
I 

d
id

n
’t

in
te

nd
 t

o 
st

ay
. 

I 
ju

st
 w

an
te

d
 t

o
 g

et
 i

n,
 s

ac
ri

fic
e 

h
er

, 
th

en
 g

et
o

u
t.

” “W
h

y 
d

id
 

yo
u

 
d

o 
su

ch
 

a 
te

rr
ib

le
 

th
in

g?
” 

T
h

e 
go

o
d

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

 h
ad

 a
sk

ed
 t

h
e 

qu
es

tio
n 

so
ftl

y,
 s

o
u

n
di

n
g 

p
ai

n
ed

, 
b

ut
it 

co
u

ld
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 m

y 
vo

ic
e,

 w
ith

 t
h

e 
sa

m
e 

p
ai

n
 in

 it
.

“I
 n

ee
d

ed
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
to

 b
e 

m
y 

e
ye

s 
h

er
e 

o
n

 t
h

e 
N

eg
at

iv
e

M
at

er
ia

l P
la

n
e,

 t
o

 s
er

ve
 a

s 
a 

sc
o

u
t 

an
d 

tr
y 

an
d

 f
in

d
 o

u
t 

w
h

o
 m

y
ki

lle
r 

w
a

s.
 

O
n

ly
 

th
e 

d
ea

d
 

ca
n

 
su

rv
iv

e 
h

er
e 

fo
r 

lo
n

g 
—

 
so

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 
h

ad
 

to
 

b
e 

sa
cr

ifi
ce

d
 

so
 

th
at

 
sh

e 
co

u
ld

 
b

ec
o

m
e

so
m

et
h

in
g 

o
th

er
 t

h
an

 s
h

e 
w

as
. 

A
 t

ri
ck

y 
b

u
si

n
es

s,
 b

u
t 

it 
w

o
rk

ed
—

 s
h

e 
h

el
p

ed
 y

o
u

, 
d

id
n

’t 
sh

e?
”

“Y
o

u
 d

id
n

’t 
h

av
e 

to
 k

ill
 h

er
.”

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 
at

 
m

e 
si

le
n

tly
 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 
th

en
 

h
is

 
sn

ee
r

re
tu

rn
ed

. 
“A

n
d

 t
h

at
 i

s 
w

h
y 

yo
u

 w
ill

 b
e 

d
ef

ea
te

d
 i

f 
yo

u
 c

o
n

fr
o

n
t

o
u

r 
ki

lle
r.

 I
t 

is
 b

ec
au

se
 y

o
u

 a
re

 
W

E
A

K
. 

A
n

d
 y

o
u

 d
o

 n
o

t 
se

e 
th

at
so

m
e 

th
in

gs
 a

re
 

N
E

C
E

S
S

A
R

Y
.”

“Y
o

u
 

da
re

 
ca

ll 
m

e 
w

ea
k?

! 
Y

o
u

 
o

rc
h

es
tr

at
ed

 
al

l 
th

es
e

‘g
ra

n
d

’ 
p

la
n

s 
fo

r 
d

ef
ea

tin
g 

th
is

 i
n

vi
si

b
le

 e
n

em
y,

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

 g
o

t
yo

u
r 

as
s 

h
an

d
ed

 
to

 
yo

u
 

A
N

Y
W

A
Y

, 
an

d
 

so
m

e 
p

o
o

r 
gi

rl 
w

as
m

u
rd

er
ed

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f 

it.
 M

ay
b

e 
if 

yo
u

'd
 

d
o

n
e 

yo
u

r 
jo

b
 t

h
e 

fir
st

tim
e 

yo
u

 w
er

e 
h

er
e,

 t
h

is
 w

o
u

ld
n’

t 
ev

en
 b

e 
a 

pr
ob

le
m

!”

T
he

 H
iv

e
21

w
as

 c
ri

ti
ca

l 
th

at
 I

 
ga

in
 

as
 

m
uc

h 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
as

 
qu

ic
kl

y 
as

po
ss

ib
le

, a
nd

 I
 r

es
ol

ve
d 

to
 a

sk
 a

ny
on

e 
I 

m
et

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 c

it
y,

 a
nd

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
ly

 a
bo

ut
 th

is
 P

ha
ro

d.
I 

ra
n 

in
to

 a
 f

ew
 o

th
er

s 
th

at
 d

ay
 w

ho
 w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 t
al

k 
to

 m
e,

w
ho

 ju
st

 m
ad

e 
a 

si
gn

 a
ga

in
st

 e
vi

l a
nd

 ig
no

re
d 

m
e.

A
 h

ar
lo

t 
w

as
 p

ar
ti

cu
la

rl
y 

he
lp

fu
l, 

af
te

r 
ac

ce
pt

in
g 

a 
fe

w
co

in
s,

 t
ha

t 
is

 j
in

k.
 S

he
 t

ol
d 

m
e 

th
e 

co
ll

ec
to

rs
 c

on
gr

eg
at

ed
 i

n 
a

se
ct

io
n 

of
 t

he
 H

iv
e 

no
t 

to
o 

fa
r 

aw
ay

, 
in

 a
n 

ar
ea

 k
no

w
n 

as
R

ag
p

ic
ke

r’s
 S

q
u

ar
e.

 M
o

rt
e 

sp
o

ke
 u

p 
as

 I
 f

in
is

h
ed

 w
ith

 h
er

. 
H

e
w

a
s 

b
ec

o
m

in
g 

p
re

d
ic

ta
b

le
 o

n
 c

er
ta

in
 s

u
bj

ec
ts

, 
I r

ea
liz

ed
.

“C
h

ie
f, 

ca
n

 y
o

u
 s

p
o

rt
 m

e 
so

m
e 

jin
k…

 i
t’s

…
 e

h
…

 b
ee

n
 a

lo
n

g 
tim

e,
 it

 h
as

.”
“I

'm
 n

o
t 

ev
en

 g
o

in
g 

to
 a

sk
 h

o
w

 y
o

u
 i

n
te

n
d

 t
o

 a
cc

o
m

p
lis

h
th

is
.” T

h
e 

w
o

m
an

 b
ro

ke
 in

, 
“I

t’s
 t

w
ic

e 
th

e 
co

st
 f

er
 t

h
e 

m
im

ir…
 o

r
an

y 
o

th
er

 d
eg

en
er

at
e.

”
A

t 
m

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

in
g 

lo
o

k,
 M

o
rt

e 
re

p
lie

d
, 

“M
im

ir
’s

 a
 t

al
ki

n
g

en
cy

cl
o

p
ed

ia
. 

T
h

at
’s

 m
e,

 c
h

ie
f.”

 I
 m

o
tio

n
ed

 t
o

 M
o

rt
e 

to
 f

o
rg

et
h

is
 id

ea
.

“D
o

n
’t 

sw
ea

t 
it,

 M
o

rt
e.

 F
ro

m
 t

h
e 

lo
o

ks
 o

f 
h

er
, 

I'm
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

sa
vi

n
g 

yo
u

 fr
o

m
 d

yi
n

g 
tw

ic
e.

” 
A

t 
th

is
 t

h
e 

w
o

m
an

 c
u

rs
ed

 a
t 

u
s.

“M
a

y 
a 

p
o

x 
sh

riv
el

 y
er

 i
n

n
ar

d
s!

 Y
e 

h
av

e 
th

e 
st

in
k 

an
d

fa
sh

io
n

 s
en

se
 o

f 
a 

go
at

h
er

d
, 

an
d

 y
e’

re
 t

w
ic

e 
as

 u
gl

y!
” 

S
h

e
co

n
tin

u
ed

 
cu

rs
in

g 
u

s 
fo

r 
se

ve
ra

l 
m

o
m

en
ts

. 
M

o
rt

e 
st

ar
ed

,
h

yp
n

o
tiz

ed
, 

as
 t

h
e 

h
ar

lo
t 

le
t 

lo
o

se
 t

h
is

 s
tr

ea
m

 o
f 

o
b

sc
en

iti
es

. 
A

t
th

e 
en

d 
o

f 
th

e 
ve

rb
al

 a
va

la
n

ch
e,

 M
o

rt
e 

w
as

 s
ile

n
t 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

th
en

 tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
m

e.
“W

o
w

, 
ch

ie
f. 

G
o

t 
a 

fe
w

 m
o

re
 t

au
n

ts
 f

o
r 

th
e 

o
l’ 

ar
se

n
al

.”
 H

e
tu

rn
ed

 b
ac

k 
to

 th
e 

h
ar

lo
t,

 w
h

o
 w

as
 c

at
ch

in
g 

h
er

 b
re

at
h.

 “
I'm

 a
ls

o
in

 lo
ve

.”
C

h
u

ck
lin

g 
at

 M
o

rt
e 

d
es

p
ite

 m
ys

el
f, 

I 
m

o
ve

d
 o

ff.
I 

d
ec

id
ed

 t
h

at
 a

lth
ou

gh
 I

 n
o

w
 k

n
ew

 a
 g

en
er

al
 a

re
a 

to
 l

o
o

k
fo

r 
th

is
 P

h
ar

o
d

, 
it 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

b
et

te
r 

to
 l

ea
rn

 s
o

m
e 

m
o

re
 a

b
o

u
t

S
ig

il,
 a

n
d 

m
a

yb
e 

fil
l 

in
 a

 f
e

w
 o

f 
th

e 
h

o
le

s 
o

f 
m

y 
p

as
t,

 b
ef

o
re

se
ar

ch
in

g 
h

im
 o

u
t.

I 
co

n
tin

u
ed

 
qu

es
tio

n
in

g 
th

o
se

 
I 

m
et

. 
S

o
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
lo

ca
l

to
u

gh
s 

m
u

st
 h

av
e 

ta
ke

n
 m

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
as

 a
 s

ig
n

 o
f 

an
 e

as
y 

m
ar

k,
b

ec
au

se
 t

h
ey

 d
re

w
 k

n
iv

e
s 

an
d

 a
tt

ac
ke

d
. 

A
s 

I 
d

re
w

 t
h

e 
b

la
d

e 
I

h
ad

 fo
u

nd
 fo

rg
o

tt
en

 in
 a

 d
ra

w
er

 in
 t

h
e 

M
o

rt
u

ar
y,

 I 
re

al
iz

ed
 t

h
at

 I
h

ad
 u

se
d 

a 
b

la
d

e 
b

ef
o

re
, 

an
d

 k
n

ew
 it

 w
el

l. 
A

lth
o

u
gh

 I
 s

u
ffe

re
d

 a
fe

w
 s

h
al

lo
w

 c
u

ts
, 

so
on

 I
 w

as
 s

ta
n

d
in

g 
o

ve
r 

th
e 

b
od

y 
o

f 
o

n
e

to
u

gh
 a

s 
th

e 
re

st
 f

le
d

. 
I 

al
so

 r
ea

liz
ed

 I
 m

u
st

 h
av

e 
ki

lle
d

 b
ef

o
re

,
p

er
h

ap
s 

m
an

y 
tim

es
.
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T

he H
ive

T
he next H

ive dw
eller I talked to w

as frightened, no doubt
from

 the scars and the blood of m
y recent fight. H

e had little to
sa

y I h
ad

n
’t alread

y h
eard

, bu
t I felt so

rry fo
r h

im
, an

d
 gave h

im
a fe

w
 co

p
p

ers. H
e glan

ced
 arou

nd
 to see if an

yo
n

e saw
 th

e
exch

an
ge, th

en
 tu

cked
 th

e jin
k in

 th
e fo

ld
s o

f h
is ro

b
e.

“T
h

an
k ye kin

d
ly, cu

tter! M
a

y th
e L

ad
y’s sh

ad
o

w
 p

ass ye
b

y!” T
h

is p
iqu

ed
 m

y in
terest.

“W
ait a m

in
u

te…
 Lad

y? W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 m
ean

?”
“T

h
e m

istress o
’ S

igil? Y
e've n

o
t 

heard o
’ h

er? Y
e m

u
st b

e
b

lessed
 o

r m
o

re clu
el…

 eh
, kn

o
w

 little abo
u

t S
igil, in

d
eed.” H

e
lau

gh
ed

 w
eakly. “L

ad
y’s w

o
rd

’s law
 h

ere in
 S

igil.” H
e tho

u
gh

t
fo

r a m
o

m
en

t. “ ‘C
ep

t sh
e d

on
’t say m

u
ch

. D
ead

 silen
t sh

e is,
actu

ally.” H
e lo

o
ked

 at m
e w

arily.
“D

o
n

’t w
an

t ta b
e talkin

’ too
 m

u
ch

 ab
ou

t h
er, cu

tter…
 ye

d
o

n’t w
an

t ta cro
ss h

er sh
ad

o
w

 n
o

r b
e sin

gin
g h

er p
raises, all

righ
t? N

o
w

, let’s sa
y n

o
 m

o
re ab

o
u

t it. R
attlin

’ yer b
o

n
e-bo

x
ab

o
u

t th
e lad

y is d
im

, d
im

 in
d

eed
.”

I ca
m

e acro
ss a sm

all D
u

stm
en

 m
e

m
o

rial n
o

t far fro
m

 th
e

M
o

rtu
ary, ju

st fo
u

r w
alls aro

un
d

 a cen
tral p

lin
th. D

u
stm

en
 sto

od
o

u
tsid

e, ch
an

tin
g abo

u
t th

eir ‘T
ru

e D
eath

.’ C
u

riou
s, I step

p
ed

th
rou

gh
 an

 arch in
 o

n
e o

f th
e w

alls, an
d

 saw
 th

at th
e in

terio
r an

d
th

e p
lin

th
 w

ere co
vered

 w
ith

 th
ou

san
d

s an
d

 th
ou

san
d

s o
f n

am
es.

I reco
gn

ized
 th

e p
linth

 fro
m

 th
e d

ream
 o

r m
e

m
o

ry I h
ad

 h
ad

b
efo

re a
w

a
ken

in
g 

in
 

th
e 

M
o

rtu
ary. 

I 
asked

 
a 

m
an

 
stan

d
in

g
starin

g at th
e cen

tral p
linth

 w
h

at it w
as.

“It’s a to
m

b
sto

n
e fo

r th
e P

lan
es.” H

e sco
ffed

. “G
rave

yard
s

o
f n

am
es are scratch

ed
 o

n
 th

at ro
ck. C

an
 on

ly h
o

p
e m

y n
a

m
e’s

th
e on

e th
at'll split th

is sto
n

e in
 ‘tw

ain
.” H

e p
o

in
ted at th

e b
ase

o
f th

e m
o

n
o

lith
. “ ‘Q

u
en

tin,’ righ
t th

ere, h
am

m
ered

 in
 ju

st h
ard

en
o

u
gh

 to
 send

 th
e d

am
n

ed
 th

in
g crash

in
g do

w
n

.”
“T

h
e 

D
u

sties 
scratch

 
th

e 
n

am
e

s 
o

f 
th

e 
d

ead
 

on
 

th
is

m
o

n
u

m
en

t h
ere…

” H
e g

estu
red

 aro
u

nd
 h

im
. “A

n
d

 o
n

 th
e w

alls
o

f 
th

is 
p

lace. 
N

o
t 

en
ou

gh
 

sp
ace 

b
y 

m
y 

recko
n

in
g, 

b
u

t 
n

o
m

atter…
 th

ey d
o

 th
eir b

est. C
an

 b
arely read

 h
alf th

e n
am

es.” I
asked

 w
h

y h
e w

a
s h

ere, esp
ecially sin

ce h
e w

a
s h

o
stile to

 th
e

D
u

stm
en

. H
is rep

ly w
as illu

m
in

atin
g.

“R
ead

in
g th

e n
ew

 arrivals. T
ry an

d
 fin

d
 a n

ew
 o

n
e every

d
ay, try an

d
 re

m
e

m
b

er if I kn
ew

 ‘e
m

, n
o

thin
g m

o
re.”

“T
h

e D
u

stm
en

 reco
rd

 th
e n

am
e

s o
f all th

at h
ave d

ied
 o

n th
is

m
o

n
u

m
en

t?”
“A

ye, th
e

y scratch
 ‘em

 o
n

 th
is ro

ck…
 an

d
 scratch

 ‘em
 o

n
th

e w
alls in

 th
is p

lace, too
.” Q

u
en

tin sco
w

led
. “I d

on
’t kno

w

M
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“Y
o

u
 are th

e o
n

e w
h

o
 saved

 D
ak'ko

n
 at S

h
ra'kt'lo

r. T
h

e o
n

e
w

h
o

 im
p

riso
n

ed
 V

h
ailo

r. A
n

d
 th

e on
e w

h
o

 led D
eio

n
arra to

 h
er

d
eath

.” T
h

e m
an

’s e
yes n

arro
w

ed
.

“W
h

at o
f it? A

ll o
f it w

as d
o

n
e w

ith
 a p

u
rp

o
se.”

“Y
o

u
 

gave 
D

a
k'ko

n
 

th
e 

U
n

b
ro

ken
 

C
ircle 

o
f 

Z
erth

im
o

n
.

W
h

y?”
“T

h
e U

n
b

ro
ken

 C
ircle? T

h
at co

llectio
n o

f lies? Y
es, it w

as a
w

e
ek’s w

o
rk to

 fo
rge su

ch
 a th

in
g —

 it w
as n

ecessary to
 m

ake
it so

 h
e w

o
u

ld
 cease d

ou
b

tin
g h

im
self.”

“Y
o

u
 m

ade it? B
u

t yo
u

 to
ld

 h
im

 —
”

“P
erh

ap
s th

ey carry so
m

e tru
th

 —
 I kn

o
w

 n
ot. I kno

w
 th

at
th

ey w
ere ted

io
u

s w
ritin

gs, bu
t th

e w
o

rd
s w

ere en
o

u
gh

 to give
h

im
 faith

.” H
e m

u
st h

ave taken
 th

e loo
k o

f b
em

u
se

m
en

t o
n m

y
fa

ce fo
r p

u
zzlem

en
t ab

o
u

t w
h

y h
e saved

 D
a

k'ko
n

.
“Y

o
u

r 
ign

o
ran

ce 
asto

un
d

s 
m

e.” 
T

h
e 

m
an

 
lo

o
ked

in
cred

u
lo

u
s. “C

an
 it b

e th
at yo

u
 n

o
t kn

o
w

 w
h

at h
e carries in

 h
is

h
an

d
? T

h
at blad

e h
e carries is sh

ap
ed

 b
y h

is 
thoughts. S

u
ch

 a
to

o
l, w

h
en

 u
sed

 p
rop

erly, co
u

ld
 slay th

e m
u

ltiverse itself…
”

T
h

e m
an

 lo
o

ked
 lo

st in tho
u

gh
t, th

en
 h

is face sn
eered

 in
 d

isgu
st.

“T
h

o
u

gh
 ob

vio
u

sly, th
e gith

 becam
e sep

arated
 w

h
en

 w
e arrived

in
 th

e F
o

rtress, an
d

 I w
as u

n
ab

le to
 m

ake u
se o

f h
is b

lad
e.” T

h
e

m
an

 fro
w

n
ed

. “U
n

fo
rtu

n
ate.”

“A
re yo

u
 th

e on
e w

h
o

 tau
gh

t Ign
u

s th
e A

rt?”
“Ign

u
s?” T

h
e m

an
 stared

 at m
e, th

en
 fro

w
n

ed
. “Is th

at a
n

am
e

? W
h

o
 in

 th
e h

ells are yo
u

 talkin
g ab

ou
t?” O

f co
u

rse, I
realized

. T
h

is in
carn

ation
 h

ad
 ‘died

’ o
ver fifty years a

go
. Ign

u
s

h
ad

 b
een tau

gh
t m

u
ch

 m
o

re recen
tly th

an
 th

at. I m
u

st no
t h

ave
fu

lly reco
vered

 
yet 

fro
m

 
th

e 
trap

 
w

h
ich

 
sp

lin
tered

 
m

e, 
an

d
b

rou
gh

t m
e h

ere.
“W

h
at w

as th
e p

u
rpo

se o
f im

p
riso

n
in

g V
h

ailo
r?”

T
h

e 
m

an
 

sh
o

o
k 

h
is 

h
ead

, 
as 

if 
w

eary. 
“V

h
ailo

r 
w

as
b

eco
m

in
g…

 
tireso

m
e.” 

H
e 

g
ave 

a 
h

u
m

o
rless 

sm
ile. 

“T
h

o
se

M
ercykillers d

o
gs w

ill h
un

t yo
u

 acro
ss th

e P
lan

es th
em

selve
s in

search
 o

f ‘ju
stice’ —

 an
d

 V
h

ailo
r w

as an
 esp

ecially p
ersisten

t
h

o
un

d.” T
h

e in
carn

ation
’s vo

ice d
ro

pp
ed

 slightly. “A
n

d
 h

e w
a

s
m

u
ch

 to
o

 clo
se to

 ju
stice fo

r m
y ta

stes.”
“W

h
y w

as h
e h

u
n

tin
g fo

r u
s?”

“O
h

, an
y o

f co
u

n
tless reaso

n
s, so

m
e o

f w
h

ich
 lie w

ith
 m

e
—

 an
d

 o
th

ers, w
h

ich
 lie in th

e 
hands o

f oth
er in

carn
ation

s.” H
e

flicked
 a glan

ce o
ver at th

e p
aran

o
id

 in
carn

ation
. “T

h
ere h

ave
b

een
 m

an
y lives th

at h
ave b

een
 b

lacken
ed

 b
y in

carn
atio

n
s w

ith
d

am
a

ged
 m

in
d

s. S
o

m
e o

f u
s h

ave created
…

 p
ro

b
lem

s. I b
elieve

in
 so

lu
tio

n
s.”
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0

M
az

e 
O

f 
R

ef
le

ct
io

ns

fli
ck

er
ed

 a
cr

o
ss

 h
is

 f
ea

tu
re

s.
 “

T
h

e 
tim

e 
fo

r 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
is

 p
as

t.
N

o
w

, 
yo

u
 

w
ill

 l
is

te
n 

to
 

m
e.

 
I 

w
as

 
th

e 
fir

st
 

to
 

b
re

ac
h

 
th

is
F

o
rt

re
ss

, 
an

d
 w

h
at

ev
er

 i
t 

is
 t

h
at

 a
w

ai
ts

 u
s 

h
er

e 
w

a
s 

so
m

eh
o

w
ab

le
 t

o
 d

ef
ea

t 
m

e.
 I

t 
w

ill
 n

o
t b

es
t 

m
e 

a 
se

co
n

d
 t

im
e.

”
“W

h
o

 a
re

 t
h

es
e 

o
th

er
s?

”
“O

th
er

 i
n

ca
rn

at
io

n
s 

—
 r

ef
le

ct
io

n
s 

o
f 

ou
rs

el
ve

s.
 I

 w
ill

 h
av

e
th

em
 m

er
ge

 w
ith

 m
e 

a
fte

r 
I 

d
ea

l 
w

ith
 y

o
u
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 H

e 
gl

an
ce

d
 a

t 
th

e
h

u
n

ch
ed

 in
ca

rn
at

io
n

, 
w

h
o

 w
as

 h
o

w
lin

g 
w

h
en

 I
 f

irs
t 

ar
riv

ed
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“O
r

ki
ll 

th
em

 
if 

th
e

y 
re

fu
se

; 
it 

is
 

o
f 

n
o

 
m

at
te

r.
 

T
h

e
y 

ar
e 

n
o

t
n

ec
es

sa
ry

.”
“Y

o
u

…
 s

ou
nd

 a
s 

if 
yo

u
 i

n
te

n
d 

to
 f

ig
h

t 
w

h
at

ev
er

 i
t 

is
 t

h
at

lu
rk

s 
h

er
e.

” 
T

h
e 

m
an

 g
av

e 
m

e 
a 

st
ra

n
ge

 lo
o

k,
 t

h
en

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 m

e.
“O

f 
co

u
rs

e.
 T

h
at

’s
 t

h
e 

o
n

ly
 r

ea
so

n
 w

e’
re

 s
p

ea
ki

n
g 

n
o

w
. 

I'l
l

n
ee

d
 y

o
u

 t
o

 b
e 

th
e 

sh
el

l —
 b

u
t 

yo
u

r 
m

in
d

 m
u

st
 b

e 
m

y 
m

in
d

. 
D

o
yo

u
 u

n
d

er
st

an
d

 m
e?

”
“Y

o
u

 m
ea

n
 y

o
u

 in
te

nd
 to

 p
o

ss
es

s 
m

e
?”

“Y
es

.”
 H

e 
gl

an
ce

d
 a

ro
u

nd
 a

t 
th

e 
sp

ik
ed

 w
al

ls
, 

th
en

 t
u

rn
ed

b
ac

k 
to

 f
ac

e 
m

e.
 “

W
e 

can
n

o
t 

le
av

e 
th

is
 p

lac
e 

in
 p

ie
ce

s.
 O

n
ly

o
n

e 
m

a
y 

le
a

ve
.”

“H
o

w
 a

re
 w

e 
to

 b
ec

o
m

e 
o

n
e?

”
“Y

o
u

 m
u

st
 s

u
rr

en
d

er
 y

o
u

r 
w

ill
 t

o
 m

e 
—

 y
o

u
r 

kn
o

w
le

d
ge

an
d

 s
ki

lls
: w

h
at

ev
er

 li
ttl

e 
yo

u
'v

e 
m

an
ag

ed
 t

o
 a

cc
u

m
u

la
te

 in
 y

o
u

r
lif

e 
m

a
y 

p
ro

ve
 u

se
fu

l.”
 H

e 
si

ze
d

 m
e 

u
p

 a
ga

in
. 

“I
t 

u
lti

m
at

el
y 

w
ill

b
e 

b
ut

 a
 fr

ac
tio

n
 o

f m
y 

p
o

w
er

, 
b

u
t 

it 
m

ig
h

t 
h

av
e 

it 
u

se
s.

”
“W

h
y 

w
o

n
’t 

yo
u

 m
er

ge
 w

ith
 m

e?
”

“W
ith

 y
o

u
?”

 H
e 

ga
ve

 a
 s

h
o

rt
 l

au
gh

, 
al

m
o

st
 l

ik
e 

a 
b

ar
k.

“B
ec

au
se

 t
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
 g

ai
n

 i
n

 s
u

ch
 a

 t
h

in
g.

 Y
ou

 h
av

e 
liv

ed
 a

fr
a

ct
io

n
 o

f 
th

e 
lif

e 
I 

h
av

e.
 

I 
w

ill
 

n
o

t 
en

tr
u

st
 

m
y 

w
ill

 
to

 
a

n
eo

ph
yt

e 
su

ch
 a

s 
yo

u
rs

el
f.”

“Y
et

 y
o

u
 c

a
m

e 
h

er
e 

p
re

vi
o

u
sl

y…
 a

n
d

 w
er

e 
d

ef
e

at
ed

.”
T

h
e 

m
an

 f
ro

w
n

ed
. 

“I
 w

as
 t

a
ke

n
 u

n
aw

ar
es

. 
A

n
d

 I
 d

id
 n

o
t

an
tic

ip
at

e 
th

at
 m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

sp
lit

 f
ro

m
 m

e 
u

p
o

n
 m

y
ar

riv
al

…
 w

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 a

fte
r 

th
at

…
 is

 c
o

n
fu

si
n

g.
”

“S
o

 e
ve

n
 i

f 
I 

w
er

e 
to

 s
u

rr
en

d
er

 t
o

 y
o

u
, 

th
en

 w
e 

co
u

ld
 s

til
l

fa
il?

” “U
n

lik
el

y.
 I

'm
 t

h
e 

o
n

ly
 o

n
e 

w
h

o
 p

o
ss

es
se

s 
th

e 
kn

o
w

le
d

ge
n

ec
es

sa
ry

 
to

 
su

cc
ee

d
 

—
 

th
is

 
m

o
m

en
t 

is
 

th
e 

cu
lm

in
at

io
n

 
o

f
ce

n
tu

rie
s 

o
f 

p
la

nn
in

g.
 M

an
y 

h
av

e 
su

ffe
re

d
 a

n
d

 d
ie

d
 f

o
r 

u
s 

to
 b

e
h

er
e…

 t
h

ei
r 

sa
cr

ifi
ce

s 
m

u
st

 n
o

t 
b

e 
in

 v
ai

n
.”

 T
h

e 
la

st
 s

en
te

n
ce

u
n

n
er

ve
d

 m
e 

—
 it

 w
as

 d
el

iv
er

ed
 li

ke
 a

 s
p

ee
ch

, 
an

d
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 n

o
p

as
si

o
n

 b
eh

in
d

 th
e 

w
o

rd
s.
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w
h

y 
th

e
y 

ta
ke

 t
h

e 
tr

o
ub

le
 t

o
 t

ak
e 

a 
co

u
n

tin
g 

o
f 

th
e 

d
ea

d
…

 t
h

e
D

u
st

ie
s 

h
av

e 
m

o
re

 c
ar

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
liv

in
g.

”
“T

h
e 

liv
in

g?
”

“A
ye

…
 y

'k
n

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

e 
D

u
st

m
en

 m
o

u
rn

er
s 

th
at

 c
o

m
e 

to
th

is
 

pl
ac

e?
 

T
h

e
y 

ar
en

’t 
m

o
u

rn
in

g 
th

e 
d

ea
d

, 
se

e,
 

th
ey

’re
m

o
u

rn
in

g 
th

e 
liv

in
g.

 
Y

o
u 

ca
n

 
b

ar
el

y 
ge

t 
a 

w
o

rd
 

in
 

th
em

ed
ge

w
is

e 
w

ith
o

u
t 

‘e
m

 a
sk

in
g 

to
 m

o
u

rn
 s

o
m

e 
p

o
o

r 
liv

in
g 

b
er

k
fo

r 
ye

.”
“S

ee
m

s 
to

 m
e 

th
e 

d
ea

d
 a

re
 t

h
ric

e-
w

o
rt

h
 t

h
e 

p
ity

 o
f 

an
y 

p
o

o
r

so
d

 l
iv

in
g 

in
 t

h
is

 p
it.

” 
H

e 
no

dd
ed

 a
t 

th
e 

m
o

n
u

m
en

t.
 “

E
ve

ry
n

am
e 

o
n

 t
h

er
e 

is
 b

le
st

 i
n

 m
y 

b
o

o
k,

 i
t 

is
.”

 H
e 

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 h
is

b
ro

o
d

in
g,

 ig
n

o
rin

g 
m

e.
A

s 
I 

w
as

 l
e

av
in

g,
 o

n
 a

 w
h

im
 I

 s
to

p
p

ed
 a

nd
 s

p
o

ke
 t

o
 o

n
e 

o
f

th
e 

D
u

st
m

en
 m

o
u

rn
er

s.
 I

 t
o

ld
 h

er
 t

h
at

 m
y 

‘fr
ie

n
d

,’ 
A

d
ah

n
, 

w
as

fe
el

in
g 

an
gu

is
h

 o
ve

r 
a 

p
er

so
n

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 d

ie
d

. 
S

h
e 

p
ro

m
is

ed
 t

o
m

o
u

rn
 h

is
 p

ai
n

. 
A

 s
m

ile
 q

u
ir

ke
d

 m
y 

lip
s 

as
 I

 w
al

ke
d

 a
w

a
y,

 a
s 

I
h

ea
rd

 t
h

e 
n

am
e 

A
d

ah
n

 m
ix

ed
 in

 a
m

o
n

g 
th

ei
r 

ch
an

tin
g.

I 
co

n
tin

u
ed

 q
u

es
tio

n
in

g 
th

o
se

 I
 m

et
 i

n
 t

h
e 

st
re

et
s 

o
f 

th
e

H
iv

e.
 

O
n

e 
in

 
p

ar
tic

u
la

r 
h

ad
 

an
 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

st
o

ry
, 

a 
h

ag
ga

rd
w

o
m

an
 w

ra
p

p
ed

 in
 r

ag
s.

 H
er

 h
ai

r 
w

as
 d

is
h

ev
el

ed
 a

n
d

 d
ir

ty
, 

an
d

h
er

 c
o

m
p

le
xi

o
n

 w
as

 e
xt

re
m

el
y 

d
ar

k.
 B

u
rn

s 
co

ve
re

d
 h

er
 a

rm
s,

an
d

 h
er

 r
ig

h
t h

an
d

 w
as

 a
 fu

se
d

 lu
m

p
 o

f f
le

sh
…

 it
 lo

o
ke

d
 m

el
te

d
,

lik
e 

w
ax

 e
xp

o
se

d
 t

o
 a

 g
re

at
 h

ea
t.

 I
 g

re
et

ed
 h

er
, 

to
 g

et
 h

er
at

te
n

tio
n

.
“W

h
at

 i
ss

it 
y'

w
an

ta
 m

e?
” 

T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
’s

 a
cc

en
t 

w
as

 t
h

ic
k,

an
d

 I
 h

ad
 d

iff
ic

u
lty

 m
a

ki
n

g 
o

u
t 

w
h

at
 s

h
e 

w
as

 s
a

yi
n

g.
 “

Y
'w

an
ta

m
e 

t'l
ea

ve
? N

O
T
 l

ea
vi

n
g 

th
is

 c
ity

, 
so

 I
'm

 n
o

t.
 I

 c
an

’t,
 t

rie
d

, 
it’

s
n

o
t 

a 
ci

ty
, 

it’
s 

a 
p

ri
so

n
 t'

ev
er

yw
h

er
e.

”
“E

ve
ry

w
h

er
e?

” 
I a

sk
ed

.
“T

h
er

e’
s 

W
o

rld
s,

 
th

er
e'

s…
” 

H
er

 
ey

e
s 

gl
ea

m
ed

 
m

ad
ly

.
“…

p
la

n
es

 
th

at
 

b
e 

si
n

ki
n

g 
sa

n
d

s,
 

fie
ld

s 
th

ir
st

y 
n

et
tle

s 
b

e,
si

gh
tle

ss
 w

o
rl

d
s 

w
h

er
e 

y'
lim

b
s 

ar
e 

gi
ve

n
 l

ife
 a

n
d

 h
at

e,
 c

iti
es

 o
f

d
u

st
 w

h
o

se
 p

eo
p

le
 a

re
 d

u
st

 a
nd

 w
h

is
p

er
 a

sh
, 

th
e 

ho
u

se
 w

ith
ou

t
d

o
or

s,
 

th
e 

T
w

ili
t 

La
n

d
s,

 
th

e 
si

n
gi

n
g 

w
in

d
s,

 
th

e 
si

n
gi

n
g

w
in

d
s…

” 
S

h
e 

st
ar

te
d

 t
o 

so
b

 q
u

ie
tly

, 
b

u
t 

sh
e 

se
em

ed
 a

ll 
o

u
t 

o
f

te
ar

s.
 “

A
n

d
 s

h
ad

o
w

s…
 t

h
e 

te
rr

ib
le

 s
h

ad
o

w
s 

th
er

e 
b

e.
”

“W
h

er
e 

ar
e 

th
es

e 
p

la
ce

s?
”

“W
h

er
e

'z
? 

W
h

er
e'

z 
th

em
 p

la
ce

s?
” 

S
h

e 
flu

n
g 

th
e 

lu
m

p
 o

f 
h

er
rig

h
t 

h
an

d
 in

 a
n

 a
rc

, 
ge

st
u

rin
g 

at
 t

h
e 

ci
ty

sc
ap

e.
 “

T
h

e
y'

z 
al

l 
H

E
R

E

b
e.

 D
oo

rs
, 

do
o

rs
, h

er
e 

to
 

ev
er

yw
he

re
.”

“D
o

o
rs

?”
“Y

o
u

! 
Y

o
u

’re
 n

o
t 

kn
o

w
in

g 
th

is
?!

” 
S

h
e 

sq
u

in
te

d
 a

t 
m

e,
 a

n
d

h
er

 t
ee

th
 s

ta
rt

ed
 c

h
at

te
ri

n
g.

 “
T

el
l 

yo
u

, 
I 

w
ill

: 
B

ew
ar

e 
e

ve
ry
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T

he H
ive

sp
ace yo

u
 w

alk th
ro

u
gh

 o
r tou

ch
 in th

is th
rice-cu

rsed
 city…

D
o

o
rs, gates, arch

es, w
in

d
o

w
s, p

ictu
re fram

es, th
e o

p
en m

o
u

th
o

f a statu
e, th

e sp
aces ‘tw

een
 sh

elves…
 B

e
w

are 
A

N
Y

 sp
ace

b
o

un
d

ed
 on

 all sid
es. 

A
L

L th
ese’re d

o
o

rs t'oth
er p

l
aces.”

“E
very d

o
o

r h
as a KE

Y
 it d

o
es, an

d w
ith

 th
is ke

y, th
ey sh

o
w

th
eir tru

e n
atu

re…
 an arch

 b
eco

m
es a p

o
rtal, a p

ictu
re fram

e
b

eco
m

es a p
o

rtal, a w
in

d
o

w
 b

eco
m

e
s a p

o
rtal…

 all eager t'take
y'so

m
ep

lace EL
S

E. T
h

e
y ste

al yo
u

 aw
a

y…
” S

h
e raised

 th
e lu

m
p

o
f h

er righ
t h

an
d

. “A
n

d
 so

m
etim

es w
h

at’s o
n

 th
'o

th
er sid

e takes
p

art o
f yo

u
 as a TIT

H
E.”

“W
h

at are th
ese ke

ys?
”

“T
h

e ke
ys, th

e ke
ys n

u
m

b
er as m

an
y as th

e d
o

o
rs o

f th
is

city. E
very d

o
o

r, a key, every ke
y, a d

o
o

r.” H
er teeth

 started
ch

atterin
g again

, as if sh
e w

ere co
ld

. “A
n

d
 a ke

y is…
? A

 ke
y is

anything. 
It 

m
a

y 
b

e 
an

 
em

o
tio

n
, 

an 
iron

 
n

ail 
h

eld
 

‘tw
een

y'se
co

n
d

 and
 fifth

 fin
gers, a th

o
u

gh
t th

ou
gh

t th
ree tim

es, th
en

th
ou

gh
t o

n
ce in reverse, o

r it m
a

y b
e a glass ro

se.” S
h

e clen
ch

ed
h

er 
m

o
u

th
 

clo
sed 

to 
try 

an
d

 
still 

h
er 

ch
atterin

g 
teeth

, 
an

d
sq

u
inted

 h
er eyes. “C

an
’t leave…

 can
’t leave…

”
“H

o
w

 d
id

 yo
u

 get h
ere?”

“F
ro

m
…

” S
h

e see
m

ed
 to

 calm
 sligh

tly, an
d

 h
er eyes to

o
k

o
n

 a th
ou

san
d

-leagu
e stare. “C

a
m

e fro
m

 a p
lace else fro

m
 h

ere,
alm

o
st a life-a

go
, h

u
m

m
ed

 a tu
n

e b
y a glad

e w
ith

 tw
o

 d
ead

 trees
th

at h
ad fallen

 to
geth

er. A
 b

rillian
t do

o
r op

en
ed

 in
 th

'sp
ace

‘tw
e

en
 th

e cro
ssed

 trees, sho
w

ed
 m

e th
is city o

n
 th

’ o
th

er sid
e…

I'z step
p

ed
 th

ro
u

gh, en
d

ed
 h

ere.”
“W

h
y can

’t yo
u

 go
 b

ack?”
“T

ried
! 

A
L

L 
d

o
o

rs 
h

ere 
lead

 
to

 OT
H

E
R 

p
laces.” 

S
h

e
sh

u
dd

ered
 and

 gripp
ed

 h
er m

elted
 righ

t h
an

d. “W
en

t th
ro

u
gh

th
rice-ten

 po
rtals, so

m
e a-p

u
rp

o
se, so

m
e a-accid

en
t, n

on
e a-

th
em

 righ
t. C

an
’t fin

d
 w

a
y b

ack…
”

“T
h

ere m
u

st b
e a p

o
rtal th

at can
 take yo

u
 b

ack.”
“C

an
’t even

 leave h
ere

! T
h

is sq
u

are! A
n

d
 th

ere, th
'p

lace o
f

d
eath

 
b

eh
ind

 
th

’ 
gate 

w
aits 

fo
r 

m
e

!” 
S

h
e 

p
o

in
ted

 
at 

th
e

M
o

rtu
ary b

eh
ind

 th
e gate, th

en
 tu

rn
ed

 b
ack to m

e, h
er fa

ce
d

esp
erate. “C

an
’t go

 an
yw

h
ere in

 th
is city!”

“A
n

yth
in

’ co
u

ld b
e a d

oo
r. A

n
y arch

 th
ere, an

y d
o

o
r h

ere,
co

u
ld b

e a p
o

rtal, do
n

’t kno
w

 th
e ke

y, co
u

ld
 get a-sen

t t'ano
th

er
h

o
rrib

le 
p

lace…
” 

H
er 

teeth
 

started
 

ch
atterin

g 
again

. 
“…

go
t

t'sta
y w

a
y fro

m
 th

e clo
sed

 sp
aces, all co

u
ld b

e d
oo

rs, cou
ld h

ave
a ke

y o
n

 m
e, an

’ I n
o

t b
e kn

o
w

in
g it…

” I fo
u

nd
 th

is h
ard

 to
cred

it.
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“T
h

e tw
o

 o
f yo

u
, b

e silen
t! Let u

s m
ake su

re h
e is all righ

t
an

d
 save th

e argu
m

en
ts fo

r later.”
“W

h
…

 w
h

o
 are yo

u
 all?” I asked

. M
y lip

s h
ad

n
’t cau

gh
t up

to
 m

y in
n

er tho
u

gh
ts, sin

ce I reco
gn

ized
 tw

o
 o

f th
e in

carn
ation

s
b

efo
re m

e.
“B

y th
e h

ells, h
e’s lo

st h
is m

e
m

o
ries! D

a
m

n
atio

n
! H

e’s
u

seless to
 u

s n
o

w
!” T

h
e p

ractical in
carn

atio
n h

ad b
een

 en
raged

at m
y w

o
rd

s. A
s alw

a
ys h

is first th
o

u
gh

t o
f o

th
ers w

as h
o

w
u

sefu
l th

ey w
o

u
ld

 b
e as to

o
ls.

“C
alm

 yo
u

rself. H
e’s o

n
ly d

iso
rien

ted, as w
ere w

e all. G
ive

h
im

 a m
o

m
en

t to
 get h

is b
earin

gs,” th
e go

od
 in

carn
ation

 calm
ly

rep
lied

.
“Y

o
u

 are all T
H

IE
V

E
S…

 w
e

arin
g M

Y
 b

o
d

y…
 M

Y
 b

od
y, an

d
yo

u
 w

ill give it B
A

C
K

!” T
h

e p
aran

o
id

 in
carn

ation
 w

ild
ly glared

at all th
ree o

f u
s. T

h
e p

ractical in
carn

ation
 tu

rn
ed, un

leash
in

g
h

is an
ger o

n h
im

.
“I a

m
 at th

e lim
its o

f m
y patience w

ith
 yo

u
r ho

w
lin

g! B
e

silen
t, or —

” O
n

ce again
, th

e goo
d in

carn
atio

n in
terven

ed
 as a

p
eace m

a
ker.

“T
h

is argu
in

g avails u
s n

o
th

in
g! G

ive h
im

 h
is sp

ace, leave
h

im
 b

e.” T
h

e p
ractical in

carn
atio

n tu
rn

ed
 to

 h
im

, u
n

w
illin

g to
give u

p
 an

y co
n

tro
l o

f th
e situ

atio
n

.
“T

im
e is n

o
 lo

n
ger in ou

r favo
r. I w

ill n
o

t stan
d

 h
ere an

d
sq

u
and

er 
an

o
th

er 
m

o
m

en
t 

w
h

ile 
o

u
r 

ad
versary 

is 
n

o
 

d
ou

b
t

h
u

ntin
g fo

r u
s. W

e w
aited

 lo
n

g en
ou

gh
 fo

r h
im

 to
 aw

a
ken

 —
 I

w
ill sp

eak to
 h

im
 now

.”
T

h
e 

p
ractical 

in
carn

atio
n 

tu
rn

ed
 

to 
m

e. 
H

is 
e

yes 
w

ere
w

atch
in

g m
e care

fu
lly, an

d
 as I stud

ied
 h

im
, I felt h

im
 stu

d
yin

g
m

e. H
e sp

o
ke.

“S
o

…
 it h

as co
m

e to
 th

is.”
“W

h
o

 are yo
u

?”
“I w

ill n
o

t su
rren

d
er m

y n
a

m
e to

 yo
u

 o
r an

y m
an

.” T
h

e
m

an
’s vo

ice w
as ro

u
gh

, like m
in

e, an
d

 it ran
g stran

gely in
 m

y
ears. “A

s fo
r ‘w

h
o

 I am
,’ yo

u
 sh

o
uld

 b
e askin

g yo
u

rself th
at —

yo
u

 are o
n

e o
f my in

carn
ation

s. Y
ou

 m
ad

e it h
ere, w

ith
 m

y clu
es

to
 gu

id
e yo

u
.”

“W
e 

—
 

w
e 

are 
sep

arate 
in

carn
atio

n
s? 

H
o

w
 

is 
th

at
p

o
ssib

le?”
T

h
e 

in
carn

atio
n 

w
as 

silen
t 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t, 

th
en

 
h

is
exp

ressio
n

 ch
an

ged
 to co

ntem
p

t.
“If th

ere is an
yth

in
g I h

ave hated abo
u

t yo
u

, it is yo
u

r
co

u
n

tless q
u

estion
s —

 yo
u

r d
esp

erate fu
m

b
lin

g fo
r m

ean
in

g an
d

an
sw

ers.” 
T

h
e 

m
an

’s 
vo

ice 
w

a
s 

like 
a 

h
atch

et, 
an

d
 

an
ger
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M
az

e 
O

f 
R

ef
le

ct
io

ns

M
A

Z
E

 O
F

 R
E

F
LE

C
T

IO
N

S

I 
aw

ok
e 

on
 a

 s
la

b,
 i

n 
an

 i
rr

eg
ul

ar
ly

 s
ph

er
ic

al
 r

oo
m

. 
T

he
 r

oo
m

w
as

 m
ad

e 
of

 a
 f

ac
et

ed
, 

gr
ay

is
h 

m
et

al
li

c 
su

bs
ta

nc
e;

 f
il

am
en

ts
co

lo
re

d 
re

d,
 p

ur
pl

e 
an

d 
bl

ue
 la

ce
d 

ab
ou

t t
he

 w
al

ls
.

I 
le

ve
re

d 
m

ys
el

f 
up

 o
ff

 t
he

 s
la

b.
 T

he
re

 w
er

e 
th

re
e 

fi
gu

re
s 

in
th

e 
ro

om
, w

ho
 I

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d,

 s
in

ce
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

m
e.

T
he

 f
ig

ur
e 

to
 m

y 
ri

gh
t r

es
em

bl
ed

 m
e,

 b
ut

 h
e 

ca
rr

ie
d 

hi
m

se
lf

m
or

e 
li

ke
 a

 f
or

ce
 t

ha
n 

a 
m

an
. 

I 
ha

d 
se

en
 h

im
 b

ef
or

e 
in

 t
he

se
ns

or
y 

st
on

e 
D

ei
on

ar
ra

 h
ad

 l
ef

t 
fo

r 
m

e.
 I

 h
ad

 n
am

ed
 h

im
 t

o
m

ys
el

f 
as

 th
e 

pr
ac

ti
ca

l i
nc

ar
na

ti
on

.
T

he
 r

es
em

bl
an

ce
 w

as
 t

he
re

 i
n 

th
e 

fa
ce

 o
f 

th
e 

fi
gu

re
 d

ir
ec

tl
y

in
 f

ro
nt

 o
f 

m
e,

 b
ut

 h
ar

d 
to

 s
ee

. 
H

is
 b

ac
k 

w
as

 h
un

ch
ed

, 
as

 i
f 

he
w

as
 p

er
pe

tu
al

ly
 a

fr
ai

d 
of

 b
ei

ng
 s

tr
uc

k.
 H

e 
w

as
 w

at
ch

in
g 

m
e

w
ar

il
y,

 a
nd

 h
e 

hi
ss

ed
 a

s 
I 

lo
ok

ed
 a

t h
im

, h
is

 h
an

ds
 c

le
nc

hi
ng

, a
s

if
 w

an
ti

ng
 t

o 
st

ra
ng

le
 m

e.
 H

is
 a

rm
s 

w
er

e 
ho

rr
ib

ly
 g

na
rl

ed
 a

nd
sc

ar
re

d
, 

as
 if

 t
h

e
y 

h
ad

 b
ee

n
 d

u
n

ke
d

 in
to

 a
 s

tr
ea

m
 o

f 
a

ci
d

 —
 a

n
d

h
is

 le
ft 

ar
m

 lo
o

ke
d

 li
ke

 it
 w

as
 h

o
ld

in
g 

on
 b

y 
a 

th
re

ad
, 

lit
er

al
ly

. 
I

h
ad

 s
ee

n
 t

h
is

 i
n

ca
rn

at
io

n 
b

ef
o

re
, 

in
 a

 t
ra

p
p

ed
 s

en
so

ry
 s

to
n

e 
le

ft
fo

r 
m

e,
 o

r 
as

 h
e 

sa
w

 a
ll 

o
th

er
 in

ca
rn

at
io

n
s,

 a
 ‘b

o
d

y-
th

ie
f.’

 I
 h

ad
n

am
ed

 h
im

 t
o

 m
ys

el
f t

h
e 

p
ar

an
o

id
 in

ca
rn

at
io

n
.

T
h

e 
m

an
 

to
 

m
y 

le
ft 

al
so

 
re

se
m

b
le

d
 

m
e,

 
b

u
t 

h
is

 
fa

ce
se

e
m

ed
…

 c
al

m
er

 s
o

m
eh

o
w

. 
H

e 
ga

ve
 a

 s
lig

h
t 

sm
ile

 w
h

en
 h

e
n

o
tic

ed
 

th
e 

d
ire

ct
io

n
 

o
f 

m
y 

ga
ze

, 
an

d
 

h
e 

n
od

d
ed

, 
as

 
if 

in
ap

p
ro

va
l. 

I 
d

id
n

’t 
th

in
k 

I 
w

as
 f

a
m

ili
ar

 w
ith

 t
h

is
 in

ca
rn

at
io

n
, 

b
u

t
b

as
ed

 o
n 

h
is

 m
an

n
er

 I
 d

ec
id

ed
 to

 c
al

l h
im

 t
h

e 
‘g

o
o

d
’ i

n
ca

rn
at

io
n

to
 m

ys
el

f.
“H

e 
h

as
 a

w
ak

en
ed

,”
 s

ai
d

 t
h

e 
go

o
d

 in
ca

rn
at

io
n

.
“F

in
al

ly
.”

 t
h

e 
p

ra
ct

ic
al

 i
n

ca
rn

at
io

n 
ex

cl
ai

m
ed

, 
“I

 t
h

ou
gh

t 
I

w
o

u
ld

 
d

ie
 

ag
ai

n
 

w
ai

tin
g 

fo
r 

h
im

 
to

 
ri

se
.”

 
T

h
e 

p
ar

an
o

id
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
 e

ye
d

 a
ll 

th
re

e 
o

f u
s 

b
ef

o
re

 s
p

ea
ki

n
g.

“P
er

h
ap

s…
 

p
er

h
ap

s 
yo

u
 

w
ill

 ST
IL

L
 

d
ie

. 
N

E
V

E
R
 

fo
rg

et
 

I
W

A
T

C
H
 y

o
u

 T
H

IE
V

E
S,

 y
o

u
 K

IL
L

E
R

S 
—

 K
IL

L
E

R
S 

A
L

L
, 

al
l T

H
R

E
E
 o

f
yo

u
…

”
“H

av
e 

a 
ca

re
 ho

w
 y

o
u

 s
p

ea
k 

to
 m

e,
” 

h
o

tly
 r

et
o

rt
ed

 t
h

e
p

ra
ct

ic
al

 in
ca

rn
at

io
n

, 
“y

o
u

 d
er

an
ge

d
 w

re
ck

. 
H

e 
w

a
s 

fo
rt

u
n

at
e 

to
re

ac
h

 h
er

e 
w

ith
 a

ll 
th

o
se

 t
ra

p
s yo

u 
sc

at
te

re
d

 t
h

ro
u

gh
ou

t 
th

e
P

la
n

es
. 

I 
sw

ea
r,

 if
 I

 c
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
cr

o
ss

ed
 t

h
e 

ye
ar

s 
to

 p
u

t 
yo

u
 o

ut
o

f 
yo

u
r m

is
er

y,
 I 

w
—

” 
T

h
e 

go
o

d
 in

ca
rn

at
io

n
 c

u
t h

im
 o

ff.

T
he
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iv

e
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“Y
o

u
…

 
yo

u
’re

 
af

ra
id

 
to

 
go

 
th

ro
u

gh
 AN

Y
 

d
o

o
r 

o
r 

ar
ch

b
ec

au
se

 it
 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
a 

p
o

rt
al

?”
S

h
e 

no
dd

ed
, h

er
 t

ee
th

 c
h

at
te

rin
g.

“H
o

w
 l

o
n

g 
h

av
e 

yo
u

 b
ee

n
 a

fr
ai

d
 o

f 
th

is
?”

 S
h

e 
sq

u
in

te
d

,
p

o
nd

er
in

g.
“S

in
ce

 t
h

e 
la

st
 t

im
e 

I 
w

al
ke

d
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

’ 
la

st
 p

o
rt

al
, 

th
’

p
la

ce
 w

h
er

e 
m

'h
an

d
…

” 
S

h
e 

st
o

p
s.

 “
S

in
ce

 m
'te

n
th

 T
u

rn
in

g…
I'm

 i
n

 m
e 

fo
u

rt
h

 t
en

th
 T

u
rn

in
g 

th
at

, 
no

w
.”

 H
er

 t
ee

th
 b

eg
in

ch
at

te
rin

g 
ag

ai
n

.
“T

h
ir

ty
 y

e
ar

s?
 Y

o
u

'v
e 

h
av

en
’t 

w
al

ke
d

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 

an
y 

do
o

r f
o

r
th

irt
y 

ye
ar

s?
”

H
er

 v
is

io
n

 s
ee

m
ed

 t
o

 c
le

ar
 s

lig
h

tly
. 

S
h

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 u

p
 a

t 
m

e,
h

er
 t

ee
th

 s
til

l c
h

at
te

ri
n

g.
“I

f 
yo

u
 g

o
t 

h
er

e,
 t

h
er

e 
m

u
st

 b
e 

a 
po

rt
al

 t
h

at
 c

an
 t

ak
e 

yo
u

b
ac

k.
 I

t’s
 o

n
ly

 a
 m

at
te

r 
o

f 
fin

d
in

g 
it 

—
”

S
h

e 
sm

ile
d

. 
H

er
 t

ee
th

 w
er

en
’t 

ch
at

te
rin

g 
b

ec
au

se
 s

h
e 

w
as

co
ld

…
 t

h
ey

 w
er

e 
m

o
vi

n
g 

ar
o

u
nd

 i
n

si
d

e 
h

er
 m

o
u

th
, 

h
er

 g
u

m
s

tw
is

tin
g 

as
 t

h
e 

te
et

h
 s

h
ift

ed
 a

b
ou

t.
 T

h
ey

 r
o

se
 a

n
d

 r
ec

ed
ed

 a
s 

I
w

at
ch

ed
, 

ch
at

te
rin

g 
as

 
th

ey
 

ra
ttl

ed
 

ag
ai

n
st

 
ea

ch
 

o
th

er
. 

S
h

e
h

is
se

d
 a

t 
m

e.
“O

n
ly

 t
a

ke
s O

N
E
 p

o
rt

al
 y

o
u

 s
te

p
s 

th
ro

u
gh

 a
-a

cc
id

en
t,

 t
'd

riv
e

th
’ F

E
A

R
 in

to
 y

o
u

. 
I 

w
en

t 
th

ro
u

gh
 t

h
ric

e-
te

n
, 

lo
st

 m
'h

an
d

, 
b

u
rn

ed
m

'fl
es

h
, 

an
d

 l
o

st
 m

's
en

se
.”

 S
h

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 a

t 
h

er
 f

ee
t.

 “
N

'm
o

re
,

n
'm

o
re

.”
“I

'm
 s

o
rr

y…
 i

f 
I 

ca
n

 f
in

d
 s

o
m

e 
m

ea
n

s 
to

 h
el

p
 y

o
u

, 
I 

w
ill

.
F

ar
ew

el
l.”

 I
 h

op
ed

 I
 d

id
n

’t 
p

ro
m

is
e 

to
 h

el
p

 e
ve

ry
o

n
e 

I 
m

et
 i

n
th

e 
H

iv
e.

 I
 s

u
sp

ec
te

d
 t

h
e 

ci
ty

 g
en

er
at

ed
 u

n
fo

rt
u

n
at

es
 f

as
te

r 
th

an
an

yo
n

e,
 e

ve
n

 if
 h

e 
w

er
e 

im
m

o
rt

al
, 

co
u

ld
 h

op
e 

to
 h

el
p.

I 
p

as
se

d
 b

y 
th

e 
G

at
h

er
in

g 
D

u
st

 b
ar

, 
b

u
t 

it 
w

as
 a

 D
u

st
m

en
h

an
go

u
t. 

I h
ad

 h
ad

 e
no

u
gh

 o
f t

h
em

, 
so

 I
 d

id
n

’t 
go

 in
.

“L
o

o
ks

 li
ke

 t
h

e 
D

u
st

ie
s 

lo
st

 o
n

e 
o

f t
h

ei
r 

d
ea

d
er

s…
”

I 
re

al
iz

ed
 t

h
e 

co
m

m
en

t 
w

as
 r

e
fe

rr
in

g 
to

 m
e.

 T
h

e 
sp

ea
ke

r
w

a
s 

a 
st

rik
in

g 
re

d
-h

ai
re

d
 g

irl
 d

re
ss

ed
 in

 le
at

h
er

 a
rm

o
r.

 H
er

 r
ig

h
t

ar
m

 w
as

 c
o

ve
re

d
 w

ith
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

o
f 

in
te

rlo
ck

in
g 

p
la

te
s 

th
at

 lo
o

ke
d

as
 i

f 
th

e
y 

w
er

e 
ta

ke
n

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

sk
in

 o
f 

so
m

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
, 

an
d

 a
h

o
rn

ed
 s

ho
u

ld
er

 p
ie

ce
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 h
er

 le
ft 

ar
m

. 
O

d
d

ly
 e

n
o

u
gh

, 
sh

e
h

ad
 a

 t
ai

l…
 t

h
at

 w
as

 f
lic

ki
n

g 
b

ac
k 

an
d

 f
o

rt
h

 a
s 

I 
w

at
ch

ed
. 

S
h

e
n

o
tic

ed
 m

y 
in

te
re

st
.

“P
ik

e 
o

ff.
”

Ig
n

o
rin

g 
th

e 
co

m
m

en
t,

 I
 g

re
et

ed
 h

er
, 

as
ki

n
g 

w
h

o
 s

h
e 

w
as

.
T

h
e 

gi
rl 

sn
ee

re
d

, 
th

en
 m

ad
e 

an
 o

b
sc

en
e 

ge
st

u
re

 w
ith

 h
er

 t
ai

l.
“P

ik
e 

o
ff,

 y
eh

 c
lu

el
es

s 
so

d
.”
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T

he H
ive

T
he girl herself w

as w
ell w

orth looking at, but did she know
she had a tail? I realized I m

ust have actually blurted out w
hat I

w
as thinking w

hen she replied.
“D

o I no
w

?” T
h

e girl lo
o

ked
 at h

er tail. “S
o

 I d
o

! A
n

 h
ere I

w
a

s th
in

kin
g th

at it w
as a trick o

f m
e e

ye. M
y, aren

’t yeh
 a

sh
arp

 cu
tter?” S

h
e b

ared
 h

er teeth
. “W

h
y d

o
n

’t yeh
 p

iss o
ff ta

w
h

ate
ver h

o
le yeh

 cra
w

led
 o

u
t o

f an
d

 leave m
e b

e?
! M

e n
o

r m
e

tail 
is 

fo
r 

trad
e, 

jig?” 
A

s 
I 

fu
m

b
led

 
fo

r 
a 

rep
ly, 

M
o

rte
in

terpo
sed

,
“It’s ju

st as w
ell n

eith
er yo

u
 n

o
r yo

u
r tail are fo

r sale. Y
o

u
co

u
ldn

’t sq
u

eak o
u

t a livin
g w

ith
 ‘em

, an
yw

a
y.” F

o
rtun

ately, h
is

vo
ice w

as to
o

 lo
w

 p
itch

ed
 fo

r h
er to

 m
ake h

im
 o

u
t, and

 sh
e ju

st
lo

o
ked

 
q

u
estion

in
gly 

at 
M

o
rte. 

I'd
 

alread
y 

m
ad

e 
a 

fo
o

l 
o

f
m

yself. M
igh

t as w
ell try to

 satisfy m
e cu

rio
sity.

“H
e d

id
n

’t say an
yth

in
g…

 b
u

t I'm
 still cu

riou
s…

 
w

hy do
yo

u
 h

ave a tail?”
“A

re yeh
 daft? C

an
 it b

e th
at yer d

u
m

b
er th

an
 sto

n
e, o

r
m

a
yh

ap
 yer th

e P
o

w
er o

’ ign
o

ran
ce? M

ay th
e d

ab
u

s b
rick yeh

o
ver an

d
 m

ake yeh
 a street!” M

o
rte an

sw
ered

 m
y q

u
estio

n
.

“S
h

e’s a tieflin
g, ch

ief. T
h

e
y go

t so
m

e d
e

m
o

n
’s b

loo
d

 in
‘e

m
, an

d
 th

at m
a

kes ‘e
m

 p
aran

o
id

 an
d d

efen
sive…

 n
ice tail,

th
ou

gh
. S

h
am

e it’s p
lastered

 o
n

 su
ch

 an u
gly b

o
d

y.” I tried
 to

in
terpo

se a co
m

m
en

t, u
selessly, as sh

e rep
lied

.
“Y

eh
 b

etter latch
 yer b

o
n

ebo
x, yeh

 fo
u

l-m
o

u
th

ed
 m

im
ir,

‘fo
re I sp

lits it fro
m

 yer ja
w

, jig?”
“W

h
y d

o
n

’t yo
u

 try an
d sp

lit m
y ja

w
, ch

it?! A
ll I'm

 h
earin

g
is a lo

tta ch
atter fro

m
 so

m
e H

ive trash
! T

h
ro

w
 a p

u
n

ch
! I d

are
yo

u
! I'll b

ite yo
u

r legs o
ff!”

“E
n

o
u

gh
!” I fin

ally go
t o

u
t.

“A
ye, th

at’s righ
t. Leash

 yer m
im

ir, ‘tard
, o

r I'll b
u

ry h
im

w
ith

 h
is bo

d
y, jig?” I figu

red
 I w

o
u

ld
n

’t get an
yth

in
g m

o
re o

u
t

o
f th

is on
e.

“F
are

w
ell, th

en
.”

“A
ye, p

ike o
ff ta w

h
erever yeh

 cam
e

 fro
m

, th
en

.”
I w

o
n

d
ered

 on
. A

 street ven
d

o
r cau

gh
t m

y e
ye. T

h
is fo

u
l-

lo
o

kin
g m

an
 w

as q
u

ick to
 n

o
tice h

e'd
 cau

gh
t m

y atten
tio

n
; in

m
o

m
en

ts h
e w

as u
p

o
n m

e, h
a

w
kin

g h
is ‘w

ares.’ H
e carried

 a
lo

n
g w

o
o

d
en po

le; do
zen

s o
f skin

n
ed an

d co
o

ked
 rats d

an
gled

fro
m

 it. A
s h

e sp
o

ke, h
e gestu

red
 to th

em
 w

ith
 a b

ro
ad

, filth-
en

cru
sted

 h
an

d
, sm

ilin
g a yello

w
ed

, sn
aggle-to

o
th

ed
 grin

 all th
e

w
h

ile.
“O

ye, cu
tter, ‘o

w
 ye d

o
in

’ th
ere? W

o
t so

rta d
eeee-licio

u
s

ratsies is ye in
terested

 in
 th

is fin
e d

ay?”

T
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“I'm
 go

in
g to

 try an
d

 fin
d

 yo
u

 all no
w

. If yo
u

 fin
d

 th
is

read
er sto

n
e, d

o
 not m

o
ve fro

m
 th

is sp
o

t, o
r I m

a
y n

ever fin
d

yo
u

. I h
ave left so

m
e su

p
p

lies fo
r yo

u
 in

 th
e b

ase o
f o

n
e o

f th
e

statu
es. D

o
n

’t w
aste th

e
m

 —
 I d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
 h

o
w

 lon
g it’s go

in
g

to
 take fo

r u
s to

 find
 ou

r en
em

y an
d

 get o
u

t, an
d w

e m
a

y n
e

ed
th

o
se sup

p
lies later. I'll see yo

u
 all so

o
n.”

I exa
m

in
ed

 th
e roo

m
 fu

rth
er. If th

is w
a

s a trap
, it h

ad
 b

een
im

p
ro

ved
 sin

ce th
e last tim

e an
 in

carn
ation

 o
f m

in
e h

ad
 b

een
h

ere, fo
r I fo

u
nd

 no
 exit, o

r an
y m

ean
s to

 trigger a p
o

rtal. T
h

at
left th

e crystal in
 th

e cen
ter o

f th
e ro

o
m

.
T

h
e h

u
ge crystal rad

iated
 a p

u
lsatin

g, sp
ectral ligh

t as it
h

o
vered

 ab
o

ve th
e crater in

 th
e m

id
d

le o
f th

e roo
m

. T
h

e rh
yth

m
o

f its p
u

lses rem
in

d
ed

 m
e o

f a h
eartb

eat, b
u

t slo
w

 an
d

 sickly.
Ligh

t 
fro

m
 

th
e 

crystal 
to

u
ch

ed
 

th
e 

ed
ges 

o
f 

th
e 

ro
o

m
 

like
fin

gers, ea
ch

 ra
y o

f ligh
t castin

g a glo
w

 o
n

 th
e ruin

ed face
s o

f
th

e statu
es su

rro
un

d
in

g it. I reach
ed

 ou
t to

 th
e crystal.

T
h

ere w
as a m

o
m

en
t o

f d
izzin

ess as I tou
ch

ed
 th

e crystal;
th

en
 a slo

w
 ch

ill p
assed

 throu
gh

 m
y b

o
d

y, an
d

 I disco
vered

 th
at

m
y m

u
scles h

ad
 lo

cked
, m

y h
an

d
 fro

zen
 to

 th
e crystal’s su

rface.
T

h
ere w

as a m
o

m
en

t o
f silen

ce, th
en

 sh
arp

 p
ain

s sp
lin

tered
th

rou
gh

 m
y b

o
d

y like fractu
res —

 I felt as if m
y very 

B
E

IN
G

 h
ad

b
een

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 ice, th
en

 
shattered…
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T
ri

al
 O

f 
Im

pu
ls

e

“D
ak

'k
o

n
, 

M
o

rt
e,

 X
ac

h
ar

ia
h,

 D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 —
 i

t 
is

 I
. 

I 
h

av
e

p
la

ce
d

 a
 m

in
o

r 
m

es
sa

gi
n

g 
en

ch
an

tm
en

t 
o

n
 t

h
is

 s
to

n
e;

 li
st

en
 t

o
 it

fu
lly

, 
th

en
 d

o
 a

s 
I 

sa
y.

” 
T

h
e 

vo
ic

e 
to

o
k 

a 
b

re
at

h
; 

it 
so

un
d

ed
ir

ri
ta

te
d

.
“I

 d
o

n
’t 

kn
o

w
 h

o
w

 w
e 

go
t 

se
p

ar
at

ed
, 

b
u

t 
I 

th
in

k 
th

e 
p

o
rt

al
th

at
 b

ro
u

gh
t 

u
s 

h
er

e 
d

iv
id

ed
 u

s.
 I

t’s
 o

n
ly

 a
 m

in
o

r 
se

tb
ac

k 
—

w
h

en
 y

o
u

 f
in

d
 t

h
is

 s
to

n
e,

 s
ta

y 
w

ith
 i

t 
un

til
 I

 c
an

 r
ej

oi
n

 y
o

u
.

B
as

ed
 o

n
 m

y 
d

iv
in

at
io

n
s,

 t
hi

s 
F

o
rt

re
ss

 i
s 

th
e 

si
ze

 o
f 

se
ve

ra
l

ci
tie

s 
—

 t
h

e 
le

ss
 y

o
u

 m
o

ve
 a

ro
u

n
d

, 
th

e 
ea

si
er

 it
 is

 f
o

r 
m

e 
to

 f
in

d
yo

u
.”

 
T

h
e 

vo
ic

e 
to

o
k 

an
o

th
er

 
b

re
at

h
, 

th
en

 
b

ec
am

e 
m

o
re

d
et

ac
h

ed
, 

as
 if

 s
u

rv
e

yi
n

g 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
an

d
 s

p
ea

ki
n

g 
ab

o
u

t i
t.

“I
 fo

u
gh

t 
m

y 
w

a
y 

th
ro

u
gh

 th
e 

fir
st

 o
f t

h
e 

va
u

lts
; 

th
is

 p
la

ce
 is

fi
ll

ed
 w

ith
 s

h
ad

o
w

s,
 w

a
y 

to
o

 m
an

y 
to

 k
ee

p
 f

ig
h

tin
g 

—
 i

f 
yo

u
en

co
u

nt
er

 
an

y,
 

ru
n

 
b

ef
o

re
 

th
ey

 
sw

ar
m

 
yo

u
; 

th
ey

’re
 

m
u

ch
to

u
gh

er
 t

h
an

 t
h

e 
ot

h
er

 s
h

ad
o

w
s 

w
e 

en
co

u
n

te
re

d
 b

ef
o

re
; 

I 
th

in
k

th
e 

en
er

gi
es

 
o

f 
th

e 
P

la
n

e 
fe

ed
 

th
em

 
so

m
eh

o
w

, 
m

a
ke

 
th

e
m

st
ro

n
ge

r.
” 

T
h

e 
vo

ic
e 

to
o

k 
an

ot
h

er
 b

re
at

h
.

“T
h

er
e 

w
er

e 
a 

se
ri

es
 o

f 
gr

ea
t 

w
ar

 r
el

ic
s 

w
ith

in
 t

h
e 

va
u

lt 
th

at
sh

ift
ed

 m
e 

fr
o

m
 p

la
ce

 t
o

 p
la

ce
; 

I 
m

an
ag

ed
 t

o
 l

u
re

 t
h

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s

to
 e

ac
h

 m
ac

h
in

e,
 t

h
en

 s
h

ift
 w

h
ile

 t
h

ey
 s

w
ar

m
ed

 w
h

er
e 

I 
h

ad
b

ee
n

. 
It 

b
ou

gh
t 

m
e 

so
m

e 
tim

e,
 t

im
e 

en
o

u
gh

 t
o

 e
sc

ap
e:

 O
n

ce
 I

h
ad

 
tr

ip
p

ed
 

fo
u

r 
re

lic
s,

 
it 

op
en

ed
 

a 
p

o
rt

al
 

ou
t.

” 
T

h
e 

vo
ic

e
p

au
se

d
, 

as
 if

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
ju

st
 o

cc
u

rr
ed

 to
 th

e 
sp

ea
ke

r.
“I

t 
st

rik
es

 m
e 

n
o

w
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
va

u
lt 

I 
ca

m
e 

fr
o

m
 m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
so

m
e

st
ra

n
ge

 s
o

rt
 o

f 
ga

te
h

o
u

se
 —

 t
h

e 
re

lic
s 

se
em

 t
o

 s
ea

l 
it 

o
ff 

fr
o

m
b

o
th

 t
h

e 
in

si
d

e a
nd

 t
h

e 
ou

ts
id

e 
o

f 
th

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

. 
W

h
at

ev
er

 b
u

ilt
th

is
 p

la
ce

 l
ik

es
 k

e
ep

in
g 

th
e 

sh
ad

o
w

s 
u

n
d

er
 g

u
ar

d
 s

o
 t

h
ey

 c
an

’t
ru

n
 

lo
o

se
; 

th
e 

sh
ad

o
w

s 
d

o
n

’t 
h

av
e 

an
y 

su
b

st
an

ce
, 

so
 

th
ey

w
o

u
ld

n
’t 

b
e 

ab
le

 
to

 
u

se
 

th
e 

m
ac

h
in

es
 

to
 

es
ca

p
e 

th
e 

va
u

lt.
H

m
m

m
. 

I'l
l h

av
e 

to
 t

h
in

k 
ab

o
u

t t
h

at
 s

o
m

e 
m

o
re

…
”

“N
o

 m
at

te
r 

—
 I

'm
 i

n
 a

 r
o

o
m

 w
ith

 a
 g

re
at

 c
ry

st
al

 i
n

 i
t,

 a
n

d
I'm

 g
o

in
g 

to
 e

xa
m

in
e 

it 
m

o
re

 c
lo

se
ly

 b
ef

o
re

 m
o

vi
n

g 
o

n
.”

 T
h

e
vo

ic
e 

p
au

se
d

, 
as

 i
f 

th
e 

sp
ea

ke
r 

w
as

 l
o

o
ki

n
g 

ar
o

u
n

d.
 “

T
h

er
e 

ar
e

fiv
e 

st
at

u
es

 in
 t

h
e 

ro
o

m
, 

an
d

 t
h

ey
 lo

o
k 

lik
e 

m
e 

—
 a

n
d

 t
h

ey
 lo

o
k

ol
d,

 to
o

, 
lik

e 
th

ey
'v

e 
b

ee
n

 h
er

e 
fo

r 
so

m
e 

tim
e.

”
“A

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
cr

ys
ta

l…
 i

t 
d

o
es

n
’t 

se
em

 l
ik

e 
it 

b
el

o
n

gs
 i

n 
th

e
F

o
rt

re
ss

, 
an

d
 i

ts
 s

iz
e 

an
d 

sh
ap

e 
re

m
in

d
s 

m
e 

o
f 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

I'v
e

re
ad

 
in

 
th

e 
an

n
al

s,
 

so
m

e 
so

rt
 

o
f 

d
im

en
si

o
n

al
 

p
ri

so
n

 
th

at
se

g
m

en
ts

 t
h

e 
so

u
l. 

I 
d

on
’t 

th
in

k 
it’

s 
a 

co
in

ci
d

en
ce

 t
h

e 
po

rt
al

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

m
ai

n
 v

au
lt 

te
le

p
o

rt
ed

 m
e 

h
er

e:
 I

 t
h

in
k 

th
e 

cr
ys

ta
l’s

 a
tr

ap
, 

so
 d
on

’t 
to

u
ch

 i
t 

un
til

 w
e’

re
 t

o
ge

th
er

 a
ga

in
 —

 I
 

m
ea

n 
it,

M
o

rt
e

.”

T
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e
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I 
ex

a
m

in
ed

 t
h

e 
‘ra

ts
ie

s.
’ 

E
ac

h
 r

at
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

sk
in

n
ed

 a
n

d
gu

tt
ed

, 
th

ei
r 

fe
et

 a
n

d
 t

ai
ls

 r
em

o
ve

d
; 

th
ey

 d
an

gl
ed

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

p
o

le
b

y 
h

o
o

ks
 

p
un

ch
ed

 
th

o
u

gh
 

th
ei

r 
n

ec
ks

. 
A

s 
I 

ex
a

m
in

ed
 

th
e

va
rio

u
s 

m
an

n
er

s 
in

 w
h

ic
h

 t
h

ey
'd

 b
ee

n
 p

re
p

ar
ed

, 
I 

re
al

iz
ed

 t
h

ei
r

h
ea

d
s 

w
er

e 
sl

ig
h

tly
 

m
is

sh
ap

en
 

—
 

a 
b

u
lb

ou
s 

kn
o

t 
o

f 
b

on
e

p
ro

tr
u

d
ed

 f
ro

m
 e

a
ch

 c
ra

n
iu

m
, 

co
ve

re
d

 in
 w

h
o

rl
s 

th
at

 g
av

e 
it 

th
e

ap
p

ea
ra

n
ce

 o
f b

ra
in

 t
is

su
e.

“T
h

o
se

 a
re

 s
tr

an
ge

-lo
o

ki
n

g 
ra

ts
.”

“A
h

, 
ye

'v
e 

go
t 

a 
ke

en
 e

ye
 t

h
er

e,
 c

u
tt

er
! 

A
ll 

I 
se

ll 
is

 b
ra

in
ve

rm
in

, 
I 

d
o

…
 I

'm
 s

u
re

 y
e'

ll 
fin

d
 t

h
ey

'v
e 

go
t 

a 
m

u
ch

 r
ic

h
er

fla
vo

r 
th

an
 y

er
 u

su
al

 r
at

. 
Q

ui
te

 n
ic

e,
 r

ea
lly

!”
 H

e 
p

ro
ffe

re
d

 t
h

em
to

 m
e 

o
n

ce
 m

o
re

, 
w

av
in

g 
th

e 
p

o
le

 b
ef

o
re

 m
y 

fa
ce

 e
n

tic
in

gl
y…

th
e 

ra
ts

 s
w

a
ye

d
 t

o
 a

n
d 

fr
o

, 
ho

o
ke

d
 li

ke
 t

in
y 

si
d

es
 o

f b
ee

f.
“B

ra
in

 v
er

m
in

?”
“A

ye
, 

cu
tt

er
, 

b
ra

in
 v

er
m

in
. 

F
o

ul
 c

re
at

u
re

s,
 t

h
ey

 a
re

. 
N

o
w

,
ye

r 
n

o
rm

al
 r

at
s,

 t
h

e
y 

ju
st

 e
at

 s
to

re
d

 g
oo

d
s 

an
’ 

m
u

lti
p

ly
, 

sp
re

ad
d

is
ea

se
 a

n
’ 

al
l 

th
at

…
 a

 n
u

is
an

ce
, 

re
al

ly
, 

n
o

 m
o

re
. 

Y
er

 
cr

an
iu

m
ra

t,
 t

ho
u

gh
 —

 b
ra

in
 v

er
m

in
, 

w
o

t I 
go

 a
fte

r 
—

 t
h

e
y’

re
 j

u
st

tr
o

ub
le

. 
W

h
en

 y
e 

ge
t 

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 a
 ‘

an
d

fu
l 

a’
 t

h
e 

lit
tle

 p
ik

er
s

to
ge

th
er

, 
th

ey
 s

ta
rt

 t
o

 g
et

 s
m

ar
t 

o
n

 y
e…

 s
o

m
et

im
es

 
re

al
 s

m
ar

t.
”

“T
h

e
y 

b
ec

o
m

e 
m

o
re

 in
te

lli
ge

n
t?

”
“S

u
re

 a
s 

I'm
 s

ta
n

d
in

’ h
er

e 
b

ef
o

re
 y

e,
 t

h
ey

 d
o

! 
If 

I 
ra

n
 a

cr
o

ss
an

y 
m

o
re

 t
h

an
 t

w
o

 s
co

re
 o

f ‘
e

m
, 

I'd
 fl

e
e 

fo
r 

m
e 

ca
se

 li
ke

 
th

at
…

”
H

e 
sn

ap
p

ed
, 

to
 e

m
p

h
as

iz
e 

th
e 

po
in

t.
 “

…
I 

w
o

u
ld

! 
Y

e 
ge

t 
th

at
m

an
y 

o
f 

‘e
m

 i
n

 a
 p

ac
k,

 w
h

y…
 w

h
y,

 t
h

e
y 

ge
ts

 s
m

ar
t 

as
 a

 m
an

,
th

ey
 d

o
!”

“H
er

e’
s 

m
y 

b
es

t 
ad

vi
ce

 f
o

r 
ye

, 
cu

tt
er

…
 i

f 
ye

’re
 b

en
t 

o
n

ca
tc

h
in

’ 
b

ra
in

 v
er

m
in

, 
st

ic
k 

to
 s

m
al

l 
p

ac
ks

. 
A

 d
o

ze
n

 o
r 

so
, 

at
m

o
st

. 
B

u
t 

I'l
l t

el
l y

e…
” 

H
e 

st
ep

p
ed

 c
lo

se
, 

h
is

 b
re

at
h

 f
et

id
 in

 m
y

fa
ce

, 
an

d
 s

p
o

ke
 in

 a
 h

u
sh

ed
 t

on
e:

 “
Y

e 
ru

n 
in

to
 m

o
re

 t
h

an
 t

h
at

…
m

o
re

 t
h

an
 a

 c
o

u
pl

e 
do

ze
n

…
 y

e 
ru

n
 l

ik
e 

ye
’re

 i
n

 t
h

e 
sh

ad
o

w
 o

f
th

e 
La

d
y!

” 
H

e 
b

ac
ke

d
 a

w
a

y 
fr

o
m

 m
e 

a
ga

in
.

“S
o

rc
er

y,
 c

u
tt

er
…

 s
o

rc
er

y!
 Y

e 
ge

ts
 e

n
o

u
gh

 o
f 

th
o

se
 l

il’
fie

n
d

s 
in

 a
 s

p
ac

e,
 t

h
ey

 g
ai

n
 a

ll 
so

rt
s 

a’
 o

d
d 

po
w

er
s!

 M
ak

e 
a

b
as

h
er

’s
 

b
ra

in
 

p
ou

r 
o

u
t 

‘is
 

ea
rs

, 
th

ey
 

w
ill

! 
D

o
w

n
rig

h
t

fr
ig

h
te

n
in

'…
 it

’s
 ju

st
 w

ro
n

g,
 I

 te
ll 

ye
.”

“W
h

o
 a

re
 y

o
u

?”
“W

o
t,

 m
e?

 W
h

y,
 I

'm
 C

re
ed

en
, 

so
m

et
im

es
 c

al
le

d
 C

re
ed

 —
th

e 
B

u
tc

h
er

er
-o

f-
R

at
s!

” 
H

e 
sm

ile
d

 g
ra

n
d

io
se

ly
, 

ex
p

o
si

n
g 

ill
-

m
at

ch
ed

 r
o

w
s 

o
f 

ye
llo

w
ed

, 
b

ro
ke

n
 a

nd
 c

ro
o

ke
d

 t
ee

th
.

“Y
o

u
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 s
ee

m
…

 f
ri

en
d

lie
r…

 t
h

an
 m

o
st

 a
ro

un
d

 h
er

e.
”

“W
el

l, 
cu

tt
er

, 
I 

tr
y.

 R
es

u
lt 

a’
 m

y 
b

u
si

n
es

s,
 I

 t
h

in
ks

…
 m

o
st

fo
lk

s 
ar

o
u

n
d

 ‘e
re

 a
re

 a
 p

ee
ry

 a
n

’ d
o

w
n

ri
gh

t 
un

fr
ie

n
d

ly
 lo

t,
 b

u
t 

I
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T

he H
ive

w
an

t every cu
tter to

 kn
o

w
 th

at C
reed

en
’s alw

a
ys go

t a w
arm

sm
ile an

’ a p
ip

in
’ ‘o

t, fresh
-co

o
ked

 ratsie fo
r ‘em

!” H
e w

in
ked

at m
e, an

d
 to

u
ch

ed
 m

y arm
.

“I see ye’re leavin
', cu

tter, b
u

t a'fo
re ye go

, w
o

u
ld

st ye like
a n

ice, d
eee-liscio

u
s ratsie? O

n
e fo

r th
e ro

ad
, ye m

igh
t sa

y?”
“W

h
y n

o
t…

”
“G

o
o

d
, cu

tter, goo
d

! W
o

t so
rt w

o
u

ld
st ye lik

e?” H
e p

o
in

ted
to

 each
 in tu

rn
 w

ith
 a grim

y fin
gern

ail. “I go
t th

em
 b

aked
,

sp
iced

, bo
iled, an

’ ch
arred

! A
ll fresh

, all scru
m

p
tio

u
s…

 an
d

o
n

ly th
ree co

p
p

ers fo
r tw

o
!”

“C
h

arred
,” I rep

lied. T
h

at sh
ou

ld
 hid

e an
y n

asty taste.
I h

an
d

ed
 o

ver m
y co

p
p

ers an
d

, in
 on

e sw
ift m

o
tio

n
, h

e ran
 a

p
air o

f ch
arred

 rats th
ro

u
gh w

ith
 a w

o
o

d
en

 skew
er, u

n
h

oo
ked

th
em

, an
d

 p
laced

 th
em

 in
 m

y h
an

d
. H

e w
in

ked
 at m

e.
“E

n
jo

y, cu
tter!”

T
h

e rat w
as b

u
rn

t an
d

 crisp
y o

u
tside, b

u
t ten

d
er and

 ju
icy

w
ith

in
. It w

as a b
it greasy an

d
 rath

er rich
, tastin

g o
f so

m
e…

o
th

er…
 m

eat I w
as su

re I'd
 h

ad
 b

efo
re. T

h
e m

an
 lo

o
ked

 at m
e

exp
ectan

tly.
“D

id
 ye like? W

o
u

ld
st ye like an

o
th

er?” M
o

tion
in

g th
at I

d
idn

’t, I co
n

tinu
ed

 o
n

.

T
rial O

f Im
pulse

425

T
R

IA
L O

F
 IM

P
U

LS
E

I appeared in a sm
aller room

. F
ive statues arranged in a sem

i-
circle looked inw

ard at a circular basin. F
loating above the

basin w
as a peculiar, glow

ing crystal. I had only a m
om

ent to
take in the cham

ber, since I recognized the burning figure w
ho

w
as present. It w

as Ignus. T
he burning rage w

hich he had felt at
our last m

eeting had obviously consum
ed him

, turning him
insane. P

erhaps not insane, precisely, but the elem
ental fire he

w
orshipped had nearly burnt all the hum

anity from
 him

. H
e

im
m

ediately m
oved to attack m

e.
“I w

ill burn you, then sset fire to the planesss," h
e cried

,
castin

g 
sp

ells 
o

f 
fire 

at 
m

e. 
I 

h
arn

essed
 

m
y 

o
w

n
 

m
a

gical
en

ergies to
 co

u
nterattack.

“T
he 

flam
esss 

w
ill 

consum
e 

you," 
h

e 
gro

w
led

, 
and

 
h

is
gro

w
lin

g w
as th

e so
u

n
d o

f b
on

fires b
u

rnin
g. B

u
t m

y sp
ells

d
ro

ve h
im

 b
ack, u

n
til h

e cou
ld retreat n

o fu
rth

er.
“T

h
e 

skie
s 

sh
all 

b
e 

fla
m

esss, 
an

d
 

all 
life 

sh
all 

b
e 

as
to

rch
es,” h

e w
h

isp
ered

, ju
st b

efo
re m

y sp
ell kn

o
cked

 h
im

 to
 th

e
gro

u
nd

, and
 pu

t o
ut th

e last o
f th

e fire flo
atin

g ab
o

u
t h

im
. I

h
u

rried o
ver to th

e cru
m

p
led

 fo
rm

 o
f Ign

u
s. H

e w
a

s d
yin

g,
alm

o
st d

ead
. I kn

eeled
, an

d gath
ered

 h
is b

od
y in

 m
y arm

s. H
e

sp
o

ke, so
 q

u
ietly I h

ad
 to

 p
lace m

y h
e

ad
 n

ext to
 h

is to
 h

ear h
im

.
“M

aster fo
rgive m

e. I h
ave b

etra
yed

 yo
u

r teach
in

g.” I h
ad

 to
accep

t th
at so

m
e to

rm
en

ted
 figu

res fro
m

 m
y p

ast I co
u

ld n
ever

h
elp

; in
d

eed alm
o

st all w
ere like Ign

u
s, p

en
n

ed
 in

 th
e d

ead
 b

oo
k

an
d

 b
eyo

n
d

 m
y re

ach
 fo

r go
o

d
 o

r ill. I gen
tly laid

 Ign
u

s’ bo
d

y
d

o
w

n
 up

on
 th

e grou
nd

 again
.

N
o

w
 th

at I h
ad

 a ch
an

ce to
 loo

k aro
u

nd
 th

e roo
m

, I realized
th

e statu
es w

ere o
f m

e. I exa
m

in
ed

 each
 statu

e, w
o

n
d

erin
g w

h
y

th
ey w

ere h
ere. A

s I d
id

, I n
o

ticed
 a p

ecu
liar sto

n
e h

idd
en

b
eh

ind
 o

n
e statu

e. T
h

e d
ark sto

n
e w

as co
vered

 in
 du

st, as if it
h

ad
 b

een sittin
g th

ere fo
r ye

ars —
 it lo

o
ked

 like a p
iece o

f o
n

e
o

f th
e statu

es th
at w

as ch
ip

p
ed aw

a
y. A

 tracery o
f stran

g
e ru

n
es

an
d

 m
arkin

gs co
vered

 th
e ston

e’s su
rface.

It felt stran
gely fa

m
iliar so

m
eh

o
w

. A
s I to

u
ch

ed
 th

e sto
n

e, a
m

o
u

th
 ap

p
eared

 o
n

 th
e sid

e, an
d b

egan
 sp

eakin
g, in m

y vo
ice; it

ech
o

ed
, as if sp

eakin
g w

ith
in

 a great ch
a

m
b

er.
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4

C
o

m
p

an
io

n
s’

 F
at

e

su
cc

es
s:

 s
lig

h
t.

” 
A

 b
o

lt 
o

f 
m

a
gi

ca
l 

en
er

g
y 

im
p

ac
te

d
 N

o
rd

o
m

,
d

ire
ct

ed
 fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
fig

u
re

 h
e 

w
as

 f
ac

in
g.

T
H

E
 B

O
D

Y
 I

S 
A

 S
H

E
L

L
. 

IN
T

E
N

S
E
 P

R
E

SS
U

R
E
 M

A
Y

 F
R

A
C

T
U

R
E
 I

T
.

S
H

A
L

L
 I 

C
O

N
T

IN
U

E
?

“Y
o

u
 i

nt
en

d 
to

 h
ar

m
 h

im
. 

N
o

rd
o

m
 w

ill
 s

to
p

 y
o

u
.”

 S
ev

er
al

m
o

re
 b

o
lts

 o
f 

en
er

g
y 

h
it 

N
o

rd
o

m
, 

kn
o

ck
in

g 
th

e 
M

o
d

ro
n

 d
o

w
n

.
N

o
rd

o
m

 d
id

 n
o

t 
st

ir
; n

o
t 

ev
en

 h
is

 c
ro

ss
b

o
w

s 
m

ad
e 

a 
so

u
n

d
.

M
or

te
, P

ar
t I
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M
O

R
T

E
, P

A
R

T
 I

I 
fe

lt
 it

 w
as

 ti
m

e 
I 

le
ar

ne
d 

a 
li

tt
le

 m
or

e 
ab

ou
t 

M
or

te
. I

 a
sk

ed
hi

m
 t

o 
te

ll
 m

e 
ab

ou
t 

hi
m

se
lf

. 
H

e 
ch

at
te

re
d 

so
 l

on
g 

as
 w

e 
w

er
e

w
al

ki
ng

 I
 w

as
 a

fr
ai

d 
he

 w
ou

ld
 n

ev
er

 s
to

p.
“O

f 
co

u
rs

e 
yo

u
 g

o
t 

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

ab
o

ut
 m

e 
—

 y
o

u
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

h
av

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
ab

ou
t 

A
L

L
 s

o
rt

s 
o

f 
th

in
gs

. 
Le

t 
m

e 
b

o
il 

it 
d

o
w

n
fo

r 
yo

u
: 

w
h

en
 y

o
u

'v
e 

b
ee

n
 a

s 
d

ea
d

 a
s 

lo
n

g 
as

 I
 h

av
e…

 w
ith

o
u

t
ar

m
s,

 l
eg

s,
 o

r 
an

yt
h

in
g 

el
se

, 
yo

u
 s

p
en

d
 a

 l
ot

 o
f 

tim
e 

th
in

ki
n

g,
y'

kn
o

w
? 

I 
fig

u
re

 i
t’s

 b
ee

n
 a

 f
e

w
 h

u
nd

re
d

 y
ea

rs
 s

in
ce

 I
 g

o
t

p
en

n
ed

 i
n 

th
e 

d
ea

d
 b

o
o

k,
 b

u
t 

tim
e 

d
o

es
n

’t 
re

al
ly

 t
al

ly
 u

p
 t

h
e

w
a

y 
it 

u
se

d
 t

o
…

 w
ith

o
u

t 
th

at
 m

o
rt

al
ity

 t
h

in
g 

p
re

ss
in

g 
do

w
n

 o
n

yo
u

, 
al

l t
h

e 
d

ay
s 

an
d

 n
ig

h
ts

 k
in

d
 o

f b
le

n
d 

to
ge

th
er

. 
S

o 
yo

u
 t

h
in

k
ab

o
u

t 
th

is
, 

an
d 

yo
u

 t
h

in
k 

ab
ou

t 
th

at
…

 a
nd

 t
h

e 
m

o
st

 i
m

p
o

rt
an

t
p

ie
ce

 o
f 

w
is

d
o

m
 I

'v
e 

le
ar

n
ed

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
p

as
t 

h
un

d
re

d 
o

r 
so

 y
ea

rs
is

 t
h

is
:”

“T
h

er
e’

s 
a 

L
O

T
 m

o
re

 o
b

sc
en

e 
ge

st
u

re
s 

yo
u

 c
an

 m
ak

e 
w

ith
yo

u
r 

e
ye

s 
an

d
 y

o
u

r 
ja

w
 t

h
an

 m
o

st
 p

eo
p

le
 t

h
in

k.
 W

ith
ou

t 
ev

en
re

so
rt

in
g 

to
 i

n
su

lts
 o

r 
ta

un
tin

g,
 y

o
u

 c
an

 r
ea

lly
 l

ig
h

t 
a 

b
on

fir
e

u
n

d
er

 
so

m
eo

n
e 

ju
st

 
w

ith
 

th
e 

rig
h

t 
co

m
b

in
at

io
n

 
o

f 
e

ye
m

o
ve

m
en

ts
 a

n
d

 j
aw

 c
lic

ki
n

g.
 D

ri
ve

s 
th

em
 b

ar
m

y!
 I

f 
yo

u
 e

ve
r

ge
t 

b
eh

ea
d

ed
 a

n
d 

yo
u

r 
sk

in
 f

la
ye

d
 f

ro
m

 y
o

u
r 

sk
u

ll,
 I

'll
 s

h
o

w
yo

u
 h

o
w

 it
’s

 d
on

e.
 I

 g
o

t 
so

m
e 

re
al

 g
e

m
s,

 c
h

ie
f 

—
 t

h
e

y'
d

 d
ri

ve
 a

d
ev

a 
to

 m
u

rd
er

, 
th

ey
 w

o
u

ld
.”

“I
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
’re

 t
h

in
ki

n
g:

 I'
m

 d
ea

d
. 

I'v
e 

lo
st

 s
o

 m
u

ch
. 

It
sh

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

so
b

er
ed

 m
e 

u
p

 t
o 

al
l 

th
at

 j
o

y 
I 

m
is

se
d

, 
al

l 
th

o
se

lo
ve

s 
I'v

e 
lo

st
. 

S
o

m
e 

p
eo

p
le

 g
et

 a
ll 

d
ep

re
ss

ed
 a

bo
u

t 
d

ea
th

 —
th

ey
 h

av
en

’t T
R

IE
D

 i
t,

 o
f 

co
u

rs
e 

—
 b

u
t 

on
e 

th
in

g 
th

ey
 n

ev
er

se
e

m
 t

o
 r

ea
liz

e 
is

 h
o

w
 i

t 
ch

an
ge

s 
yo

u
r 

p
er

sp
ec

tiv
e 

o
n

 t
hi

n
gs

; 
it

re
al

ly
 

m
a

ke
s 

yo
u

 
ta

ke
 

a 
se

co
n

d
 

lo
o

k 
at

 
lif

e,
 

b
ro

ad
en

 
yo

u
r

h
o

ri
zo

n
s.

 F
o

r 
m

e,
 i

t’s
 p

re
tt

y 
m

u
ch

 m
ad

e 
m

e 
re

al
iz

e 
h

o
w

 m
an

y
d

ea
d

 c
h

its
 a

re
 in

 t
h

is
 b

er
g 

an
d 

ho
w

 f
e

w
 s

h
ar

p
-t

o
n

gu
ed

 m
en

 l
ik

e
m

ys
el

f 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

to
 g

o
 a

ro
un

d
 —

 y
o

u
 s

p
in

 t
h

e 
w

h
ee

l 
rig

h
t,

 a
nd

yo
u

r 
ye

ar
s 

o
f s

p
en

d
in

g 
ni

gh
ts

 a
lo

n
e 

ar
e 

o
ve

r!
”

“S
h

al
lo

w
? 

I'm
 n

o
t 

sh
al

lo
w

. 
I 

ju
st

 d
o

n
’t 

ge
t 

ca
u

gh
t 

up
 i

n
 a

ll
th

at
 p

h
ilo

so
ph

y 
an

d
 f

ai
th

 a
n

d
 b

el
ie

f 
w

as
h

 t
h

at
 e

ve
ry

 b
er

k 
fr

o
m

A
rb

o
re

a 
to

 t
h

e 
G

ra
y 

W
as

te
 r

at
tle

 t
h

ei
r 

ja
w

s 
ab

o
u

t.
 W

h
o

 c
ar

es
?

T
h

e 
P

la
n

es
 a

re
 w

h
at

 t
h

ey
 a

re
, 

yo
u

’re
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 a

re
, 

an
d

 i
f 

it
ch

an
ge

s,
 f

in
e,

 b
u

t 
th

in
gs

 a
re

n
’t 

b
ad

 t
h

e 
w

a
y 

th
e

y 
ar

e 
—

 a
n

d
 I
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M

orte, P
art I

should know
. G

o on, ask m
e som

e questions about the P
lanes,

o
r th

e ch
an

t, o
r th

e p
eo

p
le, o

r th
e cu

ltu
res —

 w
h

en
 yo

u
 en

d
 u

p
like m

e —
 w

ith
o

u
t eyelid

s, th
at is —

 yo
u

 en
d up

 seein
g a lo

t o
f

th
in

gs, and
 I can tell yo

u
 alm

o
st everyth

in
g yo

u
 n

eed
 to kn

o
w

.”
“It’s like th

is: W
e’re in

 th
is to

geth
er, chief. U

n
til th

is is
o

ver, I stick like yo
u

r leg.”

C
o

m
p

an
io

n
s’ F

ate
4

2
3

leave u
n

til w
e are rejo

in
ed

 an
d th

e m
an

 w
e fo

llo
w

 h
as reso

lved
th

is m
atter to

 a satisfacto
ry co
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rice h

e w
ill p
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f d
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R
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p
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e stand
in

g figu
re, a b

arb
ed

sh
ad

o
w

, m
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ff.

* * *

“P
ro

cessin
g. P

lan
e: N

egative M
aterial. Lo

catio
n

: F
o

rtress o
f

R
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p
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e d
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h
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 b
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 b
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H
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R
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N
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H
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R
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R
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R
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T
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m
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N
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at
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E
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 D
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b
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 d
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 s
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 c
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 t
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H

ive M
arket

A
nother incident from

 m
y past. I gave the w

om
an a few

coppers, w
alking on and straining vainly for any m

em
ory that

w
ould connect w

ith this incident.
A

n area of the m
arket ahead w

as filled w
ith debris. A

broad-shouldered w
om

an w
as shuffling about am

ongst the huge
beam

s lying on the street. S
he kicked at the beam

s w
ith iron-

shod boots; every once in a w
hile, she bent dow

n and w
renched

a nail from
 one of the boards w

ith her bare hands. She held each
one up, appraising it, then dropped it into a leather sling bag.
S

he straightened up, hearing m
y approach. S

he sm
iled politely,

but from
 her stance and the w

ay her hand rested close to the hilt
of her w

eapon, I could tell she w
as ready for trouble. I noticed

one of her eyes had a m
ilky film

 over it.
“T

h
at’s clo

se en
o

u
gh

 th
ere, cu

tter…
 w

h
at d

o ye n
eed

 fro
m

m
e?”“W

h
o

 are yo
u

?” S
h

e pu
lled th

ree n
ails fro

m
 h

er slin
g b

ag,
to

ssin
g th

em
 sp

in
nin

g into
 th

e air and
 catch

in
g th

em
 in

 h
er

p
alm

.“Iro
n

 N
alls, th

ey call m
e.” S

h
e d

ro
pp

ed
 th

em
 b

ack in
to

 th
e

b
ag w

ith
 a m

u
ffled

 clin
k. “I sell ’em

 to
 a m

an
, n

am
e a’ H

a
m

rys,
in

 th
e Lo

w
er W

ard
. M

aker o
f co

ffin
s, h

e is.”
“W

h
ere’s th

e Lo
w

er W
ard

?”
“E

h
…

 I u
sed to kn

o
w

 th
e w

a
y, I d

id
, b

u
t th

e d
ab

u
s h

ave
ch

an
ged

 th
e streets ‘rou

nd
 again

. D
on

’t kno
w

 h
o

w
 to

 get th
ere,

n
o

w
 —

 I'll n
eed

 to
 ch

art a n
ew

 p
ath

 —
 bu

t I figu
re th

e d
abu

s'll
straigh

ten
 th

in
gs o

ut even
tu

ally.” I h
ad

 h
eard

 th
at term

 b
efo

re,
an

d
 w

o
n

d
ered

 at it.
“D

ab
u

s?”
“A

ye, d
ab

u
s —

 th
e Lad

y’s servan
ts.” S

h
e loo

ked
 at m

e,
p

u
zzled

. “Y
e m

u
st b

e n
ew

 to
 S

igil. T
h

e
y w

o
rk all o

ver th
e city,

d
o

in
’ th

e Lad
y’s w

ill. A
lw

a
ys b

u
ild

in
’ an

’reb
u

ild
in

', th
ey are,

u
sin

’ w
h

at’s fallen
 o

r to
rn

 d
o

w
n

 to m
ake so

m
eth

in
’ n

ew
.”

“T
h

e w
o

o
d

 co
m

e fro
m

 h
ere an

’ th
ere. S

o
m

etim
es d

ab
u

s
d

rop
 th

e stu
ff o

ff, an
’ I go

 th
rou

gh
 it b

efo
re an

o
th

er p
ack co

m
es

to
 fetch

 it aw
a

y. P
ro

b
ab

ly ru
b

b
le fro

m
 b

u
ildin

’s o
r w

alls th
ey’re

p
u

ttin
’ u

p
 o

r tearin
’ do

w
n

.”
D

ab
u

s —
 I realized

 I n
o

w
 h

ad
 a n

am
e fo

r th
e m

ysterio
u

s
flo

atin
g creatu

res I h
ad

 seen
 p

erfo
rm

in
g w

o
rk ab

o
u

t th
e city. I

n
o

ticed
 a sten

ch
 abo

u
t th

is tim
e. T

h
e sm

ell like a se
w

er w
as

gettin
g 

w
o

rse 
as 

I 
m

o
ved

 
fo

rw
ard

, 
risin

g 
ab

o
ve 

th
e 

u
su

al
m

ia
sm

a I h
ad

 alread
y asso

ciated
 w

ith
 th

e H
ive, an

d
 w

h
ich

 I w
as

learn
in

g to
 ign

o
re.

C
o

m
p

an
io

n
s’ F

ate
4

2
1

C
O

M
P

A
N

IO
N

S
’ FA

T
E

Ignus appeared in a shadow
ed hall. H

e looked around, not
know

ing w
here he w

as, but sensing his surroundings. H
e spoke

out loud of w
hat he had found.

“G
reat pow

er isss here." A
 sp

ectral, b
arb

ed
 fo

rm
 h

ad
 glid

ed
fo

rw
ard

 as Ign
u

s stared
 ab

ou
t him

self.
I H

A
V

E 
N

E
E

D
 

O
F 

Y
O

U
. T

H
E

R
E 

A
R

E 
C

R
E

A
T

U
R

E
S 

T
H

A
T 

M
U

S
T

D
IE . 

S
o

m
eh

o
w

, 
Ign

u
s 

kn
ew

 
th

o
se 

th
e 

figu
re 

h
ad

 
m

en
tio

n
ed

in
clud

ed
 

th
e 

m
aster 

h
e 

resp
ected

/h
ated

. 
Ign

u
s 

fo
llo

w
ed

 
th

e
sp

ectral figu
re as it m

o
ved

 a
w

a
y, h

is lau
gh

ter ech
o

in
g abo

u
t

h
im

.

* * *
M

o
rte lo

o
ked

 arou
nd

. T
h

ere w
as n

o
 sign

 o
f th

e ch
ief, o

r o
f

an
yo

n
e else. F

ro
m

 h
is p

revio
u

s trip to
 th

e fo
rtress, M

o
rte kn

ew
it w

as im
p

o
ssib

le to
 fin

d th
e ch

ief o
n

 his o
w

n
. H

e w
o

u
ld

 h
ave to

w
ait fo

r th
e ch

ief, o
r so

m
eo

n
e, to fin

d
 h

im
. In

 th
e m

ean
tim

e, h
is

b
est 

d
efen

se 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e 

to 
p

lay 
d

ead
. 

M
o

rte 
h

ad 
a 

lo
t 

o
f

exp
erien

ce b
ein

g alm
o

st d
ead

, an
d

 h
e tho

u
gh

t h
e cou

ld
 give a

co
n

vin
cin

g p
erfo

rm
an

ce.

* * *

“S
h

ad
o

w
s.” 

D
ak'ko

n
 

id
en

tified
 

th
e 

fo
rm

s 
ab

o
u

t 
h

im
self.

O
n

e, m
o

re b
arb

ed
 and

 less a h
ole in th

e light th
an

 th
e o

th
ers,

ad
d

ressed
 h

im
.

A
H, T

H
E G

IT
H

Z
E

R
A

I. I R
E

M
E

M
B

E
R H

IM
 W

E
L

L…
 SU

B
M

IT.
“I m

a
y b

e b
ested

 in
 b

attle, bu
t I sh

all n
ever b

e d
efeated

.”
Y

O
U

 C
A

N
N

O
T H

O
PE T

O
 D

E
FE

A
T M

E.
“I h

ave b
een

 h
ere b

efo
re. T

h
is tim

e I sh
all n

ever leave.”
SO

 
B

E 
IT. T

h
e sp

eaker m
o

ved
 o

ff, b
u

t th
e o

th
er sh

ado
w

s
flo

w
ed

 in
w

ard
, u

n
til it seem

ed
 as th

o
u

gh
 th

e d
arkn

ess itself h
ad

m
o

ved
 to

 co
ver D

ak'ko
n

 fro
m

 view
.

* * *
“Its so

 co
ld h

ere,” A
n

n
ah

 m
u

ttered
 to h

erself as sh
e w

alked
d

o
w

n
 th

e d
im

ly lit p
assage

w
a

y. T
h

e sh
o

ck o
f fin

d
in

g h
erself

alo
n

e in this p
lace h

ad th
ro

w
n

 h
er no

rm
al skills in

to
 h

id
in

g. S
h

e
d

id
 n

ot no
tice th

e b
arb

ed sh
ap

e u
n

til sh
e n

early ran
 in

to
 it.
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0

Fo
rt

re
ss

 O
f 

R
eg

re
ts

po
rt

al
, 

a 
po

rt
al

 w
hi

ch
 o

pe
ne

d 
as

 I
 a

pp
ro

ac
he

d 
it.

 I
 e

nt
er

ed
 t

he
fo

rt
re

ss
, 

ar
riv

in
g 

in
 

th
e 

‘a
n

te
ch

am
b

er
’ 

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 
h

ad
m

en
tio

n
ed

.
I 

h
ad

 t
o

 d
od

ge
 s

h
ad

o
w

s,
 a

n
d

 t
rig

ge
r 

m
ys

te
ri

o
u

s 
d

ev
ic

es
,

b
ef

o
re

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 o

p
en

 t
h

e 
po

rt
al

 w
h

ic
h

 w
o

u
ld

 t
ak

e 
m

e 
fu

rt
h

er
 in

to
th

e 
fo

rt
re

ss
. 

T
h

er
e 

w
er

e 
fo

o
ts

te
p

s 
in

 t
h

e 
du

st
 o

f 
th

at
 c

h
am

b
er

,
an

d
 m

ar
ki

n
gs

 le
ft 

o
n

 g
ia

n
t 

cl
o

ck
 f

ac
es

. 
I 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 t

h
em

; 
I 

h
ad

b
ee

n
 h

er
e 

b
ef

o
re

, 
th

e 
la

st
 t

im
e 

I 
h

ad
 v

is
ite

d
 t

h
e 

fo
rt

re
ss

. 
F

in
al

ly
,

I 
st

o
od

 b
ef

o
re

 t
h

e 
ex

it 
p

o
rt

al
, 

an
d 

p
as

se
d

 o
n

, 
in

to
 a

 a
no

th
er

p
o

rt
io

n 
o

f t
h

e 
fo

rt
re

ss
.

H
iv

e 
M

ar
ke

t
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A
 m

an
 w

as
 l

oo
ki

ng
 a

t 
m

e 
w

it
h 

a 
st

ra
ng

e,
 b

ug
-e

ye
d 

st
ar

e.
H

is
 e

ye
s 

w
er

e 
hu

ge
…

 s
o 

hu
ge

 t
h

ey
 l

o
o

ke
d

 r
ea

d
y 

to
 p

o
p 

ou
t 

o
f

h
is

 s
o

ck
et

s 
an

d
 r

o
ll 

ac
ro

ss
 t

h
e 

co
b

bl
es

to
n

es
. 

H
e 

n
od

d
ed

 e
ag

er
ly

as
 I

 a
p

p
ro

ac
h

ed
, 

bo
bb

in
g 

h
is

 h
ea

d
 li

ke
 a

 b
ird

…
 a

nd
 a

s 
I 

n
ea

re
d

h
im

, 
I 

su
d

d
en

ly
 n

o
tic

ed
 t

h
e 

sm
el

l o
f 

u
ri

n
e 

an
d

 f
ec

es
 s

u
rr

o
u

nd
ed

h
im

. 
T

h
e 

m
an

 s
n

iff
le

d
, 

w
ip

in
g 

h
is

 n
o

se
 o

n 
h

is
 s

le
ev

e,
 t

h
en

o
p

en
ed

 h
is

 m
o

u
th

 to
 r

ev
ea

l b
la

ck
en

ed
, 

ro
tt

ed
 g

u
m

s.
“S

to
rie

s-
fo

r-
co

in
, 

si
rr

ah
?”

 H
is

 b
re

at
h

 r
ee

ke
d

; 
it 

sm
el

le
d

 l
ik

e
th

is
 m

an
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

ke
ep

in
g 

ro
tt

en
 m

ea
t 

st
o

re
d

 i
n

si
d

e 
h

is
 m

o
u

th
.

“S
to

rie
s-

fo
r-

co
in

?”
“W

h
o

 a
re

 y
o

u
?”

 T
h

e 
m

an
 s

n
o

rt
ed

, t
h

ic
k 

w
ith

 p
h

le
gm

.
“N

a
m

e
s,

 n
am

es
…

 w
h

o
 y

o
u

 a
re

, 
w

h
o

 y
o

u
 a

re
…

” 
H

is
 h

ea
d

d
id

 a
 s

lig
ht

 t
w

itc
h

 e
ve

ry
 t

im
e 

h
e 

re
p

ea
te

d
 h

im
se

lf.
 “

N
a

m
es

…
d

an
ge

ro
u

s,
 d

an
ge

ro
u

s.
” 

H
e 

gl
an

ce
d

 a
t 

th
e 

gr
o

un
d

 a
n

d
 s

tir
re

d
 t

h
e

d
ir

t 
w

ith
 h

is
 f

o
o

t.
 “

K
no

w
in

g 
a 

n
am

e 
o

r 
b

ei
n

’ 
st

u
ck

 w
ith

 o
n

e,
b

o
th

’s
 a

 m
es

s 
o

f 
tr

o
u

bl
e.

” 
H

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 b

ac
k 

u
p

 
at

 
m

e.
 

“M
y

n
am

e’
s 

a 
gi

ve
n

 n
am

e,
 n

o
t 

on
e 

as
ke

d
 f

o
r.

 R
ee

kw
in

d
.”

 O
n

ce
ag

ai
n

 I
 b

ec
a

m
e 

co
n

sc
io

u
s 

o
f 

h
is

 r
ee

ki
n

g 
b

re
at

h
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
sm

el
l o

f
u

rin
e 

an
d

 f
ec

es
 t

h
at

 s
u

rr
o

un
d

ed
 h

im
. 

“A
 g

iv
en

 n
am

e,
 a

 g
iv

en
n

am
e.

”
“A

n
…

 a
p

p
ro

p
ri

at
e 

n
am

e.
”

“N
o

t 
m

y 
tr

u
e 

n
a

m
e,

 t
ru

e 
n

am
e.

” 
R

e
ek

w
in

d
 m

u
m

b
le

d
 o

n
, 

h
is

h
ea

d
 t

w
itc

h
in

g 
ev

er
y 

tim
e 

h
e 

sa
id

 
n

a
m

e
. 

“A
 t

ru
e 

n
am

e’
s 

a
d

an
ge

ro
u

s 
th

in
g,

 g
iv

es
 o

th
er

s 
p

o
w

er
.”

 H
e 

st
ar

ed
 a

t 
m

e 
w

ith
 h

is
h

u
ge

 e
ye

s 
an

d
 w

a
gg

ed
 h

is
 f

in
ge

r.
 “

K
e

ep
 y

o
u

r 
n

am
e 

se
cr

et
, 

ke
ep

it 
cl

o
se

, 
n

ev
er

 le
t 

it 
o

ut
.”

“N
a

m
e

s 
ar

e 
lik

e 
sm

el
ls

…
 t

h
in

gs
 c

an
 t

ra
ck

 y
o

u
 w

ith
 t

h
em

.”
R

ee
kw

in
d

 c
o

u
gh

ed
, 

h
is

 e
ye

s 
al

m
o

st
 p

o
p

pi
n

g 
ou

t 
o

f 
h

is
 s

ku
ll 

as
h

e 
d

id
 s

o
. 

H
is

 c
o

u
gh

 s
ee

m
ed

 t
o

 lo
o

se
n

 h
is

 b
o

w
el

s,
 f

o
r 

h
e 

b
ro

ke
w

in
d

 l
o

ud
ly

, 
as

 i
f 

to
 a

cc
en

tu
at

e 
h

is
 p

o
in

t. 
“I

f 
so

m
eo

n
e 

kn
o

w
s 

a
tr

u
e 

n
am

e,
 it

 g
iv

es
 t

h
e

m
 p

o
w

er
.”

 H
e 

lic
ke

d
 h

is
 li

p
s.

 “
T

h
e 

p
o

w
er

to
 h

ur
t.”

“I
 d

o
n

’t 
kn

o
w

 m
y 

tr
u

e 
n

a
m

e.
” 

R
ee

kw
in

d
’s

 e
ye

s 
w

id
en

ed
 a

t
th

is
; 

se
ei

n
g 

h
is

 e
ye

b
al

ls
 b

u
lg

e 
ev

en
 la

rg
er

 m
ad

e 
m

e 
u

n
ea

sy
.

“T
h

en
 y

o
u

 a
re

 b
le

ss
ed

, 
bl

es
se

d
. 

R
em

ai
n

 n
a

m
el

es
s,

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

sh
al

l 
b

e 
as

 
a 

sp
iri

t 
on

 
th

e 
P

la
n

es
, 

un
tr

ac
ea

b
le

, 
u

n
tr

ac
ka

b
le

,
u

n
se

en
, 

u
nd

is
co

ve
re

d
.”

 H
e 

sm
ac

ke
d

 h
is

 g
u

m
s 

w
et

ly
. 

“A
 n

a
m

e
ch

o
se

n
, 

a 
n

am
e 

gi
ve

n
…

 i
t 

al
lo

w
s 

o
th

er
s 

to
 f

in
d

 y
o

u
 a

n
d 

hu
rt

yo
u

.” “H
av

e 
yo

u
 b

ee
n

 h
u

rt
?”

 R
ee

kw
in

d
 g

av
e 

a 
tw

itc
h

in
g 

n
o

d
,

th
en

 s
cr

at
ch

ed
 h

im
se

lf.
“L

et
 m

y 
n

a
m

e 
sl

ip
 o

n
ce

, 
o

n
ce

, 
on

ly
 o

n
ce

, 
on

ly
 o

n
ce

.”
 H

is
e

ye
s 

fil
m

ed
 o

ve
r 

as
 i

f 
th

e 
m

e
m

o
ry

 w
as

 p
ai

n
fu

l, 
th

en
 g

la
n

ce
d

 a
t
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H

ive M
arket

m
e u

n
easily. “T

ell yo
u

 th
e sto

ry I can
, I w

ill, bu
t th

ree co
pp

ers
m

u
st I see.” H

is face split into
 a sm

ile as he said the w
o

rd
coppers, and

 his reekin
g b

reath
 hit m

e like a h
a

m
m

er.
I p

assed
 h

im
 th

e jin
k. R

eekw
in

d
 go

t in
to a stan

ce, loo
ked

left, lo
o

ked
 righ

t, th
en faced

 m
e. H

is face clen
ch

ed
, th

en
 w

ith
 a

gru
n

t, h
e b

ro
ke w

in
d

 again
. T

h
e sm

ell n
early leveled

 m
e, b

u
t h

e
to

o
k no

 n
o

tice.
“C

u
rsed

, I! W
alked

 th
e w

ard
s in

 sp
lend

o
r…

” H
e sto

od
 up

stiffly, 
n

o
se 

h
igh

 
in

 
th

e 
air. 

H
e 

sau
n

tered 
b

ack 
an

d
 

fo
rth,

n
o

dd
in

g 
to

 
in

visib
le 

p
assers-b

y. 
R

e
ekw

in
d

 
fro

ze, 
h

is 
arm

s
akim

b
o

.
“C

ro
ssed

 p
ath

s w
ith

 a cro
ssed

 o
n

e. H
ad

 th
e loo

kin
g o

f a
p

u
m

p
kin

, h
is seed

s, cu
rses!” R

e
ekw

in
d

 th
en

 th
ru

st h
is b

elly o
u

t
so

 as to
 app

ear fat, slicked
 b

ack h
is h

air w
ith

 h
is filth

y p
alm

 so
h

e loo
ked

 alm
o

st b
ald

, and
 b

egan
 d

ru
m

m
in

g h
is fin

gers o
n

 his
‘fat’ b

elly. H
e th

en
 w

alked
 ab

o
u

t, circlin
g th

e spo
t w

h
ere h

is
‘stu

ffy, u
p

p
er class p

erso
n

a’ u
sed

 to
 b

e. “A
ll-a-ju

m
b

le 
w

ith
cu

rses, th
is on

e w
as.” W

ith
 a sn

eer an
d

 
a 

careless 
ge

stu
re,

R
eekw

in
d

 to
ssed

 an
 in

visib
le cu

rse at th
e ‘stu

ffy p
erso

n
a.’

“K
n

ew
 m

y n
a

m
e, let it slip

 I h
ad

, I h
ad, all it too

k, to
o

k it
all!” H

e stiffen
ed

 u
p

 again
, in

h
alin

g d
eep

ly an
d

 resu
m

in
g h

is
‘u

pp
er 

class’ 
p

erso
n

a. 
T

h
e 

p
erson

a 
sud

d
enly 

cru
m

p
led

, 
an

d
R

eekw
in

d
 b

ro
ke w

in
d

 vio
lently, th

en
 exh

aled
, fillin

g th
e air

w
ith

 h
is fo

u
l, reekin

g b
reath

. “C
u

rsed
 w

ith
 sten

ch
es, sm

ells,
excre

m
en

t! C
a

m
e h

ere to
 tell tales, all goo

d
 fo

r, all go
od

 fo
r

n
o

w
. N

o
w

 R
eekw

in
d

 is th
e n

am
e, given

 n
a

m
e, given

 n
am

e…
”

“T
h

e H
ive, th

e H
ive…

 a tale I can
 tell, a tale I can

 tell, I
w

ill, 
but 

th
ree 

co
pp

ers 
m

u
st 

I 
see.” 

H
e 

sm
a

cked 
his 

gu
m

s
to

geth
er an

d
 sn

o
rted

 like a p
ig. In

trigu
ed to h

ear an
oth

er o
f h

is
tales, I p

assed
 o

ver m
o

re jin
k.

“S
p

irew
ard

, 
sp

irew
ard

…
” 

H
e 

p
o

in
ted

 
to

 
h

is 
left, 

at 
th

e
ch

arred
 alley in

 th
e d

istan
ce. “A

n
 A

lle
y o

f 
D

angerous A
ngles.”

H
e b

en
t his lim

b
s in

 a tw
isted

 p
arod

y o
f o

n
e o

f th
e skeletal

b
u

ild
in

gs. “N
o

t alw
a

ys an
gled

, n
o

t alw
a

ys b
u

rn
ed an

d ch
arred

,
o

n
ce alive, n

o lon
ger.”

“F
lam

es, fire
!” H

e flu
n

g h
is h

an
d

s u
p

 in
 th

e air, th
en

 w
aved

th
em

 to
 sim

u
late fla

m
e

s. “T
h

e alle
y b

u
rn

ed
, great sm

o
ke, ash

everyw
h

ere…
 in

 th
e end

, o
n

ly 
skeletons o

f b
u

ild
in

gs left, b
o

n
es

o
f 

d
ead

 
b

uild
in

gs, 
bo

n
es 

o
f 

d
ead

 
build

in
gs. 

A
n

gles…
everyw

h
ere, an

gles.” H
e h

u
n

ch
ed

 fo
rw

ard
, h

is vo
ice a w

h
isp

er.
A

gain
, th

e sten
ch

 fro
m

 h
is bo

d
y h

it m
e like a w

a
ve.

“D
an

gero
u

s, n
o

w
, b

ad m
en

 h
ave set u

p
 th

eir kip th
ere, kip

th
ere.” H

e b
o

w
ed

, th
en b

ro
ke w

in
d

 in
 q

uick sp
u

rts, like a b
u

gle

Fortress O
f R

egrets
419

shadow
s and from

 you. S
hould you die here, your im

m
ortality

w
ill hunt for the closest living thing in the Fortress, and that is

th
e on

e th
at sh

all die in
 yo

u
r p

lace. Y
o

u m
u

st leave h
ere, n

o
w

!”
“I can

’t go b
ack. S

o can
 yo

u
 tell m

e 
anything else th

at
m

igh
t b

e h
elp

fu
l? W

h
at w

aits in
sid

e th
e F

o
rtress?”

“T
h

ere is n
o

 n
atu

ral d
arkn

ess w
ith

in
 th

e F
o

rtress, m
y Lo

ve,
o

n
ly th

e sh
ad

es o
f tho

se w
h

o
 h

ave d
ied

 in
 yo

u
r p

lace. T
h

e
en

ergies o
f th

is P
lan

e feed
 th

em
, an

d
 th

eir h
atred

 fo
r yo

u
 is

b
eyo

n
d

 all reaso
n

. T
h

ey w
ill n

o
t p

erm
it yo

u
 to

 leave.” S
h

e
th

rew
 a glan

ce at th
e w

alls o
f th

e F
o

rtress. “D
o

 
not en

ter, I b
eg

yo
u

!”“B
u

t —
 m

y allies are in
 th

ere. I can
no

t leave th
em

. D
o

 yo
u

h
ave an

y id
ea w

h
ere th

e
y m

igh
t b

e?”
“If yo

u
 b

ro
u

gh
t o

th
ers, th

en
 th

ey w
ere cast fro

m
 yo

u
 w

h
en

yo
u

 arrived
 —

 it is th
e n

atu
re o

f th
is p

lace to d
ivid

e livin
g

th
in

gs…
 th

en
 kill th

em
.” S

h
e lo

o
ked

 d
istrau

gh
t. “T

h
e F

o
rtress is

a th
in

g o
f m

an
y m

iles —
 fin

d
in

g yo
u

r frien
d

s h
ere w

ill b
e

d
ifficu

lt.”
“I h

ave to
 fin

d
 th

em
. T

h
ere is n

o
 ch

o
ice in

 th
e m

atter.”
“V

ery w
ell, m

y Lo
ve…

 if yo
u

 in
tend

 to
 go

 o
n

, yo
u

 m
u

st
kn

o
w

 
th

is 
—

 
p

ast 
th

e 
en

tran
ce 

to
 

th
e 

F
o

rtress 
is 

a 
great

an
tech

am
b

er w
ith

 co
u

n
tless sh

ad
o

w
s. Y

o
u

 m
u

st m
o

ve sw
iftly

an
d

 no
t let th

em
 gath

er ab
o

u
t yo

u
, o

r yo
u

 sh
all su

rely b
e slain

!”
“O

n
e th

in
g m

o
re…

” D
eio

n
arra p

au
sed

, as if tryin
g to

 catch
a fleetin

g m
e

m
o

ry. “W
ith

in
…

 w
ith

in
 th

e ch
am

b
er are great

clo
cks…

” H
er vo

ice b
eca

m
e stead

ier, m
o

re certain
. “C

lo
cks

w
h

ich
 

yo
u

 
sp

o
ke 

o
f 

on
ce 

as 
h

avin
g 

b
een

 
th

e 
ke

y 
to

 
yo

u
escap

in
g th

at ch
am

b
er…

 w
h

en
 yo

u
 w

ere trap
p

ed
 th

ere o
n

ce
b

efo
re.” S

h
e loo

ked
 at m

e. “I kn
o

w
 I can

n
o

t stay yo
u

 fro
m

 yo
u

r
co

u
rse, m

y Lo
ve —

 I sh
all w

atch
 fo

r yo
u

, an
d

 h
elp

 yo
u

 if I
can

.”“I b
ro

u
ght yo

u
r rin

g, D
eio

n
arra. I fo

un
d yo

u
r legacy to

 m
e.”

“T
h

e rin
g still h

old
s a p

art o
f m

e w
ith

in
 it, m

y Lo
ve. W

h
en

yo
u

 carry it, yo
u

 carry m
y h

eart w
ith

 yo
u

.” S
h

e clo
sed

 h
er eyes

fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, an

d
 I su

dd
en

ly felt a w
arm

th
 p

ass th
ro

u
gh

 m
e.

D
eio

n
arra o

p
en

ed
 h

er eyes, th
en

 sm
iled

. “I kn
ew

 yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

retu
rn

 to
 m

e w
ith

 it in
 yo

u
r keep

in
g. C

arry it n
o

w
 w

ith
 m

y
b

lessin
g, an

d keep
 it clo

se to
 yo

u
r h

eart. T
h

rou
gh

 it, I w
ill

d
efen

d
 yo

u
.”

“Y
o

u
 h

ave m
y th

an
ks, D

eio
n

arra. I m
u

st go
 n

o
w

.” A
t m

y
w

o
rd

s, D
eio

n
arra fad

ed
 fro

m
 sigh

t.
I retu

rn
ed th

e w
a

y I h
ad

 co
m

e, an
d

 th
en

 con
tinu

ed
 p

ast th
e

sp
o

t at w
h

ich
 I ap

p
eared

. T
h

e w
alkw

a
y en

d
ed

 at a circu
lar
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Fo
rt

re
ss

 O
f 

R
eg

re
ts

F
O

R
T

R
E

S
S

 O
F

 R
E

G
R

E
T

S

I 
fo

un
d 

m
ys

el
f 

st
an

di
ng

 
on

 
a 

w
al

kw
ay

, 
al

on
e,

 
ou

ts
id

e 
an

en
or

m
ou

s 
bu

il
di

ng
, 

on
ly

 a
 s

m
al

l 
po

rt
io

n 
of

 w
hi

ch
 I

 c
ou

ld
 s

ee
fr

om
 w

he
re

 I
 s

to
od

. A
 g

ra
y 

no
th

in
gn

es
s 

fi
ll

ed
 t

he
 s

ky
. 

A
 s

in
gl

e
m

ov
em

en
t 

ca
ug

ht
 m

y 
ey

e,
 o

n 
a 

se
ct

io
n 

of
 t

he
 w

al
kw

ay
 s

om
e

di
st

an
ce

 a
w

ay
, i

n 
a 

di
re

ct
io

n 
th

at
 w

ou
ld

 t
ak

e 
m

e 
aw

ay
 f

ro
m

 t
he

bu
ild

in
g.

 
B

ut
 

m
y 

cu
ri

os
it

y,
 

al
w

ay
s 

m
y 

cu
ri

os
it

y,
 

ha
d 

be
en

ar
ou

se
d.

 I
 e

xp
ec

te
d 

to
 f

in
d 

en
em

ie
s 

en
ou

gh
 i

ns
id

e 
th

e 
bu

ild
in

g,
bu

t o
ut

si
de

?
I 

m
ov

ed
 a

w
ay

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 b

ui
ld

in
g.

 A
ft

er
 a

 f
ew

 d
oz

en
 p

ac
es

 I
co

ul
d 

se
e 

a 
fi

gu
re

 a
he

ad
 o

f 
m

e.
 S

om
eo

ne
 I

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d,

 w
ho

 I
ha

d 
be

en
 a

vo
id

in
g 

si
nc

e 
th

e 
fi

rs
t t

im
e 

I 
m

et
 h

er
 i

n 
th

e 
M

or
tu

ar
y.

B
ef

or
e 

m
e 

w
as

 th
e 

gh
os

tly
 f

or
m

 o
f 

D
ei

on
ar

ra
; h

er
 s

pe
ct

ra
l g

ow
n

se
em

ed
 s

ti
rr

ed
 b

y 
so

m
e 

et
he

re
al

 b
re

ez
e.

 S
he

 w
as

 s
ta

nd
in

g 
at

 t
he

ed
ge

 o
f 

th
e 

bl
ac

k 
st

on
e 

ca
us

ew
ay

, s
ta

ri
ng

 o
ut

 in
to

 t
he

 e
m

pt
in

es
s

of
 th

e 
P

la
ne

.
“D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
…

?”
“M

y 
Lo

ve
! 

Y
o

u
 s

h
o

u
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

h
er

e!
 Y

o
u

 m
u

st
 l

ea
ve

 a
t

o
n

ce
!”

“D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

, 
w

h
at

 is
 t

h
is

 p
la

ce
? 

Is
 t

h
is

 t
h

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

?”
“T

h
is

 is
 t

h
e 

F
o

rt
re

ss
 o

f 
R

eg
re

ts
. 

It 
is

 t
h

e 
p

la
ce

 t
h

at
 h

o
ld

s 
th

e
m

o
m

en
t 

o
f 

m
y 

d
ea

th
 p

ri
so

n
er

, 
an

d 
I 

m
a

y 
n

o
t 

st
ra

y 
fa

r 
fr

o
m

 i
ts

h
al

ls
. 

If 
yo

u
 c

an
 f

in
d

 a
 w

a
y 

b
ac

k 
to

 S
ig

il 
yo

u
 

m
us

t;
 if

 y
o

u
 s

ta
y

h
er

e,
 m

y 
Lo

ve
, 

yo
u

 s
h

al
l d

ie
.”

“I
'm

 i
m

m
o

rt
al

, 
D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
; 

I 
d

on
’t 

th
in

k 
I 

h
av

e 
m

u
ch

 t
o

w
o

rr
y 

ab
o

u
t,

 e
ve

n
 h

er
e.

”
“N

o
, 

m
y 

Lo
ve

. 
T

h
er

e 
is

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
ab

o
u

t 
th

is
 F

o
rt

re
ss

 —
th

e 
sh

el
l t

h
at

 s
u

rr
o

un
d

s 
it 

cu
ts

 it
 o

ff 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
re

st
 o

f 
th

e 
P

la
n

es
.

It 
is

 t
h

at
 s

h
el

l t
h

at
 a

ct
s 

as
 a

 b
ar

rie
r 

to
 y

o
u

r 
im

m
o

rt
al

ity
.”

“A
 s

h
el

l?
 T

h
e 

P
ill

ar
 t

o
ld

 m
e 

th
at

 w
h

en
 I

 d
ie

, 
an

o
th

er
 d

ie
s 

in
m

y 
p

la
ce

. 
A

n
d

 if
 it

 c
an

’t 
fin

d
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
to

 d
ie

 fo
r 

m
e 

—
”

“T
h

en
 i

f 
yo

u
 d

ie
 i

n 
th

is
 p

la
ce

, 
it 

is
 t

h
e 

en
d

, 
fo

r 
th

er
e 

is
n

o
th

in
g 

th
at

 li
ve

s 
h

er
e 

—
 s

o 
yo

u
 m

u
st

 b
e 

ca
re

fu
l. 

R
et

u
rn

 b
ac

k 
to

S
ig

il 
an

d
 le

av
e 

th
is

 c
u

rs
ed

 p
la

ce
!”

“B
u

t 
—

 m
y 

al
lie

s 
ar

e 
h

er
e:

 a
n

d
 t

h
at

 m
ea

n
s 

th
e

y 
ar

e 
in

si
d

e
th

is
 s

h
el

l. 
W

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

s 
to

 
th

em
 if

 I 
d

ie
?”

“M
y 

Lo
ve

, 
if 

yo
u

 h
av

e 
b

ro
u

gh
t an

yt
hi

ng
 t

h
at

 li
ve

s 
w

ith
 y

o
u

to
 t

h
is

 p
la

ce
, 

th
en

 i
t 

is
 i

n
 t

er
rib

le
 d

an
ge

r 
—

 b
o

th
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e

H
iv

e 
M

ar
ke

t
35

b
lo

w
in

g.
 “

T
h

at
 i

s 
th

e 
ta

le
 o

f 
ho

w
 a

 s
tr

ee
t 

b
ec

o
m

es
 a

n
 A

lle
y 

o
f

D
an

ge
ro

u
s 

A
n

gl
es

.”
 H

e 
m

ad
e 

a 
se

m
i-c

irc
le

 o
ve

r 
h

is
 h

ea
rt

.
“A

 m
an

 m
ad

e 
it 

so
. 

A
 b

ea
st

 m
ad

e 
it 

so
. 

A
 m

an
 w

h
o

m
 e

ve
n

fi
en

ds
 a

d
m

ir
e.

 A
 s

o
rc

er
er

’s
 t

al
e,

 f
ill

ed
 w

ith
 m

ad
n

es
s,

 s
ad

n
es

s,
b

u
rn

in
g,

 y
ea

rn
in

g…
” 

H
e 

h
is

se
d

, 
th

en
 c

ac
kl

ed
 i

n
 a

 w
a

y 
th

at
re

m
in

d
ed

 m
e 

o
f 

a 
fir

e 
b

u
rn

in
g.

 “
A

 d
an

ge
ro

u
s 

ta
le

, 
a 

d
an

ge
ro

u
s

ta
le

.” “A
 s

o
rc

er
er

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

, 
n

o
 s

im
p

le
 h

ed
ge

 w
iz

ar
d

 t
h

is
, 

bu
t 

a
m

ag
e 

o
f 

po
w

er
.”

 
R

ee
kw

in
d

 
b

ro
u

gh
t 

h
is

 
h

an
d

s 
to

ge
th

er
re

ve
re

n
tly

, 
th

en
 s

m
ile

d
 e

vi
lly

. 
“H

e 
b

u
rn

ed
 w

ith
 t

h
e 

A
rt

, 
an

d
 t

h
e

A
rt

 b
u

rn
ed

 h
im

.”
“T

h
e 

n
a

m
e 

gi
ve

n
 h

im
 w

as
 I

gn
u

s,
 a

 n
am

e 
re

sp
ec

te
d

, 
th

en
fe

ar
ed

, 
th

en
 h

at
ed

, 
th

en
 p

un
is

h
ed

.”
 R

ee
kw

in
d

 g
av

e 
a 

ra
tt

lin
g

w
h

ee
ze

, 
th

en
 c

la
w

ed
 t

h
e 

ai
r 

an
d

 h
is

se
d

, 
ap

p
ar

en
tly

 i
m

ita
tin

g
‘Ig

n
u

s.
’

“T
au

gh
t 

b
y 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
la

st
 g

re
at

 m
a

gi
 I

gn
u

s 
w

as
, 

an
d

 a
s 

an
ap

p
re

n
tic

e,
 I

gn
u

s 
le

ar
n

ed
 m

u
ch

, 
m

u
ch

…
 a

n
d 

no
th

in
g 

at
 t

h
e

sa
m

e 
tim

e.
” 

R
e

ek
w

in
d

 s
h

o
o

k 
h

is
 h

ea
d 

sa
d

ly
. 

“I
n

 h
is

 h
ea

rt
, 

h
is

co
al

-b
la

ck
 

h
ea

rt
, 

a 
fir

e 
b

la
ze

d
. 

It 
bu

rn
ed

, 
it 

bu
rn

ed
, 

an
d

 
it

hu
ng

er
ed

.”
 R

ee
kw

in
d

 c
la

w
ed

 a
t 

h
is

 c
h

es
t,

 a
s 

if 
p

ai
n

. 
“A

s 
it

h
u

n
ge

re
d

, 
Ig

nu
s 

hu
n

ge
re

d
. 

It 
w

as
 h

is
 w

is
h

 t
o

 s
ee

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
bu

rn
.” “I
n

 t
h

e 
n

ig
h

t…
” 

R
ee

kw
in

d
 h

u
n

ch
ed

 d
o

w
n

 a
n

d 
b

eg
an

 t
o

sl
o

w
ly

 s
ta

lk
 in

 t
h

e 
d

ire
ct

io
n

 o
f 

th
e 

al
le

y,
 a

 m
ad

 g
rin

 o
n

 h
is

 f
ac

e.
“I

gn
u

s 
ca

m
e 

to
 t

h
e 

A
lle

y 
th

at
 w

as
 t

o
 b

e 
th

e 
A

lle
y 

o
f 

A
n

gl
es

, 
an

d
th

e 
fir

e 
in

 h
is

 e
ye

s,
 t

h
e 

fir
e 

in
 h

is
 h

ea
rt

, 
bo

th
 

h
e 

le
t 

o
u

t.”
R

ee
kw

in
d

 p
o

in
te

d
 a

t 
th

e 
A

lle
y,

 t
h

en
 f

lu
n

g 
h

is
 a

rm
s 

in
 t

h
e 

ai
r,

si
le

n
tly

 s
cr

e
a

m
in

g 
an

d
 la

u
gh

in
g 

at
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

tim
e.

“F
le

sh
 r

an
 li

ke
 w

ax
, 

p
eo

p
le

 li
ke

 c
an

d
le

s,
 a

nd
 I

gn
u

s 
la

u
gh

ed
,

la
u

gh
ed

…
” 

R
ee

kw
in

d
 

cr
u

m
p

le
d

 
to

 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd

, 
h

is
 

bo
d

y
w

ra
ck

ed
 w

ith
 i

m
a

gi
n

ed
 p

ai
n

. 
“A

n
 e

vi
l, 

an
 e

vi
l 

w
as

 d
o

n
e,

 a
n

d
fo

rg
o

tt
en

 n
o

t, 
fo

rg
o

tt
en

 n
o

t.”
 H

e 
st

o
od

 u
p

, 
th

en
 h

u
n

ch
ed

 o
ve

r,
lo

o
ke

d
 le

ft,
 lo

o
ke

d
 r

ig
h

t, 
th

en
 s

ta
rt

ed
 m

u
m

b
lin

g,
 a

s 
if 

se
cr

et
ly

 in
a 

co
n

fe
re

n
ce

 w
ith

 s
o

m
eo

n
e.

 “
S

o
m

et
h

in
g 

w
a

s 
to

 b
e 

do
n

e,
 b

e
d

o
n

e…
” 

H
e 

st
oo

d 
up

, 
st

iff
ly

, 
h

is
 fa

ce
 r

es
o

lu
te

.
“A

 
p

u
n

is
h

m
en

t 
w

a
s 

d
ec

id
ed

, 
al

l 
th

e 
h

ed
ge

 
w

iz
ar

d
s,

m
id

w
iv

e
s,

 r
u

n
e-

te
lle

rs
, 

co
p

p
er

-p
in

ch
in

g 
w

itc
h

es
, 

al
l 

m
an

n
er

 o
f

m
ag

el
in

gs
…

 t
h

e
y 

ca
m

e,
 a

ll,
 e

ve
n

 t
h

o
se

 w
ith

 t
h

e 
sm

al
le

st
 t

ra
ce

o
f 

th
e 

A
rt

, 
to

 p
u

n
is

h
 I

gn
u

s.
 S

ep
ar

at
el

y,
 t

h
ey

 w
er

e 
fli

es
…

” 
H

e
m

ad
e 

a 
b

u
zz

in
g 

no
is

e 
b

et
w

ee
n

 
h

is
 

ro
tt

en
 

gu
m

s.
 

“T
o

g
et

h
er

,
d

an
ge

ro
u

s,
 d

an
ge

ro
u

s.
” 

H
e 

hu
m

m
ed

, 
th

en
 r

ai
se

d
 h

is
 h

an
d

s…
“C

au
gh

t 
Ig

n
u

s,
 g

ra
n

te
d

 h
is

 w
is

h
…

” 
H

e 
sw

ir
le

d
 h

is
 h

an
d

s,
as

 i
f 

ca
st

in
g 

a 
sp

el
l. 

“H
e 

w
is

h
ed

 t
o

 b
u

rn
, 

th
ey

 g
ra

n
te

d
 i

t,
 u

si
n

g
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H

ive M
arket

his ow
n desire to fuel the casting. T

hey m
ade his body a door to

th
e P

lan
e o

f F
ire —

 th
ey in

ten
d

ed
 to kill him

, kill h
im

…
”

“F
ailed

, 
failed

…
” 

R
eekw

in
d

 
b

ro
ke 

w
in

d
 

again
, 

as 
if 

to
accen

tu
ate th

e failu
re o

f th
e w

izard
s. “Ign

u
s lived

, Ign
u

s lived
,

o
n

ly slep
t, b

lan
ket o

f fla
m

es, flam
es, tu

rn
ed

 in h
is sleep as h

e
b

u
rn

ed
, 

n
ever 

h
ap

p
ier, 

n
ever 

h
ap

pier…
” 

H
e 

sh
u

t 
h

is 
eyes,

w
rap

p
ed

 
h

is 
arm

s 
aro

u
n

d
 

h
im

self 
an

d
 

tu
rn

ed
 

slo
w

ly.
“B

u
rn

in
g…

 ever-b
u

rn
in

g…
” H

is eye
s su

d
d

en
ly sn

ap
p

ed op
en

.
“O

n
e d

ay h
e w

ill w
a

ke, an
d

 th
en

, th
en th

e P
lan

es sh
all 

burn!”
T

h
is 

R
eekw

in
d

 
see

m
ed

 
to

 
kn

o
w

 
m

u
ch

. 
P

erh
ap

s 
h

is
kn

o
w

led
ge e

xten
d

ed
 to th

e o
n

e I so
u

gh
t.

“C
an

 
yo

u
 

tell 
m

e 
w

h
ere 

I 
co

u
ld

 
fin

d
 

so
m

eo
n

e 
n

am
ed

P
h

arod
?” A

s I th
o

u
gh

t w
o

u
ld

 b
e th

e case, th
is elicited

 a d
em

an
d

fo
r m

o
re co

p
p

er to
 h

ear a sto
ry. I agreed

.
“O

n
ce a m

an
 o

f resp
ect, P

h
aro

d
 w

as, a m
an

, a m
an

 o
f go

als,
an

d
 position. 

A
ll 

b
eca

m
e 

n
o

th
in

g, 
no

th
in

g, 
tu

rn
ed 

to 
air.”

R
eekw

in
d

 sq
u

in
ted

, th
en b

ro
ke w

in
d

, fillin
g th

e air w
ith

 a gu
t-

ch
u

rn
in

g sm
ell. “T

u
rn

ed
 to

 air…
 and

 stin
k.”

“A
 liar, a ch

eater, a m
an

 w
h

o
 tw

isted
 law

, P
h

arod
 w

as.” H
e

h
u

n
ch

ed
 o

ver, as if w
ritin

g at a d
esk. H

e ‘w
ro

te’ fo
r a m

o
m

en
t,

th
en

 sud
d

en
ly sto

p
p

ed
, afraid

. “T
h

en
 o

n
e d

ay, h
e fo

u
n

d
 th

at h
e

h
ad

 tw
isted

 h
im

self!”
“S

u
ch

 a liar h
e h

ad b
eco

m
e, th

at w
h

en
 h

e died
, h

e w
as to

 go
to

 a ho
rrib

le p
lace…

” R
eekw

in
d

 sh
oo

k h
is h

ead
 sad

ly, th
en

h
u

n
ch

ed
 o

ver again
 an

d
 lo

o
ked

 w
ild

ly in
 all d

irectio
n

s. “P
harod

w
o

u
ld

 no
t accep

t it, w
o

u
ld

 n
ot, w

o
u

ld
 no

t! H
e h

ad
 ch

eated
o

th
ers, h

e w
o

u
ld

 ch
eat h

is fate, to
o

!”
“H

e read
, d

u
g in bo

o
ks, and

 con
su

lted seers…
” R

eekw
in

d
stalked

 b
ack an

d
 fo

rth
, h

is h
an

d
 o

ver h
is eyes a

s if starin
g o

ff
in

to th
e d

istan
ce. “…

an
d th

ey to
ld

 h
im

 th
at on

ly in
 trash

 cou
ld

h
e fin

d
 th

at w
h

ich
 w

o
u

ld
 let h

im
 ch

eat h
is fate.” R

eekw
in

d
b

ro
ke w

in
d

 again
, th

en
 gave a reekin

g co
u

gh
. “P

erh
ap

s th
ey

lied
…

”
R

eekw
in

d
 sto

od
 up

 stiffly, th
en

 b
egan

 to flin
g o

ff im
agin

ary
clo

th
es. 

W
ith

 
every 

p
iece 

o
f 

‘clo
th

in
g’ 

h
e 

th
rew

 
aw

a
y, 

h
e

b
eca

m
e m

o
re h

u
n

ch
ed.

“P
h

aro
d

 th
rew

 a
w

a
y h

is p
o

sition
, his go

als, an
d

 to
o

k u
p

 a
n

ew
 title…

” R
ee

kw
in

d
 stop

p
ed, th

en
 leered

 at m
e. H

e cla
w

ed
 at

h
is rags, sh

akin
g th

em
. “A

n
d

 b
ecam

e a K
in

g o
f R

ags! H
e w

o
u

ld
ru

le th
e trash, h

ave h
is su

b
jects search

 it all, an
d fin

d
 th

at w
h

ich
h

e n
eed

ed
.” H

e sho
o

k h
is h

ead
. “H

e lo
o

ks even
 no

w
, even

n
o

w
…

”

M
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“Y
eah

…
 I kn

o
w

, ch
ief. A

n
d

 I can
’t lie to

 yo
u

…
 I d

on
’t

w
an

t to
 go

…
 bu

t I w
ill. Ju

st kn
o

w
 th

at on
ce w

e step
 th

rou
gh

th
at po

rtal, it isn
’t go

in
g to

 b
e ju

st ab
ou

t 
you an

ym
o

re. T
h

is is
o

u
r lives yo

u
’re p

layin
g w

ith
, an

d
 w

e d
on

’t get b
ack u

p
 w

h
en

w
e d

ie.”
“T

h
en

 w
h

y are yo
u

…
”

“It’s b
ecau

se o
f w

h
at R

avel said
 in

 th
e m

aze.” G
race’s vo

ice
w

a
s so

ft, so
 so

ft I alm
o

st m
issed

 it. “Isn
’t it, M

o
rte?”

“W
h

at R
avel said

, in
 th

e m
aze —

 sh
e said

 yo
u

 d
raw

 p
eo

p
le

w
h

o
 su

ffer to
 yo

u
, like a lo

d
eston

e.” M
o

rte sho
o

k h
is h

ead
.

“M
a

yb
e it’s b

ecau
se you’ve b

een
 su

fferin
g all th

is tim
e. M

a
yb

e
w

h
en

 yo
u

 en
d

 u
p settlin

g th
in

gs…
 m

a
yb

e 
w

e’ll kn
o

w
 a b

it o
f

p
eace, to

o
. M

ayb
e.”

“M
a

yb
e so

. T
h

en
…

 are yo
u

 w
ith

 m
e, M

o
rte?”

“W
h

y n
o

t, ch
ief?” M

o
rte sh

oo
k h

is h
ead

. “I m
ean

, w
e

've
go

n
e to

 every OT
H

E
R h

o
rrib

le p
lan

e in
 th

e m
u

ltiverse I can
 th

in
k

o
f. W

h
y n

o
t take th

at extra step
 o

ver th
e cliff?” H

e gave a
rattlin

g sigh
. “A

re Y
O

U
 read

y? B
ecau

se if yo
u

’re n
o

t…
”

I said
 I w

as, an
d

 to
geth

er, m
yself an

d
 m

y co
m

p
an

io
n

s, m
y

frien
d

s, w
e en

tered
 th

e p
o

rtal.
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M
or

tu
ar

y 
Po

rt
al

“D
ak

'k
o

n
…

 M
o

rt
e,

 y
o

u
, 

an
d

 I
 s

u
rv

iv
ed

. 
W

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 t

o
th

e 
ar

ch
er

 a
n

d
 D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
?”

“T
h

e 
ar

ch
er

 d
ie

d
 t

h
e 

d
ea

th
 o

f 
th

e 
bo

d
y.

 T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 d

ie
d

 t
h

e
d

ea
th

 o
f 

th
e 

sp
iri

t. 
I 

co
ul

d
 n

ot
 s

av
e 

th
e 

w
o

m
an

 b
ec

au
se

 i
t 

w
as

n
o

t 
yo

u
r W

IL
L
 t

h
at

 s
h

e 
b

e 
sa

ve
d

. 
H

er
 g

ra
ve

 w
as

 d
ry

 o
f 

te
ar

s.
 N

o
o

n
e 

kn
ew

 to
 m

o
u

rn
 h

er
 p

as
si

n
g.

”
“B

u
t…

 w
h

y 
d

id
 I

 n
o

t w
an

t 
h

er
 s

av
ed

?”
“Y

o
u

r 
w

ill
 w

as
 k

no
w

n 
o

nl
y 

to
 y

o
u

,”
 s

ai
d

 D
ak

'k
o

n
“I

 c
an

’t 
te

ll 
yo

u
 a

n
ym

o
re

, 
ch

ie
f,”

 M
o

rt
e 

sa
id

, 
“e

xc
ep

t 
w

e’
re

b
o

un
d 

to
 b

e 
d

iv
id

ed
 a

s 
so

o
n 

as
 w

e 
ar

riv
e,

 it
’s

 a
 

H
U

G
E
 p

la
ce

, 
an

d
it’

s 
cr

aw
lin

g 
w

ith
 s

h
ad

o
w

s…
 a

n
d

 s
o

m
e

w
h

er
e 

in
 t

h
at

 F
o

rt
re

ss
 i

s
so

m
et

h
in

g 
m

o
re

 p
o

w
er

fu
l 

th
an

 
an

y 
o

f 
u

s.
 T

h
er

e’
s 

n
o

th
in

g 
m

o
re

to
 s

ay
…

”
“N

o
th

in
g 

liv
es

 
th

er
e.

 
T

h
e 

w
al

ls
 

ar
e 

d
ar

kn
es

s.
” 

D
a

k'
ko

n
ad

d
ed

.
“A

ll 
ri

gh
t 

—
 b

ef
o

re
 I

 s
te

p
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

is
 p

o
rt

al
 —

 i
s 

th
er

e
A

N
Y

T
H

IN
G

 E
L

S
E
 y

o
u

 f
e

el
 l

ik
e 

sh
ar

in
g 

th
at

 y
o

u
 t

h
in

k 
m

ig
h

t 
H

E
L

P

m
e?

” “W
el

l…
” 

M
o

rt
e 

p
au

se
d

. 
“Y

ea
h

, 
th

er
e’

s 
o

n
e 

o
th

er
 t

h
in

g 
yo

u
sh

o
u

ld
 k

no
w

 —
 t

h
e Y

O
U

 I
 k

n
ew

 b
ef

o
re

, 
th

e Y
O

U
 t

h
at

 le
d

 u
s 

h
er

e,
h

e 
w

as
n

’t 
lik

e 
yo

u
. 

A
t 

al
l.”

“W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 m
ea

n
?”

“T
h

e 
o

th
er

 Y
O

U
, 

h
e…

 
h

e 
d

id
n

’t 
ca

re
 

ve
ry

 
m

u
ch

 
fo

r
an

yb
o

d
y.

 F
o

r 
an

yo
n

e.
 W

e 
co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
A

L
L
 d

ie
d

 i
n

 t
h

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

,
an

d
 h

e 
w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
h

av
e 

b
lin

ke
d

. 
S

o
…

 I
 j

u
st

 w
an

t 
yo

u
 t

o
 h

o
ld

 o
n

to
 y

o
u

r 
d

iff
er

en
ce

s,
 b

ec
au

se
…

 w
el

l, 
I 

lik
e 

th
is

 
yo

u 
b

et
te

r.
 A

 LO
T

b
et

te
r.

”
“B

u
t 

th
at

’s
 n

o
t a

ll 
yo

u
 w

an
t 

to
 s

ay
, 

is
 it

?”
“N

o
…

” 
M

o
rt

e 
p

au
se

d
. 

“T
h

er
e’

s 
o

n
e 

o
th

er
 t

h
in

g 
—

 I
 m

a
y

n
o

t 
h

av
e 

lik
ed

 t
h

at
 ot
he

r 
yo

u
 v

er
y 

m
u

ch
, 

b
u

t 
h

e 
w

as
 o

n
e 

sm
ar

t
b

as
h

er
 —

 t
h

e 
sm

ar
te

st
 b

as
h

er
 I

'v
e 

e
ve

r 
kn

o
w

n
; 

h
e 

al
w

a
ys

 h
ad

ev
er

y 
an

gl
e 

co
ve

re
d

. 
If 

h
e 

d
ie

d
 a

t 
th

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

, 
th

at
 m

ea
n

s…
w

el
l…

”
“Y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t 

th
in

k 
I c

an
 s

u
cc

ee
d

, 
d

o 
yo

u
?”

“N
o

…
” 

M
o

rt
e 

sh
o

o
k 

hi
s 

h
ea

d
. 

“I
t’s

 n
o

t 
th

at
, 

ch
ie

f. 
B

ec
au

se
it’

s 
n

ot
 a

lw
a

ys
 w

h
o

’s
 s

m
ar

te
st

, 
o

r 
w

h
o

’s
 t

h
e 

m
o

st
 p

o
w

er
fu

l, 
o

r
w

h
o

’s
 t

h
e 

to
u

gh
es

t…
 s

o
m

et
im

es
 it

 c
o

m
es

 d
o

w
n

 t
o

 w
h

o
 y

o
u

 a
re

an
d

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 re
al

ly
 w

an
t.

 I
 m

e
an

, 
o

n
ce

 y
o

u
 w

an
te

d
 t

o
 b

ec
o

m
e

im
m

o
rt

al
 —

 b
u

t 
in

 t
h

e 
en

d
, 

is
 t

h
at

 
re

al
ly

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 w
an

te
d

? 
Ju

st
b

e 
su

re
 o

f w
h

at
 y

o
u

 w
an

t 
th

is
 t

im
e,

 is
 a

ll 
I'm

 s
a

yi
n

g.
”

“F
ai

r 
en

o
u

gh
. 

Lo
o

k,
 M

o
rt

e…
 w

e 
h

av
en

’t 
re

al
ly

 t
al

ke
d

 a
b

o
u

t
th

is
, 

b
u

t 
yo

u
 k

n
o

w
 y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t 

h
av

e 
to

 c
o

m
e 

w
ith

 m
e 

to
 t

h
is

p
la

ce
, 

rig
h

t?
 I'

ll 
un

d
er

st
an

d
 if

 y
o

u
 

d
o

n
’t 

w
an

t 
to

.”
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“U
h

…
 d

o 
yo

u
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
I 

co
u

ld
 f

in
d

 h
im

?”
 R

ee
kw

in
d

sh
o

o
k 

h
is

 h
ea

d
.

“H
e 

liv
es

 a
m

o
n

gs
t 

ra
gs

 a
n

d
 t

ra
sh

. 
T

h
er

e,
 y

o
u

 w
ill

 f
in

d
 h

im
,

fin
d

 h
im

…
”

N
o

 r
ea

l 
h

el
p 

th
en

. 
I 

co
n

tin
u

ed
 w

al
ki

n
g,

 l
ea

vi
n

g 
th

e 
m

ar
ke

t
ar

ea
. I 

w
as

 
cu

rio
u

s 
ab

ou
t 

th
is

 
A

lle
y 

o
f 

D
an

g
er

o
u

s 
A

n
gl

es
R

ee
kw

in
d

 h
ad

 m
en

tio
n

ed
. 

It 
w

as
 n

ea
rb

y,
 a

n
d

 w
e 

en
te

re
d

. 
T

h
er

e
w

er
e 

n
u

m
er

o
u

s 
b

u
rn

t 
sh

el
ls

 o
f 

b
u

ild
in

gs
, 

an
d

 t
w

o
 g

an
gs

, 
w

h
o

ch
ar

ge
d

 u
s 

a 
to

ll 
to

 e
n

te
r 

th
e 

ar
ea

. 
In

 a
 r

ui
n

ed
 c

h
u

rc
h 

I 
m

et
 a

m
an

 w
h

o
 n

am
ed

 h
im

se
lf 

A
o

la
, 

w
h

o
 s

ee
m

ed
 e

ag
er

 t
o

 t
al

k 
to

 m
e,

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 c
o

m
in

g 
o

ve
r 

to
 g

re
et

 m
e 

as
 s

o
o

n
 a

s 
I 

en
te

re
d

 t
h

e
b

u
ild

in
g.

“W
el

co
m

e 
to

 t
h

e 
ca

th
ed

ra
l 

o
f 

A
o

sk
ar

. 
H

a
ve

 y
o

u
 c

o
m

e 
to

w
o

rs
h

ip
 A

o
sk

ar
 w

ith
 m

e?
 Y

o
u

 c
an

 b
e 

h
is

 s
ec

o
nd

 d
is

ci
p

le
.”

“T
el

l 
m

e 
m

o
re

 a
b

o
u

t 
A

o
sk

ar
.”

 A
o

la
’s

 v
o

ic
e 

to
o

k 
o

n
 a

 t
o

n
e

o
f a

d
u

la
tio

n
.

“A
o

sk
ar

 i
s 

th
e 

K
ee

p
er

 o
f 

G
at

e
w

ay
s.

 W
ith

in
 A

o
sk

ar
 l

ie
s 

th
e

p
o

w
er

 o
f 

p
o

rt
al

s,
 d

o
o

rw
a

ys
 a

n
d

 o
pp

or
tu

n
ity

. 
S

ig
il,

 a
ls

o
 k

no
w

n
as

 t
h

e 
C

ity
 o

f 
D

o
o

rs
, 

u
se

d
 t

o
 b

e 
th

e 
h

o
m

e 
o

f 
A

o
sk

ar
, 

u
n

til
 h

e
w

a
s 

‘c
as

t’ 
o

u
t 

b
y 

th
at

 
ac

cu
rs

ed
 

La
d

y.
 

N
o

w
 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
fe

w
w

o
rs

h
ip

p
er

s 
o

f 
A

o
sk

ar
 h

er
e 

b
ec

au
se

 t
h

e 
La

d
y 

fo
rb

id
s 

it.
 T

h
at

w
ill

 s
o

o
n

 c
h

an
ge

, 
h

o
w

ev
er

, 
as

 I
 h

el
p

 t
h

e 
p

eo
pl

e 
to

 s
ee

 t
h

e
gr

ea
tn

es
s 

o
f 

A
o

sk
ar

. 
S

h
e 

ca
n

n
ot

 s
ta

nd
 a

ga
in

st
 t

h
e 

w
ill

 o
f 

th
e

p
eo

p
le

!”
 A

o
sk

ar
, 

h
u

h
? 

I 
d

id
n

’t 
se

e 
h

o
w

 i
t 

co
u

ld
 h

u
rt

 t
o

 h
av

e 
a

d
ei

ty
 o

n
 m

y 
si

d
e.

 E
ve

n
 i

f 
th

is
 p

ri
es

t’s
 g

o
d

 d
id

n
’t 

h
el

p
 m

e,
 h

e
h

im
se

lf 
m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
u

se
fu

l.
“I

 w
is

h
 t

o
 b

ec
o

m
e 

a 
d

is
ci

p
le

 o
f A

o
sk

ar
.”

“W
o

n
d

er
fu

l! 
It’

s 
b

ee
n

 s
o

 l
on

g 
si

n
ce

 t
h

e 
la

st
 p

er
so

n 
as

ke
d

.”
A

o
la

 m
ad

e 
m

e 
p

er
fo

rm
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

o
f 

co
m

p
le

x 
ri

tu
al

s 
an

d
 th

en
 s

ai
d

,
“Y

o
u

 a
re

 n
o

w
 a

 d
is

ci
pl

e 
o

f 
A

o
sk

ar
; 

go
 n

o
w

 a
n

d
 s

p
re

ad
 t

h
e 

w
o

rd
to

 t
h

e 
d

en
iz

en
s 

o
f 

S
ig

il,
 s

o
 t

h
at

 a
ll 

m
a

y 
kn

o
w

 t
h

e 
gl

o
ry

 o
f

A
o

sk
ar

!”
 B

el
at

ed
ly

, 
I g

re
w

 w
o

rr
ie

d
.

“W
h

y 
ar

e 
th

er
e 

n
o

 o
th

er
 d

is
ci

pl
es

 o
f A

o
sk

ar
?”

“O
ve

r 
th

e 
ye

ar
s 

I 
h

av
e 

h
ad

 m
an

y 
d

is
ci

p
le

s.
 U

n
fo

rt
u

n
at

el
y,

th
ey

 h
av

e 
al

l 
d

is
ap

p
ea

re
d

. 
It’

s 
qu

ite
 f

ru
st

ra
tin

g,
 a

ct
u

al
ly

. 
A

s
so

o
n 

as
 t

h
ey

 b
ec

o
m

e 
in

iti
at

es
 I

 n
ev

er
 s

ee
 t

h
em

 a
ga

in
. 

La
te

ly
,

th
er

e 
h

as
 b

ee
n

 a
 r

u
m

o
r 

go
in

g 
ar

o
un

d 
th

at
 t

h
e 

La
d

y 
h

er
se

lf 
is

 t
h

e
ca

u
se

. 
N

o
w

 n
o

 o
n

e 
co

m
es

 b
y 

an
y 

m
o

re
. 

Y
o

u
 a

re
 t

h
e 

fir
st

 s
o

ul
I'v

e 
se

en
 s

to
p

 b
y 

in
 a

 lo
n

g 
w

h
ile

.”
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M

azed

M
A

Z
E

D

I left th
e ru

in
ed

 bu
ild

in
g, tro

ub
led

. I to
o

k a step
…

 an
d

 fo
un

d
m

yself else
w

h
ere. I w

a
s alo

n
e. M

y su
rro

un
d

in
gs w

ere to
tally

d
ifferen

t. I w
as stan

d
in

g o
n

 sto
n

e, fo
rm

ed
 in

to
 co

n
centric rin

gs.
T

h
ere 

w
ere 

gap
s 

b
etw

e
en

 
th

e 
rin

gs, 
alth

ou
gh

 
ston

e 
b

rid
ges

co
n

n
ected

 th
e rin

gs at irregu
lar in

tervals. T
h

e rin
gs th

em
selves

also
 h

ad
 gap

s in
 th

em
.

W
h

en
 I loo

ked
 do

w
n

 b
etw

een
 th

e sto
n

es, all I saw
 w

as a
gra

y n
o

th
in

gn
ess. T

h
ere w

ere o
n

ly a lim
ited

 n
u

m
b

er o
f rin

gs as
w

ell. B
e

yo
n

d
 th

e ou
ter rin

g w
as m

o
re o

f th
e gra

y n
o

th
in

gn
ess,

as th
o

u
gh th

e sp
ace I n

o
w

 o
ccu

p
ied

 w
as so

m
eh

o
w

 
b

o
u

nd
ed

.
A

rch
es w

ere p
laced

 regu
larly alo

n
g th

e n
ext to ou

term
o

st rin
g,

each
 

arch
 

I 
so

on
 

learn
ed

 
co

n
tain

ed
 

a 
p

o
rtal. 

H
o

w
ever, 

th
e

p
o

rtals o
n

ly tran
sp

o
rted

 m
e acro

ss th
e rin

gs; n
on

e seem
ed

 to
lead

 o
u

t.
A

s I w
as verifyin

g th
is, I n

oticed
 a place th

at w
asn

’t b
are

ro
ck, w

h
ere ru

b
b

ish
 w

as p
iled

. I 
m

o
ved

 
to

 
in

vestigate, 
an

d
fo

u
n

d
 so

m
eo

n
e b

efo
re m

e h
ad

 cam
p

ed
 h

ere. I fo
u

nd
 a cu

rio
u

s
o

b
ject at th

e cam
p

 site.
It ap

p
eared

 to
 b

e 
so

m
e 

so
rt 

o
f 

jo
u

rn
al. 

S
h

eets 
o

f 
d

ried
h

u
m

an
 skin

 h
ad

 b
een

 stretch
ed

 acro
ss a fram

e
w

o
rk o

f b
o

n
e, and

stran
gely en

o
u

gh
, it ap

p
eared

 th
e sh

eets o
f skin

 h
ad h

ealed
to

geth
er at th

e seam
s, fo

rm
in

g th
e sp

in
e o

f a m
a

kesh
ift b

o
o

k. It
lo

o
ked

 like th
e o

uter sh
eets o

f skin
 fo

rm
ed

 a co
ver fo

r a series
o

f o
th

er skin
 sh

eets lo
cked

 in
sid

e th
e b

on
e fra

m
e.

A
 series o

f sym
b

o
ls h

ad
 b

een
 w

ritten
 in

 b
lo

od
 acro

ss th
e

exterio
r o

f th
e sh

eets o
f skin

, bu
t I cou

ld
n

’t m
a

ke th
e

m
 o

u
t; th

ey
ap

p
eared

 to b
e so

m
e fo

rm
 o

f w
ritin

g, b
u

t th
ey see

m
ed

 to
 b

e
w

ritten
 u

p
sid

e d
o

w
n

, righ
t to left, an

d
 at o

dd
 an

gles th
at m

ad
e

m
y e

yes h
u

rt.
D

esp
ite th

e cru
dity o

f th
e w

ritin
g, I h

ad
 to

 ad
m

it th
e d

esign
o

f th
e b

on
e fra

m
e w

as a
ctu

ally q
u

ite in
tricate; th

e b
on

es h
ad

b
een

 carved
 so

 th
at th

ey sn
ap

p
ed

 n
eatly to

geth
er. It lo

o
ked

 like
th

e bo
n

es cou
ld

 b
e un

ho
o

ked
 fro

m
 each

 o
th

er, allo
w

in
g th

e
b

o
o

k to
 b

e op
en

ed
 and

 read
.

I u
n

lo
cked

 th
e b

on
e fra

m
e, 

w
h

ich
 u

n
fo

ld
ed

 w
ith

 a n
eat

snap. I o
p

en
ed th

e b
oo

k, and
 stud

ied
 th

e p
ages…

 th
ey w

ere

M
ortuary Portal
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“M
o

rte, I n
eed

 yo
u

 to
 tell m

e everyth
in

g yo
u

 can
 ab

o
u

t th
e

F
o

rtress…
 it’s im

p
o

rtan
t.”

“T
h

is ‘F
o

rtress o
f R

egrets'…
 it stretch

es o
n

 fo
r 

L
E

A
G

U
E

S,
ch

ief. It’s a F
o

rtress, bu
t it feels m

o
re like a 

P
L

A
N

E in
 itself, all

sto
n

e, all d
arkn

ess, an
d

 sh
ad

o
w

s —
 everyw

h
ere, sh

ad
o

w
s. Y

o
u

go
 th

ere, and
…

 yo
u

 b
etter b

e p
rep

ared
.”

“W
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 w

h
en

 w
e first w

en
t th

ere?”
“C

h
ief, I d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
 w

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed to 

Y
O

U
, bu

t I kno
w

w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 ME…
 I sp

en
t m

y tim
e ru

n
n

in
g fro

m
 vau

lt to
vau

lt, tho
se sh

ad
o

w
s craw

lin
g all o

ver m
e, tryin

g to
 b

rin
g m

e
d

o
w

n
…

 th
en, I ju

st…
 sud

d
en

ly, w
e w

ere ‘o
u

t,’ like so
m

eo
n

e
h

ad
 pu

lled u
s b

ack…
”

“H
o

ld
 on

 a m
o

m
en

t. W
h

en
 yo

u
 say ‘u

s,’ it d
o

esn
’t sou

nd
like it m

e
an

t ju
st yo

u
 and

 m
e.” M

o
rte fell silen

t, bu
t D

ak'ko
n

an
sw

ered
 in

 his stead
.

“K
now

 th
at I h

ave w
alked

 yo
u

r p
ath

 m
an

y tim
es.” D

a
k'ko

n
sp

o
ke slo

w
ly, as if m

easu
rin

g each
 w

o
rd

; his b
lad

e h
ad

 b
eco

m
e

a m
isty gra

y, as if D
ak'ko

n
’s m

in
d

 h
ad

 d
rifted

. “A
 p

o
rtion

 o
f

yo
u

r p
ath

 is know
n to

 m
e. F

ive w
alked

 th
e p

ath to
 th

e F
o

rtress.
E

ach
 d

ied
 th

eir o
w

n
 d

eath
.”

“B
u

t…
 w

h
o

 w
ere th

e
y? H

o
w

 d
id

 th
ey d

ie?”
“I 

d
ied

 
th

e 
d

eath 
o

f 
faith

. 
T

h
e 

sku
ll 

d
ied

 
th

e 
d

eath
 

o
f

co
u

rage. T
h

e w
o

m
an

 d
ied

 th
e d

eath
 o

f grief. T
h

e b
lin

d
 arch

er
d

ied
 th

e fin
al an

d
 m

o
st m

ercifu
l d

eath
, th

e d
eath o

f th
e bo

d
y.

Y
o

u
…

 yo
u

 d
ied

 th
e d

eath
 o

f m
em

o
ry.” I reco

gn
ized

 w
h

o
 h

e h
ad

d
escrib

ed
, th

e sam
e o

n
es F

ell h
ad

 d
escrib

ed
 to

 m
e. T

h
e sku

ll
w

a
s M

o
rte, th

e w
o

m
an

 D
eio

n
arra, th

e arch
er X

ach
ariah

.
“Y

eah
…

” 
M

o
rte 

rattled
, 

as 
if 

sh
iverin

g. 
“C

h
ief, 

at 
th

is
F

o
rtress —

 th
ere’s sh

ad
o

w
s 

everyw
here…

”
“T

h
ere 

w
a

s 
d

arkn
ess 

th
ere, 

an
d

 
every 

sh
ad

o
w

 
w

as
S

h
ra'kt'lo

r.” D
ak'ko

n
’s vo

ice w
as a w

h
isp

er, an
d

 h
is d

ead
 black

e
yes see

m
ed

 to
 b

e starin
g at so

m
eth

in
g ju

st b
eyo

n
d

 m
e. “T

h
e

y
are to

rm
en

ted
 creatu

res. T
h

e w
o

u
n

d
s in

 yo
u

r sp
irit are 

know
n to

th
em

. T
h

e
y w

ill attack yo
u

 th
rou

gh
 th

em
.”

“T
h

e
y sp

o
ke to

 m
e like th

e P
illar o

f S
ku

lls…
” M

o
rte’s

vo
ice d

ro
pp

ed
. “T

h
e

y knew
…

”
“A

ll righ
t; lo

o
k, yo

u
 tw

o
: I n

eed to
 kno

w
 all yo

u
 can

 tell m
e

ab
o

u
t th

is F
o

rtress…
”

“T
h

e sh
ad

o
w

s suffer. T
h

e
y know

 o
f to

rm
en

t. T
h

e
y know

h
o

w
 to

 to
rtu

re yo
u

 w
ith

 th
at w

h
ich

 h
as w

o
u

nd
ed

 yo
u

r h
eart.

W
h

en
 yo

u
 fa

ce th
e

m
, 

know
 th

at yo
u

 face th
at w

h
ich

 h
as killed

yo
u

 o
n

ce.”
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4

M
or

tu
ar

y 
Po

rt
al

“I
…

” 
A

n
n

ah
 g

la
re

d
 a

t 
F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, 

th
en

 t
u

rn
ed

 t
o

 m
e,

fir
es

 in
 h

er
 e

ye
s.

 “
If s

he
 g

o
es

, 
I'l

l 
go

, 
so

 I
 w

ill
. 

I'l
l n

o
t 

tu
rn

 s
ta

g
o

n
 y

eh
 h

er
e,

 I
 w

o
n

’t.
”

“V
er

y 
w

el
l. 

D
a

k'
ko

n
? 

Y
o

u
 w

ith
 m

e?
”

“Y
o

u
r 

p
at

h
 is

 m
in

e.
”

“M
o

rt
e?

 Y
o

u
 r

ea
d

y?
”

“E
h

…
” 

M
o

rt
e 

h
es

ita
te

d
, 

gl
an

ce
d

 a
t 

th
e 

po
rt

al
, 

gl
an

ce
d

 a
t

m
e,

 g
la

n
ce

d
 a

t 
th

e 
po

rt
al

 a
ga

in
, 

th
en

 g
av

e 
a 

ra
tt

lin
g 

si
gh

. 
“L

o
o

k,
I'm

 n
o

t 
go

in
g 

to
 s

ay
 to

o 
m

u
ch

 h
er

e,
 b

u
t 

u
h

…
 w

el
l, 

th
er

e’
s

so
m

et
h

in
g 

I 
n

ee
d

 t
o 

te
ll 

yo
u

…
”

“W
h

at
 is

 it
, 

M
o

rt
e?

”
“W

el
l, 

it’
s 

ab
o

u
t 

w
h

er
e 

w
e’

re
 

go
in

g…
 

o
r 

eh
, 

ac
tu

al
ly

w
h

er
e…

 w
e

'v
e…

 be
en

.”
“ 

‘W
h

er
e 

W
E
’ 

V
E
 b

ee
n

?’
 W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 t

al
ki

n
g 

ab
o

u
t?

”
It 

w
as

 s
o

 s
u

b
tle

, 
I 

al
m

o
st

 m
is

se
d

 i
t 

—
 D

ak
'k

o
n

’s
 b

la
d

e
fli

ck
er

ed
, 

th
e 

ed
ge

 d
u

lli
n

g.
 A

s 
I 

gl
an

ce
d

 
at

 
h

im
, 

h
is

 h
an

d
s

d
ro

p
p

ed
 to

 h
is

 s
id

es
, 

as
 if

 h
e 

w
as

 p
re

p
ar

in
g 

fo
r 

b
at

tle
.

“T
h

is
…

 u
h

, 
th

is
 i

sn
’t 

th
e F

IR
ST

 t
im

e 
w

e'
ve

 b
ee

n
 t

h
ro

u
gh

th
is

…
 y

o
u

 s
ee

, 
w

e
'v

e 
b

ee
n

 t
o

 t
h

is
 ‘F

o
rt

re
ss

 o
f 

R
eg

re
ts

’ b
ef

o
re

…
th

ou
gh

, 
w

e…
 I

…
 d

id
n

’t 
kn

o
w

 it
 t

h
en

.”
“M

o
rt

e,
 

I 
ex

p
ec

t 
an

 
ex

p
la

n
at

io
n

…
 

n
o 

m
o

re
 

lie
s 

o
r

d
ec

ep
tio

n
s,

 n
o

t n
o

w
.”

“I
t’s

 h
ar

d
 t

o
 e

xp
la

in
 u

n
til

 y
o

u
'v

e b
ee

n 
th

er
e…

 b
es

id
es

, 
yo

u
d

id
n

’t 
kn

o
w

 t
h

e,
 u

h
, ot

he
r 

yo
u

 —
 h

e 
w

as
n

’t 
ex

ac
tly

 t
h

e 
ki

n
d

 o
f

b
as

h
er

 t
o

 SH
A

R
E
 t

h
e 

ch
an

t 
w

ith
 u

s.
 I

 m
ea

n
, 

I 
kn

ew
 h

e 
w

as
lo

o
ki

n
g 

fo
r S

O
M

E
 p

la
ce

, 
b

u
t 

I 
di

dn
’t 

kn
o

w
 w

h
y,

 w
h

er
e 

it 
w

as
, 

o
r

W
H

A
T
 i

t 
w

as
, 

so
 I

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

sa
y A

N
Y

T
H

IN
G

 t
o

 y
o

u
, 

b
ec

au
se

 I
d

id
n

’t 
kn

o
w

 A
N

Y
T

H
IN

G
! 

I…
 j

u
st

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
ed

 w
h

en
 w

e
G

O
T
 t

h
er

e…
” 

I 
re

al
iz

ed
 M

o
rt

e 
w

as
 t

al
ki

n
g 

ab
o

u
t 

m
y 

‘p
ra

ct
ic

al
’

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

, 
th

e 
on

e 
w

h
o

 h
ad

 fr
ee

d
 h

im
 fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
p

ill
ar

 o
f s

ku
lls

.
“A

n
d

…
 w

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
?”

“W
el

l, 
w

e 
w

en
t 

to
 t

h
is

 —
 t

hi
s F

O
R

T
R

E
SS

, 
an

d
 e

ve
n

 b
ef

o
re

w
e 

la
n

d
 f

o
o

t 
in

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

, 
w

e’
re

 a
ll SP

L
IT

 u
p

, 
fig

h
tin

g 
fo

r 
o

u
r

liv
es

…
” 

H
e 

sh
u

d
d

er
ed

. 
“S

o
 t

h
e fir

st
 th

in
g 

I 
w

an
t 

to
 t

el
l y

o
u

 is
 if

yo
u

’r
e 

d
et

er
m

in
ed

 
to

 
go

 
th

ro
u

gh
 

w
ith

 
th

is
, 

th
er

e’
s 

a 
go

od
ch

an
ce

 t
h

at
 a

n
yb

o
d

y 
w

h
o

 g
o

es
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

at
 p

o
rt

al
 i

s 
go

in
g 

to
en

d
 u

p
 s

o
m

e
w

h
er

e fa
r 

a
w

a
y 

fr
o

m
 e

ve
ry

b
o

d
y 

el
se

. 
T

h
in

g 
is

,
ev

en
 s

p
lit

 u
p

, 
w

e 
m

a
y 

b
e 

yo
u

r 
o

n
ly

 h
op

e…
”

“W
h

y 
d

o
 y

o
u

 s
a

y 
th

at
?”

“B
ec

au
se

 w
h

at
e

ve
r 

w
as

 w
ai

tin
g 

in
 t

h
at

 F
o

rt
re

ss
 f

o
r 

yo
u

,
ch

ie
f, 

it 
al

re
ad

y 
d

ef
e

at
ed

 y
o

u
 o

n
ce

…
 t

o
 t

h
is

 d
ay

, 
I 

d
o

n
’t 

kn
o

w
h

o
w

 y
o

u
 m

an
ag

ed
 t

o
 s

u
rv

iv
e,

 b
u

t 
if 

yo
u

 f
al

l a
ga

in
, 

yo
u

’re
 g

o
in

g
to

 n
ee

d 
so

m
eo

n
e 

th
er

e 
to

 p
ul

l y
o

u
 o

u
t o

f t
h

at
 F

or
tr

es
s…

”

M
az

ed
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fi
ll

ed
 w

it
h 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
st

ra
ng

e 
se

ri
es

 o
f 

sy
m

bo
ls

 a
s 

w
er

e 
on

 t
he

ex
te

rio
r 

co
ve

r,
 a

n
d

 th
ey

 d
id

n
’t 

se
em

 t
o

 m
a

ke
 a

n
y 

se
n

se
.

M
u

ch
 a

s 
I 

tr
ie

d
, 

I 
co

u
ld

n
’t 

m
ak

e 
se

n
se

 o
f 

th
e 

sy
m

b
o

ls
. 

I
d

es
p

ai
re

d
, 

an
d

 d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 p
u

t 
th

e 
jo

u
rn

al
 d

o
w

n
. 

A
s 

I 
re

-h
o

o
ke

d
th

e 
bo

n
e 

fr
a

m
e,

 I
 w

as
 s

u
d

d
en

ly
 s

tr
u

ck
 w

ith
 a

 s
tr

an
ge

 t
h

o
u

gh
t 

—
th

at
 t

h
e 

p
ag

es
 o

f 
th

e 
in

te
ri

o
r 

w
er

en
’t su
pp

os
ed

 t
o

 m
ak

e 
an

y
se

n
se

. 
I…

 w
h

o
ev

er
 I

 w
as

 a
t 

th
e 

tim
e…

 p
u

t 
th

e 
sy

m
b

o
ls

 t
h

er
e 

to
d

ec
ei

ve
 a

n
yo

n
e 

lo
o

ki
n

g 
to

 r
ea

d
 t

h
e 

re
al

 c
o

n
te

n
ts

, 
w

h
ic

h
 w

er
e

h
id

d
en

 s
o

m
ew

h
er

e 
el

se
 in

 t
h

e 
jo

u
rn

al
 fr

a
m

e.
I 

ex
a

m
in

ed
 t

h
e 

ed
ge

 o
f 

th
e 

fr
a

m
e,

 a
n

d
 n

o
tic

ed
 t

h
at

 o
n

e 
o

f
th

e 
bo

n
es

 h
ad

 a
 h

ai
rl

in
e 

fr
ac

tu
re

 a
ro

u
nd

 o
n

e 
o

f 
its

 e
nd

s;
 I

 p
u

t
m

y 
h

an
d

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
ed

ge
 a

n
d

 t
w

is
te

d
 o

ff 
th

e 
to

p
 o

f 
th

e 
bo

n
e,

re
ve

al
in

g 
a 

h
o

llo
w

 s
p

ac
e.

 I
n

si
d

e 
th

e 
sp

ac
e 

w
as

 a
 s

m
al

l, 
ro

lle
d

-
u

p
 s

cr
ap

 o
f s

ki
n

.
It 

w
as

 d
iff

ic
u

lt 
to

 r
ea

d
, b

u
t 

I c
o

ul
d

 m
ak

e 
o

u
t 

m
o

st
 o

f i
t.

T
R

A
P

P
ed

 
T

ra
P

p
ed

 LA
D

Y
'S

 W
IL

L
 

b
e 

d
o

n
e 

D
O

D
ge

 
h

er
ga

ze
…

 t
o

o
 M

A
N

Y
 I

 K
IL

L
'd

, 
to

o
 M

A
N

Y
 s

tr
an

gl
e 

an
d

 k
ill

 a
n

d 
st

o
p

th
e 

B
R

E
A

T
H
 in

 t
h

ei
r 

th
ro

at
s…

 t
h

er
e’

s 
a W

A
Y

 O
U

T
 I

 K
N

O
W

 i
t 

th
en

I'l
l g

iv
e 

th
e 

B
L

A
D

ed
 o

n
e 

th
e 

la
u

gh
…

…
 O

N
E
 o

f 
th

e 
A

R
C

H
E

Z
 h

o
ld

s 
w

a
y 

O
u

t,
 O

N
E
 o

f 
th

e
m

 d
o

es
,

O
N

E
 h

as
 t

h
e 

w
a

y 
o

u
t,

 c
an

’t 
ju

st
 k

ee
p

 
G

O
IN

G
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

em
 o

n
e 

at
a 

tim
e,

 m
a

yb
e 

—
 m

a
yb

e 
I 

sh
o

u
ld

 g
o

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 o

n
e,

 
T

H
E

N
 w

al
k

b
ac

k 
to

 t
h

e 
sa

m
e 

p
o

rt
al

 w
ith

o
u

t…
T

h
e 

en
tr

y 
tr

ai
le

d
 o

ff 
in

to
 i

nd
ec

ip
h

er
ab

le
 s

cr
aw

ls
. 

F
o

r 
so

m
e

re
as

o
n

, 
I 

h
ad

 a
 f

ee
lin

g 
th

at
 

w
as

 
th

e 
la

st
 

en
tr

y…
 

ei
th

er
 

th
e

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

 d
ie

d
 in

 th
e 

m
az

e 
o

r 
es

ca
p

ed
 s

o
m

eh
o

w
.

I 
fo

u
n

d 
th

at
 if

 I
 e

n
te

re
d 

th
e 

p
o

rt
al

 in
 o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

ar
ch

es
 o

n 
th

e
p

er
ip

h
er

y,
 t

h
en

 w
en

t 
b

ac
k 

to
 t

h
at

 s
am

e 
p

o
rt

al
 w

ith
o

u
t 

en
te

rin
g

an
y 

o
th

er
, 

I 
w

as
 t

ra
n

sp
o

rt
ed

 t
o

 a
n

 a
rc

h 
I 

co
u

ld
 n

ot
 r

ea
ch

 b
ef

o
re

.
T

h
e 

p
o

rt
al

 i
n

 t
h

at
 a

rc
h

 a
llo

w
ed

 m
e 

to
 l

ea
ve

, 
re

tu
rn

in
g 

to
 t

h
e

H
iv

e 
at

 t
h

e 
sp

o
t 

w
h

er
e 

I 
le

ft.
 I

 f
el

t 
I 

n
o

w
 k

n
ew

 w
h

er
e 

A
o

la
’s

d
is

ci
p

le
s 

h
ad

 d
is

ap
p

ea
re

d
.

I 
b

ri
ef

ly
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 t
o

 M
o

rt
e 

w
h

at
 h

ad
 h

ap
p

en
ed

. 
W

e 
le

ft 
th

e
A

lle
y 

o
f 

D
an

ge
ro

u
s 

A
n

gl
es

 o
n

 i
ts

 o
th

er
 s

id
e,

 n
o

t 
to

o 
fa

r 
fr

o
m

th
e 

M
o

rt
u

ar
y 

if 
m

y 
re

ck
o

n
in

g 
w

as
 r

ig
h

t.
 I

 c
o

n
tin

u
ed

 e
xp

lo
rin

g
th

e 
H

iv
e,

 h
ea

d
in

g 
to

w
ar

d
s 

a 
se

ct
io

n
 I

 h
ad

 n
o

t 
vi

si
te

d 
b

ef
o

re
.

I 
h

ea
rd

 
a 

ho
w

lin
g 

u
p 

ah
ea

d
. 

W
h

at
 

st
ra

n
ge

 
an

im
al

 
w

as
p

ro
d

u
ci

n
g 

th
e 

so
u

nd
? 

T
h

en
 I

 s
aw

 i
t 

w
a

s 
ac

tu
al

ly
 a

 w
ild

-e
ye

d
m

an
, 

h
un

ch
ed

 o
ve

r,
 s

n
ar

lin
g 

an
d

 g
iv

in
g 

lo
w

 g
ro

w
ls

. 
It 

lo
o

ke
d

lik
e 

h
e 

h
ad

n
’t 

tr
im

m
ed

 h
is

 h
ai

r 
in

 y
ea

rs
…

 i
t 

w
as

 s
o

 l
o

n
g 

it
fo

rm
ed

 a
 v

ei
l 

o
ve

r 
h

is
 e

ye
s.

 H
e 

h
ad

 a
 l

o
n

g,
 s

tr
in

gy
 m

o
u

st
ac

h
e

ca
ke

d
 w

ith
 g

re
as

e 
an

d
 s

w
ea

t,
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
tip

s 
o

f 
th

e 
m

o
u

st
ac

h
e
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M

azed

drooped so m
uch that they had becom

e tangled in his ragged
beard.

I 
greeted 

him
. 

T
he 

m
an 

stopped 
in 

m
id-snarl, 

and 
he

reached up to part the curtain of hair that covered his eyes. A
s

his w
ithered hand pulled aw

ay his dirty locks, several strange,
puce-colored bugs fell from

 his hair and scattered across the
co

b
b

les. B
eh

ind
 th

e clo
ak o

f h
air, th

e m
an

’s fle
sh

 w
a

s m
o

o
n

-
p

ale 
an

d
 

creased
 

w
ith

 
w

rin
kles. 

H
is 

th
ick, 

b
u

sh
y 

e
yeb

ro
w

s
fo

rm
ed

 a ‘V
’ as h

e stared
 at m

e.
“H

an
d

, m
y take th

’ m
o

o
n

 fly, to
o

oo
?” I h

ad
 d

ifficu
lty, b

u
t

th
ou

gh
t I co

u
ld

 pu
zzle o

ut his m
ean

in
g.

“ ‘T
a

ke yo
u

r h
an

d an
d

 fly to
 th

e m
o

o
n

?’ N
ot tod

ay, m
y

frien
d

.”
T

h
e m

an
 fro

w
n

ed
, b

u
t h

is eyeb
ro

w
s tilted

 u
p

w
ard

s in
 a

reverse ‘V
,’ creatin

g a b
izarre exp

ressio
n

. I h
ad

 no
 id

ea h
o

w
 h

e
acco

m
p

lish
ed

 
th

e 
facial 

e
xp

ressio
n

, 
bu

t 
it 

m
ad

e 
m

e
u

n
co

m
fo

rtab
le w

atch
in

g th
e m

u
scles b

en
eath

 h
is face sh

ift in
to

th
e n

ew
 p

attern
. I co

u
ld

n
’t tell w

h
eth

er h
e w

as an
gry, cu

rio
u

s,
b

o
th

 o
r n

eith
er.

“S
in

ged
 

kissssp
eak 

a 
m

an
, 

an
sw

ersss 
p

re-fu
r 

a 
w

o
o

d
w

o
m

an
 h

eart.”
“ ‘A

 sin
gle kiss sp

eaks a w
o

m
an

’s h
eart, b

u
t a m

an
’s an

sw
er

is w
h

at yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 p
refer?’ V

ery w
ell, th

en
, b

u
t kn

o
w

 th
is: m

y
an

sw
er is a q

u
estio

n
, an

d
 an an

sw
er fro

m
 yo

u
 is w

h
at I w

o
u

ld
p

refer.” T
h

e m
an

 see
m

ed
 m

e
sm

erized
 b

y m
y vo

ice. W
ith

 every
w

o
rd

 I sp
o

ke, a ligh
t flickered

 in
 h

is eyes.
“B

arkin
g W

ild
er A

m
-I, I-A

m
! A

-W
an

tin
g, A

skin
g-A

, M
a

y-
Y

o
u

, Y
o

u
-M

ay?” I w
as startin

g to
 get a fe

el fo
r h

is lan
gu

age.
“Y

o
u

 m
a

y, an
d

 I w
ill: W

h
o

…
 o

r w
h

at…
 are yo

u
?”

“K
a

y-o
sh

!” H
e stu

ttered
 o

u
t th

e w
o

rd
, as if h

avin
g d

ifficu
lty

gettin
g h

is ton
gu

e aro
un

d it. “S
o

m
e sa

y X
ao

sitects, I sa
y S

-tect-
I-so

ax. C
H

A
O

S-m
en

. M
en

 n
o. N

em
 n

o
, m

en
 yes, th

ree n
o

se m
a

ke
a yes.” H

e h
u

n
ch

ed
 d

o
w

n
 on

 his kn
ees an

d
 b

egan
 to

 ro
ck b

ack
an

d
 fo

rth
, sin

gin
g in

 a ch
ild

-like sop
ran

o
. “C

h
ao

s-m
an

, ch
ao

s-
m

an
, h

op
-a-lon

g ho
m

e, a factio
n

-it-is, yet w
e-are-a

lo
n

e.” N
o

t
h

avin
g an

yth
in

g to
 lo

se, I asked
 an

o
th

er qu
estio

n.
“I'm

 lo
o

kin
g fo

r a lo
st jou

rn
al. D

o
 yo

u
 kno

w
 w

h
ere I m

igh
t

fin
d

 o
n

e?” H
e fro

w
n

ed
, sq

u
in

ted
 his eyes sh

u
t, th

en o
p

en
ed

th
em

 b
ack u

p
. W

h
en

 h
e spo

ke again
, h

is vo
ice w

as level an
d

straigh
tfo

rw
ard

…
 

it 
w

as 
like 

a 
d

ifferen
t, 

san
er, 

p
erso

n 
w

as
sp

eakin
g. T

h
e e

ffect w
a

s eerie.
“M

o
re th

an on
e lo

st, m
o

re th
an

 o
ne m

u
st yo

u
 fin

d
. E

ach
p

art o
f yo

u
 h

ad
 o

n
e, so

 m
o

re th
an

 o
n

e m
u

st yo
u

 fin
d

.” H
e

M
ortuary Portal
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M
O

R
T

U
A

R
Y

 P
O

R
TA

L

I had entered the M
ortuary, seeking a portal. I w

as now
 near the

site of m
y first m

em
ories, of aw

akening on a slab here. T
here

w
a

s 
so

m
eth

in
g 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
arch

 
in 

fro
n

t 
o

f 
m

e…
 

so
m

eth
in

g
h

au
n

tin
gly 

fa
m

iliar. 
A

 b
o

n
e-nu

m
b

in
g ch

ill b
lan

keted
 

th
e 

air
b

etw
een

 th
ese tw

o
 b

lack p
illars, as if th

e arch
 itself b

o
rd

ered
 o

n
so

m
e o

th
er, co

ld
er sp

ace. F
o

r so
m

e reaso
n

, I 
K

N
E

W
 th

is w
as th

e
p

o
rtal to

 th
e F

o
rtress o

f R
egrets…

 n
o

w
 all I n

eed
ed

 to do
 w

as
o

p
en

 it.
I clen

ch
ed

 m
y teeth

 an
d

 du
g m

y fin
gern

ails in
to

 m
y le

ft
fo

rearm
; w

ith
 a d

ry, tearin
g so

u
n

d
, I p

eeled o
ff a strip

 o
f skin

.
T

h
e 

ch
ill 

b
etw

een
 

th
e 

p
illars 

b
ecam

e 
stro

n
ger, 

alm
o

st
h

u
n

gerin
g, as if th

e p
o

rtal h
ad

 o
p

en
ed

 a crack…
I p

ricked
 th

e tip
 o

f m
y in

d
ex fin

ger; b
efo

re th
e w

o
u

n
d

 co
uld

h
eal, I squ

eezed
 fo

rth
 several d

ro
p

s o
f b

loo
d

. A
s I p

rep
ared

 to
scra

w
l m

y re
gret, a series o

f im
age

s flo
ated

 acro
ss m

y m
in

d
…

 I
w

h
isp

ered
 th

e w
o

rd
s to

 m
yself, b

u
t th

e regret ech
o

ed
 th

rou
gh

m
y m

in
d

.
“I 

regret 
th

e 
d

eath
s 

I've 
cau

sed
, 

h
ere 

an
d

 
acro

ss 
th

e
m

u
ltiverse.”
I scra

w
led

 th
e regret o

n
to

 th
e scrap

 o
f flesh

…
 b

u
t m

y rap
id

h
ealin

g fo
rced

 m
e to

 sto
p

 o
ften

 to
 re-op

en
 th

e cu
t o

n m
y fin

ger
an

d
 squ

eeze fo
rth

 m
o

re b
lo

od
. S

everal m
o

m
en

ts later, I h
ad

fin
ish

ed
, 

m
y 

b
lo

o
d 

glisten
in

g 
o

n
 

the 
scrap

 
o

f 
skin

…
 

a
co

m
b

in
atio

n
 o

f m
y flesh

, m
y b

lo
o

d
, and

 m
y regret.

A
s I w

atch
ed

 th
e b

loo
d

y regret d
ry, a w

ave o
f co

ld
 w

ash
ed

o
ver m

e. I lo
o

ked
 u

p
; th

e b
lack p

illars to eith
er sid

e o
f th

e arch
w

ere glo
w

in
g so

ftly, m
o

tes o
f m

isty b
lu

e ligh
t d

riftin
g fro

m
th

eir sid
es to

 fo
rm

 a sh
im

m
erin

g cu
rtain

 b
etw

een
 th

em
. B

e
yo

n
d

th
e cu

rtain, I cou
ld

 b
arely m

a
ke o

u
t a w

eath
ered

 sto
n

e cau
sew

a
y

lead
in

g in
to

 d
arkn

ess. I asked
 if N

o
rd

o
m

 w
as read

y to
 p

ro
ceed

.
“Q

u
ery: 

R
eceived

. 
R

espo
n

se: 
N

o
rdo

m
 

is 
read

ied
 

and
w

aited
. A

w
aitin

g to
 p

ro
fess fu

rth
er d

irectives.”
“A

ctu
ally, it’s ‘p

ro
cess'…

 n
ever m

in
d

. F
all-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce?
”

“I h
ave co

m
e th

is far, an
d

 it w
o

u
ld b

e ru
d

e o
f m

e to
 retire

b
efo

re th
e fin

al h
ou

r.” S
h

e sm
iled

 sligh
tly. “E

ven
 if yo

u
 w

ere to
ask p

o
litely, I w

o
u

ld
 no

t p
erm

it it.”
“It see

m
s I h

ave n
o

 ch
o

ice, th
en

…
 A

n
n

ah
?”
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2

S
ig

il

I 
st

ill
 h

ad
 o

n
e 

m
o

re
 e

rr
an

d
. 

I 
re

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
C

le
rk

’s
 W

ar
d

,
to

 g
et

 p
er

m
is

si
o

n
 f

o
r 

Ia
n

n
is

 
th

e 
ad

vo
ca

te
 

to
 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 
th

e
se

n
so

ry
 s

to
n

e 
h

is
 d

au
gh

te
r 

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 le
ft 

at
 t

h
e 

F
es

th
al

l. 
W

h
en

 I
sa

w
 I

an
n

is
, 

to
 t

el
l h

im
 h

e 
h

ad
 p

er
m

is
si

o
n

, 
w

e 
h

ad
 li

tt
le

 t
o

 s
ay

 t
o

o
n

e 
an

o
th

er
. I

 le
ft 

as
 q

u
ic

kl
y 

as
 p

o
ss

ib
le

.
A

s 
I 

w
as

 
le

av
in

g 
th

e 
ad

vo
ca

te
’s

 
h

o
m

e,
 

so
m

eo
n

e 
I 

sa
w

st
an

d
in

g 
ac

ro
ss

 t
h

e 
st

re
et

 b
ro

u
gh

t 
a 

th
ou

gh
t 

to
 m

in
d

. 
T

h
er

e
w

a
sn

’t 
a 

lo
t 

I c
o

u
ld

 d
o

 fo
r 

M
o

rt
e,

 b
ut

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g…
I 

w
al

ke
d

 o
ve

r 
to

 t
h

e 
b

ea
u

tif
u

l, 
se

d
uc

tiv
el

y 
at

tir
ed

 p
ro

st
itu

te
,

a 
fa

r 
cr

y 
fr

o
m

 t
h

o
se

 I
 s

a
w

 in
 t

h
e 

H
iv

e.
 S

h
e 

sm
el

le
d

 o
f 

ex
p

en
si

ve
p

er
fu

m
es

, 
an

d
 t

h
e 

lin
es

 o
f 

h
er

 f
ac

e 
w

er
e 

su
b

tly
 a

cc
en

tu
at

ed
 w

ith
lig

h
tly

 
p

ai
n

te
d

 
lin

es
 

o
f 

so
ft,

 
w

ar
m

 
co

lo
rs

. 
S

h
e 

sm
ile

d
 

as
 

I
ap

p
ro

ac
h

ed
 h

er
 a

nd
 c

u
rt

se
ye

d
 g

ra
ce

fu
lly

. 
“G

re
et

in
gs

, 
go

o
d

 s
ir.

S
ee

ki
n

g 
to

 
qu

en
ch

 
a 

lu
st

 
M

is
tr

es
s 

G
ra

ce
’s

 
B

ro
th

el
 

ca
n

n
o

t
sa

tis
fy

, I
 h

o
p

e?
”

“I
'm

 n
o

t,
 b

u
t 

I t
h

in
k 

M
o

rt
e 

h
er

e 
m

ig
h

t 
b

e…
”

T
h

e 
yo

u
n

g 
w

o
m

an
 e

xa
m

in
ed

 M
o

rt
e 

cr
iti

ca
lly

 f
o

r 
a 

tim
e,

th
en

 n
od

d
ed

.
“Y

es
…

 y
e

s,
 I

 t
h

in
k 

I 
co

u
ld

 d
o

 t
h

at
. 

W
el

l, 
I 

co
u

ld
 c

er
ta

in
ly

co
m

e 
u

p
 w

ith
…

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g.
 A

ll 
fo

r 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

fe
e,

 o
f 

co
u

rs
e 

—
 a

p
et

ty
 f

iv
e 

h
u

n
d

re
d

 c
o

m
m

o
n

s.
”

“O
f c

o
u

rs
e.

 H
er

e 
yo

u
 a

re
…

”
“A

ll 
ri

gh
t! 

T
h

an
ks

, 
ch

ie
f!

” 
M

o
rt

e 
tu

rn
ed

 
to

 
fo

llo
w

 
th

e
w

o
m

an
 a

w
a

y.
I 

le
d

 t
h

e 
re

st
 o

f 
th

e 
gr

o
up

 t
o

 g
et

 r
oo

m
s 

at
 a

 l
o

ca
l 

in
n

.
S

o
m

e
w

h
at

 la
te

r,
 M

o
rt

e 
ca

m
e 

b
o

b
b

in
g 

d
iz

zi
ly

 i
n

to
 m

y 
ro

o
m

. 
H

e
w

a
s 

co
at

ed
 w

ith
 a

 g
lo

ss
y 

sh
ee

n
 —

 a
s 

if 
h

e 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

 w
ax

ed
 a

n
d

b
u

ffe
d

 —
 a

n
d

 h
ad

 a
 r

ed
 s

m
u

d
ge

 o
n

 h
is

 c
ro

w
n

 i
n 

th
e 

sh
ap

e 
o

f 
a

p
ai

r 
o

f 
lip

s.
 M

o
rt

e 
se

e
m

ed
 o

n
ly

 d
im

ly
 a

w
ar

e 
o

f 
m

y 
p

re
se

n
ce

,
an

d
 

al
te

rn
at

ed
 

b
et

w
ee

n
 

gi
gg

lin
g 

to
 

h
im

se
lf 

an
d

 
si

gh
in

g
p

le
as

an
tly

.
T

h
e 

n
ex

t 
d

a
y,

 it
 w

as
 t

im
e 

th
at

 I
 f

ac
ed

 m
y 

en
e

m
y,

 f
o

r 
w

h
at

 I
h

o
p

ed
 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

rin
g 

an
 

en
d

, 
o

n
e 

w
a

y 
o

r 
an

o
th

er
, 

to
 

m
y

im
m

o
rt

al
ity

.

M
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bl
in

ke
d 

an
d 

sh
oo

k 
hi

s 
he

ad
 f

or
 a

 m
om

en
t, 

as
 i

f 
su

rp
ri

se
d 

at
hi

m
se

lf
, 

th
en

 c
hu

ck
le

d 
un

ea
si

ly
. 

I 
as

ke
d 

if
 h

e 
co

ul
d 

te
ll

 m
e

w
he

re
 a

t 
le

as
t 

on
e 

of
 t

he
m

 w
as

. 
H

e 
lo

ok
ed

 l
ik

e 
he

 w
as

 a
bo

ut
 t

o
ob

je
ct

, 
th

en
 s

ud
de

nl
y 

hi
s 

le
ft

 f
is

t 
ca

m
e 

up
 a

nd
 s

m
ac

ke
d 

hi
m

 i
n

th
e 

te
m

pl
e.

 H
e 

ho
w

le
d 

in
 r

es
po

ns
e,

 t
he

n 
su

dd
en

ly
 s

to
pp

ed
,

bl
in

ki
ng

.
“O

n
e 

is
 i

n
 a

 c
up

bo
ar

d
 i

n
 y

o
u

r 
gu

es
t 

ro
o

m
 i

n
 t

h
e 

h
al

l 
o

f 
th

e
S

en
sa

te
s,

 a
n

d
 a

no
th

er
 i

s 
on

 t
h

e 
w

al
ls

 o
f 

a 
to

m
b

 s
e

al
ed

 d
ee

p
b

en
ea

th
 

th
e 

ci
ty

 
w

h
er

e 
th

e 
st

o
n

es
 

w
ee

p
. 

T
h

e 
o

th
er

s 
ar

e…
”

B
ef

o
re

 h
e 

co
u

ld
 f

in
is

h,
 h

is
 r

ig
h

t 
fis

t 
ca

m
e 

u
p

 a
nd

 s
m

as
h

ed
 h

im
in

 t
h

e 
fa

ce
, 

ca
u

si
n

g 
h

im
 t

o
 y

o
w

l 
ag

ai
n

. 
H

e 
b

lin
ke

d
 a

nd
 s

ho
o

k
h

is
 h

ea
d

 f
o

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 a

s 
if 

su
rp

ris
ed

 a
t 

h
im

se
lf,

 t
h

en
 s

m
ile

d
u

n
ea

si
ly

.
T

h
at

 w
as

 h
is

 la
st

 m
o

m
en

t 
o

f 
cl

ar
ity

. 
N

o
 m

at
te

r 
h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 I

q
u

es
tio

n
ed

 h
im

, 
I 

go
t 

no
 m

o
re

 a
n

sw
er

s.
 I

n
 f

a
ct

, 
h

e 
d

id
n

’t 
ev

en
se

e
m

 
to

 
re

m
e

m
b

er
 

w
h

at
 

h
e 

h
ad

 
al

re
ad

y 
to

ld
 

m
e 

ab
o

u
t 

th
e

jo
u

rn
al

s.
R

at
h

er
 

th
an

 
sp

en
d 

th
e 

re
st

 
o

f 
th

e 
d

ay
 

in
 

p
oi

n
tle

ss
co

n
ve

rs
at

io
n

, 
I 

tu
rn

ed
 

aw
a

y.
 

M
o

rt
e 

co
m

m
en

te
d

 
o

n
 

B
ar

ki
n

g
W

ild
er

.
“W

el
l, 

th
at

’s
 o

n
e 

tr
ee

 w
ith

 a
 s

n
ap

p
ed

 b
ra

n
ch

 t
oo

 m
an

y.
”

M
o

rt
e 

ro
lle

d
 h

is
 e

ye
s.

 “
N

o
 s

en
se

 i
n

 c
h

at
tin

g 
w

ith
 X

ao
si

te
ct

s,
ch

ie
f. 

T
h

e
y’

re
 a

 b
ar

m
y 

b
u

n
ch

.”
 I

 a
sk

ed
 h

im
 t

o
 e

xp
an

d
 o

n
 t

h
e

X
ao

si
te

ct
s.

“T
h

e
y’

re
 a

 ‘
fa

ct
io

n
’ 

w
h

o
 d

o
n

’t 
h

av
e 

an
y 

ru
le

s…
 e

xc
ep

t
d

o
n’

t 
ke

ep
 o

n
e 

th
o

u
gh

t 
in

 t
h

ei
r 

h
ea

d
 

fo
r 

to
o

 
lo

n
g.

 
T

h
ey

’re
so

m
et

im
es

 c
al

le
d

 ‘
C

h
ao

sm
en

.’ 
N

o
 n

ee
d

 t
o 

ex
p

la
in

 w
h

y.
 T

h
e

y
ju

st
 s

ee
m

 t
o 

at
tr

ac
t 

m
e

m
b

er
s 

lik
e 

fli
es

…
 w

el
l, 

m
e

m
b

er
s 

th
at

 a
re

cr
az

y 
o

r 
ch

ao
tic

 e
n

ou
gh

, 
I 

su
pp

o
se

. 
I 

d
on

’t 
th

in
k 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
an

y
re

cr
u

ite
rs

…
 t

h
ou

gh
 y

o
u

 r
ea

lly
 c

an
’t 

sa
y 

an
yt

h
in

g 
ab

o
u

t 
th

em
 f

o
r

su
re

.”



42
S

m
oldering C

orpse

S
M

O
LD

E
R

IN
G

 C
O

R
P

S
E

A
 tout w

as calling out to passerbys as w
e m

eandered dow
n a

street.
“S

tep
 righ

t u
p

, co
m

e see th
e b

u
rn

in
g m

an
! T

ry to
 p

u
t him

o
u

t, bu
y h

im
 a d

rin
k. H

e’s th
irsty. H

e’s o
n

 fire. H
e’s red

 h
o

t.
C

o
m

e o
n

 in
. C

o
m

e o
n

 in, see w
h

at I m
e

an
!” I p

au
sed

, glan
cin

g
at th

e bu
ild

in
g b

eh
ind

 th
e tou

t. S
eein

g m
e sto

p
, h

e yelled
 to

 m
e.

“C
o

m
e o

n
 in

 cu
tter! C

o
m

e o
n

 in cu
tter, yo

u
’re go

in
’ ta lo

ve
th

is!” T
h

e b
u

ild
in

g w
as e

vid
en

tly a b
ar; th

is seem
ed

 like a go
o

d
p

lace to
 gath

er in
fo

rm
atio

n
. I en

tered
. T

o
 m

y su
rp

rise, th
ere w

as
in

 fact a fla
m

in
g co

rp
se, tw

istin
g in

 m
id

-air ab
o

ve red
 ho

t grills
set in

 th
e floo

r.
T

h
ere w

as a w
o

m
an

 stan
d

in
g n

earb
y, w

ith
 fad

in
g b

ru
ises o

n
h

er face an
d

 arm
s an

d
 a lo

o
k o

f d
esp

airin
g 

lon
gin

g 
in 

h
er

su
n

ken
 eye

s. S
h

e m
igh

t h
ave b

een
 p

retty o
n

ce, b
ut th

o
se d

ays
w

ere lo
n

g ago
. S

h
e tu

rn
ed

 slo
w

ly to
 face m

e. Life p
o

u
red in

to
h

er featu
res, an

d
 th

e sp
ark o

f sard
on

ic ligh
t th

at d
an

ced
 in

 h
er

e
yes n

o
w

 m
ad

e m
e w

o
n

d
er if m

y e
ye

s w
ere d
eceivin

g m
e.

“W
elco

m
e to

 th
e S

m
o

ld
erin

g C
o

rp
se, scarred

 m
an

.”
“W

h
o

 are yo
u

?”
“I? I a

m
 D

ru
silla. A

n
d

 yo
u

 m
u

st b
e clu

eless. D
o

n
’t ask m

e
h

o
w

 
I 

kn
o

w
 

th
at. 

It 
ju

st 
sh

in
es 

o
ff 

yo
u

.” 
Ign

o
rin

g 
th

e
in

terjectio
n, I asked

 a qu
estio

n.
“W

h
at can

 yo
u

 tell m
e ab

o
u

t th
is pl

ace?”
“H

ere? T
h

is is th
e S

m
o

ld
erin

g C
o

rp
se, th

ou
gh

 th
e p

erso
n

sm
o

ld
erin

g ain
’t d

ead
 yet. H

e’s ju
st keep

in
’ him

self alive ‘til
so

m
eo

n
e co

m
es alo

n
g to

 h
elp

 him
 o

u
t. S

o
d

s w
h

o like to
 see

p
eo

p
le in

 p
ain

 co
m

e h
ere. F

ien
d

s like it. F
o

lks w
h

o
 do

n
’t m

u
ch

care fo
r b

ein
’ b

o
th

ered
 co

m
e h

ere to
o

…
 th

e n
am

e alo
n

e keep
s

o
u

t m
o

st o
f th

e b
erks.”

“W
h

o
 is th

at b
u

rn
in

g b
y th

e en
tryw

a
y?

” T
h

at d
esp

air I saw
o

n
 h

er face b
e

fo
re flitted

 acro
ss it again

 like a b
lack-w

in
ged

sh
ad

o
w

 b
efo

re sh
e m

astered
 h

erself.
“T

h
at’s Ign

u
s, o

n
e o

f th
e greatest w

izard
s ever to

 co
m

e o
u

t
o

f th
is slu

m
m

y e
xcu

se fo
r a cessp

o
o

l. T
h

ey cau
gh

t h
im

 an
d

 th
ey

o
p

en
ed a ch

ann
el to th

e p
lan

e o
f F

ire th
rou

gh
 h

im
, an

d
 no

w
 h

e’s
ju

st a do
o

rw
a

y fo
r it, keep

in
’ h

im
self alive b

y fo
rce o

’ w
ill

alo
n

e. If so
m

eo
n

e co
u

ld do
u

se him
 fo

r a fe
w

 m
o

m
en

ts, it'd
 give

S
igil
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M
eb

b
eth no

dd
ed

 —
 every m

o
vem

en
t w

as p
ain

ed
. “A

ye, m
y

p
recio

u
s o

n
e…

” S
h

e w
in

ced
 as sh

e to
o

k a b
reath

. “S
eein

g ye
h

ere…
 it is like an

 echo
. Little tim

e re
m

ain
s…

 th
e th

read
s, th

ese
R

avels…
 th

e
y are u

n
ravelin

g as w
e sp

ea
k.”

“A
re yo

u
 in

 p
ain

?”
S

h
e no

dd
ed

. “Y
es…

 yet it is th
e iron

y w
h

ich
 h

u
rts th

e
m

o
st…

” S
h

e gave a sickly sm
ile. “A

n
 a

ct o
f kin

d
n

ess, th
rice

rep
aid

…
 it is th

e w
a

y o
f th

e P
lan

es th
at m

y fe
w

 acts o
f kin

d
n

ess
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e th
e d

eath
 o

f m
e.” S

h
e lau

gh
ed

 so
ftly. “Y

et I h
ave n

o
regrets…

”
“I h

ave q
u

estio
n

s, M
ebb

eth
. C

an
 yo

u
 t—

”
S

h
e h

eld
 up

 h
er h

and
 to

 silen
ce m

e. “P
recio

u
s m

an
…

 I
w

o
u

ld
 h

ave ye h
ear m

e, th
is last tim

e…
”

“V
ery w

ell…
”

“P
reciou

s m
an

…
” S

h
e sigh

ed
. “A

ll’s I w
ish

ed
 to

 do
 w

as set
th

e Lad
y fre

e o
f h

er C
age…

 fo
r ye, all’s I w

ish
ed

 fo
r ye w

as to
live…

 an
d

 fo
r m

e d
au

gh
ter, I…

” S
h

e sigh
ed. “T

h
ere is a sa

yin
g

o
n

 th
e P

lan
es…

 th
at a h

ag’s kin
d

n
ess is cru

eler…
 th

an
 h

er h
ate,

an
d

 po
ison

s all it tou
ch

es…
” I th

ou
gh

t to
 m

yself, th
at w

e h
ad

seen
 th

e tru
th

 o
f th

at. B
ut th

at w
as o

n
ly a m

o
m

en
tary th

o
u

gh
t,

an
d

 un
w

o
rth

y o
f th

e R
avel I h

ad
 co

m
e to

 kn
o

w
. I sh

ared
 m

y
tru

e tho
u

gh
ts w

ith
 th

e sliver o
f R

avel b
efo

re m
e.

“I'm
 so

rry th
in

gs tu
rn

ed ou
t as it did

. If I co
uld

 h
ave saved

yo
u

, I —
”

“I a
m

 d
yin

g n
o

w
…

” S
h

e b
lin

ked
 h

er rh
eu

m
y e

yes. “M
y

en
d

…
 it’s travelin

g fro
m

 all o
f tim

e’s d
irectio

n
s, all o

f R
avel’s

th
read

s are u
n

ravelin
g…

” S
h

e co
u

gh
ed

. “Y
et…

” H
er gra

y e
yes

lo
cked

 u
po

n m
e. “M

a
yh

ap
 n

o
t all is lo

st…
 o

n
e o

f m
y b

lack-
b

arb
ed

 seed
s fro

m
 th

e m
aze…

 d
id

 ye b
rin

g o
n

e w
ith

 ye?
”

“Y
es. H

ere.”
“A

h
…

” S
h

e to
o

k th
e seed

 gin
gerly, an

d
 sh

e slip
p

ed it in
to

h
er gra

yin
g lo

cks. “S
o

 th
e U

nity-o
f-R

in
gs is served

…
” W

ith
 a

flickerin
g glan

ce, sh
e raised

 h
er h

and
 and

 b
ecko

n
ed m

e to
 co

m
e

clo
ser. I step

p
ed

 clo
se to

 h
er, kn

eeled
 do

w
n

.
S

h
e 

w
h

isp
ered

 
so

m
eth

in
g 

so
ftly 

u
n

d
er 

h
er 

b
reath, 

th
en

clasp
ed

 m
y h

ead
 in

 h
er h

and
s and

 placed
 a p

ap
er-th

in kiss u
po

n
m

y fo
reh

ead
. I clo

sed
 m

y e
yes a

s h
er lip

s to
u

ch
ed

 m
y skin

…
“M

a
y 

th
e 

P
lan

es 
receive 

yo
u

 
kin

d
ly, 

M
eb

b
eth

.” 
I

m
u

rm
u

red
.

W
h

en
 I o

p
en

ed
 m

y e
yes, M

eb
b

eth
 w

as go
n

e. T
h

e tears I d
id

n
o

t kno
w

 I h
ad

 w
h

en
 I sto

od
 o

ver R
avel’s b

od
y flo

w
ed

 freely
n

o
w

, ru
nn

in
g d

o
w

n
 m

y ch
ee

ks.
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0

S
ig

il

S
IG

IL

W
e 

w
er

e 
ba

ck
 i

n 
Si

gi
l. 

T
he

re
 w

er
e 

st
il

l 
ta

sk
s 

I 
ne

ed
ed

 t
o

co
m

pl
et

e 
be

fo
re

 I
 a

tt
em

pt
ed

 to
 r

ea
ch

 th
e 

F
or

tr
es

s 
of

 R
eg

re
ts

.
In

 p
ar

tic
u

la
r,

 I
 r

em
e

m
b

er
ed

 t
h

at
 

R
av

el
 

h
ad

 
‘b

ra
n

ch
in

gs
’

h
er

e 
in

 S
ig

il,
 t

h
at

 I
 h

ad
 a

lre
ad

y 
m

et
. 

It 
w

as
 p

o
ss

ib
le

 t
h

at
 s

h
e 

w
as

n
o

t 
ac

tu
al

ly
 d

ea
d

. 
I 

h
u

rr
ie

d
 t

o
 o

ld
 M

eb
b

et
h

, 
in

 R
ag

p
ic

ke
r’s

S
q

u
ar

e,
 w

h
o

 I 
kn

ew
 t

o
 b

e 
a 

p
ie

ce
 o

f R
av

el
.

A
s 

I 
en

te
re

d
, 

M
eb

b
et

h 
lo

o
ke

d
 u

p
, 

h
er

 f
ac

e 
as

h
en

…
 s

h
e

lo
o

ke
d

 i
ll.

 A
s 

I 
w

at
ch

ed
, 

cr
ea

se
s 

sp
re

ad
 a

cr
o

ss
 t

h
e 

fo
ld

s 
o

f 
h

er
fa

ce
 li

ke
 c

ra
ck

s,
 a

n
d

 h
er

 g
ra

y 
e

ye
s 

fli
ck

er
ed

, 
as

 if
 h

av
in

g 
tr

o
u

bl
e

fo
cu

si
n

g 
o

n
 m

e.
“M

eb
b

et
h

, a
re

 y
o

u
 a

ll 
rig

h
t?

”
“A

ye
…

” 
S

h
e 

sm
ile

d
 w

ea
kl

y,
 a

n
d

 h
er

 v
o

ic
e 

w
as

 s
cr

at
ch

y,
 a

s
if 

tr
yi

n
g 

to
 f

o
rc

e 
its

 w
a

y 
p

as
t 

la
ye

rs
 o

f 
d

u
st

. 
W

h
en

 s
h

e 
sp

o
ke

, 
it

w
a

s 
lik

e 
an

 e
ch

o
. 

“I
 h

av
e…

 a
 li

tt
le

 lo
n

ge
r…

”
“M

eb
b

et
h

…
 d

id
 y

o
u

 kn
ow

 y
o

u
 w

er
e 

R
av

el
?”

S
h

e 
to

o
k 

a 
d

ee
p

 b
re

at
h

…
 h

er
 w

o
rd

s 
ca

m
e 

sl
o

w
ly

, 
h

er
 v

o
ic

e
ra

tt
lin

g 
in

 h
er

 t
h

ro
at

. 
“M

ay
h

ap
…

 M
eb

b
et

h
 h

as
 f

o
rg

o
tt

en
 h

er
se

lf
m

an
y 

tim
es

 o
ve

r…
 I

 h
av

e 
d

re
a

m
ed

 t
h

at
 I

 w
as

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

el
se

…
”

E
ac

h
 w

o
rd

 w
as

 h
ea

vi
er

 t
h

an
 t

h
e 

la
st

, 
as

 i
f 

ce
n

tu
rie

s 
o

f 
w

ei
gh

t
w

er
e 

p
re

ss
in

g 
d

o
w

n
 o

n 
th

em
. 

H
er

 b
o

d
y 

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 s
h

ift
 s

lig
h

tly
,

as
 if

 w
an

tin
g 

to
 re

la
x,

 le
t 

go
.

“H
o

w
 c

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 n
ot

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

o
 y

o
u

 a
re

?”
“H

o
w

 i
s 

it 
ye

 d
o

 n
o

t 
kn

o
w

 y
er

se
lf?

” 
M

eb
b

et
h

 l
ic

ke
d

 h
er

lip
s.

 “
M

an
y 

th
in

gs
…

 e
ve

n
 b

its
 o

f 
th

e 
se

lf…
 t

h
ey

 f
al

l 
th

ro
u

gh
m

e
m

o
ry

’s
 c

ra
ck

s,
 s

h
ad

o
w

s 
o

f 
th

in
gs

 f
o

rg
o

tt
en

, 
th

es
e 

m
e

m
o

ry
th

in
g-

p
ie

ce
s,

 m
a

yb
e 

b
ad

…
 m

a
yb

e 
g

o
o

d
.”

“B
u

t 
w

h
y 

M
eb

b
et

h
? 

W
h

y 
th

e 
d

is
gu

is
e 

w
h

en
 y

o
u

 c
o

u
ld

 h
av

e
b

ee
n

 R
av

el
 a

ga
in

?”
“H

er
e,

 in
 t

h
is

 p
la

ce
, 

al
l I

 d
id

 w
as

 t
h

e 
m

en
d

in
’ o

f 
th

in
gs

 a
n

d
b

o
di

es
, 

se
tt

in
’ 

b
on

es
, 

d
el

iv
er

in
’ 

b
ab

es
…

 i
n

 a
ll 

th
es

e 
th

in
gs

, 
I

w
a

s 
co

n
te

n
t.

” 
S

h
e 

si
gh

ed
. 

“A
s 

fo
r 

b
ei

n
g 

th
at

 
ot

he
r,

 
th

at
R

av
el

…
” 

S
h

e 
lic

ke
d

 
h

er
 

lip
s 

ag
ai

n
. 

“I
 

th
in

k…
 

ye
 

ta
ke

 
fo

r
gr

an
te

d
 w

h
at

 a
 c

o
m

fo
rt

 i
t 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e,

 o
ft 

tim
es

, 
to

 m
is

p
la

ce
 a

m
e

m
o

ry
 o

r 
tw

o
.”

“I
 w

a
sn

’t 
su

re
 i

f 
yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
h

er
e,

 M
eb

b
et

h
, 

af
te

r 
w

h
at

h
ap

p
en

ed
…

”

S
m

ol
de

ri
ng

 C
or

ps
e
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h
im

 h
is

 li
fe

 b
ac

k 
a

ga
in

 —
 b

u
t 

th
ey

 d
o

n
’t 

m
ak

e 
en

o
u

gh
 w

at
er

 t
o

d
o

 t
h

at
.”

 I
 c

on
si

d
er

ed
 t

h
e 

b
u

rn
in

g 
co

rp
se

 a
 m

o
m

en
t.

 I
t 

se
em

ed
to

 m
e 

th
er

e 
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e 
so

m
e 

w
a

y…
 n

ev
er

 m
in

d
.

“W
h

at
’s

 
yo

u
r 

co
n

n
ec

tio
n

 
to

 
h

im
?”

 
H

er
 

vo
ic

e 
in

 
re

p
ly

p
ra

ct
ic

al
ly

 t
h

ro
bb

ed
 w

ith
 a

 d
ee

p
 a

ch
e.

“I
 w

a
s 

Ig
n

u
s’

 lo
ve

r 
an

d
 h

e,
 m

y 
b

el
o

ve
d

. 
H

e 
lo

ve
d

 t
h

e 
fla

m
e

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 m
e 

an
d

 n
o

w
 h

e 
h

as
 b

ec
o

m
e 

th
e 

fla
m

e 
—

 a
n

d
 b

ec
au

se
I 

lo
ve

 h
im

, 
I 

lo
ve

 t
h

e 
fla

m
e…

 b
u

t 
th

at
’s

 a
ll 

do
n

e 
w

ith
 n

o
w

. 
N

o
w

I 
w

ai
t 

fo
r 

h
im

 t
o

 d
o

u
se

 h
im

se
lf.

 I
 s

el
l w

h
at

 li
tt

le
 I

 h
av

e 
ju

st
 s

o
 I

ca
n

 b
e 

n
ea

r 
h

im
.”

I 
tu

rn
ed

 
aw

a
y 

fr
o

m
 

h
er

 
so

rr
o

w
, 

h
ea

d
in

g 
o

ve
r 

to
 

th
e

b
ar

te
n

d
er

. 
I 

sa
w

 a
 le

at
h

er
-s

ki
n

n
ed

 m
an

 w
ith

 j
u

st
 a

 h
in

t 
o

f 
as

h
en

co
lo

r 
to

 h
is

 f
ac

e.
 H

is
 t

ee
th

 s
ee

m
ed

 s
h

ar
p

er
 t

h
an

 n
o

rm
al

, 
an

d
 h

is
e

ye
s 

w
er

e 
fil

le
d

 w
ith

 t
h

e 
bo

re
do

m
 t

h
at

 c
o

m
es

 w
ith

 h
av

in
g 

se
en

to
o

 m
u

ch
. 

H
is

 v
o

ic
e 

w
as

 n
as

al
 a

n
d

 c
lip

p
ed

.
“Y

o
u

 a
ga

in
, 

eh
? 

W
h

ad
d

ya
 w

an
t 

th
is

 ti
m

e?
”

“ 
‘Y

o
u

 
ag

ai
n

?’
 

W
h

at
 

d
o 

yo
u

 
m

e
an

?”
 

I 
sp

o
ke

 
w

ith
re

si
gn

at
io

n
, 

si
n

ce
 I 

h
ad

 b
ee

n
 r

ec
o

gn
iz

ed
 y

et
 a

ga
in

.
“Y

ea
h

, 
‘y

o
u

 
ag

ai
n

'. 
Y

o
u

 
go

t 
a 

h
ea

rin
g 

p
ro

b
le

m
 

o
r

so
m

et
h

in
g 

n
o

w
? 

Y
o

u
 w

as
 in

 h
er

e 
‘b

ou
t 

fif
te

en
 y

ea
rs

 a
go

, 
go

t 
al

l
b

u
bb

ed
 u

p,
 s

m
as

h
ed

 u
p

 t
h

e 
p

la
ce

, 
an

d
 l

ef
t 

a 
p

ile
 o

’ 
co

in
 t

h
at

w
a

sn
’t 

en
o

u
gh

 t
o 

p
ay

 f
o

r 
th

e 
d

am
a

ge
s.

 S
o

 y
o

u
 p

lu
ck

ed
 o

u
t 

yo
u

r
o

w
n

 b
le

ed
in

’ 
ey

eb
al

l 
an

d
 t

el
ls

 m
e 

yo
u

'll
 b

e 
b

ac
k 

to
 r

ec
la

im
 i

t
w

h
en

 y
o

u
 g

o
t 

tw
o

 h
u

nd
re

d
 c

o
in

s 
to

ge
th

er
. 

W
ith

 f
ift

ee
n

 y
ea

rs
 o

f
in

te
re

st
, 

yo
u

 g
o

t 
ab

o
u

t 
fiv

e 
h

un
d

re
d 

co
in

s.
 Y

ou
 g

o
t 

th
e 

jin
k,

 p
al

,
I g

o
t 

yo
u

r 
ey

e.
”

“F
iv

e 
h

u
nd

re
d

? 
T

h
at

’s
 

rid
ic

ul
ou

s!
” 

H
e 

p
au

se
d

 
fo

r 
a

m
o

m
en

t,
 c

o
n

si
d

er
in

g.
“T

h
at

 i
t 

is
. 

T
el

l 
yo

u
 w

h
at

. 
G

iv
e 

m
e 

th
re

e 
h

u
n

d
re

d
, 

an
d 

th
e

e
ye

’s
 y

o
u

rs
.”

 S
o

m
et

h
in

g 
p

ro
m

p
te

d
 m

e 
to

 a
gr

ee
.

“I
t’s

 a
 d

ea
l. 

H
er

e’
s 

yo
u

r 
m

o
n

e
y.

”
“I

t’s
 a

 d
ea

l.”
 H

e 
p

ro
d

u
ce

d
 a

 d
ar

ke
n

ed
, 

w
ax

-s
to

p
p

er
ed

, 
w

id
e-

m
o

u
th

 
bo

tt
le

 
fr

o
m

 
h

is
 

p
o

ck
et

. 
I 

h
ea

rd
 

th
e 

so
un

d
 

o
f 

liq
ui

d
sl

o
sh

in
g 

ar
ou

nd
 i

n
si

d
e 

it,
 a

lo
n

g 
w

ith
 a

 h
ea

vi
er

, 
sq

u
is

h
ie

r 
no

is
e.

O
p

en
in

g 
it,

 t
h

e 
st

en
ch

 o
f 

so
m

e 
so

rt
 o

f 
p

re
se

rv
at

iv
e 

a
ge

n
t 

n
ea

rl
y

m
ad

e 
m

e 
ga

g.
 F

lo
at

in
g 

in
 t

h
e 

vi
sc

id
 m

u
ck

 w
a

s 
an

 
e

ye
b

al
l.

“Y
o

u
'd

 b
et

te
r 

fig
u

re
 o

ut
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 w

an
t 

to
 d

o 
w

ith
 t

h
at

…
 n

o
w

yo
u

'v
e 

ex
p

o
se

d
 it

 t
o

 t
h

e 
ai

r,
 y

o
u

 m
ig

h
t 

as
 w

el
l p

u
t 

a 
p

ic
kl

ed
 e

gg
in

 t
h

e 
ja

r 
fo

r 
al

l 
th

e 
go

o
d 

it'
ll 

do
 y

o
u

. 
M

ak
e 

u
p

 y
o

u
r 

m
in

d
,

cu
tt

er
…

 p
ic

kl
ed

 e
gg

 o
r 

no
t?

”
F

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t 

I 
st

ar
ed

 a
t 

th
e 

ey
eb

al
l, 

u
n

ab
le

 t
o

 b
el

ie
ve

 I
 h

ad
sp

en
t 

n
ea

rl
y 

al
l m

y 
re

m
ai

n
in

g 
m

o
n

e
y 

fo
r 

it.
 T

h
en

 I
 a

ct
ed

, 
b

ef
o

re
I 

co
u

ld
 th

in
k 

m
ys

el
f i

n
to

 in
ac

tio
n

.
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S

m
oldering C

orpse

I reached into m
y socket and popped m

y eye into the palm
of m

y hand. T
he bartender helpfully severed the optic nerve,

and directed m
y hand to the jar of goo that sat on the bar. I

deposited 
m

y 
eye 

in 
the 

preservative, 
w

rapped 
m

y 
fingers

around the old one, and slid it into m
y em

pty socket. T
he pain

of this entire operation w
as incredible. A

fter a m
om

ent, though,
I co

u
ld

 feel th
e o

ptic n
erve reattach

in
g itself to

 th
is n

ew
 e

ye…
an

d
 sud

d
enly, I w

as h
it b

y a fla
sh

 o
f m

e
m

o
ry!

M
em

o
ry flash

: A
 vast e

xp
an

se o
f ch

ao
tic, ever-ch

an
gin

g
w

a
stelan

d
 stretch

in
g b

efo
re m

e, a gro
u

p
 o

f h
u

m
an

o
id vu

ltu
res

p
lu

m
m

etin
g to

w
ard

 m
e, cru

el w
eap

o
n

s read
y to

 strike, an
d

 m
y

o
w

n
 sh

in
in

g b
lad

e clu
tch

ed
 tigh

t in m
y fist…

M
em

o
ry flash

: T
h

ree to
u

gh
s su

rro
un

d
ed

 m
e, in

 th
e co

lo
rs o

f
an

 en
em

y I co
u

ld
n

’t q
u

ite p
lace. Lo

n
g d

aggers glisten
ed

 in
 th

eir
h

an
d

s, an
d

 th
e light glin

ted cru
elly fro

m
 th

eir exp
o

sed
 teeth

. I
glan

ced
 at m

y scarred
 h

an
d

s, an
d kn

ew
 th

at so
on

 th
ey w

o
u

ld
 b

e
co

vered
 in

 b
lo

od
…

M
em

o
ry 

flash
: 

A
n

 
en

o
rm

o
u

s 
fro

g-like 
creatu

re 
ca

m
e

b
o

un
din

g o
ver/th

ro
u

gh/un
d

er ch
ao

s-stu
ff, h

ead
ed

 fo
r m

e w
ith

 a
m

o
u

th
 fu

ll o
f teeth

. I h
u

rled
 m

y javelin
 th

ro
u

gh th
e shiftin

g
m

atter an
d

 p
in

n
ed th

e creatu
re to

 a sud
d

en
 ston

e p
lin

th
…

I realized
 I h

ad
 recalled

 so
m

e o
f m

y lo
st figh

tin
g skills.

I asked
 m

o
re q

u
estion

s o
f th

e b
arkeep

, w
h

o
 w

as n
a

m
ed

B
arkis. T

h
ere w

ere n
u

m
ero

u
s cu

sto
m

ers in
 th

e b
ar, in

clud
in

g a
co

u
p

le o
f fien

d
s, an

d
 I asked

 h
im

 w
h

o
 m

igh
t h

elp
 m

e. H
e ga

ve
m

e a sh
o

rt list o
f th

e p
atro

n
s w

h
o

 m
igh

t b
e ab

le to
 h

elp
, an

d
 I

m
o

ved
 o

u
t to

 talk to
 th

em
.

I saw
 a sligh

tly sto
o

p
ed

 old
 m

an
 w

ith
 a fu

ll gre
y b

eard
 an

d
 a

lio
n

’s m
an

e o
f gre

y h
air. H

e w
o

re a co
u

p
le o

f sh
o

u
ld

er gu
ard

s
as arm

o
r, an

d
 h

e kep
t a h

elm
et n

earb
y. H

e sm
o

ked
 a p

ip
e and

carried
 a p

ou
ch

 o
f tob

acco
 aro
u

n
d

 h
is w

aist. H
e loo

ked
 p

retty
stro

n
g, bu

t h
e w

as a little p
lu

m
p

 an
d also

 app
eared

 to h
ave so

m
e

so
rt o

f b
reath

in
g trou

b
le.

“W
ell, n

o
w

, aren
’t you a sigh

t, lad
! N

ever h
ave I se

en
 so

m
an

y scars b
lan

ketin
g a fella —

 like a scar clo
ak ye’re w

e
arin

g
!

W
h

ere 
yo

u
 

b
een

 
—

 
h

an
gin

g 
ou

t 
in 

a 
grain

 
th

resh
er?!” 

H
e

lau
gh

ed
. “O

h
, I'm

 ju
st jestin

g w
ith

 ye, lad
, no

 o
ffen

se m
e

an
t an

d
I h

op
e no

 o
ffen

se taken
. I'm

 E
b

b
.” H

e exten
d

ed
 h

is h
and

.
“G

reetin
gs, E

b
b

.” H
is h

an
d

sh
ake w

as firm
.

“N
o

w
, I h

ereb
y ten

d
er m

y ap
o

lo
gies fo

r th
e u

n
fair jestin

g,
lad

. H
op

e no
 h

ard
 feelin

gs; can
 I b

u
y yo

u
 a tan

kard
 o

r tw
o

 o
f

so
m

eth
in

g to
 sm

o
o

th
 an

y ru
ffled

 feath
ers?” I h

ad
n

’t taken
 an

y
o

ffen
se, an

d
 no

dd
ed

 agree
m

en
t.

T
rias T

he B
etrayer

409

“P
o

w
erfu

l is th
at on

e. Y
o

u
 sh

all n
ot b

est h
im

, an
d

 yo
u

 sh
all

n
o

t b
e ab

le to
 w

rest yo
u

r m
o

rtality fro
m

 h
is co

ld
 grip. It is lo

st
to

 yo
u

. Y
ou

 h
ave em

b
arked

 o
n

 an
 erran

d un
d

ertaken
 on

ly b
y

fo
o

ls.”
“F

o
o

lish
 I m

a
y b

e, b
u

t I w
ill kn

o
w

 m
o

re ab
o

u
t th

is keep
er.”

“A
 m

an
’s m

o
rtality is a co

m
p

ass th
at p

o
in

ts h
is w

ay in
 life.

If it m
a

y b
e gra

sp
ed

 like an
 ob

ject, m
u

ch
 can

 b
e learn

ed ab
ou

t
th

e n
ature o

f th
e m

an
 it w

as to
rn

 fro
m

. Y
o

u
r ad

versary kn
o

w
s

m
o

re ab
o

u
t yo

u
 th

an yo
u

 w
ill ever kn

o
w

. H
e h

as w
atch

ed
 yo

u
an

d
 stud

ied yo
u

 acro
ss m

an
y o

f yo
u

r h
alf-lives. I kn

o
w

 h
is

h
eart. H

e w
ill n

o
t retu

rn th
at w

h
ich

 yo
u

 seek.”
“W

h
at w

ill yo
u

 d
o

 w
h

en
 I h

ave left yo
u

, T
rias?

”
“I sh

all on
ce again

 atte
m

p
t to

 levy a h
o

st again
st th

e gates
o

f P
arad

ise. T
h

ey w
ill n

o
t h

ave m
e b

a
ck, an

d
 th

ere is no
 o

th
er

p
u

rp
o

se to m
y e

xisten
ce.”

“T
rias, h

ave yo
u

 fo
rgo

tten
 th

e face o
f yo

u
r fath

er?”
“W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 m

ean
?”

“T
h

e U
p

p
er P

lan
es are th

e ho
m

e o
f ju

stice, b
eau

ty, an
d

go
o

d
n

ess. T
h

ey are also
 h

o
m

e to
 fo

rgiven
ess. G

o
 h

o
m

e. A
d

m
it

yo
u

r erro
r an

d
 b

eg fo
rgiven

ess.”
H

e o
p

en
ed

 h
is m

o
u

th fo
r an

 an
gry reto

rt…
 an

d
 p

au
sed

,
refle

ctin
g. H

e b
o

w
ed

 h
is h

ead. “Y
o

u sp
eak co

n
vin

cin
g w

o
rd

s,
m

o
rtal, 

an
d

 
th

eir 
w

isd
o

m
 

p
ierces 

m
e. 

I 
sh

all 
seek 

th
e

fo
rgiven

ess 
o

f 
m

y 
fath

ers, 
an

d
 

accep
t 

an
y 

retrib
u

tio
n

 
th

ey
ch

o
o

se. If w
e m

e
et again

, it is m
y h

o
p

e th
at I w

ill b
e red

eem
ed

.”
T

rias m
e

an
t w

h
at h

e said
 n

o
w

. W
h

eth
er h

e w
o

u
ld

 fo
llo

w
th

rou
gh

, o
r 

con
vin

ce 
h

im
self 

to
 

b
etray 

h
is 

w
o

rd
 

as 
h

e 
h

ad
b

etrayed
 

so
 

m
an

y 
o

th
ers 

I 
d

id
 

no
t 

kno
w

. 
I 

h
ad

 
a 

p
ressin

g
en

gage
m

en
t; w

e retu
rn

ed
 th

rou
gh

 th
e po

rtal to
 S

igil.
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T
ri

as
 T

he
 B

et
ra

ye
r

B
es

id
es

, 
R

av
el

 w
as

 a
lr

ea
dy

 d
ea

d.
 I

 c
ou

ld
 n

ot
 a

ff
or

d 
to

 l
os

e 
an

y
m

or
e 

so
ur

ce
s 

of
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
in

 c
as

e 
I 

fo
rg

ot
 a

ga
in

.
“I

 v
o

w
 t

o
 s

p
ar

e 
yo

u
r 

lif
e 

if 
yo

u
 g

iv
e 

m
e 

th
e 

kn
o

w
le

d
g

e 
I

se
ek

.” “T
h

e 
p

o
rt

al
 t

o 
th

e 
p

la
ce

 y
o

u
 s

ee
k 

lie
s 

w
ith

in
 t

h
e 

to
ru

s 
ab

o
ve

th
e 

sp
ir

e,
 i

n
 t

h
e 

ci
ty

 o
f 

S
ig

il,
 t

h
e 

C
ity

 o
f 

D
o

o
rs

. 
In

 t
h

at
 c

ity
,

th
er

e 
is

 a
 p

la
ce

 w
h

er
e 

th
e 

d
ea

d
 o

f y
o

u
r 

ki
n

d
 a

re
 t

ak
en

…
”

“Y
o

u
 m

ea
n

 t
h

e M
or

tu
ar

y?
”

“I
t 

is
 w

h
er

e 
yo

u
 a

w
o

ke
 o

f 
la

te
, 

is
 i

t 
n

ot
? 

T
h

e 
p

la
n

es
 s

ee
m

fil
le

d
 w

ith
 s

u
ch

 ir
on

ie
s 

o
f l

at
e.

 S
o

 
cl

os
e 

yo
u

 w
er

e,
 t

h
en

…
”

“W
h

at
 is

 t
h

e 
ke

y?
”

“T
h

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

 o
f 

R
eg

re
ts

 i
s 

m
o

rt
ar

ed
 w

ith
 t

ea
rs

, 
an

d
 l

ik
e

ca
lls

 
to

 
lik

e.
 

T
o

 
en

te
r 

th
e 

F
o

rt
re

ss
, 

yo
u

 
m

u
st

 
co

n
tr

ib
u

te
so

m
et

h
in

g 
to

 i
t.

 W
h

en
 y

o
u

 p
as

s 
n

ea
r 

th
e 

p
o

rt
al

, 
sh

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

ca
rr

y 
re

gr
et

 i
n

 y
o

u
r 

m
in

d
, 

yo
u

 w
ill

 f
e

el
 t

h
e 

p
re

se
n

ce
 o

f 
th

e
p

o
rt

al
, l

ik
e 

th
e 

co
ld

 e
m

b
ra

ce
 o

f d
ea

th
.”

“W
h

ile
 t

h
is

 c
h

ill
 b

at
h

es
 y

o
u

, 
yo

u
 m

u
st

 t
ea

r 
o

ff 
a 

sc
ra

p
 o

f
yo

u
r 

o
w

n
 s

ki
n

, 
an

d
 w

ri
te

 a
 r

eg
re

t 
u

p
on

 i
t 

w
ith

 b
lo

od
 f

ro
m

 y
o

u
r

le
ft 

in
d

ex
 f

in
ge

r.
 T

h
e 

p
o

rt
al

 w
ill

 o
p

en
, 

an
d

 y
o

u
 c

an
 d

is
co

ve
r 

th
e

tr
u

th
 b

eh
in

d 
th

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

 o
f 

R
eg

re
ts

 —
 a

n
d

 p
er

h
ap

s 
m

ee
t 

its
ke

ep
er

.”
“H

o
w

 d
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
is

?”
“M

an
y 

al
lia

n
ce

s 
h

av
e 

I 
so

u
gh

t 
ac

ro
ss

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
. 

M
y 

se
ar

ch
b

ro
u

gh
t 

m
e 

to
 t

h
e 

F
o

rt
re

ss
, 

w
h

er
e 

I 
sp

o
ke

 t
o

 it
s 

lo
rd

 a
nd

 k
ee

p
er

o
f 

its
 s

h
ad

o
w

ed
 h

al
ls

. 
N

o
 d

o
ub

t 
yo

u
 s

ho
u

ld
 w

is
h

 t
o 

re
tu

rn
 t

o
S

ig
il 

no
w

. 
T

h
e 

b
lo

od
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
o

n
 y

o
u

r 
h

an
d

s 
sh

al
l 

ac
t 

as
 t

h
e

ke
y 

to
 t

h
is

 p
o

rt
al

; 
si

m
p

ly
 s

te
p

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

d
oo

r 
b

y 
w

h
ic

h
 y

o
u

en
te

re
d

, 
an

d
 y

o
u

 s
h

al
l r

et
u

rn
.”

“W
h

at
 c

an
 y

o
u

 t
el

l m
e 

o
f t

h
e 

F
o

rt
re

ss
?”

“I
ts

 h
al

ls
 a

re
 d

ar
k 

an
d

 s
ee

m
 e

m
p

ty
 —

 b
u

t 
lik

e 
yo

u
, 

it 
d

ra
w

s
to

rm
en

te
d

 s
o

u
ls

 t
o

 i
t 

lik
e 

a 
lo

d
es

to
n

e.
 L

ik
e 

yo
u

, 
it 

is
 e

m
p

ty
 a

n
d

ye
t 

fu
ll 

o
f 

tim
e’

s 
ca

st
-o

ffs
. 

Li
ke

 
yo

u
, 

it 
is

 
a 

m
o

n
u

m
en

t 
to

to
rm

en
t.

 S
h

al
l 

I 
te

ll 
yo

u
 o

f 
th

es
e 

so
ul

s,
 w

an
d

er
er

?”
 A

t 
m

y 
n

o
d

,
h

e 
co

n
tin

u
ed

, h
is

 b
lo

o
d

y 
sm

ile
 w

id
en

in
g.

“T
h

e
y 

ar
e 

th
e 

so
u

ls
 o

f 
th

o
se

 w
h

o
 d

ie
d

 i
n

 y
o

u
r 

p
la

ce
. 

T
h

ey
h

av
e 

b
ec

o
m

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s 

th
at

 
yo

u
 

m
a

y 
liv

e.
 

T
h

e
y 

ar
e 

yo
ur

sh
ad

o
w

s,
 t

h
e 

sh
ad

es
 y

o
u

 c
as

t 
u

po
n 

ex
is

te
n

ce
, 

an
d

 t
h

ey
 w

ill
 f

in
d

yo
u

, 
w

an
d

er
er

, 
an

d
 t

h
ey

 w
ill

 m
ak

e 
yo

u
 s

u
ffe

r 
fo

r 
th

ei
r 

to
rm

en
ts

.
Y

o
u

 w
ill

 r
ec

ei
ve

 y
o

u
r 

d
u

e 
at

 t
h

ei
r 

h
an

d
s,

 y
o

u
 a

n
d

 t
h

o
se

 w
h

o
 a

re
fo

o
lis

h
 e

no
u

gh
 t

o
 a

cc
o

m
p

an
y 

yo
u

.”
 I

 h
ad

 a
lre

ad
y 

le
ar

n
ed

 t
h

is
tr

ifl
e 

o
f 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 
fr

o
m

 
th

e 
P

ill
ar

 
o

f 
S

ku
lls

, 
as

 
h

ad
 

m
y

co
m

p
an

io
n

s 
if 

h
e 

so
u

gh
t 

to
 d

ri
ve

 a
 w

ed
ge

 b
et

w
ee

n
 u

s.
“I

'm
 s

u
re

. 
W

h
at

 c
an

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
o

f t
h

is
 k

ee
p

er
?”

S
m

ol
de

ri
ng

 C
or

ps
e
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“T
h

at
’s

 t
h

e 
sp

ir
it,

 l
ad

! 
B

id
e 

a 
m

o
m

en
t.

” 
H

e 
ro

se
 t

o
 h

is
 f

ee
t

an
d

 h
ea

d
ed

 t
o 

th
e 

b
ar

. 
A

fte
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 h
e 

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 h
is

 s
ea

t
w

ith
 a

 p
ai

r 
o

f 
ta

n
ka

rd
s.

 “
H

er
e 

yo
u

 g
o

, 
la

d.
 D

rin
k 

u
p

!”
 H

e 
to

o
k 

a
m

as
si

ve
 s

w
al

lo
w

 f
ro

m
 h

is
 o

w
n

 t
an

ka
rd

, 
pu

ffe
d

 o
n

 h
is

 p
ip

e,
 a

n
d

sa
id

, 
“W

h
at

 c
an

 o
l’ 

E
b

b 
do

 fo
r 

yo
u

 o
n 

th
is

 fi
n

e 
S

ig
il 

d
ay

?”
“I

 h
ad

 s
o

m
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

ab
ou

t t
h

is
 p

la
ce

.”
“O

h
, 

w
el

l 
I 

ga
th

er
ed

 t
h

at
, 

je
st

 t
o

 l
oo

k 
at

 y
o

u
. 

I 
m

ea
n

, 
yo

u
d

o
n’

t 
lo

o
k 

lik
e 

yo
u

’re
 f

ro
m

 a
ro

u
n

d 
th

es
e 

p
ar

ts
, 

la
d

…
 y

o
u

 lo
o

k 
a

lit
tle

 t
oo

 o
u

t 
o

f 
so

rt
s 

to
 b

e 
a 

se
as

o
n

ed
 n

at
iv

e!
” 

E
b

b
 c

hu
ck

le
d

,
th

en
 t

o
o

k 
an

o
th

er
 d

rin
k.

 “
S

o
 w

h
at

 c
an

 I
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
 w

ith
, 

la
d

? 
Y

o
u

n
ee

d
 t

o 
kn

o
w

 t
h

e 
la

y 
o

f t
h

e 
la

n
d

?”
 E

b
b 

w
in

ke
d

.
“W

h
o

 a
re

 y
o

u
, 

an
d

 w
h

at
 a

re
 y

o
u

 d
o

in
g?

”
“E

b
b

 C
re

ak
kn

ee
s,

 T
h

ir
d

 M
ea

su
re

 o
f 

th
e 

H
ar

m
o

n
iu

m
, 

n
o

w
re

tir
ed

 a
n

d
 b

ei
n

g 
a 

to
u

t 
w

ith
 o

n
e’

s 
vo

ic
e 

si
n

ce
 I

 d
o

n
’t 

st
ep

 a
s

lig
h

tly
 a

s 
I 

m
ig

h
t 

th
es

e 
p

as
t 

tw
o

 o
r 

th
re

e 
d

ec
ad

es
!”

 H
e 

ch
u

ck
le

d
.

“T
h

ir
d

 M
ea

su
re

 o
f 

th
e 

H
ar

m
o

n
iu

m
?”

 E
b

b
 p

u
ffe

d
 u

p
 s

lig
h

tly
in

 p
rid

e 
an

d
 g

o
t 

a 
se

m
i-s

te
rn

 lo
o

k 
o

n
 h

is
 fa

ce
.

“A
ye

, 
T

h
ir

d
 M

ea
su

re
 o

f 
th

e 
H

ar
m

o
n

iu
m

…
” 

H
e 

re
la

xe
d

 a
lit

tle
. 

“T
h

o
u

gh
 I

 h
av

en
’t 

se
rv

ed
 a

 t
ou

r 
o

f 
d

u
ty

 in
 m

an
y 

a 
d

ec
ad

e.
P

u
sh

in
g 

a 
q

ui
ll 

w
as

n
’t 

q
ui

te
 u

p
 m

y 
al

le
y 

a
fte

r 
al

l 
th

e 
fig

h
ts

 a
n

d
sk

ir
m

is
h

es
 I

 b
ee

n
 i

n
, 

so
 I

 j
u

st
 b

id
e 

m
y 

tim
e 

ke
ep

in
g 

ta
b

s 
o

n
th

in
gs

 d
o

w
n

 h
er

e 
in

 t
h

e 
H

iv
e 

an
d 

h
el

pi
n

g 
ou

t 
a 

lit
tle

 w
h

er
e 

I
ca

n
. 

A
n

’ 
yo

u
 l

o
o

k 
lik

e 
so

m
eo

n
e 

w
h

o
 m

ig
h

t 
n

ee
d

 a
 h

an
d

…
 a

re
yo

u
 in

 s
o

m
e 

ki
n

d
 o

f t
ro

ub
le

, 
la

d
?”

“W
h

at
 f

ig
h

ts
 a

n
d

 s
ki

rm
is

h
es

 h
av

e 
yo

u
 b

ee
n

 i
n

?”
 I

 a
sk

ed
,

re
fu

si
n

g 
to

 b
e 

d
ef

le
ct

ed
.

“M
o

re
 t

h
an

 
I 

ca
n

 
re

m
e

m
b

er
, 

la
d

!”
 

E
b

b
 

ro
lle

d 
h

is
 

ey
es

.
“W

el
l…

 a
lm

os
t 

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 I
 c

an
 r

em
e

m
b

er
, 

le
as

tw
h

ys
. 

I 
d

id
 a

n
al

l 
to

o
-lo

n
g 

to
u

r 
in

 t
h

e 
B

lo
od

 W
ar

, 
th

at
 i

n
fe

rn
al

 m
u

ck
-u

p
 W

ar
o

f 
Li

es
 o

n
 T

er
ra

s,
 f

ar
 t

o
o

 m
an

y 
ye

ar
s 

in
 t

h
e 

B
la

ck
 C

en
tu

ri
es

W
ar

…
” 

E
b

b
 

b
eg

an
 

to
 

tic
k 

o
ff 

th
e 

w
ar

s 
o

n
 

h
is

 
fin

ge
r 

an
d

co
u

n
te

d
 s

ile
n

tly
 t

o
 h

im
se

lf.
 “

…
eh

, 
th

en
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 t

h
e 

T
h

re
e-

P
la

n
es

 
W

ar
, 

an
d

 
m

an
y 

o
th

er
s,

 
I 

ev
en

 
to

o
k 

p
ar

t 
in

 
th

e
H

ar
m

o
n

iu
m

 W
ar

 o
f 

Li
b

er
at

io
n

. 
O

h
, 

to
w

ar
d

s 
th

e 
en

d
 t

h
er

e,
 I

 w
as

al
so

 i
n

 t
h

e 
S

ig
il 

C
ity

 W
at

ch
…

 s
o

m
e 

co
u

ld
 a

rg
u

e 
th

at
 w

as
 t

h
e

m
o

st
 d

an
ge

ro
u

s 
o

f 
th

em
 a

ll!
” 

H
e 

la
u

gh
ed

 l
o

ud
ly

. 
T

h
e 

m
en

tio
n

o
f t

h
e 

B
lo

o
d

 W
ar

 fe
lt 

lik
e 

a 
co

ld
 d

ag
ge

r 
sl

ip
p

in
g 

in
to

 m
y 

h
ea

rt
. 

I
as

ke
d

 h
im

 t
o

 t
el

l m
e 

m
o

re
 o

f t
h

e 
B

lo
o

d
 W

ar
.

“A
ye

…
 t

h
e 

B
lo

o
d

 W
ar

: 
T

h
e 

m
o

st
 d

an
ge

ro
u

s 
fa

m
ily

 f
eu

d
th

is
 s

id
e 

o
f 

th
e 

p
ri

m
o

rd
ia

l 
so

up
. 

A
 m

e
an

-s
p

ir
ite

d
 m

o
b

 o
f 

fie
n

d
s

o
n

 o
n

e 
si

d
e,

 a
 b

at
ch

 o
f 

w
ar

-m
o

n
ge

r 
fie

n
d

s 
o

n
 t

h
e 

ot
h

er
. 

It’
s 

th
e

w
ar

 t
h

at
 c

re
at

io
n

 s
p

ar
ke

d
, 

an
d

 t
h

ey
'v

e 
b

ee
n

 d
ig

gi
n

g 
in

to
 e

ac
h

o
th

er
 e

ve
r 

si
n

ce
.”
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S

m
oldering C

orpse

“T
h

e 
tan

ar’ri, 
vicio

u
s 

killers 
w

h
o

 
care 

fo
r 

n
o

n
e 

b
u

t
th

em
selves, an

d
 th

e b
aatezu

 w
ar m

ach
in

e, all fo
r law

 an
d

 o
rd

er
u

n
d

er th
eir in

fern
al ru

les. T
h

e w
h

o
le m

ess sp
ills o

u
t in

to o
th

er
p

lan
es fro

m
 tim

e to
 tim

e, an
d

 it’s m
ad

e th
e m

u
ltiverse a less-

p
leasan

t p
lace to

 live.” I tho
u

gh
t h

e m
igh

t kn
o

w
 so

m
eth

in
g o

f
th

e m
an

 I so
u

gh
t.

“W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 o

f a co
llecto

r n
am

ed
 P

h
arod

?”
“W

ell, n
o

w
 I d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
 everyth

in
g th

ere is to
 kno

w
 ab

o
u

t
o

l’ P
h

aro
d, bu

t I kn
o

w
 so

m
e o

f th
e d

ark su
rro

u
nd

in
g h

im
. If

yo
u

’re d
eterm

in
ed

 to
 track do

w
n

 th
at sp

id
er and

 n
ail h

im
 to

 a
w

all, th
en

 I sup
po

se I co
u

ld
 spill so

m
e o

f th
e ch

an
t so

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
w

h
at 

yo
u

’re 
tan

glin
g 

w
ith

.” 
H

e 
p

au
sed

 
to

 
tam

p
 

h
is 

pip
e.

“P
h

aro
d

 d
u

g h
is n

est d
eep

 in
to R

agp
icker’s S

q
u

are n
ot too

 lo
n

g
ago

, go
t a bu

n
ch o

f co
llecto

rs and
 gan

gs to
geth

er an
d started

w
h

at o
n

e co
u

ld
 alm

o
st co

n
sid

er a co
llectin

g factio
n

…
 b

e th
at as

it m
a

y b
e…

”
“W

h
ere can

 I fin
d

 h
im

?”
“W

ell, lad
, if yo

u
’re lo

o
kin

g fo
r P

harod
, w

h
ich

 I w
o

u
ld

 say
is p

retty b
arm

y o
f yo

u
, yo

u
’re a little o

ff th
e b

eaten
 p

ath
. Y

o
u

w
an

t to
 b

e fin
d

in
g R

agp
icker’s S

q
u

are. C
h

an
t is th

at P
h

aro
d

’s
set u

p
 h

is kip
 so

m
e

w
h

ere in
 th

e S
qu

are. E
ven

 an
 o

l’ fella like
m

e w
h

o
’s b

een
 arou

nd
 th

e rin
g a few

 tim
e

s d
o

n
’t kn

o
w

 exactly
w

h
ere. 

I 
figu

re 
th

at P
h

arod
 

w
an

ts 
to

 
keep

 
th

e 
d

ark 
on

 
his

lo
catio

n 
d

ark. 
If 

yo
u

’re 
all 

b
o

un
d 

an
d 

d
eterm

in
ed

 
to

 
find

P
h

arod
, go

 to
 R

agp
icker’s S

q
u

are, and
 try an

d
 d

ig u
p P

h
aro

d
’s

lo
catio

n fro
m

 so
m

e o
f th

e lo
cals. T

ry an
d

 b
e care

fu
l ab

ou
t it,

sin
ce th

ere’s p
len

ty in
 th

e S
qu

are th
at w

o
u

ld
 m

ake a gu
t-h

arp
o

u
tta yo

u
 as soo

n
 as lo

o
k atch

a.” I th
en

 asked
 a qu

estion
 I h

ad
b

een
 w

o
n

d
erin

g abo
u

t th
e city.

“T
ell m

e o
f S

igil’s la
yo

u
t.”

“W
h

e
w

. L
et m

e w
et m

y to
n

gu
e.” H

e to
o

k a p
ull fro

m
 h

is
tan

kard
. “T

h
e city flo

ats ab
o

ve an
 in

fin
itely tall sp

ire —
 th

e
S

p
ire. It lies on

 its sid
e like a d

iscard
ed

 w
ago

n
 w

h
eel, b

u
t

th
ere’s n

o
 sp

o
kes th

at con
n

ect it to th
e S

p
ire. It’s d

ivid
ed

 in
to

six w
ard

s, each
 o

f th
em

 
w

ith
 its o

w
n

 fu
n

ctio
n. R

igh
t n

o
w

,
yo

u
’re in

 th
e H

ive. I th
in

k th
e pu

rpo
se o

f th
e H

ive is to
 b

e
sq

u
alo

r 
to

 
th

e 
rest 

o
f 

th
e 

city’s 
gran

d
eu

r!” 
H

e 
lau

gh
ed

.
“F

actio
n

s —
 p

h
ilo

sop
h

ical club
s, or gan

gs if 
yo

u
 p

refer —
d

ivid
e up

 th
e run

n
in

g o
f th

e city b
etw

e
en

 ‘e
m

.”
“W

ere yo
u

 in
 a factio

n
?” E

bb
 raised

 h
is h

an
d

 as if to
 sto

p
m

e an
d

 lau
gh

ed
 sligh

tly.
“O

h
, 

no
w

, 
h

o
ld

 
on

, 
lad

 
—

 
I'm

 
n

o
 

h
as-b

een
 

factio
n

m
e

m
b

er…
 th

e
y sa

y, an
d

 th
ey’re righ

t, th
at on

ce ye’re o
n

e o
f th

e

T
rias T

he B
etrayer

407

“Y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld tain
t th

e essen
ce o

f go
o

d
 w

ith
 evil in

carn
ate.

T
h

at so
u

nd
s like b

etrayal.”
“T

h
ere are m

an
y d

efin
itio

n
s o

f b
etrayal. O

n
e m

u
st live lo

n
g

en
o

u
gh

 to
 

exp
erien

ce 
th

em
 

all. 
E

ven
 

yo
u

r 
life, 

w
ere 

it 
n

o
t

frau
gh

t w
ith

 fo
rgetfu

ln
ess, d

o
es n

o
t h

ave th
e ran

ge o
f cen

tu
ries

n
ecessary to

 ap
p

reciate th
em

. S
u

ch
 a b

etrayal is n
o

 b
etrayal at

all.”“W
h

at really h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 yo
u

r w
in

gs, T
rias?”

“B
aato

r’s 
fires 

b
u

rn
 

ho
t 

in
d

eed
, 

b
ut 

th
ey 

are 
can

d
les

co
m

p
ared

 to
 a fath

er’s an
ger.” H

e flu
ttered

 th
e bu

rnt sh
red

s o
f

h
is 

w
in

gs. 
“T

h
ere 

is 
n

o
 

p
ain 

like 
b

ein
g 

cast 
fro

m
 

M
o

u
n

t
C

elestia.”
“S

o
 yo

u
’re fallen

, th
en

? W
h

y sh
o

u
ld

 I b
elieve an

y o
f yo

u
r

w
o

rd
s?”

“S
p

eak n
o

t to
 m

e o
f treach

eries an
d

 fallin
g, m

o
rtal. I am

w
illin

g to
 sacrifice e

ven
 m

yself th
at G

o
o

d
 m

igh
t triu

m
p

h
.”

“T
h

at’s n
o

b
le, T

rias, bu
t w

h
at gives yo

u
 th

e righ
t?”

“I a
m

 here. I see th
e evil. I am

 w
illin

g to
 act on

 it. M
y 

w
ill

gives m
e th

e righ
t.”

“O
n

e’s w
ill d

o
es n

o
t give o

n
e th

e right, T
rias. S

tand
 do

w
n

,
an

d
 w

e w
ill n

o
t co

m
e to

 b
lo

w
s.”

“Is yo
u

r fo
o

lishn
ess so

 great th
at yo

u
 w

ish
 to

 test yo
u

r
p

seu
do

-im
m

o
rtality again

st a tru
e im

m
o

rtal? S
tep

 asid
e, h

u
m

an
,

o
r w

e sh
all test th

is claim
 o

f yo
u

rs.”
“B

rin
g it on

, T
rias.”

“It h
as b

een
 a lo

n
g tim

e sin
ce I h

ave w
ield

ed
 m

y b
lad

e
again

st an
o

th
er. W

e sh
all d

u
el, yo

u
 and

 I.”
It 

w
as 

a 
d

ifficu
lt 

co
m

b
at. 

N
o

t 
b

ecau
se 

T
rias 

w
a

s 
so

p
o

w
erfu

l; in
 fact, h

e w
a

s w
ea

k, th
e w

o
rk w

e h
ad

 d
on

e b
rin

gin
g

th
e citizen

s o
f C

u
rst to

geth
er p

ro
vin

g effective. B
u

t I n
eed

ed
 to

b
e su

re I d
id

 n
ot d

estro
y h

im
, sin

ce th
ere w

as kn
o

w
led

ge h
e h

ad
I co

u
ld

 get fro
m

 n
o

 o
th

er so
u

rce. F
in

ally, T
rias co

n
ced

ed
 h

e w
as

b
eaten

.
“I yield

 to
 yo

u
 th

is ho
u

r, m
o

rtal. M
y im

p
riso

n
m

en
t h

as
w

e
aken

ed
 m

e…
 in

 m
y state, I a

m
 n

o
 m

atch
 fo

r yo
u

.”
“I still req

uire kn
o

w
led

ge fro
m

 yo
u

, T
rias. T

ell m
e h

o
w

 to
reach

 th
e F

o
rtress o

f R
egrets.” T

rias co
u

gh
ed

 b
loo

d
y sp

ittle
b

efo
re an

sw
erin

g.
“B

e
fo

re I tell yo
u

, I m
u

st exact a p
ro

m
ise fro

m
 yo

u
. Y

o
u

m
u

st vo
w

 to
 sp

are m
y life.” I d

id
n

’t like th
e tho

u
ght o

f leavin
g

T
rias free to

 b
etra

y o
th

ers, bu
t I n

eed
ed

 w
h

at h
e kn

ew
. I also

th
ou

gh
t 

th
ere 

w
as 

still 
a 

ch
an

ce 
h

e 
co

u
ld

 
red

eem
 

h
im

self.
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T
ri

as
 T

he
 B

et
ra

ye
r

T
R

IA
S

 T
H

E
 B

E
T

R
A

Y
E

R

W
e 

en
te

re
d 

th
e 

ad
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n 

bu
ild

in
g,

 
cl

im
bi

ng
 

ev
er

hi
gh

er
 o

nc
e 

in
si

de
. 

W
e 

ra
n 

in
to

 S
oh

m
ie

n,
 h

or
se

-l
ik

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
s,

lo
ot

er
s,

 a
nd

 s
ca

tt
er

ed
 f

ie
nd

s,
 b

ut
 n

ot
hi

ng
 t

ha
t 

ha
m

pe
re

d 
us

 t
oo

m
uc

h. O
n 

a 
ba

lc
on

y 
on

 t
he

 t
op

 f
lo

or
 o

f 
th

e 
bu

il
di

ng
 w

e 
fo

un
d

T
ri

as
, 

lo
ok

in
g 

ou
t 

ov
er

 t
he

 c
it

y 
he

 h
ad

 d
oo

m
ed

. 
N

ot
 

ev
en

bo
th

er
in

g 
to

 tu
rn

 a
ro

un
d,

 h
is

 v
oi

ce
 d

ri
ft

ed
 b

ac
k 

to
 m

e.
“W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 h

o
p

e 
to

 a
cc

o
m

p
lis

h
 h

er
e?

” 
T

ria
s 

ra
is

ed
 h

is
ar

m
, 

ge
st

u
ri

n
g 

o
ve

r 
th

e 
ci

ty
. 

“M
u

ch
 g

o
od

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

d
on

e 
in

 s
u

ch
a 

sh
o

rt
 t

im
e,

 m
o

rt
al

. 
It 

sh
al

l n
o

t 
b

e 
en

o
u

gh
 t

o
 k

ee
p

 t
h

es
e 

tr
ai

to
rs

fr
o

m
 r

ea
liz

in
g 

th
e 

d
ep

th
s 

o
f t

h
ei

r 
fo

lly
.”

“W
h

y 
d

id
 y

o
u

 li
e 

to
 m

e?
”

“Y
o

u
 w

er
e 

in
 n

ee
d

 o
f 

d
ir

ec
tio

n
. 

T
h

e 
p

ri
ce

 o
f 

yo
u

r 
n

ee
d

 w
as

b
et

ra
ya

l. 
H

o
w

 is
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 b

el
ie

ve
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

ea
rn

ed
 t

h
e 

rig
h

t
to

 a
n

y 
tr

u
th

s 
in

 t
h

is
 l

ife
 o

r 
th

e 
n

ex
t?

 S
u

ch
 a

rr
o

ga
n

ce
. 

In
d

ee
d

, 
it

w
a

s 
yo

u
r 

d
ut

y 
as

 a
 l

es
se

r 
b

ei
n

g 
to

 f
re

e 
m

e.
 I

 o
w

e 
yo

u
 n

o
th

in
g,

an
d

 it
 is

 w
h

at
 I

 h
av

e 
gi

ve
n

. 
I 

ga
ve

 y
o

u
 m

o
re

 t
h

an
 y

o
u

 d
es

er
ve

d
.

Y
o

u
 fr

ee
d

 m
e 

to
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
rs

el
f.”

“T
h

en
 w

h
y 

h
av

e 
yo

u
 d

ra
gg

ed
 C

u
rs

t 
in

to
 th

e 
O

u
tla

n
d

s?
”

“A
 c

ity
 o

f 
b

et
ra

ye
rs

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 b
et

ra
ye

d
 a

n
d

 r
ec

ei
ve

d
 w

h
at

th
ey

 h
av

e 
d

es
er

ve
d

. 
T

h
er

e 
is

 n
o

 ‘w
h

y'
. 

It 
se

al
s 

m
y 

co
m

p
a

ct
 w

ith
th

e 
Lo

w
er

 P
la

n
es

. 
T

h
e 

gr
ea

te
r 

go
o

d
 is

 s
er

ve
d

.”
“T

h
e 

gr
e

at
er

 g
o

o
d

? 
W

h
at

 g
re

at
er

 g
o

o
d

 is
 t

h
at

?”
“T

h
e 

b
lo

o
d 

sp
ill

ed
 b

y 
an

 a
rm

y 
o

f 
fie

n
d

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
re

d
ee

m
ed

b
y 

th
e 

rig
h

te
o

u
s 

w
ra

th
 o

f 
th

e 
H

o
st

s 
o

f 
H

ea
ve

n
. 

T
h

o
se

 w
h

o
 f

al
l

d
o

 s
o

 in
 t

h
e 

n
am

e 
o

f 
a 

gr
ea

te
r 

go
o

d
. 

T
h

is
 t

o
w

n
 f

al
ls

 in
 t

h
e 

n
am

e
o

f 
th

e 
gr

ea
te

r 
go

o
d

 —
 t

h
e 

ex
p

u
n

gi
n

g 
o

f 
ev

il.
 A

 s
m

a
ll 

sa
cr

ifi
ce

,
co

n
si

d
er

in
g 

th
o

se
 w

h
o

 a
re

 to
 b

e 
sa

cr
ifi

ce
d

.”
“N

o
 g

o
o

d 
co

m
es

 o
f e

vi
l r

o
o

ts
, 

I 
fe

ar
.”

“I
 w

ill
 n

o
t 

b
e 

ju
d

ge
d

 b
y 

yo
u

, 
m

o
rt

al
, 

n
ot

 w
h

en
 y

o
u

 h
av

e
liv

ed
 t

h
e 

liv
es

 y
o

u
 h

av
e.

 L
et

 m
e 

te
ll 

yo
u

 o
f 

b
et

ra
ya

l: 
B

et
ra

ya
l i

s
co

w
ar

d
ic

e,
 s

el
lin

g 
w

ea
p

o
n

s 
to

 y
o

u
r 

ad
ve

rs
ar

ie
s 

o
u

t 
o

f 
fe

ar
 t

h
at

th
ey

 m
ig

h
t 

st
o

p 
ki

lli
n

g 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

 a
nd

 tu
rn

 u
po

n 
yo

u
. 

B
et

ra
ya

l i
s

re
fu

si
n

g 
to

 l
ea

d
 b

y 
ex

a
m

p
le

. 
B

et
ra

ya
l 

is
 l

et
tin

g 
th

e 
fie

n
d

s 
ru

n
ra

m
p

an
t 

th
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
 u

nt
il 

ev
il 

h
as

 c
o

rr
u

pt
ed

 a
ll 

h
ea

rt
s.

A
sk

 n
o

t 
th

er
ef

o
re

 w
h

y 
I 

sc
al

e 
M

o
u

n
t 

C
el

es
tia

 a
nd

 s
ee

k 
to

 s
et

fir
e 

to
 it

s 
sl

o
p

es
 w

ith
 w

ar
.”

S
m

ol
de

ri
ng

 C
or

ps
e
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H
ar

m
o

n
iu

m
, 

ye
’re

 a
 H

ar
m

o
n

iu
m

 f
o

r 
lif

e.
 W

e’
re

 t
h

e 
b

lo
o

d
s 

th
at

tr
y 

an
d

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 S

ig
il 

st
ay

s 
o

u
tt

a 
tr

o
ub

le
. 

N
o 

ro
ck

in
g 

th
e 

sp
ir

e,
n

o
 f

o
lk

s 
ge

tti
n

g 
to

o
 o

ve
r-

en
th

u
si

as
tic

 a
b

ou
t 

h
u

rt
in

g 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

,
ke

ep
in

g 
th

e 
ci

ty
 d

o
w

n
 t

o
 a

 lo
w

 r
o

ar
. 

W
e 

tr
y 

an
d

 k
ee

p
 t

h
e 

p
ea

ce
,

la
d

, 
an

d
 m

o
st

 t
im

es
, 

w
e 

d
o

 a
 d

ec
en

t 
jo

b
.”

 A
n

o
th

er
 q

u
es

tio
n

b
u

bb
le

d 
to

 t
h

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
o

f 
m

y 
m

in
d

.
“T

el
l m

e 
o

f t
h

e 
La

d
y.

”
“W

el
l, 

n
o

w
, 

n
o

t 
m

an
y 

kn
o

w
 m

u
ch

 a
b

o
u

t 
h

er
, 

la
d

, 
an

d
 I

'm
fig

u
ri

n
g 

ev
en

 t
h

o
se

 t
h

at
 k

n
o

w
 m

o
re

 t
h

an
 a

 li
ttl

e 
d

on
’t 

kn
o

w
 t

o
o

m
u

ch
 m

o
re

. 
S

h
e’

s 
a 

m
ys

te
ry

, 
sh

e 
is

, 
an

d
 e

ve
n

 s
ho

u
ld

 y
o

u
 r

un
ac

ro
ss

 h
er

…
 P

o
w

er
s 

fo
rb

id
…

 s
h

e’
s 

si
le

n
t 

an
d

 d
ea

d
ly

. 
S

h
e’

s 
no

t
ev

il,
 f

ar
’s

 I
 c

an
 t

el
l, 

b
u

t 
sh

e 
ke

ep
s 

th
e 

d
ar

k 
ab

ou
t 

h
er

se
lf 

an
d

S
ig

il 
p

re
tt

y 
tig

h
t.

 N
on

e’
s 

b
ee

n
 a

b
le

 t
o

 p
en

et
ra

te
 i

t, 
an

d
 i

f 
th

ey
h

av
e,

 t
h

ey
'v

e 
b

ee
n

 m
a

ze
d

.”
 I

 a
sk

ed
 h

im
 a

b
o

u
t 

m
az

in
g,

 w
h

ic
h

 I
h

ad
 a

lre
ad

y 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
d

 f
o

r 
m

ys
el

f.
“A

ye
. 

S
o

m
et

im
es

 
b

lo
o

d
s 

w
ill

 
b

e 
pa

ck
ed

 
o

ff 
to

 
a 

p
la

ce
w

h
er

e 
th

e
y 

ca
n

’t 
d

o
 n

o
 h

ar
m

. 
T

h
e 

La
d

y,
 s

ee
, 

sh
e'

ll 
ta

ke
 a

 b
it 

o
f

S
ig

il,
 a

n
d 

m
ak

e 
a 

lit
tle

 d
im

en
si

o
n

al
 p

o
ck

et
 o

u
t o

f i
t, 

a 
m

az
e.

 S
h

e
p

la
ce

s 
th

o
se

 t
h

at
 h

av
e 

cr
o

ss
ed

 h
er

 i
n

 t
h

er
e 

an
d

 l
et

s 
‘e

m
 r

o
t.

”
E

b
b

 p
u

ffe
d

 h
is

 p
ip

e.
 “

N
o

w
…

 y
o

u
 c

an
’t 

es
ca

p
e 

ge
tt

in
g 

m
az

ed
o

n
ce

 
th

e 
La

d
y 

se
ts

 
h

er
 

ga
ze

 
o

n
 

yo
u

, 
la

d
. 

S
h

e'
ll 

ge
t 

yo
u

ev
en

tu
al

ly
, 

n
o

 m
at

te
r 

h
o

w
 h

ar
d

 y
o

u
 t

ry
 a

n
d

 d
o

d
ge

 h
er

. 
Y

o
u

'll
 b

e
w

al
ki

n
g 

d
o

w
n

 a
n

 a
lle

y,
 o

r 
ab

o
u

t 
to

 s
te

p
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 a
 p

o
rt

al
, 

o
r 

ta
ke

a 
le

ft 
tu

rn
 d

o
w

n
 a

 s
tr

ee
t 

yo
u

'v
e 

go
n

e 
m

an
yf

o
ld

 t
im

es
 b

ef
o

re
, 

an
d

su
d

d
en

ly
 y

o
u

’re
 s

o
m

ep
la

ce
 y

o
u

 d
on

’t 
re

co
gn

iz
e.

 N
o

w
, 

m
az

es
ar

en
’t 

es
ca

p
e-

p
ro

o
f. 

T
h

er
e’

s 
al

w
ay

s 
a 

w
a

y 
o

u
t 

o
f 

ea
ch

 o
n

e…
 a

p
o

rt
al

 th
e 

La
d

y 
p

la
ce

s 
th

er
e.

 Y
o

u
 ju

st
 h

av
e 

ta
 fi

gu
re

 o
u

t 
w

h
er

e 
it

is
 a

n
d

 h
o

w
 t

o
 u

se
 it

.”
“G

et
tin

g 
b

ac
k 

to
 t

h
e 

La
d

y,
 c

h
an

ce
s 

ar
e 

yo
u

 w
o

n
’t 

m
ee

t 
h

er
u

n
le

ss
 y

a 
d

o
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

re
al

ly
 b

ad
…

 H
u

rt
in

g 
a 

lo
t 

o
f 

p
eo

p
le

,
ki

lli
n

g 
a 

d
ab

u
s,

 c
h

al
le

n
gi

n
g 

h
er

 r
u

le
, 

w
o

rs
h

ip
pi

n
g 

h
er

…
 S

h
e

h
at

es
 t

h
at

, 
w

e 
fig

u
re

, 
o

r 
in

te
rf

er
in

g 
w

ith
 a

 d
ab

u
s’

 w
o

rk
 (

w
h

ic
h

m
a

y 
as

 w
el

l 
b

e 
th

e 
La

d
y’

s 
w

o
rk

)…
 I

f 
yo

u
’r

e 
lu

ck
y,

 j
u

st
 t

h
e

M
er

cy
ki

lle
rs

 w
ill

 c
o

m
e 

fo
r 

yo
u

, 
b

u
t 

if 
sh

e 
co

m
es

, 
yo

u
'll

 b
e 

d
ea

d
as

 s
o

o
n

 a
s 

h
er

 s
h

ad
o

w
 f

al
ls

 o
n

 y
o

u
.”

“N
o

w
, 

th
e 

La
d

y 
ca

n
 d

o
 a

lm
o

st
 a

n
yt

h
in

g 
in

 S
ig

il,
 la

d
, 

n
ea

r 
as

w
e 

ca
n

 fi
gu

re
. 

M
ak

e 
it 

b
ig

ge
r 

o
r 

sm
al

le
r,

 m
a

ke
 n

e
w

 p
o

rt
al

s,
 s

ea
l

o
ff 

o
ld

 o
n

es
, 

m
ak

e 
su

re
 t

h
e 

B
lo

od
 W

ar
 d

o
n’

t 
b

re
ak

 o
u

t 
in

 t
h

e
st

re
et

s,
 k

ee
p

 f
o

lk
s 

fr
o

m
 t

el
ep

o
rt

in
g 

in
to

 t
h

e 
ci

ty
, 

ke
ep

in
g 

th
e

P
o

w
er

s 
o

u
t.

”
“P

o
w

er
s.

 I
t’s

 a
n

o
th

er
 w

a
y 

o
f 

sa
yi

n
g 

G
o

d
s,

 l
ad

. 
A

n
d 

th
er

e’
s

a 
gr

ea
t 

h
o

rd
e 

o
f 

th
em

 a
cr

o
ss

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
.”

 E
bb

 t
o

o
k 

a 
pu

ff 
fr

o
m

h
is

 p
ip

e.
 “

T
h

ey
 c

an
’t 

co
m

e 
to

 S
ig

il,
 t

ho
u

gh
…

 t
h

e 
La

d
y 

h
as

 a
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S

m
oldering C

orpse

w
a

y o
f keep

in
g th

em
 o

u
t th

at sh
e h

asn
’t sp

illed
 th

e ch
an

t to
 yet.

B
e th

at as it m
a

y, it’s kep
t S

igil fro
m

 b
ein

g seized
 b

y o
u

tsid
e

interests.”
I n

o
w

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 ano
th

er w
h

o
 h

ad
 b

een
 sh

arin
g E

bb
’s tab

le,
silen

t up
 to

 no
w

. I saw
 a so

ft-lo
o

kin
g m

an
 w

ith
 gen

tle, far-
starin

g e
yes. H

e d
ressed

 in
 su

pp
le leath

er clo
th

in
g, an

d carried
vario

u
s im

p
le

m
en

ts o
f u

se an
d

 d
estru

ctio
n ab

ou
t h

is bo
d

y, su
ch

as ro
p

es, sp
ikes, tin

d
erbo

xes, an
d

 em
p

ty vials o
f air. H

e lo
o

ked
h

alf-go
n

e 
—

 
literally. 

T
h

ere 
w

as 
an

 
in

su
b

stantiality 
to

 
h

is
existen

ce, as if h
is essen

ce h
ad

 b
een

 p
artially leech

ed
 a

w
a

y. H
e

fo
cu

sed
 th

o
se eyes o

n
 m

e, an
d

 su
dd

enly I fo
u

n
d

 th
em

 grip
p

in
g

an
d

 d
eterm

in
ed

.
“G

reetin
gs to

 yo
u

, o
 seeker,” h

e said
. H

e carefu
lly set d

o
w

n
th

e m
u

g h
e w

a
s h

o
ld

in
g, and

 gave m
e all h

is atten
tion

.
“I h

ave seen
 th

e far rea
ch

es o
f th

e m
u

ltiverse an
d

 retu
rn

ed
to

 tell th
e tale. I h

ave w
alked

 u
p

o
n th

e bo
d

ies o
f d

ead
 go

d
s and

sp
u

n m
o

o
n

b
eam

s in
 th

e A
stral ah

ead
 o

f a th
ou

san
d

 sh
riekin

g
gith

yan
ki kn

igh
ts. I h

ave p
assed

 th
e ed

ges o
f existen

ce an
d

w
atch

ed
 m

y essen
ce sh

iver a
w

a
y b

e
fo

re m
e. W

h
at is it I can

 do
fo

r yo
u

?”
“W

h
o

 are yo
u

?”
“I a

m
 C

an
d

rian
 Illb

o
rn

e, traveler, d
ream

er, talesp
in

n
er, an

d
so

 fo
rth

.”
I talked

 to
 h

im
 fo

r a lo
n

g w
h

ile ab
o

u
t th

e d
ifferen

t p
lan

es.
T

h
e In

n
er P

lan
es o

f m
atter, su

b
stan

ce, tru
e p

h
ysicality. T

h
e

E
th

ereal P
lan

e, th
rou

gh
 w

h
ich

 th
e Inn

er P
lan

es w
ere filtered

, to
fo

rm
 th

e ele
m

en
ts o

f th
e P

rim
e M

aterial, th
e w

o
rld

s o
f m

o
rtals.

In
 th

e P
rim

e M
aterial b

elief w
as b

o
rn

, fro
m

 w
h

ich
 th

e sp
irits

th
at created

 th
e O

uter P
lan

es w
ere b

o
rn

. W
h

en
 m

o
rtals d

ied
,

th
eir sp

irits p
assed

 th
rou

gh
 th

e A
stral P

lan
e.

T
h

e O
u

ter P
lan

es an
d

 th
e b

ein
gs w

h
ich

 inh
ab

ited th
em

 w
ere

created
 b

y an
d

 o
f b

elief an
d

 th
ou

gh
t and

 faith
. T

h
e O

u
ter P

lan
es

w
ere d

ivid
ed

 b
y travelers in

to
 th

e G
reat R

in
g, o

f w
h

ich
 S

igil
w

a
s a p

art. T
h

is G
reat R

in
g w

as o
f im

m
ed

iate in
terest to

 m
e,

an
d

 I q
u

estio
n

ed C
an

d
rian

 clo
sely o

n
 th

e p
lan

es w
h

ich
 m

ake it.
T

h
e la

w
fu

l U
p

p
er P

lan
es. C

an
d

rian
 gave a sm

all sh
u

d
d

er
w

h
en

 d
escrib

in
g th

em
. “I a

m
 n

o
t th

e b
est p

erso
n

 to
 sp

eak o
f th

e
p

lan
es o

f law
,” h

e said
, “fo

r th
e inn

ate stru
ctu

re an
d

 u
ltim

ate
p

attern
s th

ey im
p

o
se frigh

ten
 m

e. I steer cle
ar o

f th
e

m
, b

ecau
se

I valu
e m

y in
d

ivid
u

ality m
o

re th
an

 I valu
e th

e kno
w

led
ge th

e
y'll

b
rin

g m
e. T

h
e

y in
clu

d
e regim

en
ted

 A
rcad

ia, n
earest o

f th
e go

o
d

p
lan

es 
to 

th
e 

u
nb

en
din

g 
o

rd
er 

o
f 

M
ech

an
u

s, 
an

d 
M

o
u

nt
C

elestia, h
o

m
e o

f th
e arch

o
n

s, an islan
d in th

e S
ilver S

ea.”

C
arceri

405

“T
h

e d
eva ro

se fro
m

 th
e gro

u
nd

 and
 con

d
em

n
ed

 th
e to

w
n

’s
in

iqu
ities. A

 great co
n

fu
sio

n
 aro

se as th
e bu

ildin
gs tu

m
b

led
aro

u
nd

 u
s —

 an
d th

en
 w

e arrived
. T

h
ere is o

n
ly o

n
e w

a
y to

co
m

b
at T

ria
s —

 an
d

 th
at is to w

ea
ken

 h
im

 b
y go

o
d

 d
eed

s an
d

tu
rn

in
g th

e to
w

n
sfo

lks’ m
in

d
s aw

a
y fro

m
 ch

ao
s an

d
 evil to

w
ard

go
o

d
n

ess. O
th

erw
ise, h

e sh
all su

rely triu
m

p
h

.” H
e lo

o
ked

 abo
u

t
h

im
self. “I h

ave w
o

rk to
 atten

d
 to

. S
ho

u
ld

 yo
u

 req
uire restin

g,
seek th

e o
ld

 b
arracks o

r th
e d

istillery.”
W

e m
o

ved
 ab

o
u

t to
w

n
. T

h
e citizen

s b
lam

ed
 o

n
e an

o
th

er fo
r

w
h

at h
ad

 h
app

en
ed

. I tried to
 co

n
vin

ce an
y w

e m
et th

at th
ey h

ad
to

 w
o

rk to
geth

er, th
at it w

as th
eir o

nly ch
an

ce fo
r C

u
rst to

retu
rn

 to
 th

e O
u

tlan
d

s. A
 fe

w
 g

eh
releth

s h
ad

 alread
y en

tered
 th

e
to

w
n

, sen
sin

g victim
s. W

e d
estro

yed
 th

o
se w

e fo
u

n
d

. W
e w

ere
also

 fo
rced

 to
 kill th

o
se citizen

s o
f C

u
rst w

h
o

 refu
sed

 to
 sto

p
figh

tin
g o

n
e an

oth
er.

A
s 

w
e 

ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 

th
e 

ad
m

in
istration

 
bu

ild
in

g, 
a 

figu
re

ap
p

ro
ach

ed, a h
erm

it w
h

o
 I h

ad last seen
 in th

e tu
nn

els b
en

eath
C

u
rst b

efo
re freein

g T
rias. T

h
e d

irty m
an

, h
un

ch
ed

 an
d

 crabb
ed

w
ith

 age an
d

 d
arkn

ess, h
is lan

k, greasy h
air flyin

g fro
m

 h
is

sh
o

u
ld

ers as h
e lo

o
ked

 arou
nd

, b
lu

rted
 o

u
t, “K

yse th
e caretaker

to
ld m

e yo
u

'd
 b

e alo
n

g. Y
o

u
've d

o
n

e a fin
e jo

b
 o

f w
e

aken
in

’
h

im
…

 th
e to

w
n

’s ch
ao

s is sub
sid

in’ and
 h

is p
lan

 ain
’t w

o
rkin

’
so

 w
ell. H

ead
 u

p
 and

 fin
ish th

e jo
b.” H

e w
as re

ferrin
g to

 th
e

ad
m

in
istratio

n
 bu

ild
in

g.
“H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 th

is?”
“I can

 feel h
im

 u
p

 th
ere, w

axin
g an

d
 w

an
in

g like a b
u

rn
in

g
m

o
o

n
. I can

 hear him
 w

o
n

d
erin

g w
h

en
 yo

u
 w

ill co
m

e. H
e a

ch
es

fo
r co

n
fro

n
tation

.”
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4

C
ar

ce
ri

C
A

R
C

E
R

I

W
e 

ap
pe

ar
ed

 b
ac

k 
in

 C
ur

st
, 

bu
t 

al
l 

th
at

 w
as

 l
ef

t 
w

as
 r

ui
ns

.
O

dd
ly

, 
th

e 
ru

bb
le

 t
ha

t 
w

as
 l

yi
ng

 a
ro

un
d 

co
ul

d 
on

ly
 a

cc
ou

nt
 f

or
a 

ti
ny

 f
ra

ct
io

n 
of

 t
he

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 t

ha
t 

ha
d 

m
ad

e 
up

 C
ur

st
. 

E
ve

n
m

or
e 

st
ra

ng
el

y,
 th

er
e 

w
er

e 
no

 b
od

ie
s,

 n
ot

 e
ve

n 
of

 a
ni

m
al

s.
T

he
 g

at
e 

to
 t

he
 p

ri
so

n 
pl

an
e 

of
 C

ar
ce

ri
 s

ti
ll

 e
xi

st
ed

, 
as

 I
fo

un
d 

ou
t 

as
 w

e 
w

an
de

re
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

ru
in

s.
 A

s 
I 

ap
pr

oa
ch

ed
,

th
e 

ro
tti

ng
 h

ea
ds

 o
n 

th
e 

ga
te

 b
eg

an
 t

o 
sp

ea
k 

to
 m

e,
 c

ha
nt

in
g

w
or

ds
 b

ac
k 

an
d 

fo
rt

h 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

em
se

lv
es

 t
o 

fo
rm

 c
oh

er
en

t
se

n
te

n
ce

s.
 “

G
o

n
e,

 g
o

n
e.

 L
o

st
 t

o
 th

e 
b

et
ra

ye
r,

 lo
st

 t
o 

th
e 

lig
h

t.
”

“W
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 th

e 
to

w
n

?”
“G

o
n

e 
o

n
 t

h
e 

w
in

d,
 s

w
ep

t 
o

n
 a

 t
id

e 
o

f 
ev

il.
 T

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e
ga

te
, 

go
n

e,
 

go
n

e.
 

T
h

e 
to

w
n

, 
go

n
e,

 
lo

st
 

to
 

its
 

o
w

n
 

h
at

re
d

.
T

h
ro

u
gh

 
th

e 
ga

te
, 

in
to

 
th

e 
R

ed
 

P
ri

so
n

, 
th

e 
p

ri
so

n
 

pl
an

e…
C

ar
ce

ri.
”

“D
o

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

an
y 

id
ea

 h
o

w
 t

o
 g

et
 t

h
er

e 
o

r 
ge

t 
it 

b
ac

k
h

er
e?

”
“T

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
ga

te
, 

in
to

 t
h

e 
p

ri
so

n
…

 n
o

 r
et

u
rn

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e

p
ri

so
n,

 n
o

 r
et

u
rn

. 
G

o
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
ga

te
, 

go
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
ga

te
…

yo
u

r 
d

es
tin

y 
a

w
ai

ts
 y

o
u

 t
h

er
e.

”
“W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 a

b
o

u
t m

y 
d

es
tin

y?
”

“T
h

e 
d

ev
a 

a
w

ai
ts

 y
o

u
.”

 T
h

e 
h

ea
d

s 
fe

ll 
si

le
n

t,
 a

n
d 

d
id

 n
o

t
re

ac
t 

to
 fu

rt
h

er
 q

u
es

tio
n

s.
W

e 
p

as
se

d
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
po

rt
al

, 
in

to
 C

ar
ce

ri
. 

W
e 

st
o

od
 i

n 
th

e
n

ew
 h

o
m

e 
o

f 
C

u
rs

t;
 I

 c
ou

ld
 h

ea
r 

p
eo

p
le

 n
ea

r 
b

y,
 

b
u

t 
on

ly
b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

sh
ou

ts
 a

nd
 s

cr
ea

m
s.

 A
 s

cr
u

ffy
 o

ld
 m

an
 w

al
ke

d
ar

o
u

nd
 a

 c
o

rn
er

, 
an

d
 h

ai
le

d
 m

e.
 I

 r
ec

o
gn

iz
ed

 h
im

 a
s 

K
ys

e,
 t

h
e

fo
rm

er
 k

ee
p

er
 o

f t
h

e 
C

u
rs

t 
to

w
n

 d
u

m
p

.
“S

tr
an

ge
r!

 
B

id
e 

a 
m

o
m

en
t! 

I 
m

u
st

 
te

ll 
yo

u
 

w
h

at
 

h
as

h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 t
hi

s 
p

la
ce

!”
“W

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
?”

“Y
o

u
 h

av
e 

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o 

a 
to

w
n

 o
f 

ca
la

m
ity

, 
st

ra
n

g
er

. 
T

h
e

d
ev

a 
ris

es
 t

ri
u

m
p

h
an

t 
ab

o
ve

 t
h

e 
w

re
ck

a
ge

, 
h

av
in

g 
d

ra
gg

ed
 u

s
h

er
e 

to
 o

u
r 

d
oo

m
s.

 T
h

er
e 

is
 o

n
ly

 o
n

e 
w

a
y 

to
 r

et
u

rn
 —

 a
nd

 t
h

at
is

 t
o

 s
tr

ik
e 

th
e 

d
ev

a 
d

o
w

n
, 

to
 c

au
se

 t
h

e 
to

w
n

 t
o

 r
ec

an
t 

its
tr

ea
ch

er
y 

an
d

 d
ec

ei
t.

 T
h

e 
st

ro
n

ge
r 

th
e 

b
el

ie
f 

o
f 

th
e 

to
w

n
 i

n
fo

rg
iv

en
es

s,
 t

h
e 

w
ea

ke
r 

th
e 

d
ev

a.
”

“T
ri

as
 d

id
 a

ll 
th

is
?”

S
m

ol
de

ri
ng

 C
or

ps
e
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T
h

e 
n

eu
tr

al
 L

o
w

er
 P

la
n

es
. 

“T
h

e 
n

eu
tr

al
 p

la
n

es
, 

eh
? 

T
h

ey
’re

vi
le

 a
n

d
 b

ar
el

y 
u

n
d

er
st

an
d

ab
le

, 
an

d
 t

h
ey

’re
 m

o
re

 i
n

si
d

io
u

s 
o

n
th

ei
r 

o
w

n
 t

h
an

 y
o

u
 c

o
ul

d
 e

ve
r 

im
ag

in
e.

 T
ak

e 
G

eh
en

n
a,

 
fo

r
ex

a
m

p
le

: 
F

o
u

r 
vo

lc
an

o
es

 i
n

 s
ta

ge
s 

o
f 

d
o

rm
an

cy
 f

lo
at

in
g 

in
 a

n
in

fin
ite

 v
o

id
, 

ea
ch

 o
f 

th
em

 s
o

m
eh

o
w

 
al

iv
e,

 a
n

d
 e

ac
h

 o
f 

th
em

w
an

tin
g 

yo
u

r 
so

u
l 

b
y 

w
h

at
e

ve
r 

m
e

an
s 

th
ey

 c
an

 g
et

 i
t.

 P
op

u
la

te
it 

w
ith

 y
u

go
lo

th
s 

—
 t

h
e 

w
o

rs
t 

o
f 

th
e 

fie
n

d
s,

 in
 m

y 
o

p
in

io
n

, 
an

d
yo

u
'v

e 
go

t 
th

e 
p

lac
e.

 T
h

e 
p

la
n

e 
o

f u
lti

m
at

e 
ev

il 
—

 a
t l

ea
st

, t
h

at
’s

w
h

at
 t

h
e

y 
ca

ll 
it 

—
 i

s 
th

e 
G

ra
y 

W
a

st
e,

 a
 n

o
-p

la
ce

 t
h

at
 d

ra
in

s
co

lo
r 

fr
o

m
 y

o
u

r 
b

od
y 

an
d

 s
p

ir
it,

 s
te

al
in

g 
aw

a
y 

e
ve

n
 y

o
u

r 
ap

at
h

y
—

 a
n

d
 i

t’s
 t

h
e 

si
te

 o
f 

th
e 

w
o

rs
t 

b
at

tle
gr

o
un

d
s 

in
 t

h
e 

w
ar

 d
o

w
n

th
er

e.
 D

o
n

’t 
ge

t 
m

e 
st

ar
te

d
…

T
h

en
 y

o
u

'v
e 

go
t 

C
ar

ce
ri

 o
n

 t
h

e
ch

ao
tic

 s
id

e…
”

“A
h

, 
C

ar
ce

ri
 

an
d

 
its

 
p

oi
so

no
u

s 
ju

n
gl

es
, 

ac
id

 
sw

a
m

p
s,

d
es

tr
u

ct
iv

e 
w

at
er

s,
 s

tr
u

n
g 

lik
e 

a 
st

ri
n

g 
o

f 
ro

tt
en

 p
ea

rl
s 

n
es

tle
d

w
ith

in
 o

n
e 

an
o

th
er

…
” 

H
e 

p
au

se
d

 a
n

d
 l

o
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e 

ca
re

fu
lly

,
ag

ai
n

 f
ix

in
g 

m
e 

in
 p

la
ce

 w
ith

 h
is

 e
ye

s.
 “

R
e

m
e

m
b

er
 t

h
is

, 
se

ek
er

:
C

ar
ce

ri
 i

s 
a 

p
ri

so
n

, 
ho

m
e 

to
 t

h
e 

ge
h

re
le

th
s,

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
m

o
st

d
an

ge
ro

u
s 

ty
p

es
 o

f 
fie

n
d

s 
th

er
e 

is
. 

T
h

e 
st

re
n

gt
h

 o
f 

th
e 

p
ri

so
n

 i
s

th
e 

st
re

n
gt

h
 o

f 
th

e 
ca

p
to

r,
 a

s 
st

ro
n

g 
as

 t
h

e 
p

ri
so

n
er

 l
et

s 
it 

b
e.

D
es

tr
o

y 
th

e 
p

ris
o

n
ke

ep
er

, 
an

d
 

a 
b

od
y 

ca
n

 
es

ca
p

e 
th

e 
R

ed
P

ri
so

n.
 T

h
er

e 
is

 a
lm

o
st

 n
o

 o
th

er
 w

a
y 

o
u

t,
 n

o
t 

w
h

en
 t

h
e 

ga
te

s
cl

o
se

 t
h

em
se

lv
es

 a
ga

in
st

 y
o

u
 a

n
d 

w
at

ch
 y

o
u

 s
p

in
 o

ff 
in

to
 t

h
e

va
st

 s
p

ac
e 

su
rro
u

n
di

n
g 

th
e 

o
rb

s.
 B

e 
w

ar
y 

o
f 

C
ar

ce
ri

, 
tr

av
el

er
,

fo
r 

its
 b

on
d

s 
ca

n
 b

e 
gr

ea
te

r 
th

an
 fl

es
h

.”
T

h
e 

la
w

fu
l L

o
w

er
 P

la
n

es
. 

“A
s 

m
u

ch
 a

s 
I 

d
et

es
t 

th
e 

o
rd

er
 o

f
th

e 
la

w
fu

l 
U

p
p

er
 P

la
n

es
, 

at
 l

ea
st

 t
h

ey
 p

re
se

n
t 

a 
m

o
d

ic
u

m
 o

f
go

o
d

n
es

s.
 T

h
ei

r 
lo

w
er

 p
la

n
ar

 c
o

u
nt

er
p

ar
ts

, 
th

ou
gh

…
 A

ch
er

o
n

’s
a 

p
la

ce
 o

f 
ric

o
ch

et
in

g 
cu

b
es

 t
h

at
 n

ev
er

 s
ee

 a
n

 e
n

d
 t

o
 b

at
tle

,
sw

ar
m

in
g 

w
ith

 
th

e 
so

u
ls

 
o

f 
d

ea
d

 
hu

m
an

o
id

s.
 

B
aa

to
r…

” 
h

e
sh

iv
er

ed
 i

n
vo

lu
n

ta
ril

y.
 “

B
aa

to
r 

is
 a

 p
la

ce
 b

es
t 

av
o

id
ed

. 
T

h
o

se
fie

n
d

s 
yo

u
 s

ee
 o

ve
r 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
b

u
t 

th
e 

m
er

es
t 

ex
p

re
ss

io
n

 o
f 

th
e

d
ev

ia
n

t 
co

rr
up

tio
n

 e
m

b
o

d
ie

d
 i

n 
th

at
 s

o
u

lle
ss

 m
a

ch
in

e 
o

f 
o

rd
er

.
A

ll 
th

at
 i

s 
b

ad
 a

b
ou

t 
bu

re
au

cr
ac

y 
an

d
 o

rd
er

 o
rig

in
at

es
 f

ro
m

B
aa

to
r,

 a
n

d 
it 

sp
re

ad
s 

lik
e 

a 
st

ai
n

 a
cr

o
ss

 t
h

e 
h

ea
rt

s 
o

f 
m

o
rt

al
s.

T
h

o
u

gh
 t

h
er

e 
is

 s
o

m
e 

kn
o

w
le

d
g

e 
to

 b
e 

fo
u

nd
 t

h
er

e,
 i

t 
is

 r
ar

el
y

w
o

rt
h

 t
h

e 
sp

iri
tu

al
 r

ap
e 

th
e 

p
la

n
e 

in
fli

ct
s.

”
T

h
e 

ch
ao

tic
 L

o
w

er
 P

la
n

es
. 

“T
h

e 
A

b
ys

s 
is

n
’t 

so
m

ep
la

ce
 y

o
u

sh
o

u
ld

 c
on

si
d

er
 g

oi
n

g.
 W

h
er

e 
B

aa
to

r’s
 a

ll 
o

rd
er

ly
, 

th
e 

A
b

ys
s 

is
fu

ll 
o

f 
ch

ao
s 

an
d

 c
h

an
ge

, 
an

d
 n

on
e 

o
f 

it’
s 

pl
ea

sa
n

t.
 W

h
en

 i
t

b
ec

o
m

es
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

th
at

 a
p

p
ro

xi
m

at
es

 n
o

rm
al

ity
, 

th
at

’s
 w

h
en

yo
u

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
m

o
st

 w
ar

y 
o

f 
it.

 I
t’s

 h
o

m
e 

to
 t

h
e 

ta
n

ar
’r

i, 
w

h
at

m
o

st
 p

rim
es

 c
al

l 
‘d

e
m

o
n

s'
, 

an
d

 t
h

ey
'v

e 
go

t 
th

at
 n

am
e 

fo
r 

a
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S

m
oldering C

orpse

reason. T
hey are unpredictable and m

urderous, and the few
 you

can trust are few
 and far betw

een. T
he few

 I have m
et w

ho I’d
tru

st, I still d
on

’t tru
st en

tirely —
 th

ey are cre
atu

res o
f ch

ao
s

an
d

 evil in
carn

ate, an
d

 if th
ey’re p

u
ttin

g o
n a frien

d
ly face,

w
h

o
’s to

 say it’s n
o

t p
art o

f a larger agen
d

a?”
T

h
e B

o
u

nd
ary P

lan
es. “T

h
ere are tw

o
 B

o
u

n
d

ary P
lan

es to
m

y m
in

d
, an

d th
ey are d

ia
m

etrically o
p

p
o

sed
. O

n
e o

f th
em

,
M

ech
an

u
s, is th

e very essen
ce o

f la
w

, a p
lace w

h
ere b

elie
fs fit

to
geth

er, interlo
ckin

g, tu
rn

in
g, in a m

assive m
ach

in
e th

at is th
e

en
tire p

lan
e. S

o
m

e fo
lks'd

 h
ave it th

at th
e gears o

f M
ech

an
u

s are
th

e en
gin

e th
at d

rives th
e p

lan
es. T

h
e o

th
er plan

e is Lim
b

o
, a

sw
irlin

g m
o

rass o
f C

h
ao

s th
at fo

llo
w

s n
o

 rules, no
n

e, an
d

 ju
st

w
h

en
 a b

o
d

y th
in

ks h
e’s classified

 its b
eh

avio
r, it go

es and
ch

an
ges o

n
 him

 —
 o

r it d
o

esn
’t. Y

ou
 ju

st can
’t tell. I w

as in
Lim

b
o

 n
o

t too
 lo

n
g ago

…
”

H
e clo

sed
 h

is eyes, re
m

e
m

b
erin

g: “I h
ad

 a gith
zerai gu

id
e

w
ith

 m
e, an

 an
arch

 w
h

o
 co

uld
 sh

ap
e th

e illo
gical m

atter o
f th

e
p

lan
e into

 fo
rm

s o
f h

is d
esire. W

e h
ad

 fo
u

gh
t o

ff th
e h

arryin
g o

f
th

e slaad
i, th

e ch
ao

s-creatu
res w

h
o

 call th
at p

lan
e h

o
m

e. 
It

see
m

ed
 th

ere w
ere m

o
re th

an
 u

su
al, bu

t th
en

, o
n

e can n
ever tell

w
h

at’s ‘u
su

al’ in
 Lim

b
o

…
 b

ut I d
igress. In

 th
e m

id
st o

f all th
is

ch
ao

s, w
e ca

m
e acro

ss a series o
f h

u
ge, m

etal, in
terlo

ckin
g

cu
b

es, like so
m

e so
rt o

f p
u

zzle b
o

x. It w
asn

’t so
m

eth
in

g w
e h

ad
sh

ap
ed

, con
sciou

sly o
r n

o
t, an

d w
e co

u
ld

n
’t fin

d
 a w

a
y in

sid
e. It

w
a

s 
like…

 
like 

a 
b

astio
n

 
o

f 
o

rd
er 

w
ith

in
 

th
e 

co
n

fin
es 

o
f

d
iso

rd
er, a seed

 o
f law

. T
h

at is th
e b

est I can
 exp

lain it.”
T

h
e 

O
u

tlan
d

s. 
“T

h
e 

O
u

tlan
d

s 
are 

ab
so

lu
te 

n
eu

trality.
P

ro
b

ab
ly th

e b
est p

lace fo
r a b

od
y to

 visit in
 th

e O
u

ter P
lan

es,
o

u
tsid

e o
f S

igil, if yo
u

 d
on

’t w
an

t to h
ave a p

lan
e’s m

o
rality

fo
rced

 in
to

 yo
u

r h
eart. E

veryth
in

g b
alan

ces o
u

t in
 th

e O
u

tland
s

—
 as it sh

ou
ld

 b
e, fo

r th
e plan

e th
at sits at th

e cen
ter o

f th
e

O
u

ter P
lan

es. P
o

w
ers’realm

s are scattered
 ab

o
u

t h
ere, and

 th
ere

are h
an

d
fu

ls o
f ‘gate to

w
n

s’ th
at op

en
 in

to th
e rest o

f th
e O

u
ter

P
lan

es. T
h

e gate to
w

n
s u

su
ally m

irro
r th

e ph
ilo

so
ph

y o
f th

e
p

lan
e th

eir gates o
p

en
 o

n
 to

 —
 an

d if th
e b

alan
ce o

f b
elief isn

’t
kep

t in
 th

e to
w

n
, th

e to
w

n
 slip

s in
to

 th
e n

earb
y p

lan
e. It’s a b

ad
situ

ation
 fo

r everyo
n

e, b
ecau

se few
 o

f th
e fo

lks in
 th

e to
w

n
s

really w
ant th

at ch
an

ge.”
H

e h
ad

 also
 ju

st co
m

e b
ack fro

m
 th

e N
eg

ative M
aterial

P
lan

e. W
h

en
 I asked

 h
im

 o
f it, his eye

s clo
u

d
ed

 o
ver. “I w

en
t to

th
e Inn

er P
lan

es to
 disco

ver m
y tru

e essen
ce. I m

ad
e th

e m
ista

ke
o

f visitin
g th

e N
egative M

aterial P
lan

e in
 o

rd
er to un

d
erstand

m
y b

o
d

y’s u
rge to

 d
eca

y an
d

 th
e cycle o

f d
eath

 in
 life. I tho

u
gh

t

M
orte, P
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I now
 turned m

y attention to Fhjull. I approached w
here he

w
as 

w
orking 

at 
one 

of 
the 

tables 
holding 

his 
alchem

ical
equipm

ent; he turned to m
e, and spoke.

“F
eh

! S
o

 yo
u

've retu
rn

ed
! A

n
d

 w
h

at d
id

 th
e P

illar sp
eak o

f?
D

id
 it an

sw
er yo

u
r in

sip
id

 qu
estio

ns?”
“T

ell m
e ab

o
u

t T
rias.”

“T
h

at sku
lkin

g p
seu

d
o

-ch
ild

 o
f ligh

t! T
h

at co
n

tem
p

tib
le…

aggh
…

 I m
ean

 n
o

 h
arm

 to
 h

im
 an

d
 h

is treach
erou

s, lyin
g, n

o
-

resp
ect-fo

r-th
e-la

w
 w

a
ys! F

eh
! H

e is a d
eceiver, m

o
rtal, an

d
yo

u
 sh

o
u

ld
 tru

st him
 in

 n
o

th
in

g. I m
ean

 th
is, o

f co
u

rse, w
ith

 all
d

u
e ch

arity an
d

…
” F

o
rked

-T
o

n
gu

e sp
at on

 th
e gro

un
d

, 
“…

kin
d

n
ess. H

is decep
tio

n h
as co

st m
e an

 etern
ity…

 u
n

less h
e

sh
o

u
ld

 d
ie.” H

is too
th

y grin
 w

as su
rp

risin
gly h

o
p

efu
l.

“H
o

w
 d

o
 I get o

u
t o

f th
is crater?”

“F
eh

…
 

d
o

es 
th

is 
m

ean
 

th
at 

yo
u

 
sh

all 
leave 

m
e 

to
 

m
y

so
litud

e on
ce again

? T
h

en
 I p

ro
claim

, w
ith

 as m
u

ch
 d

eligh
t as

p
o

ssib
le, th

at th
e p

o
rtal lies u

nd
er th

e arse en
d

 o
f this creatu

re’s
b

o
n

es. It w
ill retu

rn yo
u

 to
 th

at gro
velin

g ho
vel to

w
n

 o
f C

u
rst,

fro
m

 w
h

en
ce yo

u
 ca

m
e, an

d
 I can

 th
in

k o
f fe

w
 m

o
re b

e
fittin

g
w

a
ys fo

r yo
u

 to travel.”
F

o
rtun

ately fo
r F

h
ju

ll, I w
as as an

xio
u

s to
 leave as h

e w
as

to
 see m

e go
n

e. A
s w

e h
u

rried
 fro

m
 h

is h
o

m
e, I co

u
ld

 h
ear h

im
talkin

g to
 h

im
self b

elo
w

.
“F

eh
! N

o
 m

atter…
 S

o
m

eth
in

g fam
iliar ab

o
u

t th
at o

n
e.”
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M
or

te
, P

ar
t I

I

“M
o

rt
e,

 s
er

io
u

sl
y,

 w
h

y 
ar

e 
yo

u
 s

til
l t

ra
ve

lin
g 

w
ith

 m
e

?”
“C

h
ie

f, 
I 

sa
id

 it
’s

 b
ec

au
se

 I
 p

ro
m

is
ed

, 
al

l 
rig

h
t?

” 
H

e 
lo

o
ke

d
ir

ri
ta

te
d

. 
“W

h
at

 e
ls

e 
co

u
ld

 it
 b

e?
”

“I
 d

o
n

’t 
kn

o
w

. 
Y

ou
 d

id
n

’t 
n

ee
d 

to
 s

tic
k 

ar
o

u
nd

 a
fte

r 
I 

fr
ee

d
yo

u
.” “W

el
l, 

o
f 

co
u

rs
e 

n
o

t,
 c

h
ie

f, 
b

u
t 

I—
” 

A
n

d
 s

u
dd

en
ly

, 
h

is
 t

on
e

o
f 

vo
ic

e 
st

ru
ck

 a
 c

h
o

rd
 in

 m
e,

 a
n

d
 I

 k
n

ew
 

w
hy

 h
e 

h
ad

 r
em

ai
n

ed
w

ith
 m

e,
 a

ll 
th

is
 t

im
e.

“Y
o

u
 f

ee
l g

ui
lt

y.
 B

ec
au

se
 y

o
u

 l
ed

 m
e 

to
 m

y 
d

ea
th

 s
o

 l
o

n
g

ag
o

, 
is

n
’t 

it?
 A

n
d

 y
o

u
'v

e 
b

ee
n

 s
u

ffe
rin

g 
e

ve
r 

si
n

ce
.”

“A
w

, 
c’

m
o

n
, 

ch
ie

f. 
M

e,
 fe

el
 gu

il
ty

? 
I'm

 M
o

rt
e.

”
“N

o
, 

I 
th

in
k 

th
at

’s
 it

. 
W

h
en

 I
 c

am
e 

to
 f

re
e 

yo
u

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

fa
te

yo
u

 d
es

er
ve

d
, 

yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t he

lp
 b

ut
 t

ry
 a

n
d

 h
el

p
 m

e.
 A

n
d

 w
h

en
yo

u
 c

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

le
ft 

a
fte

r 
I 

fr
ee

d
 y

o
u

, 
yo

u
 r

em
ai

n
ed

. 
B

ec
au

se
yo

u
 f

el
t 

in
d

eb
te

d
.”

 M
o

rt
e 

w
as

 s
ile

n
t 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 l
o

o
ki

n
g 

at
m

e.
“M

a
yb

e.
 Y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

at
’s

 f
u

n
n

y?
 A

t 
fir

st
, 

I 
d

on
’t 

kn
o

w
w

h
at

 t
h

e 
fe

el
in

g 
w

a
s 

—
 it

 k
in

d
 o

f s
lo

w
ly

 e
at

s 
at

 y
o

u
, 

y'
kn

o
w

?”
“I

 m
ea

n
, 

at
 f

ir
st

 I
 t

h
ou

gh
t 

it 
w

as
 a

 s
id

e-
ef

fe
ct

 o
f 

so
m

e
en

ch
an

tm
en

t 
th

at
 

‘b
o

un
d

’ 
m

e 
to

 
yo

u
…

 
b

u
t 

af
te

r 
a 

co
u

p
le

h
u

nd
re

d
 y

ea
rs

, 
I 

re
al

iz
ed

 i
t 

w
as

 
m

or
e 

th
an

 t
h

at
…

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g
d

ee
p

er
. 

I 
ju

st
 f

el
t 

d
ra

w
n

, co
nn

ec
te

d 
to

 y
o

u
, 

so
m

eh
o

w
. 

M
a

yb
e

it’
s 

al
l 

yo
u

r 
su

ffe
ri

n
g,

 
ch

ie
f…

 
yo

u
r 

to
rm

en
t.

 
I 

do
n

’t 
kn

o
w

.
M

ay
b

e 
I 

fe
lt…

 I
 d

o
n

’t 
kn

o
w

, r
es

po
ns

ib
le

 f
o

r 
w

h
at

ev
er

 i
t 

is
 I

d
id

. W
h

at
 if

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
I 

d
id

 b
ro

u
gh

t 
yo

u
 to

 th
is

 s
ta

te
?”

“T
h

in
g 

is
, 

I 
do

n
’t 

th
in

k 
m

e 
—

 o
r 

w
h

o
ev

er
 I

 w
as

 —
 r

ea
lly

ev
er

 h
ad

 t
o

 se
e 

th
e 

co
n

se
q

u
en

ce
s 

o
f 

al
l 

th
e 

ly
in

g 
an

d
 c

h
ea

tin
g

I'd
 d

on
e,

 a
nd

 w
h

en
 I

 s
aw

 y
o

u
 f

o
r 

th
e 

fir
st

 t
im

e 
w

h
en

 I
 w

a
s

tr
ap

p
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

P
ill

ar
, 

so
m

eh
o

w
, 

I 
kn

ew
 th

at
 y

o
u

 w
er

e 
th

e 
o

n
e 

I'd
b

et
ra

ye
d

. 
O

n
ce

…
 l

o
n

g 
ag

o
.”

 M
o

rt
e 

si
gh

ed
. 

“A
n

d
 t

h
at

’s
 a

ll 
I

kn
o

w
.”

“I
 s

ee
. 

T
h

an
ks

 f
o

r 
co

m
in

g 
cl

e
an

, 
M

o
rt

e.
”

“N
ah

, 
d

on
’t 

th
an

k 
m

e…
” 

M
o

rt
e 

si
gh

ed
; 

an
d 

to
 m

y 
su

rp
ris

e,
h

is
 v

o
ic

e 
se

e
m

ed
 s

tr
o

n
ge

r 
so

m
eh

o
w

, 
m

o
re

 c
o

n
fid

en
t.

 S
o

m
e 

o
f

th
e 

cr
ac

ks
 a

n
d

 f
ra

ct
u

re
s 

in
 h

is
 s

ku
ll 

h
ad

 v
an

is
h

ed
, 

as
 i

f 
h

ea
le

d
.

“N
ah

, 
th

e 
th

an
ks

 i
s 

al
l 

to
 y

o
u

 —
 I

 f
ee

l 
lik

e 
I 

ju
st

 h
ad

 a
 P

la
n

e
m

o
ve

d
 o

ff 
m

y 
sh

o
u

ld
er

s…
 s

o 
to

 s
p

ea
k.

”
W

h
at

ev
er

 e
ls

e 
h

ap
p

en
ed

, 
M

o
rt

e 
h

ad
 r

ep
ai

d
 t

h
e 

d
eb

t 
h

e 
fe

lt
h

e 
o

w
ed

 m
e.

 M
o

re
, 

I 
th

in
k 

th
at

 h
is

 t
el

lin
g 

m
e 

th
is

 a
llo

w
ed

 h
im

to
 b

el
ie

ve
 t

h
e 

d
eb

t 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

 p
ai

d
, 

o
r 

at
 l

ea
st

 t
h

e 
fin

al
 p

ay
m

en
t

w
o

u
ld

 c
o

m
e 

d
u

e 
at

 t
h

e 
en

d
 o

f m
y 

q
u

es
t.

S
m

ol
de

ri
ng

 C
or

ps
e
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m
ys

el
f 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
ag

ai
ns

t 
th

e 
il

l 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 t
he

 p
la

ne
 w

it
h 

m
y

m
ag

ic
, 

bu
t 

I 
w

as
 

w
ro

ng
. 

T
he

 
bl

ac
kn

es
s 

of
 

in
fi

ni
te

 
no

th
in

g
pr

es
se

d 
on

 m
y 

so
ul

, 
an

d 
I 

w
as

 b
es

et
 b

y 
sh

ad
ow

s 
th

at
 s

ou
gh

t 
to

sn
u

ff 
o

u
t 

m
y 

ve
ry

 s
o

u
l. 

I 
lo

st
 m

y 
w

a
y 

fo
r 

a 
tim

e 
—

 f
o

r 
an

et
er

n
ity

 —
 a

n
d

 n
ea

rly
 lo

st
 m

y 
ex

is
te

n
ce

. 
I c

o
u

ld
 fe

el
 m

y 
es

se
n

ce
fa

lli
n

g 
a

w
a

y 
fr

o
m

 m
e,

 a
n

d
 a

m
 e

ve
n

 n
o

w
 h

al
f-

go
n

e.
 N

ev
er

 w
ill

 I
re

tu
rn

.”
“H

o
w

 d
id

 y
o

u
 s

u
rv

iv
e?

”
“H

o
w

 d
id

 I
 s

u
rv

iv
e?

” 
H

e 
sm

ile
d

 t
ig

h
tly

. 
“W

ith
 a

 p
ie

ce
 o

f
n

o
th

in
g 

th
at

 h
el

d
 b

ac
k 

th
e 

n
o

th
in

g.
 N

o
th

in
g 

ca
n

 s
to

p
 n

o
th

in
g,

yo
u

 k
n

o
w

, 
an

d
 s

o
 I

 c
ar

rie
d

 n
ot

h
in

g 
in

 m
y 

h
an

d
 t

o
 p

ro
te

ct
 m

e.
D

o
 y

o
u

 p
la

n
 t

o
 j

o
ur

n
ey

 t
o

 t
h

e 
ul

tim
at

e 
n

eg
at

io
n

 y
o

u
rs

el
f?

 Y
o

u
h

av
e 

th
e 

sm
el

l o
f 

d
es

p
er

at
io

n
 a

b
o

ut
 y

o
u

, 
an

d
 s

o
 I

 m
ak

e 
yo

u
 t

h
is

gi
ft.

 H
o

ld
 i

t 
in

 y
o

u
r 

h
an

d
 w

h
en

 t
h

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s 

p
re

ss
 i

n
, 

an
d

 i
t

sh
o

u
ld

 p
ro

te
ct

 y
o

u
 a

nd
 y

o
u

r 
fr

ie
n

d
s 

so
m

e
w

h
at

, 
sh

o
u

ld
 

th
ey

re
m

ai
n

 c
lo

se
 t

o
 y

o
u

. 
H

eh
.”

 H
e 

p
as

se
d

 m
e 

a 
sm

al
l, 

b
la

ck
 t

o
ke

n
th

at
 lo

o
ke

d
 a

s 
if 

it 
h

ad
 n

o
 d

im
en

si
o

n
al

ity
 t

o
 it

 a
ll.
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T
his exhausted the short list I had gotten from

 the bartender of
those 

w
ho 

m
ight 

help, 
but 

I 
approached 

another 
table,

som
ething draw

ing m
e. T

he m
an before m

e w
as old. H

is dry,
yellow

 skin had the scars of one w
ho had traveled everyw

here
and never rested long in any one place. H

is pinched face w
as

inhum
anly 

angular, 
and 

his 
ears 

sw
ept 

out 
from

 
his 

skull,
tapering to points. H

e w
ore a loose-fitting orange tunic, and a

strange, shim
m

ering blade w
as strapped across his back. T

he
blade looked to be a tw

o-pronged glaive, m
ade of som

e m
etal

w
hose surface sw

irled like a film
 of oil on a pond.

T
he m

an turned to m
e, his eyes like polished coal. H

e stared
through m

e, and for a m
om

ent, I w
ondered if he m

ight be blind.
T

he w
eapon suddenly turned a dead, flat black, m

irroring the
m

an
’s e

yes.
“A

re yo
u

 all righ
t?” I asked

. H
e said

 no
thin

g fo
r a m

o
m

en
t,

m
erely se

arch
ed

 m
y face w

ith
 h

is eyes, th
en

 h
e replied

.
“H

ail…
 traveler.” H

is vo
ice w

as q
u

iet an
d so

m
b

er, like a
w

in
d

 w
h

isp
erin

g th
rou

gh
 th

e b
ran

ch
es o

f a great tree. T
h

e m
an

m
et m

y g
aze, h

is e
yes b

u
rro

w
in

g in
to

 m
in

e. H
is w

ea
p

o
n

 d
rain

ed
o

f its b
lack co

lo
r, resu

m
in

g its sh
im

m
erin

g I n
o

ticed b
efo

re I
sp

o
ke to

 h
im

. “Y
o

u
r eyes h

a
ve th

e w
eigh

t o
f o

n
e w

h
o

 h
as

traveled
 far to

 b
e in

 th
is place.” T

h
e m

an
’s ga

ze d
id

 no
t w

aver
fro

m
 m

in
e.

“I a
m

 know
n as D

ak'ko
n

.” T
h

e em
p

h
asis h

e p
laced

 on
 th

e
w

o
rd

 know
n stru

ck m
e as o

d
d

…
 yet fa

m
iliar at th

e sa
m

e tim
e.

“Y
o

u
…

 are n
ot know

n to
 m

e.”
“I d

o
 n

o
t kn

o
w

 m
yself. “ I rep

lied
 ho

n
estly.

“T
h

at is fo
r th

e b
est. In know

ing yo
u

rself, th
ere w

o
u

ld
 b

e
little in th

e P
lan

es left w
o

rth
 know

ing.” H
e fell silent fo

r a
m

o
m

en
t, still stu

d
yin

g m
e w

ith
 h

is co
al-b

lack eyes. “I w
o

u
ld

know
 w

h
y yo

u
 h

ave co
m

e to
 th

is city.”
“I'm

 lo
o

kin
g fo

r an
sw

ers…
 I h

ave m
an

y q
u

estio
n

s.”
“S

p
eak yo

u
r q

u
estio

n
s. I w

ill h
ear yo

u
.”

“Y
o

u
r featu

res are…
 u

n
fa

m
iliar to

 m
e. W

h
at are yo

u
?”

“A
 

gith
zerai.” 

W
h

en
 

h
e 

said
 

no
 

m
o

re, 
I 

rep
eated

 
h

is
state

m
en

t, as a q
u

estion
.

“A
 gith

zerai?”

M
orte, P

art II
401

think w
e both w

ere really im
pressed w

ith each other, so you
invited m

e off the P
illar, and I’ve kind of been w

ith you ever
sin

ce.”
“U

h
…

 w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed th
en

?”
“W

ell, I d
id

n
’t kn

o
w

 I'd
 lo

se m
o

st o
f th

e P
illar’s kn

o
w

led
ge

o
n

ce I w
as o

u
t o

f it…
 I m

ean
, h

o
w

 w
as I to

 kn
o

w
, I'd

 n
ever

b
een

 o
ff th

e d
am

n
 th

in
g…

 bu
t yo

u
 w

ere p
retty u

n
d

erstand
in

g
ab

o
u

t it…
”

“Y
o

u
 lo

st all th
e kn

o
w

led
ge yo

u
 said

 yo
u

 h
ad

…
?”

M
y visio

n
 sw

irled
 ag

ain
, m

a
kin

g m
e d

izzy, an
d

 I felt m
y

gu
t 

ch
u

rn
 

—
 

I 
h

eard
 

th
e 

crackin
g, 

sn
ap

p
in

g 
o

f 
b

on
e, 

and
M

o
rte’s ho

w
ls —

 h
o

w
lin

g in
 p

ain
, screa

m
in

g fo
r so

m
eo

n
e to

sto
p

, to
 sto

p killing h
im

…
 an

d
 m

y h
an

d
, lash

in
g o

ut, again
 and

again
 an

d
…

E
ch

o
: “ D

A
M

N
 yo

u
, sku

ll, yo
u

 L
IE

D
 to

 m
e. I'll T

H
R

U
ST Y

O
U

B
A

C
K  

IN
 

T
H

A
T 

D
A

M
N

A
B

L
E 

P
IL

L
A

R 
A

N
D

 
L

E
A

V
E 

Y
O

U
 

T
O

 
D

IE

T
H

E
R

E .”
T

h
ere w

as th
e clatter o

f b
o

n
e again

st w
h

at so
u

nd
ed

 like
m

etal —
 a flo

o
r o

r a w
all, an

d
 th

e skitterin
g o

f teeth
 kno

cked
fre

e. I co
u

ld
 h

ear M
o

rte, m
e

w
lin

g like a b
eaten

 d
o

g fo
r m

e to
 st-

E
ch

o
: “ K

N
O

W
 T

H
A

T Y
O

U
R SU

FFE
R

IN
G

 O
N

 T
H

E P
IL

L
A

R W
IL

L

B
E  N

O
T

H
IN

G
 T

O
 T

H
E T

O
R

M
E

N
T I W

IL
L M

A
K

E Y
O

U
 SU

FFE
R.”

M
y visio

n
 sw

irled
, an

d
 M

o
rte’s cries eb

b
ed

, fad
in

g in
to h

is
ch

atterin
g rh

yth
m

. I h
ad

 d
ou

bted
 M

o
rte, b

u
t h

e h
ad

 b
een

 th
e

m
o

st faith
fu

l o
f all m

y co
m

p
an

io
n

s. A
ll tho

se years w
ith

 th
e

‘p
ractical’ in

carn
ation

, and
 th

en
 the in

carn
ation

s th
at fo

llo
w

ed
,

th
o

se th
at d

id
n

’t reject h
im

 o
u

tright m
u

st h
ave alw

a
ys b

een
su

sp
iciou

s. H
e co

uld
 h

ave left at an
y tim

e, b
u

t h
e h

adn
’t.

“S
o

, yo
u

 realized
 I still h

ad m
y u

ses, so
 I to

o
k u

p
 w

ith
 yo

u
an

d
 I've b

een
 w

ith
 yo

u
 ever sin

ce.”
“M

o
rte, w

h
at d

id
 I w

an
t fro

m
 th

e P
illar? A

n
d

 h
o

w
 lo

n
g w

as
it th

at I freed
 yo

u
?”

M
o

rte th
ou

gh
t fo

r a m
o

m
en

t. “W
ell, as fo

r h
o

w
 lo

n
g, I do

n
’t

kn
o

w
 th

e exact co
u

n
t, ch

ief —
 ages, I su

p
po

se. I've d
o

n
e all I

co
u

ld to h
elp yo

u
 each

 tim
e, b

u
t…

” M
o

rte sigh
ed

. “It’s n
o

t
easy. A

n
d

 as fo
r w

h
at yo

u
 w

an
ted

 at th
e P

illar, I do
n

’t kn
o

w
 —

o
n

ce yo
u

 p
ried m

e o
ff, I co

u
ld

n
’t rem

e
m

b
er.”

“S
o

 yo
u

've sta
yed

 w
ith

 m
e all th

is tim
e?”

“W
ell, ye

ah
, ch

ief. I said
 I w

o
u

ld. M
o

rte alw
a

ys keep
s h

is
p

ro
m

ises.” H
e p

au
sed

. “W
ell, m

o
st o

f th
em

. H
eh

-h
eh

. T
h

ere
w

a
s th

is o
n

e ch
it o

n
 A

rb
o

rea w
h

o
 —

” I su
dd

en
ly realized

 th
at

M
o

rte’s ton
e h

ad
 ch

an
ged

 —
 p

ast th
e jo

ke, I realized
 h

e w
as

tryin
g to

 h
id

e so
m

eth
in

g. S
o

m
eth

in
g ab

o
ut w

h
y h

e w
as w

ith
 m

e.



40
0

M
or

te
, P

ar
t I

I

ca
tc

h
es

 u
p

 w
ith

 y
o

u
 —

 a
n

d 
w

h
en

 I 
go

t p
en

n
ed

 in
 t

h
e 

d
ea

d
-b

o
o

k,
it 

w
as

 m
y 

tu
rn

 t
o

 p
ay

 t
h

e 
fe

rr
ym

an
.”

“S
o

 h
o

w
 d

id
 y

o
u

 e
sc

ap
e 

th
e 

P
ill

ar
?”

“W
el

l…
 y

o
u

 h
el

p
ed

 m
e,

 c
h

ie
f. 

W
h

en
 y

o
u

 s
h

o
w

ed
 u

p
 a

t 
th

e
P

ill
ar

 o
f 

S
ku

lls
, 

I 
pu

sh
ed

 m
y 

w
a

y 
to

 t
h

e 
fr

o
n

t.
 M

y 
o

b
vi

o
u

s
kn

o
w

-h
o

w
 a

n
d

 c
h

ar
m

 a
tt

ra
ct

ed
 y

o
u

r 
at

te
n

tio
n

 —
 y

o
u

 k
n

ew
 t

h
at

I 
w

as
 t

h
e 

h
ea

d
 t

h
at

 k
n

ew
 t

h
e 

m
o

st
. 

S
o

 I 
cu

t 
a 

d
ea

l w
ith

 y
o

u
.”

A
s 

M
o

rt
e 

sp
o

ke
, 

m
y 

vi
si

o
n

 s
ee

m
ed

 t
o

 b
le

ed
 in

to
 a

 f
ie

ry
 r

ed
,

an
d

 I
 h

ea
rd

 a
 h

o
w

lin
g,

 a
 h

o
rr

ib
le

 
sc

re
am

in
g 

to
w

er
 o

f 
vo

ic
es

,
ch

itt
er

in
g,

 
sc

re
ec

h
in

g,
 

h
am

m
er

in
g,

 
A

L
L
 

o
f 

th
e

m
 

b
eg

gi
n

g,
sc

re
a

m
in

g 
to

 b
e 

fr
ee

d
, 

an
d

 M
o

rt
e’

s 
vo

ic
e…

 f
ai

n
t,

 a
lm

o
st

 l
o

st
 i

n
th

e 
ho

rd
e.

 H
e 

so
u

nd
ed

 d
es

p
er

at
e,

 f
rig

h
te

n
ed

, 
an

d
…

 p
at

h
et

ic
al

ly
,

tr
ag

ic
al

ly
 lo

st
.

E
ch

o
: 

“Y
ou

. S
ku

ll.
 S

p
ea

k.
”

T
h

e 
h

o
w

lin
g 

vo
ic

es
 f

el
l 

si
le

n
t,

 a
n

d 
I 

w
at

ch
ed

 t
h

e 
tin

y,
 r

ed
-

lin
ed

 s
ku

ll,
 i

ts
 c

ra
ck

ed
 f

ea
tu

re
s 

ca
st

 i
n

 a
 h

el
lis

h
 l

ig
h

t, 
tu

rn
 i

ts
e

ye
s 

u
p

 a
t 

m
e.

 B
lo

o
d

 a
nd

 ic
ho

r 
h

ad
 s

tr
ea

m
ed

 a
cr

o
ss

 it
s 

fe
at

u
re

s,
an

d
 i

ts
 t

ee
th

 c
h

at
te

re
d

, 
as

 i
f 

co
ld

. 
“I

…
 I

 c
-c

-c
an

 h
el

p
 y

o
u

. 
I

kn
o

w
 

w
-w

-w
h

at
 

yo
u

 
se

ek
…

 
al

l 
th

es
e 

h
ea

d
s…

 
al

l 
th

ei
r

kn
o

w
in

g…
 ju

st
 p

le
as

e,
 I

 be
g 

yo
u

, 
fr

ee
 m

e.
 L

et
 m

e he
lp

 y
o

u
. 

I'l
l

te
ll 

yo
u

 a
n

yt
h

in
g,

 ev
er

yt
hi

ng
.”

E
ch

o
: 

“W
il

l 
yo

u
? 

SW
E

A
R
 i

t,
 s

ku
ll.

 S
W

E
A

R
 y

o
u

 w
ill

 s
er

ve
 m

e
u

n
til

 m
y 

E
n

d
 D

ay
s,

 o
r 

h
er

e 
yo

u
 w

ill
 r

em
ai

n
.”

“I
 s

w
ea

r.
 I

 s
w

ea
r…

 j
u

st
 p

le
as

e,
 

pl
ea

se
 f

re
e 

m
e…

 I
…

” 
I

w
at

ch
ed

 a
s 

M
o

rt
e 

si
ck

en
in

gl
y 

sw
al

lo
w

ed
, 

h
is

 p
rid

e 
al

m
o

st
 a

ta
n

gi
b

le
 t

h
in

g.
 “

I…
 be

g 
yo

u
. 

Le
t 

m
e h

el
p 

yo
u

. 
P

le
as

e.
”

E
ch

o
: 

“V
er

y 
w

el
l. 

I 
sh

al
l f

re
e 

yo
u

.”
M

y 
vi

si
o

n
 

sl
id

, 
as

 
if 

I 
w

as
 

m
o

vi
n

g,
 

an
d

 
th

e 
ho

w
lin

g,
sc

re
a

m
in

g 
ca

co
p

h
on

y 
b

eg
an

 
ag

ai
n

, 
a 

n
ig

h
tm

ar
is

h
 

h
o

rd
e 

o
f

h
o

w
ls

 a
n

d
 c

at
-c

al
ls

 a
n

d
 t

au
n

ts
 a

n
d

 i
n

su
lts

…
 t

h
e 

fe
el

 o
f 

m
y

h
an

d
s 

sl
id

in
g 

in
to

 t
h

e 
fil

th
y 

q
u

ag
m

ir
e 

o
f 

th
e 

p
ill

ar
, 

th
e 

b
iti

n
g 

o
f

fa
n

gs
, 

m
an

d
ib

le
s,

 a
nd

 m
y 

h
an

d
s 

lo
ck

in
g 

ar
ou

nd
 t

h
e 

tin
y 

sk
u

ll
an

d
 r

ip
p

in
g,

 t
ea

ri
n

g 
it 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

p
ill

ar
 li

ke
 a

n
 o

ld
 s

ca
b

…
E

ch
o

: 
“I

t i
s 

D
O

N
E
.”

I 
lo

o
ke

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t 
th

e 
b

lo
od

y 
sk

u
ll 

in
 m

y 
sc

ar
re

d
 h

an
d

s,
 i

ts
e

ye
s 

co
ve

re
d

 i
n

 i
ch

o
r 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

p
ill

ar
, 

an
d

 i
ts

 t
ee

th
 c

h
at

te
re

d
,

o
n

ce
, 

tw
ic

e.
 I

t 
re

m
in

d
ed

 m
e 

o
f 

a 
w

a
ili

n
g 

n
ew

b
o

rn
, 

h
el

p
le

ss
 —

an
d

 in
 th

e 
ey

es
 o

f t
h

e 
m

an
 I 

o
n

ce
 w

as
 —

 p
at

h
et

ic
.

E
ch

o
: 

“I
 h

av
e 

fr
e

ed
 y

o
u

. 
N

o
w

 y
o

u
r 

lif
e…

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

r 
d

ea
th

 i
s

m
in

e…
 M

o
rt

e.
”

M
y 

vi
si

o
n

 s
w

ir
le

d
, 

th
e 

m
is

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
p

as
t 

d
ri

fti
n

g 
aw

a
y,

 a
n

d
M

o
rt

e 
w

as
 s

til
l c

h
at

te
ri

n
g 

on
. 

“W
e 

ta
lk

ed
 f

o
r 

a 
w

h
ile

, 
ch

ie
f, 

yo
u

an
d

 m
e,

 s
ee

in
g 

w
h

et
h

er
 t

h
e 

ar
ra

n
ge

m
en

t 
w

o
u

ld
 w

o
rk

, 
an

d
 I

D
ak

’k
o

n
, 

P
ar

t 
I

5
3

“A
 g

ith
ze

ra
i 

is
 o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

.”
 A

ga
in

 I
 h

ad
 t

o
 p

ro
m

p
t

h
im

. “O
n

e 
o

f t
h

e 
P

eo
pl

e?
”

“A
 g

ith
ze

ra
i.”

 W
o

n
d

er
in

g 
if 

h
e 

w
as

n
’t 

as
 h

u
m

o
rl

es
s 

as
 h

e
ap

p
ea

re
d

, 
I a

sk
ed

 m
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
 a

ga
in

.
“Y

es
, 

b
u

t 
w

h
at

 i
s 

a 
gi

th
ze

ra
i, 

ex
ac

tly
? 

“ 
D

a
k'

ko
n

 w
as

 s
ile

n
t

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
 s

p
o

ke
.

“O
u

r 
h

is
to

ry
 d

o
es

 n
o

t 
n

ee
d

 t
o

 b
e 

m
ad

e 
kn

ow
n 

to
 y

o
u

. 
W

e
w

o
u

ld
 b

le
ed

 t
o

 d
ea

th
 o

n 
tim

e’
s 

b
la

d
e 

b
ef

o
re

 I
 r

ec
ite

d
 a

 f
ra

ct
io

n
o

f t
h

e 
h

is
to

ri
es

 o
f o

u
r 

P
eo

pl
e.

”
“I

 d
o

n
’t 

n
ee

d 
to

 k
no

w
 y

o
u

r 
h

is
to

ri
es

…
 b

u
t 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 k

no
w

 o
f

yo
u

r 
p

eo
p

le
 a

s 
th

ey
 a

re
 n

o
w

.”
“K

no
w

 t
h

is
 a

n
d 

ac
ce

p
t 

it 
as

 a
n

 a
n

sw
er

: 
W

e 
ar

e 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
w

h
o

 m
ak

e 
o

u
r 

h
o

m
e 

u
p

on
 t

h
e 

sh
ift

in
g 

p
la

n
e 

o
f 

Li
m

b
o

.”
 W

ith
 a

d
ef

t 
m

o
tio

n
, D

ak
'k

o
n

 s
lip

p
ed

 th
e 

bl
ad

e 
fr

o
m

 h
is

 b
ac

k 
an

d
 h

el
d

 it
b

ef
o

re
 h

im
.

“T
h

er
e,

 w
e 

m
o

ld
 t

h
e 

m
at

te
r 

o
f 

Li
m

b
o

 w
ith

 o
u

r 
m

in
d

s.
 W

e
fo

rg
e 

ci
tie

s 
w

ith
 

o
u

r 
th

ou
gh

ts
.”

 
A

s 
I 

w
at

ch
ed

, 
a 

se
ri

es
 

o
f

rip
p

lin
g 

w
av

es
 o

f 
m

et
al

 b
eg

an
 t

o
 r

o
ll 

fo
rt

h 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
ce

n
te

r 
o

f
th

e 
b

la
d

e.
 

T
h

e 
p

itc
h 

an
d 

cr
es

t 
o

f 
th

e 
w

av
es

 
m

at
ch

ed
 

th
e

in
fle

ct
io

n
s 

in
 D

ak
'k

o
n

’s
 v

o
ic

e.
 “

In
 it

s 
ch

ao
s 

w
e 

d
w

el
l, 

w
ith

 o
n

ly
o

u
r k

no
w

in
g 

to
 p

re
se

rv
e 

u
s.

 W
e 

ar
e 

th
e 

gi
th

ze
ra

i.”
“W

h
at

 
is

 
th

at
 

b
la

d
e 

yo
u

 
h

av
e…

 
it 

m
o

ve
d

, 
sh

ift
ed

 
in

re
sp

o
n

se
 t

o 
yo

u
r 

vo
ic

e.
”

“I
t 

is
 a

 k
ar

ac
h 

b
la

d
e.

 I
t 

is
 a

n
 o

bj
ec

t 
th

at
 le

ts
 o

th
er

s 
kn

ow
 th

e
ra

n
k 

o
f t

h
e 

w
ie

ld
er

.”
“W

h
at

 r
an

k 
d

o
es

 t
h

e 
bl

ad
e 

si
gn

ify
?”

“T
h

e 
b

la
d

e 
is

 a
 s

ym
b

o
l 

ca
rr

ie
d

 b
y 

th
e ze
rt

h.
 A

 z
er

th
 i

s 
o

n
e

w
h

o
 k

no
w

s 
th

e 
w

o
rd

s 
o

f 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
. 

In
 kn

ow
in

g 
th

e 
w

o
rd

s 
o

f
Z

er
th

im
o

n
, 

th
ey

 kn
ow

 th
em

se
lv

es
.”

“Z
er

th
im

o
n

?”
 I 

p
ro

m
p

te
d

 a
ga

in
.

“Z
er

th
im

o
n

 f
o

u
n

d
ed

 o
u

r 
rac

e.
 H

e k
ne

w
 t

h
e 

gi
th

ze
ra

i 
b

ef
o

re
th

ey
 kn

ew
 th

e
m

se
lv

es
. 

H
e 

d
e

fin
ed

 t
h

e 
P

eo
p

le
. H

e 
ga

ve
 t

h
e

m
 o

n
e

m
in

d
.”

“Y
o

u
 s

ee
m

 t
o

 p
la

ce
 a

 s
p

ec
ia

l e
m

p
h

as
is

 o
n

 ‘k
no

w
in

g.
’ W

h
at

d
o

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

?”
“A

ll 
th

in
gs

, 
w

h
et

h
er

 s
tr

u
ct

u
re

 o
r 

fle
sh

 —
 t

h
ei

r 
ex

is
te

n
ce

 i
s

d
ef

in
ed

 b
y 

th
ei

r kn
ow

in
g 

o
f t

h
em

se
lv

es
.”

“A
n

d
 if

 a
 m

an
 d

o
es

 n
o

t 
kn

o
w

 h
im

se
lf?

”
“W

h
en

 a
 m

in
d

 d
o

es
 n

o
t kn

ow
 i

ts
el

f, 
it 

is
 f

la
w

ed
. 

W
h

en
 a

m
in

d
 i

s 
fla

w
ed

, 
th

e 
m

an
 i

s 
fla

w
ed

. 
W

h
en

 a
 m

an
 i

s 
fla

w
ed

, 
th

at
w

h
ic

h
 h

e 
to

u
ch

es
 i

s 
fla

w
ed

.”
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 p
au

se
d

. 
“I

t 
is

 s
ai

d
 t

h
at

w
h

at
 a

 fl
a

w
ed

 m
an

 s
ee

s,
 h

is
 h

an
d

s 
m

ak
e 

b
ro

ke
n

.”
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D

ak’ko
n

, P
art I

“D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 yo

u
rself?

”
D

ak'ko
n

 fell silen
t. H

is co
al black e

ye
s to

o
k on

 th
e sam

e
d

istan
ce th

at I no
ticed

 w
h

en
 I first sp

o
ke. I sen

sed th
is q

u
estio

n
w

a
s im

p
o

rtan
t, so

 I p
ressed

 h
im

.
“I ask a

gain
: D

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 yo
u

rself?” W
h

en
 D

ak'ko
n

 sp
o

ke
again

, h
is vo

ice h
ad ch

an
ged

; h
is w

o
rd

s ech
o

ed, like a great
sto

n
e d

ro
pp

ed
 in

to
 a ch

asm
. It lo

o
ked

 like h
e w

as fo
rcin

g th
e

w
o

rd
s fro

m
 h

is ch
est.

“It is n
ot m

y w
ill th

at yo
u

 know
 this.” I w

as n
o

w
 su

re h
is

an
sw

er, o
r refu

sal to
 an

sw
er, w

o
u

ld
 tell m

e m
u

ch
.

“P
erh

ap
s I w

as b
ein

g to
o

 kin
d

 p
h

rasin
g it as a qu

estio
n

: T
ell

m
e.” T

h
e an

sw
erin

g w
o

rd
s ca

m
e o

u
t o

f D
ak'ko

n
 slo

w
ly, as if

th
ey w

ere b
ein

g carried
 o

n
e b

y o
n

e.
“It…

 
h

as 
co

m
e 

to
 

p
ass 

th
at 

I 
d

o
 

n
ot 
know

 
m

yself.”
D

ak'ko
n

’s vo
ice d

ro
pp

ed
 to

 a w
h

isp
er, like san

d
. “I d

o
 n

o
t 

know
w

h
y. I know

 it h
as h

app
en

ed
, b

ut I 
know

 no
t th

e h
o

w
, n

o
r th

e
w

h
en

…
 n

o
r h

o
w

 to
 know

 m
yself o

n
ce m

o
re.” I felt a sad

n
ess at

th
ese w

o
rd

s, w
h

ich
 I w

as care
fu

l to
 keep

 on
 th

e in
sid

e, aw
a

y
fro

m
 D

a
k'ko

n
, fo

r it w
as o

b
viou

s h
e w

o
u

ld
 no

t app
reciate it. I

tu
rn

ed to a m
o

re n
eu

tral su
bject.

“C
an

 yo
u

 tell m
e ab

o
u

t th
is city?”

“It is know
n b

y th
e n

am
e ‘S

igil.’ A
m

o
n

g th
e P

eo
p

le, it is
know

n as th
e city th

at d
o

es n
o

t 
know

 itself.”
“It d

o
esn

’t kn
o

w
 itself? W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 m

ean
?”

“T
h

e city e
xists, b

u
t it do

es n
ot 
know

 itself. In
 n

o
t know

ing
itself, its existen

ce is fla
w

ed
.”

“T
h

e city e
xists in

 o
pp

o
sition

 to
 itself. It h

as set itself ap
art

fro
m

 th
e p

lan
es, yet it seeks to

 b
e everyw

h
ere at o

n
ce. Its w

alls
are d

o
o

rs, yet it keep
s th

ese d
o

o
rs lo

cked
. S

u
ch an

 existen
ce

tells o
f a th

in
g th

at do
es no

t 
know

 itself. In
 n

o
t know

ing itself, it
is 

fla
w

ed
.” 

I 
co

n
sid

ered
 

his 
statem

en
t, 

an
d

 
fo

rm
u

lated
 

a
co

u
n

ter-argu
m

en
t, d

isp
layin

g a su
p

plen
ess o

f m
in

d
 w

h
ich

 I felt
su

re I co
u

ld
 n

o
t h

ave m
an

a
ged

 a sh
o

rt tim
e b

efo
re.

“W
h

at if th
e city is not flaw

ed
? A

 th
in

g d
o

es no
t n

eed
 to b

e
o

rd
ered

 
and

 
h

ave 
a 

p
u

rpo
se 

to
 

kn
o

w
 

itself. 
W

h
at 

if 
th

ese
co

n
trad

ictio
n

s are stren
gth

s th
at yo

u
 can

no
t see?”

“T
o

 yo
u

r q
u

estio
n

, a qu
estion

: W
h

at if th
e city is fla

w
ed

,
an

d
 yo

u
 see its co

n
trad

iction
s all arou

nd
 yo

u
?”

“T
o

 
your 

q
u

estio
n

, 
a 

qu
estion

: 
Y

o
u 

claim
 

th
is 

city’s
existen

ce is fla
w

ed
. Y

o
u

 h
ave accep

ted
 th

is rath
er th

an
 exp

lo
re

th
e po

ssib
ility th

at so
m

eth
in

g greater m
a

y e
xist. T

h
at su

gge
sts

yo
u

 are fla
w

ed
…

 an
d

 th
at yo

u
 d

o
 no

t search
 fo

r kn
o

w
led

ge, b
u

t
o

n
ly fo

r a co
n

ven
ien

t an
sw

er.” D
ak'ko

n
 fell silen

t.

M
orte, P

art II
399

M
O

R
T

E
, P

A
R

T
 II

I needed to talk to M
orte, after the experiences of the P

illar of
S

kulls. I took M
orte aside, and asked him

 again how
 he ended

up on the pillar. M
orte had already regained his insouciant

m
anner, despite w

hat I had just put him
 through.

“S
ee, w

ell, th
ere’s th

is pillar on
 A

vern
u

s, th
e first layer o

f
B

aato
r; it’s called

 th
e P

illar o
f S

ku
lls, b

u
t it’s m

o
re like th

e
p

illar o
f h

ead
s. T

o
 h

ear so
m

e b
ash

ers tell it, it’s 
supposedly

m
ad

e o
f th

e h
ead

s o
f b

erks, m
o

stly sag
es an

d
 sch

o
lars, w

h
o

u
sed

 th
eir kn

o
w

in
g o

f th
is and

 kn
o

w
in

g o
f th

at w
h

en
 th

ey w
ere

alive to
 stretch

 th
e tru

th
 a little…

 so
 m

u
ch

 th
ey m

igh
t h

ave h
u

rt,
o

r uh
, killed so

m
eo

n
e b

y d
o

in
g it. W

ell, w
h

en
 I 

died, I end
ed

 u
p

th
ere. F

un
n

y, h
uh

?”
“N

o
t really.”

“E
h

…
” M

o
rte w

en
t silen

t fo
r a m

o
m

en
t. “Y

eah
, 

yo
u

’re
righ

t; it’s n
o

t fu
n

n
y at all. Y

o
u see, I th

in
k I kn

ew
 a lo

t o
f th

in
gs

w
h

en
 I w

a
s alive. A

n
d

 m
a

yb
e w

h
en

 I d
id

 kno
w

 so
m

eth
in

g, I
d

idn
’t alw

a
ys tell th

e tru
th ab

ou
t it. I'm

 th
in

kin
g th

at w
h

en
 I

b
en

t th
e truth

 o
n

ce o
r tw

ice, I m
ay h

ave led
 to

 so
m

eo
n

e gettin
g

p
en

n
ed in th

e d
ead

-bo
o

k soo
n

er th
an

 th
ey sh

o
u

ld h
ave.”

“It w
a

s m
e, w

asn
’t it?”

M
o

rte lo
o

ked
 at m

e fo
r a m

o
m

en
t. “Y

eah
. I can

’t say 
how

 I
kn

o
w

 it, ch
ief, b

u
t I th

in
k so

. I thin
k yo

u
 w

ere th
e o

n
e th

at got
m

e sen
t th

ere; th
e last tw

ig in
 th

e bu
nd

le b
efo

re th
e w

h
o

le lo
ad

sn
ap

s. T
h

in
g is, I can

’t rem
e

m
b

er w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed —
 I d

on
’t

even
 re

m
e

m
b

er b
ein

g h
u

m
an

, o
r w

h
at m

y life w
as even

 like
b

efo
re I w

o
ke u

p
 o

n
 th

e P
illar.”

“W
h

y d
id

 yo
u

 fo
rget?”

“T
h

at’s p
retty m

u
ch

 th
e w

a
y o

f th
in

gs w
h

en
 yo

u
 d

ie, as I'm
su

re yo
u

’re n
o

 stran
ger to. Y

ou
 ju

st…
 fo

rget. I figu
re I w

asn
’t a

sterlin
g m

e
m

b
er o

f th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity w
h

en
 I w

as alive…
 b

u
t h

ells,
w

h
o

 is?” M
o

rte sigh
ed

. “It’s ju
st that I can

’t h
elp it. N

o
thin

g’s
w

o
rse th

an
 b

ein
g honest all th

e tim
e.”

“E
xcep

t b
ein

g sen
ten

ced
 to

 th
e h

ells. T
h

at sou
nd

s a lot
w

o
rse th

an
 tellin

g th
e tru

th
.”

“Y
eah

…
 yo

u
’re righ

t. A
gain.” M

orte clicked
 h

is teeth
; th

e
w

a
y h

e d
id

 it rem
in

d
ed

 m
e o

f so
m

eo
n

e d
ru

m
m

in
g th

eir fin
gers.

“I gu
ess ju

st all th
at goo

d an
d evil an

d
 lyin

g an
d

 ch
eatin

g
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P
ill

ar
 O

f 
S

ku
ll

s

Y
O

U
R

S 
O

N
C

E
 M

O
R

E
. 

T
H

E
R

E
 W

IL
L
 B

E
 A

 P
R

IC
E
. 

T
H

IS
 P

R
IC

E
 W

IL
L

B
U

Y
 

Y
O

U
 

A
 

C
H

A
N

C
E
. 

W
IT

H
O

U
T
 

T
H

E
 

C
H

A
N

C
E
, 

Y
O

U
 

A
R

E

D
O

O
M

E
D

…
”

“Y
O

U
 

H
A

V
E
 

L
O

S
T
 

T
H

A
T
 

W
H

IC
H
 

IS
 

N
E

V
E

R
 

M
E

A
N

T
 

T
O

 
B

E

SE
P

A
R

A
T

E
D

 F
R

O
M

 M
A

N
. 

Y
O

U
R
 M

O
R

T
A

L
IT

Y
 H

A
S
 B

E
E

N
 S

T
R

IP
PE

D

FR
O

M
 Y

O
U

…
 L

O
S

T
. 

IT
 E

X
IS

T
S,

 B
U

T
 Y

O
U

 M
U

ST
 F

IN
D

 I
T
 B

E
FO

R
E

Y
O

U
R
 M

IN
D

 IS
 L

O
S

T
 T

O
 Y

O
U

 A
S 

W
E

L
L
.”

T
h

e 
‘p

ar
an

o
id

’ 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
 h

ad
 w

ri
tt

en
 t

h
es

e 
w

o
rd

s 
in

 h
is

jo
u

rn
al

; 
I 

h
ad

 s
ee

n
 s

o
m

e 
o

f 
th

em
 i

n
 a

 t
o

m
b

 b
en

ea
th

 t
h

e 
st

re
et

s
o

f 
S

ig
il.

 I
t 

al
l 

tu
rn

ed
 o

n
 m

y 
m

o
rt

al
ity

. 
A

s 
I 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

 t
h

e
p

ill
ar

’s
 w

o
rd

s,
 w

ith
 a

 h
o

rr
id

 s
cr

ea
m

, 
M

o
rt

e 
b

u
rs

t 
h

o
w

lin
g 

to
 t

h
e

su
rf

ac
e.

“G
aa

a
ah

! C
h

ie
f! 

G
et

 m
e 

o
u

t! 
P

le
as

e!
 P

le
as

e!
”

M
y 

h
an

d
s 

sh
o

t 
ou

t 
an

d
 g

ra
b

b
ed

 M
o

rt
e 

b
ef

o
re

 h
e 

co
ul

d
 b

e
su

ck
ed

 b
ac

k 
in

to
 t

h
e 

p
ill

ar
’s

 c
o

re
. 

T
h

e 
h

ea
d

s 
cr

ie
d

 o
ut

 i
n

 r
ag

e:
“N

O
! 

N
O

! 
ST

O
P
! 

Y
O

U
 S

H
A

L
L
 N

O
T
 T

A
K

E
 H

IM
 A

G
A

IN
!”

 T
h

e 
h

ea
d

s
b

eg
an

 t
o

 l
as

h
 o

ut
 a

t 
m

e,
 b

iti
n

g 
at

 m
y 

h
an

d
s 

an
d

 w
ri

st
s 

w
ith

cr
u

el
, 

ja
gg

ed
 t

ee
th

…
S

ee
in

g 
th

e 
p

ill
ar

 p
re

p
ar

ed
 t

o
 p

ut
 u

p 
a 

tr
em

en
d

o
u

s 
b

at
tle

, 
I

p
re

te
n

d
ed

 t
o

 b
ac

k 
o

ff.
 J

u
st

 a
s 

M
o

rt
e 

st
ar

te
d

 t
o 

si
n

k 
an

d
 t

h
e 

p
ill

ar
b

eg
an

 t
o

 s
p

ea
k 

ag
ai

n
, 

I 
le

ap
ed

 f
o

rw
ar

d
s 

an
d

 g
ra

sp
ed

 M
o

rt
e.

O
n

ly
 a

 s
in

gl
e 

h
ea

d
 m

an
ag

ed
 t

o
 s

tr
ik

e 
b

ef
o

re
 I

 p
u

lle
d 

M
o

rt
e

aw
a

y,
 b

iti
n

g 
d

ee
p

 in
to

 m
y 

fo
re

ar
m

…
 I

 ja
b

b
ed

 i
t 

in
 t

h
e 

ey
e 

w
ith

m
y 

th
u

m
b

 a
n

d
 p

u
lle

d 
m

y 
o

ld
 c

o
m

p
an

io
n

 f
re

e 
at

 l
as

t.
 T

h
e 

fo
u

l
h

ea
d

’s
 b

ite
, 

ho
w

ev
er

, 
le

ft 
m

e 
d

ra
in

ed
, 

ex
h

au
st

ed
…

 s
o

m
eh

o
w

, 
I

kn
ew

 I 
w

a
s 

n
o

w
 w

ea
ke

r 
th

an
 b

ef
o

re
.

“S
ee

, 
M

o
rt

e?
 N

o
th

in
g…

 to
 w

o
rr

y…
 a

b
o

u
t…

”
T

h
e 

p
ill

ar
’s

 h
ea

d
s 

gn
as

h
ed

 t
h

ei
r 

te
et

h 
an

d 
sp

at
 b

ile
 a

t 
m

e,
b

el
lo

w
in

g 
w

ith
 r

ag
e.

 “H
E
 I

S 
O

U
R

S
! 

O
U

R
S!

 O
U

R
S!

” 
A

b
ru

p
tly

, 
th

e
y

ca
lm

ed
 

th
em

se
lv

e
s.

 
“ F

IN
E
. 

R
E

V
E

L
 

IN
 

Y
O

U
R
 

V
IC

T
O

R
Y

,
‘I

M
M

O
R

T
A

L
.’ 

W
E
 

S
H

A
L

L
 

H
A

V
E
 

H
IM

 
A

G
A

IN
, 

O
N

E
 

W
A

Y
 

O
R

A
N

O
T

H
E

R
.”

I 
h

ad
 f

o
un

d
 o

ut
 a

ll 
I 

w
an

te
d

 t
o

 k
n

o
w

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

p
ill

ar
. 

W
e

h
u

rr
ie

d 
o

ff;
 b

eh
in

d 
u

s,
 t

h
e 

p
ill

ar
 c

ri
ed

 o
ut

 i
n

 a
 l

ou
d 

vo
ic

e 
th

at
in

tr
ud

er
s 

w
er

e 
p

re
se

n
t.

 F
ie

n
d

s,
 a

tt
ra

ct
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

cr
y,

 b
eg

an
 t

o
at

ta
ck

 u
s.

 F
o

rt
un

at
el

y,
 t

h
e 

p
o

rt
al

 w
e 

n
ee

d
ed

 t
o

 e
xi

t 
th

is
 p

la
n

e
w

a
s 

q
u

ite
 s

im
p

ly
 o

p
en

ed
, 

an
d

 s
oo

n
 w

e 
w

er
e 

b
ac

k 
in

 F
h

ju
ll’

s
h

id
eo

u
t u

nd
er

 t
h

e 
sk

el
et

o
n 

o
f U

l-G
o

ri
s.

D
ak

’k
o

n
, 

P
ar

t 
I

5
5

“T
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
 kn

ow
in

g 
th

e 
an

sw
er

 t
o

 t
h

e 
qu

es
tio

n
s 

w
e 

h
av

e
as

ke
d

. 
Y

et
 t

h
e 

ci
ty

 e
xi

st
s.

 T
h

at
 is

 a
ll.

” 
I 

w
as

 n
o

t 
re

ad
y 

to
 le

t 
th

e
su

b
je

ct
 d

ro
p.

“Y
et

 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 
m

ai
n

ta
in

 
th

at
 

w
e k

no
w

 
ou

rs
el

ve
s 

b
y 

th
e

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

w
e 

as
k 

an
d

 t
h

e 
on

es
 w

e 
d

o
 n

o
t. 

If 
w

e 
ce

as
e 

a
sk

in
g

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

an
d

 a
cc

ep
t 

on
ly

 w
h

at
 w

e 
ca

n
 p

er
ce

iv
e…

”
“T

h
en

 w
e 

w
ill

 c
ea

se
 t

o
 kn

ow
 o

u
rs

el
ve

s.
” 

D
ak

'k
o

n
’s

 v
o

ic
e

h
ad

 c
h

an
ge

d
 s

lig
ht

ly
, 

b
ec

o
m

e 
h

ea
vi

er
. 

“S
u

ch
 w

o
rd

s 
h

av
e 

b
ee

n
sp

o
ke

n
 b

ef
o

re
. 

I h
av

e 
h

ea
rd

 th
em

 a
n

d
 

kn
ow

 th
em

.”
“W

h
er

e 
h

av
e 

yo
u

 h
ea

rd
 t

h
em

?”
“T

h
e 

w
o

rd
s 

ar
e 

m
in

e.
 O

n
ce

, 
I kn

ew
 t

h
em

 a
n

d
 kn

ew
 t

h
ei

r
m

ea
n

in
g.

 I
 h

ad
 fo

rg
o

tt
en

 t
h

em
 u

n
til

 y
o

u
 s

p
o

ke
.”

 D
ak

'k
o

n
’s

 g
az

e
tr

av
el

ed
 

th
ro

u
gh

 
m

e,
 

an
d

 
h

is
 

b
la

d
e 

st
op

p
ed

 
sh

im
m

er
in

g,
b

le
ed

in
g 

o
f 

al
l 

co
lo

r 
u

n
til

 
it 

w
as

 
tr

an
sl

u
ce

n
t.

 
T

h
er

e 
w

as
 

a
m

o
m

en
t 

o
f 

si
le

n
ce

, 
th

en
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 l
o

o
ke

d
 u

p
 a

t 
m

e.
 “

I 
w

o
u

ld
tr

av
el

 y
o

u
r 

p
at

h
 w

ith
 y

o
u

.”
I 

sa
t,

 s
tu

nn
ed

 y
et

 a
ga

in
 t

h
is

 d
ay

. 
I 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

D
ak

'k
o

n
, 

an
d

re
al

iz
ed

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t 

re
fu

se
 h

im
. 

I 
fe

lt 
a 

co
n

n
ec

tio
n

, 
so

m
eh

o
w

, 
to

h
im

. A
s 

I 
a

gr
ee

d
, 

h
e 

sa
id

 “
Y

o
u

r 
p

at
h 

is
 m

in
e.

” 
S

tr
an

ge
ly

 e
n

o
u

gh
,

h
is

 v
o

ic
e 

se
e

m
ed

 d
is

ta
n

t,
 a

n
d

 i
t 

ec
h

o
ed

, 
as

 i
f 

h
e 

w
er

e 
sp

ea
ki

n
g

fr
o

m
 a

cr
o

ss
 a

 g
re

at
 d

is
ta

n
ce

.
I 

d
ec

id
ed

 I
 h

ad
 h

ad
 e

n
ou

gh
 f

o
r 

on
e 

d
ay

, 
an

d
 h

ea
d

ed
 b

ac
k 

to
a 

sm
al

l 
in

n
 I

 h
ad

 p
as

se
d

 e
ar

lie
r.

 A
lo

n
g 

th
e 

w
a

y,
 w

h
en

 D
ak

'k
o

n
h

ad
 

fa
lle

n
 

a 
lit

tle
 

b
eh

in
d

, 
M

o
rt

e 
h

u
rr

ie
d

 
u

p
 

al
o

n
gs

id
e,

 
an

d
co

m
m

en
te

d
 t

o
 m

e 
in

 a
 lo

w
-v

o
ic

e.
“A

h
…

 I
 d

o
n

’t 
tr

u
st

 th
e 

gi
th

. 
I 

sa
y 

w
e 

le
a

ve
 h

im
 b

eh
in

d
.”

I 
w

as
 s

u
rp

ris
ed

 a
t 

h
is

 w
o

rd
s.

 W
h

at
 c

ou
ld

 M
o

rt
e 

po
ss

ib
ly

kn
o

w
 a

b
o

u
t 

D
ak'

ko
n

, 
an

yw
a

y?
 I

 ig
n

o
re

d
 h

im
, 

an
d 

co
n

tin
u

ed
 o

n
.
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R

agp
ickers’ S

q
u

are

R
A

G
P

IC
K

E
R

S
’ S

Q
U

A
R

E

W
e spent the night at the inn, sharing a com

m
on room

 w
ith a

B
ariaur, a centaur-like creature, and a crazed m

an w
ho kept

m
uttering about his fork.

E
arly n

ext m
o

rn
in

g I set o
u

t fo
r R

agp
icker’s S

q
u

are, w
h

ere
I 

th
ou

gh
t 

fo
r 

su
re 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 

find
 

so
m

e 
w

o
rd

 
o

f 
P

h
aro

d
. 

A
m

iserab
le p

lace it w
as, fu

ll o
f p

iles o
f trash

, and
 bro

ken
 do

w
n

b
u

ild
in

gs th
at loo

ked
 as tho

u
gh th

ey w
o

u
ld

 so
on

 co
llap

se an
d

ad
d

 n
ew

 p
iles.

A
s I en

tered
 th

e sq
u

are, I n
o

ticed
 several figu

res d
rap

ed
 in

filth
y, tattered

 b
ro

w
n

 rob
es, a lo

n
g ho

od
 con

cealin
g m

o
st o

f th
e

fa
ce fro

m
 vie

w
. T

h
is co

stu
m

e I h
ad

 learn
ed to

 asso
ciate w

ith
co

llecto
rs. I app

ro
ach

ed
 on

e. I saw
 h

is eye
s n

arro
w

 b
en

eath
 h

is
h

o
od

, an
d

 h
e to

o
k a step

 b
ack.

“W
h

at d
o

 ye w
an

t?”
“W

h
at are yo

u
 d

o
in

g?” I asked
.

“I'm
 lo

o
kin

’ fo
r so

m
e d

a
m

n
ed

 b
o

dies is w
h

at I'm
 tryin

’ ta
d

o
, b

ut ye'd
 th

in
k th

e D
ead

 P
o

w
ers h

ad
 p

acked
 u

p
 th

eir kip an
’

left th
e P

lan
es, th

e w
a

y p
eo

p
le are stayin

’ h
ealth

y an
’ all.”

T
h

ere w
as a su

d
d

en
 glea

m
 in

 h
is eye: “W

e h
ad

 a p
o

x last
m

o
n

th
, an

’ it w
as a glo

rio
u

s tim
e, it w

as…
 b

o
d

ies stin
kin

’ ta th
e

h
igh

 h
eaven

s, an
’ p

len
ty o

f jin
k ta b

e h
ad

, to
o.”

“W
h

y are yo
u

 lo
o

kin
g fo

r b
od

ies?” H
e lo

o
ked

 su
rp

rised
.

“W
ell, y'h

au
l th

e b
ligh

ters ta th
e M

o
rtu

ary. T
h

ere, ya talk ta
th

e D
u

sties, h
aggle a little, an

’ get a fe
w

 b
its o

f jin
k. T

h
e

D
u

stm
en

, th
ey gath

er th
e d

ead
…

 it’s th
eir jo

b
. T

h
ey p

a
y u

s ta
co

ver m
o

re area an
’ b

rin
g an

y b
o

d
ies w

e fin
d

 ta ‘em
. T

h
en

 th
ey

m
ake su

re th
at th

e b
ligh

ter’s b
od

y go
es ta its p

ro
p

er p
lace o

r
gets 

cre
m

ated
. 

T
h

e
y’re 

all 
serio

u
s 

ab
o

u
t 

it, 
th

eir 
b

arm
y

p
h

ilo
sop

h
y, b

u
t it ju

st m
ean

s m
o

re jin
k fo

r m
e.” H

e w
in

ked
.

“I'm
 lo

o
kin

g fo
r a m

an
 n

am
ed

 P
h

arod
.” I kn

ew
 w

h
at h

is
n

ext q
u

estion
 w

as go
in

g to
 b

e, an
d b

efo
re h

e cou
ld ask I th

rew
h

im
 several co

p
p

ers. H
e n

arro
w

ed
 h

is eyes su
d

d
en

ly.
“P

h
aro

d
…

 
w

h
at 

abo
u

t 
‘im

?” 
D

e
sp

ite 
th

e 
jin

k, 
h

e 
still

see
m

ed
 h

esitan
t.

“Y
o

u
 seem

 su
d

d
en

ly w
ary…

 w
h

y?”
“P

h
aro

d
, 

h
m

p
h

!” 
H

e 
sp

at, 
sn

eerin
g 

co
n

tem
p

tu
ou

sly.
“R

agp
icker’s S

q
u

are is S
h

aregrave
’s —

 m
e b

o
ss’ —

 territo
ry,

P
illar O

f S
kulls

397

h
is screa

m
s!” A

n
o

th
er, “S

cream
s b

e d
am

n
ed

! T
h

e 
torm

ent is
w

h
at’s b

est fo
r o

n
e so

 ann
o

yin
g as h

e! I sh
all yan

k h
is teeth

 ou
t,

sp
it th

em
 in

to
 h

is b
rain p

an an
d

 sh
ake him

 like a b
ab

e’s rattle!”
A

n
d

 an
o

th
er, “O

o
! O

o
! I'll eat h

is e
yes o

u
t!” I grab

b
ed

 M
o

rte
an

d
 th

ru
st h

im
 in

to
 th

e P
illar o

f S
ku

lls. M
y co

m
p

an
io

n
s w

ere
fro

zen
; n

o
n

e co
u

ld
 b

elieve w
h

at I h
ad

 ju
st d

on
e.

T
h

e p
illar h

ead
s cackled

 an
d

 sp
u

ttered w
ith

 u
nh

oly gle
e as

M
o

rte 
w

as 
su

cked
 

scre
a

m
in

g 
in

to
 

th
e 

thin
g’s 

aw
fu

l 
co

re,
d

o
ub

tless to
 su

ffer en
d

less to
rm

en
t at th

e ‘h
an

d
s’ o

f th
e oth

er
severed

 h
ead

s. A
s th

e co
m

m
o

tio
n

 b
egan

 to
 d

ie do
w

n
, its h

ead
s

b
egan

 co
o

in
g an

d
 w

h
isp

erin
g to

 o
n

e ano
th

er. S
ud

d
en

ly, M
o

rte
b

u
rst h

o
w

lin
g to th

e su
rface: “A

iie
eee

! G
et m

e o
u

t! P
lease!

P
lease! I sw

ear I'll n
ever lie ag-!” …

an
d

 ju
st as q

u
ickly as h

e
aro

se, h
e w

as p
u

lled
 b

ack b
en

eath
 th

e p
illar’s su

rface. T
h

e p
illar

w
a

s n
o

w
 read

y to
 give m

e m
y an

sw
er.

“
N

O
T W

H
O

 —
 W

H
A

T. Y
O

U
 H

A
V

E B
E

E
N

 D
IV

ID
E

D
. Y

O
U

 A
R

E O
N

E

O
F  M

A
N

Y
 M

E
N

 —
 O

N
E IN

 M
A

N
Y

 M
E

N
. E

A
C

H O
N

E —
 W

H
E

T
H

E
R

G
O

O
D

 
O

R 
E

V
IL —

 A
 

M
O

N
S

T
E

R, W
H

O
 

C
A

S
T

S A
 

S
H

A
D

O
W

 
U

PO
N

E
X

IST
E

N
C

E.”
“

O
H, 

Y
E

S.” 
T

h
e 

p
illar’s 

h
ead

s 
n

arro
w

ed
 

th
eir 

eye
s 

an
d

sm
iled

 
gro

tesq
u

ely. 
“ EA

C
H 

T
IM

E 
Y

O
U

 
D

IE, 
‘IM

M
O

R
T

A
L,’ 

Y
O

U

C
A

S
T  A S

H
A

D
O

W
…

 E
A

C
H T

IM
E Y

O
U

 D
IE, A

N
O

T
H

E
R D

IE
S IN

 Y
O

U
R

ST
E

A
D

. T
H

E
S

E S
H

A
D

O
W

S…
 T

H
E

Y
 G

A
T

H
E

R, H
U

N
G

E
R

IN
G FO

R Y
O

U
,

W
IT

H
IN

 T
H

E FO
R

T
R

E
SS O

F R
E

G
R

E
T

S. H
O

W
 M

A
N

Y
 T

IM
E

S H
A

V
E Y

O
U

PE
R

IS
H

E
D

, 
N

A
M

E
L

E
SS 

O
N

E? 
H

O
W

 
M

A
N

Y
 

H
U

N
D

R
E

D
S…

T
H

O
U

S
A

N
D

S…
 

H
A

V
E 

D
IE

D
, 

B
E

C
A

U
S

E 
O

F 
Y

O
U

?
” 

T
h

e 
p

illar
trem

b
led

 w
ith

 w
icked

 glee; its h
ead

s pu
lled

 faces an
d

 gu
rgled

m
o

ckin
gly at m

e. I h
ad

 b
egu

n to
 susp

ect th
at each

 o
f m

y d
eath

s
h

ad
 con

seq
u

en
ces, b

u
t n

o
w

 I kn
ew

 th
e w

o
rst. E

ach
 tim

e I d
ied

,
an

 inn
o

cen
t su

ffered
. I n

eed
ed

 to
 end

 m
y u

n
n

atu
ral co

nd
itio

n
;

in
d

eed
, I n

eed
ed to see I d

ied
 n

o m
o

re d
eath

s as lo
n

g as I cou
ld

cau
se su

ch
 ran

do
m

 grie
f.

“Is th
at all yo

u
 h

ave to
 say, P

illar?”
T

h
e h

ead
s ab

ru
p

tly cea
sed

 th
eir lau

gh
ter. “
N

O
. Y

O
U

 
B

E
A

R

M
A

N
Y

 N
A

M
E

S; E
A

C
H H

A
S L

E
FT T

H
E

IR SC
A

R
S O

N
 Y

O
U

R F
L

E
S

H:”
“

L
O

ST O
N

E…
 IM

M
O

R
T

A
L O

N
E…

 IN
C

A
R

N
A

T
IO

N
’S E

N
D

…
 M

A
N

O
F  

A 
T

H
O

U
S

A
N

D
 

D
E

A
T

H
S…

 
T

H
E 

O
N

E 
D

O
O

M
E

D
 

T
O

 
L

IFE…
R

E
S

T
L

E
S

S O
N

E…
 O

N
E O

F M
A

N
Y

…
 T

H
E O

N
E W

H
O

M
 L

IFE H
O

L
D

S

PR
ISO

N
E

R …
 T

H
E B

R
IN

G
E

R O
F S

H
A

D
O

W
S…

 T
H

E W
O

U
N

D
E

D
 O

N
E…

M
ISE

R
Y

-B
R

IN
G

E
R…

 Y
E

M
E

T
H…

”
“

Y
O

U
 

A
R

E 
A

S 
SIL

V
E

R
E

D
 

G
L

A
S

S 
T

H
A

T 
H

A
S 

C
R

A
C

K
E

D
…

S
H

A
T

T
E

R
E

D
, A

N
D

 T
H

E PIE
C

E
S SC

A
T

T
E

R
E

D
 A

C
R

O
SS H

IS
T

O
R

Y
. O

N
L

Y

O
N

E  P
IE

C
E IS O

F IM
PO

R
T. R

E
G

A
IN

 T
H

A
T, A

N
D

 Y
O

U
R L

IFE S
H

A
L

L B
E
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6

P
ill

ar
 O

f 
S

ku
ll

s

FI
L

L
E

D
 

W
IT

H
 

M
E

A
N

IN
G

. 
M

E
A

N
IN

G
 

A
N

D
 

D
E

A
T

H
 

IS
 

W
H

A
T
 

Y
O

U

SE
E

K
…

 T
W

O
 S

E
P

A
R

A
T

E
 T

H
IN

G
S 

T
H

E
Y

 A
R

E
 F

O
R

 A
 N

O
R

M
A

L
 M

A
N

.
B

U
T
 F

O
R
 Y

O
U

…
 O

N
E
 A

N
D

 T
H

E
 S

A
M

E
.”

T
h

er
e 

w
er

e 
st

ill
 

so
m

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
I 

w
is

h
ed

 
th

e 
p

ill
ar

 
to

an
sw

er
, 

fo
r 

w
h

ic
h

 I
 w

a
s 

w
ill

in
g 

to
 g

iv
e 

m
o

re
 o

f 
m

y 
im

m
o

rt
al

b
lo

o
d

. I
 a

sk
ed

 if
 it

 k
n

ew
 w

h
o

 m
y 

ki
lle

r,
 m

y 
en

e
m

y 
w

as
.

T
h

e 
p

ill
ar

 
re

m
ai

n
ed

 
st

ra
n

ge
ly

 
si

le
n

t;
 

so
m

e 
o

f 
its

 
h

ea
d

s
si

m
p

ly
 

lo
o

ke
d

 
aw

a
y,

 
w

h
ile

 
o

th
er

s 
sh

u
dd

er
ed

 
w

ith
 

p
ai

n
ed

ex
p

re
ss

io
n

s.
 E

ve
n

tu
al

ly
, 

th
ey

 g
at

h
er

ed
 t

h
em

se
lv

es
 a

n
d

 s
p

o
ke

o
n

ce
 m

o
re

: 
“W

E
…

 D
O

 N
O

T
 K

N
O

W
. 

T
H

O
SE

 H
E

A
D

S 
T

H
A

T
 O

N
C

E

C
O

N
T

A
IN

E
D

 
S

U
C

H
 

K
N

O
W

L
E

D
G

E
 

H
A

V
E
 

B
E

E
N

 
D

E
ST

R
O

Y
E

D
 

—
R

E
M

O
V

E
D

 F
R

O
M

 U
S.

 W
E
 C

A
N

N
O

T
 A

N
SW

E
R
 Y

O
U

 T
H

IS
 Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
.”

I 
h

ad
 o

n
e 

m
o

re
 q

u
es

tio
n

. 
I 

as
ke

d
 t

h
e 

pi
lla

r 
w

h
o

 I
 w

as
. 

T
h

e
an

sw
er

 c
o

u
ld

 t
el

l m
e 

m
u

ch
, 

an
d

 I
 w

as
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 t

o
 h

av
e 

it.
 T

o
m

y 
co

n
st

er
n

at
io

n,
 t

h
e 

p
ill

ar
 r

ef
u

se
d

 m
o

re
 o

f 
m

y 
b

lo
o

d,
 b

u
t 

w
h

at
o

th
er

 g
ift

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

ac
ce

p
ta

b
le

 to
 it

?
I 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

, 
an

d
 c

am
e 

u
p

 w
ith

 a
 g

ift
. 

O
n

e 
I 

w
as

 s
u

re
, 

w
el

l
al

m
o

st
 s

u
re

, 
I 

co
u

ld
 r

ec
la

im
. 

A
fte

r 
al

l, 
I 

h
ad

 d
on

e 
so

 o
n

ce
b

ef
o

re
. 

I 
to

ld
 t

h
e 

p
ill

ar
 i

t 
co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
M

o
rt

e.
 T

h
e 

aw
fu

l 
tr

u
th

w
a

s,
 I

 c
o

n
si

d
er

ed
 h

im
 t

h
e 

m
o

st
 ‘d

is
po

sa
b

le
’ o

f 
m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s.

I 
h

ad
 n

ev
er

 b
ee

n
 a

b
le

 t
o

 b
rin

g 
m

ys
el

f 
to

 c
o

m
p

le
te

ly
 t

ru
st

 h
im

. 
A

th
ou

gh
t 

h
ad

 a
ls

o
 w

o
rm

ed
 i

ts
 w

a
y 

th
ro

u
gh

 m
y 

co
n

sc
io

u
sn

es
s.

 I
f

M
o

rt
e 

w
as

 w
o

rk
in

g 
fo

r 
so

m
eo

n
e 

el
se

, 
if 

h
e 

h
ad

 s
o

m
e 

h
id

d
en

ag
en

d
a,

 s
u

re
ly

 h
e 

w
o

u
ld

 a
d

m
it 

it 
ra

th
er

 t
h

an
 r

et
u

rn
 to

 t
h

e 
p

ill
ar

.
M

o
rt

e,
 

n
o

t 
su

rp
ris

in
gl

y,
 

d
id

n
’t 

lik
e 

m
y 

id
ea

. 
I 

co
u

ld
n

’t
ex

p
la

in
 m

y 
p

la
n

 t
o

 h
im

, 
ei

th
er

, 
w

ith
o

u
t 

al
er

tin
g 

th
e 

p
ill

ar
 o

f
sk

ul
ls

.
“W

h
o

a 
th

er
e…

 w
ai

t! 
N

o
t 

so
 f

as
t! 

P
ill

ar
…

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 t

el
l 

yo
u

w
h

er
e 

F
h

ju
ll 

F
o

rk
ed

-T
o

n
gu

e 
is

! 
C

o
m

e 
o

n
, 

do
n

’t 
yo

u
 w

an
t 

to
kn

o
w

? 
S

o
 w

h
at

 i
f 

h
e 

gi
ve

s 
yo

u
 t

h
at

, 
in

st
ea

d
 o

f 
m

e?
 E

h
? 

W
h

at
d

'y
a 

sa
y?

” 
I 

h
ad

 c
o

n
si

d
er

ed
 t

hi
s,

 b
ut

 w
as

 u
n

w
ill

in
g 

to
 s

el
l 

ou
t

th
e 

fie
n

d
.

“H
o

ld
 it

, 
M

o
rt

e.
 W

e’
re

 n
o

t 
se

lli
n

g 
ou

t 
F

h
ju

ll.
”

“W
h

at
? 

A
re

 y
o

u
 ba

rm
y?

! 
Y

o
u

'll
 s

el
l m

e 
ou

t,
 b

u
t 

no
t 

th
at

fi
en

d?
! 

T
h

e 
o

n
ly

 r
ea

so
n

 h
e 

h
el

p
ed

 y
o

u
 i

s 
b

ec
au

se
 h

e’
s 

bo
un

d
,

cu
rs

ed
! 

W
h

at
 a

b
o

u
t m
e?

 W
h

o 
go

t 
yo

u
 o

u
t 

o
f 

th
e 

M
o

rt
u

ar
y,

 p
al

?
W

h
o

’s
 g

o
n

n
a 

st
an

d
 —

 e
r,

 f
lo

at
 —

 b
es

id
e 

yo
u

 w
h

en
 y

o
u

 f
ac

e
d

o
w

n
 w

h
at

ev
er

’s
 w

ai
tin

g 
fo

r 
yo

u
 a

t 
th

at
 F

o
rt

re
ss

 o
f 

W
h

at
ev

er
?

!
H

u
h

?!
 

H
u

h
?!

 N
O

T
 

FH
JU

L
L
 

FA
T
-A

R
S

E
, 

T
H

A
T
’S

 
FO

R
 

D
A

M
N

E
D

SU
R

E
!” “Y

E
SS

S
SS

…
” 

T
h

e 
st

ac
k 

o
f 

h
ea

d
s 

b
eg

an
 t

o
 w

ri
th

e 
an

d
 b

o
il,

h
ea

d
s 

th
ru

st
in

g 
to

 t
h

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
to

 h
o

w
l a

n
d

 b
ab

b
le

 b
ef

o
re

 s
in

ki
n

g
b

ac
k 

d
o

w
n

. 
T

h
e

y 
d

ro
o

le
d 

an
d 

ch
at

te
re

d
, 

“I
 c

an
n

o
t 

w
ai

t 
to

 s
av

o
r

R
ag

p
ic

ke
rs

’ S
q

u
ar

e
5

7

ye
 s

ee
. 

P
h

ar
od

 a
n

’ 
h

is
 d

o
gs

 c
am

e 
in

 a
 w

h
ile

s 
b

ac
k 

an
’ 

tr
ie

d
 t

a
o

u
st

 u
s.

 W
e 

fo
u

gh
t 

‘e
m

 o
ff,

 w
e 

d
id

, 
so

’s
 t

h
ey

’re
 a

ll 
in

 h
id

in
’

so
m

e
w

h
er

e,
 n

o
w

. 
W

e 
st

ill
 c

at
ch

 o
n

e 
a’

 h
is

 l
ad

s 
n

o
w

 a
n

’ 
th

en
‘ro

un
d

 t
h

e 
S

q
u

ar
e.

 U
su

al
ly

 w
e 

tu
rn

 ‘e
m

 in
ta

 a
 q

u
ic

k 
sp

o
t 

a’
 ji

n
k

at
 t

h
e 

M
o

rt
u

ar
y,

 t
h

e 
p

ik
in

’ s
o

d
s.

”
“T

el
l m

e 
ab

o
u

t S
h

ar
eg

ra
ve

.”
“H

e’
s 

m
e 

b
o

ss
…

 c
as

ts
 h

is
 s

h
ad

o
w

 o
'e

r 
a 

w
h

o
le

 m
es

s 
a’

C
o

lle
ct

o
rs

, 
h

e 
do

es
. 

I'd
 s

ta
y 

a
w

a
y 

fr
o

m
 h

im
 u

n
le

ss
 y

e 
go

ts
 

ri
gh

t
go

o
d

 c
au

se
 t

a 
ta

lk
 t

a 
th

e 
m

an
…

 I
'v

e 
n

ev
er

 s
p

o
ke

n
 w

ith
 h

im
p

er
so

n
al

ly
, 

m
es

el
f.”

“D
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
P

h
ar

o
d

 is
?”

“I
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
th

e 
ra

t-
b

as
ta

rd
 is

n
’t…

 h
e 

ai
n

’t 
w

h
er

e 
m

o
st

 a
’

th
e 

C
o

lle
ct

or
s 

ca
ll 

ki
p

, 
in

 R
ag

p
ic

ke
r’

s 
S

q
u

ar
e,

 b
u

t 
th

at
 h

e’
s

cl
o

se
 b

y 
th

er
e 

so
m

e
w

h
er

e’
s 

th
e 

ch
an

t.
” 

P
er

h
ap

s 
th

is
 S

h
ar

eg
ra

ve
co

u
ld

 h
el

p 
m

e,
 a

ss
u

m
in

g 
h

e 
w

as
 e

as
ie

r 
to

 f
in

d
 t

h
an

 P
h

ar
od

. 
A

s 
I

m
o

ve
d

 o
ff 

th
e 

co
lle

ct
o

r 
ca

lle
d

 o
u

t.
“W

el
l, 

ke
ep

 y
er

se
lf 

sa
fe

, 
cu

tt
er

. 
If 

I 
fin

d
 y

e 
o

n
 t

h
e 

st
re

et
s,

I'l
l b

e 
ki

n
d

 ta
 y

er
 c

o
rp

se
.”

A
 w

e
as

el
y-

lo
o

ki
n

g 
fe

llo
w

 w
as

 s
ku

lk
in

g 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
ga

rb
ag

e
lik

e 
a 

ta
tt

er
ed

 s
h

ad
o

w
. 

S
ee

in
g 

m
e 

an
d

 M
o

rt
e,

 h
e 

b
ec

ko
n

ed
 t

o
m

e.
“H

ss
ss

ss
t…

 e
y!

 T
h

's
ku

ll.
 W

h
er

e 
ye

 g
et

 t
h

e 
sk

u
ll,

 e
y?

 M
e

sk
u

ll,
 it

 is
! G

iv
e 

it 
b

ac
kt

a 
m

e.
” 

M
o

rt
e 

tu
rn

ed
 to

 th
e 

H
iv

er
.

“P
ik

e 
o

ff.
” 

I 
w

as
 m

o
re

 c
u

ri
o

u
s 

ab
ou

t t
h

is
 fe

llo
w

.
“W

h
o

 a
re

 y
o

u
?”

 H
e 

ig
n

o
re

d
 m

e,
 s

til
l s

ta
rin

g 
at

 M
o

rt
e.

“S
ku

ll’
s 

m
in

e,
 m

in
e,

 e
y!

 G
iv

e 
it 

ta
 m

e,
 I

'll
 f

o
rg

it 
ye

 s
to

le
 it

.”
H

e 
m

u
m

b
le

d
, 

h
is

 n
ar

ro
w

ed
 e

ye
s 

d
ar

tin
g.

 I
 w

as
 g

et
tin

g 
ra

th
er

an
n

o
ye

d
 w

ith
 t

h
is

 f
el

lo
w

, 
an

d
 d

ec
id

ed
 t

o 
le

t 
hi

m
 f

in
d

 o
u

t 
fo

r
h

im
se

lf.
“G

o
 o

n
, 

ta
ke

 t
h

e 
sk

u
ll.

” 
A

s 
if 

th
er

e 
w

as
 a

n
y 

ch
an

ce
 h

e
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

o
.

H
e 

ch
u

ck
le

d
 d

ry
ly

 a
n

d
 s

m
ile

d
. 

A
s 

h
e 

re
ac

h
ed

 f
o

r 
M

o
rt

e,
th

er
e 

w
as

 a
 sn

ap
! 

an
d

 t
h

e 
m

an
’s

 h
an

d
 w

h
ip

p
ed

 b
ac

k.
 T

h
e 

m
an

b
eg

an
 s

cr
ea

m
in

g.
 “

A
ig

gg
h

h
h

h
! 

A
ig

h
h

h
!!!

 I
'll

 
ki

ll
 y

e
! 

K
il

l 
ye

!”
M

o
rt

e 
w

as
 h

o
ld

in
g 

on
e 

o
f 

th
e 

m
an

’s
 f

in
ge

rs
 b

et
w

e
en

 h
is

 t
ee

th
lik

e 
so

m
e 

m
ac

ab
re

 c
ig

ar
. 

H
e 

sp
o

ke
 a

ro
u

n
d 

th
e 

fin
ge

r.
“T

o
u

ch
 m

e 
a

ga
in

, 
an

d
 y

er
 h

an
d

’s
 g

o
nn

a 
jo

in
 y

er
 f

in
ge

r,
b

er
k.

”
“M

o
rt

e!
 G

iv
e 

th
e 

m
an

 b
ac

k 
h

is
 

fin
ge

r.
” 

M
o

rt
e 

sp
at

 
th

e
fin

ge
r 

at
 t

h
e 

m
an

. 
It 

bo
un

ce
d

 o
ff 

h
is

 c
h

es
t 

an
d

 fe
ll 

to
 t

h
e 

gr
ou

nd
.

N
o

 n
ee

d
 to

 w
as

te
 a

n
y 

m
o

re
 t

im
e 

h
er

e.
“T

h
at

’s
 a

 h
ar

d
 l

es
so

n
 l

ea
rn

ed
. 

F
ar

ew
el

l.”
 T

h
e 

m
an

, 
b

iti
n

g
h

is
 l

ip
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
p

ai
n

, 
gl

ar
ed

 a
t 

m
e.

 S
u

dd
en

ly
, 

h
e 

at
ta

ck
ed

! 
H

e
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R

agp
ickers’ S

q
u

are

w
a

s 
n

o
 

m
atch

 
fo

r 
M

o
rte 

an
d 

m
yself, 

an
d

 
fo

ld
ed

 
alm

o
st

im
m

ed
iately w

ith
 a w

o
u

n
d

 fro
m

 m
y kn

ife in
 h

is b
elly. I no

ticed
D

ak'ko
n

, w
h

o
 h

ad b
een

 silen
tly w

atch
in

g, h
ad

 jo
in

ed
 in

 m
y

d
efen

se.
I co

n
sid

ered askin
g D

ak'ko
n

 w
h

at h
e th

ou
gh

t o
f m

y actio
n

s,
b

u
t I w

as…
 ap

p
reh

en
sive th

at I m
igh

t fin
d

 h
e did

 n
ot ap

pro
ve. I

n
o

ted fo
r later co

n
sid

eratio
n th

at his m
ere p

resen
ce see

m
ed

 to
b

e h
avin

g an
 effect o

n
 m

e.
A

n
o

th
er m

an
 h

ad
 b

een
 w

atch
in

g th
e figh

t. H
e w

as n
o

w
w

h
istlin

g a ch
eerfu

l tu
n

e an
d p

layin
g w

ith
 a w

ell-kep
t figh

tin
g

kn
ife. A

s I ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 h

im
, h

e sto
pp

ed
 w

h
istlin

g an
d

 gave m
e a

cu
rio

u
s loo

k.
“H

m
? W

o
t ye w

an
t?” H

e co
n

tin
u

ed
, “M

e n
am

e’s R
atb

o
n

e,
cu

tter. I'm
 a th

ief-fer-h
ire in

 th
e em

p
lo

y o
’ S

h
aregrave, th

e b
o

ss
o

’ th
e C

o
llecto

rs ye see ‘ro
u

n
d th

is sq
u

are. H
e p

ays m
e m

o
stly

ta learn
 h

is lad
s ta b

e real q
u

iet-like, an
’ ho

w
 ta figh

t if th
ey

ru
n

s in
ta a spo

t o
’ trou

ble. T
h

at’s likely th
e o

n
ly q

u
estio

n
s I'll

an
sw

er fer ye, cu
tter.” H

e sn
iffed

 an
d

 sh
ru

gged
.

“W
h

ere’s th
is S

h
aregrave fello

w
?” H

e n
o

dd
ed

 to
w

ard
s th

e
large, d

ilap
id

ated ho
u

se b
esid

e h
im

.
“C

are
fu

l th
ou

gh
, cutter. H

e do
n

’t like visito
rs. H

e’s righ
t

su
sp

iciou
s o

’ everyo
n

e. S
h

aregrave’s n
o

t even
 h

is real n
am

e…
ju

st w
h

at m
e an

d
 so

m
e o

’ th
e o

th
ers calls him

.”
“I'm

 lo
o

kin
g fo

r a m
an

 n
am

ed
 P

h
arod

. D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 w

h
ere

h
e is?” R

atb
o

n
e sh

oo
k h

is h
ead

.
“N

a
y, I d

o
n

’t. H
ear h

e’s n
earb

y, th
ou

gh
. S

o
m

e o
’ h

is lad
s

co
m

e ru
n

n
in

’ th
ou

gh
 at tim

es, m
akin

’ fer so
m

e h
id

e
y-h

o
le th

at’s
w

h
o

-kn
o

w
s-w

h
ere. 

S
o

m
e

w
h

ere 
u

p
 

aro
un

d 
tho

se 
elevated

p
latfo

rm
s, I'll b

et, b
u

t it’s no
n

e o
’ m

e b
u

sin
ess.” H

e sh
ru

gged
an

d
 sp

at o
n th

e grou
nd

. “Live an
’ let live, says R

atb
o

n
e.”

I w
aited

 a m
o

m
en

t, sin
ce I tho

u
gh

t h
e m

igh
t h

ave m
o

re to
sa

y, b
u

t h
e rem

ain
ed

 silen
t. I d

ecid
ed

 I m
igh

t as w
ell go

 in
 an

d
visit h

is bo
ss, and

 see w
h

at h
e h

ad
 to

 say.
T

h
ere w

ere th
ree m

en
 in

 th
e m

ain
 ro

o
m

 o
f th

e h
ou

se as I
en

tered
. T

w
o

 w
ere o

b
vio

u
sly lo

w
 level co

llecto
rs, in d

irty ro
b

es.
T

h
e th

ird
 w

as d
ifferen

t. T
all an

d
 lan

ky, th
is p

ale, grim
-lo

o
kin

g
m

an
 

exu
d

ed
 

au
th

o
rity 

d
esp

ite 
h

is 
gan

gly 
an

d
 

so
m

e
w

h
at

aw
kw

ard
 fra

m
e. A

 go
o

d
 p

o
rtion

 o
f h

is left ear w
as m

issin
g;

w
h

at little that w
as le

ft w
as a ragg

ed
 m

ess o
f scar tissue, as if

th
e ear w

as b
itten

 o
ff, rath

er th
an

 cu
t. H

is n
arro

w
, sh

iftin
g e

yes
—

 alm
o

st m
ere slits —

 lo
o

ked
 clever…

 an
d

 d
an

gero
u

s. T
h

is
m

u
st b

e S
h

aregrave. I greeted
 h

im
. H

e sp
at o

u
t a reply.

P
illar O

f S
kulls

395

the heads noticed I w
as again aw

are, they gave m
e the answ

er to
m

y question.
“

A
L

R
E

A
D

Y
 

Y
O

U
 

PO
SS

E
S

S 
T

H
E 

K
E

Y
, 

A
N

D
 

N
E

E
D

 
O

N
L

Y
 

T
H

E

L
O

C
A

T
IO

N
 

O
F 

T
H

E 
PO

R
T

A
L 

T
H

A
T 

SH
A

L
L 

L
E

A
D

 
Y

O
U

 
T

H
E

R
E. W

E

K
N

O
W

 N
O

T W
H

E
R

E T
H

E PO
R

T
A

L L
IE

S, B
U

T M
IG

H
T T

E
L

L Y
O

U
 IT

S

K
E

Y
: ‘R

E
G

R
E

T.’ ” M
an

y o
f th

e p
illar’s h

ead
s b

egan
 to

 w
eep

 an
d

m
o

an
. “Y

es, regret! R
egret!”

“R
egret?”

“
Y

E
S…

 Y
O

U
 M

U
ST H

A
V

E E
X

P
E

R
IE

N
C

E
D

 R
E

G
R

E
T T

O
 B

R
E

A
C

H

T
H

E  FO
R

T
R

E
S

S. W
R

IT
E IT U

PO
N

 A P
IE

C
E O

F Y
O

U
R F

L
E

S
H A

N
D

 Y
O

U
R

P
A

SS
A

G
E T

H
R

O
U

G
H T

H
E PO

R
T

A
L IS A

SS
U

R
E

D
.”

“A
n

d
 th

e p
o

rtal…
 yo

u
 sa

y yo
u

 
d

o
n’t kno

w
 w

h
ere it is?”

“
Y

E
S…

 O
N

L
Y

 T
H

R
E

E H
A

V
E K

N
O

W
N
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fo

r 
yo

u
r 

tr
o

ub
le

. 
G

o
 u

p
 o

n
 t

h
e 

p
la

tfo
rm

s,
fo

llo
w

 t
h

e
m

 t
o

 t
h

e 
N

o
rt

h
 a

n
d

 W
es

t,
 a

nd
 y

o
u

'll
 c

o
m

e 
to

 a
 g

at
e

th
at

 
le

ad
s 

to
 

P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 
b

ol
t-

ho
le

. 
G

et
tin

g 
in

 
an

d
 

ge
tt

in
g 

th
e

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 i
s 

yo
u

r 
d

ea
l. 

A
n

d
 i

f 
an

yo
n

e 
as

ks
, 

yo
u

 d
o

n
’t 

kn
o

w
m

e,
 a

n
d

 w
e 

n
ev

er
 h

ad
 t

h
is

 t
al

k,
 h

ea
r?

”
I 

le
ft 

S
h

ar
eg

ra
ve

 d
is

gr
u

n
tle

d
. 

I 
st

ill
 h

ad
 n

o 
cl

ea
r 

id
ea

 o
f 

h
o

w
to

 g
et

 t
o

 P
h

ar
od

. 
I 

m
ig

h
t 

as
 w

el
l 

in
sp

ec
t 

th
e 

ar
ea

 o
f 

th
e 

S
q

u
ar

e
th

at
 h

ad
 b

ee
n

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 t

o
 m

e,
 b

u
t 

I 
st

ill
 k

ep
t 

an
 e

ye
 o

u
t 

fo
r

an
yo

n
e 

el
se

 w
h

o
 m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
q

u
es

tio
ne

d
.
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agp
ickers’ S

q
u

are

I ign
o

red
 th

e co
llecto

rs ab
ou

t th
e squ

are. It w
as d

o
ub

tfu
l

th
ey kn

e
w

 an
yth

in
g m

o
re th

an
 th

eir bo
ss. T

h
ere w

as, h
o

w
e

ver, a
w

o
o

d
en

 hu
t ah

ead. It d
idn

’t lo
o

k as far go
n

e as m
o

st o
f th

e o
th

er
w

o
o

d
en

 stru
ctu

res ab
ou

t, so
 I d

eterm
in

ed
 to

 see if an
yo

n
e w

as
in

sid
e.

T
h

ere w
as o

n
e o

ccu
p

an
t. T

h
e sq

u
at o

ld w
o

m
an

 lo
o

ked
 like

sh
e h

ad
 h

ad
 all th

e co
lo

r b
led

 o
u

t o
f h

er —
 everyth

in
g fro

m
 h

er
h

air, to
 h

er sh
aw

l, to
 h

er ro
b

e —
 all w

ere sh
ad

es o
f gra

y. T
h

e
o

n
ly sp

lo
tch

es o
f co

lo
r on

 h
er cam

e fro
m

 se
veral stran

g
e h

erb
s,

w
h

ich
 w

ere tied
 to

 h
er b

elt b
y th

eir stalks. T
h

e h
erb

s m
ad

e a
stran

ge sw
sshhh w

h
en

 sh
e m

o
ved

, like a b
ro

o
m

.
T

h
e eld

erly w
o

m
an

 tu
rn

ed an
d stared

 at m
e…

 an
d

 I no
ticed

th
e gra

y sh
ad

es b
lan

ketin
g h

er bo
d

y exten
d

ed
 to h

er featu
res as

w
ell. H

er h
air w

as a w
isp

y gra
y, an

d
 h

er eyes w
ere like ch

ip
s o

f
gran

ite. S
h

e fro
w

n
ed

 w
h

en
 sh

e saw
 m

e.
“A

n
d

 w
h

o
 m

igh
t ye b

e, h
m

m
m

n
?” O

n
ce a

gain
 cau

gh
t b

y
th

e em
b

arrassm
en

t o
f n

o
t h

avin
g a n

am
e, I fell b

ack o
n

 m
y all-

p
u

rp
o

se lie.
“T

h
e n

a
m

e’s A
d

ah
n

. W
h

o
 are yo

u
?” W

ith
 a sly cackle, sh

e
w

a
gg

ed
 h

er eyeb
ro

w
s.

“H
ave ye n

o
t h

eard
 o

f O
l’ M

eb
b

eth
 th

en
, th

e m
id

w
ife o

f th
e

S
q

u
are? H

ave ye n
o

t no
w

?” S
h

e n
arro

w
ed

 h
er e

yes, an
d

 h
er

vo
ice d

ro
pp

ed
. “W

ell, n
o

w
 ye h

ave, fer 
I b

e M
eb

b
eth

.”
“Y

o
u

’re a m
id

w
ife

? W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 d
o

?”
“I set b

o
n

es right, d
rive th

e co
u

gh
 ou

tta th
e sick, yan

k o
u

t
sq

u
ealin

g, stu
b

bo
rn

 b
ab

es, m
en

d
 clo

aks o
r a rag o

r tw
o

, m
ake

cu
res an

d
 h

erb
s an

d o
th

er su
ch.” S

h
e sq

u
in

ted
 at m

e, stu
d

yin
g

m
y scars. “B

e n
eed

in
’ a cu

re o
r th

ree, d
o ye th

en
?”

“A
ye, ye b

e n
eed

in
’ so

m
e cu

res ta lo
o

katch
a. D

'ye w
an

t ta
b

u
y so

m
e, d

o
 ye…

?” S
h

e glan
ced

 at th
e scars co

verin
g m

y b
o

d
y

again
, th

en
 shru

gged
. “T

o
o

 late ta b
e askin

’ fo
r th

em
, I th

in
k.”

“D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 so

m
eo

n
e n

am
ed

 P
h

aro
d

?”
“P

h
aro

d
?! T

h
at —

 th
at —

 p
ah

!” I w
atch

ed
 as M

eb
b

eth
 sp

at
o

n
ce…

 tw
ice…

 th
ree tim

e
s, th

en
 fo

llo
w

ed
 it b

y m
a

kin
g a se

m
i-

circle o
ver h

er h
eart. “T

h
at gu

ll tird
! W

h
atch

a b
e w

an
tin

’ w
ith

th
e likes o

f h
im

?”
“I n

eed
 to fin

d
 him

. D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 w

h
ere h

e is?”
“H

e’s n
o

t in R
agp

icker’s S
q

u
are, th

at m
u

ch
 I ken

 tell ye…
ye n

eed
 ta fin

d
 a w

a
y 
under th

e S
qu

are ta get ta th
at tird

 sp
id

er’s
kip

.” S
h

e sp
at again

. “E
ven

 talkin
’ ‘bo

ut h
im

 leaves a fo
u

l taste,
it do

es.”
“H

e’s u
n

d
er th

e S
qu

are?”

P
illar O

f S
kulls

393

B
E

S
T B

E Q
U

IC
K.” A

 fe
w

 o
f th

e h
ead

s sq
uin

ted an
d gu

rgled
 so

ftly;
I th

ou
gh

t th
ey m

igh
t b

e lau
gh

in
g at m

e.
“A

s I said
 b

efo
re, th

en
: I h

ad
—

”
B

efo
re I co

u
ld

 fin
ish

, a po
rtion

 o
f th

e p
illar trem

b
led

 as yet
an

o
th

er h
ead

 oo
zed

 its w
a

y to
 th

e su
rface. A

fter so
m

e o
f th

e
n

o
iso

m
e slim

e h
ad

 slo
u

gh
ed

 o
ff, I reco

gn
ized

 it as P
h

arod
's. It

sp
it ou

t a m
o

u
th

fu
l o

f b
loo

d
y cysts an

d
 cro

aked
, “A

n
n

ah
, m

e
d

arlin
g ch

ild
! Is th

at yo
u

?”
“D

a
! W

h
at yeh

 b
e d

o
in

’ in th
is p

lace?” A
n

n
ah

 cried
.

T
h

e 
o

th
er 

h
ead

s 
rem

ain
ed

 
m

o
stly 

silen
t 

fo
r 

a 
tim

e 
a

s
P

h
arod

’s sp
o

ke…
 on

ly a fe
w

 w
h

isp
ered

 q
uietly to

 th
em

selves,
m

akin
g 

w
icked

 
sid

elo
n

g 
glan

ces 
at 

A
n

n
ah

 
an

d 
h

er 
fo

ster
fath

er’s h
ead

. “I w
a

s w
ro

n
g, m

y d
ear girl, ab

o
u

t th
e S

ph
ere. It

w
a

sn
’t en

o
u

gh, no
, an

d
 n

o
w

 loo
k w

h
ere I've en

d
ed

…
 I b

eg o
f

yo
u

, lo
vely A

n
n

ah
! S

ave yo
u

r p
o

or fath
er! S

ave m
e

! O
h

, p
lease,

save m
e

! S
ave m

—
” B

u
t even

 as it sp
o

ke, P
h

arod
’s m

e
w

lin
g

h
ead

 b
egan

 to sin
k b

ack in
to

 th
e P

illar’s co
re…

A
n

n
ah

 stared
 h

ard
 at th

e p
illar, eyes n

arro
w

ed
, h

er fists
clen

ch
ed

 an
d tail rigid. A

 m
ixtu

re o
f fu

ry an
d

 an
gu

ish
 w

as
sm

eared
 acro

ss h
er tre

m
b

lin
g face.

“I w
ish

 w
e co

u
ld

 h
elp

 h
im

, A
n

n
ah

. It’s a tragic th
in

g to
h

ap
p

en to an
yo

n
e.”

A
n

n
ah

 sm
irked

, sp
at, and

 tu
rn

ed
 aw

a
y 

fro
m

 th
e p

ile o
f

ro
ttin

g h
ead

s. S
h

e sh
ru

gged
, b

u
t w

o
u

ldn
’t 

lo
o

k 
at 

m
e. 

“N
o

m
atter.”

“D
id

 yo
u

 lo
ve P

h
arod

, A
n

n
ah

?” A
n

n
ah

 tu
rn

ed
, eyes b

lazin
g

at m
e.

“H
e w

as m
y D

a.” S
h

e b
ared

 h
er teeth

. “I hated him
. H

e
o

n
ly sa

w
 in

 m
e a w

a
y to

 scarp
er m

o
re b

o
d

ies, m
o

re jin
k an

’
m

o
re ju

n
k ta lin

e his vau
lt. ‘A

n
n

ah
 d

ear,’ ‘A
n

n
ah

 lass, yeh
’re

th
e m

o
st p

recio
u

s th
in

g in
 m

e vau
lt,’ h

e'd
 lie. A

n
’ h

e'd
 lie. A

n
’

h
e w

as w
e

ak o
’ m

in
d

 an
’ w

eak o
’ b

od
y. A

n
’ h

e sm
elled

 o
’

co
rp

se ro
t an

’ h
ad

 all th
e feelin

’s o
’ a vu

ltu
re p

ickin
g at a

co
rp

se.” A
n

n
ah

’s vo
ice lo

w
ered

, b
u

t th
e fire in

 h
er eyes b

u
rn

ed
b

righ
ter. “A

n
d

 h
e w

as th
e on

ly o
n

e ever ta sh
o

w
 m

e a scrap
 o

’
kin

d
n

ess. Is th
at w

h
at yeh

 
w

anted ta h
ear, is it? Y

eh
 pleased

n
o

w
, aye?”
“

E
N

O
U

G
H,” b

ello
w

ed
 th

e p
illar’s stin

kin
g h

ead
s. “

W
E 

T
IR

E

O
F  

Y
O

U
R 

IN
S

IG
N

IFIC
A

N
T 

PR
A

T
T

L
E, 

A
N

D
 

W
O

U
L

D
 

K
N

O
W

 
Y

O
U

R

B
U

S
IN

E
S

S W
IT

H U
S.”

T
h

e h
ead

s sh
ifted

 slu
ggish

ly a
cro

ss th
e face o

f th
e p

illar,
n

o
dd

in
g an

d
 m

u
rm

u
rin

g b
efo

re sp
eakin

g in
 its gh

astly vo
ice.

“
A

S
K A Q

U
E

S
T

IO
N

 O
F U

S, T
H

E
N

, A
N

D
 B

E PR
E

P
A

R
E

D
 T

O
 H

E
A

R O
U

R
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P
ill

ar
 O

f 
S

ku
ll

s

th
ou

gh
 t

ha
t 

su
re

 a
s 

th
e 

he
ll

s 
ha

d 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 t
o 

do
 w

it
h 

it
. 

I 
ju

st
fe

lt
 d

ra
w

n,
 c

on
ne

ct
ed

 t
o

 y
o

u
, 

so
m

eh
o

w
. 

M
a

yb
e 

it’
s 

al
l 

yo
u

r
su

ffe
ri

n
g,

 c
h

ie
f…

 y
o

u
r 

to
rm

en
t.

 I
 d

on
’t 

kn
o

w
. 

M
ay

b
e 

I 
lik

en
ed

it 
to

 m
y 

o
w

n
, 

w
h

en
 I

 w
as

 in
 t

h
at

 p
ill

ar
.”

“J
u

st
 h

o
w

 lo
n

g 
h

av
e 

yo
u

 k
n

o
w

n
 m

e,
 M

o
rt

e?
”

“D
o

n
’t 

kn
o

w
. 

A
ge

s,
 I

 s
u

p
p

o
se

. 
I'v

e 
d

on
e 

al
l 

I 
co

u
ld

 t
o 

h
el

p
yo

u
 f

in
d

 y
o

u
r 

w
a

y 
ea

ch
 t

im
e,

 b
u

t…
” 

M
o

rt
e 

si
gh

ed
, 

th
en

 l
ift

ed
h

im
se

lf 
u

p
 t

o
 m

ee
t 

m
y 

ga
ze

. 
“Y

o
u

 r
ar

el
y 

m
a

ke
 it

 t
h

is
 f

ar
, 

ch
ie

f.
I 

m
e

an
 i

t;
 o

n
ly

 f
o

u
r 

o
r 

fiv
e 

tim
es

, 
I 

th
in

k.
 T

h
is

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
th

e
tim

e…
 t

h
e 

‘y
o

u
’ t

h
at

 m
ak

e
s 

it,
 fi

n
d

s 
ou

t 
w

h
at

’s
 g

o
in

g 
on

.”
I 

to
o

k 
an

o
th

er
 c

au
tio

u
s 

st
ep

 t
o

w
ar

d
s 

th
e 

p
ill

ar
, 

an
d

 a
ll 

th
ei

r
co

n
ve

rs
at

io
n

 a
b

ru
p

tly
 st
op

pe
d.

 T
h

e 
d

o
ze

n
s 

o
f 

h
ea

d
s 

th
at

 l
in

ed
th

e 
p

ill
ar

’s
 s

u
rf

ac
e 

sl
o

w
ly

 t
u

rn
ed

 t
o

 f
ac

e 
m

e 
in

 u
n

is
on

. 
T

h
ey

re
ga

rd
ed

 m
e 

si
le

n
tly

, 
th

ei
r 

b
re

at
h

 f
et

id
 a

n
d 

m
o

is
t 

u
po

n
 m

e…
u

n
til

 t
h

ey
 n

o
tic

ed
 M

o
rt

e 
co

w
er

in
g 

b
eh

in
d 

m
e.

E
ve

ry
 h

ea
d

 o
n

 t
h

e 
p

ill
ar

’s
 s

u
rf

ac
e 

sp
o

ke
 a

t 
o

n
ce

 t
o

 m
ak

e 
th

e
th

in
g’

s 
vo

ic
e 

—
 a

 t
er

rib
le

, 
bu

rb
lin

g 
so

u
nd

 t
h

at
 b

u
bb

le
d

 f
o

rt
h

w
h

ile
 f

o
u

l, 
st

in
gi

n
g 

va
p

o
rs

 a
nd

 p
u

tr
id

 c
o

rr
u

pt
io

n
 s

tr
ea

m
ed

 f
ro

m
th

ei
r 

m
o

u
th

s.
 “Y

O
U

 A
G

A
IN

…
 T

IS
 B

E
E

N
 A

 L
O

N
G

 T
IM

E
, 

IN
D

E
E

D
.”

M
an

y 
o

f t
h

e 
h

ea
d

s 
b

eg
an

 t
o

 g
ib

b
er

 a
nd

 d
ro

o
l, 

ch
an

tin
g 

“…
sk

u
ll,

sk
u

ll,
 s

ku
ll…

” 
gl

ee
fu

lly
, 

lic
ki

n
g 

th
ei

r 
lip

s,
 t

h
ei

r 
ey

es
 f

ix
at

ed
u

p
on

 M
o

rt
e.

“W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 m
ea

n
?”

“S
IL

E
N

C
E
! 

W
E
 

SP
E

A
K
 

N
O

T
 

T
O

 
Y

O
U

, 
B

U
T
 

T
O

 
T

H
E
 

S
K

U
L

L
.

W
E

L
C

O
M

E
 B

A
C

K
, 

L
IT

T
L

E
 O

N
E
. 

H
A

V
E
 Y

O
U

 A
T
 L

A
S

T
 D

E
C

ID
E

D
 T

O

R
E

T
U

R
N

 T
O

 T
H

E
 F

O
L

D
, T

O
 A

C
C

E
P

T
 Y

O
U

R
 F

IN
A

L
 F

A
T

E
, T

O
 T

A
K

E
 U

P

O
N

C
E
 M

O
R

E
 Y

O
U

R
 S

A
C

R
E

D
 D

U
T

Y
?”

 S
e

ve
ra

l 
h

ea
d

s 
b

u
rs

t 
fo

rt
h

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

P
ill

ar
’s

 c
o

re
, 

gn
as

h
in

g 
th

ei
r 

b
ro

ke
n

 t
ee

th
 a

n
d 

w
ai

lin
g:

“Y
es

, 
co

m
e 

b
ac

k!
 C

o
m

e 
b

ac
k 

to
 u

s,
 s

ku
ll!

 S
ku

ll…
”

M
o

rt
e 

sh
o

o
k 

w
ith

 f
ea

r,
 h

is
 t

ee
th

 r
at

tli
n

g.
 “

I 
ca

n
’t 

go
 b

ac
k,

ch
ie

f! 
I c

an
’t!

 I 
ca

n
’t!

 I 
ca

n
’t!

”
“H

e 
h

as
n

’t 
co

m
e 

b
ac

k 
to

 y
o

u
. 

B
u

t 
I 

h
ad

 s
o

m
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
s,

P
ill

ar
 o

f S
ku

lls
…

”
“T

H
E
 S

M
E

L
L
, 

‘ 
T

IS
 S

T
R

O
N

G
. 

IT
 S

H
A

L
L
 C

R
O

SS
 T

H
E
 P

L
A

N
E

S,
SO

O
N

, A
N

D
 B

E
L
 W

IL
L
 C

O
M

E
.”

“T
h

e…
 s

m
el

l?
 W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

?”
T

h
e 

h
ea

d
s’

 e
ye

s 
tu

rn
ed

 w
et

ly
 i

n
 t

h
ei

r 
so

ck
et

s 
to

 s
ta

re
 a

t
F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
. 

“TH
E
 S

M
E

L
L
…

 H
E

R
 M

U
S

K
…

 T
H

E
 T

A
N

A
R
’R

I

M
U

SK
. 

T
H

E
 B

IT
T

E
R

SW
E

E
T
 S

C
E

N
T
 C

A
R

R
IE

S,
 A

N
D

 W
IL

L
 A

T
T

R
A

C
T

B
A

A
T

E
Z

U
, S

O
O

N
. T

H
E

IR
 L

O
R

D
, B

E
L
, W

IL
L
 B

E
 A

N
G

R
Y

.”
M

o
rt

e 
ad

d
ed

, 
“O

h,
 th

at
’s

 ju
st

 
gr

ea
t.”

T
h

e 
h

ea
d

s 
tu

rn
ed

 t
h

ei
r 

ga
ze

s 
b

ac
k 

to
 m

e,
 t

h
o

u
gh

 a
 f

e
w

 s
til

l
sn

u
ffl

ed
 n

o
is

ily
. 

“IF
 Y

O
U

 H
A

V
E
 Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
S 

FO
R
 U

S,
 Y

O
U

 H
A

D

R
ag

p
ic

ke
rs

’ S
q

u
ar

e
6

1

S
h

e 
ja

bb
ed

 h
er

 fi
n

ge
r 

at
 t

h
e 

flo
o

r.
 “

A
ye

, 
h

e’
s 

b
u

ri
ed

 b
en

ea
th

th
es

e 
p

ile
s 

o
f 

tr
as

h
, 

h
im

 a
n

d
 h

is
 b

o
ys

, 
an

d
 a

 t
o

u
gh

 t
im

e 
ye

'd
h

av
e 

d
ig

gi
n

’ h
im

 o
u

t 
o

f 
h

is
 n

es
t.

” 
S

h
e 

sh
o

o
k 

h
er

 h
ea

d
. 

“L
et

 b
e,

le
t 

b
e,

 c
h

ild
.”

“I
 n

ee
d

 t
o 

fin
d

 h
im

. 
H

o
w

 d
o

 I
 g

et
 d

o
w

n
 t

h
er

e?
” 

M
eb

b
et

h
fr

o
w

n
ed

, 
th

en
 s

ig
h

ed
.

“H
ea

r 
te

ll,
 

P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 
go

t 
a 

ga
te

 
th

at
 

le
ad

s 
to

 
h

is
 

n
es

t
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

h
er

e 
in

 t
h

e 
S

qu
ar

e…
 i

t’s
 j

is
t 

a 
m

at
te

r 
o

f 
fin

d
in

’ 
it.

Y
e 

m
ig

h
t 

w
an

t 
to

 a
sk

 s
o

m
e 

o
f 

th
e 

o
th

er
s,

 s
o

m
e 

w
h

o
 t

ra
ve

l 
a 

b
it

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 O
l’ 

M
eb

b
et

h
.”

I 
h

ad
 a

 c
u

rio
u

s 
im

p
re

ss
io

n
 l

oo
ki

n
g 

at
 M

eb
b

et
h

. 
I 

th
ou

gh
t 

I
co

u
ld

 s
ee

 a
 f

ai
n

t 
gl

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t 
h

er
 b

od
y.

 I
 h

ad
 a

 f
ee

lin
g 

I 
sh

o
ul

d
kn

o
w

 w
h

at
 t

h
at

 m
ea

n
t.

 M
o

re
, 

I 
h

ad
 a

 f
ee

lin
g 

it 
w

as
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

I
co

u
ld

 o
n

ce
 d

o 
—

 a
n

d 
n

ee
d

ed
 t

o
 d

o 
ag

ai
n

. 
I 

tr
ie

d
 t

o
 e

m
p

ty
 m

y
m

in
d

, 
to

 s
o

m
eh

o
w

 r
e

ac
h

 w
h

at
 I

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

co
n

sc
io

u
sl

y 
re

m
e

m
b

er
.

T
o

 
m

y 
su

rp
ri

se
, 

it 
w

o
rk

ed
. 

O
u

t 
o

f 
th

e 
d

ar
kn

es
s 

p
op

p
ed

 
a

q
u

es
tio

n
.

“A
re

 y
o

u
 a

 w
itc

h
, 

M
eb

b
et

h
?”

 M
eb

b
et

h 
sc

ru
tin

iz
ed

 m
e.

“I
 s

a
y 

n
au

gh
t 

as
 t

o
 w

h
at

 I
 a

m
 a

n
d

 i
sn

’t,
 b

ut
 w

h
at

ch
a 

b
e

w
an

tin
’ 

ta
 k

n
o

w
 s

o
 f

o
o

l 
b

ad
 f

o
r 

th
at

 y
e 

h
o

un
d 

an
’ 

ol
’ 

w
o

m
an

,
b

ar
ki

n
’ 

an
d 

sn
iff

in
’ 

fe
r 

a 
ju

ic
y 

b
it 

o
f 

go
ss

ip
?”

 O
f 

co
u

rs
e,

 t
h

at
w

a
s 

w
h

er
e 

I w
as

 h
ea

d
ed

 —
 m

a
gi

c.
“I

 
w

an
t 

to
 

le
ar

n
 

ab
ou

t 
m

ag
ic

. 
C

o
u

ld
 

yo
u

 
te

ac
h

 
m

e?
”

M
eb

b
et

h 
la

u
gh

ed
.

“P
ah

! 
I'm

 n
o

 t
ea

ch
er

, 
n

o
 s

ch
o

ol
-m

is
tr

es
s 

al
l 

se
t 

u
p

 t
a 

te
ac

h
lik

e 
th

em
 in

 t
h

e 
b

ig
 F

es
th

al
l! 

T
h

er
e’

s 
o

th
er

s 
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

I'm
 s

u
re

th
at

'd
 s

p
ill

 t
h

e 
d

ar
k 

o
f 

it…
 y

e
'd

 b
e 

w
as

tin
’ 

ye
r 

tim
e 

w
ith

 o
l’

M
eb

b
et

h,
 s

o
 y

e 
w

o
u

ld
.”

“I
 d

o
n

’t 
ag

re
e.

 I
 t

h
in

k 
yo

u
'd

 h
av

e 
a 

lo
t 

to
 tea
ch

.”
 M

eb
b

et
h

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e 

in
te

n
tly

.
“O

h
, 

ay
e?

 W
hy

 d
o

 y
e 

w
an

t 
to

 le
ar

n
 s

u
ch

 t
h

in
gs

?”
“B

ec
au

se
 I

 m
a

y 
n

ee
d

 i
t 

to
 s

o
lv

e 
th

e 
m

ys
te

ry
 o

f 
w

h
o

 I
 a

m
.”

A
fte

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 M

eb
b

et
h

 n
od

d
ed

.
“T

h
e 

A
rt

 m
a

y 
h

el
p

, 
it 

m
a

y 
n

o
t,

 a
n

d
 y

e 
m

u
st

 n
o

t 
re

ly
 o

n
 it

 t
a

so
lv

e 
al

l 
o

’ 
ye

r 
p

ro
b

le
m

s.
” 

S
h

e 
si

gh
ed

. 
“C

h
ild

, 
it’

s 
m

o
st

 l
ik

e
o

n
ly

 g
o

in
g 

to
 a

dd
 a

no
th

er
 c

h
ip

 t
o 

ye
r 

p
ile

 o
’ q

u
es

tio
n

s…
”

“I
 u

n
d

er
st

an
d

. 
W

ill
 y

o
u

 te
ac

h
 m

e?
”

“P
ah

!”
 M

eb
b

et
h

 s
ho

o
k 

h
er

 h
ea

d
. 

“O
n

e 
sh

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
so

n
gs

ra
th

er
 t

h
an

 m
ak

e 
m

a
gi

ck
. 

S
o

n
gs

 h
av

e 
m

o
re

 b
ea

u
ty

. 
M

ag
ic

k’
s

b
ee

n
 m

ad
e 

d
u

ll,
 c

o
m

m
o

n
-p

la
ce

, 
so

ile
d

 b
y 

th
e 

m
o

b
 o

f 
p

eo
p

le
th

at
 h

av
e 

tr
o

m
p

ed
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 i
t…

 h
m

p
p

p
ph

.”
 S

h
e 

sq
u

in
te

d
 a

t 
m

e.
“I

'll
 t

ea
ch

 y
e…

 b
u

t 
fir

st
 y

e'
ll 

n
ee

d
 t

o
 d

o
 s

o
m

e 
th

in
gs

 f
o

r 
m

e,
 y

e
h

ea
r?

”
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agp
ickers’ S

q
u

are

M
eb

b
eth set m

e a serie
s o

f tasks b
efo

re sh
e w

o
u

ld
 tell m

e
an

y m
o

re. I eag
erly ru

sh
ed

 to
 fu

lfill th
em

, th
e u

rge to
 fin

d
P

h
arod

 tem
p

o
rarily fo

rgo
tten

. I vagu
ely reco

gn
ized

 th
e tasks set

m
e as ted

io
u

s jo
b

s o
ften

 given
 to

 test th
e d

ed
icatio

n
 o

f so
m

eo
n

e
ju

st app
ren

ticin
g in

 th
e art.

I sp
en

t th
e rest o

f th
e d

ay ru
n

n
in

g abo
u

t th
e H

ive, m
o

stly
go

in
g b

etw
een

 M
eb

b
eth

’s and
 th

e m
arket. F

ro
m

 m
y erran

d
s sh

e
en

d
ed

 u
p

 w
ith

 a crud
e fra

m
e m

ad
e fro

m
 a b

arb
ed

 p
lan

t, o
ver-

starch
ed

 rags an
d

 a co
n

tain
er o

f fish
 in

k. S
h

e sp
o

ke to
 m

e w
h

en
all w

as d
o

n
e.

“Y
e've d

o
n

e w
ell, ch

ild
. A

ll I've asked
. N

o
w

, I ask ye a
gain

:
after all ye've seen

, d
o

 ye still w
an

t to
 learn th

e art?”
“Y

es. A
fter all, th

e gu
idin

g go
al o

f yo
u

r erran
d

s w
as to

 test
m

y p
ersisten

ce, w
as it n

o
t?” M

eb
b

eth
 sm

iled
, th

en
 no

dd
ed

.
“Y

es…
 m

a
yh

ap
, ch

ild, m
a

yh
ap

.”
“A

n
d

 
th

at’s 
n

ot 
all; 

yo
u

 
kn

ew
 

w
h

o
 

I 
h

ad
 

to
 

see 
to

acco
m

p
lish

 each
 erran

d
, d

id
n

’t yo
u

?” M
eb

b
eth

 n
od

d
ed again

,
slo

w
er th

is tim
e.

“M
a

yh
ap

, ch
ild, m

a
yh

ap
…

 iffen
 so

, w
h

at d
id

 yer sen
ses tell

ye ab
o

u
t th

em
?” I re

fle
cted

 o
n

 w
h

at I h
ad

 learn
ed

 fro
m

 th
o

se I
h

ad
 talked

 to
 w

h
ile ru

nn
in

g m
y erran

d
s.

“M
o

u
rn

s-fo
r-T

ree
s sh

o
w

ed
 m

e th
at m

y b
eliefs a

ffect th
e

w
o

rld
 aro

u
nd

 m
e, G

isco
rl tau

gh
t m

e th
at ritu

al is a w
asted

 effo
rt

if th
e p

u
rp

o
se o

f th
e ritu

al is ign
o

red, M
eir'am

 tau
gh

t m
e th

at n
o

m
atter h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 I th

in
k I kn

o
w

, th
ere is still m

u
ch

 I can
 learn

fro
m

 an
o

th
er’s eye

s.”
M

eb
b

eth w
as silen

t fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, th

en sh
e w

alked
 slo

w
ly

o
ver to

 m
e an

d
 tou

ch
ed

 m
e o

n
 th

e ch
eek. “O

h
, ch

ild
…

” S
h

e
sigh

ed
. “Y

e w
ill b

e a m
a

ster so
rcerer o

n
e d

ay, ye w
ill. Y

e h
ave

th
e kn

o
w

in
’ o

f it, yet…
 ye've co

m
e to

 O
l’ M

eb
b

eth
 fo

r h
elp, ye

h
ave. W

h
at co

u
ld

 a m
id

w
ife teach

 su
ch

 a o
n

e?”
“M

u
ch

, M
eb

b
eth

. I w
an

t to learn
 all yo

u
 h

ave to
 teach

.”
“S

o
 ye

'll w
alk th

e p
ath

 th
en

…
” M

eb
b

eth p
au

sed. “W
ell,

first th
in

gs firstly: jest h
avin

’ th
e kn

ack fo
r th

e A
rt isn

’t en
ou

gh
.

Y
e n

eed
 so

m
e m

e
an

s o
f givin

’ it fo
cu

s: u
su

ally ‘sp
ells.’ T

h
e

sp
ells are u

su
ally in

 a bo
o

k. S
o

 th
e A

rt d
em

an
d

s ye h
ave a sp

ell
b

o
o

k o
r its like a-fo

re ye ken
 cast sp

ells. K
en

 ye re
ad

?”
“Y

es.” I h
ad

 n
o trou

ble read
in

g in
scrip

tio
n

s w
h

en
 I w

as in
th

e M
o

rtu
ary.

“T
h

en
 let’s test it, ken

 ye read
 th

is?” M
eb

b
eth

 d
rew

 fo
rth

 a
sm

all tattered
 card

…
 it lo

o
ked

 like a recip
e.

I exa
m

in
ed

 it. T
h

e w
ritin

g o
n

 th
e recip

e sw
a

m
 b

e
fo

re m
y

e
yes, ea

ch
 sym

b
o

l tw
istin

g o
u

t o
f fo

cu
s w

h
en

ever I tried
 to read

P
illar O

f S
kulls

391

“Y
eh

 
m

ean
 

lies!” 
h

issed
 

A
n

n
ah

. 
M

o
rte 

con
tinu

ed
,

u
n

p
ertu

rb
ed

.
“…

 o
n

e o
f m

y suggestions led
 to

 yo
u

r d
eath

. O
n

e o
f th

em
.

M
ayb

e o
th

ers. I d
on

’t really kn
o

w
; th

o
se m

e
m

o
ries are go

n
e,

n
o

w
.”M

o
rte stared

 at m
y feet —

 I'd
 n

ever seen
 h

im
 lo

o
k so

m
iserab

le. “T
h

o
se m

e
m

o
ries, th

ey…
 lo

o
k, ch

ief, I d
on

’t even
re

m
e

m
b

er being hu
m

an
. I d

on
’t rem

e
m

b
er w

h
at life w

as like
b

efo
re th

e P
illar…

”
D

ak'ko
n

, starin
g in

to
 th

e d
istan

ce, sp
o

ke qu
ietly. “It is like

cu
p

p
in

g w
ater in

 o
n

e’s h
an

d
s.”

M
o

rte glan
ced

 at D
ak'ko

n
, th

en m
e. “Y

eah
, I gu

ess. A
n

d
th

at’s p
retty m

u
ch

 th
e w

a
y o

f th
in

gs w
h

en
 yo

u
 d

ie. Y
o

u
…

fo
rget. I figu

re I w
a

sn
’t a sterlin

g m
e

m
b

er o
f th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity

w
h

en
 I w

a
s alive…

 b
u

t h
ells, w

h
o

 is?” M
o

rte sigh
ed

 again
. “It’s

ju
st th

at I can
’t h

elp
 it. N

o
th

in
g’s w

o
rse th

an
 b

ein
g h

on
est all

th
e tim

e. B
u

t loo
k, ch

ief: if th
at p

ile o
f h

ead
s sees m

e, it'll w
an

t
m

e b
ack —

 bad. Y
o

u can
’t let th

at h
ap

p
en

!”
“H

o
ld

 it…
 w

h
y d

id
n

’t yo
u

 tell m
e yo

u
 kn

ew
 m

e b
ack in

 th
e

M
o

rtu
ary?” M

o
rte su

dd
en

ly b
ecam

e d
e

fen
sive.

“B
ecau

se I n
ever know

 w
h

o
 yo

u
’re go

in
g to

 b
e! S

o
m

e o
f

yo
u

r in
carn

atio
n

s h
ave b

een
 stark, ravin

g m
ad

! O
n

e tim
e yo

u
aw

o
ke o

b
sessed

 w
ith

 th
e id

ea th
at 

I w
as yo

u
r sku

ll, and
 ch

ased
m

e aro
u

n
d th

e S
p

ire tryin
g to

 sh
atter an

d
 d

evo
u

r m
e…

 lu
ckily,

yo
u

 w
ere cru

sh
ed

 b
y a p

assin
g cart in

 th
e street. A

n
o

th
er, ‘go

od
an

d
 law

fu
l,’ yo

u
 tried

 to
 th

ru
st m

e b
ack in

to
 th

e P
illar, b

ecau
se

‘it’s w
h

ere I b
elo

n
ged

.’ “ M
o

rte sm
irked

. “Th
a

t’s w
hy. B

esides,
n

o
 h

arm
’s e

ver co
m

e o
f yo

u
 n

o
t kno

w
in

g…
”

“H
o

w
'd

 yo
u

 get free o
f th

e P
illar?”

“W
ell…

 yo
u

 p
u

lled m
e o

ff, ch
ie

f. I fo
u

gh
t m

y w
a

y to
 th

e
fro

n
t o

f th
e P

illar —
 yo

u
've b

een
 h

ere b
efo

re, yo
u

 kn
o

w
 —

ya
m

m
erin

g an
d

 ho
w

lin
g u

n
til yo

u
 h

ad
 n

oticed
 m

e. I b
egged

 to
b

e freed
, sw

earin
g th

at I'd
 fo

llo
w

 yo
u

, sh
arin

g m
y kn

o
w

led
ge

u
n

til yo
u

r fin
al d

ays…
 I ju

st d
idn

’t realize ho
w

 lo
n

g th
at'd

 b
e

u
n

til after yo
u

'd
 alread

y to
rn

 m
e fre

e.”
“A

n
d

 all th
e P

illar’s K
n

o
w

led
ge…

?”
“O

h
, th

at…
 w

ell, I also
 d

id
n

’t realize I'd
 lo

se m
o

st o
f th

e
P

illar’s accu
m

u
lated

 kn
o

w
led

ge o
n

ce I w
as o

u
t o

f it. P
ikin

g
p

o
w

ers, d
id

 that ever set yo
u

 o
ff! B

u
t yo

u
 kep

t m
e aro

u
n

d
 ju

st
th

e sam
e. A

n
d

 at first I felt ‘b
o

u
n

d’ to
 yo

u
…

 th
at m

a
yb

e yo
u

r
so

rcery h
ad

 tu
rn

ed
 m

e in
to

 so
m

e so
rt o

f fa
m

iliar. B
u

t after a
co

u
p

le 
h

un
d

red
 

years, 
I 

realized
 

it 
w

as 
m

ore 
th

an
 

th
at…

so
m

eth
in

g 
d

eep
er. 

M
o

re 
th

an
 

ju
st 

a 
d

eb
t 

o
f 

gratitu
d

e, 
to

o
,
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P
ill

ar
 O

f 
S

ku
ll

s

P
IL

LA
R

 O
F

 S
K

U
LL

S

A
 b

lo
od

-r
ed

 s
ky

; 
gr

it
ty

, 
ba

re
 h

il
ls

 s
ur

ro
un

di
ng

 u
s.

 S
om

ew
he

re
ne

ar
by

 I
 h

op
ed

 to
 f

in
d 

th
is

 p
ill

ar
 o

f 
sk

ul
ls

. H
op

ef
ul

ly
 t

hi
s 

ti
m

e 
I

w
o

u
ld

 g
et

 s
o

m
e 

fin
al

 a
n

sw
er

s,
 a

lth
o

u
gh

 I
 d

id
n

’t 
ex

p
ec

t 
it.

W
e 

st
ar

te
d

 c
o

m
b

in
g 

th
e 

te
rr

ai
n

; 
al

m
o

st
 im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
, 

w
e 

ra
n

in
to

 t
h

e 
fir

st
 o

f 
m

an
y 

fie
n

d
s.

 T
h

e 
n

u
m

b
er

s 
w

e 
fa

ce
d

 w
er

e 
n

o
t

su
ffi

ci
en

t 
to

 b
e 

d
an

ge
ro

u
s,

 b
u

t 
I p

u
sh

ed
 t

h
e 

p
ac

e,
 k

n
o

w
in

g 
m

o
re

o
p

po
n

en
ts

 w
o

u
ld

 s
h

o
w

 u
p

 s
ho

rt
ly

.
A

s 
w

e 
w

al
ke

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

 n
ar

ro
w

 c
an

yo
n

, 
I 

co
u

ld
 h

ea
r 

th
e

so
u

nd
 o

f 
te

n
s,

 n
o 

hu
nd

re
d

s 
o

f 
vo

ic
es

 a
h

ea
d

. 
W

e 
p

as
se

d
 u

n
d

er
 a

n
at

u
ra

l 
ar

ch
 o

f 
st

o
n

e.
 I

 h
ad

 f
o

un
d 

w
h

at
 I

 s
o

u
gh

t. 
T

h
e 

si
gh

t 
o

f
th

is
 t

h
in

g 
—

 t
h

is
 h

o
rr

ib
le

, 
to

w
er

in
g,

 p
u

ls
at

in
g th
in

g
 —

 fi
ll

ed
 m

e
w

it
h 

na
us

ea
, 

un
fo

un
de

d 
lo

at
hi

ng
, 

an
d 

a 
fa

in
t 

se
ns

e 
of

fa
m

il
ia

ri
ty

. 
T

he
 i

nn
um

er
ab

le
 r

ot
ti

ng
 h

ea
ds

 w
hi

ch
 m

ad
e 

up
 t

he
va

st
 

pi
le

 
se

em
ed

 
to

 
co

ns
ta

nt
ly

 
sh

if
t 

an
d 

th
ro

b,
 

al
te

rn
at

el
y

bi
ck

er
in

g,
 w

ee
pi

ng
, c

on
ve

rs
in

g,
 s

ho
ut

in
g 

an
d 

w
hi

sp
er

in
g 

to
 o

ne
an

ot
he

r.
 H

ea
ds

 c
on

st
an

tly
 b

ub
bl

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
of

 t
he

 s
ta

ck
fr

om
 s

om
ew

he
re

 w
it

hi
n 

it
s 

fo
ul

 c
or

e,
 w

hi
le

 o
th

er
s 

sa
nk

 b
ac

k
in

to
 t

he
 g

ri
sl

y 
pi

ll
ar

. 
A

s 
I 

m
ad

e 
to

 s
te

p 
cl

os
er

 t
o 

th
e 

P
ill

ar
,

M
or

te
 h

is
se

d 
to

 m
e.

“P
ss

st
! 

C
h

ie
f! 

C
h

ie
f…

 l
is

te
n

, 
I 

ca
n

’t 
le

t 
th

at
 t

hi
n

g 
se

e 
m

e.
Y

o
u

'v
e 

go
t 

to
 g

et
 m

e 
o

u
t 

o
f 

h
er

e…
 d

ro
p

 m
e 

o
ff 

so
m

e
w

h
er

e,
p

ic
k 

m
e 

u
p

 la
te

r 
or

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g…
”

“W
h

y,
 M

o
rt

e?
 W

h
at

’s
 g

o
in

g 
o

n
?”

“E
h

…
 I

 d
o

n
’t 

re
al

ly
 l

ik
e 

to
 t

al
k 

ab
o

u
t 

it.
 L

et
’s

 j
u

st
 g

et
m

o
vi

n
g,

 
ye

ah
?”

 
M

o
rt

e’
s 

vo
ic

e 
tr

em
b

le
d

 
w

ith
 

fe
ar

; 
h

is
 

e
ye

s
fli

ck
er

ed
 b

ac
k 

an
d

 f
o

rt
h

 b
et

w
ee

n
 m

e 
an

d
 t

h
e 

m
as

si
ve

 p
ill

ar
 o

f
h

ea
d

s.
“I

 c
an

’t 
h

av
e 

yo
u

 k
ee

p
in

g 
so

 m
an

y 
se

cr
et

s,
 M

o
rt

e.
 Y

o
u

'v
e

go
t 

to
 t

el
l 

m
e 

w
h

at
’s

 g
o

in
g 

o
n

 h
er

e.
” 

M
o

rt
e 

si
gh

ed
, 

u
n

ab
le

 t
o

m
ee

t 
m

y 
st

ar
e.

 A
t 

la
st

, 
h

e 
re

le
n

te
d

.
“F

in
e,

 f
in

e…
 I

'll
 t

el
l y

o
u

. 
T

h
er

e’
s 

th
is

 p
ill

ar
 o

n
 A

ve
rn

u
s,

 t
h

e
fir

st
 l

a
ye

r 
o

f 
B

aa
to

r,
 b

u
ilt

 o
f 

th
e 

h
ea

d
s 

o
f 

al
l 

th
o

se
 w

h
o

'v
e 

le
d

o
th

er
s 

to
 t

h
ei

r 
d

ea
th

s 
th

ro
u

gh
 l

ie
s.

 W
el

l…
 t

h
at

’s
 i

t 
rig

ht
 t

h
er

e.
S

ee
, 

th
at

’s
 w

h
er

e 
I e

n
d

ed
 u

p
. G

o
 fi

gu
re

.”
“S

o
…

 y
o

u
 w

er
e 

o
n

e 
o

f t
h

o
se

 h
ea

d
s?

”
“Y

ea
h

. 
I 

to
ld

 a
n

…
 e

xa
gg

er
at

io
n

 o
r 

tw
o

. 
It’

s 
ju

st
 t

h
at

 o
n

e 
o

f
m

y 
su

gg
es

tio
n

s—
”

R
ag

p
ic

ke
rs

’ S
q

u
ar

e
6

3

it.
 A

lm
o

st
 i

n
st

in
ct

iv
el

y,
 I

 r
el

ax
ed

 m
y 

e
ye

s,
 a

llo
w

in
g 

th
e

m
 t

o
ta

ke
 i

n
 t

h
e 

p
ag

e 
al

l 
at

 o
n

ce
…

 a
n

d 
th

e 
sy

m
b

o
ls

 s
u

dd
en

ly
 b

le
d

to
ge

th
er

: 
th

e 
re

ci
p

e 
lis

te
d

 
m

ea
su

re
m

en
ts

, 
in

gr
ed

ie
n

ts
…

 
it

ap
p

ea
re

d
 t

o 
b

e 
so

m
e 

m
in

o
r 

d
iv

in
at

io
n

.
“T

h
is

 is
 a

 m
in

o
r 

di
vi

n
at

io
n

, 
is

n
’t 

it?
 I

t 
lo

o
ks

 l
ik

e 
it’

s 
a 

sp
el

l
th

at
 a

llo
w

s 
th

e 
u

se
r 

to
 s

ee
 t

h
e 

‘n
at

u
re

’ 
o

f 
an

 i
te

m
…

 t
o

 s
ee

w
h

et
h

er
 it

’s
 e

n
ch

an
te

d
 o

r 
n

o
t.

” 
M

eb
b

et
h

’s
 e

ye
s 

w
id

en
ed

.
“W

h
o

 a
re

 y
e 

to
 t

es
t 

O
l’ 

M
eb

b
et

h
 s

o
?!

 A
re

 y
e 

so
m

e 
fie

n
d

?”
“N

o
…

 w
el

l, 
n

o
t 

to
 m

y 
kn

o
w

le
d

g
e.

 W
h

at
’s

 w
ro

n
g?

”
“W

el
l…

 n
o

t 
ex

p
ec

tin
’ i

t, 
w

as
 I

…
” 

S
h

e 
n

o
dd

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
re

ci
p

e,
th

en
 p

lu
ck

ed
 it

 o
ut

 o
f 

m
y 

h
an

d
. 

“W
h

at
 y

e 
se

e,
 it

’s
 w

ri
tt

en
 in

 t
h

e
la

n
gu

ag
e 

o
f 

th
e A

rt
. I

f 
ye

’re
 n

o
t 

a 
m

a
ge

lin
g 

ye
t,

 it
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

al
l-

a-
sw

irl
-ju

m
b

le
 o

f 
m

is
h

-m
as

h
.”

 S
h

e 
sn

ap
p

ed
 h

er
 f

in
ge

r.
 “

Y
et

,
cl

ea
r 

as
 c

ry
st

al
, 

ye
 p

lu
ck

 t
h

e 
se

n
se

 o
f 

it 
rig

h
t 

u
p.

 M
ay

h
ap

 y
e 

te
ll

O
l’ 

M
eb

b
et

h
 w

h
y 

th
at

 is
?”

“I
 t

h
in

k 
I 

m
a

y 
h

av
e 

kn
o

w
n

 o
n

ce
, 

bu
t 

fo
rg

o
t…

 s
ee

in
g 

th
e

sy
m

b
o

ls
 ju

st
 ja

rr
ed

 m
y 

m
e

m
o

ry
.”

“O
r 

el
se

 a
 n

at
u

ra
l g

ift
, 

ye
 m

a
y 

h
av

e…
 n

o
 m

at
te

r,
 n

o
 m

at
te

r,
ye

'v
e 

ju
st

 s
h

av
ed

 s
ea

so
n

s 
o

ff 
o

f 
ye

r 
le

ar
n

in
g,

 y
e 

h
av

e.
” 

M
eb

b
et

h
h

a
ru

m
p

h
e
d.

 “A
n

 I
'd

 b
ee

n 
lo

o
ki

n
’ 

fe
r 

so
m

eo
n

e 
to

 h
an

d
le

 t
h

e
ch

o
re

s 
ar

o
un

d
 h

er
e,

 I 
h

ad
…

”
“I

f 
yo

u
 n

ee
d

 h
el

p 
w

ith
 a

n
yt

h
in

g 
ar

o
u

nd
 h

er
e,

 y
o

u
 c

an
 s

til
l

as
k…

 it
’s

 t
h

e 
le

as
t 

I 
ca

n
 d

o
 in

 e
xc

h
an

ge
 f

o
r 

yo
u

 t
ea

ch
in

g 
m

e.
” 

I
cu

rs
ed

 m
y 

ru
n

 a
w

a
y 

m
o

u
th

. 
I 

st
ill

 w
as

n
’t 

su
re

 w
h

y 
I 

re
ac

te
d

 s
o

fa
vo

ra
b

ly
 t

o
 M

eb
b

et
h

, 
bu

t 
I 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
af

fo
rd

 t
o 

w
as

te
 t

o
o

 m
u

ch
tim

e 
h

er
e.

 F
o

rt
u

n
at

el
y,

 h
er

 a
n

sw
er

 a
lla

ye
d

 m
y 

co
n

ce
rn

.
“N

o
, 

no
, 

d
on

’t 
w

o
rr

y 
ye

rs
el

f 
ab

o
u

t 
th

at
…

” 
S

h
e 

fr
o

w
n

ed
.

“W
el

l, 
ye

 k
en

 r
ea

d
 s

p
el

ls
 w

el
l e

n
o

u
gh

, 
b

u
t 

sp
el

ls
 a

re
 n

o
 g

o
od

 t
o

ye
 w

ith
o

u
t a

 b
oo

k 
to

 p
u

t 
th

em
 in

…
”

“D
o

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

o
n

e?
”

M
eb

b
et

h 
gl

an
ce

d
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
h

u
t, 

an
d

 t
h

en
 s

h
e 

ca
u

gh
t 

si
gh

t
o

f 
th

e 
b

la
ck

-b
ar

b
ed

 p
ic

tu
re

 f
ra

m
e 

I 
m

ad
e.

 S
h

e 
p

ic
ke

d
 i

t 
u

p
ca

re
fu

lly
 a

n
d

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 it

. 
“T

h
is

'll
 d

o.
”

“T
h

at
 t

h
in

g?
 I

t’s
 ju

st
 a

 fr
am

e.
”

“A
h

, 
b

u
t 

so
 a

re
 y

e,
 c

h
ild

…
” 

S
til

l 
ho

ld
in

g 
th

e 
fr

a
m

e,
 s

h
e

p
ic

ke
d

 u
p 

on
e 

o
f 

th
e 

st
ar

ch
ed

 r
ag

s 
I 

go
t 

fr
o

m
 G

is
co

rl.
 W

ith
 a

ya
n

k,
 

sh
e 

p
u

lle
d 

o
ff 

th
e 

gr
ee

n
is

h
 

st
ar

ch
ed

-s
u

rf
ac

e 
fil

m
; 

it
flu

tt
er

ed
 i

n
 t

h
e 

ai
r 

lik
e 

a 
w

is
p

y 
b

it 
o

f 
cl

o
th

. 
“W

h
at

ev
er

 G
is

co
rl

u
se

s 
in

 t
h

e 
w

as
h

, 
it 

w
o

rk
s 

b
et

te
r 

th
an

 c
u

rin
g,

 s
tr

et
ch

in
’ 

an
d

st
o

n
in

’ d
o

es
 o

n
 a

 n
o

rm
al

 r
ag

. 
C

an
’t 

af
fo

rd
 p

ar
ch

m
en

t, 
I 

ca
n

’t…
”

S
h

e 
to

o
k 

th
e 

st
ar

ch
y 

fil
m

 a
n

d
 p

u
lle

d
 i

t 
o

ve
r 

th
e 

b
la

ck
-

b
ar

b
ed

 f
ra

m
e,

 l
at

ch
in

g 
th

e 
ra

g’
s 

ed
ge

s 
o

n
to

 t
h

e 
h

oo
ks

 a
ro

un
d
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R

agp
ickers’ S

q
u

are

th
e fra

m
e u

n
til it lo

o
ked

 like a sm
a

ll green
ish

-b
lack p

ain
ter’s

can
vas. “It’s m

issin
’ so

m
eth

in
g…

”
“It n

eed
s so

m
eth

in
g w

ritten
 o

n
 it…

” S
h

e too
k th

e tan
kard

 o
f

in
k I h

ad given
 h

er an
d set it d

o
w

n
 n

ext to
 h

er. S
h

e d
ipp

ed
 o

n
e

o
f h

er fin
gern

ails in
to

 th
e tan

kard
, th

en d
rew

 it o
ut, m

u
m

b
lin

g
to

 h
erself. S

h
e b

egan
 to

 scratch
 sym

b
o

ls o
n

to
 th

e fra
m

e, o
n

e b
y

o
n

e, 
still 

m
u

m
b

lin
g 

to
 

h
erself. 

S
o

m
e 

tim
e 

p
assed

, 
b

efo
re

M
eb

b
eth loo

ked
 up

 at m
e.

“A
ll’s d

o
n

e.” S
h

e sto
od

, d
ryin

g h
er in

k-stain
ed

 fin
gern

ail on
h

er ro
b

e. S
h

e tilted h
er h

ead
, regard

in
g th

e stran
ge, fra

m
ed

 p
age

in
 fro

n
t o

f h
er. “A

 p
age fer yer sp

ell b
o

o
k, it is.” S

h
e in

dicated
 I

sh
o

u
ld

 p
ick it up

.
I realized

 I w
as fa

m
iliar w

ith
 th

e p
u

rp
o

se o
f a sp

ell bo
o

k. I
co

u
ld co

p
y sp

ells in
to

 it in
 fro

m
 scro

lls I m
igh

t co
m

e acro
ss,

an
d

 th
en

 m
e

m
o

rize an
d

 cast th
o

se sp
ells d

raw
in

g o
n

 m
y o

w
n

co
n

trol o
f m

a
gical fo

rces. I co
u

ld feel m
y kn

o
w

led
ge o

f th
ese

m
agical fo

rces stren
gth

en
in

g, an
d

 kn
ew

 I w
o

u
ld

 b
e able to learn

in
 d

ays w
h

at w
o

u
ld

 take o
th

ers years o
f stu

d
y to

 m
aster. I co

u
ld

see th
at M

eb
b

eth
 kn

ew
 I d

idn
’t n

eed
 h

er h
elp

 an
y lo

n
ger.

“A
ll righ

t ch
ild

 —
 d

on
’t tarry h

ere an
y lo

n
ger. O

n
e su

ch
 as

ye h
as o

th
er w

a
ys to

 sp
en

d
 o

n
e’s tim

e rath
er th

an
 h

an
g aro

un
d

O
l’ M

eb
b

eth
.”

“Y
o

u
’re no

t so
 o

ld
.”

“P
ah

, ye flatterer! Y
er to

n
gu

e is so
 lin

ed
 w

ith
 silver it'd

sh
am

e a B
aatezu

! G
et ye h

in
ce!”

“T
h

an
ks fo

r everyth
in

g, M
eb

b
eth

.”
“P

ah
! Y

e ken
 th

an
k m

e b
y n

o
t p

layin
’ th

e ad
d

le-co
ve w

ith
w

h
at've learn

ed
. T

h
e A

rt’s d
am

n
ed

 m
an

y a fo
o

l w
h

o
 so

u
ght to

b
en

d
 it in

 w
a

ys th
e A

rt w
eren

’t m
e

an
t to

 b
en

d
. N

o
w

 get alo
n

g
w

ith
 ye

!”
T

h
e w

as still en
o

u
gh

 tim
e in

 th
e d

ay to
 in

vestigate th
e

en
tran

ce to
 P

h
arod

’s Lair. I fo
u

nd
 a w

o
o

d
en w

alkw
a

y lead
in

g in
th

e gen
eral d

irection
 I h

ad
 b

een
 told

 o
f, an

d
 fo

llo
w

ed
 it, carefu

l
to

 avo
id th

e p
lan

ks th
at lo

o
ked

 to
o rotted

.
T

h
e cau

se
w

a
y en

d
ed

 in
 an

 arch
w

a
y, w

h
ich

 led
 on

ly in
ch

es
in

to a sm
all b

u
ild

in
g b

efo
re b

eco
m

in
g b

lo
cked

 b
y a so

lid
 w

all
o

f refu
se. T

h
e ru

b
b

ish
 w

as p
acked

 so
 tigh

tly it m
a

y as w
ell h

ave
b

een
 ston

es an
d

 m
o

rtar. M
o

rte w
as starin

g at so
m

eth
in

g.
“H

o
ld

 up
, ch

ief…
 lo

o
k at this.” P

eerin
g do

w
n

, I no
ticed

 a
n

u
m

b
er o

f d
irty fo

o
tp

rin
ts th

at led
 in

to
 th

e arch
w

a
y…

 an
d

 d
id

n
o

t 
tu

rn
 

arou
nd

. 
“T

h
ere 

m
u

st 
b

e 
a 

p
o

rtal 
th

rou
gh

 
h

ere 
o

r
so

m
eth

in
g.”

“A
 p

o
rtal? H

o
w

 d
o

 w
e o

p
en

 it?”

F
hjull

389

p
o

rtal w
ill b

e active fo
r yo

u
 n

o
w

.” I also
 asked

 h
o

w
 I co

u
ld

retu
rn

.
“E

h
? R

etu
rn

? W
h

y, I h
ad

n
’t tho

u
ght o

f th
at. T

o
 retu

rn fro
m

B
aato

r, yo
u

 n
eed

 kn
o

w
led

ge an
d

 a p
iece o

f jagg
ed

 o
b

sid
ian

 to
cu

t yo
u

r ton
gu

e. T
h

at kn
o

w
led

ge yo
u

 w
ill gain

 fro
m

 th
e P

illar.
B

u
t th

ere is n
o reaso

n
 fo

r yo
u

 to retu
rn

 h
ere. A

n
d

 n
o d

esire on
m

y p
art to

 see yo
u

 again
.”

I d
ecid

ed
 w

e n
eed

ed
 a sho

rt tim
e to

 rest b
efo

re w
e m

o
ved

o
n

. I too
k th

e ch
an

ce to
 talk to

 F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race.

“W
h

en
 w

e 
w

ere in
 

R
avel’s 

m
a

ze, 
R

avel 
said

 
yo

u
 

w
ere

to
rm

en
ted

…
 are yo

u
 in

 p
ain

?”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race 
w

a
s 

silen
t 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t, 

h
er 

gaze
b

eco
m

in
g d

istan
t. W

h
en

 sh
e tu

rn
ed

 b
ack to

 m
e, h

er e
yes w

ere a
stran

ge sh
ad

e o
f azu

re, a sh
ad

e th
at sp

o
ke o

f sad
n

ess an
d

 tears.
“R

avel 
se

es 
m

u
ch

 
w

ith
 

h
er 

b
lack-b

ram
b

led
 

e
yes, 

so
m

e
th

in
gs w

h
ich

 are h
id

d
en to o

th
er’s eyes, even

 th
in

gs ab
o

ut th
eir

o
w

n
 

n
atu

res.” 
S

h
e 

sh
oo

k 
h

er 
h

ead
 

slo
w

ly. 
“S

o
m

etim
e

s…
so

m
etim

es, th
e p

ain
 m

akes itself kn
o

w
n

. I h
ave learn

ed
 it is a

difficult th
in

g to
 tu

rn
 o

n on
e’s n

atu
re.”

“A
re yo

u
 go

in
g to b

e all right?”
“Y

es…
 yo

u
 are kin

d
 to ask. T

h
e p

ain
 still m

a
kes itself

kn
o

w
n

, b
u

t I cam
e to

 term
s w

ith
 m

y n
atu

re m
an

y cen
tu

ries
ago

.”“V
ery 

w
ell, 

th
—

" 
G

race 
stop

p
ed

 
m

e 
b

efo
re 

I 
co

u
ld

co
n

tin
u

e.
“I th

an
k yo

u
 fo

r askin
g ab

o
u

t m
y w

ell-b
ein

g. Y
o

u
r co

n
cern

is n
o

t un
w

elco
m

e.”
G

ra
ce 

h
ad

 
firm

ly 
sh

u
t 

o
ff 

m
y 

co
n

cern
. 

I 
stared

 
at 

h
er,

seekin
g to

 see if sh
e tru

ly h
ad

 h
er to

rm
en

t in
 h

an
d. H

er self
co

n
trol w

as p
erfect, an

d
 sh

e m
et m

y g
aze w

ith
 a sligh

t sm
ile.

T
im

e 
to

 
go

. 
I 

gath
ered

 
th

e 
o

th
ers; 

to
geth

er, 
w

e 
p

assed
th

rou
gh

 th
e po

rtal to B
aato

r.
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F
hj

ul
l

“Y
o

u
 

kn
o

w
 

th
at

 
if 

ev
er

yo
n

e 
w

as
 

im
m

o
rt

al
, 

th
is

 
en

tir
e

p
et

iti
on

er
 

sy
st

e
m

 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e 

up
 

th
e 

fa
m

ed
 

fe
ca

l 
cr

e
ek

. 
F

eh
.

Im
m

o
rt

al
ity

 i
s 

n
o

t 
a 

tr
in

ke
t 

to
 b

e 
gi

ve
n

 t
o

 u
n

ru
ly

 c
h

ild
re

n
 s

u
ch

as
 y

o
u

.”
 I

 u
rg

ed
 h

im
 t

o
 t

el
l m

e 
w

h
at

 h
e 

kn
e

w
 o

f 
m

y 
m

o
rt

al
ity

.
“F

eh
…

 a
s 

I 
w

as
 s

a
yi

n
g,

 I
 r

ec
al

l h
ea

ri
n

g 
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

ab
o

u
t 

a
p

la
ce

 c
al

le
d

 t
h

e 
F

o
rt

re
ss

 o
f 

R
eg

re
ts

.”
 H

e 
t

h
o

u
gh

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
“Y

es
…

 y
e

s,
 t

h
at

’s
 it

.”
“W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 o

f t
h

e 
p

la
ce

?”
“I

 a
m

 p
le

as
ed

 t
o

 in
fo

rm
 y

o
u

 t
h

at
 I

 d
o

 
N

O
T
 k

n
o

w
. 

N
o

t 
at

 a
ll!

I 
ca

n
n

o
t 

h
el

p 
yo

u
 t

o
 g

et
 t

h
er

e,
 a

n
d 

th
at

 c
hi

lls
 m

y 
h

ea
rt

 in
 s

u
ch

 a
d

el
ig

h
tfu

l 
w

a
y.

 N
o

. 
I.

 
C

an
no

t.
 

H
el

p
. 

Y
ou

. 
O

h
, 

h
o

w
 

I 
h

av
e

lo
n

ge
d

 to
 s

ay
 th

o
se

 w
o

rd
s.

 H
o

w
 s

w
ee

t t
h

e
y 

ta
s—

”
“D

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

w
h

o
 d

o
es

?”
“E

h
? 

E
no

u
gh

 o
f 

yo
u

r 
cr

o
ss

 e
xa

m
in

at
io

n
s!

 Y
es

, 
ye

s,
 I

 k
n

o
w

so
m

eb
od

y 
w

h
o

 
m

ig
h

t 
kn

o
w

…
 

o
n

 
B

aa
to

r 
lie

s 
a 

p
ill

ar
 

o
f

b
et

ra
ye

rs
, 

lia
rs

…
 

an
d

 
sa

ge
s.

 
D

es
p

ite
 

th
ei

r 
n

at
u

re
, 

th
ei

r
kn

o
w

le
d

ge
 i

s 
co

n
si

d
er

ab
le

. 
T

h
ey

 m
ig

h
t 

kn
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
yo

u
 c

an
fin

d
 t

h
is

 F
o

rt
re

ss
 o

f R
eg

re
ts

.”
“H

o
w

 d
o

 I
 g

et
 t

o
 B

aa
to

r?
”

“H
o

ld
 o

n
, 

ch
ie

f…
” 

M
o

rt
e 

su
dd

en
ly

 b
ro

ke
 in

. 
“B

aa
to

r 
is

 
B

A
D

n
ew

s.
 T

h
is

 f
ie

n
d

 i
s 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 h

o
ld

in
g 

o
u

t 
on

 u
s…

 a
n

d
 e

ve
n

 i
f

th
er

e 
is

 a
 ‘P

ill
ar

 o
f 

S
ku

lls
,’ 

w
e 

ca
n

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 f

in
d

 s
o

m
eb

o
d

y 
el

se
w

h
o

 k
n

o
w

s 
h

o
w

 t
o

 r
ea

ch
 t

h
is

 F
o

rt
re

ss
 

w
ith

ou
t 

go
in

g 
to

 o
n

e 
o

f
th

e 
m

o
st

 
d

an
ge

ro
u

s 
pl

an
es

 
in

 
th

e 
m

u
lti

ve
rs

e.
” 

A
t 

M
o

rt
e’

s
w

o
rd

s,
 

al
l 

m
y 

su
sp

ic
io

n
s 

o
f 

h
im

 
su

d
d

en
ly

 
ru

sh
ed

 
to

 
th

e
fo

re
fr

o
n

t 
o

f 
m

y 
m

in
d

. 
I 

kn
ew

 M
o

rt
e 

w
as

 l
yi

n
g 

ab
o

u
t 

so
m

e
th

in
gs

, 
b

u
t 

I 
h

ad
 

th
o

u
gh

t 
w

h
at

 
h

e 
ch

o
se

 
to

 
ke

ep
 

h
id

d
en

h
ar

m
le

ss
, 

at
 l

ea
st

 t
o

 m
e.

 N
o

w
 h

e 
w

as
 a

rg
u

in
g 

ag
ai

n
st

 g
o

in
g 

to
th

e 
on

e 
p

la
ce

 t
h

at
 m

ig
h

t 
ho

ld
 th

e 
an

sw
er

s 
I n

ee
d

ed
.

“W
h

y 
d

o
n

’t 
yo

u
 w

an
t 

to
 g

o
 th

er
e,

 M
o

rt
e?

”
“I

t’s
 a

 d
an

ge
ro

u
s 

pl
ac

e,
 c

h
ie

f. 
I'd

 r
at

h
er

 n
ot

 g
o

. 
I'v

e 
b

ee
n

,
an

d
 it

 is
n

’t 
p

re
tt

y.
 A

ll 
rig

h
t?

” 
A

n
 a

n
sw

er
 t

h
at

 a
n

sw
er

ed
 n

o
th

in
g.

I 
w

o
u

ld
 c

on
si

d
er

 M
o

rt
e 

la
te

r,
 b

ut
 n

o
w

 I
 n

ee
d

ed
 i

n
fo

rm
at

io
n

fr
o

m
 F

h
ju

ll.
 I

 a
sk

ed
 w

h
at

 t
h

e 
p

ill
ar

 o
f s

ku
lls

 w
as

.
“F

eh
…

 w
h

at
 i

t 
is

, 
is

 a
 m

as
si

ve
 p

ile
 o

f 
h

ea
d

s,
 t

h
e 

sp
ir

its
 o

f
th

o
se

 d
ea

d 
w

h
o

 g
o

t 
th

er
e 

b
y 

te
lli

n
g 

lie
s 

th
at

 le
d 

to
 t

h
e 

d
ea

th
s 

o
f

o
th

er
s.

 I
t’s

 a
 c

o
lle

ct
io

n
 o

f 
sa

ge
s 

an
d

 c
h

ea
ts

, 
al

l 
ro

lle
d

 t
o

ge
th

er
,

w
ith

 s
o

m
e 

o
f 

th
e 

m
o

st
 e

xt
en

si
ve

 k
n

o
w

le
d

g
e 

o
f 

th
e 

p
la

n
es

.”
 I

as
ke

d
 h

o
w

 t
o

 g
et

 t
h

er
e.

“T
h

er
e 

is
 a

 p
o

rt
al

 o
u

ts
id

e 
m

y 
h

o
m

e.
 I

t 
lie

s 
in

 t
h

e 
h

an
d

 o
f

th
is

 g
ia

n
t 

cr
ea

tu
re

. 
G

o
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
ar

ch
 f

o
rm

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
le

ft 
ar

m
o

f 
th

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
 a

n
d

 y
o

u
 w

ill
 b

e 
ta

ke
n

 t
o 

th
e 

P
ill

ar
 o

f 
S

ku
lls

. 
T

h
e

R
ag

p
ic

ke
rs

’ S
q

u
ar

e
6

5

“H
av

en
’t 

th
e 

sl
ig

h
te

st
, 

ch
ie

f. 
It’

s 
go

t 
to

 b
e 

a 
co

m
m

o
n

 k
e

y,
th

ou
gh

 —
 lo

o
k 

at
 a

ll 
th

e 
tr

af
fic

 t
h

at
’s

 g
o

n
e 

th
ro

u
gh

! 
M

ay
b

e 
o

n
e

o
f t

h
e 

lo
w

-l
iv

es
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
er

e 
w

ill
 k

n
o

w
…

”
“I

'll
 a

sk
 a

ro
u

n
d

, 
th

en
. 

Le
t’s

 g
o

.”
 I

 r
em

e
m

b
er

ed
 e

ar
lie

r 
w

h
en

I 
th

ou
gh

t 
R

at
b

on
e 

m
ig

h
t 

h
av

e 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
m

o
re

 t
o

 s
a

y.
 I

 r
et

u
rn

ed
to

 h
im

, 
to

 q
u

es
tio

n 
h

im
 fu

rt
h

er
.

“D
o

 
yo

u
 

kn
o

w
 

h
o

w
 

to
 

ge
t 

th
ro

u
gh

 
th

at
 

tr
as

h
-p

ac
ke

d
ar

ch
w

a
y 

n
o

rt
h

w
es

t 
o

f h
er

e?
”

“E
h

? 
N

a
y,

 I
 d

on
’t.

 S
ay

…
 y

e 
co

u
ld

 a
sk

 C
re

ed
en

, 
th

e 
R

at
-

C
at

ch
er

. 
S

o
m

et
im

es
 

h
e 

go
es

 
p

o
ki

n
’ 

ab
o

u
t 

u
p 

th
er

e 
an

’
d

is
ap

p
ea

rs
 fo

r 
an

 o
d

d 
w

h
ile

. 
C

re
ed

en
’s

 u
su

al
ly

 in
 t

h
e 

H
iv

e,
 r

ig
h

t
o

u
ts

id
e 

th
e 

O
ffi

ce
 o

’ V
er

m
in

 a
n

d
’ D

is
ea

se
 C

o
n

tr
ol

.”
I 

th
an

ke
d

 h
im

, 
an

d
 

hu
rr

ie
d 

b
ac

k 
in

to
 

th
e 

h
iv

e 
n

ea
r 

th
e

m
ar

ke
t 

w
h

er
e 

I 
h

ad
 m

et
 C

re
ed

en
 b

ef
o

re
. 

H
e 

w
a

s 
st

ill
 t

h
er

e,
se

lli
n

g 
h

is
 r

at
si

es
. 

I 
as

ke
d

 h
im

 a
b

o
ut

 t
h

e 
ar

ch
w

a
y 

in
 R

ag
p

ic
ke

r’
s

S
q

u
ar

e.
 H

e 
th

ou
gh

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
“A

ye
, 

I 
kn

o
w

 w
o

t 
ye

’re
 s

p
ea

ki
n

’ o
f. 

T
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 la

ss
, 

n
a

m
e

o
’ 

N
al

ls
, 

w
h

o
 I

 s
aw

 w
al

k 
th

ro
u

gh
 t

h
er

e,
 o

n
ce

, 
w

h
ile

 I
 w

as
lo

o
ki

n
’ 

fe
r 

ra
ts

. 
D

o
n

’t 
kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 s

h
e 

d
id

 i
t,

 t
h

ou
gh

. 
Y

e 
ca

n
p

ro
b

'ly
 

fin
d

 
h

er
 

no
rt

h
ea

st
 

a’
 

h
er

e,
 

ro
o

tin
’ 

ar
o

un
d 

a 
p

ile
 

o
’

lu
m

b
er

 fo
r 

n
ai

ls
 a

n
’ t

h
e 

lik
e.

”
M

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

in
g 

o
f 

H
iv

e 
in

h
ab

ita
n

ts
 w

as
 p

a
yi

n
g 

o
ff,

 s
in

ce
 I

kn
ew

 j
u

st
 w

h
er

e 
sh

e 
w

as
 a

s 
w

el
l. 

I 
th

an
ke

d
 C

re
ed

en
 a

nd
 w

en
t

o
ff 

in
 s

ea
rc

h
 o

f 
h

er
. 

S
h

e,
 t

o
o

, 
w

as
 w

h
er

e 
I 

h
ad

 s
ee

n
 h

er
 l

as
t,

p
u

lli
n

g 
n

ai
ls

 f
ro

m
 o

ld
 t

im
b

er
s.

 I
 a

sk
ed

 a
b

ou
t 

th
e 

ar
ch

w
a

y.
 N

al
ls

n
o

dd
ed

 s
lo

w
ly

.
“I

t’s
 a

 p
o

rt
al

, 
ye

 k
n

o
w

. 
S

tu
m

b
le

d
 o

n 
it 

q
u

ite
 b

y 
ch

an
ce

, 
I

d
id

…
 a

lls
 y

e 
n

ee
d

 t
a 

do
 is

 h
av

e 
a 

h
an

d
fu

l o
’ j

un
k 

on
 y

e 
w

h
en

 y
e

w
al

ks
 u

p
 t

a 
it,

 a
n

’ 
ye

'll
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

a 
p

as
s 

ri
gh

t 
th

ro
u

gh
. 

T
h

er
e’

s 
a

sm
al

l o
p

en
 s

p
ac

e 
p

as
t 

th
e 

po
rt

al
, 

an
’ a

 g
at

e 
le

ad
in

’ u
nd

er
gr

o
u

nd
,

b
u

t 
I 

fig
u

re
d

 n
o 

se
n

se
 i

n
 a

sk
in

’ 
fe

r 
tr

o
ub

le
 s

o
’s

 I
 j

u
st

 t
u

rn
ed

ar
o

u
nd

 a
n

’ 
w

en
t 

rig
h

t 
b

ac
k.

 H
er

e…
” 

S
h

e 
h

an
d

ed
 m

e 
a 

h
an

d
fu

l
o

f 
ju

n
k.

 
“U

se
 

th
is

, 
if 

ye
 

lik
es

. 
I 

w
as

 
go

n
n

a 
to

ss
 

it 
aw

a
y,

an
yh

o
w

.”
I 

th
an

ke
d

 h
er

, 
an

d
 s

in
ce

 i
t 

w
as

 r
at

h
er

 l
at

e 
h

ea
d

ed
 f

o
r 

th
e

sa
m

e 
in

n
 t

o
 s

p
en

d 
an

ot
h

er
 n

ig
h

t.
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T
he next day I headed back to the square, and follow

ed the path
to the trash-packed arch. T

he junk I w
as carrying did, in fact,

open a portal. I entered, and reappeared on the other side of the
sm

all building the arch w
as part of.

I follow
ed the footprints in the dust a short w

ay to a door,
w

hich led underground. I hurried forw
ard, only to realize there

w
ere a group of collectors just inside the doorw

ay. I looked
around for m

y com
panions, but I had distanced M

orte and
D

ak’kon. 
F

iguring 
that 

an 
air 

of 
confidence 

w
as 

m
y 

best
strategy, I m

oved forw
ard, only to be blocked by one of the

berks, w
ho held a naked blade. T

he others closed in around m
e,

all w
ith draw

n w
eapons. I drew

 m
y ow

n w
eapon, but there w

ere
too m

any to guard against, and I quickly w
ent dow

n, half a
d

o
zen

 b
lad

es p
iercin

g m
e. M

y last th
o

u
gh

t w
as, d

on
’t let it end

th
is w

a
y.

I aw
o

ke o
n

 a b
loo

d
-stain

ed
 tab

le. O
n

 o
n

e sid
e w

ere M
o

rte
an

d
 

D
ak'ko

n
. 

I 
realized

 
I 

cou
ld 

reco
gn

ize 
th

em
. 

A
ll 

m
y

m
e

m
o

ries sin
ce w

aken
in

g in
 th

e M
o

rtu
ary see

m
ed

 to
 b

e in
tact. I

d
idn

’t d
ou

b
t fo

r a m
o

m
en

t th
at I h

ad d
ied

 b
en

eath
 tho

se b
lad

es.
B

u
t w

h
atever h

ad
 affe

cted
 m

e in
 th

e p
ast, this tim

e d
eath

 h
adn

’t
erased

 w
h

at I h
ad

 learn
ed

.
I go

t up
 fro

m
 th

e tab
le, an

d saw
 so

m
eo

n
e else w

as n
earb

y.
S

h
e w

as a b
lo

ckish
 w

o
m

an
 d

ressed
 in

 a h
eavy b

u
rlap

 rob
e. S

h
e

lu
m

b
ered

 ab
o

u
t th

e ro
o

m
, h

er jo
in

ts p
op

pin
g as sh

e b
en

t to
 pick

u
p

 o
b

jects fro
m

 th
e vario

u
s tab

les. H
er h

air w
as b

o
u

nd
 b

ack
fro

m
 h

er h
ead

 w
ith

 a b
on

e h
airp

in
, and

 sh
e h

ad
 a sou

r, cu
rd

-
fa

ced
 exp

ressio
n

. S
h

e w
as m

u
m

b
lin

g to
 h

erself in
 a sin

g-son
g

vo
ice.
I attem

p
ted

 to
 get h

er atten
tio

n. T
h

e w
o

m
an

 d
idn

’t app
ear to

h
ear m

y greetin
g —

 in
stead

, sh
e stu

m
b

led
 b

ack to
 o

n
e o

f th
e

lo
n

g tab
les and

 b
egan

 p
ickin

g at on
e o

f th
e co

rp
ses.

“C
’m

o
n

, 
no

w
…

” 
S

h
e 

clicked
 

h
er 

teeth
. 

“D
on

’t 
b

e 
all-

d
ifficu

lt o
n

 M
arta…

 h
e’s b

ein
’ d

ifficu
lt isn

’t h
e, M

arta…
? Y

es,
yes h

e is…
” F

ro
m

 w
h

at I co
u

ld see, it lo
o

ked
 like sh

e w
as

d
iggin

g teeth
 ou

t o
f th

e co
rp

se’s m
o

u
th

…
 w

ith
 o

n
ly h

er h
and

s
an

d
 

fin
gern

ails. 
W

h
en

 
th

at 
d

id
n

’t 
w

o
rk, 

sh
e 

p
u

lled
 

o
u

t 
a

sp
lin

tered
 w

o
od

en
 chisel an

d
 a m

allet an
d

 
thw

acked at th
e gu

m
s

F
hjull
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that the closer one is to the prim
al nature of evil, the m

ore true
th

ey are to
 th

e id
eal.” G

race co
n

tin
u

ed
 to

 d
eb

ate him
.

“F
eh

 an
d

 d
ou

ble feh
! T

h
e tan

ar’ri b
easts w

an
t to

 strip
 law

an
d

 o
rd

er fro
m

 th
e fa

ce o
f e

vil! 
In

excu
sab

le! 
In

to
lerab

le! 
I

can
n

o
t —

”
“F

ro
m

 a b
aatezu

 p
o

in
t o

f view
,” G

race said
, “it m

a
y in

d
eed

see
m

 
in

to
lerab

le. 
H

o
w

ever…
 

A
d

vo
cate, 

m
an

y 
tan

ar’ri
p

h
ilo

sop
h

ers w
o

u
ld argu

e th
at th

e b
aatezu

 are to b
e no

 less
excu

sed
 fo

r excisin
g p

assio
n

 fro
m

 vio
len

ce, excisin
g p

assio
n

fro
m

 th
e very essen

ce o
f e

vil. T
h

e b
aatezu

 w
o

u
ld

 rep
lace rage

w
ith

 
co

ld
 

m
eth

o
d

ical 
cru

elty. 
A

n
d

 
thu

s, 
th

e 
o

ld
 

d
eb

ate
co

n
tin

u
es: W

h
ich

 is th
e greater evil? E

fficien
t evil o

r p
assio

n
ate

evil?”“F
eh

! Y
o

u
 say th

at sim
p

ly b
ecau

se yo
u

 are…
 w

h
at yo

u
are.” 

H
e 

w
a

ved
 

h
is 

h
and

 
d

ism
issively. 

“A
t 

least 
I 

a
m

 
still

allo
w

ed
 to

 b
e cyn

ical.”
“W

h
ere is th

is p
lace?” I asked

, d
raw

in
g h

is atten
tio

n b
ack to

m
e.“F

eh
. 

A
 

b
lasted

 
crater 

in
 

th
e 

O
u

tlan
d

s 
th

at 
reflects 

th
e

e
m

p
tin

ess an
d

 h
o

llo
w

n
ess o

f m
y life. F

eh
. I n

eed little. M
arro

w
fro

m
 

th
e 

creatu
re 

su
p

p
lies 

m
e 

w
ith

 
fo

o
d

 
an

d
 

th
e 

p
ecu

liar
en

ergies o
f th

e p
lace p

reven
t scryin

g fo
o

ls fro
m

 fin
d

in
g m

e…
th

ou
gh

 id
io

ts ap
p

aren
tly can

 still fin
d

 th
eir w

a
y h

ere.”
“W

h
at is th

is creatu
re?”

“T
h

is is th
e skeleto

n
 o

f U
l-G

o
ris, th

e fath
er o

f th
e go

ristro.
T

h
e

y’re 
livin

g, 
b

earlike 
sie

ge-to
w

ers, 
ju

ggern
au

ts 
o

f 
ch

ao
s,

h
u

ge, p
ractically u

n
sto

pp
ab

le, h
igh

ly resistan
t to

 m
agic…

 an
d

U
l-G

o
ris’ b

o
n

es, in
 th

e crater w
h

ere h
e fell to

 his d
eath

, rad
iate

m
u

ch
 en

ch
an

tm
en

t th
at p

reven
ts m

a
gic to

 sp
y m

e, ke
ep

in
g th

is
p

itifu
l fra

m
e alive fo

r a fe
w

 m
o

re d
esp

erate ye
ars. F

eh
!”

I d
ecid

ed
 I h

ad sp
en

t en
ou

gh
 tim

e o
n

 th
e p

relim
in

aries. I
asked

 w
h

at h
e kn

ew
 o

f m
y sto

len
 m

o
rtality.

“V
ery w

ell, very w
ell.” H

e scratch
ed

 h
is h

ead
. “If I recall

co
rrectly —

 an
d

 th
ere is 

so
 

m
u

ch
 

I 
do

 n
o

t, 
th

an
ks 

to
 

th
at

accu
rsed

 d
eva

! —
 I h

ave h
eard

 o
f a case su

ch
 as yo

u
rs. It m

akes
yo

u
 im

m
o

rtal, d
o

es it no
t?” A

t m
y n

o
d

, h
e w

en
t o

n
. “If so

, th
en

d
eath

 
itself 

is 
n

o 
lon

ger 
sacred

. 
F

eh
. 

In
 

m
y 

d
a

y, 
m

o
rtals

re
m

ain
ed

 so
 an

d kn
ew

 th
eir p

lace…
 n

o
w

 every
b

o
d

y an
d

 th
eir

m
o

th
er h

as th
e d

isease o
f etern

al b
o

red
o

m
. W

e sh
o

u
ld h

ave a
gath

erin
g an

d
 in

vite everyo
n

e acro
ss th

e P
lan

es an
d o

ffer th
e

m
im

m
o

rtal 
co

n
tracts…

 
it 

w
o

u
ld

 
save 

all 
o

f 
u

s 
h

ard
-w

o
rkin

g
b

aatezu
 a great d

eal o
f e

ffo
rt. F

eh
.”
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F
hj

ul
l

fr
ac

ti
on

 
of

 
th

e 
ba

tt
le

fi
el

d 
fo

r 
w

hi
ch

 
th

e 
L

ow
er

 
P

la
ne

s 
ar

e
fo

ug
ht

. 
It

 i
s 

a 
w

ar
 o

f 
id

eo
lo

gy
, 

to
 d

ef
in

e 
on

e 
of

 t
he

 m
os

t 
ba

si
c

co
n

ce
p

ts
 o

f m
u

lti
ve

rs
e

!”
“I

t 
gi

ve
s 

re
se

ar
ch

 a
 p

ro
d

…
 m

o
re

 h
o

rr
ifi

c 
cr

ea
tio

n
s 

h
av

e
co

m
e 

ab
o

u
t 

bec
au

se
 o

f 
th

e 
B

lo
o

d 
W

ar
. 

W
h

y?
 B

ec
au

se
 it

’s
 p

ai
n

,
an

d
 d

ea
th

, 
an

d
 e

vi
l. 

T
h

e 
ta

n
ar

’ri
 f

ig
h

t 
fo

r 
ch

ao
s 

an
d

 e
vi

l…
 e

vi
l

th
ro

u
gh

 b
ru

te
 f

o
rc

e 
an

d
 s

u
dd

en
 f

lu
rr

ie
s 

o
f 

w
h

im
 a

n
d

 h
at

e.
 T

h
ei

r
‘e

vi
l’ 

is
 t

h
e 

ev
il 

o
f 

th
e 

ho
rd

e,
 a

 m
o

b
 m

en
ta

lit
y 

o
f 

w
h

ir
lin

g 
ev

il.
T

h
e

y 
ki

ll 
an

d
 p

lu
n

d
er

.”
“A

n
d

 t
h

e 
o

th
er

 s
id

es
?”

“T
h

e 
b

aa
te

zu
 w

is
h

 o
n

ly
 s

tr
ic

tly
 r

eg
im

en
te

d
 e

vi
l, 

p
ro

m
o

tin
g

th
e 

ca
u

se
 o

f 
ev

il 
in

 a
 p

re
ci

se
, 

o
rd

er
ly

 
fa

sh
io

n
. 

T
h

e 
ta

n
ar

’ri
m

u
rd

er
. 

T
h

e 
b

aa
te

zu
 

ex
p

lo
it.

 
T

h
e 

tw
o

 
ar

e 
d

et
er

m
in

ed
 

to
ex

te
rm

in
at

e 
th

e 
o

th
er

.”
“P

ar
t o

f m
y 

as
si

gn
m

en
t…

 a
n

d
 I

 w
as

 t
h

e 
b

es
t,

 m
in

d
 y

o
u

, 
w

as
d

ra
fti

n
g 

n
ew

 r
ec

ru
its

, 
m

o
st

ly
 p

la
n

ar
 w

ar
rio

rs
 a

n
d

 m
ag

es
 f

ro
m

o
th

er
 w

o
rld

s 
to

 s
er

ve
 a

s 
fo

d
d

er
 a

n
d

 f
ro

nt
-l

in
e 

tr
o

op
s 

in
 t

h
e 

w
ar

.
W

o
rd

 h
as

 i
t 

th
at

 I
 c

au
gh

t 
th

e 
ey

e 
o

f 
Lo

rd
 B

el
 h

im
se

lf.
 E

ve
n

 h
e

sa
w

 m
y 

w
o

rt
h

! F
eh

! N
o

w
 m

y 
h

u
m

ili
at

io
n

 is
 c

o
m

p
le

te
.”

“D
o

 y
o

u
 r

ec
o

gn
iz

e 
m

e?
”

H
e 

sc
ru

tin
iz

ed
 m

e 
cl

o
se

ly
 f

o
r 

th
e 

fir
st

 t
im

e.
 “

M
e

m
o

rie
s 

ru
n

lik
e 

h
o

llo
w

 c
an

yo
n

s 
th

ro
u

gh
 m

y 
m

in
d

, 
al

m
o

st
-h

u
m

an
. 

M
an

y
cr

ea
tu

re
s 

h
av

e 
I 

m
et

 i
n

 a
n

 i
m

m
o

rt
al

’s
 t

im
e…

 t
h

o
u

gh
 I

 d
o

 n
o

t
b

el
ie

ve
 y

o
u

 w
er

e 
a

m
o

n
g 

th
e

m
.”

 F
o

rk
ed

-T
o

n
gu

e 
sh

ru
gg

ed
. 

“Y
o

u
al

l l
o

o
k 

al
ik

e 
to

 m
e…

 a
n

d
 I

 t
h

in
k 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

re
m

e
m

b
er

ed
 t

h
e

sc
ar

re
d

 
fle

sh
 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
bo

d
y…

 
it 

is
 

m
u

ch
 

lik
e 

th
e 

b
re

at
h

in
g

p
ai

n
tin

gs
 t

h
at

 b
ed

ec
k 

B
el

’s
 g

al
le

ry
 o

f 
sk

in
s 

in
 B

aa
to

r,
 e

xc
ep

t
w

ith
 le

ss
 g

ra
ce

 a
n

d
 m

o
re

 p
as

si
o

n
 in

 th
e 

sc
ar

 s
tr

o
ke

s.
”

“T
h

e 
vi

o
le

n
ce

 i
s 

gr
ea

t,
 n

ea
rin

g 
ac

ce
p

ta
b

le
 l

ev
el

s,
 b

u
t 

th
e

sc
ar

s 
ar

e 
ap

p
lie

d
 w

ith
 a

lm
o

st
 t

an
ar

’r
ic

 c
ru

d
ity

, 
w

ith
o

u
t 

an
y 

ca
re

fo
r 

m
ax

im
iz

in
g 

th
e 

p
ai

n
 o

f 
th

e 
re

ci
p

ie
n

t. 
A

 b
aa

te
zu

 a
rt

is
t 

w
o

u
ld

b
e 

m
u

ch
 m

o
re

 d
ev

o
te

d
 t

o
 t

h
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

e 
p

at
h

s 
o

f 
p

ai
n 

ac
ro

ss
th

e 
bo

d
y.

 S
o

m
e 

o
f 

th
es

e 
w

o
u

n
d

s 
lo

o
k 

to
 b

e 
cl

ea
n

 k
ill

s,
 o

th
er

s
lo

o
k 

as
 i

f 
a 

b
lin

d
 b

u
tc

h
er

 w
er

e 
ca

rv
in

g 
u

p
 h

u
m

an
 s

te
ak

s.
 F

eh
.

H
u

m
an

 a
rt

 m
a

ke
s 

m
e 

ill
 s

o
m

et
im

es
. 

S
u

ch
 p

ot
en

tia
l, 

w
as

te
d

.”
“I

s 
A

d
vo

ca
te

 
In

fe
rn

u
s 

F
o

rk
ed

-T
o

n
gu

e 
im

p
ly

in
g 

th
at

 
w

e
ta

n
ar

’ri
 a

re
 a

 c
ru

d
e 

p
eo

p
le

?”
 G

ra
ce

 s
o

u
n

d
ed

 b
em

u
se

d
.

“F
eh

! 
T

o
 s

a
y 

th
at

 t
an

ar
’ri

 a
re

 c
ru

d
e 

is
 t

o
 in

su
lt 

cr
ud

ity
. 

A
n

y
le

ss
er

 r
ac

e 
th

at
 r

ev
el

s 
in

 c
h

ao
s,

 a
llo

w
s 

its
el

f 
to

 b
e 

p
ul

le
d

 a
nd

d
ro

w
n

ed
 in

 it
s 

st
ag

n
an

t 
tid

es
, 

an
d

 c
al

ls
 it

 ‘e
vi

l’ 
ar

e 
n

o
t 

a 
ra

ce
 a

t
al

l. 
T

h
e

y 
ar

e 
b

ea
st

s.
”

“S
u

re
ly

 y
o

u
 s

im
p

ly
 o

b
je

ct
 t

o
 t

h
e 

im
p

le
m

en
ta

tio
n

 o
f 

ev
il,

ra
th

er
 t

h
an

 t
h

e 
d

eg
re

e.
 M

an
y 

a
m

o
n

g 
th

e 
ta

n
ar

’ri
 w

o
u

ld
 c

la
im

B
ur

ie
d 

V
il

la
ge
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un
ti

l t
he

 to
ot

h 
sn

ap
pe

d 
fr

ee
, t

he
n 

pu
t i

t 
in

to
 a

 b
ag

 a
t 

he
r 

w
ai

st
. I

tr
ie

d 
ag

ai
n.

“U
h

…
 w

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 d

o
in

g?
” 

A
t 

th
e 

so
u

nd
 o

f 
m

y 
vo

ic
e,

M
ar

ta
 

le
ap

ed
 

aw
a

y 
fr

o
m

 
th

e 
co

rp
se

, 
st

ar
tle

d
, 

an
d

 
ga

ve
 

a
p

ie
rc

in
g 

sh
rie

k.
“A

ig
h

h
!”

 S
h

e 
ca

u
gh

t 
h

er
 b

re
at

h,
 t

h
en

 h
is

se
d

 a
n

gr
ily

 —
 a

t
th

e 
co

rp
se

 o
n

 t
h

e 
ta

b
le

. 
“I

f 
d

ea
d

 y
o

u
 w

er
e 

n
o

t,
 y

e 
m

ig
h

ts
 h

av
e

sa
id

 s
o

m
et

h
in

’ 
ea

rli
er

, 
fa

ls
e 

co
rp

se
, 

n
as

ty
 c

o
rp

se
, 

ye
s!

 H
a

ve
s

yo
u

 n
o

 sh
am

e?
”

“I
 a

m
 t

h
e 

o
n

e 
w

h
o

 s
p

o
ke

, 
no

t 
th

e 
co

rp
se

.”
 M

ar
ta

 s
q

u
in

te
d

an
d

 tu
rn

ed
.

“E
h

? 
H

o
w

’s
 y

o
u

 g
et

 o
ve

r 
th

er
e 

so
 f

as
tu

s?
” 

S
h

e 
m

u
m

b
le

d
 t

o
h

er
se

lf.
 “

M
ar

ta
, 

h
o

w
 d

id
s 

h
e 

d
o 

th
at

? 
N

o 
gl

im
m

er
, 

n
o

 g
lim

m
er

.”
“T

h
is

 g
ra

ve
b

ai
t’s

 b
lin

d 
an

d 
n

ea
r-

d
ea

f.”
 M

o
rt

e 
co

m
m

en
te

d
.

M
ar

ta
 

w
as

 
st

ill
 

m
u

m
b

lin
g 

to
 

h
er

se
lf,

 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
ab

ou
t

co
rp

se
s 

an
d

 gr
at

it
ud

e,
 w

h
ic

h
 I

 d
id

n
’t 

qu
ite

 c
at

ch
.

“W
h

o
 a

re
 y

o
u

? 
“ 

I a
sk

ed
 h

er
.

“M
ar

ta
, 

d
id

s 
th

is
 o

n
e 

as
ks

 w
h

o
se

 I
 w

a
s?

 A
ye

, 
h

e 
d

id
, 

h
e

d
id

…
” 

S
h

e 
st

ar
te

d
 h

u
m

m
in

g.
 “

N
o

b
od

y 
b

u
t 

m
in

e,
 I

 a
m

 M
ar

ta
,

M
ar

ta
 t

h
e 

S
ea

m
st

re
ss

…
 h

m
n

n
n

n
…

 M
ar

-t
a 

—
 t

h
e 

—
 S

ea
m

 —
S

tr
es

s…
 M

ar
-t

a 
—

 t
h

e 
—

 S
ea

m
 —

 S
tr

es
s…

” 
S

h
e 

tu
rn

ed
 a

w
a

y,
b

ac
k 

to
 t

h
e 

co
rp

se
, 

si
n

gi
n

g 
h

er
 n

am
e 

to
 h

er
se

lf.
“W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 d

o
in

g?
 “

 M
ar

ta
 t

u
rn

ed
 b

ac
k 

to
 t

h
e 

co
rp

se
w

ith
 a

 h
u

ff.
“I

'm
 t

ry
in

g 
ta

 g
et

s 
th

is
 b

er
k 

to
 g

iv
e 

u
p

 h
is

 s
tit

ch
ie

s 
an

d
 h

is
te

et
h

ie
s,

 a
n

d
 h

e 
is

n
’t 

re
co

op
-e

ra
tin

g,
 n

o
, 

n
o

…
” 

S
h

e 
w

ag
g

ed
 h

er
fin

ge
r,

 a
s 

if 
le

ct
u

ri
n

g 
a 

sm
al

l c
h

ild
. 

“S
tu

b
bo

rn
 a

s 
st

o
n

e,
 is

n
’t 

h
e,

M
ar

ta
?”

 S
h

e 
p

ou
te

d
. “

Y
es

, 
ye

s,
 h

e 
is

…
”

“S
tit

ch
ie

s…
 a

n
d 

te
et

h
ie

s?
 W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 t

al
ki

n
g 

ab
ou

t?
”

“G
o

tt
a 

p
u

lls
 

th
e 

st
itc

h
ie

s 
ou

t,
 

th
e 

te
et

h
ie

s…
 

eh
, 

M
ar

ta
,

p
er

h
ap

s 
yo

u
 c

o
ul

d
 g

iv
es

 m
e 

a 
h

an
d

…
 I

 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n

s 
gi

vi
n

g 
yo

u
 a

h
an

d
, 

o
ld

 b
at

tie
…

 n
o

 n
ee

d
s 

to
 t

ak
e 

th
at

 t
on

e 
w

ith
 m

e…
 p

u
lli

n
g

o
u

t t
h

e 
st

itc
h

ie
s 

an
d

 te
et

h
ie

s,
 y

es
. 

A
n

d
 t

h
e 

th
in

gi
es

 in
si

d
e.

”
“I

 t
h

in
k 

sh
e 

m
ea

n
s 

o
rg

an
s.

 I
 h

o
p

e 
sh

e 
m

ea
n

s 
o

rg
an

s.
” 

M
o

rt
e

sa
id

. 
M

ar
ta

 r
ep

ea
te

d
, 

“T
h

in
gi

es
.”

 M
o

rt
e 

gl
an

ce
d

 a
t 

M
ar

ta
. 

“Y
es

,
‘th

in
gi

es
.’ 

“ 
H

e 
th

en
 tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 m
e.

 “
It’

s 
al

l s
em

an
tic

s.
”

I 
as

ke
d

 h
er

, 
“M

ar
ta

, 
w

h
y 

ar
e 

yo
u

 p
u

lli
n

g 
ou

t 
th

e 
co

rp
se

’s
te

et
h

 a
n

d
 s

tit
ch

es
?”

“P
ut

 
‘e

m
 

as
id

e,
 

M
ar

ta
, 

th
at

’s
 

w
h

at
 

I 
do

es
 

h
er

e.
” 

S
h

e
sc

ra
tc

h
ed

 h
er

 h
ea

d
. 

“A
ye

, 
M

ar
ta

, 
w

e 
d

o
…

 s
tit

ch
y-

th
re

ad
 a

n
d

te
et

h
ie

s 
ar

e 
p

re
ci

o
u

s,
 c

an
 b

e 
tu

rn
ed

 i
n

to
 j

in
k-

jin
k.

 ‘
S

tr
ip

 t
h

e
co

rp
se

s 
w

e 
b

ri
n

g 
ya

,’ 
th

ey
 

te
ll 

M
ar

ta
: 

‘P
ul

l 
ou

t 
te

et
h

ie
s,

st
itc

h
ie

s,
 t

h
in

gi
es

 in
si

d
e 

th
e 

co
rp

se
, 

st
rip

 ‘e
m

 c
o

ld
 a

n
d

 t
h

en
 w

e'
ll
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B

uried V
illage

sell ‘e
m

 to
 th

e D
u

sties.’ “ A
 p

ecu
liar tho

u
gh

t en
tered

 m
y m

in
d

,
fro

m
 b

eh
in

d th
at im

agin
ed

 w
all w

h
ich

 h
id

 frag
m

en
ts o

f m
e

m
o

ry
fro

m
 p

ast lives.
“Y

o
u

 loo
k fo

r th
in

gs in
sid

e th
e co

rp
se? C

an
 yo

u
 d

ig arou
nd

in
 m

y b
o

d
y fo

r an
yth

in
g?” M

arta sq
u

in
ted

 at m
e.

“H
m

n
n

n
.” T

h
en

 sh
e n

od
d

ed. “M
arta can

 d
o

 th
at, can

ch
a

M
arta? Y

es, yo
u

 can
.” M

o
rte eyed

 m
e.

“I a
m

 not go
in

g to
 w

atch
 th

is.”
“W

h
ere? W

h
ere…

” M
arta w

a
s stu

d
yin

g m
e, as if lo

o
kin

g
fo

r th
e b

est p
lace to

 crack m
e o

p
en

. I h
ad

 a p
rem

o
n

ition
.

“C
h

eck th
e in

testin
es…

 an
yth

in
g co

uld
 b

e lod
ged

 in th
ere.”

I lay d
o

w
n

 u
p

o
n th

e tab
le, and

 M
arta sto

od
 o

ver m
e, a ru

sty
kn

ife at th
e read

y. T
h

ere w
as a stab

b
in

g p
ain

 as sh
e sliced

 in
to

m
y ab

d
o

m
en

, th
en

 cu
t b

ru
tally d

o
w

n
w

ard
s in

 a sa
w

-like m
o

tio
n

,
exp

o
sin

g m
y in

n
ard

s. D
esp

ite th
e p

ain
, I w

atch
ed

 in
 silent,

m
o

rb
id

 fascin
atio

n
 as sh

e p
lu

nd
ered

 m
y o

rgan
s, h

u
m

m
in

g to
h

erself…
“A

h
!” T

h
ere w

as a w
ren

ch
in

g p
ain

 as M
arta lifted

 up
 th

e
ro

p
y m

ass o
f m

y in
testin

es, b
lo

o
d

 an
d o

th
er flu

id
s stream

in
g

fro
m

 it. “Lo
o

k at th
is, M

arta…
 lo

o
k at th

is…
 I see, I see, cut

th
ere, cu

t th
ere…

” M
arta m

ad
e a sm

all, d
eft in

cisio
n in

 th
e sid

e
o

f o
n

e o
f th

e in
testin

es, and
 I h

eard
 a 

tnnng as so
m

eth
in

g sm
all

an
d

 m
etallic stru

ck th
e flo

o
r.

M
arta d

u
m

p
ed

 th
e so

up
y m

ass b
ack in

to
 m

y to
rso

, th
en

reach
ed

 d
o

w
n

, pickin
g u

p
 th

e o
b

ject…
 a rin

g, it app
eared

, and
sh

e flicked
 it to

 m
e.

“P
retty, p

retty, eh
, M

arta?” S
h

e n
odd

ed
. “Y

es, M
arta, o

n
e

sh
o

u
ld

n
’t sw

allo
w

 su
ch

 a th
in

g, n
o

, no
…

”
“T

h
 —

 th
an

ks…
 w

as…
 th

ere…
 an

yth
in

g…
 else…

?”
“N

o
th

in
g m

o
re, m

o
re n

o
th

in
g, eh

, M
arta? S

ho
u

ld
 w

e try
so

m
ep

lace else, M
arta?”

“N
u

h
 —

 n
uh

 —
 n

o
, I h

ad so
m

e o
th

er qu
estion

s…
 W

h
o

 tells
yo

u
 to

 rem
o

ve th
ese th

in
gs?”

“F
at-fa

ced
 

gim
m

e-p
ig 

Q
u

in
t, 

n
’ 

the 
oth

er 
cru

tch
-ho

bb
le,

h
o

bb
le-cru

tch F
air-od

d P
h

aro
d

, in
nit th

at right, M
arta?” S

h
e

gave a q
u

eer sm
ile, an

d
 n

od
d

ed. “A
ye, it is, M

arta…
”

“P
h

aro
d

? W
h

ere is h
e?” M

arta sh
ru

gged
.

“W
h

ere’s P
h

aro
d, th

is on
e asks? H

e’s h
eres, M

arta, isn
’t

h
e…

?” S
h

e no
d

s. “A
ye, P

h
aro

d
 is h

eres, M
arta. O

n
e o

f th
e

b
u

ild
in

gs h
ere, h

e is…
”

I left h
er to

 h
er ch

arn
el w

o
rk, exitin

g th
e roo

m
 I h

ad
 fo

un
d

m
yself in

. I d
isco

vered
 I w

as still u
nd

ergro
un

d
, bu

t in
 a m

o
stly

o
p

en
 area b

en
eath

 S
igil. T

h
ere w

ere en
o

u
gh

 p
eo

p
le abo

ut to

F
hjull
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this Fhjull, and his relation to the deva T
rias. I asked him

 about
T

rias.“F
eh

! Y
ears o

f service as an
 A

d
vo

cate In
fern

u
s! P

ain
stakin

g
d

etail an
d o

rgan
ization

. I n
ever q

u
estion

ed
 m

y su
p

erio
rs. I d

id
A

L
L th

at w
as asked

 o
f m

e. I p
u

n
ish

ed
 th

o
se b

elo
w

 m
e w

ith
 th

e
cru

elest an
d

 m
o

st in
ven

tive p
un

ish
m

en
ts w

h
en

 th
ey failed

.”
“ T

H
E

N
…

 o
n

e slip, an
d it all co

m
es cra

sh
in

g d
o

w
n

! A
ll d

u
e

to
 C

H
A

N
C

E. C
H

A
O

S. R
A

N
D

O
M

N
E

S
S. A

n
d

 th
e lesser races won

d
er

w
h

y th
e b

aatezu
 w

ish
 th

e m
u

ltiverse to
 b

e an o
rd

erly co
n

stru
ct.”

H
e p

au
sed

, h
issin

g in an
ger. “T

h
e d

eva lied
. It 
lied. T

rias th
e

b
etrayer tricked

 m
e in

to
 sign

in
g a con

tract, and
 I, b

lin
d

ed
 b

y th
e

p
o

ssib
ility o

f cap
tu

rin
g h

im
, w

alked
 straigh

t in
to h

is trap
.”

“If h
e d

ies, th
e co

ntract is o
ver…

 bu
t I h

ave n
o

t b
een

 ab
le to

fin
d

 h
im

, an
d

 if I did
, ho

w
 w

o
u

ld
 I h

arm
 h

im
?

! W
h

at a
m

 I to
d

o
? E

ven
 th

ese treach
ero

u
s tho

u
ghts m

ake m
y m

in
d

 b
u

rn in
p

ain
. I w

as so su
re I h

ad
 th

at p
arago

n
 o

f self-righ
teo

u
sn

ess. T
h

at
sh

o
rt-sigh

ted greed
 co

st m
e th

e rest o
f m

y cen
tu

ries o
f glo

riou
s

co
n

n
ivin

g 
an

d
 

ento
m

b
ed

 
m

e 
in

 
th

is 
sin

kh
o

le 
o

f 
go

o
d

 
w

ill.
B

leh
.”

“A
n

d
 n

o
w

 I a
m

 cu
rsed

 to
 d

o
 goo

d
 d

eed
s, to

 aid
 th

o
se in

n
eed

 o
f aid

. F
eh

! A
n

 etern
ity o

f cu
rses o

n
 T

rias! A
 p

o
x o

n
 h

is
b

lessed
 aid

! M
ay all th

e d
u

n
g h

eap
s o

f M
alad

o
m

in
i rain

 d
o

w
n

u
p

on
 h

is h
ead

!” H
e ran

ted
 fo

r a few
 m

o
re m

o
m

en
ts, an

d
 th

en
tu

rn
ed h

is atten
tion

 b
ack to

 m
e, an

d
 sp

o
ke th

ro
u

gh gritted
 teeth.

“M
y co

n
tract w

ith
 th

e d
eva no

w
 b

id
s m

e ask w
h

at I can
 d

o
 fo

r
yo

u
.” 

I 
w

a
s 

n
o

t 
yet 

fin
ish

ed
 

w
ith

 
q

u
estion

s 
abo

u
t 

F
hju

ll,
h

o
w

ever, an
d

 I w
as relie

ved
 to

 h
ear his co

n
tract w

ith
 T

rias
w

o
u

ld
 fo

rce h
im

 to
 an

sw
er, alth

o
u

gh
 I w

as tro
u

b
led

 b
y th

e
q

u
estion

s it raised ab
ou

t th
e d

eva.
“H

o
w

 d
id

 yo
u

r w
in

gs get th
at w

ay?
”

“O
h

, yes. A
ren

’t th
e

y b
eau

tifu
l…

 ? F
eh

! T
h

e
y w

ere th
e first

th
in

gs to
 b

e strip
p

ed
 fro

m
 m

e b
e

fo
re m

y e
xile. B

e
fo

re I w
as

fo
rced

 to
 flee th

e b
u

rn
in

g h
alls o

f m
y p

eo
p

le, th
e w

in
gs w

ere
taken

 as tro
p

h
ies b

y th
e lo

w
ly 
abishai, fo

r b
an

n
ers in

 th
e B

lo
od

W
ar. M

y h
o

rn
s w

ere sn
ap

p
ed

 fro
m

 
m

y sku
ll, an

d
 o

n
e 

w
as

h
o

llo
w

ed
 o

u
t as a d

rin
kin

g h
o

rn
 fo

r m
y Lo

rd
 B

el, accu
rsed

 b
e

h
is n

am
e acro

ss th
e P

lan
es.”

“W
h

at can
 yo

u
 tell m

e o
f th

e B
lo

o
d W

ar?”
“F

eh
! H

ave yo
u

 d
ru

m
m

ed
 yo

u
r sku

ll again
st every ro

ck th
at

falls fro
m

 th
e m

o
u

n
tain

 o
f ign

o
rance? In

 th
e Lo

w
er P

lan
es rages

th
e B

loo
d

 W
ar. T

h
ere is no

t ano
th

er p
lan

e th
at is n

o
t tou

ch
ed

 b
y

th
is 

con
flict. 

T
h

in
k 

o
f 

th
e 

m
o

st 
h

id
eou

s 
w

ar 
im

agin
ab

le,
m

agn
ify it a b

illion
 tim

es in
 tim

e an
d

 sco
p

e, an
d

 yo
u

 h
ave a
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F
hj

ul
l

F
H

JU
LL

B
en

ea
th

 t
he

 s
ku

ll
 o

f 
th

e 
gi

an
t 

sk
el

et
on

 I
 f

ou
nd

 a
n 

en
tr

an
ce

le
ad

in
g 

un
de

rg
ro

un
d.

 E
nt

er
in

g,
 w

e 
fo

un
d 

ou
rs

el
ve

s 
on

 a
 s

pi
ra

l
ra

m
p 

le
ad

in
g 

do
w

n 
in

to
 

a 
la

rg
e 

ro
om

. 
T

ab
le

s 
li

ne
d 

w
it

h
al

ch
em

ic
al

 a
pp

ar
at

us
 s

to
od

 a
ga

in
st

 t
he

 w
al

ls
, 

an
d 

a 
fu

rn
ac

e 
li

t
th

e 
ch

am
be

r 
fr

om
 t

he
 f

ar
 e

nd
. 

In
 t

he
 r

oo
m

, 
I 

sa
w

 a
 b

ro
ke

n-
w

in
ge

d 
fi

en
d,

 w
it

h 
on

e 
ta

tt
er

ed
 w

in
g,

 c
ov

er
ed

 i
n 

sc
ar

s.
 H

e 
w

as
m

ut
te

ri
ng

 to
 h

im
se

lf
 a

s 
he

 w
or

ke
d 

at
 o

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
ta

bl
es

.
“D

is
til

l, 
el

se
 a

 c
h

am
b

er
p

o
t 

yo
u

'll
 b

e!
 F

eh
!”

W
e 

co
n

tin
u

ed
 d

o
w

n
 t

h
e 

ra
m

p
. 

W
e 

h
ad

 r
ea

ch
ed

 t
h

e 
b

o
tto

m
b

ef
o

re
 t

h
e 

fie
n

d
 t

oo
k 

n
ot

e 
o

f 
o

u
r 

p
re

se
n

ce
, 

es
p

ec
ia

lly
 

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
. 

H
is

 v
o

ic
e 

w
as

 c
le

n
ch

ed
, 

an
gr

y,
 a

n
d

 d
es

p
ai

rin
g,

is
su

in
g 

fr
o

m
 b

eh
in

d
 g

ri
tt

in
g 

te
et

h
.

“A
 t

an
ar

’r
i 

in
 m

y 
h

o
m

e
! 

O
f 

al
l 

th
e 

in
di

gn
iti

es
! 

W
h

y 
d

o
n

’t
yo

u
 i

n
vi

te
 y

o
u

r 
w

h
o

le
 f

ilt
h

y 
sp

ec
ie

s 
in

?!
 F

eh
! 

T
h

e 
fe

tid
 s

te
n

ch
o

f 
a 

ta
n

ar
’ri

! 
I 

ca
n

 s
m

el
l 

it 
fo

r 
le

ag
u

es
! 

S
h

o
w

 s
o

m
e 

re
sp

ec
t 

fo
r

m
y 

h
o

m
e

! 
C

an
’t 

yo
u

 f
in

d
 s

o
m

e 
fu

m
e

s 
o

r 
ac

id
ic

 v
ap

o
rs

 t
o

 t
ry

an
d

 d
ro

w
n

 y
o

u
r 

sc
en

t?
 F

eh
! 

I'l
l 

n
ev

er
 g

et
 t

h
at

 t
an

ar
’ri

c 
st

en
ch

o
u

t 
o

f 
th

e 
p

la
ce

. 
It'

ll 
d

ra
w

 b
aa

te
zu

 f
ro

m
 a

ll 
o

ve
r 

th
e 

p
la

n
es

.”
M

o
rt

e 
sp

o
ke

 u
p

 in
 G

ra
ce

’s
 d

ef
en

se
.

“I
 

li
ke

 t
h

e 
w

a
y 

sh
e 

sm
el

ls
. 

It
’s

 p
re

tt
y.

” 
F

h
ju

ll 
sw

u
n

g 
hi

s
ga

ze
 a

t 
M

o
rt

e,
 a

n
d

 th
en

 lo
o

ke
d

 m
o

re
 c

lo
se

ly
 a

t 
G

ra
ce

.
“O

h
, 

an
d

 i
t’s

 n
o

t 
ju

st
 a

n
y 

ta
n

ar
’ri

, 
bu

t 
a 

ta
n

ar
’ri

 w
h

o
re

w
h

o
’s

 j
u

st
 w

al
ke

d
 i

n
to

 m
y 

h
o

m
e…

 t
h

in
gs

 c
an

’t 
ge

t 
an

y 
w

o
rs

e.
C

o
m

e 
in

! 
C

o
m

e 
in

! 
P

le
as

e,
 m

y 
h

o
m

e 
is

 y
o

u
r 

h
o

m
e

!”
 H

e 
w

a
ve

d
h

is
 h

an
d

s 
in

 t
h

e 
ai

r 
in

 d
es

p
ai

r.
 “

W
h

y 
d

o
n

’t 
yo

u
 in

vi
te

 a
ll 

th
e 

re
st

o
f 

yo
u

r 
A

b
ys

sa
l h

ar
p

ie
s 

in
to

 m
y 

h
o

m
e 

to
 t

o
rm

en
t 

m
e

?”
“I

 e
xt

en
d

 m
y 

gr
ee

tin
gs

 t
o

 y
o

u
, 

A
d

vo
ca

te
 I

n
fe

rn
u

s 
F

o
rk

ed
-

T
o

n
gu

e,
” 

G
ra

ce
 n

o
d

d
ed

 w
ith

 a
 s

lig
h

t 
b

o
w

. 
“I

 w
ill

 t
ak

e 
yo

u
r

su
gg

es
tio

n
 u

nd
er

 c
on

si
d

er
at

io
n

.”
“H

av
e 

yo
u

 c
o

m
e 

to
 k

ill
 m

e
?

! 
T

o
rm

en
t 

m
e?

 I
f 

so
, 

kn
o

w
 t

h
at

I 
st

ill
 h

av
e 

m
u

ch
 p

o
w

er
 a

t 
m

y 
d

is
p

o
sa

l!”
 I

 t
h

ou
gh

t 
it 

w
as

 t
im

e 
to

ta
ke

 c
o

n
tr

o
l o

f t
h

e 
co

n
ve

rs
at

io
n.

“I
 h

av
e 

n
o

t 
co

m
e 

to
 k

ill
 y

o
u

.”
“F

eh
! 

W
e 

sh
al

l s
ee

, 
w

e 
sh

al
l s

ee
! 

If 
yo

u
 d

o
 n

o
t 

in
te

n
d

 t
o

 k
ill

o
r 

in
fli

ct
 p

ai
n

 u
p

on
 m

e,
 I

 f
ea

r 
th

at
 t

h
e 

to
rm

en
t 

is
 o

f 
a 

su
b

tle
r

n
at

u
re

…
 b

y 
fa

r,
 t

h
e 

w
o

rs
e 

o
f 

m
an

y 
su

ch
 p

ai
n

s.
” 

I 
w

as
 c

u
rio

u
s 

o
f

B
ur

ie
d 

V
il

la
ge

69

co
ns

ti
tu

te
 a

 s
m

al
l 

vi
ll

ag
e,

 a
nd

 a
s 

I 
so

on
 l

ea
rn

ed
, 

th
at

 w
as

 c
lo

se
to

 w
ha

t i
t w

as
 c

al
le

d.
 B

ur
ie

d 
V

il
la

ge
.

I 
m

ov
ed

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 v

il
la

ge
, 

no
tin

g 
th

in
gs

 a
s 

I 
w

al
ke

d.
 I

no
dd

ed
 t

o 
m

ys
el

f 
w

he
n 

I 
sa

w
 o

nl
y 

on
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

ha
d 

gu
ar

ds
 i

n
fr

o
n

t 
o

f i
t.

 T
h

at
 m

u
st

 b
e 

P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 la
ir.

I 
b

o
ld

ly
 

w
al

ke
d

 
in

, 
ig

n
o

rin
g 

th
e 

gu
ar

d
s.

 
T

h
e 

in
te

rio
r,

al
th

ou
gh

 m
u

ch
 la

rg
er

 t
h

an
 a

n
y 

o
f 

th
e 

o
th

er
 b

u
ild

in
gs

 I
 h

ad
 s

ee
n

h
er

e,
 w

as
 a

s 
ju

n
k 

st
re

w
n

 a
s 

th
e 

vi
lla

ge
 o

u
ts

id
e.

 T
h

er
e 

w
as

 o
n

ly
o

n
e 

p
er

so
n

 
in

si
d

e.
 

B
ef

o
re

 
m

e 
w

as
 

an
 

el
d

er
ly

 
m

an
 

le
an

in
g

h
ea

vi
ly

 u
p

o
n 

a 
cr

u
tc

h
; 

h
is

 l
ef

t 
le

g 
w

as
 t

w
is

te
d

, 
as

 i
f 

h
e 

tr
ie

d
 t

o
w

al
k 

tw
o

 d
ir

ec
tio

n
s 

at
 o

n
ce

 a
n

d
 p

ai
d 

th
e 

p
ri

ce
. 

H
is

 m
ag

go
ty

-
co

lo
re

d
 

sk
in

 
w

as
 

b
u

n
ch

ed
 

h
ea

vi
ly

 
u

p
o

n
 

h
is

 
sk

u
ll 

an
d

 
w

as
fle

ck
ed

 w
ith

 l
iv

er
 s

p
o

ts
. 

H
e 

w
as

 m
u

m
b

lin
g 

an
d

 s
m

ac
ki

n
g 

h
is

lip
s 

as
 h

is
 e

ye
s 

m
ad

e 
a 

ci
rc

u
it 

o
f t

h
e 

ro
o

m
.

I 
ca

lle
d

 o
ut

 to
 h

im
.

“A
h

a
!”

 T
h

e 
m

an
’s

 e
ye

s 
lit

 u
p

 a
s 

h
e 

h
ea

rd
 m

y 
vo

ic
e.

 “
T

is
n

’t
m

y 
st

ea
d

y 
cr

o
p

 o
f 

jin
k 

co
m

e 
to

 P
ha

ro
d

’s
 w

ai
tin

g 
ar

m
s 

ag
ai

n
!

G
re

et
in

gs
, 

co
rp

se
.”

 H
e 

sm
ile

d
 a

 w
ic

ke
d

 g
rin

. 
“H

av
e 

yo
u

 c
o

m
e

to
 a

sk
 P

h
ar

od
 fo

r 
an

ot
h

er
 ja

un
t 

in
to

 th
e 

M
o

rt
u

ar
y 

w
al

ls
?”

“P
h

ar
o

d
, 

I'v
e 

co
m

e 
fo

r 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
. 

I'v
e 

b
ee

n
 t

o
ld

 t
h

at
 y

o
u

kn
o

w
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

ab
ou

t 
m

e.
”

“K
n

o
w

 s
o

m
et

h
in

’ ‘
bo

ut
 y

o
u

…
?”

 T
h

e 
lig

h
t 

in
 P

h
ar

od
’s

 e
ye

s
d

im
m

ed
. 

H
e 

st
u

d
ie

d
 m

e,
 m

u
m

b
lin

g 
sl

ig
h

tly
 a

s 
h

is
 e

ye
s 

fli
ck

er
ed

u
p

 a
nd

 d
o

w
n

 m
y 

fr
a

m
e.

 “
C

o
rp

se
…

? 
N

o
? 

Y
es

?”
 H

is
 e

ye
s 

m
et

m
in

e.
 “

A
h

! N
o

…
”

“L
o

o
k 

cl
o

se
ly

…
 d

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

o
 I

 a
m

?”
 P

h
ar

od
 s

tu
d

ie
d

m
e 

w
ith

 a
 d

ea
d

-e
ve

n
 g

az
e.

“T
is

n
’t 

a 
m

u
m

m
er

’s
 f

ai
r,

 c
o

rp
se

. 
N

o
 t

im
e 

fo
r 

ga
m

es
, 

n
o

tim
e 

fo
r 

P
h

ar
o

d
 t

o
 p

la
y 

th
e 

w
h

ee
l…

 w
h

at
 a

re
 y

o
u

 a
sk

in
g 

su
ch

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

fo
r?

” 
I 

d
id

n
’t 

tr
u

st
 t

h
is

 P
ha

ro
d

, 
an

d
 p

er
h

ap
s 

a 
lie

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 a
 b

et
te

r 
a 

st
ra

te
gy

. 
B

u
t 

th
is

 w
as

 t
o

o
 im

p
o

rt
an

t,
an

d
 o

n
 t

h
e 

ch
an

ce
 h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 p

la
y 

m
e 

st
ra

ig
h

t,
 I

 a
sk

ed
 w

h
at

 I
w

an
te

d
 s

tr
ai

gh
t 

o
u

t.
“I

 h
av

e 
fo

rg
o

tt
en

 m
ys

el
f, 

an
d

 I
 w

as
 t

o
ld

 t
o 

se
ek

 y
o

u
 o

u
t.

T
h

at
 y

o
u

 w
o

u
ld

 k
no

w
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

o
f m

e.
”

“E
h

…
” 

P
h

ar
od

 l
ic

ke
d

 h
is

 l
ip

s;
 t

h
ey

 m
ad

e 
a 

ra
sp

in
g 

so
u

nd
,

lik
e 

d
ry

 p
ar

ch
m

en
t 

o
n

 s
an

d
. 

“N
o

w
 w

h
o

 t
o

ld
 y

o
u

 s
u

ch
 a

 t
h

in
g,

co
rp

se
?”

“W
el

l, 
n

o
 o

n
e t

ol
d 

m
e,

 e
xa

ct
ly

. 
T

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

th
es

e 
ta

tt
o

o
s 

o
n

m
y 

b
ac

k…
 

th
e

y 
to

ld
 

m
e 

to
 

se
ek

 
yo

u
 

o
u

t, 
if 

I 
ev

er
 

fo
rg

o
t

m
ys

el
f.”

“A
h

…
 s

o
 li

tt
le

 s
ai

d
, 

so
 m

u
ch

 t
o

ld
…

” 
P

h
ar

o
d

 f
el

l s
ile

n
t, 

an
d

su
d

d
en

ly
, 

I 
h

ad
 a

 f
ee

lin
g 

th
at

 P
h

ar
o

d
 w

as
 d

is
se

ct
in

g 
m

e,
 l

ik
e 

a
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B

uried V
illage

co
rp

se o
n a M

ortu
ary slab

. “I kn
o

w
 m

u
ch

 yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 kn
o

w
.

M
u

ch
, yes. M

u
ch

, ind
eed

…
” P

h
aro

d
 sm

iled
 slo

w
ly, th

e fo
ld

s o
f

flesh
 o

n
 h

is face p
eelin

g b
ack like a cu

rtain
.

“W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 o

f m
e?” P

h
aro

d licked
 h

is lip
s, th

en
settled

 h
im

self u
p

on
 his cru

tch like a vu
ltu

re.
“N

o
, no

…
 no

t free, th
e qu

estion
 yo

u
 ask.” H

is p
asty-w

h
ite

h
an

d
s tap

p
ed th

e ed
ge o

f h
is cru

tch
. “M

u
ch

 I can
 tell yo

u
, b

u
t

th
e tellin

g h
as a co

st.” P
h

aro
d tap

p
ed

 th
e flagsto

n
es w

ith
 h

is
cru

tch
 and

 sn
eered

. “T
h

is village 
is 

n
o

t 
all 

th
at 

lies 
bu

ried
b

en
eath

 R
agp

icker’s S
q

u
are.”

“C
h

am
b

ers, vau
lts, co

rrido
rs…

 filled
 w

ith
 th

e d
ead

, all a-
sleep

 in
 th

eir co
ffin

s. S
o

m
e

w
h

ere in
 th

o
se h

alls, so
m

e
w

h
ere

th
ere, lies so

m
eth

in
g m

iss-p
laced

. S
o

m
eth

in
g m

in
e.”

“W
h

at is it? “ I asked
 resign

ed
ly.

“A
 sm

all th
in

g, a trin
ket, su

ch
 a trifle…

” A
s P

h
arod

 spo
ke,

h
is w

o
rd

s started
 ech

oin
g, as if tw

o
 p

eo
p

le w
ere sp

eakin
g…

 I
kn

ew
 I'd

 h
eard

 th
em

 b
efo

re…
 fro

m
 m

y o
w

n
 lip

s.
I fin

ish
ed

 his sen
ten

ce, “…
it’s a sph

ere. M
ad

e o
f b

ro
n

ze.
U

gly. F
eels like an

 eg
g to

 th
e to

u
ch, and

 it sm
ells o

f ro
tten

cu
stard

. A
m

 I righ
t?” P

h
aro

d fell d
eath

ly silen
t fo

r a m
o

m
en

t,
th

en
 n

od
d

ed.
“Y

es…
 

h
o

w
 

m
u

ch
 

d
o

 
yo

u
 

hid
e 

fro
m

 
m

e, 
co

rp
se?” 

H
e

ch
u

ckled
. “D

id
 yo

u
 retu

rn
 to

 see if I rem
e

m
b

er w
h

at it is I
w

an
t?”
“W

h
y d

o
n

’t yo
u

 get o
n

e o
f yo

u
r C

o
llecto

rs to
 search

 fo
r it?”

“B
ecau

se 
th

e 
co

rrid
o

rs 
n

eed
 

no
 

m
o

re 
d

ead
 

fro
m

 
th

is
village.” P

h
arod

 tske
d

. “S
tron

g, fast, clever…
 th

ese are q
u

alities
m

y villag
ers d

o
 no

t h
ave. T

h
e

y go
 b

elo
w

 —
 th

e
y d

o
 no

t retu
rn

.”
P

h
arod

 glan
ced

 at m
e. “P

erh
ap

s the d
ead w

ill w
elco

m
e th

eir
o

w
n

, h
m

m
m

? T
h

at is w
h

at 
I th

in
k, co

rp
se.”

“D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 w

h
ere th

is sp
h

ere is?”
“A

h
…

” P
h

aro
d’s sigh

 w
as like sh

iftin
g san

d
. “A

n
d

 w
h

y d
o

yo
u

 su
p

po
se I ask yo

u
 to

 loo
k fo

r it, co
rp

se? I d
o no

t kno
w

w
here it is. I kno

w
 it is bu

ried
 d

eep
, far d

eep
er th

an an
y villager

h
as ever go

n
e.” P

h
aro

d 
tske

d
. “It m

ay be in the catacom
bs

w
h

ere th
e w

aters ru
n

 d
eep

, d
eep

…
”

“V
ery w

ell…
 I'll d

o
 it. B

u
t I w

an
t to

 kn
o

w
 w

h
at I'm

 b
u

yin
g

w
ith

 th
is trin

ket.”
“T

h
ere’s a lo

t o
f kn

o
w

in
g rattlin

’ aro
un

d in
 m

y b
rain

-b
o

x,
co

rp
se.” H

e h
eld

 u
p a w

ith
ered

 fin
ger. “O

n
e o

f th
em

 is th
is b

it
o

f w
isd

o
m

: everyo
n

e wants so
m

eth
in

g, w
h

eth
er th

ey kn
o

w
 it o

r
n

o
t. T

h
ere is m

u
ch

 I kn
o

w
 ab

o
u

t yo
u

…
 m

u
ch

 th
at yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
w

ant to
 kno

w
…

”

A
nnah, P

art II
383

A
n

n
ah

 step
p

ed
 b

ack, alarm
ed

. “N
a

y —
 w

h
o

 kn
o

w
s w

h
at

w
o

u
ld

 h
app

en
 n

ext —
 m

a
yb

e m
y b

o
d

y'll tu
rn

 tae 
flam

e, it w
ill!

Y
eh

 an
d

 yo
u

r lip
s keep

 yo
u

r d
istan

ce!”
T

h
e m

o
m

en
t b

ro
ken

, I lead
 th

e w
a

y to
 in

vestigate th
e gian

t
skeleto

n
. I w

as d
o

n
e w

ith
 A

n
n

ah
, at least fo

r n
o

w
.
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2

A
nn

ah
, P

ar
t I

I

“I
t’s

 c
au

se
 I

 t
hi

nk
 y

eh
’re

 do
om

ed
.”

 A
n

n
ah

 s
ud

d
en

ly
 m

et
 m

y
ga

ze
. 

“I
 t

h
in

k 
ye

h
 w

al
k 

w
ith

 c
h

ai
n

s,
 b

u
t 

ye
h

 
d

o
n

’t 
kn

o
w

 i
t 

ye
t.

S
o

 I
…

 f
ee

l 
fo

r 
ye

h
, 

b
u

t 
I'm

 a
fr

ai
d

 f
o

r 
ye

h
…

 a
n

’ 
th

at
’s

 
ki

ll
in

g
m

e,
 it

 i
s.

 I
 d

on
n

ae
 w

an
t 

ye
h

 c
o

m
e 

ta
e 

h
ar

m
, 

b
u

t 
I 

do
nn

ae
 k

n
o

w
w

h
at

 t
ae

 d
o

 t
o

 s
to

p 
it!

” 
H

er
 c

o
n

ce
rn

, 
w

h
ic

h
 s

o
 n

ea
tly

 m
irr

o
re

d
m

in
e,

 
p

ie
rc

ed
 

m
e 

to
 

th
e 

h
ea

rt
. 

I 
sa

id
 

n
ot

h
in

g,
 

bu
t 

le
an

ed
fo

rw
ar

d
.

I 
gr

ab
b

ed
 t

h
e 

b
ac

k 
o

f 
h

er
 n

ec
k 

w
ith

 m
y 

fr
ee

 h
an

d
, 

an
d

 I
w

at
ch

ed
 A

n
n

ah
’s

 f
ea

tu
re

s 
go

 s
to

n
e 

as
 I

 p
u

lle
d

 h
er

 t
o 

m
e 

an
d

ki
ss

ed
 h

er
 o

n
 t

h
e 

lip
s.

 A
t 

fir
st

, 
it 

w
as

 l
ik

e 
ki

ss
in

g 
a 

w
al

l, 
th

en
sh

e 
st

ar
te

d
 s

lo
w

ly
 k

is
si

n
g 

m
e 

b
ac

k,
 h

es
ita

n
t 

at
 f

ir
st

, 
th

en
 w

ith
m

o
re

 c
o

n
fid

en
ce

, 
h

er
 t

ee
th

 l
ig

h
tly

 b
iti

n
g 

m
y 

u
p

p
er

 l
ip

. 
I 

h
ea

rd
h

er
 s

n
ar

l 
in

 t
h

e 
b

ac
k 

o
f 

h
er

 t
h

ro
at

, 
an

d
 h

er
 t

ai
l 

st
ar

te
d

 s
n

ak
in

g
ar

o
u

nd
 m

y 
le

g,
 t

h
en

 sq
ue

ez
in

g,
 e

ac
h

 s
qu

ee
ze

 m
at

ch
in

g 
o

n
e 

o
f

h
er

 b
ite

s.
W

e 
h

ad
, 

o
f 

co
u

rs
e,

 f
o

rg
o

tt
en

 o
u

r 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s 

w
h

o
 w

er
e

st
an

d
in

g 
n

ea
rb

y.
 M

o
rt

e 
re

m
in

d
ed

 u
s 

in
 h

is
 o

w
n

 w
a

y.
“W

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 t
w

o
 c

u
t 

it 
o

ut
 b

ef
o

re
 I

 h
av

e 
to

 g
et

 a
 d

ab
u

s 
o

ve
r

h
er

e 
to

 s
ep

ar
at

e 
th

e 
tw

o
 o

f 
yo

u
!”

 M
o

rt
e 

h
m

m
p

h
ed

. 
“O

r 
at

 l
ea

st
al

lo
w

 m
e 

to
 c

u
t 

in
.”

A
s 

I 
ki

ss
ed

, 
I 

su
dd

en
ly

 
n

o
tic

ed
 

th
at

 
A

n
n

ah
’s

 
sk

in
 

w
as

b
ec

o
m

in
g 

w
ar

m
 —

 it
 w

as
 r

ad
ia

tin
g 

h
ea

t,
 li

ke
 h

ot
 c

o
al

s.
 I

 p
ul

le
d

b
ac

k,
 A

n
n

ah
’s

 t
ee

th
 g

iv
in

g 
o

n
e 

la
st

 b
ite

, 
an

d
 s

h
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e 

in
co

n
fu

si
o

n
, t

h
en

 a
n

ge
r.

“W
h

at
 is

 it
, 

th
en

? 
I'm

 n
o

t 
go

o
d

 a
t i

t,
 a

m
 I

?”
“N

o
, 

it’
s 

yo
u

r 
sk

in
 —

 w
h

y 
ar

e 
yo

u
 g

et
tin

g 
so

 w
ar

m
 a

ll 
o

f 
a

su
d

d
en

?”
“A

ye
?”

 
A

n
n

ah
 

fr
o

w
n

ed
, 

an
d

 
lo

o
ke

d
 

d
o

w
n

 
at

 
h

er
se

lf;
 

I
n

o
tic

ed
 s

m
al

l 
w

is
p

s 
o

f 
sm

o
ke

 w
er

e 
tr

ai
lin

g 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
ed

ge
s 

o
f

h
er

 je
rk

in
. 

“F
ie

nd
 b

lo
o

d,
 it

 is
…

” 
S

h
e 

ra
is

ed
 a

n 
ey

eb
ro

w
. 

“N
ev

er
h

ad
 th

at
 h

ap
p

en
 b

ef
o

re
, 

th
ou

gh
.”

“W
h

at
? 

N
o

 o
n

e’
s 

ev
er

 k
is

se
d

 y
o

u
 b

ef
o

re
?”

 S
h

e 
sh

ru
gg

ed
.

“N
o

 o
n

e 
ev

er
 da

re
d 

ta
e.

 A
n

’ 
ev

en
 i

f 
th

e
y 

d
id

, 
I 

d
ou

bt
 i

t
w

o
u

ld
a 

b
ee

n
 li

ke
 th

at
.”

“I
'll

 t
ak

e 
th

at
 a

s 
a 

co
m

p
lim

en
t,

 t
h

en
.”

“A
ye

…
 

eh
…

” 
A

n
n

ah
 

gl
an

ce
d

 
ar

o
un

d
, 

an
d 

h
er

 
ta

il 
w

as
fli

ck
in

g 
er

ra
tic

al
ly

. 
“A

re
 w

e 
go

n
n

a 
ke

ep
 m

o
vi

n
’ 

o
n

 n
o

w
 o

r
w

h
at

? 
W

e 
d

o
n

’t 
h

av
e 

tim
e 

ta
e 

b
e 

st
an

d
in

g 
an

’ 
ch

at
tin

', 
w

e
d

o
n’

t.
”

“W
el

l, 
I’

m
 n

ot
 d

o
n

e 
ki

ss
in

g 
yo

u
 y

et
. 

C
o

m
e 

h
er

e.
” 

T
o

 t
h

e
A

b
ys

s 
w

ith
 m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s 

p
re

se
n

ce
, 

I 
th

ou
gh

t. 
In

 f
ac

t,
 a

t 
th

at
m

o
m

en
t 

I 
w

ill
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e 
A

b
ys

s 
al

l 
w

o
rr

y 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
fu

tu
re

 a
n

d
A

n
n

ah
’s

 p
ro

b
ab

le
 fa

te
 if

 s
h

e 
st

a
ye

d
 n

ea
r 

m
e.

B
ur

ie
d 

V
il

la
ge
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“V
er

y 
w

el
l,”

 I
 a

gr
ee

d
, 

“I
 w

ill
 s

ee
 a

b
o

u
t 

fin
d

in
g 

th
is

 s
ph

er
e

fo
r 

yo
u

…
 i

n
 e

xc
h

an
ge

 f
o

r 
w

h
at

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
.”

 I
 f

el
t 

tr
ap

p
ed

. 
H

e
kn

ew
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

ab
ou

t 
m

e,
 a

n
d

 I
 c

ou
ld

 o
n

ly
 h

o
p

e 
h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 t

el
l

it 
if 

I 
re

tu
rn

ed
 w

ith
 h

is
 ‘t

rif
le

.’
“V

er
y 

w
el

l, 
a 

d
ea

l 
st

ru
ck

, 
a 

d
ea

l 
m

ad
e…

” 
P

h
ar

o
d

 
cr

ac
ke

d
h

is
 c

ru
tc

h 
sh

ar
p

ly
 a

ga
in

st
 t

h
e 

fla
gs

to
n

es
. 

“A
 s

p
h

er
e 

fo
r 

a 
p

ee
k

in
si

d
e 

m
y 

b
ra

in
 b

o
x.

 N
o

w
, 

co
rp

se
 —

 t
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
 t

im
e 

to
 w

as
te

.
G

o
 t

o
 t

h
e 

ga
te

 a
t 

th
e 

so
u

th
 a

nd
 e

as
t 

an
d

 t
el

l 
th

o
se

 s
lu

m
b

er
in

g
fo

o
ls

 t
o

 o
p

en
 i

t 
fo

r 
yo

u
 —

 m
ak

e 
h

as
te

, 
m

a
ke

 h
as

te
.”

 I
 s

til
l 

h
ad

q
u

es
tio

n
s,

 a
nd

 ig
no

re
d

 P
h

ar
od

’s
 s

ud
d

en
 d

es
ire

 t
o 

ge
t 

rid
 o

f m
e.

“I
 o

n
ce

 h
ea

rd
 a

 t
al

e 
o

f 
a 

m
an

 n
am

ed
 P

h
ar

od
. 

A
 k

in
g 

o
f

ra
gs

.”
 P

h
ar

od
’s

 le
ft 

e
ye

 w
id

en
ed

, 
th

o
u

gh
 I

 c
ou

ld
n

’t 
te

ll 
w

h
et

h
er

h
e 

w
as

 d
o

in
g 

it,
 o

r 
w

h
et

h
er

 t
h

e 
fo

ld
s 

o
f s

ki
n

 ju
st

 p
ee

le
d

 b
ac

k.
“T

h
at

 
so

? 
S

ig
il 

b
e 

a 
b

er
g 

o
f 

ta
le

s,
 

it 
is

, 
bu

t 
an

y 
ta

le
in

vo
lv

in
g 

P
h

ar
o

d
 

ca
n

’t 
b

e 
o

n
e 

th
es

e 
ea

rs
 

w
o

u
ld

n
’t 

w
an

t 
to

h
ea

r.
” 

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e 

w
ith

 m
o

ck
 s

u
sp

ic
io

n
, 

th
en

 g
rin

n
ed

.
“B

ec
o

m
e 

a 
ta

le
-t

el
le

r 
h

av
e 

yo
u

, 
co

rp
se

?”
“T

h
e 

ta
le

 i
s 

a 
st

ra
n

ge
 o

n
e.

 I
t 

te
lls

 o
f 

a 
m

an
 o

f 
p

o
si

tio
n

 a
nd

w
e

al
th

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g,
 t

h
en

 d
is

co
ve

re
d

 h
e 

h
ad

 n
o

th
in

g.
”

P
h

ar
od

’s
 g

rin
 f

ro
ze

 o
n

 h
is

 f
ac

e,
 a

n
d

 h
is

 e
ye

s 
to

o
k 

o
n 

a 
st

ra
n

ge
,

fie
ry

 g
le

a
m

.
“A

re
 y

o
u

 c
er

ta
in

 y
o

u
 w

is
h

 t
o

 t
el

l 
th

is
 t

al
e,

 c
o

rp
se

? 
M

ay
 b

e
yo

u
 w

o
n

’t 
lik

e 
h

o
w

 it
 e

n
d

s,
 e

h
?”

 I
 ig

n
o

re
d 

th
e 

im
p

lie
d

 th
re

at
.

“T
h

e 
m

an
 w

as
 s

u
ch

 a
 l

ia
r,

 a
 c

h
ea

t,
 t

h
at

 h
e 

tw
is

te
d

 h
im

se
lf

in
to

 a
 c

o
rn

er
. 

H
e 

d
is

co
ve

re
d

 t
h

at
 w

h
en

 d
ea

th
 w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e 
fo

r
h

im
, 

it 
w

o
u

ld
 t

ak
e 

h
im

 t
o

 a
 t

er
rib

le
 p

la
ce

.”
P

h
ar

od
’s

 g
ri

n
 d

ie
d

, 
an

d
 h

e 
lic

ke
d

 h
is

 l
ip

s.
 H

e 
lo

o
ke

d
…

fr
ig

h
te

n
ed

 a
s 

I 
co

n
tin

u
ed

.
“H

e 
w

as
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 t

o
 a

vo
id

 s
u

ch
 a

 f
at

e,
 s

o
 h

e 
d

es
p

er
at

el
y

lo
o

ke
d

 f
o

r 
a 

w
a

y 
o

u
t 

o
f 

it.
 H

e 
w

o
u

ld
 c

h
ea

t 
fa

te
 a

s 
h

e 
h

ad
ch

ea
te

d
 o

th
er

s.
”

P
h

ar
od

’s
 f

ac
e 

tw
is

te
d

, 
as

 i
f 

h
e 

h
ad

 s
w

al
lo

w
ed

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g
u

n
pl

ea
sa

n
t.

“H
e 

fo
u

n
d

 a
n

 a
n

sw
er

…
 o

r 
h

e 
fo

u
nd

 a
 p

l
ac

e 
to

 l
oo

k 
fo

r 
th

e
an

sw
er

. 
H

e 
w

as
 t

o
ld

 t
o

 s
ea

rc
h

 t
h

e 
tr

as
h 

o
f 

S
ig

il 
fo

r 
th

at
 w

h
ic

h
w

o
u

ld
 l

et
 h

im
 e

sc
ap

e 
h

is
 f

at
e.

 N
o

w
, 

P
h

ar
od

…
 p

er
h

ap
s 

yo
u

 c
an

te
ll 

m
e 

h
o

w
 t

h
e 

st
o

ry
 e

n
d

s.
” 

P
h

ar
od

’s
 fa

ce
 b

ro
ke

 in
to

 a
 s

n
ar

l.
“I

t 
h

as
 N

O
 e

n
d

in
g!

 N
o

t 
fo

r 
I!”

 I
 w

at
ch

ed
 a

s 
b

lo
od

 f
ill

ed
 h

is
fe

at
u

re
s.

 “
N

o
w

 a
 t

al
e 

d
o

 I
 h

av
e 

fo
r Y
O

U
, 

co
rp

se
!”

 P
h

ar
o

d
’s

fin
ge

r 
la

sh
ed

 o
u

t 
at

 m
e,

 b
en

t 
lik

e 
a 

h
er

d
er

’s
 c

ro
o

k.
“A

 c
o

rp
se

 c
o

m
es

 t
o

 P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 C
o

u
rt

, 
rip

e 
w

ith
 s

te
n

ch
 a

nd
p

ro
m

is
es

, 
cl

ai
m

in
g 

h
e 

w
o

u
ld

 
FI

N
D

 t
h

at
 w

h
ic

h
 P

h
ar

o
d

 n
ee

d
ed

.
B

u
t 

w
ill

 h
e 

ke
ep

 h
is

 w
o

rd
? 

P
ro

m
is

es
 t

o
o

 e
as

ily
 b

ro
ke

n
, 

co
rp

se
!
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B

uried V
illage

D
o you deny it?! S

ay that you do, for it m
eans that you’ve lied

to m
e, and I w

ill die b
ecau

se o
f it!”

“I w
ill search

 fo
r it, P

h
aro

d. W
h

en
 I fin

d it, I w
ill b

rin
g it.

N
o

 p
ro

m
ises h

ave b
een

 b
ro

ken
.”

“Lies th
at lead

 to
 th

e d
eath

 o
f an

o
th

er are 
th

e 
b

lackest
th

in
g…

” P
h

aro
d tap

p
ed

 h
is cru

tch
, w

h
eezin

g sligh
tly. “Y

o
u

'd
b

est keep
 yo

u
r w

o
rd

, co
rp

se, else th
e P

lan
es w

ill grin
d

 yo
u

 like
a m

iller’s w
h

eel.”
I h

ad
 ano

th
er qu

estio
n I w

an
ted

 an
sw

ered
 b

y P
h

aro
d b

efo
re

I left, alth
o

u
gh I su

sp
ected I alread

y kn
e

w
 w

h
at h

e w
o

u
ld

 say.
“I h

eard
 yo

u
 h

ave fo
u

n
d

 a w
ealth

 o
f b

od
ies, P

h
arod

. W
h

ere
d

o
 th

ey co
m

e fro
m

?”
“D

o
es a m

ag
e tell th

e secrets o
f h

is craft? S
o

 it is w
ith

 th
e

C
o

llecto
r…

” P
h

aro
d fro

w
n

ed
, stu

d
yin

g m
e. “P

erh
ap

s I w
ill tell

yo
u

…
 b

u
t yo

u
 m

u
st p

ro
m

ise th
at it is fo

r yo
u

r ears o
nly.”

“W
h

at I h
ear is fo

r m
y ears o

n
ly.” I vo

w
ed

, w
ith

 th
e silent

p
ro

viso
 th

at it w
o

u
ld

 o
n

ly b
e w

h
ile P

h
arod

 yet lived
, w

h
ich

 b
y

h
is age d

id
 n

o
t loo

k to
 b

e m
u

ch
 lo

n
ger.

“V
ery w

ell…
” P

h
aro

d tap
p

ed
 th

e flagsto
n

es w
ith

 h
is crutch

an
d

 sn
eered

. “T
h

is village is n
ot all th

at lies bu
ried b

en
eath

R
agp

icker’s S
q

u
are.”

“C
h

am
b

ers, vau
lts, co

rrido
rs…

” P
h

aro
d

 gave th
e fain

test o
f

sm
iles, an

d
 h

is eyes glea
m

ed
 like go

ld
. “P

laces, b
lack as p

itch
,

filled
 w

ith
 w

eep
in

g sto
n

es an
d th

e p
recio

u
s d

ead
, all a-sleep

 in
th

eir co
ffin

s. S
leep

in
g…

”
“W

h
ere d

o
 all th

ese d
ead

 co
m

e fro
m

?”
P

h
arod

 affixed
 m

e w
ith

 a lo
p

sid
ed

 stare.
“C

o
rp

se, co
rp

se…
 everyth

in
g d

ies. 
Life 

is 
so

 
sh

o
rt, 

bu
t

d
eath

 lasts fo
r so

 very, very lo
n

g. M
an

y p
eo

p
le, m

an
y d

eath
s…

”
H

is stare traveled
 p

ast m
e. “S

u
ch

 a w
aste fo

r th
eir d

eath
s to

 b
e

u
seless in

 a D
u

stie’s arm
s, eh

?” P
h

arod
 sm

iled
, greed

ily.
“N

o
t all th

e d
ead

 th
at go

es to
 th

e M
o

rtu
ary g

ate is fed
 to

 th
e

fu
rn

ace, co
rp

se. T
h

e D
u

sties b
u

ry so
m

e o
f th

e d
ead

 in
 th

e city’s
b

o
w

els. U
n

d
er th

e village…
 so

 n
ear, so

 clo
se…

 is su
ch

 a p
lace.

I w
o

u
ld

 h
ave b

een
 a fo

o
l no

t to
 see o

pp
ortun

ities…
”

“S
o

 yo
u

 ro
b th

e cataco
m

b
s o

f th
e d

ead
 th

e D
u

stm
en

 p
laced

th
ere, 

sell 
th

em
 

b
ack 

to
 

th
e 

D
u

stm
en

 
an

d 
th

ey 
b

u
ry 

th
e

m
again

?” P
h

arod
 no

dd
ed

, th
en

 chu
ckled

 ligh
tly —

 th
e so

un
d w

as
like sh

iftin
g san

d
.

“T
h

ese cataco
m

b
s are as d

eep
 as a D

u
stie’s p

o
ckets.”

“A
n

d
 as d

eep
 as th

e greed
 o

f m
an

.”

A
nnah, P

art II
381

A
N

N
A

H
, P

A
R

T
 II

W
e stood in a w

ind-sw
ept, barren landscape. N

earby a huge
skeleton of a four legged creature dom

inated the surroundings. I
could easily have curled up and gone to sleep in one of the eye
sockets of the tow

ering skull. A
 few

 of the local fauna attacked
us, but w

ere quickly beaten off.
I pulled A

nnah aside to talk to her about som
ething that had

bothered m
e since seeing R

avel in the m
aze. I tried to explain

about w
hat happened w

hen I kissed R
avel, but she cut m

e off.
“A

ye,” A
n

n
ah

 sn
arled

, “do
n

’t b
e co

m
in

’ and
 d

red
gin

’ u
p

th
at w

ash
. If yeh

 w
an

t tae lo
ck lip

s w
ith

 a fien
d

, kissin
g th

at h
ag

w
a

s p
ro

b
ab

ly th
e safest th

in
g yeh

 co
u

ld
a do

n
e.” S

h
e sp

at. “N
o

w
sto

p
 rattlin

’ yer b
o

n
e-b

o
x: I d

on
n

ae w
an

t tae h
ear an

o
th

er w
o

rd
ab

o
u

t it, I do
n

’t.” I asked
 an

o
th

er qu
estio

n, regard
in

g so
m

eth
in

g
R

avel h
ad

 said
.

“In
 th

e m
aze, R

avel said
 yo

u
 w

ere to
rm

en
ted

…
 w

h
at d

id
sh

e m
e

an
?” A

n
n

ah
 fro

w
n

ed
.

“S
h

e m
ean

t nothing, sh
e did

. B
arm

y h
a

g talk, it w
as.”

“A
re yo

u
 su

re?”
“It w

a
s N

O
T

H
IN

G
. If yeh

 d
o

nn
ae kn

o
w

 w
h

at sh
e w

as sa
yin

', I
d

o
n’t eith

er.”
“W

ell, if yo
u

 w
an

t to
 talk ab

ou
t it, I'm

 lis—
”

“I…
” A

n
n

ah
’s gaze d

ro
pp

ed
 fo

r a m
o

m
en

t. “I do
nn

ae w
h

y
I'm

 travelin
’ w

ith
 yeh

! I d
o

nn
ae kn

o
w

 w
h

y I w
en

t w
ith

 yeh
 tae

fin
d

 R
avel!” S

h
e fro

w
n

ed
, b

u
t sh

e seem
ed

 m
o

re co
n

fu
sed

 th
an

an
gry. “It m

akes n
o

 sense, it d
o

es, an
d

 I do
nn

ae like it.”
“I…

” A
n

n
ah

 to
o

k a d
eep

 b
reath

. “I th
in

k I h
ave 

feelings fo
r

yeh
. It feels stran

ge, it d
o

es…
 I d

on
’t thin

k I've ever liked
anyone. B

ut yeh
…

” A
n

n
ah

 gave a h
alf-h

earted
 sh

ru
g w

ith
o

u
t

m
eetin

g m
y g

aze. “I do
n

n
ae kn

o
w

 w
h

at it is ab
ou

t yeh
, I m

ean
—

 yeh
’re daft a lo

t o
f tim

es, yeh
 w

alk like yeh
’re h

ip
s are

b
ro

ken
, yeh

’re clu
m

sy, yeh
 sm

ell like a zo
m

b
ie, b

u
t…

” S
h

e
sigh

ed
. “I like yeh

.”
I h

esitated
, to

rn. H
o

w
 co

u
ld

 I exp
lain to h

er th
at it w

o
u

ld
 b

e
m

u
ch

 b
etter if sh

e d
id

 n
o

t w
an

t m
e, th

at I fe
ared

 fo
r an

y w
h

o
fo

llo
w

ed
 

m
e, 

th
at 

esp
ecially 

an
y 

w
h

o
 

cared
 

fo
r 

m
e 

w
ere

d
o

o
m

ed
? A

s I sto
o

d
 in

 in
d

ecision
, A

n
n

ah co
n

tinu
ed

 sp
eakin

g.
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0

V
ha

ilo
r

“B
u

t 
if 

th
es

e 
la

w
s 

ar
e 

m
ad

e 
b

y 
liv

in
g 

m
en

 a
n

d
 w

o
m

en
 —

w
h

o
, 

as
 yo

u’
ve

 s
ai

d
, 

ar
e N

O
T
 i

n
no

ce
n

t,
 t

h
en

 h
av

en
’t 

th
e 

la
w

s
b

ee
n

 t
ai

n
te

d
 b

y 
th

ei
r 

h
an

d
s?

”
N

O
T

H
IN

G
 t

ha
t 

li
ve

s 
is

 I
N

N
O

C
E

N
T
. 

Y
et

 L
A

W
 r

is
es

 A
B

O
V

E
 t

he
fl

es
h 

an
d 

bl
oo

d.
 F

R
O

M
 I

M
P

E
R

F
E

C
T

IO
N

 P
E

R
F

E
C

TI
O

N
 M

A
Y 

B
E

 M
A

D
E
.

U
N

JU
ST

 la
w

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
R

E
F

IN
E

D
. B

L
E

D
 O

F
 T

H
E

IR
 E

V
IL

.
“T

h
en

 y
o

u
 a

d
m

it 
la

w
s 

ar
e 

n
o

t 
al

w
a

ys
 p

er
fe

ct
 —

 b
u

t 
if 

th
es

e
sa

m
e 

la
w

s 
d

e
fin

e 
ju

st
ic

e,
 t

h
en

 i
sn

’t ju
st

ic
e 

im
p

er
fe

ct
 a

s 
w

el
l?

”
V

h
ai

lo
r 

w
as

 s
ile

n
t.

“V
h

ai
lo

r 
—

 t
h

er
e 

is
 K

n
o

w
 N

O
 j

u
st

ic
e.

 A
ll 

yo
u

 d
o 

in
 t

h
e

n
am

e 
o

f 
ju

st
ic

e 
is

 
m

e
an

in
gl

es
s 

—
 

yo
u

r 
K

no
w

 
L

IF
E
 

is
m

ea
n

in
gl

es
s.

”
M

y 
w

o
rd

s 
se

e
m

ed
 t

o
 e

ch
o

, 
ga

th
er

in
g 

p
o

w
er

 
as

 
I 

sp
o

ke
th

em
. 

A
s 

I 
d

id
, 

th
e 

em
b

er
s 

in
 V

h
ai

lo
r’s

 e
ye

s 
fli

ck
er

ed
 —

 a
n

d
th

en
 g

u
tt

er
ed

 o
u

t.
 H

is
 a

rm
o

r 
co

lla
p

se
d

, 
th

e 
ax

e 
an

d
 t

h
e 

m
et

al
p

la
te

s 
cl

at
te

rin
g 

to
 t

h
e 

gr
o

un
d 

w
ith

 a
 

cr
as

h.
 A

s 
th

ey
 s

tr
u

ck
 t

h
e

gr
o

u
nd

, 
h

o
w

ev
er

, 
th

e
y 

ra
is

ed
 c

lo
u

d
s 

o
f 

du
st

 —
 a

sh
 a

n
d

 r
u

st
p

ar
tic

le
s 

ris
in

g 
fr

o
m

 
th

e 
m

et
al

 
as

 
th

e 
p

la
te

s 
an

d
 

ax
e 

ag
ed

,
d

ec
a

ye
d

, 
an

d
 

d
is

in
te

gr
at

ed
 

rig
h

t 
b

ef
o

re
 

m
y 

e
ye

s.
 

A
ll 

th
at

re
m

ai
n

ed
 w

er
e 

a 
fe

w
 p

itt
ed

 m
et

al
 p

la
te

s 
as

 g
ra

ve
st

o
n

es
 t

h
at

V
h

ai
lo

r 
ev

er
 e

xi
st

ed
.

In
 a

 w
a

y,
 m

y 
w

o
rd

s 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

 a
 g

re
at

er
 b

et
ra

ya
l 

th
an

 w
h

at
m

y 
p

re
vi

o
u

s 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
 h

ad
 d

on
e,

 f
o

r 
m

y 
a

ct
io

n
 h

ad
 l

itt
le

 o
f

ju
st

ic
e 

in
 i

t,
 b

u
t 

m
u

ch
 o

f 
m

er
cy

. 
I 

tu
rn

ed
 a

w
a

y,
 a

n
d

 l
ed

 m
y

co
m

p
an

io
n

s 
th

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

p
o

rt
al

.

B
ur

ie
d 

V
il

la
ge

73

“O
h

, 
ye

s…
” 

P
h

ar
o

d
 s

n
ee

re
d

. 
“A

n
d

 t
h

e 
gr

ee
d

 o
f 

m
an

 i
s

so
m

et
h

in
g 

th
at

 s
h

al
l 

al
w

a
ys

 b
e 

co
u

n
te

d
 u

po
n 

w
h

en
 n

au
gh

t 
el

se
is

 le
ft,

 e
h

?”
I 

st
ill

 d
id

n
’t 

kn
o

w
 t

h
e 

d
ar

k 
o

n
 t

h
e 

B
u

ri
ed

 V
ill

ag
e,

 
an

d
d

ec
id

ed
 t

o
 a

sk
 P

h
ar

od
 w

h
ile

 h
e 

w
as

 b
ei

n
g 

so
 e

xp
an

si
ve

 o
n

 a
n

y
su

b
je

ct
 t

h
at

 d
id

n
’t 

co
n

ce
rn

 m
e.

“W
el

l, 
n

o
w

, 
th

er
e’

s 
a 

st
o

ry
…

” 
P

h
ar

o
d 

lic
ke

d
 h

is
 li

p
s 

ag
ai

n
,

th
en

 s
h

ru
gg

ed
. 

“B
u

t 
to

 t
el

l t
ru

e,
 t

h
e 

st
o

ry
 b

o
re

s 
m

e.
 T

h
e 

sh
o

rt
 o

f
it?

 I
t’s

 a
 p

ie
ce

 o
f 

th
e 

H
iv

e 
th

at
 g

o
t 

b
ric

ke
d

 o
ve

r 
on

e 
d

ay
, 

a
p

ie
ce

-o
-S

ig
il 

go
t p

en
n

ed
 in

 t
h

e 
d

ea
d

 b
oo

k.
”

“W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 m
ea

n
?”

“Y
'k

n
o

w
 t

h
em

 f
lo

at
in

g 
go

at
-h

ea
d

s 
th

at
 s

er
ve

 t
h

e 
La

d
y,

 t
h

em
d

ab
u

se
s?

 W
el

l, 
n

o
 m

at
te

r 
if 

yo
u

 d
o 

o
r 

n
o

t 
—

 t
h

ey
 g

o
 a

ll 
‘ro

u
nd

fix
in

g,
 b

re
ak

in
g,

 b
u

ry
in

g,
 b

u
ild

in
g 

al
l t

h
e 

tim
e.

 D
'y

o
u

 f
o

llo
w

?”
 I

n
o

dd
ed

, 
so

 h
e 

w
en

t 
o

n
. 

“W
el

l, 
as

 t
h

e 
ch

an
t 

go
es

…
 a

nd
 a

 d
u

st
y

ch
an

t 
it 

is
 t

oo
, 

b
ei

n
g 

so
 o

ld
…

 t
h

em
 d

ab
u

se
s 

ju
st

 d
am

n
 w

el
l

b
ri

ck
ed

 o
ve

r 
a 

se
ct

io
n

 o
f 

th
e 

H
iv

e 
o

n
e 

d
ay

 a
n

d
 a

ll 
b

od
ie

s 
ju

st
fo

rg
o

t 
‘b

o
ut

 it
. 

D
u

m
p

 a
 lo

t 
a 

tr
as

h
 o

n
ni

t,
 a

nd
 s

oo
n,

 n
o

bo
d

y 
ev

en
kn

o
w

s 
it’

s 
h

er
e.

” 
P

h
ar

o
d 

sm
ile

d
. 

“W
ic

ke
d

, 
n

o
? 

A
 p

ie
ce

 o
f 

S
ig

il
al

l-
fo

rg
o

tt
en

?”
“H

o
w

 d
id

 y
o

u
 fi

n
d

 it
?”

P
h

ar
od

 ts
ke

d
. 

“I 
st

il
l 

ha
ve

 m
y 

ey
es

, 
co

rp
se

, 
an

d 
I 

st
il

l 
ha

ve
m

y 
ea

rs
, 

an
d 

w
he

n 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 

en
ou

gh
 

se
ns

e 
to

 t
ie

 
th

e 
tw

o
to

ge
th

er
, 

th
en

 f
in

di
ng

 t
he

 d
ar

k 
of

 a
ny

 m
at

te
r 

is
 n

ot
 a

s 
ha

rd
 a

s
so

m
e 

m
ak

e 
it 

o
u

t t
o 

b
e.

”
H

av
in

g 
sa

tis
fie

d
 m

y 
cu

ri
o

si
ty

 o
n

 a
ll 

p
oi

n
ts

 e
xc

ep
t 

th
o

se
 t

h
at

w
er

e 
o

f 
im

p
o

rt
an

ce
 t

o
 m

e,
 I

 l
ef

t 
P

h
ar

o
d

 i
n

 h
is

 s
h

ad
o

w
ed

 h
al

l. 
I

d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 s
p

en
d

 t
h

e 
n

ig
ht

 i
n

 t
h

e 
B

u
rie

d
 V

ill
ag

e,
 k

n
o

w
in

g 
th

at
M

ar
ta

 w
o

u
ld

 a
llo

w
 m

e 
to

 s
le

ep
 in

 h
er

 h
o

ve
l. 

N
ex

t 
d

ay
 w

as
 s

o
o

n
en

o
u

gh
 

to
 

st
ar

t 
o

n 
P

h
ar

o
d

’s
 

q
u

es
t.

 
B

es
id

es
, 

d
yi

n
g 

is
 

n
o

t
so

m
et

h
in

g 
o

n
e 

re
co

ve
rs

 fr
o

m
 in

 a
n

 a
fte

rn
o

o
n.
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U

nbroken C
ircle O

f Z
erthim

on, P
art I

U
N

B
R

O
K

E
N

 C
IR

C
LE

 O
F

Z
E

R
T

H
IM

O
N

, P
A

R
T

 I

B
efore sleeping that night, I saw

 D
ak’kon exam

ining a sm
all

round stone. T
o m

y surprise, it seem
ed to be com

prised of a
num

ber 
of 

interlocking 
circles, 

cunningly 
attached 

to 
one

another so the user could fold them
 back into a com

pact shape
w

hen done. I w
ondered if this stone represented to D

ak’kon
w

hat m
y spell book did to m

e, and allow
ed him

 to m
em

orize
githzerai m

agic. I asked him
 if he could teach m

e this m
agic.

“K
now

,” H
e rep

lied, “th
at th

e w
ay o

f th
e P

eop
le is no

t th
e

sa
m

e as th
e A

rt yo
u

 h
ave co

m
e to

 
know

. It is no
t th

e en
ergy th

at
gives stren

gth
. It is know

ing th
e self th

at gives stren
gth

. T
h

e
teach

in
gs o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
 sp

eak o
f su

ch
 th

in
gs.”

“W
o

u
ld

 yo
u

 teach
 m

e th
e W

a
y o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
, D

ak'ko
n

?”
“D

o
 

yo
u

 know
 

w
h

at 
yo

u
 

h
ave 

asked
?

” 
T

h
e 

textu
re 

o
f

D
ak'ko

n
’s b

lad
e flo

w
ed

, u
n

til it b
ecam

e as sto
n

e. “T
o

 w
alk th

e
p

ath
 o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
 yo

u
 m

u
st 
know

 o
f th

e P
eop

le. T
h

e know
ing

o
f su

ch
 th

in
gs b

y o
n

e no
t o

f th
e P

eo
ple is a d

ifficu
lt m

atter.
T

h
ere are th

o
se n

o
t o

f th
e P

eop
le w

h
o

 h
ave h

eard
 th

e W
a

y o
f

Z
erth

im
o

n
, bu

t th
ey d

o
 no

t 
know

 th
e W

a
y.”

I w
as in

trigu
ed

 b
y m

y co
m

p
an

io
n

, and
 b

y th
is Z

erth
im

o
n

 h
e

h
ad

 
m

en
tio

n
ed. 

I 
w

as 
an

xio
u

s 
to 

learn
 

m
o

re 
ab

o
u

t 
h

is
p

h
ilo

sop
h

y, an
d

 th
rou

gh
 it m

o
re ab

o
u

t D
a

k'ko
n

.
“D

ak'ko
n

, 
I 

w
an

t 
to

 know
 

o
f 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le 

and
 know

Z
erth

im
o

n
’s teach

in
gs. I b

elieve th
ere is w

isd
o

m
 to

 b
e learn

ed
in

 su
ch th

in
gs.”

“K
now

 th
at I h

ave h
eard

 yo
u

r w
o

rd
s, and

 I sh
all test th

em
.

T
o

 learn
, yo

u
 m

u
st know

 th
e P

eo
p

le. T
o

 know
 th

e P
eop

le, yo
u

m
u

st know
 th

e U
nb

ro
ken

 C
ircle o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
.” D

ak'ko
n

 h
eld

 up
th

e 
ston

e 
d

isk 
in 

h
is 

p
o

ssessio
n 

an
d 

h
is 

sp
id

er-like 
fin

gers
h

o
o

ked
 in

to
 its sid

es. T
h

ere w
as a 

click, an
d

 th
e p

lates o
f th

e
C

ircle slid
 in

to
 a n

ew
 co

n
figu

ratio
n

. H
e reversed

 th
e m

o
tio

n
,

sealin
g th

e sto
n

e. “Know
 th

e F
irst C

ircle o
f Z

erth
im

o
n

 is o
p

en
to

 yo
u

. S
tu

d
y it, th

en
 I w

ill h
ear yo

u
r w

o
rd

s.”
I to

o
k th

e U
nb

ro
ken

 C
ircle o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
 fro

m
 D

ak'ko
n

. I
m

irro
red

 th
e m

o
tio

n
s th

at D
ak'ko

n
 m

ad
e u

p
on

 th
e C

ircle, and
th

e p
lates gave w

a
y at m

y to
u

ch
, the rin

gs slid
in

g in
to a n

ew

V
hailor

379

H
ave 

you 
ever  

M
U

R
D

E
R

E
D

 
another? 

I, 
how

ever, 
felt 

no
desire to lie to him

, instead I picked one of the m
any crim

es
w

hich I had com
m

itted.
“Y

es…
 it w

as m
y h

an
d

, bu
t no

t m
y m

in
d

, V
h

ailo
r. In

 o
n

e o
f

m
y p

revio
u

s in
carn

ation
s, I m

u
rd

ered
 a m

an
 n

a
m

ed
 F

in
 A

n
d

lye
b

ecau
se o

f th
e kn

o
w

led
ge h

e p
o

ssessed
.”

Y
ou 

have 
A

D
M

ITT
E

D
 

to 
the 

crim
e. 

V
h

ailo
r’s 

eyes 
flared

w
ith

in
 h

is h
elm

, an
d

 I h
ad

 a sud
d

en glim
p

se o
f th

e terrib
le 

force
lu

rkin
g w

ith
in

 th
is sp

ectral arm
o

r.
T

he G
U

IL
T

Y shall be P
U

N
ISH

E
D

.
“B

u
t I h

ave alread
y been p

u
n

ish
ed

, V
h

ailo
r.” V

h
ailo

r fell
still.I w

ill H
E

A
R of your punishm

ent.
“E

very tim
e I d

ie, V
h

ailo
r, I h

ave lo
st m

y m
e

m
o

ries. I h
ave

n
o

 sen
se o

f self, n
o

 sen
se o

f w
h

o
 I am

 o
r 

W
A

S, an
d

 I b
ear

th
ou

san
d

s o
f scars in

 th
e m

in
d

 an
d bo

d
y fro

m
 w

o
u

n
d

s I can
no

t
re

m
e

m
b

er. D
eath

 rejects m
e, an

d
 I fear I sh

all n
ever b

e ab
le to

b
e at p

eace.”
V

h
ailo

r stared
 at m

e, h
is eyes b

u
rn

in
g b

righ
tly. I felt th

e
sa

m
e stare as b

e
fo

re, th
e tearin

g an
d p

eelin
g b

ack o
f th

e skin
, as

V
h

ailo
r seem

ed
 to

 d
issect m

e. I felt a w
ave o

f n
au

sea sw
im

th
rou

gh
 m

e, an
d

 a sen
se o

f 
drow

ning, d
eep

er th
is tim

e…
 u

n
til

m
y visio

n
 alm

o
st fad

ed
 to

 b
lack…

Y
ou have been P

U
N

ISH
E

D
. T

he m
ark of JU

ST
IC

E is upon you. I
SE

E it upon your F
L

E
SH

. K
N

O
W

 T
H

IS: T
here is M

U
C

H
 that cannot

be seen in you. I shall W
A

T
C

H
 YO

U
. Y

O
U

 H
A

V
E

 B
E

E
N punished. B

ut
it w

ill not save you from
 

F
U

T
U

R
E punishm

ents for 
C

R
IM

E
S to

com
e. O

n
ce again

 I h
ad

 co
m

e acro
ss refu

se le
ft b

y o
n

e o
f m

y
p

revio
u

s in
carn

ation
s, th

e ‘p
ractical’ on

e. O
f th

e m
an

 V
h

ailo
r

w
h

o
 h

ad
 b

een
 im

p
riso

n
ed

, on
ly a trace w

a
s left in

 th
is pu

rified
avatar o

f ju
stice b

efo
re m

e. B
u

t w
h

at little I cou
ld

 do
 fo

r th
e

m
an

 I w
o

u
ld

 d
o

.
“W

h
at defines ju

stice, V
h

ailo
r? W

h
at IS it, really?”

JU
ST

IC
E is defined by L

A
W

.
“A

n
d

 w
h

at is la
w

, V
h

ailo
r?”

L
A

W
 is the tool by w

hich JU
ST

IC
E is served.

“A
n

d
 w

h
at m

a
kes th

e la
w

s, V
h

ailo
r?”

L
A

W
 is defined by JU

ST
IC

E.
“T

h
at’s a circu

lar argu
m

en
t, V

h
ailo

r —
 it’s m

ean
in

gless.
Y

o
u

 say ju
stice is d

efin
ed

 b
y la

w
, w

h
ich

 is d
efin

ed
 b

y ju
stice.”

L
A

W
 —

 IS —
 d

efin
e
d by JU

ST
IC

E.
“Livin

g m
en

 an
d

 w
o

m
en

 m
a

ke law
s, V

h
ailo

r —
 are th

e
law

s th
e

y m
ake ‘ju

st?’ ”
L

A
W

S are JU
ST.
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V
ha

ilo
r

w
o

rd
 ‘

ca
ge

,’ 
V

h
ai

lo
r’s

 g
az

e 
su
d

d
en

ly
 t

u
rn

ed
 f

ro
m

 m
e 

to
 t

h
e

su
rr

o
un

di
n

g 
w

al
ls

 —
 i

t 
w

as
 t

h
e 

w
a

lls
 o

f 
th

e 
C

u
rs

t 
p

ri
so

n
 c

el
l

w
h

er
e 

I 
fo

u
n

d 
h

im
 —

 m
an

y 
ye

ar
s 

in
 t

h
e 

p
as

t.
 

M
an

y 
ye

ar
s,

en
o

u
gh

 fo
r 

a 
m

an
 t

o
 d

ie
 m

an
y 

d
ea

th
s.

 O
r 

p
er

h
ap

s 
ju

st
 o

n
e.

“I
 e

lu
d

ed
 y

o
u

 u
p

 to
 th

is
 p

o
in

t,
 V

h
ai

lo
r…

 w
h

y 
d

o
 y

o
u

 t
h

in
k 

I
ag

re
ed

 t
o

 m
e

et
 y

o
u

 
he

re
? 

D
id

 y
o

u
 t

h
in

k 
I 

w
as

 s
u

rr
en

d
er

in
g?

 O
r

w
is

h
ed

 
to

 
fig

h
t 

yo
u

? 
N

o
…

 
th

is
 

is
 

th
e 

ga
te

 
to

w
n

 
o

f 
C

u
rs

t,
V

h
ai

lo
r.

 It
 b

o
rd

er
s 

th
e p

ri
so

n 
p

la
n

e 
o

f C
ar

ce
ri,

 w
h

er
e 

ev
en

 
G

od
s

ar
e 

h
el

d
 p

ris
o

n
er

. 
Y

o
u 

ar
e 

p
o

w
er

fu
l, 

V
h

ai
lo

r,
 b

ut
 t

h
e 

en
er

gi
es

 o
f

th
is

 p
la

ce
 a

llo
w

 e
ve

n
 t

h
e 

m
ig

h
tie

st
 t

o
 b

e 
ca

ge
d

 h
er

e.
”

V
h

ai
lo

r 
tu

rn
ed

, 
b

u
t 

so
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
fir

e 
h

ad
 d

ie
d

 i
n

 h
is

 e
ye

s.
“T

h
is

 is
 tr

ea
ch

er
y.

”
“T

re
ac

h
er

y 
ru

n
s 

th
ro

u
gh

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

 l
ik

e 
ve

in
s,

 a
n

d
 i

t 
is

 t
h

at
tr

ea
ch

er
y 

th
at

 le
n

d
s 

m
e 

th
e 

st
re

n
gt

h
 f

o
r 

th
is

 e
n

ch
an

tm
en

t 
—

 t
h

at
is

 w
h

y 
I 

w
as

 f
o

rc
ed

 t
o

 m
ee

t 
yo

u
 h

er
e 

in
 C

u
rs

t.
 I

 c
an

 l
ea

ve
 t

h
is

ce
ll,

 V
h

ai
lo

r,
 b

u
t u

n
til

 I
 c

o
m

e 
fo

r 
yo

u
, 

yo
u

 c
an

n
o

t. 
Y

ou
r 

cr
u

sa
d

e
fo

r 
ju

st
ic

e 
is

 t
ru

ly
 r

e
m

ar
ka

b
le

, 
b

u
t 

it 
w

ill
 b

e 
fo

rg
o

tt
en

, 
an

d
p

er
h

ap
s 

in
 t

im
e 

—
 e

ve
n

 ju
st

ic
e 

w
ill

 fo
rg

et
 y

o
u

.”
“Y

o
u

 
go

 
b

ey
o

n
d

 
d

en
yi

n
g 

yo
u

rs
el

f 
ju

st
ic

e,
 

b
u

t 
yo

u
 

ar
e

d
en

yi
n

g 
m

y c
ru

sa
de

…
”

“I
 k

n
o

w
 o

f 
yo

u
r 

m
is

si
o

n
. 

B
u

t 
th

at
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

to
 w

ai
t 

u
n

til
 I

a
m

 d
o

n
e 

w
ith

 m
y 

m
is

si
o

n
, 

an
d

 t
hi

s 
is

 t
h

e 
se

co
n

d
 t

im
e 

yo
u

 h
av

e
fo

u
n

d
 m

e 
an

d
 a

tt
em

p
te

d
 t

o
 j

u
d

ge
 m

e.
 I

 w
ill

 n
o

t 
al

lo
w

 i
t 

to
h

ap
p

en
 

a 
th

ird
 

tim
e.

” 
V

h
ai

lo
r 

sa
id

 
no

th
in

g 
—

 
n

ev
er

 
h

ad
 

I
so

u
nd

ed
 s

o
 FI

N
A

L
. 

I 
w

as
 p

ro
n

ou
n

ci
n

g 
a 

te
rr

ib
le

 j
u

d
gm

en
t 

o
n

h
im

, 
a 

ju
d

gm
en

t 
th

at
 c

ar
rie

d
 n

o
 ju

st
ic

e 
at

 a
ll.

“I
 a

m
 i

m
m

o
rt

al
, 

V
h

ai
lo

r 
—

 b
ut

 y
o

u
 a

re
 a

…
 s

tr
an

ge
 o

n
e.

Ju
st

ic
e 

h
as

 to
uc

he
d 

yo
u

, 
an

d
 t

h
at

 ju
st

ic
e 

m
a

y 
b

e 
m

o
re

 p
o

w
er

fu
l

th
an

 w
h

at
ev

er
 i

t 
is

 t
h

at
 s

u
st

ai
n

s 
m

e.
 S

til
l, 

ta
ke

 h
ea

rt
: 

I 
d

o
 n

ot
w

is
h

 y
o

u
 t

o
 d

ie
…

 p
er

h
ap

s 
on

e 
d

ay
 I

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
n

ee
d

 o
f 

so
m

eo
n

e
w

h
o

 h
as

 t
h

e 
po

w
er

 t
o

 k
ill

 m
e.

 S
o

 h
er

e 
yo

u
 w

ill
 r

em
ai

n
 u

n
til

 I
co

m
e 

fo
r 

yo
u

.”
T

h
e 

m
e

m
o

ry
 

b
la

ck
en

ed
, 

ru
nn

in
g 

in
to

 
d

ar
kn

es
s,

 
an

d
su

d
d

en
ly

, 
I 

w
as

 f
ac

in
g 

th
e 

sp
ec

tr
al

 V
h

ai
lo

r 
ag

ai
n

, 
h

is
 a

rm
o

re
d

vi
sa

g
e 

e
m

p
ty

 o
f 

fle
sh

 —
 o

n
ly

 t
h

e 
b

u
rn

in
g 

em
b

er
s.

Y
ou

 s
ha

ll
 b

e 
JU

D
G

E
D

. 
A

s 
V

h
ai

lo
r’s

 b
u

rn
in

g 
ga

ze
 f

el
l 

u
p

on
m

e,
 I

 s
u

d
d

en
ly

 f
el

t 
a 

st
ra

n
ge

 s
en

se
 o

f 
d

et
ac

h
m

en
t,

 a
lm

o
st

 a
s 

if 
I

w
a

s 
st

ep
p

in
g 

b
ac

k 
o

u
ts

id
e 

o
f 

m
y 

b
o

d
y.

 
T

h
er

e 
w

as
 

a 
fa

in
t

w
h

is
p

er
, 

a 
cr

a
w

lin
g 

w
ith

in
 m

y 
sk

u
ll,

 a
n

d
 s

u
dd

en
ly

 I
 k

n
ew

 t
h

at
n

o
 m

at
te

r 
w

h
at

 V
h

ai
lo

r cl
ai

m
ed

 to
 s

ee
, 

h
e 

w
o

u
ld

 o
n

ly
 s

ee
 w

h
at

 I
W

IS
H

E
D

 h
im

 t
o

 s
ee

. 
I 

kn
e

w
 t

h
at

 e
ve

n
 t

h
e 

si
m

p
le

st
 o

f 
d

ec
ep

tio
n

s
h

e 
m

u
st

 a
cc

ep
t 

—
 I 

w
a

s 
a 

cl
o

se
d

 b
oo

k 
to

 h
im

.

U
nb

ro
ke

n 
C

ir
cl

e 
O

f 
Z

er
th

im
on

, P
ar

t I
75

co
nf

ig
ur

at
io

n.
 U

po
n 

th
e 

ri
ng

s 
w

er
e 

a 
se

ri
es

 o
f 

sy
m

bo
ls

; 
th

e
sc

ri
pt

 w
as

 l
ik

e 
no

 w
ri

ti
ng

 I
 h

ad
 e

ve
r 

se
en

: 
it

 w
as

 a
 s

er
ie

s 
of

in
te

rl
oc

ki
ng

 
ge

om
et

ri
es

, 
w

it
h 

ci
rc

le
s 

pr
e-

do
m

in
at

in
g.

 
Ju

st
lo

ok
in

g 
at

 i
t, 

I 
kn

ew
 t

he
 s

ym
bo

ls
 a

nd
 k

ne
w

 I
 c

ou
ld

 r
ea

d 
th

em
.

O
nc

e 
ag

ai
n 

I 
ha

d 
us

ed
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
I 

po
ss

es
se

d,
 b

ut
 c

ou
ld

 n
ot

re
m

em
be

r 
ge

tt
in

g.
 I

 r
ea

d 
th

e 
fi

rs
t c

ir
cl

e.
“K

no
w

 th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

th
e 

F
irs

t P
eo

pl
e.

”
“O

n
ce

 a
ll 

w
a

s 
ch

ao
s.

 T
h

e 
F

ir
st

 P
eo

p
le

 w
er

e 
th

o
u

gh
t 

d
ra

w
n

fr
o

m
 c

h
ao

s.
 W

h
en

 t
h

e 
F

irs
t 

P
eo

p
le

 c
am

e 
to

 
kn

ow
 t

h
em

se
lv

e
s,

th
ey

 w
er

e 
ch

ao
s 

n
o

 lo
n

ge
r,

 a
n

d
 b

ec
a

m
e 

fle
sh

.”
“W

ith
 t

h
ei

r 
th

o
u

gh
ts

 a
n

d k
no

w
in

g 
o

f 
m

at
te

r,
 t

h
e 

P
eo

p
le

sh
ap

ed
 t

h
e 

F
irs

t 
W

o
rld

 a
nd

 d
w

el
le

d
 t

h
er

e 
w

ith
 t

h
ei

r 
kn

ow
in

g 
to

su
st

ai
n

 th
em

.”
“Y

et
 t

h
e 

fle
sh

 w
as

 n
e

w
 t

o
 t

h
e 

P
eo

p
le

 a
nd

 w
ith

 it
, 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

ca
m

e 
n

o
t 

to
 kn

ow
 

th
em

se
lv

es
. 

T
h

e 
fle

sh
 

ga
ve

 
ris

e 
to

 
n

ew
th

ou
gh

ts
. 

G
re

ed
 

an
d

 
h

at
es

, 
p

ai
n

s 
an

d
 

jo
ys

, 
je

al
o

u
si

es
 

an
d

d
o

ub
ts

. 
A

ll 
o

f 
th

es
e 

fe
d

 o
n

 e
ac

h
 o

th
er

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

m
in

d
s 

o
f 

th
e

P
eo

p
le

 
w

er
e 

d
iv

id
ed

. 
In

 
th

ei
r 

d
iv

is
io

n
, 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

 
w

er
e

p
u

ni
sh

ed
.”

“T
h

e 
e

m
o

tio
n

s 
o

f 
th

e 
fle

sh
 w

er
e 

st
ro

n
g.

 T
h

e 
gr

e
ed

 a
n

d
h

at
es

, 
th

e 
p

ai
n

s 
an

d
 jo

ys
, 

th
e 

je
al

o
u

si
es

 a
n

d
 d

ou
bt

s,
 a

ll 
o

f 
th

es
e

se
rv

ed
 a

s 
a 

gu
id

in
g 

st
o

n
e 

to
 e

n
em

ie
s.

 I
n

 b
ec

o
m

in
g 

fle
sh

, 
th

e
F

irs
t 

P
eo

p
le

 b
ec

am
e 

en
sl

a
ve

d
 t

o
 t

ho
se

 w
h

o
 

kn
ew

 f
le

sh
 o

nl
y 

as
to

o
ls

 fo
r 

th
ei

r 
w

ill
. K

no
w

 th
es

e 
b

ea
st

s 
w

er
e 

th
e 

il
li

th
id

s.
”

“T
h

e 
il

li
th

id
s 

w
er

e 
a 

ra
ce

 
th

at
 

h
ad

 
co

m
e 

n
o

t 
to

 
kn

ow
th

em
se

lv
es

. 
T

h
e

y 
h

ad
 le

ar
n

ed
 h

o
w

 t
o

 m
ak

e 
o

th
er

 r
ac

es
 n

o
t 

kn
ow

th
em

se
lv

es
.”

“T
h

e
y 

w
er

e 
th

e 
te

n
ta

cl
ed

 o
n

es
. 

T
h

e
y 

liv
ed

 i
n

 f
le

sh
 a

n
d

 s
aw

fle
sh

 a
s 

to
o

ls
 f

o
r 

th
ei

r 
w

ill
. 

T
h

ei
r 

b
lo

od
 w

as
 a

s 
w

at
er

 a
n

d
 t

h
ey

sh
ap

ed
 m

in
d

s 
w

ith
 t

h
ei

r 
th

o
u

gh
ts

. 
W

h
en

 t
h

e 
ill

ith
id

s 
ca

m
e 

u
p

o
n

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

, 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
 w

er
e 

a 
p

eo
p

le
 n

o 
m

o
re

. 
T

h
e 

P
eo

p
le

b
ec

a
m

e 
sl

a
ve

s.
”

“T
h

e 
il

li
th

id
s 

to
o

k 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
F

ir
st

 W
o

rl
d

 a
n

d
b

ro
u

gh
t 

th
em

 t
o

 t
h

e 
F

al
se

 W
o

rl
d

s.
 A

s 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
 l

ab
o

re
d

 u
po

n
th

e 
F

al
se

 W
o

rld
s,

 t
h

e il
lit

hi
ds

 ta
u

gh
t 

th
em

 t
h

e 
W

a
y 

o
f 

th
e 

F
le

sh
.

T
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
em

, 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
 c

am
e 

to
 

kn
ow

 l
o

ss
. 

T
h

ey
 c

a
m

e 
to

kn
ow

 s
u

ffe
rin

g.
 T

h
e

y 
ca

m
e 

to
 

kn
ow

 d
ea

th
, 

bo
th

 o
f 

th
e 

b
od

y 
an

d
m

in
d

. 
T

h
e

y 
ca

m
e 

to
 kn

ow
 w

h
at

 i
t 

is
 t

o
 b

e 
th

e 
h

er
d

 o
f 

an
o

th
er

an
d

 h
av

e 
th

ei
r 

fle
sh

 c
on

su
m

ed
. 

T
h

e
y 

ca
m

e 
to

 
kn

ow
 th

e 
ho

rr
o

r 
o

f
b

ei
n

g 
m

ad
e 

to
 fe

el
 jo

y 
in

 s
u

ch
 th

in
gs

.”
“T

h
e 

U
n

b
ro

ke
n

 C
irc

le
 is

 th
e kn

ow
in

g 
o

f 
h

o
w

 t
h

e 
P

eo
p

le
 lo

st
th

em
se

lv
es

. 
A

n
d

 h
o

w
 t

h
ey

 c
a

m
e 

to
 

kn
ow

 th
em

se
lv

es
 a

g
ai

n
.”
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U

nbroken C
ircle O

f Z
erthim

on, P
art I

I talked to D
ak’kon about w

hat I had read. H
e asked w

hat I
had com

e to know
. I kn

ew
 h

e w
asn

’t re
ferrin

g to
 th

e su
rface

sto
ry o

f h
o

w
 th

e Illith
id

s en
slaved

 h
is p

eo
p

le, bu
t w

h
at lay

b
eh

ind
 it

“S
tren

gth
 

lies 
in

 
kn

o
w

in
g 

on
eself. 

I 
learn

ed
 

th
at 

o
n

ce
so

m
eo

n
e d

o
es n

ot 
know

 th
em

selve
s, th

ey are lo
st. T

h
ey b

eco
m

e
to

o
ls fo

r o
th

ers.”
“Y

o
u

 h
ave co

m
e to

 know
 th

e F
irst C

ircle o
f Z

erth
im

o
n

. Y
ou

n
o

t o
nly see th

e w
o

rd
s o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
, yo

u
 h

ave co
m

e to
 

know
th

em
.” 

D
a

k'ko
n

 
h

eld 
up

 
th

e 
C

ircle 
an

d
 

h
oo

ked
 

his 
fin

gers
aro

u
nd

 th
e ed

ges. T
h

ere w
as a 
click, an

d
 th

e p
lates o

f th
e C

ircle
slid

 in
to

 a n
ew

 co
n

figu
ratio

n
. H

e reversed
 th

e m
o

tio
n

, sealin
g

th
e ston

e. “Know
 th

e S
eco

n
d C

ircle o
f Z

erth
im

o
n

 is o
p

en
 to

yo
u

. S
tu

d
y it, th

en
 I w

ill h
ear yo

u
r w

o
rd

s.” I read
 th

e seco
nd

circle.
“K

now
 th

at flesh
 can

n
o

t m
ark steel. 

K
now

 th
at steel m

a
y

m
ark flesh

. In
 know

ing th
is, Z

erth
im

o
n

 b
ecam

e free.”
“K

now
 th

at th
e ten

tacled
 on

es w
ere o

f flesh
. T

h
e

y relied
 o

n
th

e flesh
 an

d
 u

sed
 it as to

o
ls fo

r their w
ill. O

n
e o

f th
e p

laces
w

h
ere flesh

 served
 th

eir w
ill w

as th
e F

ield
s o

f H
u

sks o
n

 th
e

F
alse W

o
rld

s o
f th

e illithids.”
“T

h
e F

ield
s w

ere w
h

ere th
e b

o
d

ies o
f th

e P
eo

p
le w

ere cast
after th

e illithids h
ad

 co
n

su
m

ed
 th

eir b
rain

s. W
h

en
 th

e b
rain

 h
ad

b
een

 d
evo

u
red

, th
e hu

sks ca
m

e to
 b

e fertilizer to
 gro

w
 th

e
p

o
ison

-stem
m

ed
 gra

sses o
f th

e 
illithids. Z

erth
im

o
n

 w
o

rked
 th

e
F

ield
s w

ith
 no

 know
ing o

f h
im

self o
r w

h
at h

e h
ad

 b
eco

m
e. H

e
w

a
s a to

o
l o

f flesh
, an

d
 th

e flesh
 w

as co
n

ten
t.”

“It w
a

s u
p

on
 th

ese F
ield

s th
at Z

erth
im

o
n

 cam
e to

 
know

 th
e

scrip
tu

re o
f steel. D

u
rin

g o
n

e o
f th

e tu
rn

in
gs, as Z

erth
im

o
n

tilled
 th

e F
ield

s w
ith

 h
is h

an
d

s, h
e cam

e acro
ss a h

u
sk w

h
o

se
b

rain
 rem

ain
ed

 w
ith

in
 it. It h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 u

sed
 as fo

o
d

. Y
et it

w
a

s d
ead

.”
“T

h
e th

o
u

gh
t th

at o
n

e o
f th

e hu
sks h

ad
 d

ied
 a d

eath w
ith

o
ut

servin
g as fo

o
d

 fo
r th

e illithids w
as a th

ou
gh

t Z
erth

im
o

n
 h

ad
d

ifficu
lty u

n
d

erstan
d

in
g. F

ro
m

 th
at th

ou
gh

t, cam
e a d

esire to
know

 w
h

at h
ad

 h
app

en
ed

 to
 th

e h
usk.”

“E
m

b
ed

d
ed

 in
 th

e sku
ll o

f th
e h

u
sk w

as a steel b
lad

e. It h
ad

p
ierced

 th
e b

on
e. Z

erthim
o

n
 realized

 th
at w

as w
h

at h
ad

 killed
th

e hu
sk. T

h
e steel h

ad
 m

arked
 th

e flesh
, b

ut th
e flesh

 h
ad

 no
t

m
arked

 th
e steel.”

“Z
erth

im
o

n
 to

o
k th

e blad
e an

d stud
ied

 its su
rface. In

 it, h
e

sa
w

 h
is reflectio

n
. It w

as in
 th

e reflectio
n

 o
f th

e steel th
at

Z
erth

im
o

n
 first knew

 h
im

self. Its ed
ge w

as sh
arp

, its w
ill th

e

V
hailor

377

badgering of A
nnah had m

ade m
e angry; how

 could anyone
w

ho lived in the H
ive and refused to be a victim

 not be guilty of
som

e crim
es?

“V
h

ailo
r, sto

p
 th

is. 
N

o
w

. 
I 

w
o

n
’t 

h
ave 

yo
u

 
q

u
estion

in
g

h
er.”JU

ST
IC

E gives m
e the R

IG
H

T. G
uilt C

L
O

A
K

S her like a second
skin.“I to

ld yo
u

 to
 sto

p
, V

h
ailo

r, and
 I m

ean
t it.”

So the w
hore that is 

M
E

R
C

Y show
s itself. 

W
E

A
K

N
E

SS has
poisoned your heart.

“H
as it? T

h
en

 ju
d

ge m
e, V

h
ailo

r —
 if yo

u
 fin

d
 m

e w
an

tin
g,

th
en

 p
ass sen

ten
ce o

n
 

m
e
.”

W
H

O
 A

R
E

 Y
O

U
 T

O
 Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
 A

 SE
R

V
A

N
T

 O
F

 JU
ST

IC
E?

 Y
O

U
 A

R
E

N
O

T
H

IN
G

. YO
U

 A
R

E
 A

 SH
E

LL. I W
IL

L
 N

O
W

 SE
A

R
C

H
 YO

U
R

 H
E

A
R

T. W
E

SH
A

L
L SE

E
 IF

 YO
U

 A
R

E
 F

O
U

N
D

 W
A

N
T

IN
G

. A
s V

h
ailo

r’s bu
rnin

g red
e

yes fell u
p

o
n m

e, I felt th
em

 tearin
g at m

y skin
, b

listerin
g it,

th
en

 p
eelin

g it b
ack —

 b
u

t th
ere w

as n
o

 p
ain

, ju
st a w

ash
 o

f
d

izzin
ess an

d
 a sen

se o
f 

drow
ning. A

s h
is eyes b

u
rn

ed
 in

to
 m

e, I
felt a m

e
m

o
ry stir…

T
h

e b
u

rn
in

g red
 eyes gre

w
 b

righ
ter, to

 alm
o

st b
lin

din
g, th

en
I w

as FA
C

IN
G

 V
h

ailo
r, b

u
t w

h
ere th

ere w
a

s h
o

llo
w

 sp
ace b

efo
re

th
ere w

as fle
sh

 —
 a scarred, ebony-skinned m

an glared from
beneath the helm

et, his eyes like fires as he regarded m
e. T

he
arm

or w
as gleam

ing, and his face w
as locked in fury. H

e had
co

m
e
 for m

e.
“Y

o
u

 h
ave fo

u
n

d m
e, V

h
ailo

r. Y
o

u h
ave traveled

 a lo
n

g
w

a
y…

 I im
agin

e it w
as n

o
t easy fin

d
in

g m
e.”

“Ju
stice led

 m
e to

 yo
u

. W
h

ere yo
u

 w
alk, yo

u
 leave a trail o

f
SU

FFE
R

IN
G

.” T
h

e m
an

’s vo
ice ru

m
b

led
, b

ut th
ere w

as n
o

 ech
o

,
n

o
n

e o
f V

h
ailo

r’s sp
ectral vo

ice, just an
ger and

 fu
ry an

d
 flesh

an
d

 bloo
d

…
 h

e w
as d

an
gero

u
s, b

ut th
is w

as n
o

 sp
ectral fo

rce,
o

n
ly a m

an
, an

d
 I h

ad
 d

efeated
 m

an
y su

ch
 m

en
. “I w

ill see yo
u

b
rou

gh
t b

efo
re th

e S
igilian

 cou
rts and

 p
un

ish
ed

. If yo
u

 d
en

y it,
th

en
 SA

Y
 it, an

d
 I sh

all ju
d

ge yo
u

.”
“I d

en
y it. Ju

d
ge m

e…
 th

en
 I sh

all ju
d

ge yo
u

.”
“Ju

d
ge M

E?” V
h

ailo
r’s eyes burned and

 h
e gripp

ed
 h

is axe
tigh

tly, th
e m

u
scle co

rd
s in

 h
is n

eck an
d

 arm
 tigh

ten
in

g as h
e

b
egan

 to
 sw

in
g it, slo

w
ly, m

en
acin

gly. “Y
o

u
 h

ave n
o

 
R

IG
H

T to
ju

d
ge m

e.”
“Y

es, I h
ave, V

h
ailo

r, fo
r I kno

w
 yo

u
r h

eart —
 an

d
 m

y
p

o
w

er give
s m

e th
e righ

t to
 jud

ge yo
u

. B
u

t I sh
all no

t ju
d

ge yo
u

n
o

w
: Y

o
u

 m
u

st rest w
ith

in
 th

is cage u
n

til th
e d

ay I can
 set yo

u
fre

e to
 w

alk th
e P

lan
es o

n
ce m

o
re.” A

s m
y in

carn
atio

n
 said

 th
e
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V
ha

ilo
r

Y
ou

 a
re

 W
E

A
K

, S
U

C
C

U
B

U
S.

 Y
ou

 a
re

 a
s 

W
E

A
K

 a
s 

al
l 

yo
ur

 K
IN

D
.

W
he

re
 y

ou
r 

K
IN

D
 s

ed
uc

es
 w

it
h 

th
e 

F
L

E
SH

, 
M

E
R

C
Y 

ha
s 

SE
D

U
C

E
D

yo
u.

 Y
ou

 a
re

 M
E

R
C

Y’
S 

W
H

O
R

E
. Y

o
u

 a
re 

N
O

T
H

IN
G

.
F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 d

re
w

 h
er

se
lf 

u
p

 a
t 

th
is

. 
“

A
m

 I
, 

V
h

ai
lo

r?
T

h
en

 ju
dg

e 
m

e 
w

ith
 y

o
u

r 
si

gh
t,

 s
ee

 if
 y

o
u

 f
in

d
 m

e 
w

an
tin

g.
 S

ee
if 

yo
u

 c
an

 fi
n

d
 t

h
e 

w
ea

kn
es

s 
th

at
 y

o
u

 c
la

im
 e

at
s 

at
 m

e.
”

V
h

ai
lo

r’s
 e

ye
s 

fla
re

d
 a

s 
h

e 
st

ar
ed

 a
t 

F
al

l-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

, 
th

e
tw

o
 e

m
b

er
s 

b
u

rn
in

g 
lik

e 
to

rc
h

es
. 

F
al

l-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

 m
et

 h
is

 g
az

e
st

ea
d

ily
, 

h
er

 e
ye

s 
cr

ys
ta

l a
n

d
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
.

T
he

 R
O

O
T

S 
of

 W
E

A
K

N
E

SS
 a

re
 t

he
re

. 
Y

ou
 B

E
LI

E
V

E
 y

ou
rs

el
f

ST
R

O
N

G
, b

ut
 M

E
R

C
Y 

w
il

l 
fe

ed
 u

po
n 

th
e 

ro
ot

s.
 I

t 
w

ill
 D

E
V

O
U

R
 y

ou
r

W
IL

L
.”

 V
h

ai
lo

r 
p

au
se

d
 fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 a

n
d

 h
is

 n
ex

t 
w

o
rd

s 
fe

ll 
lik

e
a 

h
am

m
er

. Y
et

…
 O

T
H

E
R
 w

ea
kn

es
se

s 
do

 y
ou

 H
O

L
D

 in
 y

ou
r 

H
E

A
R

T
,

su
cc

ub
us

. 
T

ha
t 

is
 w

ha
t 

M
Y 

ey
es

 s
ee

. 
Y

ou
 C

A
R

E
. 

In
 C

A
R

IN
G

, 
yo

u
ha

ve
 b

ec
om

e 
W

E
A

K
.

“O
n

 t
h

at
 p

o
in

t,
 w

e 
ar

e 
d

iv
id

ed
, V

h
ai

lo
r.

” 
G

ra
ce

 r
ep

lie
d

.
“W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 s

ee
 w

h
en

 y
o

u
 lo

o
k 

at
 A

n
n

ah
?”

 I
 a

sk
ed

.
T

he
 t

ie
fl

in
g 

is
 T

A
IN

T
E

D
 b

y 
th

e 
L

ow
er

 P
la

ne
s.

 H
er

 b
lo

od
le

av
es

 n
o 

R
O

O
M

 f
or

 l
oy

al
ty

 t
o 

JU
ST

IC
E
. S

he
 u

nd
er

st
an

ds
 J

U
ST

IC
E
,

bu
t 

sh
e 

IG
N

O
R

E
S 

it
. 

V
h

ai
lo

r’s
 e

ye
s 

fla
re

d
 t

o
 t

o
rc

h
es

. 
Sh

e 
w

il
l 

no
t

IG
N

O
R

E
 M

E
. 

A
n

n
ah

’s
 e

ye
s 

n
ar

ro
w

ed
 a

t 
h

is
 w

o
rd

s.
“Y

eh
 b

es
t 

b
e 

ke
ep

in
’ 

ye
r 

b
lin

d
 e

ye
 o

ff 
m

e,
 s

p
ir

it!
 I

'll
 h

av
e

n
o

 d
ea

lin
’s

 w
ith

 y
eh

, 
so

 I
 w

o
n

’t.
”

T
ie

fl
in

g,
 

A
N

SW
E

R
 

m
e:

 
H

av
e 

yo
u 

ev
er

 
co

m
m

it
te

d 
an

IN
JU

ST
IC

E
? 

A
s 

V
h

ai
lo

r’s
 e

ye
s 

fe
ll 

u
p

o
n

 A
n

n
ah

, 
sh

e 
fli

n
ch

ed
, 

as
if 

b
u

rn
ed

.
“N

a
y,

 s
p

ir
it,

 a
n

d 
ye

h
'v

e 
n

o
 b

u
si

n
es

s 
a-

q
u

es
tio

n
in

’ 
m

e,
 y

eh
d

o
n’

t.
”

JU
ST

IC
E
 g

iv
es

 m
e 

th
e 

R
IG

H
T
.

“A
ye

? 
A

n
’ 

w
h

at
 j

u
st

ic
e 

m
ig

h
t TH

A
T
 b

e?
! 

Y
er

 j
u

st
ic

e 
is

 n
o

t
M

Y
 ju

st
ic

e 
—

 it
’s

 a
s 

h
o

llo
w

 a
s 

ye
r 

su
it 

o
’ 

ar
m

o
r!

 Y
eh

 m
a

ke
 y

er
O

W
N

 ju
st

ic
e 

w
h

ic
h

 y
eh

 b
lin

d
ly

 ig
n

o
re

 w
h

en
 it

 c
o

m
es

 t
ae

 ju
d

gi
n

’
yo

u
rs

el
f!”

M
er

cy
ki

ll
er

s 
A

R
E
 j

us
ti

ce
. 

O
ur

 a
ct

io
ns

 a
re

 A
B

O
V

E
 q

ue
st

io
n,

T
IE

F
L

IN
G

.
“O

h
, 

ay
e?

 W
el

l, 
ye

h
 a

n
d

 y
er

 
M

er
cy

ki
ll

er
s 

sw
u

n
g 

m
an

y 
o

’
m

e 
fr

ie
n

d
s 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

le
a

fle
ss

 t
re

e 
in

 t
h

e 
n

am
e 

o
’ j

u
st

ic
e 

w
h

en
 t

h
e

in
cl

in
at

io
n

 s
tr

u
ck

 y
eh

! 
B

u
rn

 i
n 

B
aa

to
r’s

 f
ire

s,
 y

eh
 c

u
rs

ed
 h

al
f-

d
ea

d
 t

h
in

g,
 a

nd
 m

a
y 

th
e 

P
o

w
er

s 
w

at
er

 o
n

 y
eh

 f
er

 g
o

o
d

 m
ea

su
re

!
I 

w
is

h
 y

er
 a

rm
o

r 
ta

 b
e 

d
ro

p
p

ed
 i

n
ta

 t
h

e 
F

o
un

d
ry

’s
 v

at
s 

an
’

m
el

te
d

 d
o

w
n

 s
o

 th
at

 n
o

t 
a 

p
la

te
 r

em
ai

n
s!

”
F

or
 t

he
 L

A
ST

 t
im

e,
 t

ie
fl

in
g,

 h
av

e 
yo

u 
ev

er
 c

om
m

it
te

d 
an

in
ju

st
ic

e?
 R

E
F

U
SA

L
 t

o 
an

sw
er

 i
s 

an
 a

dm
is

si
on

 o
f 

G
U

IL
T
. 

H
is

U
nb

ro
ke

n 
C

ir
cl

e 
O

f 
Z

er
th

im
on

, P
ar

t I
77

w
ea

re
r’s

. 
It

 w
as

 t
he

 b
la

de
 t

ha
t 

w
ou

ld
 c

om
e 

to
 b

e 
ra

is
ed

 a
ga

in
st

G
ith

 w
h

en
 Z

er
th

im
o

n
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

P
ro

no
un

ce
m

en
t 

o
f T

w
o

 S
ki

es
.”

“Z
er

th
im

o
n

 k
ep

t 
th

e 
b

la
d

e 
fo

r 
m

an
y 

tu
rn

in
gs

, 
an

d
 m

an
y

w
er

e 
th

e 
th

ou
gh

ts
 h

e 
h

ad
 a

b
ou

t 
it.

 H
e 

u
se

d
 it

 in
 t

h
e 

fie
ld

s 
to

 a
id

h
is

 w
o

rk
. 

In
 u

si
n

g 
it,

 h
e 

th
o

u
gh

t 
ab

o
u

t h
o

w
 it

 w
as

 n
o

t u
se

d
.”

“T
h

e 
il

li
th

id
s 

w
er

e 
p

o
w

er
fu

l. 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 h

ad
 b

el
ie

ve
d

 t
h

at
th

er
e 

w
as

 n
o

th
in

g 
th

at
 t

h
ey

 d
id

 n
o

t 
kn

ow
. 
Y

et
 t

h
e 

ill
ith

id
s 

ne
ve

r
ca

rr
ie

d
 t

o
o

ls
 o

f 
st

ee
l. 

T
h

e
y 

o
n

ly
 u

se
d

 f
le

sh
 a

s 
to

o
ls

. 
E

ve
ry

th
in

g
w

a
s 

d
o

n
e 

th
ro

u
gh

 f
le

sh
, 

fo
r 

th
e 

te
nt

ac
le

d
 o

n
es

 w
er

e 
m

ad
e 

o
f

fle
sh

 a
n

d
 t

h
ey

 kn
ew

 fl
e

sh
. 

Y
et

 s
te

el
 w

a
s 

su
p

er
io

r 
to

 f
le

sh
. 

W
h

en
th

e 
b

la
d

e 
h

ad
 k

ill
ed

 t
h

e 
h

u
sk

, 
it 

w
as

 t
h

e 
fle

sh
 t

h
at

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
w

e
ak

er
 t

h
an

 t
h

e 
st

ee
l.”

“I
t 

w
a

s 
th

en
 t

h
at

 Z
er

th
im

o
n

 c
am

e 
to

 
kn

ow
 t

h
at

 f
le

sh
 y

ie
ld

ed
to

 
st

ee
l. 

In
 k

no
w

in
g 

th
at

, 
h

e 
ca

m
e 

to
 kn

ow
 

th
at

 
st

ee
l 

w
as

st
ro

n
ge

r 
th

an
 t

h
e ill

it
hi

ds
.”

“S
te

el
 b

ec
a

m
e 

th
e 

sc
rip

tu
re

 o
f 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

. 
K

no
w

 th
at

 s
te

el
 is

th
e 

sc
rip

tu
re

 b
y 

w
h

ic
h

 t
h

e 
P

eo
p

le
 c

am
e 

to
 

kn
ow

 fr
ee

d
o

m
.”

A
ga

in
, 

w
h

en
 I

 w
as

 d
o

n
e 

D
ak

'k
o

n
 a

sk
ed

 m
e 

w
h

at
 I

 h
ad

le
ar

n
ed

.
“I

 l
ea

rn
ed

 t
h

at
 n

o
t kn

ow
in

g 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
ca

n
 b

e 
a 

to
o

l, 
ju

st
lik

e 
fle

sh
 a

n
d

 s
te

el
, 

if 
up

on
 e

n
co

u
n

te
rin

g 
it,

 y
o

u
 a

tt
em

p
t 

to
 

kn
ow

its
 n

at
u

re
 a

nd
 h

o
w

 it
 c

am
e 

to
 b

e.
”

“Y
o

u
 h

av
e 

se
en

 t
h

e 
w

o
rd

s 
an

d
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
se

en
 b

ey
o

n
d

 t
h

em
.

Y
o

u
 h

av
e 

co
m

e 
to

 kn
ow

 t
h

e 
S

ec
o

nd
 C

irc
le

 o
f 

Z
er

th
im

o
n

.”
 H

e
to

o
k 

th
e 

C
irc

le
 a

n
d

 w
ith

 a
 d

ef
t 

m
o

tio
n

, 
h

e 
tw

is
te

d
 o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e

lin
ks

 s
o

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
p

la
te

s 
sl

id
 f

o
rt

h 
—

 b
u

t 
st

ra
n

ge
ly

 e
n

o
u

gh
, 

th
e

st
o

n
e 

st
ill

 a
p

p
ea

re
d

 in
ta

ct
. 

H
e 

h
an

d
ed

 t
h

e 
p

la
te

 t
o 

m
e.

 “
M

ed
ita

te
u

p
on

 
th

is
 

te
ac

h
in

g,
 

an
d 

th
e kn

ow
in

g 
o

f 
it 

sh
al

l 
gi

ve
 

yo
u

st
re

n
gt

h
. 

W
h

en
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
ab

so
rb

ed
 i

t, 
yo

u
 s

h
al

l 
kn

ow
 m

o
re

.”
 I

re
al

iz
ed

 h
e 

h
ad

 g
iv

en
 m

e 
th

e 
gi

th
ze

ra
i 

eq
u

iv
al

en
t 

o
f 

a 
sc

ro
ll,

th
at

 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e 
ab

le
 

to
 

co
p

y 
in

to
 

m
y 

sp
el

l 
b

o
o

k.
 

H
e 

al
so

u
n

lo
ck

ed
 

th
e 

th
ir

d 
ci

rc
le

 
o

f 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 

fo
r 

m
e.

 
M

y 
fa

tig
u

e
fo

rg
o

tt
en

, 
I 

se
tt

le
d

 d
o

w
n

 to
 s

tu
d

y 
it.

“Z
er

th
im

o
n

 l
ab

o
re

d 
m

an
y 

tu
rn

in
gs

 f
o

r 
th

e ill
it

hi
d 

A
rl

at
h

ii
T

w
ic

e-
D

ec
e

as
ed

 a
n

d
 h

is
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 i

n
 t

h
e 

ca
ve

rn
o

u
s 

h
ea

ve
n

s
o

f 
th

e 
F

al
se

 W
o

rld
s.

 H
is

 d
u

tie
s 

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
b

ro
ke

n
 t

h
e 

b
ac

ks
 o

f
m

an
y 

o
th

er
s,

 b
u

t 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 l

ab
o

re
d

 o
n

, 
su

ffe
ri

n
g 

to
rm

en
t 

an
d

ex
h

au
st

io
n

.”
“I

t 
ca

m
e 

to
 p

as
s 

th
at

 t
h

e il
li

th
id

 A
rla

th
ii 

T
w

ic
e-

D
ec

ea
se

d
o

rd
er

ed
 Z

er
th

im
o

n
 b

ef
o

re
 h

im
 i

n
 h

is
 m

an
y-

ve
in

ed
 g

al
le

ria
. 

H
e

cl
ai

m
ed

 t
h

at
 Z

er
th

im
o

n
 h

ad
 c

o
m

m
itt

ed
 s

lig
h

ts
 o

f 
o

b
st

in
an

ce
 a

n
d

co
w

ar
d

ic
e 

a
ga

in
st

 h
is

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

. 
T

h
e 

cl
ai

m
 h

ad
 n

o
 w

ei
gh

t 
o

f
tr

u
th

, 
fo

r 
A

rl
at

h
ii 

on
ly

 w
is

h
ed

 t
o

 kn
ow

 i
f 

fla
m

es
 r

a
ge

d
 w

ith
in
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U

nbroken C
ircle O

f Z
erthim

on, P
art I

Z
erth

im
o

n
’s h

eart. H
e w

ish
ed

 to 
know

 if Z
erthim

o
n

’s h
eart w

as
o

n
e o

f a slave o
r o

f a reb
el.”

“Z
erth

im
o

n
 

su
rren

d
ered 

to
 th

e 
illithid pun

ish
m

en
t 

rath
er

th
an

 reveal h
is n

ew
-fo

u
n

d
 stren

gth. H
e 

knew
 th

at w
ere h

e to
sh

o
w

 th
e h

atred
 in

 h
is h

eart, it w
o

u
ld

 serve n
o

th
in

g, and
 it

w
o

u
ld

 h
arm

 o
th

ers 
th

at 
felt 

as 
h

e. 
H

e 
ch

o
se 

to 
en

du
re 

th
e

p
u

nish
m

en
t an

d
 w

as p
laced

 w
ith

in
 th

e P
illars o

f S
ilen

ce so
 h

e
m

igh
t su

ffer fo
r a tu

rn
in

g.”
“La

sh
ed

 u
po

n th
e P

illars, Z
erth

im
o

n
 m

o
ved

 h
is m

in
d

 to
 a

p
lace w

h
ere p

ain
 co

u
ld

 no
t reach

, leavin
g h

is bo
d

y b
eh

ind
. H

e
lasted

 
a 

tu
rnin

g, 
and

 
w

h
en

 
h

e 
w

as 
b

ro
u

ght 
b

efo
re 

A
rlath

ii
T

w
ice-D

ece
ased

, h
e gave gratitu

d
e fo

r h
is p

un
ish

m
en

t to
 th

e
illithid as w

as cu
sto

m
. In

 so
 do

in
g, h

e p
ro

ved
 h

im
self a sla

ve in
th

e illithid eyes w
h

ile h
is h

eart rem
ain

ed
 free.”

“B
y en

d
u

rin
g 

and
 q

u
en

chin
g 

th
e 

fires 
o

f 
h

is 
h

atred, 
h

e
allo

w
ed

 A
rlath

ii T
w

ice-D
eceased

 to
 th

in
k h

im
 w

eak. W
h

en
 th

e
tim

e o
f th

e R
isin

g cam
e, A

rlath
ii w

as th
e first o

f th
e 

illithid to
know

 d
eath b

y Z
erth

im
o

n
’s h

and
 and

 die a th
ird

 d
eath

.”
I co

n
sid

ered th
e m

essa
ge o

f th
e th

ird
 circle fo

r a lon
g w

h
ile,

an
d

 realized
 its essen

ce co
u

ld
 b

e su
m

m
ed

 u
p

 in
 a sayin

g I h
ad

h
eard

 D
ak'ko

n
 u

se. I told
 h

im
 I h

ad
 co

m
e to

 
know

 th
e th

ird
circle.

“E
n

d
u

re. In
 en

du
rin

g, gro
w

 stro
n

g.”
T

h
e w

o
rd

s I spo
ke see

m
ed

 to
 strike D

ak'ko
n

 stran
gely…

 as
I sp

o
ke th

em
, h

is fo
reh

ead
 creased

, th
en

 resettled in
to

 its no
rm

al
p

assive 
exp

ressio
n

. 
H

e 
gave 

m
e 

an
o

th
er 

gith
zerai 

‘sp
ell,’

u
n

lo
cked

 so
m

eh
o

w
 fro

m
 th

e circle. I w
o

n
d

ered
 if th

ere w
as

m
o

re to
 learn

.
“V

ery w
ell…

 is th
ere m

o
re yo

u
 can

 teach
 m

e?”
A

s 
I 

asked
 

th
e 

w
o

rd
s, 

I 
su

dd
en

ly 
n

o
ticed 

th
at 

D
ak'ko

n
w

a
sn

’t lo
o

kin
g at m

e. H
e w

a
s h

o
ldin

g th
e U

n
b

ro
ken

 C
ircle in

h
is h

and
s, stu

d
yin

g it. H
is blad

e h
ad taken

 on
 th

e sam
e textu

re
as th

e U
n

b
ro

ken
 C

ircle…
 an

d D
ak'ko

n
 su

d
d

enly see
m

ed
 

older
so

m
eh

o
w

.
“D

ak'ko
n

?” I asked
, co

n
cern

ed
.

D
ak'ko

n
’s b

lack e
yes ro

se fro
m

 th
e C

ircle an
d

 lo
o

ked
 at m

e.
“K

now
 th

at I did
 n

ot b
elieve yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
 co

m
e to

 
know

 th
e

teach
in

gs o
f th

e C
ircle. It is…

 a d
ifficu

lt p
ath

 yo
u

 w
ill w

alk in
learn

in
g th

e W
ay o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
. Is yo

u
r m

in
d

 fo
cu

sed
 o

n th
is

m
atter?”

W
h

en
 I assu

red
 h

im
 it w

as, h
e u

n
locked

 th
e fo

u
rth

 circle fo
r

m
e. I glan

ced
 at w

h
at w

as b
efo

re m
e, w

h
ich

 co
n

cern
ed

 a traito
r

to
 th

eir p
eop

le. B
u

t it w
as late, an

d
 I co

uld
n’t see w

h
at th

is

V
hailor

375

for all w
ho

 B
E

TR
A

Y justice, I am
 their F

A
T

E. A
nd fate carries an

E
X

E
C

U
T

IO
N

E
R’S A

X
E.

“A
n

d
 h

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 when to

 disp
en

se ju
stice?”

JU
ST

IC
E sees through m

y eyes. T
he E

YE
S of a M

E
R

C
YK

IL
LE

R

can see the C
R

A
C

K
S of W

E
A

K
N

E
SS, the F

R
A

IL
TIE

S, the w
ounds of

M
E

R
C

Y upon the 
H

E
A

R
T. In 

SE
E

IN
G

, I 
K

N
O

W
 the guilty. I 

K
N

O
W

their F
E

A
R. I w

o
n

d
ered

 at th
is p

o
w

er h
e claim

ed
, an

d
, tu

rn
in

g,
p

icked
 o

u
t th

e first o
f m

y co
m

p
an

io
n

s th
at I saw

.
“W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 see w

h
en

 yo
u

 loo
k at M

o
rte?”

T
he skull know

s M
U

C
H

. Y
et it know

s nothing of justice. M
any

w
ith

 h
e
a

rts like
 th

e
 skull’s no

w
 lie

 w
ith

in PR
ISO

N
S a

n
d G

R
A

V
E

S.
M

y full curiosity now
 aroused, I w

ondered w
hat the figure saw

in m
y other com

panions. I asked about D
ak’kon.

T
h

is gith
ze

ra
i’s h

e
a

rt la
cks th

e PR
E

JU
D

IC
E th

a
t p

o
iso

n
s h

is
K

IN
D

. Y
e
t h

e
 e

xists in C
O

N
F

L
IC

T w
ith

 h
im

se
lf, fo

r h
is W

O
R

D
 is h

is
W

IL
L a

n
d

 h
is L

A
W

. W
h

e
re

 th
e
 g

ith
ze

ra
i th

rive
 in

 ch
a
o

s, th
is o

n
e

su
ffe

rs.
“P

rejud
ices? W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 m

ean
?”

T
he githzerai race burns w

ith P
R

E
JU

D
IC

E. T
here is no place

for P
R

E
JU

D
IC

E in JU
ST

IC
E’S eyes. B

y its nature, prejudice T
A

IN
T

S

justice. G
ithzerai are prejudiced against the githyanki, their

racial cousins, and the illithids, w
ho w

ere the 
O

W
N

E
R

S of the
gith peoples. H

atred for B
O

TH
 the githyanki and illithids burns

in the githzerai heart. I asked
 n

ext ab
o

u
t N

o
rd

o
m

.
T

he M
O

D
R

O
N is of no consequence. It can D

E
F

IN
E justice, but

it 
does 

not 
U

N
D

E
R

ST
A

N
D

 
it. 

It 
is 

not 
satisfactory. 

B
ut 

it 
is

E
N

O
U

G
H

. N
e

xt w
as F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race.
TA

N
A

R’R
I 

a
re 

B
O

R
N 

fro
m

 
ch

a
o

s. 
T

h
e
y 

ca
re N

O
T

H
IN

G
 

fo
r

JU
ST

IC
E. T

h
e SU

C
C

U
B

U
S kn

o
w

s o
f JU

ST
IC

E, b
u

t sh
e
 ha

s TU
R

N
E

D

fro
m

 
it. 

M
E

R
C

Y 
h

a
s 

P
O

ISO
N

E
D

 
h

e
r 

h
e
a

rt. 
F

all-From
-G

race
stiffened at his w

ords; her voice w
hen she replied w

as even,
w

ithout a trace of the tension she m
ust have felt.

“I kn
o

w
 o

f ju
stice, V

h
ailo

r. I tem
p

er it w
ith

 exp
erien

ce an
d

w
isd

o
m

, an
d

 w
h

en
 ju

stice is tem
p

ered
 w

ith
 tho

se tw
o

 tru
th

s, it
b

eco
m

es stronger. I kn
o

w
 o

f m
ercy an

d
 fo

rgiven
ess as w

ell, fo
r

w
ith

o
u

t th
em

, th
e P

lan
es w

o
u

ld
 b

e a m
u

ch
 cru

eler p
l

ace.”
M

E
R

C
Y eats at the H

E
A

R
T of JU

ST
IC

E. M
E

R
C

Y devours all that
is 

P
E

R
F

E
C

T
IO

N. 
C

O
M

P
A

SSIO
N 

and 
F

O
R

G
IV

E
N

E
SS 

are 
M

E
R

C
Y’S

P
O

ISO
N

S .
“N

o
, V

h
ailo

r th
ey are n

o
t. T

h
ey are in

stru
m

en
ts b

y w
h

ich
an

o
th

er so
u

l m
a

y b
e red

ee
m

ed
, elevated

 an
d

 stren
gth

en
ed

. In so
d

o
in

g, th
e m

ultiverse is stren
gth

en
ed

. T
h

erein
 lies th

e p
erfectio

n
yo

u
 sp

eak o
f.”



37
4

V
ha

ilo
r

I 
am

 
a 

M
E

R
C

YK
IL

LE
R
. 

A
s 

V
ha

il
or

 
pr

on
ou

nc
ed

 
th

e 
w

or
d

‘M
er

cy
ki

lle
r,

’ A
n

n
ah

 a
n

d 
M

o
rt

e 
st

iff
en

ed
.

“M
er

cy
ki

lle
r?

” 
I 

ec
h

o
ed

.
M

er
cy

ki
ll

er
s 

se
rv

e 
JU

ST
IC

E
. 

Ju
st

ic
e 

P
U

R
G

E
S 

ev
il

. 
W

he
n 

A
LL

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
cl

ea
ns

ed
, t

he
 m

ul
ti

ve
rs

e 
ac

hi
ev

es
 P

E
R

F
E

C
TI

O
N

.
“W

h
y 

ar
e 

yo
u

 c
al

le
d

 ‘M
er

cy
ki

lle
rs

?’
 ”

M
er

cy
 i

s 
a 

sh
ie

ld
 u

se
d 

by
 t

he
 W

E
A

K
. 

M
er

cy
 i

s 
W

E
A

K
N

E
SS

.
M

er
cy

 i
s 

D
E

A
T

H
. 

N
O

 O
N

E
 i

s 
in

no
ce

nt
. 

M
er

cy
ki

ll
er

s 
sl

ay
 m

er
cy

an
d 

it
s 

W
H

O
R

E
S 

w
he

re
ve

r 
th

ei
r 

pl
ag

ue
 h

as
 c

ar
ri

ed
 th

em
.

“I
 d

is
ag

re
e.

 M
er

cy
 i

s 
st

re
n

gt
h

 —
 a

n
d

 t
h

er
e 

ar
e 

tim
es

 w
h

en
ev

en
 

ju
st

ic
e 

ca
n

 
b

e 
un

ju
st

, 
es

p
ec

ia
lly

 
w

h
en

 
ca

rr
ie

d
 

to
 

th
e

ex
tr

e
m

e.
”

M
E

R
C

Y 
ea

ts
 a

t 
th

e 
he

ar
t 

of
 J

U
ST

IC
E
. 

N
O

 
O

N
E
 t

ha
t 

liv
es

 i
s

IN
N

O
C

E
N

T
.

“H
o

w
 lo

n
g 

w
er

e 
yo

u
 im

p
ri

so
n

ed
?”

T
im

e 
F

LE
D

 a
s 

I 
la

y 
im

pr
is

on
ed

. 
Ti

m
e 

be
ar

s 
no

 M
E

A
N

IN
G

.
O

nl
y 

JU
ST

IC
E
.

“D
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 w

hy
 y

o
u

 c
a

m
e 

to
 C

u
rs

t?
”

M
uc

h 
is

 
lo

st
 

of
 

m
y 

jo
ur

ne
y.

 
I 

tr
av

el
ed

 
in

 
se

ar
ch

 
of

B
E

T
R

A
Y

E
R

S.
 

T
he

y 
fo

un
d 

m
e 

an
d 

im
pr

is
on

ed
 

m
e.

 
A

n 
ac

t 
of

TR
E

A
C

H
E

R
Y.

“W
h

at
 b

et
ra

ye
rs

?”
C

ur
st

 is
 a

 C
IT

Y 
of

 B
E

T
R

A
Y

E
R

S.
 I

t i
s 

a 
ci

ty
 th

at
 d

ef
ie

s 
JU

ST
IC

E
. I

ca
m

e 
to

 C
L

E
A

N
SE

 it
.

“H
o

w
 

w
er

e 
yo

u
 

im
p

ri
so

n
ed

?”
 

V
h

ai
lo

r 
w

as
 

si
le

n
t.

 
T

h
e

e
m

b
er

s 
in

 h
is

 e
ye

s 
fli

ck
er

ed
. 

“V
h

ai
lo

r?
 D

o
 y

o
u

 r
ec

al
l 

ho
w

 t
h

ey
im

p
ri

so
n

ed
 y

o
u

?”
I 

do
 n

ot
 K

N
O

W
.

“H
o

w
 d

o
es

 ju
st

ic
e 

le
n

d
 y

o
u

 h
er

 s
tr

en
gt

h
?”

T
he

 S
T

R
E

N
G

T
H

 o
f 

JU
ST

IC
E
 d

ep
en

ds
 o

n 
th

e 
ha

rm
 t

he
 IN

JU
ST

IC
E

ha
s 

ca
us

ed
.

“S
o

…
 t

h
e 

gr
ea

te
r 

th
e 

in
ju

st
ic

e 
—

 t
h

e 
gr

ea
te

r 
th

e 
cr

im
e 

—
th

e 
m

o
re

 s
tr

en
gt

h
 ‘j

u
st

ic
e’

 le
nd

s 
yo

u
?”

W
he

n 
th

e 
IN

JU
ST

IC
E
 i

s 
gr

ea
t 

en
ou

gh
, 

JU
ST

IC
E
 w

il
l 

le
nd

 m
e

th
e 

ST
R

E
N

G
T

H
 n

ee
de

d 
to

 C
O

R
R

E
C

T 
it

. N
O

N
E
 m

ay
 s

ta
nd

 a
ga

in
st

 it
. I

t
w

il
l S

H
A

T
T

E
R
 e

ve
ry

 b
ar

ri
er

, S
U

N
D

E
R
 a

ny
 s

hi
el

d,
 T

E
A

R
 th

ro
ug

h 
an

y
E

N
C

H
A

N
M

E
N

T
, 

an
d 

le
nd

 i
ts

 s
er

va
nt

 t
he

 P
O

W
E

R
 t

o 
P

A
SS

 S
E

N
T

E
N

C
E
.

A
s 

V
h

ai
lo

r 
in

to
n

ed
 

th
e 

w
o

rd
s,

 
a 

cr
aw

lin
g 

se
n

sa
tio

n
 

p
as

se
d

th
ro

u
gh

 m
y 

b
o

d
y 

—
 s

o
 s

tr
o

n
g 

it 
m

ad
e 

m
e 

sh
iv

er
. 

I 
h

ad
 

he
ar

d
th

es
e 

w
o

rd
s 

b
ef

o
re

, 
an

d
 I 

kn
ew

 t
h

em
 t

o
 b

e 
tr

ue
.

K
N

O
W

 T
H

IS
: 

T
he

re
 i

s 
no

th
in

g 
on

 A
LL

 t
he

 P
LA

N
E

S 
th

at
 c

an
 S

T
A

Y

th
e 

ha
nd

 o
f 

JU
ST

IC
E

 w
he

n 
it

 i
s 

br
ou

gh
t 

ag
ai

ns
t 

th
em

. 
It

 m
ay

un
m

ak
e 

A
R

M
IE

S.
 I

t 
m

ay
 s

un
de

r 
th

e 
th

ro
ne

s 
of

 G
O

D
S.

 K
no

w
 t

ha
t

U
nb

ro
ke

n 
C

ir
cl

e 
O

f 
Z

er
th

im
on

, P
ar

t I
79

tr
ai

to
r’

s 
ta

le
 h

ad
 t

o 
te

ll 
th

e 
gi

th
ze

ra
i. 

I 
d

ec
id

ed
 t

o
 t

ak
e 

u
p 

its
st

u
d

y 
ag

ai
n

, 
la

te
r.
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W

eeping S
tone C

atacom
bs

W
E

E
P

IN
G

 S
T

O
N

E
C

A
TA

C
O

M
B

S

T
he next day w

e entered the catacom
bs. S

tone faces w
ere inset

into the w
alls. F

low
ing w

ater had left tracks beneath the eyes of
these faces, so it did indeed appear that they w

ere w
eeping.

W
e started by exam

ining tom
bs to the left of the entrance.

W
e first ran into ghouls, nasty eaters of flesh of the dead. T

hen
w

e found cranium
 rats. It really is true that w

ith enough of them
in 

one 
place 

they 
can 

cast 
spells. 

W
e 

also 
cam

e 
across

vargouilles, w
hich are little m

ore than tw
o w

ings attached to a
hum

an-like head.
W

e found som
e treasure in the tom

bs, but nothing of any
real interest. B

y m
id-day w

e had seen alm
ost everything to the

left of the entrance, and I decided to try m
y luck on the other

side.W
e w

ere w
alking dow

n another of the dam
p stone corridors

w
hen one of the tw

isted stone faces on the w
alls called out to

m
e in a creaking stone voice that sounded like the shifting of

boulders.
“Im

m
o

rtal…
 regard

 m
e. I a

m
…

 G
lyve. I w

o
u

ld
 h

ave…
w

o
rd

s w
ith

 yo
u

. “ A
s sh

o
ckin

g as b
ein

g ad
d

ressed
 b

y sto
n

e w
as,

I w
as e

ven
 m

o
re sh

o
cked

 at th
e kn

o
w

led
ge d

isp
layed

.
“H

o
w

 d
id

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 I'm

 im
m

o
rtal?”

“I see…
 a b

u
rn

in
g p

u
rp

o
se…

 w
ith

in yo
u

r sh
ell. I see…

m
an

y 
th

in
gs 

in
 

th
e 

fallin
g…

 
d

u
st 

o
f 

th
ese…

 
tun

n
els. 

Y
o

u
lack…

 so
m

eth
in

g essen
tial…

 an
d

 th
at keep

s yo
u

…
 fro

m
 d

eath
’s

sw
eet e

m
b

race.”
“W

h
at d

id
 yo

u
 w

an
t to

 say to
 m

e
?”

“Listen
: T

h
is p

lace h
o

ld
s…

 m
u

ch
 d

an
ger fo

r yo
u

. T
reach

ery
aw

aits yo
u

…
 o

n th
e su

rface…
 an

d
 yo

u
r w

a
y is…

 lo
n

g an
d

w
in

d
in

g. A
t th

e en
d

…
 yo

u
 w

ill fin
d

…
 w

h
at yo

u
 h

ave so
u

gh
t…

b
u

t yo
u

 m
a

y n
o

t …
 w

an
t it th

en
.” I w

o
nd

ered
 ho

w
 it co

u
ld

kn
o

w
 th

is.
“A

re yo
u

 so
m

e so
rt o

f o
racle?”

“O
racle? N

o
…

 I o
b

serve. T
h

at is all.”
“In

 th
at case, p

erh
ap

s yo
u

 can
 an

sw
er so

m
e q

u
estio

n
s I

h
ad

…
”

V
hailor

373

V
H

A
ILO

R

I opened the portal the deva had m
entioned, ready to enter

another plane through it. H
ow

ever, a figure w
as in the room

beyond the portal, standing against the far w
all. T

he figure gave
no sign that it had noticed our entry; curious, I approached.

B
efo

re m
e w

as a to
w

erin
g, e

m
p

ty su
it o

f arm
o

r —
 b

u
t th

e
p

lates w
ere su

sp
en

d
ed

 in
 sp

ace, as if secu
red

 o
ver an

 in
visib

le
fra

m
e. R

ed
 vein

s ran
 acro

ss th
e len

gth o
f th

e m
etal grea

ves, an
d

a 
h

u
ge, 

do
ub

le-ed
ged

 
execu

tio
n

er’s 
axe 

rested
 

in
 

its 
h

and
.

E
n

gravin
gs 

d
eco

rated
 

th
e 

su
rface 

o
f 

th
e 

arm
o

r, 
th

e 
m

o
st

p
ro

m
in

en
t 

o
f 

w
h

ich
 

w
as 

a 
crim

so
n

 
serp

en
t 

w
ith

 
its 

w
in

gs
o

u
tsp

read. F
ro

m
 b

eh
in

d th
e ‘w

all’ in
 m

y m
in

d
 w

h
ere fra

g
m

en
ts

o
f m

e
m

o
ry la

y, a n
a

m
e slith

ered
 fo

rth
.

“V
h

ailo
r…

?” I d
id

n
’t kn

o
w

 w
h

ere th
e n

am
e ca

m
e fro

m
, b

u
t

I kn
ew

 it belonged to
 th

e arm
o

r. I h
ad

 b
arely w

h
isp

ered
 it, bu

t it
ech

o
ed

 stran
gely in

 th
e ch

am
b

er. T
h

e air stirred
, ju

st en
ou

gh
 to

sen
d

 a craw
lin

g sen
satio

n
 sw

im
m

in
g th

ro
u

gh
 m

y sku
ll an

d
 a

kn
o

t to
 tigh

ten in m
y h

eart.
A

s I stared
 u

p
o

n th
e suit o

f arm
o

r, th
e sh

ado
w

s b
en

eath
 th

e
viso

r to
o

k sh
ap

e…
 co

alescin
g in

to th
e featu

res o
f a p

o
w

erfu
l,

eb
o

n
y-skin

n
ed

 
m

an
. 

H
is 

e
yes 

w
ere 

like 
fires, 

an
d

 
h

e 
bo

re
n

u
m

ero
u

s scars…
 w

as th
is ‘V

h
ailo

r,’ w
h

en
 h

e w
o

re flesh
? H

e
see

m
ed

 h
au

n
tin

gly fa
m

iliar…
 b

o
th as a su

it o
f arm

o
r 

A
N

D
 a

s a
flesh

 an
d

 b
lo

od
 hu

m
an

. A
lm

o
st as if I w

ere recitin
g a sp

ell,
m

o
re w

o
rd

s ca
m

e to
 m

y lip
s.

“V
h

ailo
r…

 aw
aken

.” T
h

ere w
as a flare o

f b
rillian

t red
 ligh

t
fro

m
 

b
en

eath
 

th
e 

h
elm

, 
lan

cin
g 

o
u

t 
in

 
a 

b
lin

d
in

g 
flash

; 
I

sh
ield

ed
 m

y e
ye

s fro
m

 th
e glare —

 w
h

en
 I u

n
co

vered
 th

em
, I

sa
w

 tw
o

 e
m

b
ers b

u
rn

in
g w

ith
in

 th
e sh

ad
o

w
s o

f th
e h

elm
. T

h
e

figu
re sp

o
ke.

I 
have 

A
W

A
K

E
N

E
D

. 
T

h
e 

vo
ice 

w
as 

sp
ectral, 

h
o

llo
w

, 
and

ech
o

ed
 w

ith
in

 th
e suit o

f arm
o

r. It w
as n

o
t a h

u
m

an
 vo

ice…
 it

felt m
o

re like a force, a p
resen

ce. It d
idn

’t sou
nd

 like an
yth

in
g

alive…
 o

r like an
yth

in
g th

at ever lived
.

“W
h

o
 are yo

u
?”

I am
 V

H
A

L
IO

R.
“W

hat are yo
u

?”
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2

T
ri

as

R
at

he
r 

th
an

 a
ns

w
er

in
g,

 I
 t

oo
k 

it
s 

cl
ot

h-
w

ra
pp

ed
 h

il
t 

in
 h

an
d

an
d 

st
uc

k 
a 

bl
ow

 a
ga

in
st

 t
he

 c
ha

in
 h

ol
di

ng
 h

im
. 

T
he

 c
ha

in
s

su
nd

er
ed

 e
as

il
y 

un
de

r 
th

e 
bl

ad
e,

 a
nd

 t
he

 s
ou

nd
 o

f 
a 

th
un

de
rc

la
p

re
so

na
te

d 
be

tw
ee

n 
m

y 
ea

rs
. 

E
ve

ry
th

in
g 

w
en

t 
bl

ac
k 

fo
r 

a
m

om
en

t, 
an

d 
I 

fe
lt

 th
e 

bl
ad

e 
va

ni
sh

 f
ro

m
 b

et
w

ee
n 

m
y 

fi
ng

er
s.

“I
 t

h
an

k 
yo

u
 f

o
r 

fr
ee

in
g 

m
e.

 I
 o

w
e 

yo
u

 m
u

ch
.”

 H
is

 c
h

ar
re

d
w

in
gs

 f
lu

tt
er

ed
. 

“W
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 a
sk

 o
f 

m
e,

 m
o

rt
al

? 
I'm

 a
fr

ai
d

I 
ca

n
 o

ffe
r 

lit
tle

 in
 t

h
e 

w
a

y 
o

f b
o

o
n

s.
”

“M
y 

m
o

rt
al

ity
 h

as
 b

ee
n

 s
to

le
n

 f
ro

m
 m

e.
 I

 w
is

h
 t

o
 r

ec
la

im
it.

”
“Y

o
u

 s
p

ea
k 

fo
o

lis
h

n
es

s.
 Y

et
…

 t
h

er
e 

is
 o

n
e 

w
h

o
 m

ig
h

t 
b

e
ab

le
 t

o
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
 w

ith
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 s

ee
k.

 I
t 

is
 a

 f
ie

n
d

, 
n

am
ed

 F
h

ju
ll

F
o

rk
ed

-T
o

n
gu

e.
 H

e 
sh

al
l 

ai
d

 y
o

u
.”

 T
h

e 
d

ev
a’

s 
lip

s 
qu

ir
ke

d
 i

n 
a

sm
al

l s
m

ile
. 

“H
e 

is
 u

n
d

er
 a

n
 o

bl
ig

at
io

n
 to

 d
o 

ch
ar

ity
.”

“H
o

w
 d

o
 I 

re
ac

h
 h

im
?”

“T
h

er
e 

lie
s 

a 
p

o
rt

al
 t

o
 t

h
e 

no
rt

h
 o

f 
th

is
 p

ri
so

n
. 

It
s 

ke
y 

is
 a

b
ro

ke
n

 c
h

ai
n

 l
in

k.
” 

H
e 

p
ee

re
d

 a
t 

th
e 

sh
at

te
re

d
 l

in
ks

 a
ro

u
nd

 h
is

fe
et

, 
st

o
op

ed
, 

an
d

 p
re

ss
ed

 o
n

e 
in

to
 m

y 
h

an
d

. 
“A

n
 a

p
p

ro
p

ri
at

e
ke

y 
fo

r 
o

n
e 

w
h

o
 s

ee
ks

 t
o

 le
av

e 
C

u
rs

t.
”

“F
ar

e
w

el
l, 

m
o

rt
al

. 
I 

h
av

e…
 b

u
si

n
es

s…
 t

o
 a

tt
en

d
 t

o
.”

 H
e

lo
o

ke
d

 m
ea

n
in

gf
u

lly
 a

t 
th

e 
ce

ili
n

g 
o

f 
h

is
 p

ri
so

n,
 a

n
d 

le
ap

ed
 in

to
th

e 
ea

rt
h

 a
bo

ve
 h

im
 li

ke
 a

 d
iv

er
 in

to
 a

n 
o

ce
an

.

W
ee

pi
ng

 S
to

ne
 C

at
ac

om
bs

81

“W
h

at
…

 d
id

 y
o

u
 w

an
t…

 t
o

 k
no

w
?”

“T
el

l 
m

e 
o

f 
yo

u
rs

el
f. 

H
o

w
 d

id
 

yo
u

 
co

m
e 

to
 

b
e 

in
 

th
is

si
tu

at
io

n
?”

“I
 w

a
s 

o
n

ce
…

 a
 r

es
p

ec
te

d
 l

ea
d

er
…

 o
f 

m
y 

co
m

m
u

n
ity

…
 i

n
th

e 
Lo

w
er

 W
ar

d
. 

A
 p

et
ty

 lo
rd

…
 s

ou
gh

t 
to

 in
cr

ea
se

 h
is

 p
o

w
er

…
at

 t
h

e 
ex

p
en

se
 o

f 
m

y 
p

eo
p

le
…

 m
y 

fr
ie

n
d

s…
 m

y 
re

la
tiv

es
…

 a
n

d
fr

ie
n

d
s 

an
d

 I
 s

po
ke

…
 a

ga
in

st
 h

im
.”

“A
n

d
 t

h
en

…
 h

e 
ca

p
tu

re
d

 u
s…

 o
n

e 
b

y 
o

n
e…

 a
nd

 b
ou

nd
 o

u
r

sp
ir

its
 a

nd
 s

en
se

s…
 i

n
to

 t
h

es
e 

sc
re

a
m

in
g 

fa
ce

s…
 u

n
d

er
 t

h
e

D
itc

h
…

 w
h

er
e 

al
l f

ilt
h

 in
 S

ig
il…

 c
o

m
es

 e
ve

n
tu

al
ly

. 
A

n
d

 t
h

en
…

h
e 

le
t 

th
e 

p
ol

lu
te

d
 w

at
er

s 
ab

o
ve

…
 f

lo
w

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 o

u
r 

m
o

u
th

s…
an

d
 n

o
se

s…
 a

n
d

 e
ye

s.
” 

I 
fe

lt 
so

rr
y 

fo
r 

G
ly

ve
. 

F
o

rg
o

tte
n

, 
al

on
e,

d
o

o
m

ed
 t

o 
un

en
d

in
g 

ex
is

te
n

ce
. 

M
y 

o
ffe

r 
ca

m
e 

re
ad

ily
.

“I
s 

th
er

e 
an

yt
h

in
g 

I c
an

 d
o 

to
 h

el
p

?”
“I

 a
m

 c
u

rs
ed

 t
o

…
 r

em
ai

n
 h

er
e 

u
n

til
…

 f
re

sh
 w

at
er

 p
as

se
s

m
y 

lip
s…

 T
h

er
e 

is
 a

 …
 m

ag
ic

al
 f

la
sk

 o
f 

w
at

er
…

 i
n

 t
h

e 
…

D
ro

w
n

ed
 N

at
io

n
s.

 B
rin

g 
it 

to
 m

e…
 a

n
d

 g
iv

e 
m

e 
a 

ta
st

e 
o

f 
it…

an
d

 I
 s

h
al

l t
el

l y
o

u
…

 o
f 

so
m

eo
n

e…
 w

h
o

 c
an

 h
el

p 
yo

u
 u

nl
o

ck
…

its
 

fu
ll 

p
ot

en
tia

l…
 

an
d

 
yo

u
 

sh
al

l 
n

ev
er

…
 

la
ck

 
fo

r 
w

at
er

…
ag

ai
n

.”
“T

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
D

ea
d

 N
at

io
n

s…
 w

h
er

e 
th

e 
d

ea
d

 w
al

k 
…

 a
n

d
ru

le
…

 o
r 

th
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
W

ar
re

n
s 

o
f 

T
h

o
u

gh
t…

 w
h

er
e 

M
an

y-
as

-
O

n
e 

h
o

ld
s 

sw
a

y…
 N

ei
th

er
 i

s 
w

ith
o

u
t…

 i
ts

 r
is

ks
.”

 I
 u

n
d

er
st

o
od

h
im

 t
o

 b
e 

re
fe

rr
in

g 
to

 a
n

 a
re

a 
th

e 
un

d
ea

d
 r

ul
ed

, 
lik

e 
th

e 
gh

ou
ls

w
e 

h
ad

 a
lre

ad
y 

ru
n

 i
n

to
, 

o
r 

a 
re

gi
o

n 
I 

to
o

k 
to

 b
e 

d
o

m
in

at
ed

 b
y

cr
an

iu
m

 r
at

s.
“W

h
at

 c
an

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
o

f t
h

e 
ca

ta
co

m
b

s 
ar

o
u

n
d 

u
s?

”
“T

h
e 

ca
ta

co
m

b
s 

w
er

e 
ca

rv
ed

…
 e

o
n

s 
ag

o
…

 t
o 

ho
u

se
 t

h
e

d
ea

d
 o

f 
th

e 
ci

ty
…

 w
h

o
 d

id
 n

o
t 

w
is

h
 …

 t
h

e 
te

nd
er

 m
in

is
tr

at
io

n
s

o
f 

th
e 

D
u

st
m

en
. 

T
h

e
y 

h
av

e 
b

ec
o

m
e…

 t
h

e 
re

fu
se

 g
ro

u
n

d
 o

f 
th

e
ci

ty
…

 
w

h
er

e 
d

w
el

l 
m

o
n

st
er

s 
b

ar
el

y 
se

en
…

 
w

h
er

e 
h

u
m

an
s

p
ro

w
l 

lik
e…

 s
ca

ve
n

ge
rs

 a
m

o
n

g 
th

e 
sc

av
en

ge
rs

. 
M

an
y-

as
-O

n
e

p
at

ro
ls

 t
h

es
e 

tu
nn

el
s…

 a
nd

 h
as

 t
u

rn
ed

 m
an

y 
a

ga
in

st
 …

 t
h

ei
r

n
at

u
re

s.
 

T
h

e 
D

ea
d

 
N

at
io

n
s…

 
p

ro
w

l 
as

 
w

el
l…

 
gu

ar
d

in
g

ag
ai

n
st

…
 t

h
e 

d
ep

re
d

at
io

n
s 

o
f 

…
 t

h
e 

hu
m

an
s 

…
 w

h
o

 c
o

m
e

a
m

o
n

g 
th

em
.”

W
e 

le
ft 

th
e 

st
o

n
e 

fa
ce

 
b

eh
in

d,
 

co
n

tin
u

in
g 

fo
rw

ar
d

. 
T

h
e

to
m

b
 a

t 
th

e 
en

d 
o

f 
th

is
 c

o
rr

id
o

r 
co

nt
ai

n
ed

 li
ttl

e 
o

th
er

 t
h

an
 t

ra
p

s,
so

 w
e 

b
ac

kt
ra

ck
ed

, 
an

d
 t

ri
ed

 a
n

o
th

er
 w

a
y.

 W
e 

fo
u

n
d 

an
o

th
er

to
m

b
 f

u
ll 

o
f 

tr
ap

s,
 b

u
t 

a 
su

rp
ri

se
 w

as
 a

w
ai

tin
g 

m
e 

o
n

 t
h

e 
bo

d
y

o
f o

n
e 

o
f P

h
ar

od
’s

 s
ca

ve
n

ge
rs

.
It 

w
as

 a
n

 a
rm

…
a 

se
ve

re
d

 a
rm

…
 a

s 
h

ar
d

 a
s 

a 
w

o
o

d
en

 c
lu

b
.

It
 lo

o
ke

d
 li

ke
 it

 w
as

 s
ev

er
ed

 c
le

an
ly

 a
t 

th
e 

sh
o

ul
d

er
 (

m
o

st
 li

ke
ly
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W

eeping S
tone C

atacom
bs

by a scythe blade), and even though it looked m
any decades old,

it w
as m

ore petrified than rotted. It had an unhealthy gray pallor
and 

w
as 

covered 
w

ith 
scars. 

Intricate 
tattoos 

decorated 
its

surface, spiraling up from
 the w

rist all the w
ay to the rem

ains of
the shoulder.

U
pon closer inspection, I knew

 for a fact that the arm
 w

as
m

ine. H
ow

 long it had been lying around w
aiting for m

e w
as

an
yo

n
e’s gu

ess.
I rem

e
m

b
ered

 B
arkis, b

arkeep
 at th

e S
m

o
ld

erin
g C

o
rp

se,
m

en
tio

n
in

g 
a 

tattoo
 

p
arlo

r 
n

ear 
th

e 
b

ar. 
H

e 
h

ad
 

said
 

th
e

p
rop

rieto
r d

ealt in sp
ecial tattoo

s. H
e m

igh
t kn

o
w

 so
m

eth
in

g
ab

o
u

t th
e tatto

o
s o

n this arm
. H

e m
igh

t even
 h

ave d
o

n
e th

em
. I

th
ou

gh
t it w

as im
p

o
rtan

t eno
u

gh
 to in

terrup
t P

h
arod

’s search
 fo

r
a w

h
ile.

T
h

e tatto
o

 p
arlo

r w
asn

’t too
 h

ard
 to

 fin
d

, p
ractically n

ext to
th

e b
ar. I w

en
t in

sid
e alo

n
e. M

em
o

ries stretch
in

g o
ver o

n
ly a

fe
w

 d
a

ys, an
d

 alread
y I h

ad
 learn

ed
 cau

tio
n. I w

asn
’t su

re I
tru

sted
 M

o
rte, an

d
 if I w

as go
in

g to
 fin

d
 o

u
t an

y m
o

re ab
o

u
t m

y
p

ast, I w
an

ted
 to d

ecid
e w

h
at to

 tell m
y co

m
p

an
io

n
s.

A
s I en

tered
, I saw

 a tall cre
atu

re w
ith

 a sh
o

ck o
f w

h
ite h

air.
Its skin

 h
ad

 a green
ish cast, an

d
 a pair o

f go
at ho

rn
s p

rotrud
ed

fro
m

 
its 

fo
reh

ead
. 

It 
w

as 
d

ressed
 

in
 

lo
n

g 
flo

w
in

g 
ro

b
es. 

I
realized

 I w
as lo

o
kin

g at a D
ab

u
s, altho

u
gh th

is w
as th

e first
o

n
e I h

ad
 seen

 w
h

ich
 w

asn
’t flo

atin
g.

I greeted
 h

im
. T

h
e d

ab
u

s w
aited

 p
atien

tly, its h
an

d
s tu

cked
in

to its sleeves. A
 series o

f sym
b

o
ls m

aterialized
 ab

o
ve its h

ead
,

th
en

 d
issip

ated
 an

d
 a q

u
estio

n
 m

ark ap
p

eared
. I realized

 it w
as

talkin
g in

 sym
b

o
lic p

ictu
res, rebu

ses.
I asked

 th
e d

abu
s several q

u
estio

n
s, tryin

g to
 get a feel fo

r
th

e 
reb

u
ses 

th
at 

ap
p

eared
 

abo
ve 

its 
h

ead
. 

It 
w

as 
extre

m
ely

p
atien

t th
rou

gh
ou

t m
y ‘d

iscu
ssio

n
,’ givin

g m
e easy sen

ten
ces to

tran
slate. A

fter a fe
w

 m
in

u
tes, I started

 to get th
e h

an
g o

f it…
 it

felt like I h
ad

 d
on

e this b
efo

re.
I w

as ab
o

u
t to

 ask h
is n

am
e, b

u
t I 

sud
d

en
ly 

realized
 

I
alread

y kn
e

w
 th

e d
ab

u
s’ n

am
e —

 h
is n

am
e w

as ‘F
ell.’ A

s if in
resp

o
n

se, 
th

e 
d

abu
s 

in
clin

ed 
h

is 
h

ead
 

sligh
tly, 

an
d

 
a 

lo
n

e
sym

b
o

l ap
p

eared
 abo

ve its h
ead

. It w
as b

lu
rry at first, th

en
reso

lved
 in

to a w
h

ite o
val w

ith
 a b

lack ligh
tn

in
g b

olt th
rou

gh
 it.

“I fe
el like I kn

o
w

 yo
u

, F
ell.” F

ell bo
w

ed
 reveren

tly, an
d

 a
strea

m
 o

f sym
b

o
ls sw

irled
 ab

o
u

t his h
ead

, rotatin
g clo

ckw
ise,

th
en

 cou
n

terclo
ckw

ise. It to
o

k m
e a m

o
m

en
t to

 tran
slate.

(T
h

is is th
e first tim

e an
d

 n
o

t th
e first tim

e yo
u

 h
ave co

m
e

to
 th

is p
lace.)

T
rias

371

“Y
o

u
 w

ear th
e m

arks o
f it u

po
n

 yo
u

r face an
d

 carry it
w

ith
in

 yo
u

r h
eart. S

h
ou

ld th
ese ch

ain
s b

e lifted
 fro

m
 m

e…
 th

en
I sh

ou
ld

 b
e ab

le to
 d

ivin
e yo

u
r pu

rpo
se m

o
re d

eep
ly, gu

id
e yo

u
m

o
re tru

ly. U
n

til th
en

…
” T

h
e d

eva sh
ru

gged
. “U

n
til th

en I
can

n
o

t even
 give yo

u
 th

e b
en

efit o
f go

o
d

 ad
vice. T

h
ese ch

ain
s

sm
o

th
er m

e
m

o
ry an

d
 in

stin
ct.”

“R
avel th

e h
ag sen

t m
e to

 yo
u

. S
h

e said yo
u

 h
ad

 kno
w

led
ge

fo
r m

e ab
o

u
t m

y sto
len

 m
o

rtality.”
“R

avel…
 th

e n
igh

t h
ag…

 a sto
len

 m
o

rtality…
 th

is all seem
s

so
 fa

m
iliar to

 m
e, yet I fear I can

n
o

t d
red

ge up
 th

e kno
w

led
ge

w
h

ile th
ese ch

ain
s co

n
fin

e m
e.”

T
h

ere w
as n

o
 fu

rth
er p

oin
t in

 q
u

estio
n

in
g h

im
 u

n
til I h

ad
fo

u
n

d
 h

is sw
o

rd
. U

n
fo

rtu
n

ately, th
at m

ean
t p

en
etratin

g to
 th

e
h

eart o
f th

e p
riso

n
 o

n this level. W
e h

ad
 to

 p
en

etrate several
circles 

o
f 

cells 
an

d
 

p
assage

w
a

ys, 
figh

tin
g 

an
o

th
er 

sco
re 

o
f

gu
ard

s alo
n

g th
e w

a
y.

T
h

e fin
al gu

ard
ian

 w
as a b

ein
g kn

o
w

n
 as C

assiu
s. It m

ad
e

th
e m

istake o
f ch

allen
gin

g m
e to

 a ga
m

e o
f w

its, at w
h

ich
 I

read
ily d

e
feated

 it. I q
uickly grab

b
ed

 th
e sw

o
rd

 it h
ad

 b
een

gu
ard

in
g. T

h
e h

eavy b
lad

e w
as w

arm
 to

 th
e to

u
ch, and

 fla
m

es
h

ad
 b

een carved
 acro

ss th
e su

rface o
f th

e b
lad

e. T
h

e in
tricacy o

f
th

e carvin
gs w

as b
reath

takin
g; th

ey w
ere d

o
n

e w
ith

 su
ch skill

th
at th

e sw
o

rd
 seem

ed
 to

 b
e bu

rn
in

g w
ith

 m
etallic fla

m
es…

so
m

eo
n

e m
u

st h
ave sp

en
t several cen

tu
ries ren

d
erin

g th
em

. T
h

e
m

etal o
f th

e b
lad

e w
as u

n
fa

m
iliar…

 it w
as h

eavy, b
u

t it sh
in

ed
like silver. I q

u
ickly w

rap
p

ed
 th

e sw
o

rd
 in a clo

th
 and

 th
ru

st it
in

to m
y p

ack; th
e sw

o
rd

 m
igh

t literally h
ave a m

in
d

 o
f its o

w
n

,
an

d
 I d

idn
’t w

ish
 to

 risk p
ro

lon
ged

 co
n

tact w
ith

 it.
T

h
e C

u
rst au

tho
rities h

ad
 sw

itch
ed

 o
ver th

e p
rison

 to
 u

se
th

e 
sw

o
rd

 
to

 
p

o
w

er 
its 

m
a

gical 
w

ard
s. 

W
ith

 
th

e 
sw

o
rd

’s
re

m
o

val, 
every 

d
o

o
r 

in
 

th
e 

p
riso

n
 

w
as 

u
n

lo
cked

, 
an

d 
th

e
p

riso
n

ers sw
arm

ed
 th

e h
alls seekin

g freed
o

m
. T

h
e re

m
ain

in
g

gu
ard

s, su
m

m
o

n
ed

 to sto
p m

e, n
o

w
 tu

rn
ed

 to
 slau

ghterin
g th

e
p

riso
n

ers rath
er th

an
 let th

em
 escap

e. I aid
ed

 th
e p

riso
n

ers as
b

est I co
uld

, bu
t m

an
y d

ied
 no

n
eth

eless.
T

h
e 

p
riso

n
ers 

th
em

selves 
d

id
 

n
o

t 
tru

st 
m

e 
o

r 
m

y
co

m
p

an
io

n
s, so on

ce w
e h

ad
 d

riven
 o

ff th
e re

m
ain

in
g gu

ard
s I

left th
e

m
 to

 seek freed
o

m
 o

n
 th

eir o
w

n
. I retu

rn
ed

 to th
e ch

ain
ed

d
eva, an

d
 sho

w
ed

 h
im

 th
e sw

o
rd

 I h
ad

 fo
un

d. T
rias lo

o
ked

sh
o

cked
 fo

r a m
o

m
en

t.
“C

elestial F
ire? Y

o
u

 h
ave reco

vered
 m

y b
lad

e? W
ill yo

u
fre

e m
e? T

h
en

 strike a b
lo

w
 again

st th
e ch

ain
!”



37
0

T
ri

as

“M
e

m
o

rie
s 

o
f 

p
ar

ad
is

e?
” 

A
 s

h
ad

o
w

 p
as

se
d

 o
ve

r 
h

is
 f

ac
e 

at
m

y 
w

o
rd

s.
“N

ev
er

 a
ga

in
 s

h
al

l 
I 

se
e 

th
em

, 
I 

fe
ar

, 
th

e 
o

rd
er

ed
 b

ea
u

ty
 o

f
A

rc
ad

ia
, 

th
e 

vi
st

as
 o

f 
E

ly
si

u
m

, 
th

e 
S

ev
en

 M
o

un
ts

 o
f 

M
o

un
t

C
el

es
tia

…
 a

ll 
th

e 
u

gl
in

es
s 

co
n

ta
in

ed
 i

n 
th

es
e 

Lo
w

er
 P

la
n

es
 i

s
ef

fa
ce

d
 t

h
er

e,
 w

h
er

e 
it 

is
 t

ru
ly

 p
o

ss
ib

le
 t

o
 b

el
ie

ve
 in

 r
ed

em
p

tio
n

.
T

o
o

 m
an

y 
lo

o
k 

o
n

ly
 t

o
 t

h
e 

Lo
w

er
 P

la
n

es
 f

o
r 

th
ei

r 
in

sp
ir

at
io

n
an

d
 a

id
, 

I 
fe

ar
…

 T
h

at
 is

 a
ll 

I 
h

av
e 

le
ft 

to
 m

e 
in

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

. 
N

o
w

w
h

at
 i

s 
it 

yo
u

 w
is

h
 o

f 
m

e,
 m

o
rt

al
? 

S
p

ea
k 

yo
u

r 
m

in
d

 a
n

d
 t

h
en

le
av

e.
”

“H
o

w
 d

id
 y

o
u

r 
w

in
gs

 g
et

 b
u

rn
t?

” 
I 

as
ke

d
, 

cu
rio

u
s 

ho
w

 h
e

h
ad

 b
ee

n 
in

ju
re

d
, b

u
t n

o
t d

es
tr

o
ye

d
.

“I
t 

w
a

s 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

gr
an

d
 b

et
ra

ya
l 

—
 t

h
e

y 
se

ar
ed

 m
y 

w
in

gs
as

 t
h

ey
 m

an
ac

le
d

 m
e,

 t
h

at
 I

 m
ig

h
t 

n
o

t 
fle

e 
th

em
 e

ve
n

 t
h

ro
u

gh
th

e 
ea

rt
h

. 
It 

is
 t

h
e 

n
at

u
re

 o
f 

th
is

 p
la

ce
 t

h
at

 t
hi

n
gs

 o
f 

b
ea

u
ty

 a
re

n
o

t t
o

le
ra

te
d

.”
“W

h
y 

w
er

e 
yo

u
 c

o
n

fin
ed

?”
“T

h
e 

p
eo

p
le

 o
f 

th
is

 t
o

w
n

 —
 t

ra
ito

rs
 a

ll 
—

 k
no

w
 n

o
th

in
g 

o
f

tr
u

th
 a

n
d 

b
ea

u
ty

. 
T

h
e

y 
ca

n
n

o
t 

to
le

ra
te

 i
t. 

T
h

ey
 l

u
re

d
 m

e 
h

er
e

an
d

 c
h

ai
n

ed
 m

e.
 M

o
rt

al
s 

do
 n

o
t 

p
o

ss
es

s 
th

e 
p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e 
th

at
al

lo
w

s 
th

e
m

 t
o

 g
ro

w
 t

h
e 

st
re

n
gt

h
 o

f 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 

to
 r

is
e 

ab
o

ve
d

es
ire

s,
 a

s 
I s

o
u

gh
t t

o
 te

ac
h

 t
h

em
.”

“I
 d

is
ag

re
e,

 L
o

rd
 T

ria
s,

” 
F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 i

n
te

rje
ct

ed
. 

“Y
o

u
si

m
p

ly
 h

ad
 a

n
 o

ve
ra

b
u

nd
an

ce
 o

f t
ru

st
 in

 y
o

u
r 

sp
ir

it 
fo

r 
th

em
.”

 A
sn

ee
r 

tw
is

te
d

 h
is

 b
ea

u
tif

u
l f

ac
e.

“S
u

re
ly

, 
m

is
tr

es
s 

ta
n

ar
’ri

, 
yo

u
 d

o
n’

t 
b

el
ie

ve
 t

h
at

 m
o

rt
al

s 
ca

n
ev

er
 g

ai
n

 t
h

at
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e?
 N

o
t 

w
h

en
 y

o
u

 a
re

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 a
re

 —
yo

u
r 

ve
ry

 n
at

u
re

 c
ri

es
 o

u
t 

to
 s

u
bd

u
e 

an
y 

ch
an

ce
 m

o
rt

al
s 

m
ig

h
t

h
av

e 
to

 r
is

e 
ab

o
ve

 t
h

ei
r 

b
as

e 
in

st
in

ct
s.

” 
I 

w
as

 s
u

rp
ris

ed
 b

y 
h

is
st

ro
n

g 
re

ac
tio

n
, 

al
th

o
u

gh
 in

te
rm

in
ab

le
 im

p
ri

so
n

m
en

t 
m

ig
h

t 
so

u
r

ev
en

 a
 d

ev
a.

 I
n

 a
n

y 
ca

se
, 

I 
n

ee
d

ed
 t

o 
fin

d
 a

 w
a

y 
to

 r
em

o
ve

 t
h

e
ch

ai
n

s 
ho

ld
in

g 
h

im
 if

 I 
w

is
h

ed
 t

o
 le

ar
n

 a
n

yt
h

in
g 

o
f v

al
u

e.
“H

o
w

 c
an

 y
o

u
 b

e 
fr

ee
d

?”
“A

n
 a

ct
 o

f 
ki

n
d

n
es

s 
do

n
e 

to
 m

e 
sh

al
l s

et
 m

e 
fr

ee
. 

M
y 

sw
o

rd
—

 m
y 

so
u

l 
—

 i
s 

an
 a

ge
n

t 
o

f 
su

ch
 k

in
d

n
es

s.
 F

et
ch

 t
h

e 
b

la
d

e 
fo

r
m

e 
an

d
 s

tr
ik

e 
m

y 
ch

ai
n

s 
o

ff.
 I

t 
is

 k
ep

t 
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

in
 t

h
is

 p
ri

so
n

,
in

 a
 lo

ck
ed

 a
n

d
 g

u
ar

d
ed

 c
h

am
b

er
. 

I k
n

o
w

 t
h

e 
co

m
b

in
at

io
n

 t
o

 t
h

e
en

tr
an

ce
.”

 H
e 

sp
o

ke
 t

h
re

e 
ar

ca
n

e 
sy

lla
b

le
s 

th
at

 b
u

rn
ed

 i
nt

o
 m

y
m

e
m

o
ry

. 
“F

re
e 

m
e,

 a
n

d
 I

 s
h

ou
ld

 b
e…

 i
n

 y
o

u
r 

d
eb

t. 
P

er
h

ap
s 

I
ca

n
 a

id
 y

o
u

 in
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 s

ee
k.

” 
It 

w
a

s 
as

 G
ra

ce
 s

ai
d

, 
h

e 
se

em
ed

to
 b

e 
h

es
ita

n
t 

in
 w

h
at

 h
e 

sa
id

, 
as

 i
f 

co
n

fu
se

d
. 

I 
w

as
 t

h
er

ef
o

re
su

rp
ris

ed
 to

 h
ea

r 
h

im
 s

p
ea

k 
as

 t
h

o
u

gh
 h

e 
kn

ew
 o

f w
h

at
 I 

so
u

gh
t.

“W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 o
f w

h
at

 I 
se

ek
?”

 H
e 

sm
ile

d
, 

sa
d

ly
.

W
ee

pi
ng

 S
to

ne
 C

at
ac

om
bs
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I 
as

ke
d 

if
 h

e 
kn

ew
 w

ho
 I

 w
as

. 
A

no
th

er
 s

er
ie

s 
of

 s
ym

bo
ls

m
at

er
ia

liz
ed

 q
u

ic
kl

y 
an

d
 s

h
ar

p
ly

 i
n

to
 f

o
cu

s 
ab

o
ve

 F
el

l’s
 h

ea
d

.
T

h
e 

tr
an

sl
at

io
n

 c
am

e 
to

 m
e 

ju
st

 a
s 

q
u

ic
kl

y 
an

d
 s

h
ar

p
ly

 a
s 

th
e

sy
m

b
o

ls
 t

h
em

se
lv

es
…

 a
s 

if 
I 

h
ad

 t
ra

n
sl

at
ed

 t
h

e 
ex

ac
t 

sa
m

e
st

rin
g 

m
an

y 
tim

es
 b

e
fo

re
.

(Y
es

. 
B

u
t 

I 
am

 n
o

t p
er

m
itt

ed
 t

o
 t

el
l y

o
u

r 
st

o
ry

.)
G

re
at

. 
I 

as
ke

d
 

w
h

y 
n

o
t.

 
F

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 
th

er
e 

w
as

 
n

o
re

sp
o

n
se

 f
ro

m
 F

el
l, 

th
en

 a
 s

tr
ea

m
 o

f 
re

b
u

se
s 

ap
p

ea
re

d
, 

as
 i

f
tr

ic
kl

in
g 

o
u

t o
f F

el
l’s

 m
in

d
.

(M
y 

ap
o

lo
gi

es
, 

I 
ca

n
n

o
t. 

I 
ca

nn
o

t 
ch

an
ge

 t
h

e 
n

at
u

re
 o

f 
a

m
an

.)
 

I 
co

ul
dn

’t 
ex

p
la

in
 

w
h

y,
 

b
u

t 
th

e 
la

st
 

se
n

te
n

ce
 

se
n

t 
a

cr
a

w
lin

g 
se

n
sa

tio
n

 th
ro

u
gh

 m
y 

sk
u

ll.
“ 

‘N
at

u
re

 o
f 

a 
m

an
?’

 W
h

at
 d

o
es

 t
h

at
 m

ea
n

?”
 T

h
e 

sy
m

b
o

ls
th

at
 a

p
p

ea
re

d
 a

b
o

ve
 F

el
l a

lm
o

st
 m

irr
o

re
d

 t
h

e 
p

re
vi

ou
s 

st
re

am
.

(M
y 

ap
o

lo
gi

es
. 

I 
ca

n
n

o
t s

ay
.)

 S
o

 m
u

ch
 fo

r 
th

at
.

“W
h

at
 i

s 
th

is
 p

la
ce

?”
 A

 s
lo

w
 t

ra
in

 o
f 

sy
m

b
o

ls
 m

at
er

ia
liz

ed
ar

o
u

nd
 

F
el

l’s
 h

ea
d

…
 

th
e 

sy
m

b
o

ls
 

to
o

k 
se

ve
ra

l 
m

o
m

en
ts

 
to

re
so

lv
e,

 s
ta

rt
in

g 
w

ith
 s

im
p

le
 l

in
es

, 
th

en
 f

le
sh

in
g 

th
em

se
lv

es
 o

u
t

in
to

 b
re

at
h

-t
ak

in
g 

co
lo

rs
.

(T
h

is
 is

 w
h

er
e 

I 
ta

tt
o

o
 c

o
lo

r 
an

d
 li

fe
 u

po
n

 fl
es

h
 a

nd
 b

o
n

e.
)

“C
an

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
an

yt
h

in
g 

ab
o

u
t 

th
es

e 
ta

tt
oo

s 
on

 m
y 

b
o

d
y?

”
F

el
l 

st
ud

ie
d

 m
y 

b
o

d
y 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 w
al

ki
n

g 
ar

o
u

nd
 m

e.
 H

e
m

irr
o

re
d

 e
ac

h
 s

ym
b

o
l 

as
 h

e 
ex

a
m

in
ed

 i
t,

 t
h

en
 r

et
u

rn
ed

 t
o

 f
ac

e
m

e.
(I

 k
n

o
w

 t
h

em
. 

N
o

n
e 

ar
e 

b
y 

m
y 

h
an

d
.)

 I
 a

sk
ed

 i
f 

h
e 

co
u

ld
te

ll 
m

e 
ab

o
u

t 
an

y 
o

f 
th

e
m

 
an

yw
a

y.
 

F
el

l 
n

od
d

ed
, 

sy
m

b
o

ls
ap

p
ea

ri
n

g 
ar

o
un

d 
h

im
 li

ke
 fi

re
fli

es
.

(T
h

e 
o

n
es

 u
po

n 
yo

u
r 

b
ac

k 
w

er
e 

sc
rib

ed
 w

ith
 a

 c
ar

e
fu

l 
h

an
d

an
d

 a
re

 d
ire

ct
io

n
s 

fo
r 

a 
m

in
d

 t
h

at
 f

o
rg

et
s 

its
el

f. 
T

h
e 

sy
m

b
o

l t
h

at
lie

s 
u

po
n

 y
o

u
r 

le
ft 

sh
ou

ld
er

 is
 t

h
e 

m
ar

k 
o

f t
o

rm
en

t.
)

“T
o

rm
en

t?
” 

T
h

e 
sy

m
b

o
l s

h
ar

p
en

ed
, 

ga
in

in
g 

ed
ge

s 
th

at
 w

er
e

al
m

o
st

 p
ai

n
fu

l t
o

 m
y 

e
ye

s.
(I

t 
is

 t
or

m
en

t. 
It

 i
s 

th
at

 w
h

ic
h

 d
ra

w
s 

al
l 

to
rm

en
te

d
 s

o
u

ls
 t

o
yo

u
.)

 F
el

l 
no

dd
ed

 a
t 

m
y 

le
ft 

ar
m

, 
at

 m
y 

sh
o

u
ld

er
. 

(T
h

e 
fle

sh
kn

o
w

s 
it 

su
ffe

rs
 e

ve
n

 w
h

en
 t

h
e 

m
in

d
 h

as
 f

o
rg

o
tt

en
. 

A
n

d
 s

o 
yo

u
w

e
ar

 t
h

e 
ru

n
e 

al
w

a
ys

.)
 N

o
w

 f
o

r 
w

h
at

 I
 h

ad
 b

ro
u

gh
t 

w
ith

 m
e.

“D
id

 y
o

u
 d

o
 t

h
e 

ta
tto

o
s 

o
n 

th
is

 d
is

m
e

m
b

er
ed

 a
rm

 I
 f

o
u

n
d

,
F

el
l?

” 
F

el
l 

ex
a

m
in

ed
 i

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 t

ra
ci

n
g 

th
e 

p
at

te
rn

s 
w

ith
h

is
 f

in
ge

r.
 H

e 
th

en
 l

o
o

ke
d

 u
p

, 
an

d
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

o
f 

re
b

u
se

s 
fo

rm
ed

,
h

az
y 

at
 fi

rs
t,

 t
h

en
 c

am
e 

sh
ar

p
ly

 in
to

 fo
cu

s.
(T

h
e 

ar
m

 i
s 

yo
u

rs
. 

T
h

e 
ta

tt
o

o
s 

ar
e 

m
in

e.
 O

n
e 

ta
tt

oo
 s

p
ea

ks
o

f a
 t

im
e 

w
h

en
 y

o
u

r 
p

at
h

 w
as

 s
h

ar
ed

 b
y 

fo
u

r 
o

th
er

s.
)
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W

eeping S
tone C

atacom
bs

“W
h

at fo
u

r o
th

ers?” F
o

u
r strin

gs o
f sym

b
o

ls sw
irled

 fro
m

F
ell’s h

ead
, m

atch
in

g th
e p

attern
 upo

n
 th

e dism
e

m
b

ered
 arm

.
(T

h
e

y 
sp

ea
k 

o
f 

fo
u

r. 
S

h
all 

I 
tell 

yo
u

 
th

eir 
h

earts?) 
I

m
o

tio
n

ed
 him

 to
 go

 on
. T

h
e sym

b
o

ls sw
irled

 b
efo

re m
e, an

d
 I

p
ieced

 th
em

 to
geth

er.
(O

n
e u

n
lo

ved
 w

h
o

 lo
ves o

n
e w

h
o

 do
es no

t lo
ve.)

(O
n

e w
h

o
 d

o
es n

o
t see w

h
at o

th
ers see an

d
 sees w

h
at o

th
ers

d
o

 n
o

t.)
(O

n
e w

h
o

 is fa
m

iliar an
d

 b
ou

nd
 w

ith
 d

u
ty.)

(O
n

e w
h

o
 is a slave an

d
 h

is ch
ain

s are w
o

rd
s.)

A
s I fin

ish
ed

 tran
slakin

g, th
e fo

u
r strin

gs see
m

ed
 to

 fo
rm

th
em

selves in
to

 lin
ks, and

 th
ey m

erged
 in

to
 a ch

ain
…

 th
e ch

ain
b

en
t u

n
til it w

as a sym
b

o
l I reco

gn
ized

, th
e sym

b
o

l o
f to

rm
en

t
o

n
 m

y arm
.

“Y
o

u
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 th
at th

ere w
ere o

th
er tatto

o
s o

n th
e arm

?
W

h
at o

th
ers?” F

ell exa
m

in
ed

 th
e arm

 again
, tracin

g th
e o

th
er

fad
ed

 tatto
o

s up
on

 its su
rface. A

s h
e d

id
, th

ey each
 ap

p
eared

 as
a sym

b
o

l ab
o

ve h
is h

ead
, h

azy at first, th
en

 co
m

in
g in

to fo
cu

s
sh

arp
ly. H

e tu
rn

ed
 to

 face m
e.

(O
n

es fo
rgo

tten
, no

w
 re

m
e

m
b

ered
. Y

o
u m

a
y 

w
ear th

e
m

again
 if yo

u
 w

ish
.)

F
ell’s sp

ecial talen
t allo

w
ed

 h
im

 to
 m

a
ke m

a
gical tatto

o
s,

w
h

ich
 co

u
ld b

e w
o

rn
 o

r taken
 o

ff at w
ill. B

esid
es h

is sto
ck o

f
read

y m
ad

e tatto
o

s, I fo
un

d h
e co

uld m
a

ke n
e

w
 tatto

o
s b

ased
 o

n
m

y exp
erien

ce
s, an

d
 fro

m
 th

e d
ism

e
m

b
ered

 arm
 I h

ad
 b

ro
u

ght.
H

e sh
o

w
ed

 m
e in

 h
is p

ictu
re-lan

gu
age th

e tatto
o

s h
e 

co
uld

create b
ased

 o
n

 th
e arm

, an
d

 exp
lain

ed
 th

em
 to

 m
e.

A
 tatto

o
 w

h
ich

 h
e term

ed
 th

e T
atto

o
 o

f th
e Lo

st In
carn

ation
to

ld o
f th

e exp
erien

ces o
f o

n
e o

f m
y p

ast in
carn

atio
n

s…
 th

e
sym

b
o

ls an
d

 tales w
ere u

n
fa

m
iliar to

 m
e, b

u
t it seem

ed
 to

 tell o
f

a tim
e w

h
en

 I w
as lo

st an
d

 ab
an

d
on

ed on
 th

e streets o
f th

e H
ive,

b
arely ab

le to
 m

ake a livin
g ro

b
b

in
g and

 stealin
g fro

m
 o

th
ers I

en
co

u
ntered

. 
T

h
e 

crim
es 

th
e 

lo
st 

in
carn

atio
n

 
co

m
m

itted
even

tu
ally d

ro
ve h

im
 to

 
seek 

sh
elter 

in
 

th
e 

W
eep

in
g 

S
ton

e
cataco

m
b

s, w
h

ere h
e su

rvived
 fo

r alm
o

st a ye
ar.

A
n

o
th

er, th
e T

attoo
 o

f W
astin

g D
arkn

ess, fro
m

 th
e sa

m
e

tim
e, to

ld
 o

f w
h

en
 I w

as se
ekin

g sh
elter b

en
eath

 th
e streets and

w
a

s fo
rced

 to
 live as a sh

ad
o

w
 m

igh
t, h

idin
g fro

m
 d

etectio
n

 b
y

th
e S

igil au
th

orities an
d tryin

g to
 co

n
ceal m

yself fro
m

 th
e m

o
re

d
an

gero
u

s in
h

abitan
ts o

f th
e W

eep
in

g S
to

n
e cataco

m
b

s.
T

h
e last w

h
ich

 to
ld

 o
f 

th
is 

tim
e 

w
a

s 
th

e 
T

atto
o

 
o

f 
th

e
W

eep
in

g S
to

n
es, w

h
en

 th
e cataco

m
b

s b
en

eath
 S

igil’s streets
w

ere m
y seco

n
d

 ho
m

e. It to
ld o

f m
y tra

vellin
g d

o
w

n
 in

to
 th

e

T
rias

369

o
u

t. S
in

ce h
e’s a po

w
er o

’ go
o

d
, h

e sho
u

ld
n’t even

 b
e th

ere, bu
t

th
at’s ho

w
 exile w

o
rks, I gu

ess.”
“H

o
w

 lo
n

g h
ave yo

u
 b

een
 h

ere?”
“T

o
o

 lo
n

g, to
o lon

g, in th
e service o

f a go
d

 w
h

o
’s all bu

t
fo

rgo
tten

. I rem
e

m
b

er h
im

, th
ou

gh
…

 I'll fin
d

 h
im

, if I h
ave to

d
u

ck all th
e m

o
n

sters aro
un

d fo
rever. I'll fin

d
 h

im
.” H

e stared
o

ff, m
u

m
b

lin
g.

H
e refu

sed
 to

 sa
y an

y m
o

re ab
o

u
t h

im
self, o

r h
is god

. H
e

m
igh

t p
o

ssibly h
ave b

een
 an

o
th

er fien
d

, b
ut if h

e w
as h

e at least
h

ad
 th

e sen
se to

 h
id

e h
im

self in
 th

e fo
rm

 o
f a m

an
, th

ereb
y

p
reven

tin
g m

y o
rd

erin
g h

is d
estru

ctio
n.

T
h

e tu
n

n
els p

ast h
ere led

 in
to

 th
e un

d
ergro

un
d p

riso
n

 level
o

f C
u

rst. A
fter figh

tin
g th

ro
u

gh
 a sco

re o
r so o

f C
u

rst gu
ard

s, I
fin

ally fo
u

n
d w

h
o

 I w
as lo

o
kin

g fo
r. I saw

 a b
ein

g w
ith

 skin
 o

f
th

e pu
rest ivo

ry an
d

 h
air o

f b
lind

in
g w

h
ite. H

is w
in

gs w
ere

ch
arred

, th
e feath

ers d
estro

yed
, ye

t h
e still rad

iated p
eace an

d
lo

ve. H
e sto

od
 as if in

 m
ed

itatio
n

, takin
g 

n
o 

no
tice 

o
f 

m
y

p
resen

ce, h
o

ld
in

g h
is arm

s o
u

t to eith
er sid

e. C
h

ain
s h

eld
 his

fo
rearm

s tigh
tly, attach

ed
 to

 th
e d

ais on
 w

h
ich

 h
e sto

od
. T

h
ou

gh
I d

id no
t recall h

avin
g ever seen

 a d
eva, I kn

ew
 in

 m
y h

eart
w

h
at this w

as.
T

h
e d

eva raised
 h

is h
ead

 and
 rested

 his gaze u
p

on
 m

e. H
is

vo
ice w

as p
u

re an
d

 m
elo

d
ic. “W

h
at is it yo

u
 w

ish
 o

f T
rias,

m
o

rtal? S
p

eak yo
u

r m
in

d
 an

d
 leave m

e to
 m

y m
e

m
o

ries o
f

p
arad

ise.” B
efo

re I co
u

ld
 an

sw
er, th

e d
eva’s face tigh

ten
ed

 an
d

ch
an

ged
 to

 a fro
w

n
. T

h
e d

eva tu
rn

ed its h
ead an

d rested
 its gaze

u
p

on
 M

o
rte.

“T
h

e sten
ch

 o
f B

aato
r lies th

ick ab
ou

t yo
u

, sku
ll.” M

o
rte

im
m

ed
iately sh

o
t b

ack a rep
ly.

“Y
o

u
 do

n
’t sm

ell an
y b

etter. W
h

en
 w

as th
e last tim

e yo
u

b
ath

ed
?”

M
ean

w
h

ile, F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race h

ad
 b

een
 clo

sely exa
m

in
in

g
th

e d
eva. S

h
e m

o
ved

 clo
se to

 m
e, so

 th
at on

ly I co
u

ld
 h

ear h
er

co
m

m
en

t.
“A

 d
e

va…
 yet th

o
se ch

ain
s do

 no
t seem

 to
 b

ind
 h

im
 so

m
u

ch
 

as 
sm

o
th

er 
h

is 
m

in
d

…
” 

D
ak'ko

n
, 

ho
w

ever, 
h

ad
o

verh
eard

, an
d ch

o
se to

 add
 his o

w
n

 ob
servatio

n
, fo

un
d

ed
 in

p
erso

n
al exp

erien
ce.

“T
h

e ch
ain

s d
o

 n
o

t ho
ld h

im
. B

elief ch
ain

s h
im

.”
I w

as cu
rio

u
s ab

ou
t th

e d
eva’s co

m
m

en
ts, an

d
 d

ecid
ed

 to
q

u
estion

 h
im

 ab
o

u
t o

th
er m

atters b
efo

re askin
g fo

r h
elp

 fo
r

m
yself. I also

 w
ish

ed
 to

 learn
 so

m
eth

in
g abo

u
t th

is d
eva b

efo
re

co
m

m
ittin

g m
yself.
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T
ri

as

T
R

IA
S

T
he

 t
un

ne
ls

 u
nd

er
 C

ur
st

 w
er

e 
th

ic
k 

w
it

h 
fi

en
ds

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 n

as
ty

cr
ea

tu
re

s.
 W

e 
fo

ug
ht

 t
re

lo
ns

, 
nu

pp
er

ib
o,

 l
em

ur
es

, 
ab

is
ha

i, 
ev

en
a 

ge
hr

el
et

h.
W

e 
al

so
 e

nc
ou

nt
er

ed
 a

 f
ie

nd
 w

hi
ch

 n
am

ed
 i

ts
el

f 
T

ek
’e

la
ch

,
a 

co
rn

ug
on

, 
a 

gr
ea

te
r 

B
aa

te
zu

. 
T

he
 c

re
at

ur
e 

se
em

ed
 t

o 
fe

el
 t

ha
t

m
y 

ac
ti

on
s 

w
er

e 
ac

tu
al

ly
 s

er
vi

ng
 i

ts
 p

ur
po

se
. 

W
he

th
er

 o
r 

no
t

w
ha

t 
I 

w
as

 d
oi

ng
 w

ou
ld

 b
en

ef
it

 t
he

 B
aa

te
zu

, 
I 

w
on

de
re

d 
at

 i
ts

fa
it

h 
in

 
ta

lk
in

g 
so

 
op

en
ly

 
to

 
m

e.
 

I 
re

so
lv

ed
 

th
at

 
w

ha
te

ve
r

ha
pp

en
ed

, T
ek

’e
la

ch
 w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

ar
ou

nd
 to

 s
ee

 it
.

I 
or

de
re

d 
m

y 
co

m
pa

ni
on

s 
to

 a
tt

ac
k 

th
e 

fi
en

d.
 B

y 
it

se
lf

w
it

ho
ut

 
an

y 
su

pp
or

t, 
w

e 
ra

pi
dl

y 
di

sp
at

ch
ed

 
it

, 
or

 
at

 
le

as
t

re
m

ov
ed

 
it

s 
fo

rm
 

fr
om

 
C

ur
st

, 
si

nc
e 

I 
do

ub
te

d 
w

e 
co

ul
d

pe
rm

an
en

tl
y 

ki
ll

 it
.

W
e 

al
so

, u
ne

xp
ec

te
dl

y,
 m

et
 a

 h
um

an
 i

n 
th

e 
tu

nn
el

s.
 I

 s
aw

 a
di

rt
y 

m
an

, 
hu

nc
he

d 
an

d 
cr

ab
be

d 
w

it
h 

ag
e 

an
d 

da
rk

ne
ss

. 
H

is
la

nk
, g

re
as

y 
ha

ir
 f

le
w

 f
ro

m
 h

is
 s

ho
ul

de
rs

 a
s 

he
 s

pi
ed

 u
s,

 a
nd

 h
is

ey
es

 w
en

t 
w

id
e 

w
it

h 
fe

ar
. 

H
is

 f
in

ge
rs

 b
eg

an
 t

w
is

ti
ng

 t
hr

ou
gh

ar
ca

n
e 

p
at

te
rn

s…
 A

fte
r 

w
h

at
 w

e 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

 t
h

ro
u

gh
, 

th
o

u
gh

, 
I

d
id

n
’t 

fe
ar

 a
n

y 
sp

el
l 

h
e 

m
ig

h
t 

ge
t 

o
ff,

 a
n

d
 j

u
st

 g
rin

n
ed

 a
t 

h
im

.
H

e 
d

ro
pp

ed
 h

is
 h

an
d

s,
 a

n
d

 g
av

e 
m

e 
a 

p
ec

u
lia

r 
st

ar
e.

“A
ch

, 
an

o
th

er
 v

is
ito

r,
 e

h
? 

Y
o

u
'll

 a
ll 

b
e 

w
an

tin
’ 

to
 s

ca
re

 t
h

e
o

l’ 
h

er
m

it 
h

al
f 

to
 d

ea
th

, 
eh

? 
T

h
es

e 
tu

nn
el

s’
re

 n
o

 p
la

ce
 f

o
r 

a
ca

su
al

 s
p

rin
g 

w
al

k,
 y

'k
n

o
w

. 
W

h
at

 d
'y

o
u

 w
an

t 
fr

o
m

 m
e?

”
“I

'm
 l

o
o

ki
n

g 
fo

r 
a 

d
ev

a,
” 

I 
as

ke
d

 h
im

, 
g

et
tin

g 
ri

gh
t 

to
 t

h
e

p
o

in
t. “H

ea
rd

 r
u

m
o

rs
 a

b
o

u
t 

it,
 b

u
t 

th
is

 o
l’ 

h
er

m
it 

ai
n

’t 
se

en
 i

t.
 I

th
ou

gh
t 

it 
m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
u

nd
er

gr
o

un
d

, 
si

n
ce

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

 l
o

ck
s 

u
p 

al
l

go
o

d
 t

h
in

gs
, 

b
ut

 I
 s

til
l 

ca
n

’t 
fin

d 
it.

 I
f 

I 
co

u
ld

, 
I'd

 a
sk

 i
f 

it'
d

h
ea

rd
 a

b
ou

t 
m

y 
go

d
.”

 H
e 

ra
tt

le
d

 o
ff 

a 
si

gh
, 

an
d

 lo
o

ke
d

 d
o

w
n

 t
h

e
h

al
lw

a
y.

 “
S

o
m

eh
o

w
, 

it 
fe

el
s 

lik
e 

it'
d

 b
e 

o
ff 

to
 t

h
e 

w
es

t 
th

er
e.

B
u

t 
I 

st
ill

 h
av

en
’t 

fo
un

d
 it

. 
It 

m
u

st
 h

av
e 

a 
gu

ar
d

ia
n

.”
 H

e 
w

in
ke

d
at

 m
e. “W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 d

o
in

g 
d

o
w

n
 h

er
e,

 a
n

yw
a

y?
” 

H
e 

si
gh

ed
 a

ga
in

n
o

is
ily

, 
ca

u
gh

t 
h

im
se

lf,
 a

n
d

 lo
o

ke
d

 a
ro

u
nd

 w
ild

ly
 fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
“I

 c
a

m
e 

to
 C

u
rs

t 
b

ec
au

se
 m

y 
go

d
 w

as
 e

xi
le

d
 t

o
 C

ar
ce

ri.
 I

'v
e

b
ee

n
 m

o
vi

n
’ 

cl
o

se
r 

to
 h

im
 a

lla
 t

h
e 

tim
e,

 b
u

t 
I'm

 n
o

t 
go

in
’ 

in
to

th
e 

p
ri

so
n

 p
la

n
e 

af
te

r 
h

im
. 

I'm
 t

ry
in

’ 
to

 f
in

d
 a

 w
a

y 
to

 g
et

 h
im

W
ee

pi
ng

 S
to

ne
 C

at
ac

om
bs

85

to
m

bs
, l

iv
in

g 
in

 d
ar

kn
es

s,
 a

nd
 c

om
in

g 
to

 le
ar

n 
th

e 
na

tu
re

 o
f 

w
hy

th
e 

st
on

es
 b

en
ea

th
 S

ig
il

 w
ee

p.
I 

ex
am

in
ed

 h
is

 o
th

er
 t

at
to

os
 f

or
 a

 w
hi

le
, 

an
d 

re
so

lv
ed

 t
o

co
m

e 
ba

ck
 a

nd
 m

ak
e 

a 
pu

rc
ha

se
 w

he
n 

I 
ha

d 
m

or
e 

ti
m

e 
an

d 
ji

nk
.

O
ut

si
de

, 
I 

re
jo

in
ed

 t
he

 o
th

er
s.

 T
yp

ic
al

ly
, 

M
or

te
 h

ad
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

a
jo

ke
. “I
 k

n
ew

 y
o

u
'd

 b
e 

b
ac

k,
 c

h
ie

f! 
F

in
al

ly
 r

e
al

iz
ed

 y
o

u
 n

ee
d

ed
m

e,
 h

u
h

?”
 I

 r
em

ai
n

ed
 s

ile
n

t 
o

n
 w

h
at

 I
 h

ad
 l

ea
rn

ed
 i

n
si

d
e,

 l
itt

le
en

o
u

gh
 th

at
 it

 w
as

.
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D

ead N
ations

D
E

A
D

 N
A

T
IO

N
S

A
fter another night at the inn, w

e m
ade our w

ay back to the
B

uried V
illage and the catacom

bs. A
s w

e explored w
e began to

run into zom
bie w

arriors, and the bodies of skeletal w
arriors,

that is, skeletons w
ho had becom

e w
arriors only after they w

ere
d

ried
 b

on
e. I th

ou
gh

t w
e m

igh
t b

e gettin
g clo

se to th
e ‘D

ead
N

atio
n

s’ th
e ston

e face h
ad

 to
ld

 u
s abo

u
t, and

 I p
u

sh
ed

 fo
rw

ard
,

kn
o

w
in

g w
e w

ere en
terin

g an
 area P

h
arod

 h
ad

n
’t p

en
etrated.

W
e p

u
sh

ed
 op

en
 o

n
e d

oo
r, an

d
 stopp

ed
, su

rp
rised. A

 large
gath

erin
g o

f th
e u

nd
ead

 w
ere w

aitin
g fo

r u
s. O

n
e, a skeleto

n
 in

ro
b

es w
ith

 a fan
cy sta

ff, sp
o

ke.
“S

to
p

! T
h

o
u

 h
ave co

m
e to

o
 far, traveler, an

d
 tresp

assed
 in

to
th

e D
ead

 N
atio

n
s, realm

 o
f th

e S
ilen

t K
in

g! W
ill th

ou
 sub

m
it

p
eace

fu
lly?”

“S
u

b
m

it to
 w

h
at?”

“ ’T
is th

e w
ill o

f th
e S

ilen
t K

in
g th

at all w
h

o p
ass th

e gates
in

to 
ou

r 
N

ation
 

b
eco

m
e 

p
riso

n
ers 

o
f 

h
is 

land
s. 

W
ill 

tho
u

su
b

m
it?”

I w
asn

’t at all su
re o

f o
u

r ch
an

ces again
st th

e n
u

m
b

ers in
fro

n
t o

f u
s. B

esid
es, as lo

n
g as th

e u
nd

ead
 w

ere talkin
g, it w

as
p

o
ssib

le I m
igh

t learn
 so

m
eth

in
g u

sefu
l. I agreed

 to
 sub

m
it.

“C
o

m
e, th

en
…

 w
e sh

all sh
o

w
 th

ee to
 th

e C
h

ap
el. K

n
o

w
th

is: th
ou

 sh
all b

e free to
 w

an
d

er th
ese h

alls, b
u

t n
ot to

 leave th
e

cataco
m

b
s. T

h
o

u
 sh

all b
e a p

riso
n

er h
ere un

til th
y d

eath
; sh

ou
ld

th
ou

 later arise as w
e h

ave, th
o

u
 sh

all b
e free. P

raise th
e S

ilen
t

K
in

g; h
is w

ill b
e d

on
e.”

T
h

e
y 

to
o

k 
u

s 
th

ro
u

gh 
several 

p
assa

ges, 
an

d
 

an
 

an
cien

t
ch

ap
el. F

ro
m

 th
ere, 

an
o

th
er p

assage 
led

 
to

 
a 

roo
m

. 
T

o
 

m
y

su
rp

rise, 
th

e 
roo

m
 

th
e

y 
left 

u
s 

in
 

co
n

tain
ed

 
ano

th
er 

livin
g

p
erso

n
. S

o
m

eo
n

e I kn
ew

, w
h

o
 greeted

 m
e.

“A
h

, an
o

th
er m

e
m

b
er o

f th
e livin

g. M
o

st are slain b
y th

e
gh

o
u

ls, th
is far in

to
 th

e cataco
m

b
s; yo

u
 are fo

rtu
n

ate.”
“Y

o
u

’re S
o

ego
, fro

m
 th

e M
o

rtu
ary. W

h
at are yo

u
 d

o
in

g
h

ere?”
“Y

o
u

r m
e

m
o

ry serves yo
u

 w
ell. I am

 n
o

 lo
n

ger station
ed

 in
th

e M
o

rtu
ary…

 in
stead

, I h
ave b

eco
m

e a m
issio

n
ary in

 th
ese

p
arts.”

“M
issio

n
ary?”

C
urst

367

m
y testim

ony to arrest the tw
o, not from

 any sense of civic duty,
but because it served to further schem

es of his ow
n.

W
hen I returned to D

allan I considered asking w
hy he w

as
in

terested
 in A

n
'iziu

s, b
u

t I didn
’t bo

th
er. It w

as u
n

do
ub

ted
ly

an
o

th
er d

esign
 fo

r p
erson

al gain
. I w

as alread
y h

eartily sick o
f

C
u

rst, and
 cou

ldn
’t w

ait to
 leave it. I go

t h
is p

art o
f th

e ke
y, an

d
m

o
ved

 o
n

 to
 th

e last key-h
o

ld
er.

D
o

n
o Q

u
isho

 w
as a red

-h
aired

 w
o

m
an

, sh
o

rt an
d p

lu
m

p
.

H
er req

u
est w

as sim
p

le. U
se th

e scro
ll sh

e gave m
e to

 su
m

m
o

n
th

e fien
d

 A
gril-S

h
an

ak to
 a p

entagra
m

, an
d

 th
en

 free it w
h

en
 it

ap
p

eared
. I reso

lved
 to

 fo
llo

w
 h

er in
stru

ctio
n

s exactly.
T

h
e p

en
tagra

m
 w

as lo
cated

 in
 an

 old
 grain elevato

r. I u
sed

D
o

n
o Q

u
isho

’s scro
ll to

 su
m

m
o

n
 A

gril-S
h

an
ak. T

h
en

 I o
rd

ered
m

y co
m

p
an

io
n

s to
 attack th

e fien
d

. A
s w

e atta
cked

, o
u

r feet
scu

ffed
 o

u
t po

rtio
n

s o
f th

e p
entagra

m
, w

h
ich

 ‘freed
’ it to

 leave
th

e p
en

tagram
. O

u
r attack, w

h
ich

 h
ad co

m
e as a su

rp
rise to

 th
e

fien
d

, sh
o

rtly freed
 it fro

m
 its b

o
d

y as w
ell. I do

ub
ted

 w
h

eth
er

w
e h

ad
 p

erm
an

en
tly d

estro
yed

 it, bu
t it w

o
u

ldn
’t b

e b
oth

erin
g

an
yo

n
e fo

r q
u

ite so
m

e tim
e.

D
o

n
o Q

u
isho

 w
as u

p
set th

at I h
ad

 killed
 th

e fien
d

, b
u

t h
er

w
o

rd
 n

ever th
e less b

ou
nd

 h
er to

 give m
e th

e fifth
 p

art o
f th

e
ke

y. I retu
rn

ed
 to B

arse th
e inn

keep
 again

, tellin
g h

im
 th

e five
p

art ke
y.

“S
u

ch
 

place 
etern

al 
ju

stice 
h

ad 
p

rep
ared 

fo
r 

th
o

se
reb

ellio
u

s…
H

ere th
eir P

rison
 o

rd
ain

ed in u
tter d

arkn
ess…

…
th

eir po
rtio

n
 set…

A
s far re

m
o

ved
 fro

m
 G

o
d

s an
d

 ligh
t o

f H
eaven

…
A

s fro
m

 th
e C

en
ter th

rice to th
e u

tm
o

st p
o

le.”
B

arse o
p

en
ed

 h
is secret tu

nn
el fo

r u
s, an

d w
e w

en
t d

o
w

n
 it,

u
n

d
er th

e streets o
f C

u
rst.
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6

C
ur

st

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

 t
ry

 t
o 

at
ta

ck
 h

im
? 

W
ha

t 
if

 I
 s

ai
d 

th
at

 I
 w

an
te

d 
th

at
m

o
n

e
y 

fo
r 

m
ys

el
f?

 D
o

es
 t

h
e 

m
o

tiv
at

io
n

 m
at

te
r?

 Y
o

u
’r

e 
ge

tt
in

g
w

h
at

 y
o

u
 w

an
t 

—
 t

h
e 

K
ey

 —
 a

n
d

 I
'm

 g
et

tin
g 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

o
u

t 
o

f
th

is
 fo

r 
m

ys
el

f.
”

T
h

e 
d

u
m

p
 w

a
s 

ea
sy

 e
n

o
u

gh
 t

o
 f

in
d

. 
I 

sa
w

 a
 s

cr
u

ffy
 o

ld
 m

an
w

h
o

 r
ee

ke
d

 o
f 

g
ar

b
ag

e.
 H

e 
se

e
m

ed
 s

o
m

eh
o

w
 m

o
re

 v
ita

l 
th

an
m

o
st

 o
f 

th
e 

p
eo

p
le

 o
f 

th
is

 t
o

w
n

, 
m

o
re

 v
ib

ra
n

t,
 a

s 
if 

h
e 

d
id

n
’t

q
u

ite
 b

el
on

g 
h

er
e.

 H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 u
p

 a
t 

m
e 

as
 I

 a
p

p
ro

ac
h

ed
, 

an
d

st
ra

ig
h

te
n

ed
 h

is
 b

ac
k.

“C
o

m
e 

to
 

se
e 

K
ys

e?
 

H
e

ar
d

 
st

o
rie

s 
o

f 
w

is
d

o
m

 
an

d
rig

h
te

o
u

sn
es

s?
 E

xa
m

p
le

s 
to

 b
e 

se
t 

an
d

 l
iv

ed
 b

y?
” 

I 
as

ke
d

 w
h

o
h

e 
w

as
.

“I
 a

m
 K

ys
e,

 c
ar

et
a

ke
r 

o
f 

th
e 

to
w

n
’s

 r
ef

u
se

. 
I 

te
n

d
 t

o
 t

h
ei

r
ga

rb
ag

e,
 a

n
d

 i
n

 m
et

ap
h

o
r 

I 
h

av
e 

se
en

 a
 f

ai
r 

n
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
so

u
ls

flo
at

 
th

is
 

w
a

y 
a

s 
w

el
l. 

I 
am

 
th

e 
vo

ic
e 

th
at

 
u

rg
es

 
th

em
 

to
go

o
d

n
es

s 
—

 a
n

d
 I

 f
ea

r 
th

e
y 

ig
n

o
re

 m
e.

” 
I 

th
en

 a
sk

ed
 a

b
ou

t 
th

e
th

u
gs

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 t

h
re

at
en

ed
 h

im
.

“W
er

n
et

 i
s 

th
e 

m
an

, 
a 

le
ad

er
 o

f 
lic

e,
 a

 c
o

lle
ct

o
r 

o
f 

si
n

s.
 H

e
te

lls
 m

e 
I 

h
av

e 
co

in
, 

th
at

 I
 s

h
ou

ld
 g

iv
e 

it 
to

 h
im

, 
b

u
t 

m
y 

w
ea

lth
lie

s 
so

le
ly

 i
n

 m
y 

h
ea

rt
 a

n
d

 m
y 

fa
ith

. 
I 

h
av

e 
to

ld
 h

im
 t

h
is

. 
I 

fe
ar

h
e 

d
o

es
 n

o
t 

b
el

ie
ve

. 
G

o
, 

co
n

vi
n

ce
 h

im
 o

f 
th

is
. 

P
le

as
e.

 H
e 

st
an

d
s

in
 I

nn
er

 C
u

rs
t, 

on
 th

e 
so

u
th

er
n 

si
d

e,
 n

ea
r 

th
e 

w
ag

o
n

s.
”

I 
tr

ie
d

 t
al

ki
n

g 
to

 W
er

n
et

, 
bu

t 
h

e,
 n

ot
 s

u
rp

ri
si

n
gl

y,
 r

e
fu

se
d

 t
o

lis
te

n
. 

I 
w

as
 f

o
rc

ed
 in

st
ea

d
 t

o
 f

ig
h

t 
o

ff 
th

e 
th

u
gs

 W
er

n
et

 s
en

t 
to

th
e 

du
m

p
. 

K
ys

e 
se

e
m

ed
 s

tu
p

ef
ie

d
 t

h
at

 a
n

yo
n

e 
in

 C
u

rs
t 

w
o

u
ld

sa
ve

 h
is

 li
fe

, 
b

u
t 

I 
w

as
 g

la
d

 t
o

 h
av

e 
h

el
p

ed
 h

im
.

I 
re

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
N

ab
at

 t
o 

ge
t 

th
e 

th
ir

d
 p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

ke
y.

 N
o

w
 t

h
at

I 
h

ad
 d

on
e 

h
is

 j
ob

, 
h

e 
w

as
 w

ill
in

g 
to

 a
d

m
it 

th
at

 h
e 

w
an

te
d

re
ve

n
ge

 o
n

 t
h

e 
ga

n
g 

th
at

 h
ad

 t
h

re
at

en
ed

 K
ys

e,
 a

n
d

 
th

at
 

h
e

h
im

se
lf 

h
ad

 s
ta

rt
ed

 t
h

e 
ru

m
o

rs
 t

h
at

 K
ys

e 
w

as
 h

id
in

g 
a 

st
as

h
 o

f
go

ld
. I 
ta

lk
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e 
n

ex
t 

ke
y-

h
o

ld
er

, 
D

al
la

n
, 

a 
ta

ll 
m

an
 w

ith
sh

o
u

ld
er

-le
n

gt
h

 b
la

ck
 h

ai
r 

an
d

 p
ie

rc
in

g 
b

lu
e 

ey
es

. 
H

e 
as

ke
d

 m
e

to
 s

et
tle

 a
…

 s
itu

at
io

n 
in

vo
lv

in
g 

a 
ci

ty
 le

ad
er

, 
a 

gi
th

ya
n

ki
 n

a
m

ed
A

n
'iz

iu
s,

 b
u

t h
e 

re
fu

se
d

 t
o

 s
ay

 w
h

at
 o

u
tc

o
m

e 
h

e 
p

re
fe

rr
ed

.
I 

fo
u

n
d 

A
n

'iz
iu

s 
n

ea
r 

th
e 

to
w

n
’s

 g
at

e 
to

 C
ar

ce
ri

, 
th

e 
p

ri
so

n
p

la
n

e.
 H

e 
re

qu
es

te
d

 I
 f

ra
m

e 
h

is
 e

n
em

y,
 a

 w
o

m
an

 n
am

ed
 S

ia
b

h
a.

I 
ta

lk
ed

 t
o

 S
ia

b
h

a,
 t

o
 g

et
 h

er
 s

id
e 

o
f 

th
e 

st
o

ry
. 

S
h

e 
b

ar
el

y
lis

te
n

ed
 t

o
 w

h
at

 I
 s

ai
d

, 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 o

ffe
rin

g 
to

 d
ou

b
le

 a
n

y
m

o
n

e
y 

A
n

'iz
iu

s 
o

ffe
re

d
 if

 I
 w

o
u

ld
 d

o
ub

le
 c

ro
ss

 h
im

.
I 

w
as

 d
is

gu
st

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
d

o
ub

le
-d

ea
lin

g 
I 

h
ad

 f
o

un
d

 in
 C

u
rs

t,
an

d
 t

o
ld

 t
h

e 
ca

p
ta

in
 o

f 
th

e 
ci

ty
 g

u
ar

d
 t

h
at

 b
o

th
 A

n
'iz

iu
s 

an
d

S
ia

b
h

a 
w

er
e 

at
te

m
p

tin
g 

to
 f

ra
m

e 
o

n
e 

an
o

th
er

. 
H

e 
ea

ge
rl

y 
u

se
d

D
ea

d 
N

at
io

ns
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“Y
es

, 
I 

ca
m

e 
to

 t
h

es
e 

ca
ta

co
m

b
s 

a
fte

r 
h

ea
rin

g 
ru

m
o

rs
 o

f
u

n
d

ea
d 

th
at

 w
er

e a
w

ar
e 

in
 t

h
es

e 
p

ar
ts

. 
I 

ho
p

e 
to

 s
av

e 
th

em
.

P
as

si
on

 t
ie

s 
th

em
 t

o
 t

h
is

 f
al

se
 l

ife
. 

I 
h

o
p

e 
I 

ca
n 

t
ea

ch
 t

h
em

 t
o

fo
rs

ak
e 

th
es

e 
p

as
si

o
n

s 
an

d 
le

av
e 

th
is

 f
al

se
 li

fe
 b

eh
in

d 
an

d 
re

ac
h

th
e 

T
ru

e 
D

ea
th

.”
“Y

o
u

 w
an

t 
th

em
 t

o
 d

ie
?”

“I
 w

is
h

 t
h

em
 t

o
 t

ra
n

sc
en

d
 t

h
is

 p
la

n
e 

o
f 

ex
is

te
n

ce
, 

d
iv

o
rc

e
th

em
se

lv
es

 f
ro

m
 p

as
si

o
n

. 
It 

ca
n

 s
av

e 
th

em
.”

 A
s 

I 
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 f
in

d
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

to
 r

es
t 

in
 th

e 
ro

o
m

, 
h

e 
st

op
p

ed
 m

e.
“A

 m
o

m
en

t 
o

f 
yo

u
r 

tim
e 

b
ef

o
re

 y
o

u
 g

o
. 

D
o

 n
o

t 
at

ta
ck

 a
n

y
o

f 
th

e 
u

nd
ea

d
 h

er
e 

in
 t

h
e 

ca
ta

co
m

b
s;

 t
h

e
y 

w
ill

 n
o

t 
h

ar
m

 y
o

u
 s

o
lo

n
g 

as
 y

o
u

 r
em

ai
n

 p
ea

ce
fu

l. 
S

h
o

ul
d 

yo
u

 p
ro

ve
 h

o
st

ile
 t

h
ey

 w
ill

d
ef

en
d

 t
h

em
se

lv
es

, 
an

d
 t

h
er

e 
ar

e…
 m

an
y 

o
f t

h
e

m
.”

T
h

er
e 

w
as

 l
itt

le
 i

n
 t

h
e 

w
a

y 
o

f 
fu

rn
itu

re
 i

n
 t

h
e 

ro
o

m
, 

o
n

ly
 a

m
et

al
 t

ab
le

 w
h

ic
h

 I
 s

at
 u

po
n.

 I
 r

ea
liz

ed
 t

h
is

 m
u

st
 b

e 
w

er
e 

S
o

eg
o

sl
ep

t.
 L

o
o

ki
n

g 
at

 t
h

e 
si

d
e 

o
f 

th
e 

ta
b

le
 w

h
er

e 
m

y 
fe

et
 d

an
gl

ed
 I

sa
w

 a
 p

an
el

 o
n 

th
e 

si
d

e 
w

h
ic

h
 w

as
 s

lig
h

tly
 a

ja
r.

 W
o

n
d

er
in

g 
if

S
o

eg
o

 m
ig

h
t 

b
e 

u
si

n
g 

it 
to

 s
to

re
 h

is
 t

hi
n

gs
, 

I 
re

so
lv

ed
 t

o
 c

h
ec

k
in

 t
o

 i
t 

w
h

en
 h

e 
w

as
 n

o
t 

ar
o

un
d.

 I
 r

em
e

m
b

er
ed

 h
is

 s
u

sp
ic

io
u

s
ac

tio
n

s 
in

 t
h

e 
M

o
rt

u
ar

y,
 a

n
d

 q
u

es
tio

n
ed

 i
f 

w
h

at
 h

e 
h

ad
 t

o
ld

 m
e

o
f h

is
 r

ea
so

n
s 

fo
r 

b
ei

n
g 

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

th
e 

fu
ll 

tr
u

th
 fo

r 
hi

s 
p

re
se

n
ce

.
B

u
t 

en
o

u
gh

 o
f 

S
o

eg
o

 f
o

r 
no

w
. 

I 
le

ft 
th

e 
ro

o
m

, 
lo

o
ki

n
g 

fo
r

th
e 

sk
el

et
o

n
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 t
al

ke
d

 to
 u

s 
w

h
en

 w
e 

en
te

re
d

.
I 

fo
u

n
d 

th
e 

sk
el

et
o

n
 i

n
 t

h
e 

ch
ap

el
 w

e 
h

ad
 p

as
se

d
 t

h
ro

u
gh

b
ef

o
re

. 
T

h
e 

sk
el

et
o

n
 w

o
re

 w
h

at
 a

p
p

ea
re

d
 t

o
 b

e 
an

ci
en

t 
p

rie
st

’s
ro

b
es

, 
h

ea
vy

 a
n

d
 o

rn
at

e.
 I

t 
ca

rr
ie

d
 a

 l
ar

ge
, 

im
p

re
ss

iv
e 

st
av

e,
w

h
ic

h
 

w
as

 
ca

p
p

ed
 

w
ith

 
in

tr
ic

at
el

y 
ca

rv
ed

 
h

o
rn

s,
 

d
an

gl
in

g
p

en
d

an
ts

, 
an

d
 a

 g
ild

ed
 s

ku
ll.

I 
m

o
ve

d
 i

n
 f

ro
n

t 
o

f 
it,

 t
o

 g
et

 i
ts

 a
tt

en
tio

n
. 

T
h

e 
sk

el
et

o
n

, 
its

e
ye

s 
a

gl
o

w
 l

ik
e 

tw
o

 b
u

rn
in

g 
em

b
er

s,
 l

o
o

ke
d

 m
e 

o
ve

r…
 b

u
t

m
ad

e 
n

o
 r

ep
ly

. 
I 

as
ke

d
 if

 it
 w

as
 t

h
is

 S
ile

n
t 

K
in

g 
in

 w
h

o
se

 n
am

e
w

e 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

 im
p

ri
so

n
ed

.
It 

sh
oo

k 
its

 h
ea

d,
 t

u
rn

in
g 

w
ith

 a
n

 e
er

ie
 g

ra
ce

 a
n

d
 p

o
in

tin
g

ea
st

w
ar

d
s.

 It
 t

h
en

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 m
e 

o
n

ce
 m

o
re

.
I 

as
ke

d
 if

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 s

p
ea

k 
to

 th
e 

S
ile

n
t 

K
in

g.
It 

h
el

d 
up

 a
 b

o
n

y 
p

al
m

. 
W

ith
 a

 c
re

a
ki

n
g 

gr
o

an
 a

n
d

 a
 p

u
ff 

o
f

d
u

st
, 

its
 

ja
w

s 
o

p
en

ed
 

to
 

sp
ea

k:
 

“N
o

.”
 

Its
 

vo
ic

e,
 

d
ee

p
 

an
d

re
so

n
an

t,
 e

ch
o

ed
 fo

r 
a 

lo
n

g 
w

h
ile

 in
 th

e 
va

u
lte

d 
ch

am
b

er
.

“B
u

t 
w

h
y 

n
o

t?
” 

Its
 v

o
ic

e 
bo

o
m

ed
 t

h
ro

u
gh

ou
t 

th
e 

ch
am

b
er

.
“N

o
 l

iv
in

g 
cr

ea
tu

re
 m

a
y 

p
as

s 
th

e 
d

oo
rs

 t
h

at
 l

ea
d

 t
o 

h
is

th
ro

n
e 

ro
o

m
; 

n
o

r 
w

o
u

ld
 I

 a
llo

w
 t

h
ee

 a
n

 a
u

d
ie

n
ce

 e
ve

n
 i

f 
su

ch
 a

th
in

g 
w

er
e 

p
o

ss
ib

le
. T

h
ou

 s
h

al
l 

no
t s

ee
 h

im
.”
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D

ead N
ations

S
eeing that this line of questioning w

as going no w
here, I

tried another tack, asking w
hy I had been im

prisoned. T
he

skeleton replied in its resonant voice.
“ ’T

is th
e w

ill o
f th

e S
ilen

t K
in

g. T
h

e Livin
g 

w
h

o
 are

cau
gh

t h
ere are m

ad
e to

 lan
gu

ish
 in

 his h
alls u

n
til th

ey jo
in

 th
e

q
u

iet o
n

es.”
“C

o
u

ld h
e b

e co
n

vin
ced to

 allo
w

 o
th

erw
ise?” A

fter a sh
o

rt
silen

ce, its jaw
s crea

ked
 o

p
en

.
“ ’T

is d
o

u
btfu

l, bu
t p

erh
ap

s. M
ysterio

u
s are th

e w
a

ys o
f

S
ilen

t K
in

g.”
“W

h
at can

 I d
o

 to
 con

vin
ce yo

u
?”

“F
irstly, I 

w
o

u
ld

 kno
w

 w
h

y th
o

u
 are h

ere.” I an
sw

ered
h

o
n

estly, sin
ce I h

ad no
 reaso

n
 to

 th
in

k th
e skeleto

n
 w

o
u

ld
 care,

th
at I w

as search
in

g fo
r a b

ro
n

ze sp
h

ere, to
 w

h
ich

 it sh
oo

k its
h

ead
.

“I 
h

ave 
seen

 
n

o
 

su
ch 

th
in

g. 
W

h
y 

d
o

st 
tho

u
 

seek 
th

is
o

b
ject?” I exp

lain
ed

 it w
as fo

r a m
an

 n
a

m
ed

 P
h

aro
d

, w
h

ich
cau

sed
 a sm

all p
ro

blem
.

T
h

e 
skeleto

n
 

d
rew

 
b

ack. 
It 

lo
o

ked
 

up
 

and
 

aw
a

y, 
as 

if
p

eerin
g at th

e su
rface.

“B
lo

o
d still b

eats in
 h

is b
lack, w

o
rm

-rid
d

en
 h

eart? T
h

at
w

h
ee

zin
g sack o

f flesh
 still sen

d
s his p

ack in
to

 o
u

r ho
m

es to
raid

 an
d p

illage.” It faced
 m

e o
n

ce m
o

re. “T
h

o
u

 w
ere w

ro
n

g to
co

m
e 

h
ere…

 
w

e 
to

lerate 
n

o
 

su
ch

 
d

esecrato
rs 

w
ith

in 
ou

r
b

o
rd

ers.” I started
 to

 sp
eak, reco

n
sid

ered, th
en

 con
tinu

ed
, no

t
m

akin
g an

y e
xcu

ses.
“Ju

st w
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 in
ten

d
 to

 d
o, th

en
?”

“W
e sh

all execu
te th

ee, as p
er th

e law
 o

f th
e S

ilen
t K

in
g.

N
o

 to
m

b
-raid

er is to
 b

e allo
w

ed
 to

 live, h
ere.” I rep

lied w
ith

 th
e

first th
o

u
gh

t th
at cam

e to
 m

in
d

, th
at in

d
eed h

ad b
een

 w
ith

 m
e

sin
ce w

e w
ere to

ld
 w

e w
o

u
ld

 rem
ain

 h
ere u

n
til o

u
r d

eath
s.

“B
u

t I can
no

t d
ie.” It stared

 in
to

 m
y e

yes fo
r a tim

e b
e

fo
re

rep
lyin

g.
“T

h
is p

resen
ts n

o
 p

rob
lem

. T
h

o
u

 sh
all rem

ain
 h

ere, b
en

eath
th

e S
ilent K

in
g’s gaze, fo

r all etern
ity. P

erh
ap

s o
n

e d
ay th

o
u

sh
all see th

e fo
lly o

f th
y w

a
ys, an

d
 m

ake an
 effo

rt to
 b

e o
f u

se
to

 ou
r fair civilizatio

n
.”

I d
ecid

ed
 to

 lo
o

k arou
nd

 m
o

re o
f th

is D
ead

 N
ation

s b
efo

re
co

n
tin

u
in

g th
is co

n
versatio

n
, o

r in fact b
efo

re d
ecid

in
g ho

w
 I

w
a

s go
in

g to
 leave.

I fo
u

n
d th

ree typ
es o

f u
n

d
ead

 w
ith

in
 th

e h
alls.

F
irst w

ere th
e skeleto

n
s, w

h
ich

 alth
ou

gh
 th

e lon
gest in

 th
eir

p
ecu

liar state, seem
ed

 to
 h

ave b
est retain

ed
 th

e facu
lties th

ey

C
urst

365

about it. T
he guards’ve closed off portions of the tow

n, and
th

ey’re all tigh
t-w

o
u

n
d. T

h
ey'll take yo

u
 in

to jail on
 th

e sligh
test

p
retext th

ese d
ays. I d

o
n

’t kno
w

 h
o

w
 yo

u
 go

t in
 to

 to
w

n
, b

ut
yo

u
 ain

’t gettin
g o

ut un
less yo

u
 fin

d
 a po

rtal.”
I talked

 to
 M

arq
u

ez, a b
u

rly b
lon

d
 m

an
, w

h
o

 w
as a fo

rm
er

H
arm

o
n

iu
m

 o
fficer. H

e to
ld

 m
e w

h
ere to

 fin
d

 th
e slavers, w

h
o

w
ere 

H
arm

o
n

iu
m

 
m

e
m

b
ers. 

H
is 

reaso
n

s 
fo

r 
h

elp
in

g 
w

ere
o

u
tlin

ed
 in

 a few
 sen

ten
ces.

“I fo
u

n
d

 o
u

t th
at th

e H
arm

o
n

iu
m

 —
 a gro

u
p

 I'd b
elieved

 in
fro

m
 th

e start —
 w

as b
u

yin
g p

eo
p

le, kid
n

app
in

g th
em

, takin
g

th
em

 a
gain

st th
eir w

ill an
d

 ru
in

in
g th

eir lives. It w
as su

ckin
g th

e
life o

u
t o

f p
eop

le fo
r d

arin
g to

 b
e d

ifferen
t, an

d
 I cou

ldn
’t take it

an
ym

o
re. T

h
e slavers yo

u
'll b

e figh
tin

g are o
ld co

m
rad

es o
f

m
in

e.” H
e sp

at o
n

 th
e flo

or. “B
erks. Liars. Y

o
u

 can
’t tru

st
an

yo
n

e an
ym

o
re.”

T
h

e H
arm

o
n

iu
m

 slavers w
ere n

o
t h

ard
 to

 fin
d; evid

en
tly th

e
to

w
n

 
w

as 
so

 
co

rru
p

t 
th

ey 
h

ad
 

felt 
n

o
 

n
eed

 
to

 
h

id
e 

th
eir

activities. W
e e

asily d
e

feated
 th

em
. T

h
e in

n
keep

ers d
au

gh
ter

w
a

s freed
, an

d
 I o

b
tain

ed
 th

e first p
art o

f th
e verb

al key fro
m

M
arq

u
ez w

h
en

 w
e retu

rn
ed

 to th
e T

raito
r’s G

ate. H
e to

ld
 m

e th
e

p
erso

n
 to

 talk to
 fo

r th
e seco

nd
 p

art o
f th

e key, n
a

m
ed

 K
itla.

I talked
 to

 th
e tall, strikin

g w
o

m
an

. S
h

e w
an

ted
 m

e to
 settle

th
e qu

estio
n o

f an
 in

h
eritan

ce b
etw

een
 C

ru
m

p
lep

u
n

ch
 th

e sm
ith

an
d

 
K

ester 
th

e 
d

istiller. 
S

h
e 

w
as 

w
illin

g 
to

 
accep

t 
an

y
reso

lu
tio

n
, even

 th
eir d

eath
s. I d

id
n’t see w

h
y th

at w
o

u
ld

 b
e

n
ecessary, an

d
 agreed

 to
 h

er d
em

an
d

.
I talked

 to
 th

e tw
o

 feu
d

in
g m

en
. C

ru
m

p
lep

u
n

ch
 w

as p
oo

rly
ed

u
cated

, and
 seem

ed
 glad

 to
 let an

 o
u

tsid
er settle th

e d
etails o

f
th

e inh
eritan

ce. H
e gave m

e a cru
m

p
led

 sh
eet o

f vellu
m

 o
n

w
h

ich
 h

is fath
er h

ad
 w

ritten
 to h

im
. K

ester w
a

s m
o

re relu
ctan

t,
b

u
t I m

an
ag

ed
 to

 talk him
 in

to
 allo

w
in

g m
e to

 m
ed

iate as w
ell.

H
e to

o
 h

ad
 a d

o
cu

m
en

t w
ritten

 b
y h

is fath
er. T

h
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts
w

ere p
o

o
rly w

ritten
, an

d
 un

clear, bu
t b

ased
 on

 w
h

at I co
u

ld
p

u
zzle ou

t I sp
lit th

e in
h

eritan
ce b

etw
een

 th
e tw

o
 b

ro
th

ers.
C

ru
m

p
lep

u
n

ch
 w

as satisfied
, b

u
t pred

ictab
ly K

ester w
as n

o
t.

I retu
rn

ed to K
itla, w

h
o

 gave m
e th

e seco
n

d
 p

art o
f th

e key,
an

d
 po

in
ted

 o
u

t th
e h

o
ld

er o
f th

e third
 p

art, on
e N

ab
at. H

e w
as

frien
d

ly en
o

u
gh

, an
d

 asked
 m

e to
 p

reven
t a gro

up
 o

f ru
ffian

s
fro

m
 ro

u
gh

in
g up

 K
yse, th

e caretaker o
f th

e to
w

n
 d

u
m

p
, and

takin
g h

is m
o

n
e

y. W
h

en
 I asked

 w
h

y th
is w

as so
 im

p
o

rtan
t to

h
im

, h
e w

o
u

ld
 on

ly an
sw

er m
y q

u
estio

n
 w

ith
 ano

th
er q

u
estio

n.
“D

o
es 

it 
really 

m
atter? 

W
h

at 
if 

I 
said

 
h

e 
w

as 
m

y
gran

d
fath

er? W
h

at if I said
 I w

an
ted

 reven
ge o

n
 th

e p
eo

p
le w

h
o
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C
ur

st

lo
ok

ed
 v

er
y 

an
gr

y.
 “

W
h

at
 t

h
e 

h
el

l 
do

 y
o

u
 w

an
t,

 a
n

yw
a

y?
 Y

o
u

an
 a

d
ve

n
tu

re
r 

o
r 

so
m

et
h

in
g?

”
“W

h
y?

 W
h

at
’s

 w
ro

n
g?

”
“W

h
at

’s
 w

ro
n

g 
is

 t
h

at
 m

y 
d

au
gh

te
r 

go
t 

h
er

se
lf 

ki
d

n
ap

p
ed

b
y 

sl
a

ve
rs

, 
an

d
 n

o
w

 t
h

e 
p

la
ce

 is
 g

o
in

g 
to

 f
al

l 
b

eh
in

d
 o

n
 it

s 
b

ill
s

an
d

 I
'm

 g
o

in
g 

to
 lo

se
 t

h
e 

p
la

ce
 t

o 
on

e 
o

f 
th

o
se

 r
ic

h
 p

ik
er

s 
in

 t
h

e
fir

st
 c

irc
le

.”
 H

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 a

t 
m

e 
m

o
re

 c
lo

se
ly

. 
“Y

o
u

’re
 t

h
e 

fe
llo

w
as

ki
n

g 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
d

ev
a,

 a
in

’t 
yo

u
? 

T
el

l 
yo

u
 w

h
at

. 
Y

o
u

 h
el

p
 m

e
o

u
t, 

I'l
l h

el
p

 y
o

u
.”

“W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t t
h

e 
d

eva?
” 

H
e 

sm
ile

d
 c

ra
fti

ly
 a

s 
I

as
ke

d
 m

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

.
“Y

o
u

’re
 l

oo
ki

n
g 

fo
r 

h
im

, 
ai

n
’t 

yo
u

? 
I 

ca
n

 t
el

l 
yo

u
 t

h
at

 h
e’

s
h

id
d

en
 f

ar
 b

en
ea

th
 t

h
e 

p
ri

so
n

. 
I 

ca
n

 t
el

l 
yo

u
 h

o
w

 t
o

 g
et

 t
h

er
e,

to
o

, 
ap

ar
t 

fr
o

m
 b

ei
n

g 
ar

re
st

ed
 o

r 
tr

yi
n

g 
to

 b
rib

e 
yo

u
r 

w
a

y 
in

 —
w

h
ic

h
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
w

o
rk

 a
n

yw
a

y.
”

“G
o

 
o

ve
r 

th
er

e 
an

d
 

ta
lk

 
to

 
M

ar
q

u
ez

. 
H

e’
s 

th
e 

ex
-

H
ar

m
o

n
iu

m
 f

el
lo

w
. 

H
e 

kn
o

w
s 

ab
o

u
t 

th
es

e 
sl

av
er

s 
—

 a
n

d
 h

e
h

o
ld

s 
th

e 
fir

st
 p

ar
t o

f t
h

e 
ke

y 
th

at
'll

 p
u

t 
yo

u
 o

n 
th

e 
p

at
h

 o
f 

se
ei

n
’

th
e 

d
ev

a.
 T

h
er

e 
ar

e 
fiv

e 
p

ar
ts

 t
o

 t
h

e 
K

ey
, 

b
u

t 
it 

ai
n

’t 
a 

p
h

ys
ic

al
ke

y.
 W

h
en

 y
o

u
'v

e 
go

t 
th

e 
p

ar
ts

 t
o

ge
th

er
, 

yo
u

 c
o

m
e 

te
ll 

m
e 

—
an

d
 it

 u
n

lo
ck

s 
kn

o
w

le
d

ge
 in

 m
y 

m
in

d
. 

‘T
il 

th
en

, 
th

ou
gh

, 
it 

st
ay

s
se

cr
et

. 
Y

o
u

 g
o

t 
to

 s
at

is
fy

 t
h

e 
ke

yh
o

ld
er

s.
”

I 
w

as
 w

ill
in

g 
to

 a
gr

ee
 —

 f
o

r 
n

o
w

. 
I 

d
id

n
’t 

h
av

e 
a 

p
ro

b
le

m
w

ith
 r

es
cu

in
g 

h
is

 d
au

gh
te

r,
 a

ss
u

m
in

g 
h

e 
to

ld
 t

h
e 

tr
u

th
, 

an
d

w
h

ile
 I

 w
as

 l
o

o
ki

n
g 

ab
ou

t 
to

w
n

 I
 m

ig
h

t 
st

u
m

b
le

 a
cr

o
ss

 a
n

o
th

er
av

en
u

e 
to

 t
h

e 
d

ev
a.

 I 
as

ke
d

 w
h

at
 w

as
 g

o
in

g 
o

n
 in

 t
h

e 
to

w
n

.
“W

h
at

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

 is
, 

is
 a

 h
o

tb
ed

 o
f 

ru
m

o
rs

 a
n

d
 in

n
u

en
do

. 
N

o
o

n
e 

tr
u

st
s 

no
 

on
e.

 
Y

'd
on

’t 
d

o 
fa

vo
rs

 
fo

r 
so

m
eo

n
e 

w
ith

o
u

t
m

ak
in

’ s
u

re
 t

h
ey

’re
 in

 y
o

u
r 

d
eb

t. 
E

ve
ry

o
n

e 
h

at
es

 e
ve

ry
o

n
e 

el
se

,
an

d
 e

ve
ry

o
n

e’
s 

lo
o

ki
n

g 
fo

r 
a 

ho
ld

 t
o

 g
et

 o
n 

ev
er

yo
n

e.
 S

o
m

eo
n

e
lik

e 
yo

u
…

 
yo

u
’re

 
a 

rip
e 

ta
rg

et
 

o
f 

o
p

po
rt

u
n

ity
 

fo
r 

p
eo

p
le

,
b

ec
au

se
 y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t 

kn
o

w
 t

h
e 

po
lit

ic
s.

 A
n

d
 I

 g
u

ar
an

te
e 

yo
u

'll
 b

e
su

ck
ed

 in
.”

“H
eh

. 
T

ro
u

b
le

s 
a-

p
le

nt
y,

 a
s 

al
w

ay
s.

 F
ir

st
, 

th
ey

 k
ee

p
 d

ig
gi

n
g

h
o

le
s 

in
 t

h
e 

gr
ou

nd
 t

o
 m

ak
e 

th
e 

p
ri

so
n

 b
ig

ge
r 

—
 a

n
d

 t
h

ey
d

is
co

ve
r 

th
is

 
d

ev
a,

 
w

ra
p

p
ed

 
u

p
 

in
 

a 
b

ig
 

o
b

si
d

ia
n 

bu
bb

le
,

ch
ai

n
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e 
flo

o
r.

 T
h

ey
 t

ak
e 

h
is

 s
w

o
rd

 a
n

d
 u

se
 i

ts
 p

o
w

er
 t

o
ke

ep
 t

h
e 

cr
im

in
al

s 
in

 t
h

ei
r 

ca
ge

s.
 T

h
e

y’
re

 b
u

sy
 d

eb
at

in
g 

w
h

at
 t

o
d

o
 a

bo
ut

 t
h

e 
ce

le
st

ia
l, 

te
ar

in
g 

th
ei

r 
h

ai
r 

ou
t 

tr
yi

n
g 

to
 f

ig
u

re
 o

u
t

h
o

w
 t

h
ey

 c
an

 m
a

ke
 a

 p
ro

fit
 o

ff 
its

 d
is

co
ve

ry
 a

n
d

 c
ro

ss
 t

h
ei

r
‘fr

ie
n

d
s'

…
 a

n
d

 t
h

en
 t

h
e 

p
la

gu
e 

h
its

.”
“T

h
e 

p
la

gu
e.

 S
o

m
et

h
in

g 
th

at
 l

ay
s 

fo
lk

s 
lo

w
. 

M
ak

es
 p

eo
p

le
al

l 
o

rn
er

y 
an

d
 b

ad
-t

em
p

er
ed

 —
 a

n
d

 t
o

o
 w

ea
k 

to
 d

o
 a

n
yt

h
in

g

D
ea

d 
N

at
io

ns
89

ha
d 

w
he

n 
al

iv
e,

 
if

 
ve

ry
 

fe
w

 
of

 
th

e 
m

em
or

ie
s.

 
O

ne
 

of
 

th
e

sk
el

et
on

s 
I 

qu
es

tio
ne

d 
w

as
 t

al
ka

ti
ve

 w
he

n 
I 

as
ke

d 
w

hy
 I

 h
ad

be
en

 i
m

pr
is

on
ed

. 
T

he
 s

ke
le

to
n 

to
uc

he
d 

it
s 

ch
in

, 
til

ti
ng

 i
ts

 s
ku

ll
sl

ig
ht

ly
 u

pw
ar

ds
.

“T
h

e 
gh

o
u

ls
 a

re
 p

er
m

itt
ed

 t
o

 f
ea

st
 u

p
on

 a
ll 

th
o

se
 f

o
un

d
ro

bb
in

g 
th

e 
ca

ta
co

m
b

s.
 T

h
e 

S
ile

n
t 

K
in

g 
fe

lt 
it 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

b
es

t 
to

le
t 

o
th

er
 

in
tr

u
d

er
s 

—
 

th
o

se
 

ca
u

gh
t 

w
an

d
er

in
g 

an
d

 
m

ad
e

p
ri

so
n

er
s,

 s
u

ch
 a

s 
th

ys
el

f —
 la

n
gu

is
h

 h
er

e 
to

 la
p

se
 in

to
 o

u
r 

ca
re

,
ra

th
er

 t
h

an
 b

e 
d

ev
ou

re
d

 b
y 

th
e 

gh
o

u
ls

. 
T

ho
u

 m
a

y 
w

is
h

 t
o

 a
sk

H
ar

gr
im

m
, 

o
u

r 
h

ig
h

 p
ri

es
t 

—
 i

t 
is

 h
e 

w
h

o
 s

p
ea

ks
 t

o
 t

h
e 

S
ile

n
t

K
in

g.
”

A
h

, 
so

 
H

ar
gr

im
m

 
m

u
st

 
b

e 
th

e 
sp

o
ke

sm
an

 
w

h
o

 
h

ad
im

p
ri

so
n

ed
 

u
s.

 
A

t 
le

as
t 

n
o

w
 

I 
h

ad
 

a 
n

am
e.

 
I 

as
ke

d
 

ab
o

u
t

H
ar

gr
im

m
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
S

ile
n

t K
in

g.
“H

ar
gr

im
m

, 
o

u
r 

h
ig

h
 p

rie
st

. 
It 

is
 h

e 
w

h
o

 s
p

ea
ks

 t
o

 t
h

e 
S

ile
n

t
K

in
g,

 g
iv

in
g 

u
s 

ou
r 

lo
rd

’s
 w

o
rd

 a
nd

 l
aw

. 
H

e 
is

 h
er

e,
 i

n 
th

e
an

te
ch

am
b

er
 o

f t
h

e 
S

ile
n

t 
K

in
g’

s 
th

ro
n

e 
ro

o
m

.”
“O

u
r 

lo
rd

 a
n

d 
m

as
te

r 
is

 c
al

le
d

 t
h

e 
S

ile
n

t 
K

in
g 

b
ec

au
se

 h
e

sp
ea

ks
 o

n
ly

 in
 t

im
es

 o
f 

d
ire

 n
ee

d
.”

 T
h

e 
sk

el
et

o
n

 g
es

tic
u

la
te

d
 a

s
it 

sp
o

ke
, 

o
ld

 j
o

in
ts

 c
re

ak
in

g 
an

d
 p

op
p

in
g 

as
 i

t 
d

id
 s

o.
 “

A
sk

H
ar

gr
im

m
, 

o
u

r 
h

ig
h

 p
ri

es
t,

 o
f h

im
. 

H
e 

ca
n

 t
el

l t
h

ee
 m

o
re

.”
I 

as
ke

d
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

ty
p

es
 o

f 
u

n
d

ea
d

 in
 t

h
e 

h
al

ls
. 

T
h

e 
sk

el
et

o
n

n
o

dd
ed

.
“W

e 
ar

e 
th

e 
o

ld
es

t 
o

f 
th

e 
un

d
ea

d
 h

er
e,

 t
h

e 
m

o
st

 f
re

e 
o

f
fle

sh
. 

W
e 

m
ak

e 
an

 e
ffo

rt
 t

o
 s

er
ve

 a
s 

gu
id

es
 a

n
d

 m
en

to
rs

 t
o

 t
h

e
o

th
er

s,
 m

ai
n

ta
in

in
g 

a 
h

ea
lth

y 
co

m
m

u
n

ity
 h

er
e.

”
“T

h
e 

zo
m

b
ie

s.
 S

tr
o

n
g,

 b
u

t 
sl

o
w

 o
f 

m
in

d
 a

n
d

 b
od

y,
 t

h
e

y
h

av
e 

re
ta

in
ed

 m
o

re
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

h
u

m
an

ity
 —

 t
h

ei
r 

e
m

o
tio

n
s 

—
 t

h
an

w
e.

 T
h

e
y 

se
rv

e 
o

u
r 

co
m

m
u

n
ity

 a
s 

w
o

rk
er

s,
 l

ab
o

re
rs

, 
un

d
er

 t
h

e
gu

id
an

ce
 

o
f 

S
ta

le
 

M
ar

y,
 

th
e 

m
o

st
 

ca
ri

n
g 

an
d

 
in

te
lli

ge
n

t 
o

f
th

em
.”

“S
ta

le
 M

ar
y 

is
 s

lo
w

, 
b

u
t 

ca
rin

g,
 a

nd
 w

is
e.

 S
h

e 
ac

ts
 a

s 
a

m
o

th
er

 o
f 

so
rt

s 
to

 t
h

e 
o

th
er

 z
o

m
b

ie
s.

 S
h

e 
m

a
y 

b
e 

fo
u

n
d

 i
n

 a
ch

am
b

er
 w

e
st

 o
f 

w
h

er
e 

th
o

u
 fi

rs
t 

en
te

re
d

 th
e 

D
ea

d
 N

at
io

n
s.

”
“T

h
e 

gh
o

u
ls

 a
re

 s
tr

o
n

g,
 v

io
le

n
t,

 a
nd

 r
av

en
ou

s 
cr

ea
tu

re
s 

le
d

b
y 

th
ei

r 
gh

as
tly

 m
at

ria
rc

h
, 

A
ca

st
e.

 T
h

e
y 

se
rv

e 
th

e 
co

m
m

u
n

ity
—

 
th

e 
D

ea
d

 
N

at
io

n
s 

—
 

as
 

gu
ar

d
s…

 
b

u
t 

ar
e 

an
 

un
st

ab
le

el
e

m
en

t.
 F

ea
r 

o
f 

th
e 

o
th

er
 u

n
d

ea
d

’s
 n

u
m

b
er

s,
 a

n
d

 o
f 

th
e 

S
ile

nt
K

in
g,

 k
ee

p
s 

th
em

 i
n

 c
h

ec
k.

 W
ith

o
u

t 
o

u
r 

gr
ea

t 
lo

rd
 t

o
 c

o
m

m
an

d
th

em
, 

w
e…

 a
s 

w
el

l 
as

 o
u

r 
ch

ar
ge

s…
 m

ig
h

t 
fa

ll 
p

re
y 

to
 t

h
em

,
o

n
e 

d
ay

.”
I 

as
ke

d
 h

im
 w

h
at

 h
e 

m
e

an
t 

b
y 

h
is

 c
h

ar
ge

s.
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D

ead N
ations

“T
h

e silen
t o

n
es…

 th
e d

ead
 w

h
o

 do
 n

au
gh

t bu
t sleep

. W
e

p
ro

tect th
em

, w
atch

 o
ver th

em
 a

s th
ey re

st.”
“W

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 distu
rb

 th
em

?”
“M

an
y.” 

H
e 

ticked
 

th
em

 
o

ff 
o

n
 

ye
llo

w
ed

, 
d

u
st-co

vered
fin

ger-b
o

n
es as h

e sp
o

ke. “H
u

n
gry, u

n
con

trolled
 gho

u
ls, rats,

an
d

 m
o

st o
f all…

 th
e livin

g. T
ho

se fro
m

 th
e b

u
ried

 village —
servan

ts o
f a m

an
 n

a
m

ed
 P

h
aro

d
 —

 o
ften

 d
escen

d
 in

to
 th

e
vau

lts o
f th

e D
ead

 N
atio

n
s, d

istu
rb

in
g th

e silen
t o

n
es. I d

o no
t

kn
o

w
 w

h
y, n

o
r d

o
 I care…

 m
y o

n
ly co

n
cern

 is th
at w

e sto
p

 th
eir

fo
u

l lab
o

rin
g.”

T
h

e zo
m

b
ies I co

u
ld

 b
arely u

n
d

erstand
; app

aren
tly th

ey still
tried

 to m
ake th

eir p
h

ysical, ro
ttin

g vo
cal app

aratu
s w

o
rk, n

o
t

h
avin

g learn
ed

 th
e skeleto

n
s’ trick o

f sp
eech

 w
it

h
o

u
t p

alate o
r

laryn
x.

I ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 a gh

ou
l w

ith
 h

esitatio
n. T

h
e d

ro
o

lin
g, yello

w
-

e
yed

 gh
o

u
l reeked

 o
f b

loo
d an

d carrio
n

. It p
icked

 at its croo
ked

fan
gs w

ith
 lo

n
g, filth

y talo
n

s, con
stan

tly sn
u

fflin
g th

e air aro
u

nd
it. Its flesh

 h
ad

 tu
rn

ed
 a sickly green

 co
lo

r, and
 w

as co
vered

 in
ro

t and
 w

eep
in

g so
res.

“E
h

…
 “ M

o
rte co

m
m

en
ted

 as I go
t n

ear, “d
on

’t kno
w

 if yo
u

w
an

t to
 b

e talkin
g to th

at…
 th

in
g.”

“W
h

y n
o

t, M
o

rte?”
“T

h
e

y w
ere o

n
ce h

u
m

an
s…

 th
ey, o

r th
eir an

cesto
rs, feasted

o
n

 co
rp

ses, an
d this is w

h
at th

ey've b
eco

m
e. P

retty n
asty stu

ff,
ch

ief…
 

th
e

y’re 
little 

m
o

re 
th

an
 

an
im

als, 
really. 

D
angerous

an
im

als.”
I tried

 to
 talk to th

e gho
u

l, bu
t M

o
rte w

as p
ro

ved
 righ

t. It
w

o
u

ld
 

no
t 

an
sw

er, 
an

d
 

seem
ed

 
o

n
ly 

b
arely 

cap
ab

le 
o

f
p

reven
tin

g itself attackin
g m

e.
I co

n
tin

u
ed talkin

g to skeleto
n

s w
e m

et, sin
ce th

e
y see

m
ed

to
 b

e th
e on

ly o
n

es w
h

o
 m

igh
t b

e o
f h

elp
. I talked

 to on
e w

h
o

actu
ally see

m
ed

 to
 b

e co
n

sid
erin

g S
o

ego
’s p

reach
in

g on
 T

ru
e

D
eath

. H
ere w

as an
 o

p
po

rtu
n

ity to
o go

od
 to

 w
aste.

I h
u

rried
 b

ack to
 tell S

o
ego

 th
at I h

ad m
et a skeleto

n
 w

h
o

w
a

s co
n

sid
erin

g th
e tru

e d
eath

. S
o

ego
 h

ead
ed

 ou
t to

 see h
im

.
A

s so
o

n
 as h

e left th
e roo

m
, I p

ried
 th

e p
an

el o
ff th

e sid
e o

f
th

e m
etal slab

. In
sid

e I fo
un

d
 a b

o
o

k. T
h

e b
oo

k p
ro

ved
 to b

e
S

o
ego

’s jou
rn

al. It d
etailed

 his b
ein

g attacked
 b

y a w
ererat, h

is
even

tu
al regressio

n
 in

to lycan
th

ro
p

y, an
d

 his fligh
t fro

m
 th

e
M

o
rtu

ary 
after 

u
n

w
ittin

gly 
sla

yin
g 

an
d

 
d

evo
u

rin
g 

a 
frien

d
.

Lo
o

kin
g 

fo
r 

a 
h

id
in

g 
p

lace, 
h

e 
cam

e 
u

p
o

n
 

th
e 

W
arren

s 
o

f
T

h
o

u
gh

t and
 agreed

 to
 serve M

an
y-A

s-O
n

e, h
ive m

in
d

 o
f th

e
cran

iu
m

 rats gath
ered

 th
ere. H

e w
a

s n
o

w
 h

ere in
 th

e D
ead

C
urst
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C
U

R
S

T

A
nnah cam

e into the room
. S

he had finished w
andering about

C
urst picking up local inform

ation. I thought to see a sm
ile

begin to form
 on her lips as she saw

 m
e in her room

, but her
eyes traveled to D

ak’kon and a frow
n turned dow

n her m
outh

instead. She brusquely told m
e w

hat she had learned of C
urst.

“D
o

n
’t 

yeh
 

tru
st 

an
yo

n
e 

h
ere. 

Y
eh

 
go

t 
m

e?
” 

S
h

e 
th

en
ab

ru
p

tly tu
rn

ed
 m

e o
u

t o
f h

er ro
o

m
.

I aw
o

ke th
e n

ext d
a

y in
 th

e roo
m

 I sh
ared

 w
ith

 M
o

rte, w
h

o
w

a
s alread

y a
w

ake. T
h

is w
a

sn
’t to

o su
rp

risin
g, sin

ce h
e seem

ed
to

 n
eed very little sleep

. S
eein

g I w
as a

w
a

ke, h
e b

ob
b

ed o
ver in

m
y d

irectio
n

, seem
in

gly an
xio

u
s to

 im
p

art so
m

e ad
vice.

“C
h

ief, yo
u

 w
atch

 yo
u

r b
ack h

ere, 
O

K? T
h

is p
lace is filled

w
ith

 b
ack-stab

b
ers.”

W
e asse

m
b

led
 in

 th
e m

ain
 ro

o
m

 o
f th

e in
n

, fo
r a m

eal.
G

ra
ce ad

d
ressed

 m
e, b

u
t sh

e o
b

viou
sly m

ean
t h

er w
o

rd
s fo

r
everyo

n
e.

“C
u

rst is a p
riso

n
 to

w
n

 filled
 w

ith
 b

etrayers in
 b

o
th w

o
rd

s
an

d
 d

eed
s. W

e m
u

st take care, an
d

 w
atch

 ea
ch

 o
th

er.”
I lo

o
ked

 at N
o

rdo
m

, w
o

n
d

erin
g if h

e h
ad

 an
y ad

vice to
 give

m
e, b

u
t h

e w
o

re h
is u

su
al d

em
ean

o
r w

h
ich

 m
ad

e it h
ard

 to
 tell if

h
e w

as ta
kin

g an
y n

o
tice o

f h
is su

rrou
nd

in
gs.

Last n
igh

t I h
adn

’t b
een

 interested
 in

 talkin
g to

 an
yo

n
e in

th
e inn

, b
u

t th
is m

o
rn

in
g I n

eed
ed

 to gath
er so

m
e in

fo
rm

atio
n

ab
o

u
t C

u
rse. I en

tered
 th

e co
m

m
o

n
 ro

o
m

, an
d

 ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 th

e
m

an
 stan

d
in

g b
eh

in
d

 th
e b

ar. I saw
 a h

agg
ard

, grim
 m

an
. H

is
co

arse face w
a

s lin
ed

 and
 w

eath
ered

, an
d

 h
is eyes w

ere red
-

rim
m

ed
. H

e straigh
ten

ed
 as h

e saw
 m

e.
“W

elco
m

e to
 

th
e 

T
raito

r’s 
G

ate. 
I'm

 
T

ain
ted

 
B

arse, 
th

e
in

n
keep

.”
“W

h
at kin

d
 o

f a n
am

e is th
at?” I w

as n
o

t in a go
od

 m
o

o
d

;
R

avel h
ad

 raised
 m

o
re q

u
estio

n
s th

an sh
e h

ad
 an

sw
ered

, I still
d

idn
’t h

ave a lin
e o

n m
y en

e
m

y, an
d

 no
w

 R
avel w

a
s go

n
e. If I

fu
m

b
led

 m
y m

issio
n

, no
 fu

tu
re in

carn
ation

 w
o

u
ld

 ever b
e ab

le
to

 ask h
er qu

estio
n

s again
. T

h
e in

n
keep

er, m
ean

w
h

ile, h
adn

’t
taken

 m
y q

u
estio

n
 w

ell. H
e glared

 at m
e as h

e b
it o

ff an
 an

sw
er.

“B
arse is 

m
y 

given
 n

a
m

e, b
erk. 

I 
go

t 
th

e 
T

ain
ted

 
later

b
ecau

se o
f so

m
e fo

rm
er frien

d
s sp

read
in

g b
aseless ch

an
t.” H

e



36
2

U
nb

ro
ke

n 
C

ir
cl

e 
O

f 
Z

er
th

im
on

, P
ar

t I
II

“W
h

en
 w

e 
d

ie
, 

D
ak

'k
o

n
, 

it 
sh

al
l 

b
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
d

ea
th

. 
It 

sh
al

l
b

e 
th

e 
P

ro
no

un
ce

m
en

t 
o

f T
w

o
 D

ea
th

s 
A

s 
O

n
e.

”
M

y 
d

is
co

ve
ry

 o
f 

th
e 

E
ig

h
th

 C
irc

le
 b

ro
u

gh
t 

D
ak

'k
o

n
 t

o
 a

gr
ea

te
r 

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

g 
o

f 
h

im
se

lf 
an

d
 r

em
o

ve
d

 t
h

e 
do

ub
t 

th
at

h
ad

 a
ffl

ic
te

d
 h

im
. 

I 
lit

er
al

ly
 w

at
ch

ed
 h

im
 s

h
ed

 t
h

e 
co

at
 o

f 
ye

ar
s

w
h

en
 I

 t
o

ld
 h

im
 o

f 
th

e 
E

ig
h

th
 C

ir
cl

e.
 I

n
 h

ea
ri

n
g 

m
y 

w
o

rd
s,

D
ak

'k
o

n
 

m
ad

e 
th

e 
P

ro
no

u
n

ce
m

en
t 

o
f 

T
w

o
 

D
ea

th
s 

A
s 

O
n

e,
w

h
er

e 
h

e 
sw

o
re

 t
h

at
 w

h
en

 d
ea

th
 c

am
e 

fo
r 

m
e,

 h
e 

w
o

u
ld

 m
ee

t 
its

b
la

d
e 

w
ith

 h
is

.
I 

fe
lt 

as
 

th
o

u
gh

 
I 

h
ad

 
fin

al
ly

 ac
co

m
p

lis
h

ed
 

so
m

et
h

in
g

w
o

rt
h

w
h

ile
 

in
 

th
is

 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
. 

D
ak

'k
o

n
 

w
as

 
n

o
 

lo
n

ge
r 

th
e

to
rm

en
te

d
 s

la
ve

; 
al

th
o

u
gh

 s
til

l b
o

un
d 

b
y 

h
is

 w
o

rd
s,

 I
 b

el
ie

ve
 h

e
n

o
w

 t
h

ou
gh

t 
o

f 
h

im
se

lf 
as

 m
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

, 
an

d 
th

at
 h

e 
w

o
u

ld
h

av
e 

co
n

tin
u

ed
 to

 t
ra

ve
l w

ith
 m

e 
e

ve
n

 w
ith

o
u

t 
h

is
 o

at
h.

D
ea

d 
N

at
io

ns
91

N
at

io
ns

 i
n 

or
de

r 
to

 s
py

 o
n 

th
e 

un
de

ad
 f

or
 M

an
y-

A
s-

O
ne

, 
w

ho
ho

pe
d 

to
 o

ne
 d

ay
 c

on
tr

ol
 th

is
 p

ar
t o

f 
th

e 
ca

ta
co

m
bs

.
I 

re
pl

ac
ed

 
th

e 
jo

ur
na

l 
an

d 
pa

ne
l, 

an
d 

se
t 

ou
t 

to
 

fi
nd

H
ar

gr
im

m
. I

 t
ol

d 
hi

m
 w

ha
t 

I 
ha

d 
le

ar
ne

d 
of

 S
oe

go
, 

an
d 

th
at

 t
he

pr
oo

f 
w

as
 c

on
ta

in
ed

 in
 a

 jo
ur

na
l i

n 
hi

s 
qu

ar
te

rs
.
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T

he F
ate O

f S
oego

T
H

E
 FA

T
E

 O
F

 S
O

E
G

O

H
argrim

m
 felt a stirring of fear. T

he stranger could be right
about S

oego. W
hat if S

oego had gotten som
e hint of their

greatest 
secret, 

and 
passed 

it 
to 

their 
enem

y? 
Q

uickly 
he

gathered a num
ber of follow

ers, found S
oego, and they all

retu
rn

ed
 

to
 

S
o

ego
’s 

qu
arters, 

w
h

ere 
H

argrim
m

 
co

n
fro

n
ted

S
o

ego
“S

o
ego

, w
h

at is th
is I h

ear o
f th

ee b
ein

g in
 leagu

e w
ith

M
an

y-A
s-O

n
e

?”
“W

h
at?

! It is u
n

tru
e! A

 cru
el ru

m
o

r! A
 lie

!” h
e rep

lied
, bu

t
h

e h
ad

 b
ro

ken
 in

to
 a sw

eat.
“D

are th
o

u
 lie to

 th
e high

 p
riest o

f th
e S

ilen
t K

in
g?”

“N
o

! N
o

, H
argrim

m
, I w

o
u

ld
 n

ever p
resu

m
e…

” H
e started

,
b

u
t H

argrim
m

 cu
t h

im
 o

ff.
“W

h
ere is th

y jo
u

rn
al? Let m

e see it. P
ro

ve th
y in

no
cen

ce
b

efo
re th

e eyes o
f th

e S
ilen

t K
in

g.” R
ealizin

g h
e w

as cau
gh

t, h
e

started
 p

lead
in

g.
“I…

 I…
 I b

eg fo
r yo

u
r m

ercy, H
argrim

m
…

”
“T

h
e D

ead
 T

ru
ce sh

all p
ro

tect th
ee h

ere, S
o

ego
, b

u
t tho

u
sh

all 
n

ever 
leave 

th
ese 

cata
co

m
b

s. 
T

h
o

u
 

sh
all 

con
tinu

e 
th

y
p

u
rsu

it o
f th

y p
recio

u
s ‘T

ru
e D

eath
’ h

ere, alo
n

e…
 fo

r th
e rest o

f
th

y d
a

ys. F
are

w
ell.”

“B
u

t…
 

yo
u

…
 

can
’t…

 
nn

nn
A

R
A

G
H

!” 
S

o
ego

, 
en

raged
,

tran
sfo

rm
ed

 in
to

 a m
an

-like rat.
“M

ark m
y w

o
rd

s, Livin
g; o

n
ly th

e T
ru

ce p
ro

tects th
ee. D

o
n

o
t cast asid

e th
y o

n
ly sh

ield
 so

 thou
gh

tlessly.” B
u

t S
o

ego
 w

as
to

o
 far go

n
e to

 listen.
T

h
e 

w
ererat 

cried
, 

“I 
w

o
n

’t 
b

e 
caged

! 
D

ie
!” 

H
argrim

m
called

 fo
rth

 a sp
ell w

h
ich

 killed th
e creatu

re b
efo

re it cou
ld

 take
a step

. H
argrim

m
 lo

o
ked

 silen
tly at th

e co
rp

se a m
o

m
en

t.
“It is d

on
e, th

en
. M

ay th
e S

ilen
t K

in
g p

ro
tect u

s fro
m

 su
ch

filth
 in

 th
e fu

tu
re.”

U
nbroken C

ircle O
f Z

erthim
on, P

art III
361

com
e to pass that as you knew

 the W
ay of Z

erthim
on from

 m
e, I

shall know
 th

e W
ay o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
 fro

m
 yo

u
.”

I 
stu

d
ied

 
th

e 
circle 

fo
r 

m
o

re 
h

id
d

en
 

texts. 
I 

su
dd

en
ly

b
eco

m
e a

w
are o

f a p
attern

 in
 th

e w
a

y th
e lin

ks w
ere fo

rm
ed

…
 I

h
o

o
ked

 m
y fin

gers in
to

 th
e sid

es o
f th

e C
ircle, and

 un
lo

cked
 a

h
idd

en
 segm

en
t, pu

llin
g th

e plate fo
rth

 so
 I co

uld
 stu

d
y it.

“K
now

 th
at a m

in
d

 d
ivid

ed
 divid

es th
e m

an
. T

h
e w

ill an
d

th
e h

and
 m

u
st b

e as on
e. In 

know
ing th

e self, on
e b

eco
m

es
stro

n
g.”

“K
now

 th
at if yo

u
 know

 a co
u

rse o
f action

 to
 b

e tru
e in

 yo
u

r
h

eart, do
 no

t b
etray it b

ecau
se th

e p
ath

 lead
s to

 h
ard

ship
. 

K
now

th
at w

ith
o

ut su
fferin

g, th
e R

isin
g w

o
u

ld
 h

ave n
ever b

een
, an

d
th

e P
eop

le w
o

u
ld

 n
ever h

ave co
m

e to
 

know
 th

em
selves.”

“K
now

 th
at th

ere is n
o

th
in

g in
 all th

e W
o

rld
s th

at can
 stan

d
again

st u
n

ity. W
h

en
 all know

 a sin
gle p

urpo
se, w

h
en

 all h
and

s
are gu

id
ed

 b
y o

n
e w

ill, and
 all act w

ith
 th

e sam
e in

ten
t, th

e
P

lan
es th

em
selves m

a
y b

e m
o

ved
.”

“A
 d

ivid
ed

 m
in

d
 is o

n
e th

at d
o

es no
t 

know
 itself. W

h
en

 it is
d

ivid
ed

, it cleaves th
e b

od
y in

 tw
o

. W
h

en
 on

e h
as a sin

gle
p

u
rp

o
se, th

e bo
d

y is stren
gth

en
ed

. In
 

know
ing th

e self, gro
w

stro
n

g.”
I sp

o
ke to

 D
ak'ko

n
 o

f w
h

at I h
ad

 learn
ed in th

is eighth
circle.

“It sp
eaks o

f fo
cu

s an
d

 discip
lin

e…
 ab

ou
t h

o
w

 n
o

t 
know

ing
o

n
eself can

 p
h

ysically d
ivid

e th
e m

an
. It also

 sp
eaks o

f th
e

w
e

akn
esses th

at d
ivisio

n cau
ses. It seem

s to
 m

e th
at it tells on

e
to

 no
t o

n
ly know

 th
em

selves an
d

 take stren
gth

 fro
m

 th
at, b

ut
th

at yo
u

r fo
cu

s can
 reveal w

ea
kn

esses in
 yo

u
r en

em
y.” I th

en
sh

o
w

ed
 D

ak'ko
n

 h
o

w
 to

 u
n

lo
ck th

e eigh
th

 circle, and
 again

gain
ed

 tw
o

 p
lates w

ith
 ‘sp

ells.’ I loo
ked

 in
to

 D
ak'ko

n
’s b

lack
e

yes.“T
h

ere are tw
o

 p
lates h

ere…
 w

e sh
o

u
ld

 bo
th

 stud
y th

em
,

yo
u

 an
d

 I. I th
in

k w
h

en
 yo

u
 know

 th
e E

igh
th

 C
ircle, p

erh
ap

s
th

en
 

yo
u

 
w

ill know
 

Z
erth

im
o

n
’s 

h
eart 

w
h

en
 

h
e 

m
ad

e 
th

e
P

ro
no

un
cem

en
t o

f T
w

o
 S

kies. H
is w

o
rd

s w
ere n

o
t th

o
se o

f th
e

illithids, b
u

t o
f th

e P
eo

p
le.”

D
ak'ko

n
 stared

 at th
e p

lates, h
is eyes flickerin

g o
ver th

e
geo

m
etries u

p
o

n
 th

em
, th

en
 lo

o
ked

 u
p

 an
d

 m
atch

ed
 m

y g
aze.

H
is b

lad
e b

en
t, sh

ifted
, un

til th
e sh

im
m

erin
g I n

o
ticed b

efo
re

h
ad

 b
eco

m
e a silver glo

w
. H

e seem
ed

 
stronger so

m
eh

o
w

.
“K

now
 th

at w
h

en
 d

eath
 co

m
es fo

r yo
u

, 
know

 th
at I sh

all
m

eet its b
lad

e w
ith

 m
in

e. 
K

now
 that w

h
en

 all d
ies aro

un
d yo

u
,

know
 I sh

all live fo
r yo

u
r sake.”
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0

U
nb

ro
ke

n 
C

ir
cl

e 
O

f 
Z

er
th

im
on

, P
ar

t I
II

in
si

gh
ts

. 
I 

lo
ok

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
st

on
e,

 r
ea

dy
 t

o 
un

lo
ck

 o
ne

 o
f 

m
y

pr
ev

io
us

 r
ea

di
ng

s.
A

s 
I 

ex
am

in
ed

 t
he

 r
in

gs
 o

f 
th

e 
Se

co
nd

 C
ir

cl
e,

 I
 f

ou
nd

 a
st

ra
ng

e 
li

nk
 i

n 
th

e 
pl

at
e 

th
at

 m
en

ti
on

ed
 t

he
 l

ab
or

in
g 

of
 t

he
 G

it
h

pe
op

le
 t

o 
ac

hi
ev

e 
th

e 
R

is
in

g.
 A

 n
ew

 c
ir

cl
e 

em
er

ge
d 

fr
om

 t
he

li
nk

, a
nd

 I
 u

nl
oc

ke
d 

it
, p

ul
lin

g 
th

e 
pl

at
e 

fo
rt

h 
so

 I
 c

ou
ld

 s
tu

dy
 it

.
I 

ha
d,

 I
 r

ea
li

ze
d,

 f
ou

nd
 a

 s
ev

en
th

 c
ir

cl
e,

 w
hi

ch
 I

 b
eg

an
 to

 r
ea

d.
“K

no
w

 t
h

at
 t

h
e 

R
is

in
g 

o
f 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

 a
ga

in
st

 t
h

e 
il

li
th

id
 w

as
a 

th
in

g 
b

u
ilt

 u
p

on
 m

an
y 

tu
rn

in
gs

. 
M

an
y 

w
er

e 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
 w

h
o

liv
ed

 a
n

d
 d

ie
d

 u
nd

er
 t

im
e’

s 
b

la
d

e 
w

h
ile

 t
h

e 
R

is
in

g 
w

as
 s

h
ap

ed
.”

“T
h

e 
R

is
in

g 
w

as
 s

h
ap

ed
 u

po
n

 a
 s

lo
w

 f
o

un
d

at
io

n
. 

S
te

el
 w

as
ga

th
er

ed
 

so
 

th
at

 
it 

m
ig

h
t 

m
ar

k il
li

th
id

 
fle

sh
. 

A
 

m
e

an
s 

o
f

kn
ow

in
g 

th
e 

m
o

ve
m

en
ts

 o
f 

th
e il
li

th
id

s 
w

as
 e

st
ab

lis
h

ed
, 

at
 f

ir
st

w
e

ak
 a

n
d

 c
o

n
fu

se
d

, 
th

en
 s

tr
on

ge
r,

 l
ik

e 
a 

ch
ild

 f
in

d
in

g 
its

 v
oi

ce
.

W
h

en
 

th
e 

m
o

ve
m

en
ts

 
w

er
e kn

ow
n,

 
th

en
 

th
e 

ill
it

hi
ds

 
w

er
e

o
b

se
rv

ed
. 

In
 

o
b

se
rv

in
g 

th
em

, 
th

ei
r 

w
a

ys
 

o
f 

th
e 

m
in

d
 

w
er

e
kn

ow
n.

”
“W

h
en

 t
h

e 
w

a
ys

 o
f 

th
e il

li
th

id
 w

er
e 

kn
ow

n,
 m

an
y 

o
f 

th
e

P
eo

p
le

 w
er

e 
ga

th
er

ed
 a

n
d

 t
au

gh
t 

in
 s

ec
re

t 
th

e 
m

ea
n

s 
to

 s
h

ie
ld

th
ei

r 
m

in
d

s,
 a

nd
 t

h
e 

w
a

y 
to

 h
ar

n
es

s 
th

ei
r 

w
ill

 a
s 

w
e

ap
o

n
s.

 T
h

ey
w

er
e 

ta
u

gh
t 

th
e 

sc
rip

tu
re

 o
f 

st
ee

l, 
an

d 
m

o
st

 i
m

p
o

rt
an

tly
, 

th
e

y
w

er
e 

gi
ve

n
 t

h
e k

no
w

in
g 

o
f f

re
ed

o
m

.”
“T

h
es

e 
th

in
gs

 w
er

e 
n

o
t 

le
ar

n
ed

 q
u

ic
kl

y.
 T

h
e 

kn
ow

in
g 

o
f

m
u

ch
 o

f 
th

e 
w

a
ys

 w
a

s 
sl

o
w

, 
an

d
 i

n
 a

ll 
th

es
e 

th
in

gs
, 

tim
e’

s
w

ei
gh

t 
fe

ll 
u

p
o

n 
al

l. 
F

ro
m

 t
h

e kn
ow

in
g 

o
f 

o
n

e’
s 

re
fle

ct
io

n
 i

n
 a

st
ee

l 
b

la
d

e,
 

to
 

th
e k

no
w

in
g 

o
f 

su
b

m
er

gi
n

g 
th

e 
w

ill
, 

to
 

th
e

kn
ow

in
g 

o
f s

ee
in

g 
its

el
f. 

A
ll 

o
f t

h
es

e 
th

in
gs

 a
n

d
 m

o
re

 t
h

e 
P

eo
p

le
b

u
ilt

 u
p

on
. 

In
 t

im
e,

 t
h

ey
 c

a
m

e 
to

 
kn

ow
 th

e 
w

h
o

le
.”

D
ak

'k
o

n
 h

ad
 b

ee
n

 s
ile

n
tly

 w
at

ch
in

g 
m

e 
al

l 
th

is
 t

im
e.

 I
 t

o
ld

h
im

 I
 h

ad
 fo

u
nd

 a
 s

ev
en

th
 c

irc
le

, 
an

d
 to

ld
 h

im
 w

h
at

 it
 s

p
o

ke
 o

f.
“I

t 
sp

ea
ks

 o
f 

tim
e 

as
 a

n
 a

lly
, 

n
o

t 
as

 a
n

 e
n

em
y.

 I
t 

sa
ys

 t
h

at
p

at
ie

n
ce

 c
an

 s
h

ar
p

en
 e

ve
n

 t
h

e 
sm

al
le

st
 o

f 
e

ffo
rt

s 
in

to
 a

 w
ea

p
o

n
th

at
 c

an
 s

tr
ik

e 
th

e 
h

ea
rt

 o
f 

an
 e

m
p

ire
. 

Y
o

u
r 

vi
ct

o
rie

s 
m

a
y 

b
e

sm
al

l, 
b

u
t 

o
ve

r 
tim

e,
 

a 
gr

e
at

er
 

vi
ct

o
ry

 
m

a
y 

b
e 

a
ch

ie
ve

d
.”

D
ak

'k
o

n
 w

as
 s

ile
n

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 t

h
en

 h
e 

sp
o

ke
.

“W
ill

 y
o

u
 m

a
ke

 t
h

is
 C

ir
cl

e k
no

w
n 

to
 m

e?
” 

I 
sh

o
w

ed
 h

im
h

o
w

 t
o

 u
n

lo
ck

 t
h

e 
se

ve
n

th
 c

irc
le

. 
T

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

al
so

 t
w

o
 p

la
te

s
co

n
ta

in
in

g 
gi

th
ze

ra
i 

‘s
p

el
ls

’ 
fo

r 
u

s 
as

 w
el

l. 
D

ak
'k

o
n

 l
oo

ke
d

 a
t

th
e 

p
la

te
 I 

ga
ve

 h
im

, 
th

en
 s

h
ift

ed
 h

is
 g

az
e 

to
 m

e.
“T

h
er

e 
is

 m
u

ch
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
co

m
e 

to
 

kn
ow

 o
f 

th
e 

C
irc

le
, 

an
d

yo
u

r 
kn

ow
in

g 
ca

rr
ie

s 
a 

gr
ea

te
r 

w
ei

gh
t 

th
an

 
m

in
e.

” 
D

ak
'k

o
n

m
at

ch
ed

 m
y 

ga
ze

. 
“K
no

w
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
r 

p
at

h
 i

s 
m

in
e,

 a
nd

 i
t 

sh
al

l

T
he

 S
il

en
t K

in
g
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T
H

E
 S

IL
E

N
T

 K
IN

G

I 
as

su
m

ed
 a

ft
er

 f
in

di
ng

 t
hi

s 
sp

y 
fo

r 
hi

m
, 

th
at

 H
ar

gr
im

m
 m

ig
ht

be
 m

or
e 

in
cl

in
ed

 t
o 

le
t 

th
e 

th
re

e 
of

 u
s 

go
. 

H
ow

ev
er

, 
I 

ha
d 

no
de

si
re

 
to

 
fo

ll
ow

 
hi

m
 

in
 

hi
s 

co
nf

ro
nt

at
io

n 
w

it
h 

So
eg

o,
 

an
d

de
ci

de
d 

to
 d

o 
a 

lit
tl

e 
m

or
e 

ex
pl

or
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
D

ea
d 

N
at

io
ns

.
I 

fo
un

d 
a 

pu
zz

le
d 

sk
el

et
on

, w
ho

 w
as

 c
on

si
de

ri
ng

 a
 r

id
dl

e 
he

ha
d 

be
en

 p
os

ed
 b

y 
an

ot
he

r 
of

 t
he

 s
ke

le
to

ns
. 

A
lt

ho
ug

h 
I 

th
ou

gh
t

th
e 

an
sw

er
 r

at
he

r 
ob

vi
ou

s,
 I

 f
or

bo
re

 f
ro

m
 t

el
li

ng
 h

im
, 

fi
gu

ri
ng

he
 h

ad
 li

tt
le

 e
ls

e 
to

 d
o 

to
 w

hi
le

 a
w

ay
 th

e 
ti

m
e.

A
 l

it
tl

e 
w

hi
le

 l
at

er
 I

 c
am

e 
up

on
 t

he
 o

ne
 w

ho
 h

ad
 p

os
ed

 t
he

ri
dd

le
. 

It
 d

id
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

th
e 

em
ot

io
nl

es
s 

de
m

ea
no

r 
of

 t
he

 o
th

er
sk

el
et

on
s.

 T
he

 s
ke

le
to

n 
w

as
 s

ha
ki

ng
 i

ts
 h

ea
d 

an
d 

gi
gg

li
ng

 t
o

its
el

f.
 I

t 
gu

ff
aw

ed
 a

nd
 s

no
rt

ed
 o

cc
as

io
na

lly
, 

bi
tin

g 
do

w
n 

on
 i

ts
bo

ny
 h

an
d 

to
 s

to
p 

it
se

lf
. 

It
 w

as
 o

ld
 e

no
ug

h 
so

 t
ha

t 
no

 m
ea

t 
w

as
le

ft 
o

n
 it

s 
bo

n
es

…
 o

n
ly

 a
 fe

w
 c

o
lo

re
d

 r
ag

s.
 I

 g
re

et
ed

 it
.

“I
 

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
 

yo
u

'v
e 

go
t 

a 
d

iff
ic

u
lt 

rid
d

le
.”

 
It 

n
od

d
ed

,
gi

gg
lin

g.
“D

o
st

 
th

ou
 

w
an

t 
to

 
h

ea
r 

it?
” 

I 
no

d
de

d
 

in
 

tu
rn

, 
an

d
 

it
co

n
tin

u
ed

, 
“A

h
e

m
! 

N
o

w
, 

th
in

k 
o

f 
w

o
rd

s 
w

h
ic

h
 e

n
d

 i
n 

‘-
G

R
Y

.’
A

n
gr

y 
an

d
 h

u
n

gr
y 

ar
e 

tw
o

 o
f 

th
em

. 
T

h
er

e 
ar

e 
b

u
t 

th
re

e 
w

o
rd

s 
in

th
e 

C
o

m
m

o
n

 T
o

n
gu

e…
 w

h
at

 i
s 

th
e 

th
ird

 w
o

rd
? 

T
h

e 
w

o
rd

 i
s

so
m

et
h

in
g 

th
at

 
on

e 
u

se
s 

ev
er

y 
d

ay
. 

If 
th

o
u 

h
as

t 
lis

te
n

ed
ca

re
fu

lly
, 

I h
av

e 
al

re
ad

y 
to

ld
 th

ee
 w

h
at

 it
 is

.”
 O

b
vi

ou
s.

“O
f 

co
u

rs
e 

yo
u

 h
av

e.
 I

t’s
 ‘

to
n

gu
e.

’ 
“ 

E
ve

n
 w

ith
 n

o
 f

le
sh

, 
I

co
u

ld
 t

el
l t

h
e 

sk
el

et
o

n
 w

as
 u

p
se

t.
“G

aa
a

ah
! H

o
w

 d
id

 th
ou

 k
n

o
w

?!
”

“T
h

e 
fir

st
 t

w
o

 s
en

te
n

ce
s 

ar
e 

u
n

re
la

te
d

, 
on

ly
 t

h
er

e 
to

 t
ric

k
yo

u
. 

T
h

er
e 

ar
e 

th
re

e 
w

o
rd

s 
in

 ‘t
h

e 
—

 C
o

m
m

o
n

 —
 T

o
n

gu
e.

’ T
h

e
th

ir
d 

w
o

rd
 is

 ‘t
o

n
gu

e.
’ ”

“A
w

, 
tr

o
ll’

s 
le

av
in

gs
! 

O
h

, 
w

el
l. 

Ju
st

 d
o

n
’t 

te
ll 

an
yo

n
e 

el
se

th
e 

an
sw

er
. 

W
ill

 t
h

o
u 

p
ro

m
is

e 
m

e 
th

at
, 

at
 l

ea
st

?”
 W

h
en

 I
 a

sk
ed

w
h

y 
sh

o
u

ld
 I

, 
it 

re
p

lie
d

, 
“Be

ca
u

se
 I

 e
n

jo
y 

th
e 

id
ea

 o
f 

th
em

st
an

d
in

g 
ab

o
u

t, 
tr

yi
n

g 
to

 p
u

zz
le

 it
 o

u
t 

fo
r 

al
l e

te
rn

ity
.”

I 
lo

o
ke

d
 a

b
ou

t,
 a

nd
 c

o
m

m
en

te
d

 c
as

u
al

ly
, 

“I
 s

u
p

p
o

se
 y

o
u

 a
re

n
o

t 
as

 g
oo

d
 a

t a
n

sw
er

in
g 

rid
d

le
s 

as
 p

o
si

n
g 

th
em

.”
“W

h
at

’s
 t

h
is

?”
 I

t 
cu

p
p

ed
 a

 b
o

n
y 

h
an

d
 t

o
 t

h
e 

si
d

e 
o

f 
its

 s
ku

ll.
“D

o
 I

 h
ea

r…
 a

 c
h

al
le

n
ge

? 
Y

es
…

 y
es

…
 g

o
 a

h
ea

d
! 

B
u

t 
sh

o
u

ld
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T

he S
ilent K

ing

th
ou

 lo
se, o

r leave h
alf-w

a
y th

ro
u

gh
, I sh

an
’t sp

eak to
 th

ee
again

!”
It w

aited
 fo

r m
e to

 start. I realized
 th

at m
y co

n
fid

en
ce in

an
sw

erin
g its rid

d
le d

id
n

’t exten
d

 to
 tellin

g on
es b

ased
 on

 o
n

ly
a fe

w
 d

a
y’s m

e
m

o
ries. I h

astily m
ad

e so
m

eth
in

g u
p.

“H
m

m
. W

h
at is 

w
o

rth
 m

o
re? 

A
 p

o
un

d
 o

f 
o

n
e-hu

nd
red

-
co

m
m

o
n

, p
u

re go
ld

 co
in

s, o
r h

alf a p
ou

nd
 o

f tw
o

-h
u

n
d

red
-

co
m

m
o

n
, p

u
re go

ld
 co

in
s?” It no

dd
ed

 eagerly.
“E

asy, to
o

 easy! O
n

e p
o

u
nd

 o
f go

ld
 is 
alw

ays w
o

rth
 m

o
re

th
an

 o
n

e h
alf p

o
un

d
! F

oo
lish, fo

o
lish

!” It giggled
. T

h
e skeleto

n
cro

u
ch

ed
 d

o
w

n
 and

 d
rew

 a sim
p

le face in
 th

e d
u

st. P
o

in
tin

g to
it, it sp

o
ke: “U

n
cles an

d
 b

roth
ers h

ave I no
n

e, bu
t th

at m
an

’s
fath

er is m
y fath

er’s so
n

. W
h

o
 is h

e, eh
?”

“H
e is yo

u
r so

n.” I rep
lied

.
“B

ah
! Y

o
u

r tu
rn.” I stoo

d silen
t a m

o
m

en
t, th

en
 cam

e u
p

w
ith

 an
o

th
er o

n
e.

“T
h

e m
a

ker d
o

esn
’t w

an
t it, th

e b
u

yer d
o

es no
t u

se it, th
e

u
ser d

o
es n

o
t see it. W

h
at is it?” T

h
e skeleto

n
 tittered ch

ild
ish

ly.
“N

o
t tru

e, n
o

t tru
e! T

h
e an

sw
er is ‘co

ffin
,’ an

d
 I certain

ly
see m

in
e!” It w

as read
y w

ith
 its o

w
n

 ridd
le. “W

h
at five letter

w
o

rd
 d

o
es even

 th
e greatest o

f m
o

rtal sa
ges p

ro
n

ou
n

ce w
ro

n
g?”

A
n

o
th

er o
b

vio
u

s o
n

e.
“H

m
m

. ‘W
ro

n
g.’ “ It sh

o
o

k its fist at m
e.

“O
o

o
o

, cu
rses! G

o
.”

“A
t n

igh
t th

ey co
m

e w
ith

o
u

t b
ein

g fetch
ed

, an
d

 b
y d

a
y th

e
y

are lo
st w

ith
o

u
t b

ein
g sto

len
.”

“E
h

…
 h

m
m

. A
h

…
 stars! S

tars, h
ee-h

ee!” I silen
tly cu

rsed
,

sin
ce it h

ad b
een

 so
 lo

n
g sin

ce th
e skeleto

n
 m

u
st h

ave seen
 stars

I th
ou

gh
t it w

o
u

ld h
ave m

o
re tro

u
b

le.
T

h
e skeleto

n
 cracked

 its kn
u

ckles. “I n
ever w

as, a
m

 alw
a

ys
to

 b
e, no

 on
e ever sa

w
 m

e, n
o

r w
ill ever see. A

n
d

 yet I am
 th

e
co

n
fid

en
ce o

f all, to
 live an

d
 b

reath
 in

 th
is h

allo
w

ed
 h

all.” T
h

is
o

n
e w

as m
o

re tro
u

ble. W
h

at kin
d

 o
f sp

ecter? N
o

, w
ro

n
g p

ath
.

“T
h

e an
sw

er is…
 is…

 ah
! ‘T

o
m

o
rro

w
.’ ”

“W
a

aah
! Y

es, to
m

o
rro

w
, in

d
eed

. G
o

, th
en

.”
“I sh

all. W
h

at is th
e b

egin
n

in
g o

f etern
ity, th

e en
d

 o
f tim

e
an

d
 sp

ace, th
e b

egin
nin

g o
f every en

d
, an

d
 th

e end
 o

f every
p

lace?” T
h

e skeleto
n

 b
egan

 to
 giggle d

erisively, b
u

t su
dd

en
ly

sto
p

p
ed

.
“A

h
…

 er. O
h

, d
ear.” T

h
e skeleto

n
 h

un
g its h

ead
. “I…

 do
n

’t
kn

o
w

.”

U
nbroken C

ircle O
f Z

erthim
on, P

art III
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U
N

B
R

O
K

E
N

 C
IR

C
LE

 O
F

Z
E

R
T

H
IM

O
N

, P
A

R
T

 III

W
e appeared in a city, obviously not S

igil. T
here w

as a grey sky
overhead, not the city curving back upon itself. T

he buildings
around us w

ere m
ade from

 stone and rusted m
etal, and the

dried, cracked m
ud of the street hinted at infrequent but heavy

dow
npours. W

e stood next to a closed gate in a w
all, and tw

o
bored guards w

ere looking at us.
I turned to one of the guards, and asked w

here w
e w

ere. H
e

explained w
e w

ere in C
urst, w

hich I recognized as a border
tow

n in the O
utlands. W

hen I asked w
hat else he could tell m

e
about the city, he replied in a laconic voice.

“W
e’re u

n
d

er lo
ckd

o
w

n
 righ

t n
o

w
 becau

se o
f th

e p
lagu

e.
D

o
n

’t kno
w

 w
h

at’s cau
sin

g it, b
u

t w
e’re q

u
aran

tin
in

g section
s

o
f th

e to
w

n
 ‘til w

e fin
d

 ou
t. Y

o
u

 w
an

t so
m

eth
in

g else?”
“I'd

 like to
 see th

e p
erson

 in
 ch

arge.”
“W

h
at, th

e B
u

rgh
er? H

e’s in
 th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n bu
ildin

g.
G

o
o

d
 lu

ck gettin
g to h

im
, th

ou
gh

. H
e d

on
’t see 

anyone th
ese

d
ays. 

H
is 

m
in

d
’s 

d
efin

itely 
go

in
g 

so
m

ep
lace 

else…
” 

I
w

o
n

d
ered

 if th
ere w

ere an
y ru

m
o

rs ab
o

u
t to

w
n

 o
f th

e d
eva

R
avel h

ad
 m

en
tio

n
ed

. S
o

m
eth

in
g like th

at w
o

u
ld b

e h
ard

 to
keep

 q
u

iet.
“I'm

 lo
o

kin
g fo

r a d
eva.”

“T
h

en
 yo

u
’re lo

o
kin

g at th
e w

ro
n

g en
d o

f th
e G

reat R
in

g,
b

erk, b
ecau

se even
 if th

ere w
ere o

n
e h

ere, yo
u

'd
 n

o
t b

e fin
d

in
g

it. It'd
 b

e lo
cked

 aw
a

y like a m
iser’s go

ld
.”

I tu
rn

ed
 aw

a
y, to

 lo
o

k fo
r an

 in
n. It lo

o
ked

 to
 b

e gettin
g on

to
w

ard
s 

d
u

sk 
h

ere, 
an

d 
after 

th
e 

even
ts 

in
 

R
avel’s 

m
aze 

I
figu

red
 w

e all n
eed

ed
 a rest. F

o
rtun

ately, an
 in

n
 w

as o
n

ly a fe
w

step
s aw

a
y, an

d
 w

e so
o

n
 ob

tain
ed

 roo
m

s fo
r th

e n
igh

t.
O

n
ce in

 th
e inn

, I visited D
ak'ko

n
 in

 his roo
m

. H
e an

d
A

n
n

ah
 w

ere sh
arin

g it, b
u

t sh
e w

as o
u

t sco
u

tin
g C

u
rst, so

 I w
as

ab
le to

 talk to
 him

 alo
n

e.
I w

as a
ctu

ally m
o

re in
terested

 in
 th

e U
nb

ro
ken

 C
ircle o

f
Z

erth
im

o
n

 D
ak'ko

n
 carried

. I b
orro

w
ed

 it fro
m

 h
im

, fo
r I w

as
in

terested
 

in 
re-read

in
g 

Z
erth

im
o

n
’s 

sayin
gs 

fo
r 

an
y 

n
e

w
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R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

I

B
ot

h 
be

in
gs

 
ca

st
 

sp
el

ls
 

at
 

on
e 

an
ot

he
r,

 
bu

t 
R

av
el

 
ha

d
al

re
ad

y 
be

en
 s

ev
er

el
y 

w
ea

ke
ne

d,
 a

nd
 s

oo
n 

sh
e 

sl
um

pe
d 

to
 t

he
gr

ou
nd

 a
ga

in
, t

hi
s 

ti
m

e 
br

ok
en

 b
ey

on
d 

re
pa

ir
.

N
O

 L
O

N
G

E
R

 S
H

A
L

L
 Y

O
U

 T
R

O
U

B
L

E
 E

X
IS

T
E

N
C

E
 W

IT
H

 Y
O

U
R

PR
E

S
E

N
C

E
, W

IT
C

H
.

T
he

 S
il

en
t K

in
g

95

I 
sm

il
ed

, s
in

ce
 t

he
 r

id
dl

e 
I 

ha
d 

co
m

e 
up

 w
it

h 
w

as
 s

o 
si

m
il

ar
to

 i
ts

 o
w

n 
ri

dd
le

 i
t 

w
as

 t
ro

ub
li

ng
 t

he
 o

th
er

 s
ke

le
to

ns
 w

it
h.

 I
as

ke
d 

if
 it

 w
an

te
d 

th
e 

an
sw

er
 to

 m
y 

ri
dd

le
. I

t n
od

de
d.

“V
er

y 
w

el
l. 

T
h

e 
le

tt
er

 ‘E
.’ 

“ 
I 

w
al

ke
d

 a
w

a
y.

I 
ca

m
e 

to
 a

 c
o

rr
id

o
r,

 a
nd

 n
o

tic
ed

 o
n

ly
 z

o
m

b
ie

s 
w

er
e 

ar
o

u
n

d
.

I 
as

ke
d

 o
n

e 
zo

m
b

ie
 f

o
r 

S
ta

le
 M

ar
y.

 I
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t 
un

d
er

st
an

d
 t

h
e

re
p

ly
, 

b
u

t 
h

e 
p

o
in

te
d 

do
w

n
 

th
e 

co
rr

id
o

r.
 

T
h

e 
co

rr
id

o
r 

w
as

ch
o

ke
d

 
b

y 
ru

b
bl

e 
ah

ea
d

. 
A

t 
th

e 
b

lo
ck

ag
e 

w
as

 
a 

gr
o

u
p

 
o

f
zo

m
b

ie
s;

 f
ro

m
 t

h
ei

r 
st

an
ce

, 
it 

w
as

 c
le

ar
 w

h
o

 S
ta

le
 M

ar
y 

m
u

st
b

e.
 T

h
e 

m
u

st
y-

sm
el

lin
g 

fe
m

al
e 

zo
m

b
ie

 l
o

o
ke

d
 e

xc
ep

tio
n

al
ly

o
ld

, 
al

m
o

st
 

m
u

m
m

ifi
ed

. 
H

er
 

sk
in

 
h

ad
 

th
e 

ap
p

ea
ra

n
ce

 
o

f
m

o
ld

er
in

g,
 g

ra
y-

gr
ee

n
 l

ea
th

er
, 

an
d

 o
n

e 
o

f 
h

er
 e

ye
s 

h
ad

 f
al

le
n

o
u

t, 
le

av
in

g 
a 

d
ar

k 
p

it 
in

 h
er

 fa
ce

. 
H

er
 v

o
ic

e 
w

as
 s

lo
w

 a
n

d
 t

h
ic

k.
“G

u
h

-g
u

h
-g

u
h

re
ee

tin
gz

.”
 S

h
e 

in
d

ic
at

ed
 h

er
se

lf 
an

d
 s

p
o

ke
ag

ai
n

. 
“S

u
h

-s
uh

-s
tu

h
l 

M
uh

hh
ry

.”
 I

t 
so

u
nd

ed
 a

s 
if 

h
er

 
vo

ca
l

co
rd

s 
w

er
e 

fe
st

er
in

g 
a

w
a

y 
in

 s
o

m
e 

so
u

p
y 

m
es

s 
at

 t
h

e 
b

as
e 

o
f 

h
er

th
ro

at
. I

 w
o

n
d

er
ed

 h
o

w
 s

h
e 

ga
ve

 t
h

e 
o

th
er

 z
o

m
b

ie
s 

o
rd

er
s.

“H
o

w
 i

s 
it 

th
at

 y
o

u
 s

p
ea

k 
to

 t
h

es
e 

ot
h

er
 z

o
m

b
ie

s?
 I

 c
an

n
o

t
u

n
d

er
st

an
d

 th
em

 a
s 

I 
ca

n
 y

o
u

…
”

T
h

e 
co

rp
se

 t
o

o
k 

a 
st

ep
 t

o
w

ar
d

s 
m

e,
 r

e
ac

h
in

g 
h

er
 a

rm
 o

u
t 

to
to

u
ch

 m
e.

 I
 m

o
ve

d
 a

 li
tt

le
 b

ac
k.

“W
h

at
 a

re
 y

o
u

 d
o

in
g?

” 
S

h
e 

on
ly

 m
o

an
ed

 s
o

ftl
y 

in
 r

ep
ly

,
re

ac
h

in
g 

o
u

t 
o

n
ce

 m
o

re
 t

o
 t

o
u

ch
 m

y 
ar

m
. 

D
e

sp
ite

 t
h

e 
ra

va
ge

s 
o

f
tim

e,
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 s

til
l s

o
m

e 
ve

st
ig

e 
o

f 
h

u
m

an
ity

 le
ft 

in
 h

er
 g

az
e.

 I
co

u
ld

 s
ee

 s
h

e 
m

e
an

t 
m

e 
n

o
 h

ar
m

.
I 

al
lo

w
ed

 
h

er
 

to
 

to
u

ch
 

m
e.

 
H

er
 

n
ea

rl
y 

fle
sh

le
ss

 
h

an
d

b
ru

sh
ed

 
ge

n
tly

 
ag

ai
n

st
 

m
y 

fo
re

ar
m

, 
an

d
 

sh
e 

sp
o

ke
,

“L
u

h
h

h
ss

n
nn

.”
 (

Li
st

en
.)

“H
o

w
 is

 it
 t

h
at

 I
 c

an
 u

nd
er

st
an

d
 y

o
u

?”
 S

h
e 

to
u

ch
ed

 m
e 

o
n

ce
m

o
re

.
“S

p
u

hh
h

kk
k 

tu
uu

h 
uh

hh
 

yu
h

h
hh

 
ku

h
nn

. 
B

u
hu

uh
hh

m
h

u
u

u
ss

ss
t 

d
uh

h 
uh

hh
t 

pu
hh

hp
uh

hl
ee

e.
” 

(S
p

ea
k 

to
 u

s 
yo

u
 c

an
.

B
u

t 
yo

u
 m

u
st

 d
o

 it
 p

ro
p

er
ly

.)
“C

an
 y

o
u

 t
ea

ch
 m

e?
” 

S
h

e 
sm

ile
d

, 
th

e 
h

ar
d

en
ed

 s
ki

n
 o

f 
h

er
fa

ce
 c

re
a

ki
n

g 
lik

e 
th

ic
k 

le
at

h
er

.
“Y

u
h

hh
.”

 (
Y

es
.)

S
o

m
e 

tim
e 

p
as

se
d

. 
S

h
e 

fin
is

h
ed

 
te

ac
h

in
g 

m
e 

th
e 

sk
ill

s
re

q
u

ire
d

 t
o

 s
p

ea
k 

w
ith

 t
h

e 
d

ea
d

, 
a 

p
ro

ce
ss

 s
h

e 
ca

lle
d

 ‘
S

to
rie

s-
B

o
n

es
-T

el
l.’

 I
 a

sk
ed

 if
 I

 c
o

u
ld

 t
al

k 
to

 a
n

y 
d

ea
d

 b
o

d
y.

“S
u

h
m

m
m

. 
U

h
h

h
h

er
s 

tu
h

 
d

uh
hh

u
d.

 
M

uh
hh

t 
yu

h
hh

h
sk

u
h

h
hh

.”
 (

S
o

m
e.

 O
th

er
s 

to
o

 d
ea

d
. 

M
u

st
 u

se
 s

ki
ll.

) 
I 

w
as

 s
u

re
sh

e 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
m

o
re

 r
es

p
on

si
ve

 th
an

 H
ar

gr
im

m
.
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T

he S
ilent K

ing

“M
ary, I n

eed
 to sp

eak w
ith

 th
e S

ilent K
in

g. C
an yo

u
 h

elp
m

e?” S
h

e stared
 at m

e, an
d

 I u
nd

ersto
od

 sh
e n

eed
ed

 to
 kno

w
w

h
y.“I n

eed
 to leave th

is p
lace, M

ary. I've so
 m

u
ch

 to
 do

…
 and

to
 b

e im
p

riso
n

ed
 h

ere, sim
p

ly fo
r stu

m
b

lin
g u

p
on

 th
e D

ead
N

atio
n

s…
 it isn

’t righ
t. P

lease…
 I ask o

n
ly fo

r a m
o

d
icu

m
 o

f
co

m
p

assio
n

. C
an

 yo
u

 h
elp m

e?
” S

tale M
ary w

as q
u

iet fo
r a

tim
e, th

en
 n

od
d

ed. S
h

e po
inted

 to
 th

e first o
f th

e th
ree po

rtals
alo

n
g th

e n
o

rth
ern

 w
all.

“C
-c-clu

u
h

h 
ayyysss. 

Th
u

u
u

h 
uh

 
S

u
hh

h
lu

nn
h 

K
u

h
-

ku
kn

n
n

g. 
W

w
h

h
h

uu
u

hb
h 

uu
hh

hn
d

 
n

uu
uh

eeh
hh

 
ahh

h
lllk-ku

-
ku

u
u

hh
. 

B
h

u
-b

hu
-bu

hh
h 

uh
n

 
su

u
uhh

h
 

lhu
uu

n
g 

a
yyye

lh
hh

uu
u

v.” (C
lo

se eyes. T
h

in
k o

f S
ilen

t K
in

g. W
alk th

rou
gh

n
o

rth
w

est alco
ve. B

u
t o

n
ly so

 lon
g as I live.)

I th
an

ked
 h

er, and
 w

alked
 to

 th
e ind

icated
 alco

ve. I clo
sed

m
y e

yes, th
o

u
gh

t o
f th

e S
ilen

t K
in

g, an
d step

p
ed

 fo
rw

ard
.

I o
p

en
ed

 m
y e

yes, an
d

 fo
u

nd
 I h

ad
 po

rtaled
 to

 a large
ch

am
b

er. It w
as d

o
m

in
ated

 b
y a circu

lar d
ais, raised

 a m
an

’s
h

eigh
t ab

o
ve th

e flo
o

r. A
 th

ron
e w

as p
laced

 at th
e cen

ter o
f th

e
d

ais, a skeletal figu
re o

ccu
p

yin
g it. I m

o
ved

 fo
rw

ard
. I saw

 th
at

H
argrim

m
 w

as also
 in

 th
e ro

o
m

, an
d

 h
e cried

 o
u

t.
“S

to
p

 th
is h

eresy! 
D

o
 

n
o

t 
ap

p
ro

ach
 

th
e 

S
ilen

t 
K

in
g!” 

I
ign

o
red

 
h

im
, 

an
d

 
con

tinu
ed

 
fo

rw
ard

, 
clim

b
in

g 
th

e 
d

ais 
to

co
n

fro
n

t th
e S

ilen
t K

in
g. H

argrim
m

 m
o

ved
 fo

rw
ard

 to
 con

fro
n

t
m

e.“S
o

, th
ou

 h
ave co

m
e.” T

h
e skeleto

n
 tu

rn
ed

 to
 gaze u

p
on

 th
e

m
assive th

ro
n

e. “W
h

at th
ou

 see h
ere is th

e en
d

 o
f o

u
r cu

ltu
re.”

T
h

e figu
re o

n
 th

e th
ro

n
e d

id no
t m

o
ve. I p

o
in

ted
 to

 th
e th

ron
e’s

o
ccu

p
an

t.
“Is th

at th
e S

ilen
t K

in
g?”

“Y
es. N

o
n

e m
u

st kn
o

w
 th

at th
e K

in
g sp

eaks o
n

ly silen
ce.” I

asked
 an

o
th

er qu
estion

, fo
rcin

g H
argrim

m
 to

 co
n

firm
 w

h
at I

su
sp

ected
.

“W
h

y d
o

es h
e n

ot sp
eak?”

“H
e is silen

t b
ecau

se h
e h

as left th
is p

lace. H
e ab

an
do

n
ed u

s
fo

r th
e T

ru
e D

eath
…

 an
d

 left o
nly th

is h
u

sk in h
is p

lace.”
“H

o
w

 lo
n

g h
as th

is gon
e on

? “ A
 n

ew
 vo

ice an
sw

ered
 m

e.
S

tale M
ary h

ad
 en

tered
 th

e ro
o

m
.

“Lu
h

n
n

n
gg.” (Lo

n
g.) H

argrim
m

 stared
 o

ff in
to

 th
e sh

ado
w

s.
“H

e sto
p

p
ed

 sp
eakin

g to
 u

s lon
g ago

 —
 h

e h
im

self h
as le

ft
fo

r th
e th

rice-d
am

n
ed

 T
ru

e D
eath

.” A
 trace o

f rage an
d

 d
esp

air
trickled

 in
to h

is voice. “H
e h

as ab
an

do
n

ed u
s h

ere to
 su

ffer

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art II
357

realized m
y search had becom

e that m
uch m

ore urgent, for if I
lost m

y m
em

ories no future incarnation w
ould be able to benefit

fro
m

 R
avel’s w

isd
o

m
.

I also
 realized

 so
m

eth
in

g n
ew

 h
ad

 en
tered

 th
e m

aze w
h

ile
w

e b
attled

 R
avel. S

h
ad

o
w

s su
rro

u
nd

ed u
s; so

m
eh

o
w

 m
y en

e
m

y
h

ad
 fo

u
nd

 m
e even

 h
ere. I q

u
ickly sn

atch
ed

 a fe
w

 ite
m

s fro
m

th
e bo

d
y b

efo
re m

e th
at m

igh
t b

e o
f u

se, and
 th

en
 w

e tu
rn

ed
 to

figh
t th

e sh
ad

o
w

s ab
o

u
t u

s. E
ven

 as w
e sle

w
 th

e fo
rm

o
st, m

o
re

m
o

ved
 in

 fro
m

 b
eh

in
d. I led th

e o
th

ers in
 a m

ad
 d

ash
 to

 an
 ed

ge
o

f th
e m

a
ze, an

d
 th

en alon
g th

e ed
ge un

til w
e fo

u
n

d
 th

e p
o

rtal
R

avel h
ad

 m
en

tio
n

ed
, slayin

g m
o

re sh
ad

o
w

s alo
n

g th
e w

a
y. W

e
reach

ed
 th

e po
rtal, entered

, and
 in

 an
 in

stan
t w

ere tran
sp

o
rted

so
m

e
w

h
ere else…

* * *
R

avel’s co
rp

se la
y u

p
o

n
 th

e grou
nd

, su
rro

un
d

ed
 b

y w
h

at
lo

o
ked

 like a tan
gle o

f tree lim
b

s, b
u

t w
h

ich
 a sh

o
rt tim

e b
efo

re
w

ere 
w

o
o

d
y 

creatu
res. 

A
 

b
arb

ed
 

sp
ecter 

glid
ed

 
fo

rw
ard

,
sto

p
pin

g b
y th

e co
rp

se. N
o

t-co
rp

se, as it spo
ke.

“O
ff w

ith
 ya. D

ead
 I a

m
.” T

h
e sp

ecter rep
lied

 in a bo
o

m
in

g
vo

ice, as th
o

u
gh reverb

eratin
g acro

ss th
e p

lan
es.

T
H

E
N

 D
E

A
T

H'S K
IN

G
D

O
M

 H
A

S S
E

A
L

E
D

 IT
S G

A
T

E
S T

O
 U

S B
O

T
H.

A
R

IS
E, C

R
O

N
E!

“S
h

. S
h

. S
h

. A
w

a
y w

ith
 ya. I'm

 d
ead

 an
d

 n
o traffic w

ith
 th

e
livin

g m
a

y I h
ave.”

I C
A

R
E L

IT
T

L
E FO

R H
O

W
 Y

O
U

 D
IE. B

U
T I W

A
R

N
 Y

O
U

 FO
R T

H
E

L
A

S
T  T

IM
E, A

R
ISE O

R I S
H

A
L

L S
L

A
Y

 Y
O

U
 W

H
E

R
E Y

O
U

 L
IE. T

h
e

cro
n

e th
at w

as R
avel stag

gered
 to

 h
er feet.

“I 
h

ad
 

th
ou

gh
t 

th
at 

d
yin

g 
at 

h
is 

h
and

 
w

o
u

ld
 

fu
lfill 

th
e

req
u

irem
en

ts th
e p

ast pu
t fo

rth.”
Y

O
U

 
C

A
N

N
O

T 
H

A
V

E 
T

H
O

U
G

H
T 

T
H

A
T 

O
N

E 
W

O
U

L
D

 
H

A
V

E 
A

C
H

A
N

C
E . 

Y
O

U
 

W
E

R
E 

IN
D

U
L

G
E

N
T 

T
O

 
L

E
T 

H
IM

 
T

H
IN

K 
H

E 
W

A
S

SU
C

C
E

S
S

FU
L .

“P
o

w
erfu

l th
is in

carn
atio

n is. A
n

d
 kill m

e h
e co

u
ld

 o
f, b

u
t

fo
r a fe

w
 tricks w

h
ich

 I p
o

sses. F
ortun

ate w
as I.”

FO
R

T
U

N
E A

B
A

N
D

O
N

E
D

 Y
O

U
 T

H
E M

O
M

E
N

T I FO
U

N
D

 Y
O

U
. H

A
S

Y
O

U
R  L

IFE PR
E

P
A

R
E

D
 Y

O
U

 FO
R W

H
A

T IS T
O

 C
O

M
E, H

A
G

?
“I a

m
 n

o
t afraid

. N
o

t o
f th

e likes o
f yo

u
, ragged

 th
in

g.
W

ea
k R

avel m
a

y b
e, b

u
t a fe

w
 tricks h

as R
avel learn

ed
 o

ver th
e

years. A
n

d
 I h

ave kn
o

w
n

 yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 co
m

e.” R
avel p

rep
ared

 a
spell. “W

itness R
avel’s an

ger.”
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R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

I

“F
ai

r 
R

av
el

, 
yo

u
 h

el
p

ed
 m

e 
w

h
en

 I
 c

a
m

e 
to

 y
o

u
 s

o
 l

on
g

ag
o

, 
an

d
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
do

n
e 

so
 a

ga
in

. 
I 

sh
al

l 
n

ot
 f

o
rg

et
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
h

av
e 

d
o

n
e.

 B
u

t 
n

o
w

 I
 m

u
st

 le
av

e 
—

 I
 h

av
e 

to
 k

n
o

w
 m

o
re

 a
b

o
u

t
m

ys
el

f.”
T

h
er

e 
w

as
 a

 t
er

rib
le

 
sh

im
m

er
in

g 
in

 t
h

e 
ai

r 
ar

o
un

d
 R

av
el

 —
an

d
 t

h
e 

so
un

d 
o

f 
sn

ap
pi

n
g 

tw
ig

s 
an

d
 c

ra
ck

in
g 

tr
ee

 l
im

b
s,

 a
n

d
th

e 
ho

rr
id

 s
o

un
d 

o
f 

th
e 

tr
ee

s be
nd

in
g 

an
d

 sp
li

nt
er

in
g…

 R
av

el
’s

lip
s 

p
ee

le
d

 b
ac

k 
an

d
 h

er
 v

o
ic

e 
b

ec
am

e 
sh

ril
l, 

lik
e 

a 
ho

w
lin

g
w

in
d

. “W
h

at
 d

o
 Y

O
U

 k
n

o
w

 o
f K

N
O

W
IN

G
, 

h
al

f-
m

an
?

! K
N

O
W

 t
h

is
:

K
N

O
W

 y
o

u
 w

ill
 s

ta
y 

h
er

e 
u

n
til

 t
h

e E
N

D
 D

A
Y

S 
in

 m
y 

b
ra

m
b

le
d

ga
rd

en
, 

n
ev

er
 t

o
 l

ea
ve

, 
an

d
 y

o
u

 s
h

al
l 

L
O

V
E
 m

e,
 a

s 
yo

u
 w

er
e

M
E

A
N

T
, 

as
 y

o
u

 PR
O

M
IS

E
D

!”
“I

'm
 a

fr
ai

d
 I

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

po
o

r 
co

m
p

an
y,

 R
a

ve
l. 

A
n

d
 I

 c
an

n
o

t
st

a
y 

in
 a

n
y 

e
ve

n
t.

 I
'm

 a
fr

ai
d

 y
o

u
 m

u
st

 a
llo

w
 m

e 
p

as
sa

g
e.

”
“I

 s
h

al
l N

O
T
 l

et
 y

o
u

 l
ea

ve
 —

 I
 h

av
e 

th
e 

p
o

w
er

 t
o

 
K

E
E

P 
yo

u
h

er
e,

 a
n

d
 I

 s
h

al
l U
SE

 i
t.

 M
y 

b
la

ck
-b

ar
b

ed
 m

az
e 

sh
al

l 
N

O
T
 a

llo
w

yo
u

 t
o

 t
ra

ve
l 

b
ey

o
n

d
 i

t 
w

h
ile

 I
 LI

V
E
, 

m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s,

 pr
ec

io
us

m
an

…
”

“R
av

el
, 

I 
d

o
n

’t 
w

an
t 

to
 f

ig
h

t 
yo

u
…

 d
on

’t 
d

o
 t

h
is

. 
A

llo
w

 m
e

p
as

sa
ge

, 
an

d
 I

 s
h

al
l r

et
u

rn
 t

o
 v

is
it 

yo
u

. 
Y

ou
 n

ee
d

 n
o

t 
b

e 
al

on
e 

in
th

is
 p

la
ce

.”
“ 

R
E

T
U

R
N

?
! 

R
E

T
U

R
N

 a
s 

yo
u

 C
L

A
IM

E
D

 y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld
 s

o L
O

N
G

A
G

O
?

! 
N

o
…

 n
o

, 
yo

u
 s

h
al

l 
no

t LI
E
 t

o
 R

av
el

 T
W

IC
E
! 

N
o

 m
o

re
C

E
N

T
U

R
IE

S 
w

ill
 I

 W
A

IT
 f

o
r 

yo
u

…
” 

R
av

el
’s

 li
p

s 
p

ee
le

d
 b

ac
k,

 a
nd

h
er

 t
al

on
s 

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 g
ro

w
, 

gr
o

w
 i

n
to

 f
ie

n
d

is
h

 c
la

w
s.

 “
H

er
e 

in
m

y 
ga

rd
en

 y
o

u
 w

ill
 ST

A
Y

, 
an

d
 a

-w
an

d
er

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
 y

o
u

 w
ill

 
N

O

L
O

N
G

E
R
…

!”
“R

av
el

, 
ca

lm
 y

o
u

rs
el

f, 
th

er
e’

s 
n

o
 

N
E

E
D

 fo
r 

th
is

…
”

“Y
o

u
 h

av
e 

fo
rg

o
tt

en
 y

o
u

r PL
A

C
E
, 

H
A

L
F-

m
an

. 
H

u
m

ili
ty

 i
s 

in
o

rd
er

.”
S

o
m

e 
o

f 
R

a
ve

l’s
 t

re
e-

cr
ea

tu
re

s 
ap

p
ea

re
d

 a
ro

u
nd

 u
s,

 a
nd

 s
h

e
h

er
se

lf 
b

eg
an

 c
h

an
tin

g 
a 

sp
el

l. 
T

h
e 

m
ys

tic
al

 u
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

g 
o

f
h

er
 m

az
e 

R
av

el
 s

h
ar

ed
 w

ith
 m

e 
al

lo
w

ed
 m

e 
to

 t
w

is
t 

so
m

e 
o

f 
h

er
se

rv
an

ts
 t

o
 m

y 
w

ill
, 

se
tt

in
g 

th
em

 a
ga

in
st

 t
h

o
se

 w
h

o
 r

em
ai

n
ed

u
n

d
er

 R
av

el
’s

 c
o

n
tr

o
l. 

T
h

is
 l

ef
t 

m
e

 a
n

d
 m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s 

fr
ee

 t
o

d
ea

l w
ith

 R
av

el
 h

er
se

lf.
I 

su
sp

ec
te

d
 

th
at

 
R

av
el

 
h

ad
 

b
ee

n 
w

ea
ke

n
ed

 
b

y 
h

er
 

lo
n

g
ce

n
tu

ri
es

 i
m

m
u

re
d

 i
n

 t
h

is
 b

la
ck

-b
ar

b
ed

 t
o

m
b

, 
fo

r 
h

er
 s

p
el

ls
,

al
th

ou
gh

 p
o

te
n

t, 
co

ul
d

 n
ot

 f
u

lly
 s

h
ie

ld
 h

er
 f

ro
m

 m
y 

m
ag

ic
 a

n
d

m
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

’s
 w

ea
p

o
n

s.
 A

fte
r 

a 
sh

o
rt

, 
b

ru
ta

l 
fig

h
t 

I 
st

oo
d

o
ve

r 
R

av
el

’s
 b

o
d

y.
 I

 h
ad

 s
ea

rc
h

ed
 f

o
r 

a 
le

ge
n

d
, 

an
d

 f
o

un
d

 a
m

u
ch

 m
o

re
 c

o
m

p
le

x 
p

er
so

n
 t

h
an

 t
h

e 
ev

il 
h

ag
 o

f 
th

e 
ta

le
s.

 I
 a

ls
o

T
he

 S
il

en
t K

in
g

97

a
m

o
n

gs
t 

th
e 

Li
vi

n
g!

 W
e 

h
av

e 
b

ec
o

m
e…

 t
h

e 
p

re
y…

 o
f 

al
l 

th
at

liv
es

.” “T
h

en
 w

h
o

 r
ea

lly
 r

u
le

s?
”

“M
ar

y 
an

d
 I

 s
p

ea
k 

to
 t

h
e 

S
ile

n
t 

K
in

g.
 W

e 
ru

le
 i

n
 h

is
 s

te
ad

.
W

e 
in

te
rp

re
t 

th
e 

w
is

h
es

 o
f 

th
e 

S
ile

n
t 

K
in

g 
b

as
ed

 o
n 

w
h

at
 h

e
sa

id
 m

an
y 

lo
n

g 
ye

ar
s 

a
go

. 
It 

h
as

 n
ot

 b
ee

n
 e

as
y…

” 
H

ar
gr

im
m

so
u

nd
ed

 t
ire

d
; 

h
e 

sa
gg

ed
 b

en
ea

th
 t

h
e 

w
ei

gh
t 

o
f 

an
 i

n
vi

si
bl

e
b

u
rd

en
. 

“M
an

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

s,
 m

an
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

do
 I

 h
av

e 
fo

r 
h

im
.”

“W
h

y 
d

o
n

’t 
yo

u
 t

el
l y

o
u

r 
p

eo
p

le
 th

e 
tr

u
th

?”
“I

 w
is

h
 t

o
 p

re
se

rv
e 

w
h

at
 w

e 
h

av
e 

cr
ea

te
d

. 
I 

d
o

 n
o

t 
w

is
h

 t
o

d
ie

.”
 S

ta
le

 M
ar

y 
sp

o
ke

, 
h

er
 v

o
ic

e 
p

on
d

er
o

u
s.

“N
u

h
-n

u
h

-n
o

r 
I.”

 (
N

o
r 

I.
) 

H
ar

gr
im

m
 t

o
ld

 m
e 

m
o

re
 o

f 
h

is
re

as
o

n
s.

“I
f 

o
u

r 
o

w
n

 p
eo

p
le

 w
er

e 
to

 le
ar

n
 o

f 
th

is
…

 o
r 

A
ca

st
e,

 le
ad

er
o

f 
th

e 
gh

o
ul

s,
 w

er
e 

to
 d

is
co

ve
r 

th
is

 d
ec

ep
tio

n
…

 o
r 

M
an

y-
A

s-
O

n
e,

 t
h

e 
h

iv
e 

m
in

d
 o

f 
th

e 
cr

an
iu

m
 r

at
s…

 a
ll 

th
at

 w
e 

h
av

e
cr

ea
te

d
 h

er
e 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

d
es

tr
o

ye
d

. 
T

h
is

 h
u

sk
 i

s 
al

l 
th

at
 k

ee
p

s 
th

e
in

n
er

 a
nd

 o
u

te
r 

en
em

ie
s 

at
 b

ay
. 

If 
th

e 
tr

u
th

 w
er

e 
sp

o
ke

n
, 

o
u

r
sm

al
l 

ci
vi

liz
at

io
n

 w
o

u
ld

 b
ec

o
m

e 
d

u
st

. 
I 

ca
n

no
t 

fo
rc

e 
th

ee
 t

o
 b

e
si

le
n

t.
 B

ut
 I

 w
o

u
ld

 a
sk

 t
h

ee
 t

o
 l

oo
k 

b
ey

o
n

d
 t

h
ys

el
f, 

to
 c

o
n

si
d

er
w

h
at

 w
o

u
ld

 h
ap

p
en

 if
 t

h
ou

 s
po

ke
 o

f w
h

at
 t

h
o

u 
h

av
e 

se
en

 h
er

e.
”

I 
b

rie
fly

 c
o

n
si

d
er

ed
 t

h
e 

op
po

rt
un

ity
 p

re
se

n
te

d
 t

o 
m

e 
h

er
e.

 I
f

I 
o

ffe
re

d
 m

ys
el

f 
as

 a
n

 i
m

m
o

rt
al

 k
in

g 
to

 s
it 

in
 t

h
e 

th
ro

n
e 

b
ef

o
re

m
e,

 I
 w

a
s 

su
re

 t
h

e 
tw

o
 o

f t
h

em
 w

er
e 

d
es

p
er

at
e 

en
o

u
gh

 t
o

 
ac

ce
p

t.
B

u
t 

th
e 

D
ea

d
 N

at
io

n
s 

co
u

ld
 o

n
ly

 b
e 

a 
te

m
p

o
ra

ry
 c

a
m

p
 o

n
 m

y
jo

u
rn

ey
, 

n
o

t 
th

e 
d

es
tin

at
io

n.
“I

 o
n

ly
 w

is
h

 t
o

 l
ea

ve
, 

H
ar

gr
im

m
. 

G
ra

n
t 

m
e 

th
is

, 
an

d
 y

o
u

sh
al

l h
av

e 
m

y 
si

le
n

ce
.”

 H
ar

gr
im

m
 w

as
 s

ile
n

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
“T

h
o

u
 m

a
y 

le
av

e 
th

is
 p

lac
e.

 G
o

, 
n

o
w

…
 a

n
d

 I
 b

eg
 o

f 
th

ee
:

h
o

no
r 

th
y 

w
o

rd
.”
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D

row
ned N

ations

D
R

O
W

N
E

D
 N

A
T

IO
N

S

H
argrim

m
 show

ed m
e an exit that led to another part of the

underground 
com

plex. 
B

efore 
I 

left 
I 

decided 
to 

check 
on

S
oego, to see w

hat had been his fate.
O

n
 th

e w
a

y to
 h

is ro
o

m
, I tried

 o
u

t m
y n

e
w

 ‘S
to

ries B
o

n
es

T
ell’ ab

ility o
n

 a fe
m

ale zo
m

b
ie. T

h
e ro

ttin
g, fem

ale co
rp

se at
first 

see
m

ed
 

co
m

p
letely 

u
n

a
w

are 
o

f 
m

e. 
A

s 
I 

ap
p

ro
ach

ed
,

h
o

w
ever, 

sh
e 

tu
rn

ed
 

and
 n

od
d

ed 
slo

w
ly, 

as 
if 

greetin
g 

m
e.

M
o

rte stared
 and

 h
er, an

d ch
im

ed
 in

.
“W

o
w

, ch
ief…

 w
h

at a b
eau

ty, eh
? N

o
t everyw

h
ere yo

u
 can

m
eet a sw

eet little ch
it like th

at, ya kn
o

w
.”

“W
ell, p

erh
ap

s if yo
u

 can
 get p

ast th
e en

tire ‘sten
ch

-ridd
en

,
m

ag
go

t-lad
en

, ro
ttin

g carcass’ th
in

g…
”

“Y
eah

, see, th
at’s w

h
at I'm

…
 h

e
y!” M

o
rte sp

u
n

 to
 f

ace m
e.

“A
re yo

u
 gettin

g sarcastic o
n

 m
e?”

T
h

at w
as th

e first tim
e I h

ad
 su

cceed
ed

 in pu
ttin

g an
yth

in
g

o
ver o

n
 M

o
rte. I qu

estion
ed

 th
e zo

m
b

ie, an
d

 fo
u

nd I co
uld

easily u
n

d
erstan

d
 h

er, b
u

t h
er m

in
d

 w
as as slo

w
 as h

er b
o

d
y,

an
d

 I learn
ed

 no
thin

g n
ew

.
W

h
en

 
I 

reach
ed

 
S

o
ego

’s 
ro

o
m

, 
I 

fo
u

nd
 

h
is 

co
rp

se. 
I

exa
m

in
ed

 th
e b

od
y; h

o
w

ever h
e h

ad
 d

ied
, th

e co
rp

se h
ad b

een
left m

u
m

m
ified

. I felt little so
rro

w
 fo

r h
im

, b
u

t I h
ad

 th
e feelin

g
th

e D
u

stm
en

 w
o

u
ld

 w
an

t to
 h

ave th
e co

rp
se, even

 tho
u

gh h
e h

ad
ab

an
d

on
ed

 th
em

. T
h

e co
rp

se w
a

s to
o

 aw
kw

ard
 a lo

ad
 to

 d
rag

alo
n

g, bu
t p

erh
ap

s ju
st th

e h
ead

. In
 a m

o
m

en
t it w

as b
ag

ged
,

an
d

 I w
as read

y to
 go

.
W

e ca
m

e to
 th

e area H
argrim

m
 h

ad
 to

ld
 m

e w
a

s kn
o

w
n

 as
th

e D
ro

w
n

ed
 N

ation
s. T

h
e gh

ou
ls, actin

g as sco
u

ts fo
r th

e d
ead,

w
ere p

ro
w

lin
g th

is area fo
r even

tu
al u

se b
y th

e D
ead

 N
atio

n
s.

B
esid

es gh
o

u
ls, th

e area w
as in

fested
 w

ith
 m

o
re vargo

u
illes,

an
d

 
tro

co
po

to
cas, 

large 
w

h
ite 

lizard
s. 

In 
on

e 
sectio

n
, 

after
slo

sh
in

g th
rou

gh
 an

kle high
 w

ater, an
d

 figh
tin

g o
ff a p

ack o
f

vargo
u

illes, I fo
u

nd
 a flask o

n
 th

e flo
o

r, its sto
pp

er loo
sen

ed
. I

tu
rn

ed it u
p

sid
e do

w
n

, to
 allo

w
 th

e w
ater to

 ru
n

 o
ut. W

h
ich

 ran
,

an
d

 ran
. T

h
e w

ater d
id

 n
ot stop

 co
m

in
g. T

h
is m

u
st h

ave b
een

th
e m

a
gical flask o

f w
ater th

e sto
n

e face G
lyve h

ad
 m

en
tio

n
ed

.
F

u
rth

er alo
n

g, after killin
g tw

o
 tro

cop
o

to
cas, I w

as ab
le to

reach
 th

e bo
d

y o
f o

n
e o

f P
h

arod
’s co

llecto
rs. H

e m
u

st h
ave h

ad

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art II
355

“Y
o

u
 h

ave d
on

e m
e a gre

at service, b
eau

tifu
l R

avel. T
h

an
k

yo
u

 fo
r h

earin
g m

y req
u

est an
d

 sh
arin

g yo
u

r kn
o

w
led

ge w
ith

m
e.” R

avel gave a cro
o

ked
 sm

ile, all tu
sks, an

d
 th

en gave a so
ft

cackle.
“A

h
…

 it is I w
h

o
 th

an
ks yo

u
, m

y p
recio

u
s m

an
. Lo

n
g h

as it
b

een
 sin

ce su
ch sw

eet flattery h
as b

een
 b

ro
u

gh
t to

 th
is m

aze…
 I

w
ish

 to
 gran

t yo
u

 a b
oo

n, m
y so

n
gb

ird
.” I attem

p
ted

 to sp
eak,

b
u

t sh
e pu

t o
u

t a h
and

. “S
h

hh
…

 I w
o

u
ld

 tell yo
u

 a secret…
C

lo
se 

yo
u

r 
e

yes, 
an

d
 

I 
sh

all 
let 

yo
u

 
see 

th
e 

n
atu

re 
o

f 
th

e
m

u
ltiverse…

”
I clo

sed
 m

y e
yes, an

d
 as I d

id
, I felt a sh

arp
, stab

bin
g p

ain
in

 m
y righ

t e
ye. M

y e
ye…

 one o
f m

y e
ye

s…
 o

p
en

ed
…

 and
 I

sa
w

 R
avel b

efo
re m

e, h
er b

loo
d

-red eye
s glea

m
in

g w
ith

 d
eligh

t;
o

n
e 

o
f 

h
er 

talo
n

s 
w

as 
exten

d
ed

, 
an

d 
w

as 
tip

p
ed

 
w

ith
 

m
y

b
loo

d
…

 an
d

 an
 eyeb

all. M
in

e.
“W

h
at…

 d
id

…
 yo

u
…

 do
…

?”
“A

 b
o

o
n

 I h
ave gran

ted
, so

n
gbird

. A
 tw

ist o
f p

ercep
tio

n
, a

tap
 in

to
 th

e b
ran

ch
es o

f th
e m

in
d

, a tap
 into

 th
e roo

ts o
f R

avel’s
kn

o
w

in
g h

ave I gran
ted

 yo
u

…
 a p

iece o
f m

e…
” S

h
e to

o
k th

e
e

yeb
all, an

d
 I w

atch
ed

 in
 d

isgu
st as sh

e p
u

lled
 fo

rth
 a b

lack
seed

 an
d

 placed
 th

em
 b

o
th in h

er left p
alm

. W
ith

 a gro
tesq

u
e

sm
ile, sh

e cru
sh

ed
 th

e tw
o

 o
f th

em
 w

ith
 a sicken

in
g 

crunch.
“

A
h

h
…

”
“G

ive…
 it b

ack…
”

“O
f co

u
rse, p

recio
u

s m
an

…
” R

avel o
p

en
ed

 h
er p

alm
 an

d
m

y e
ye 

la
y 

th
ere, 

see
m

in
gly 

u
n

to
u

ch
ed, 

starin
g 

at 
m

e. 
S

h
e

p
laced

 it b
etw

een
 h

er th
u

m
b

 an
d

 fo
refin

ger, th
en

 b
efo

re I co
u

ld
react, sh

e stab
b

ed
 it into

 m
y e

m
p

ty e
ye so

cket.
“E

rh
h

kkkk…
”

“A
 p

iece o
f m

e lies in
 yo

u
r goo

d
 eye, p

recio
u

s m
an

. W
h

en
yo

u
 see th

e P
lan

es th
rou

gh
 th

at eye, yo
u

 w
ill u

n
d

erstand
 

M
O

R
E

th
an

 yo
u

 on
ce d

id
…

 w
iser yo

u
 w

ill b
e, an

d m
o

re exp
erien

ce o
f

th
e P

lan
es and

 th
eir tu

rn
in

gs w
ill yo

u
 u

n
d

erstan
d

…
 an

d th
at is

all.”A
s 

I 
w

as 
ab

o
u

t to
 u

tter 
m

y 
fare

w
ell, 

I 
su

dd
en

ly 
felt 

a
cra

w
lin

g sen
satio

n
 in

 m
y sku

ll —
 an

d
 I n

o
ticed th

at R
avel’s

b
lack-vein

ed
 e

yes h
ad

 taken
 o

n
 a stran

ge, p
red

ato
ry fire.

“Y
o

u
’re no

t go
in

g to
 let m

e lea
ve, are yo

u
 R

avel?
”

“A
 p

ercep
tive q

u
estion

 —
 yet it n

o
t th

e real q
u

estion
.”

R
avel’s vo

ice to
o

k o
n

 a stran
ge w

h
isp

er —
 very sad

, th
at sen

t a
fain

t ech
o

 th
ro

u
gh

 m
y m

in
d

. “T
h

e q
u

estio
n is do

 yo
u

 
w

ish to
leave m

e, h
alf-m

an
?”
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R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

I

m
y 

ha
nd

, 
w

hi
ch

 t
o 

m
y 

su
rp

ri
se

, 
he

ld
 a

 n
um

be
r 

of
 b

la
ck

-b
ar

be
d

se
ed

s. “T
a

ke
 t

h
o

se
 s

ee
d

s.
 U

se
 t

h
em

 a
s 

yo
u

 w
ill

…
 a

n
d

 t
o

 t
hi

s,
 I

gr
an

t 
an

 a
d

d
iti

on
al

 b
o

on
.”

 S
h

e 
p

lu
ck

ed
 a

 h
ai

r 
fr

o
m

 h
er

 h
ea

d
 a

nd
to

o
k 

a 
h

an
d

fu
l 

o
f 

th
e 

se
ed

s,
 p

la
ce

d
 t

h
em

 i
n

 h
er

 p
al

m
, 

th
en

cr
u

sh
ed

 th
em

. 
A

 s
m

al
l t

ra
il 

o
f 

b
la

ck
is

h
 b

lo
o

d
 r

an
 f

ro
m

 h
er

 h
an

d
,

b
u

t 
w

h
en

 s
h

e 
o

p
en

ed
 i

t, 
th

er
e 

w
as

 n
o

 w
o

u
n

d
…

 o
n

ly
 a

 n
ec

kl
ac

e
o

f b
la

ck
-b

ar
b

s,
 w

o
ve

n
 a

ro
u

n
d 

a 
lo

ck
 o

f 
R

av
el

’s
 g

ra
y 

h
ai

r.
 “

T
ak

e
th

is
; 

it 
is

 o
f 

m
e,

 a
n

d
 i

t 
w

ill
 s

er
ve

 y
o

u
 w

el
l.”

 I
 a

p
p

re
ci

at
ed

 a
ll

R
av

el
 h

ad
 d

on
e 

fo
r 

m
e,

 b
u

t 
m

y 
q

u
es

t 
w

a
s 

st
ill

 u
n

fin
is

h
ed

.
“T

h
an

k 
yo

u
 fo

r 
th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
gi

ve
n

 m
e,

 R
av

el
; 

I
m

u
st

 le
a

ve
 n

o
w

.”
“H

o
ld

…
” 

R
av

el
’s

 v
o

ic
e 

d
ro

pp
ed

 t
o

 a
 lo

w
 h

is
s,

 li
ke

 t
h

at
 o

f 
a

se
rp

en
t.

 “
T

h
e 

m
o

st
 im

p
o

rt
an

t 
q

u
es

tio
n

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

Y
E

T
 t

o
 a

sk
, 

m
y

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

m
an

. 
H

as
 it

 o
cc

u
rr

ed
 t

o 
yo

u
 y

et
?”

“Y
es

…
 I

 n
ee

d
 t

o
 k

no
w

 h
o

w
 t

o
 l

ea
ve

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

. 
D

o
 y

o
u

kn
o

w
 t

h
e 

an
sw

er
 t

o
 t

h
is

 q
u

es
tio

n
?”

“I
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
e 

b
ra

n
ch

in
gs

 o
f 

th
is

 
pl

ac
e,

 
th

e 
tw

is
tin

gs
 

an
d

b
en

d
in

gs
 a

n
d

 b
u

rr
o

w
in

gs
. 

T
h

o
u

gh
 t

h
er

e 
ar

e 
n

o
 le

av
es

 h
er

e,
 o

n
e

m
a

y 
ta

ke
 t

h
ei

r 
le

av
e 

w
h

en
 t

h
ey

 w
is

h
 it

.”
“S

o
 y

o
u

 D
O

 k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 t

o
 le

av
e?

”
“W

ra
p

 
yo

u
r 

h
an

d
s 

ab
ou

t 
yo

u
 

lik
e 

b
ra

n
ch

es
, 

m
ak

e 
th

e
m

en
ci

rc
le

 y
o

u
r 

ch
es

t 
lik

e 
a 

ca
ge

. 
S

te
p

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

ed
ge

 o
f 

th
e 

m
az

e
in

to
 t

h
e 

d
ar

kn
es

s,
 a

n
d

 in
to

 a
n

ot
h

er
 c

ag
e 

yo
u

r 
bo

d
y 

sh
al

l g
o

 —
 a

si
m

p
le

 l
ea

vi
n

g,
 b

u
t 

th
er

e 
is

 
N

O
 r

et
u

rn
 w

h
en

 t
h

at
 f

in
al

 s
te

p
 i

s
ta

ke
n

, 
so

 TA
K

E
 h

ee
d

 a
n

d
 TA

K
E
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 n

ee
d

 b
ef

o
re

 y
o

u
 t

ak
e

th
e 

st
ep

. 
W

h
ic

h 
ed

ge
, 

w
h

ic
h

? 
O

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

ed
ge

s 
kn

o
w

s,
 n

o
t 

I.
T

h
e 

re
m

e
m

b
er

in
g 

o
f 

w
h

ic
h

 h
as

 f
ai

le
d

 m
e,

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

ed
ge

s 
o

f 
th

e
m

az
e 

h
av

e 
h

ad
 li

ttl
e 

to
 s

ay
 o

n
 t

h
e 

m
at

te
r.

”
“Y

o
u

'v
e 

kn
o

w
n

 h
o

w
 t

o
 l

ea
ve

? 
A

ll 
th

is
 t

im
e?

 T
h

en
…

 w
h

y
d

o
n’

t 
yo

u
 le

av
e?

”
“W

h
y 

st
a

y 
w

h
en

 o
n

e 
ca

n
 l

ea
ve

 i
s 

yo
u

r 
q

u
es

tio
n 

to
 m

e?
”

R
av

el
 b

ro
ke

 i
n

to
 a

 c
ro

o
ke

d
 s

m
ile

, 
d

is
p

la
yi

n
g 

a 
ro

w
 o

f 
fa

n
gs

. 
“I

tu
rn

 t
h

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

 u
po

n
 i

ts
 h

ea
d

 a
n

d
 s

en
d

 i
t 

a-
sc

u
rr

yi
n

g 
b

ac
k 

to
yo

u
. 

T
h

e 
an

sw
er

 l
ie

s 
n

o
t 

in
 t

h
e 

st
ay

in
g 

o
r 

le
av

in
g,

 b
u

t 
in

 t
h

e
ca

u
se

s 
an

d
 r

ea
so

n
s,

 m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

h
al

f-
m

an
.”

“D
o

n
’t 

yo
u

 w
an

t t
o

 le
av

e?
”

“I
t 

is
 a

 w
an

t,
 a

 o
n

ce
-w

an
t,

 b
u

t 
n

o
t 

a 
no

w
-w

an
t,

 a
n

d
 m

o
re

an
d

 m
o

re
 a

 n
o

t, 
n

au
gh

t,
 k

no
tt

ed
-w

an
t.

 W
h

at
 d

o
 I

 n
ee

d
 t

h
at

 l
ie

s
b

ey
o

n
d

 m
y 

b
ra

m
b

le
d

 w
al

ls
? 

It 
is

 a
 c

ru
el

, 
ja

gg
ed

 w
o

rld
 b

ey
o

n
d

th
e 

ed
ge

s 
o

f 
th

is
 m

az
e,

 a
n

d
 R

av
el

 h
as

 p
u

lle
d

 
en

ou
gh

 o
f 

its
sh

ar
d

s 
fr

o
m

 h
er

 s
ki

n
.”

D
ro

w
ne

d 
N

at
io

ns
99

a 
ra

re
 s

ki
ll

, 
fo

r 
be

si
de

s 
ha

vi
ng

 p
en

et
ra

te
d 

so
 f

ar
 I

 f
ou

nd
 t

he
br

on
ze

 s
ph

er
e 

on
 h

is
 b

od
y!

 I
 e

xa
m

in
ed

 i
t. 

T
he

 s
im

pl
e 

br
on

ze
sp

he
re

 w
as

 a
bo

ut
 a

 f
oo

t 
ac

ro
ss

, 
bu

t 
it

 w
as

 s
ur

pr
is

in
gl

y 
li

gh
t, 

as
if

 h
ol

lo
w

 i
ns

id
e.

 A
lt

ho
ug

h 
it

s 
ba

si
c 

ap
pe

ar
an

ce
 w

as
 n

or
m

al
en

ou
gh

, 
th

e 
sp

he
re

 s
om

eh
ow

 m
an

ag
ed

 t
o 

of
fe

nd
 t

he
 r

es
t 

of
 m

y
se

n
se

s.
 T

h
e 

te
xt

u
re

 o
f 

th
e 

sp
h

er
e,

 j
u

st
 t

h
e 

‘fe
el

’ 
o

f 
it 

ga
ve

 m
e

th
e 

im
p

re
ss

io
n

 it
 w

as
 a

n
 e

gg
 t

h
at

 w
a

s 
ju

st
 a

b
ou

t 
to

 b
u

rs
t 

o
p

en
 —

ju
st

 t
o

u
ch

in
g 

it 
m

ad
e 

m
y 

sk
in

 c
ra

w
l. 

T
o

 m
a

ke
 m

at
te

rs
 w

o
rs

e,
th

e 
fa

in
t 

sm
el

l 
o

f 
ro

tt
en

 c
u

st
ar

d
 e

m
an

at
ed

 f
ro

m
 i

t,
 a

n
d

 i
t 

m
ad

e
m

y 
e

ye
s 

w
at

er
.
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T

he T
om

b

T
H

E
 T

O
M

B

N
earby w

as a gate in the w
all. A

s I opened the gate, a cold w
ind

rushed forth. I began to shiver as I heard the sound of a voice
w

hispering, although I could not m
ake out w

hat it said. In a
seco

n
d

, it w
as go

n
e an

d
 all w

as silen
t…

. I realized
 th

at I h
ad

b
een

 h
ere b

efo
re, and

 I h
ad

 a stro
n

g feelin
g th

at m
y co

m
p

an
io

n
s

m
u

st n
o

t fo
llo

w
 m

e in
.

T
h

e gate led
 in

to
 a lo

n
g ro

o
m

. I h
ad

 en
tered

 alon
g on

e o
f

th
e lon

g sid
es, and

 th
e on

ly exit w
as o

n
 th

e op
po

site w
all. I

w
an

d
ered

 ab
o

u
t th

e roo
m

, m
y o

n
ly co

m
p

an
y a fe

w
 co

rp
ses o

n
th

e flo
o

r, lo
n

g sin
ce ro

tted aw
a

y to
 skeleto

n
s. O

n
 o

n
e w

all w
as

an
 in

scrip
tion

, w
h

ich
 I read

A
t last I h

ave yo
u

. N
ever a

gain
 w

ill yo
u

 to
rm

en
t m

e, fo
r n

o
m

o
rtal m

an
 can

 escap
e th

ese w
alls. S

eek th
e ke

ys an
d

 em
b

race
d

eath
 w

ith
 each

 th
at yo

u
 fin

d. O
n

ly th
en

 sh
all yo

u
 b

e free.
A

p
p

reh
en

sive at w
h

at th
is co

u
ld m

ean
, I h

u
rried b

ack to
 th

e
d

o
or I h

ad
 en

tered b
y. It h

ad
 clo

sed
 itself an

d
 lo

cked
. W

h
en

 I
tu

rn
ed aro

un
d, I n

o
ticed so

m
eth

in
g else. In

laid in
 th

e flo
o

r w
as

a 
sym

b
o

l 
o

f 
to

rm
en

t, 
th

e 
sam

e 
w

h
ich

 
ad

o
rn

ed 
m

y 
arm

.
W

o
n

d
erin

g at th
is, I en

tered
 th

e o
nly o

th
er exit fro

m
 th

e ro
o

m
.

I w
alked

 fo
rw

ard
, seein

g ah
ead

 a sq
u

are ch
am

b
er w

ith
 a

sarco
p

h
agu

s at its cen
ter. A

s I 
m

ad
e 

to
 

en
ter 

th
e 

ch
am

b
er,

su
d

d
en

ly 
I 

w
as 

else
w

h
ere. 

I 
w

as 
in

 
a 

ro
o

m
, 

w
ith

 
its 

o
w

n
sarco

p
h

agu
s. H

o
w

ever, w
h

en
 I in

vestigated
, all I fo

un
d

 in
 th

e
sarco

p
h

agu
s w

as a ke
y. T

h
e sym

b
o

l o
f to

rm
en

t w
a

s in
scrib

ed
 on

th
e flo

o
r o

f th
is roo

m
 as w

ell.
T

h
e o

n
ly visib

le exit fro
m

 th
e ro

o
m

 led
 b

ack to
w

ard
 th

e
sa

m
e sq

u
are ch

a
m

b
er. A

s I m
o

ved
 fo

rw
ard

, su
dd

en
ly I sh

ifted
. I

w
a

s in
 th

e ro
o

m
 I h

ad
 ju

st left. W
h

at w
as I to

 d
o no

w
? A

s I
th

ou
gh

t I h
ad

 b
egu

n
 to

 p
ace, an

d
 I step

p
ed on

 th
e to

rm
en

t
sym

b
o

l. A
 b

o
lt o

f ligh
tn

in
g stru

ck, an
d I kn

ew
 n

o
 m

o
re.

I aw
o

ke fro
m

 d
eath

 in
 th

e roo
m

 I h
ad

 first en
tered

 w
h

en
go

in
g in

to
 th

e to
m

b
. H

avin
g n

o b
etter p

lan
, I m

ad
e fo

r th
e

sq
u

are ch
am

b
er ag

ain
. O

n
ce again

 I w
as tran

sp
o

rted
. T

h
is tim

e
to

 a n
ew

 ro
o

m
, b

u
t it still con

tain
ed a sarco

p
h

agu
s, o

n th
e flo

o
r

a 
sym

b
o

l 
o

f 
to

rm
en

t 
an

d
 

a 
p

assage 
to

 
th

e 
cen

tral, 
squ

are,
ch

am
b

er.

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art II
353

“N
o

 M
O

R
E w

ill I sa
y…

” R
avel’s fa

ce w
rin

kled
 in

 p
ain

, th
e

talo
n

 co
vered

 w
ith

 th
e b

lo
od

-tip
p

ed gra
y h

air —
 even

 p
lu

cked
fro

m
 h

er h
ead

, it loo
ked

 jagged
 an

d
 stiff. “I d

o
 no

t kno
w

, an
d

 no
kn

o
w

in
g 

sh
all 

I 
sh

are!” 
S

h
e 

stared
 

d
o

w
n

 
at 

th
e 

gra
y 

h
air

w
rap

p
ed

 aro
u

nd
 h

er talo
n, and

 th
en

 sh
e h

issed
, and

 flicked
 it to

m
e. “T

ake th
is, an

d
 leave th

e p
ast w

h
ere it lies, h

alf-m
an

!” If
sh

e co
u

ld
 h

elp
 m

e n
o

 m
o

re in
 th

e m
ystery th

at w
as m

y p
ast,

p
erh

ap
s th

ere w
ere o

th
ers th

in
gs I cou

ld learn
 fro

m
 h

er.
“T

h
e leg

en
d

s claim
 yo

u
 are a p

o
w

erfu
l m

age, R
a

vel. C
an

yo
u

 teach
 m

e so
m

e o
f th

e A
rt?”

“D
o

es R
avel kn

o
w

 th
e Art?! Is yo

u
r m

in
d

 go
n

e a-w
a

y o
f th

e
m

o
rtality, a th

in
g all up

-and
-lo

st?! I h
ave fo

rgo
tten

 m
o

re o
f th

e
A

rt th
an

 you sh
all…

” S
h

e jab
b

ed m
e w

ith
 o

n
e o

f h
er talo

n
s.

“E
ver.” S

h
e jab

b
ed

 m
e again

. “K
n

o
w

.”
“C

an
 yo

u
 teach

 m
e so

m
e o

f th
e A

rt, th
en

?”
R

avel 
n

arro
w

ed
 

h
er 

b
lack-vein

ed
 

e
ye

s, 
stu

d
yin

g 
m

e.
“M

a
yh

ap
 I co

u
ld

 b
e p

ersu
ad

ed b
y o

n
e su

ch as yo
u

…
 th

ou
gh

an
y o

th
er w

o
u

ld
 NO

T h
ave su

ch
 a ch

an
ce, no

r th
e bo

on
 I o

ffer.
A

re yo
u

 a ru
d

im
en

tary stu
d

en
t in th

e arts o
r am

 I fa
cin

g a tried
-

tru
e-an

d
-tired

…
 attired

? A
-tired

 m
aster?

”
“A

 m
aster in

 th
e arts, b

eau
tifu

l R
avel.”

“F
latterer…

 an
d

 yet yo
u

r w
o

rd
s w

arm
 m

e.” R
a

vel’s vo
ice

ch
an

ged
, altern

atin
g in

 p
itch

, like so
m

eo
n

e p
lu

ckin
g a strin

ged
in

stru
m

en
t. “M

u
ch h

ave I learn
ed

 tend
in

g th
is gard

en
. C

h
arm

s
an

d
 in

can
tation

s, d
istilled fro

m
 th

e b
arb

s…
” S

h
e b

egan
 to

 hu
m

sligh
tly to

 h
erself. “…

rh
ym

in
g, sw

a
yin

g w
a

ys o
f th

e co
n

son
an

ts
co

n
stan

ts and
 m

o
tion

s th
at b

rin
g th

e b
riars to

 yo
u

r aid
…

 listen
,

th
e b

ran
ch

es w
ill sp

eak o
f it.”

A
s I clo

sed
 m

y e
yes an

d
 listen

ed
, a great trem

b
lin

g p
assed

th
rou

gh
 m

e, as if d
o

zen
s o

f 
b

arb
ed

 
sn

akes 
w

ere 
b

u
rro

w
in

g
b

en
eath

 m
y flesh

. Ju
st w

h
en

 I tho
u

ght th
e p

ain
 w

as m
o

re th
an

 I
co

u
ld b

ear, I su
dd

en
ly, in

stin
ctively, b

egan
 h

u
m

m
in

g, th
e sam

e
tu

n
e th

at R
avel d

id
…

 an
d th

e p
ain

 ebb
ed

. In
 th

e d
istan

ce o
f th

e
m

aze 
I 

co
u

ld
 

h
ear 

th
e 

clickin
g 

o
f 

th
e 

tree 
creatu

res, 
as 

if
resp

o
nd

in
g to

 m
y call. R

avel w
atch

ed
 m

e w
ith

 a cu
rio

u
s light in

h
er b

lack-vein
ed

 eyes.
“S

u
ch

 pow
er…

” S
h

e gave a so
ft h

iss, as if in
 w

o
n

d
er, and

h
er lip

s p
eeled

 b
ack in

 a sm
ile. “It a-to

u
ch

es all th
at h

ear it. Y
o

u
are p

o
w

erfu
l, m

y p
recio

u
s m

an
, so

 po
w

erfu
l…

 o
n

e d
ay e

ven
 th

e
P

lan
es m

a
y b

en
d

 to
 yo

u
r w

ill…
”

“I d
o

 n
o

t w
ish

 su
ch

 a th
in

g, R
avel. T

h
ere are m

an
y w

h
o

w
o

u
ld

 w
alk th

at p
ath

, b
u

t no
t I.” R

avel no
dd

ed
, th

en
 n

od
d

ed
 at
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R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

I

co
m

fo
rt

 t
o

 t
h

es
e 

ol
d

 b
on

es
. 

M
u

ch
 h

av
e 

I 
fo

rg
o

tt
en

…
 

I 
am

fo
rt

u
n

at
e 

in
 th

at
 I

 s
til

l r
em

e
m

b
er

 y
o

u
.”

“R
av

el
, 

b
u

t…
 W

H
Y

 d
id

 y
o

u
 t

ry
 t

o
 fr

ee
 t

h
e L

ad
y 

of
 P

ai
n 

fr
o

m
S

ig
il?

”
R

av
el

’s
 

vo
ic

e 
d

ro
p

p
ed

, 
al

m
o

st
 

re
p

ri
m

an
d

in
g.

 
“I

 
re

se
n

t
an

yo
n

e,
 e

ve
n

 a
 P

o
w

er
, 

b
ei

n
g 

im
p

ri
so

n
ed

 a
n

d 
th

in
k 

th
at

 a
ll,

ev
er

yo
n

e 
…

w
h

et
h

er
 

st
o

n
es

, 
sh

o
re

s 
o

r 
q

ui
et

 
b

la
d

ed
 

la
di

es
…

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e F

R
E

E
. 

S
o

m
e 

h
av

e 
sa

id
 m

o
re

 f
o

o
l, 

I.
 W

h
y 

ris
k 

su
ch

 a
th

in
g,

 
th

ey
 

sa
id

?”
 

I 
h

ad
 

h
ea

rd
 

m
an

y 
re

as
o

n
s 

w
h

y 
R

a
ve

l
at

te
m

p
te

d
 

to
 

b
re

ak
 

th
e 

ca
ge

 
th

at
 

w
as

 
S

ig
il,

 
b

u
t 

n
on

e 
h

ad
su

gg
es

te
d

 t
h

is
 m

o
tiv

e.
 I

 w
o

n
d

er
ed

 i
f 

R
av

el
 h

ad
 a

lw
a

ys
 h

ad
 a

ca
p

ac
ity

 
fo

r 
co

m
p

as
si

o
n

 
w

ith
in

 
h

er
 

b
la

ck
en

ed
 

so
ul

, 
o

r 
if

so
m

eh
o

w
 t

h
e 

im
p

ro
b

ab
le

 l
o

ve
 I

 h
ad

 a
w

ak
en

ed
 i

n
si

d
e 

h
er

 h
ad

m
ad

e 
ro

o
m

 fo
r 

o
th

er
, 

ki
nd

er
, 

em
o

tio
n

s.
“T

h
er

e 
ar

e 
so

m
e 

th
in

gs
 I

 c
an

no
t 

b
ea

r,
 a

n
d 

no
 a

p
ol

o
gi

es
 w

ill
I 

m
a

ke
, 

m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

h
al

f-
m

an
 

—
 

ye
t…

 
w

h
en

 
I 

ca
n

n
o

t 
le

t
m

at
te

rs
 w

el
l e

n
o

u
gh

 a
lo

n
e…

 m
an

y 
ar

e 
th

e 
liv

es
 a

n
d

 d
re

am
s 

th
at

ar
e 

a-
le

ft 
in

 p
ie

ce
s 

o
n 

th
e 

gr
ou

nd
. 

If 
I 

h
ad

 l
et

 y
o

u
 b

e,
 m

a
yh

ap
m

u
ch

 b
et

te
r 

w
o

u
ld

 y
o

u
r 

lif
e 

b
e…

”
“I

s 
th

at
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 w

er
e 

tr
yi

n
g 

to
 d

o 
w

h
en

 I
 m

et
 y

o
u

 s
o

 l
on

g
ag

o
? 

W
er

e 
yo

u
 t

ry
in

g 
to

 s
et

 m
e 

fr
e

e?
”

“Q
u

ite
 p

o
ss

ib
ly

, 
p

o
ss

ib
ly

 q
u

ite
. 

Li
fe

’s
 c

h
ai

n
s 

an
d

 f
ea

r-
o

f-
d

ea
th

 m
a

y 
h

av
e 

gr
ip

p
ed

 t
oo

-t
ig

h
tly

 o
n

 t
h

e 
m

an
 I

 n
ew

…
 k

n
e

w
?

K
n

ew
 t

h
en

, 
h

m
m

m
m

-h
m

m
m

m
?

” 
R

av
el

 p
ic

ke
d

 a
t 

o
n

e 
o

f 
h

er
ja

gg
ed

 g
ra

y 
h

ai
rs

, 
w

ra
p

p
in

g 
it 

ar
o

un
d

 h
er

 f
in

ge
r.

 “
N

o
 l

ik
in

g 
fo

r
ch

ai
n

s 
an

d 
ca

ge
s 

d
o

es
 R

av
el

 h
av

e…
”

“A
h

, 
so

 I
 w

as
 c

ag
ed

 s
o

m
eh

o
w

? 
O

r 
ch

ai
n

ed
? 

It 
so

u
nd

s 
to

 m
e

as
 if

 y
o

u
r 

m
e

m
o

ry
 is

 s
tir

ri
n

g,
 R

av
el

…
”

“Y
es

s…
” 

R
a

ve
l b

lin
ke

d
 fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 a

n
d

 h
er

 b
la

ck
-v

ei
n

ed
e

ye
s 

b
ec

a
m

e 
d

u
lle

r,
 a

s 
if 

sh
e 

h
ad

 b
ee

n
 s

tr
u

ck
 w

ith
 a

 h
ea

vy
w

e
ap

o
n

. 
H

er
 t

al
o

n
 t

ig
h

te
n

ed
 a

ro
u

nd
 t

h
e 

gr
ay

 h
ai

r,
 s

o
 t

ig
h

tly
 i

t
lo

o
ke

d
 l

ik
e 

sh
e 

w
as

 a
b

o
u

t 
to

 t
ea

r 
it 

fr
o

m
 h

er
 s

ku
ll.

 “
M

a
yh

ap
…

yo
u

 w
er

e 
a-

tr
ap

p
ed

? 
B

u
t 

it 
w

as
 n

o
 n

o
rm

al
 c

ag
e 

th
at

 h
el

d
 y

o
u

…
”

“D
o

 
yo

u
 

h
av

e 
an

y 
id

ea
 w
ha

t 
h

el
d

 
m

e?
” 

R
av

el
 

lo
o

ke
d

co
n

fu
se

d
, 

an
d 

h
er

 
fa

ce
 

tw
is

te
d,

 
as

 
if 

sh
e 

w
a

s 
fig

h
tin

g 
an

u
n

pl
ea

sa
n

t 
th

o
u

gh
t.

“I
 h

av
e 

fo
rg

o
tt

en
…

 m
a

yh
ap

 a
 p

ro
m

is
e…

? 
N

o
, 

n
o

…
” 

H
er

fin
ge

r 
tig

h
te

n
ed

 a
ro

un
d

 t
h

e 
gr

ay
 h

ai
r,

 a
n

d
 t

o 
m

y 
su

rp
ris

e,
 t

h
er

e
w

a
s 

a 
sn

ap
 l

ik
e 

a 
tw

ig
 b

re
ak

in
g,

 a
n

d
 R

av
el

 t
o

re
 t

h
e 

h
ai

r 
fr

o
m

h
er

 h
ea

d
. 

A
 t

ri
ck

le
 o

f 
b

la
ck

 b
lo

od
 w

o
rm

ed
 f

ro
m

 b
en

ea
th

 h
er

sk
u

ll 
ca

p
, 

an
d 

sh
e 

h
is

se
d

 in
 a

n
ge

r.
“R

av
el

…
? 

A
re

 y
o

u
 a

ll 
rig

h
t?

”

T
he

 T
om

b
10

1

I 
ha

d 
fi

gu
re

d 
ou

t 
th

e 
m

es
sa

ge
 i

n 
th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 c

ha
m

be
r 

by
no

w
, a

nd
 k

ne
w

 th
es

e 
tr

ap
s 

m
us

t b
e 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 a

ny
on

e 
ap

ar
t f

ro
m

m
e 

le
ar

ni
ng

 w
ha

t 
th

is
 t

om
b 

he
ld

. A
ft

er
 d

yi
ng

 t
w

o 
m

or
e 

ti
m

es
, 

I
w

as
 a

bl
e 

to
 f

in
al

ly
 r

ea
ch

 th
e 

ce
nt

ra
l c

ha
m

be
r.

A
ro

un
d 

th
e 

ce
nt

ra
l 

sa
rc

op
ha

gu
s 

w
er

e 
in

sc
ri

pt
io

ns
 c

ar
ve

d 
on

st
on

e 
pa

ne
ls

. 
T

he
 p

an
el

s 
ga

ve
 s

li
gh

tl
y 

un
de

r 
m

y 
to

uc
h;

 f
or

ev
er

y 
on

e 
I 

pu
sh

ed
, 

a 
cl

ic
k 

ca
m

e 
fr

om
 t

he
 s

ar
co

ph
ag

us
. 

T
he

in
sc

ri
pt

io
ns

 i
nt

er
es

te
d 

m
e 

gr
ea

tl
y,

 p
la

in
ly

 m
es

sa
ge

s 
to

 m
e.

 I
st

ar
te

d 
to

 r
ea

d.
F

ea
r 

na
m

es
. 

N
am

es
 h

av
e 

po
w

er
 i

n 
id

en
tit

y.
 O

th
er

s 
ca

n 
us

e
na

m
es

 a
s 

w
ea

po
ns

. 
N

am
es

 a
re

 a
 h

oo
k 

th
at

 c
an

 b
e 

us
ed

 t
o 

tr
ac

k
yo

u 
ac

ro
ss

 th
e 

pl
an

es
. R

em
ai

n 
na

m
el

es
s,

 a
nd

 y
ou

 s
ha

ll
 b

e 
sa

fe
.

I 
am

 th
e 

N
am

el
es

s 
O

ne
.

N
am

el
es

s 
on

e.
 

A
n 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e 

na
m

e 
fo

r 
m

ys
el

f.
 

T
he

in
sc

ri
pt

io
n,

 a
ll

 t
he

 i
ns

cr
ip

ti
on

s,
 m

us
t 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
w

ri
tt

en
 b

y 
an

ea
rl

ie
r 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n.

 I
 m

ov
ed

 to
 th

e 
ne

xt
 p

an
el

.
S

o
 t

h
ey

 s
ai

d
 —

 Y
o

u
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 d

iv
id

ed
. 

Y
ou

 a
re

 o
n

e 
o

f
m

an
y 

m
en

. 
Y

o
u

 b
ea

r 
m

an
y 

n
a

m
es

, 
an

d
 e

ac
h

 h
as

 l
ef

t 
th

ei
r 

sc
ar

s
o

n
 y

o
u

r 
fle

sh
.

L
O

S
T
 O

N
E
…

 I
M

M
O

R
T

A
L
 O

N
E
…

 I
N

C
A

R
N

A
T

IO
N

'S
 E

N
D

…
 M

A
N

O
F 

A
 

T
H

O
U

S
A

N
D

 
D

E
A

T
H

S…
 

T
H

E
 

O
N

E
 

D
O

O
M

E
D

 
T

O
 

L
IF

E
…

R
E

S
T

L
E

S
S 

O
N

E
…

 O
N

E
 O

F 
M

A
N

Y
…

 T
H

E
 O

N
E
 W

H
O

M
 L

IF
E
 H

O
L

D
S

PR
IS

O
N

E
R
…

 T
H

E
 B

R
IN

G
E

R
 O

F 
S

H
A

D
O

W
S…

 T
H

E
 W

O
U

N
D

E
D

 O
N

E
…

M
IS

E
R

Y
-B

R
IN

G
E

R
…

 Y
E

M
E

T
H
…

I 
gr

o
w

 w
ea

ry
.

T
h

e 
ca

rv
in

gs
 o

n
 t

h
e 

n
ex

t 
p

an
el

 
w

er
e 

cr
u

d
e,

 
al

th
ou

gh
 

it
al

m
o

st
 m

ig
h

t 
h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
h

an
d

 w
h

ic
h

 c
ar

ve
d

 t
h

em
.

T
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
th

in
g 

th
at

 c
an

 b
e 

d
on

e.
 

M
em

o
rie

s 
ar

e 
go

n
e,

p
er

h
ap

s 
n

ev
er

 t
o 

re
tu

rn
. 

W
ith

 e
ve

ry
 d

ea
th

 I
 lo

se
 a

 p
ar

t o
f 

m
e.

H
o

w
 c

an
 o

n
e 

b
e 

im
m

o
rt

al
 a

n
d

 s
til

l d
ie

?
H

e 
to

ld
 m

e 
th

at
 m

y 
m

in
d

 i
s 

w
ea

ke
n

in
g 

w
ith

 e
ve

ry
 d

ea
th

. 
I

as
ke

d
 h

im
 h

o
w

 t
h

is
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e,
 b

u
t 

h
e 

co
u

ld
 n

o
t 

an
sw

er
. 

H
e 

w
a

s
o

f 
n

o
 u

se
. 

I 
bu

tc
h

er
ed

 h
im

 s
o

 t
h

at
 n

o
 o

th
er

 i
n

ca
rn

at
io

n
 w

o
u

ld
ev

er
 b

en
ef

it 
fr

o
m

 h
is

 u
se

le
ss

n
es

s.
A

n
o

th
er

 p
an

el
 t

o
ld

 m
e 

I 
h

ad
 a

n
 e

n
em

y,
 a

p
p

ar
en

tly
 o

n
e 

as
im

m
o

rt
al

 a
s 

m
ys

el
f.

I 
h

av
e 

lo
st

 l
ife

tim
e

s 
b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
m

y 
ki

lle
r.

 I
 c

a
n

n
o

t 
de

ce
iv

e
h

im
, 

so
 I

 m
u

st
 k

ill
 h

im
. 

I 
tr

ie
d

 t
o

 t
hr

o
w

 h
im

 o
ff 

th
e 

sc
en

t.
 I

 l
ef

t
fa

ls
e 

b
o

d
ie

s,
 t

ai
lo

re
d

 in
 s

u
ch

 a
 w

ay
 t

o
 p

l
ac

at
e 

h
im

. 
I 

ro
am

ed
 t

h
e

m
o

st
 o

u
te

r 
p

la
n

es
, 

h
op

in
g 

to
 u

se
 d

is
ta

n
ce

 a
s 

a 
sh

ie
ld

. 
I 

b
u

ilt
 t

h
is

to
m

b
 fi

lle
d

 w
ith

 t
ra

p
s 

to
 t

ry
 a

n
d

 k
ill

 th
e 

ki
lle

r.
 I

 h
id

.
A

ll 
I 

b
o

u
gh

t 
w

as
 t

im
e.

 T
h

e 
at

ta
ck

s 
in

ev
ita

b
ly

 b
eg

in
 a

ga
in

,
w

ith
 m

o
re

 f
u

ry
 t

h
an

 b
ef

o
re

. 
D

ec
ep

tio
n

s 
ar

e 
u

se
le

ss
. 

S
o

m
eh

o
w

,
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T

he T
om

b

the killer alw
ays know

s that I live. A
nd no m

atter w
here on the

p
lan

es I hid
e, h

e fin
d

s m
e…

 even
tu

ally.
T

h
e 

sp
ecu

latio
n

s 
o

n
 

th
e 

n
ext 

p
an

el 
b

efo
re 

m
e 

m
irro

red
th

ou
gh

ts I h
ad

 con
sid

ered
.

I su
sp

ect th
at w

e w
ill co

n
tinu

e to d
ie an

d
 b

e reb
o

rn
 u

n
til w

e
fin

ally get o
u

r life right. I do
 no

t kno
w

 w
h

at w
e h

ave to
 do

 to
b

rin
g th

at ab
ou

t, tho
u

gh
. A

n
d

 th
erein

 lies th
e fru

stratio
n

.
Is 

it 
so

m
e 

so
rt 

o
f 

karm
ic 

cycle? 
A

s 
I 

gath
er, 

so
m

e
in

carn
ation

s h
ave co

m
m

itted
 terrib

le crim
es b

u
t also

 th
ere h

ave
b

een
 a nu

m
b

er o
f in

carn
atio

n
s w

h
ere w

e h
ave lab

o
red

 to
 do

n
o

th
in

g 
b

u
t 

goo
d. 

A
re 

th
ese 

in
carn

ation
s 

in
ten

d
ed 

as
p

u
nish

m
en

t? I d
on

’t kno
w

. A
n

d
 th

at is th
e on

ly real tru
th

 I can
o

ffer in
 th

ese carvin
gs: I d

o
 n

ot kn
o

w
.

A
t w

h
at p

o
int do

es th
e 
I get sep

arated
 fro

m
 th

e 
w

e? A
t w

h
at

p
o

in
t am

 I fre
ed

 o
f th

e sh
ackles o

f th
e actio

n
s o

f th
ese o

th
er

in
carn

ation
s? A

t w
h

at p
o

in
t am

 I allo
w

ed
 to

 b
e 

m
e, w

ith
ou

t th
e

w
eigh

t o
f th

ese p
ast lives?

M
o

vin
g on

, th
e n

ext p
an

el co
m

m
en

ted
 o

n
 th

e im
p

o
rtan

ce o
f

jo
u

rn
als; th

e w
alls I w

as g
azin

g u
p

o
n rep

resen
ted

 a jo
u

rn
al as

w
ell.It is extre

m
ely im

p
o

rtan
t to reco

rd
 yo

u
r jo

u
rn

eys so
 th

at yo
u

m
igh

t learn
 fro

m
 th

e
m

. T
h

e greater n
eed

, h
o

w
ever, is th

at th
e

so
u

rces o
f in

fo
rm

atio
n

 yo
u

 u
se to

 u
n

co
ver this m

ystery n
eed

 to
b

e p
rotected

 w
h

en
 th

ey are fo
u

n
d. If ke

y figu
res, d

o
cu

m
en

ts o
r

o
racles are so

m
eh

o
w

 re
m

o
ved

, eith
er b

y d
eath

 o
r d

estru
ctio

n,
th

en
 yo

u
 w

ill n
ever kn

o
w

 w
h

o
 o

r w
h

at yo
u

 are o
r h

o
w

 yo
u

ca
m

e to
 b

e th
is w

a
y.

T
h

e n
ext p

an
el loo

ked
 like th

e d
irectio

n
s on

 m
y b

ack M
o

rte
read

 to
 m

e in
 th

e M
o

rtu
ary.

I kn
o

w
 yo

u
 feel like yo

u
've b

een
 d

rin
kin

g a fe
w

 kegs o
f

S
tyx 

w
ash

, 
b

u
t 

yo
u

 
n

eed
 

to 
C

E
N

T
E

R 
yo

u
rself. 

A
m

o
n

g 
yo

u
r

p
o

ssessio
n

s is a 
JO

U
R

N
A

L th
at'll sh

ed
 so

m
e ligh

t o
n

 th
e d

ark o
f

th
e m

atter. PH
A

R
O

D
 can

 fill yo
u

 in
 o

n th
e rest o

f th
e ch

an
t, if

h
e’s n

o
t in th

e d
ead

-bo
o

k alread
y.

D
o

n
’t lo

se th
e jo

u
rn

al o
r w

e'll b
e u

p
 th

e S
tyx ag

ain
. A

n
d

w
h

ate
ver yo

u
 d

o
, DO

 
N

O
T tell an

yo
n

e W
H

O
 yo

u
 are o

r W
H

A
T

h
ap

p
en

s to
 yo

u
, o

r th
ey'll p

u
t yo

u
 on

 a q
uick p

ilgrim
a

ge to
 th

e
cre

m
ato

riu
m

. D
o

 w
h

at I tell yo
u

: RE
A

D
 th

e jo
u

rn
al, th

en
 FIN

D

P
h

arod
.

D
o

n
’t tru

st th
e sku

ll.
M

o
rte h

ad
n

’t read
 th

at last lin
e to

 m
e. I read

 th
e last p

an
el in

th
e roo

m
.

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art II
351

p
retty, eh

, M
arta…

? O
n

e sh
ou

ldn
’t sw

allo
w

 su
ch

 a th
in

g, no
,

n
o

…
”“U
h

…
 can

 I h
ave tho

se b
ack, p

lease? I m
igh

t n
eed

 th
em

later.” M
arta…

 R
avel…

 n
o

d
d

ed
 slo

w
ly.

“A
s w

ell h
e sh

o
uld

, sh
ou

ld
n

’t h
e, M

arta? Y
es…

 yes, h
e

sh
o

u
ld

, 
M

arta. 
P

o
w

erfu
l 

m
a

gic 
to

 
b

e 
fo

u
n

d 
th

e 
guts 

o
f 

an
im

m
o

rtal, yes…
 n

o
t like teeth

ies…
 o

r eyes…
” R

avel’s featu
res

sh
ifted

, m
o

ved
, u

n
til I co

uld
 n

o lo
n

ger see M
arta’s face in

 h
ers.

“W
h

y d
id

 yo
u

 h
elp

 m
e, R

avel?”
“I can

n
o

t h
elp

 B
U

T h
elp

 yo
u

, m
y p

recio
u

s m
an

…
 an

d
 th

at
w

ill alw
a

ys b
e tru

e, no
 m

atter h
o

w
 m

an
y R

avels th
ere b

e…
 o

n
th

is, th
ey w

ill agre
e.”

“W
h

at is th
is p

lace?” I asked
, cu

rio
u

s ab
ou

t th
e b

ram
b

led
gard

en
 sh

e h
ad

 created
.

“O
n

ce a m
aze o

f lifeless sto
n

e it w
as, featu

reless, b
u

t a
sm

all b
lack seed

 w
as w

o
u

n
d

 in
 m

y h
air w

h
en

 I ca
m

e to
 th

is
p

lace, 
an

d
 

it 
grew

 
stro

n
g 

a
m

o
n

gst 
th

e 
ston

e, 
flo

u
rishin

g,
flo

u
rish

in
g, 

u
n

til 
it 

ran
 

th
ick 

th
ro

u
gho

u
t 

th
e 

m
aze 

like 
th

e
u

n
ravelin

g 
h

air 
o

f 
a 

cro
n

e…
 

an
d

 
so

 
th

is 
m

aze 
o

f 
an

o
th

er
b

eco
m

es MY
 g

ard
en

.”
“W

h
y w

ere yo
u

 im
p

riso
n

ed
, R

avel?”
“I tried

 to h
elp

 a Lad
y an

d
 a-kin

d
ly sh

e d
id

 no
t take to

 it.”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race b
ro

ke in
 w

ith
 a q

u
estio

n
.

“T
h

e L
ad

y o
f P

ain
? Y

ou
 tried to 

help h
er?”

“M
y o

fferin
g o

f h
elp

 w
as u

n
w

elco
m

e. I tried to
 set h

er
FR

E
E; S

igil is th
e C

A
G

E, a C
ity o

f D
o

o
rs an

d
 Lo

cks, is a p
riso

n
fo

r h
er. It m

u
st b

e, m
u

stn
’t it b

e? W
h

y else call th
e city o

f S
igil

‘th
e C

age?’ A
n

d
 w

h
o

 is caged
? T

h
e L

ad
y! A

 p
riso

n
 so

 sm
all fo

r
o

n
e so great. U

n
ju

stn
ess, w

ro
n

gn
ess, in

tolerab
le to

 to
rm

en
t a

w
o

m
an

 th
u

sly!” M
o

rte ad
d

ed
 h

is o
w

n
 co

m
m

en
t.

“I th
in

k I kno
w

 w
h

o
 sh

o
u

ld
 b

e in a cage…
”

“I tried
 to b

reak th
e C

age, let th
e Lad

y go
 free.” S

h
e m

ad
e a

sh
o

o
in

g 
m

o
tio

n
, 

h
er 

exp
ressio

n 
b

eco
m

in
g 

p
ain

ed
 

as 
sh

e
scattered

 
in

visib
le 

b
ird

s. 
“S

h
oo

, 
sho

o, 
o 

p
ain

ed
 

w
o

m
an

, 
let

S
igil’s rin

g b
e b

ro
ken

 so
 yo

u
 m

igh
t fly far fro

m
 its filth

y streets
an

d
 th

e stup
id

 d
abu

s th
at d

are no
t sp

eak in
 w

o
rd

s fo
r fear th

eir
th

ou
gh

ts w
o

u
ld b

e o
verh

eard
!” R

a
vel’s h

an
d

s slo
w

ly sto
p

p
ed

th
eir ‘sho

o
in

g’ m
o

tio
n

, an
d

 sh
e gave a slo

w
 sigh

.
“B

e
fo

re 
I 

co
u

ld
 

fin
ish

, 
I 

a-fo
u

n
d 

m
yself 

h
ere, 

an
d

 
m

y
m

e
m

o
ries n

o
n

e th
e b

etter fo
r th

e trip
…

 m
u

ch
 h

as slipp
ed

 aw
a

y,
m

u
ch

 fo
rgo

tten
, yes it w

a
s…

 is? W
as?” R

a
vel sm

iled
 w

ith
 h

er
yello

w
ed

 
teeth

. 
“T

h
e 

d
w

in
d

lin
g 

o
f 

m
e

m
o

ry 
h

as 
b

eco
m

e 
a
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0

R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

I

A
fte

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 R

av
el

…
 M

eb
b

et
h

…
 n

o
dd

ed
. 

“T
h

e 
A

rt
 m

a
y

h
el

p
, 

it 
m

a
y 

n
o

t,
 a

n
d 

ye
 m

u
st

 n
o

t 
re

ly
 o

n
 i

t 
ta

 s
o

lv
e 

al
l 

o
’ 

ye
r

p
ro

b
le

m
s.

” 
S

h
e 

si
gh

ed
. 

“C
h

ild
, 

it’
s 

m
o

st
 l

ik
e 

on
ly

 g
o

in
g 

to
 a

d
d

an
o

th
er

 c
h

ip
 t

o
 y

er
 p

ile
 o

’ 
q

u
es

tio
n

s…
” 

S
h

e 
le

an
ed

 i
n

 c
lo

se
.

“B
u

t 
if 

ye
'd

 k
n

o
w

, 
th

en
 li

st
en

…
”

M
eb

b
et

h
…

 
R

av
el

…
 

w
h

is
p

er
ed

 
so

m
et

h
in

g,
 

an
d

 
I 

fe
lt

di
ff

er
en

t, 
ch

an
ge

d
 s

o
m

eh
o

w
. 

S
h

e 
to

ld
 m

e 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
h

o
rr

ib
le

,
so

m
et

h
in

g 
ab

o
u

t 
h

o
w

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
 w

o
rk

ed
, 

b
u

t 
m

y 
m

in
d

 h
ad

 s
hu

t
o

u
t 

h
er

 w
o

rd
s,

 a
nd

 I
 c

ou
ld

 n
o

t 
re

ca
ll 

th
em

. 
Ju

st
 t

h
in

ki
n

g 
ab

o
ut

th
em

 s
et

 m
y 

h
ea

rt
 p

o
u

n
di

n
g…

 R
av

el
 t

o
ld

 m
e 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

I 
w

as
n

o
t 

su
re

 an
yo

ne
 w

as
 e

ve
r 

m
ea

n
t 

to
 k

no
w

. 
S

h
e 

w
as

 w
at

ch
in

g 
m

e,
st

u
d

yi
n

g 
m

e.
“Y

o
u

 w
er

e 
E

i-V
en

e?
 I

n
 t

h
e 

M
o

rt
u

ar
y?

 E
i-V

en
e 

h
el

p
ed

 m
e,

R
av

el
.”

A
lm

o
st

 u
n

co
n

sc
io

u
sl

y,
 R

av
el

’s
 h

an
d

 r
ea

ch
ed

 o
ut

 f
o

r 
m

e,
an

d
 ju

st
 fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 I

 s
w

o
re

 t
h

ey
 w

er
e 

E
i-

V
en

e’
s 

ta
lo

n
s…

R
av

el
’s

 l
e

ft 
h

an
d

 p
lu

ck
ed

 a
 h

ai
r 

fr
o

m
 h

er
 h

ea
d

, 
h

oo
ke

d
 i

t
ar

o
u

nd
 h

er
 t

al
o

n
s,

 a
n

d 
lig

h
tn

in
g-

lik
e,

 s
h

e 
ja

b
b

ed
 a

n
o

th
er

 t
al

on
in

to
 t

h
e 

sk
in

 n
ea

r 
on

e 
o

f 
m

y 
sc

ar
s.

 I
t 

w
as

 b
ar

el
y 

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 a
p

in
-p

ri
ck

, 
bu

t 
it 

lo
o

ke
d

 l
ik

e 
sh

e 
w

as
 a

b
o

u
t 

to
 s

ta
rt

 s
tit

ch
in

g 
m

e
u

p
. 

A
s 

it 
w

as
 

w
ith

 
E

i-V
en

e,
 

th
e 

se
n

sa
tio

n
 

w
as

 
cu

ri
o

u
sl

y
p

ai
n

le
ss

, 
bu

t 
th

e 
th

re
ad

 a
n

d 
st

itc
h

in
g 

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 b
e 

go
in

g 
m

u
ch

d
ee

p
er

, 
al

m
o

st
 IN

S
ID

E
 m

e,
 w

ith
o

u
t 

ac
tu

al
ly

 g
o

in
g 

b
ey

o
n

d
 t

h
e

su
rf

ac
e 

o
f t

h
e 

sk
in

. 
In

 m
o

m
en

ts
, 

R
av

el
’s

 t
al

o
n

s 
d

re
w

 b
ac

k,
 a

n
d

 I
fe

lt…
 

b
et

te
r,

 
st

ro
n

ge
r.

 
R

av
el

 
m

u
tt

er
ed

 
in

 
E

i-
V

en
e’

s 
vo

ic
e,

“D
u

m
 z

o
m

fie
…

”
“Y

o
u

 w
er

e 
th

at
 b

ar
m

y 
se

a
m

st
re

ss
 i

n
 t

h
e 

B
u

ri
ed

 V
ill

ag
e?

M
ar

ta
? 

M
ar

ta
 w

a
s 

b
ar

m
y,

 R
av

el
, 

b
u

t 
sh

e 
w

as
 n

o
t 

un
ki

n
d 

an
d

n
o

t 
u

nh
el

p
fu

l. 
If 

yo
u

 w
er

e 
h

er
, 

th
en

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

 m
e 

n
o

 h
ar

m
. 

I
th

an
k 

yo
u

.”
 A

s 
I 

sa
id

 h
er

 n
am

e,
 R

av
el

’s
 f

ac
e 

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 
sh

if
t…

h
er

 b
lu

e 
sk

in
 s

ag
ge

d
, 

u
n

til
 s

h
e 

w
as

 w
ea

ri
n

g 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

so
u

r,
 c

u
rd

-
fa

ce
d

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n

 I 
sa

w
 o

n
 M

ar
ta

’s
 fa

ce
.

“C
’m

o
n

, 
no

w
…

 
d

o
n

’t 
b

e 
al

l-d
iff

ic
u

lt 
o

n
 

M
ar

ta
…

” 
S

h
e

ra
is

ed
 t

h
e 

ta
lo

n
 o

f 
h

er
 i

n
d

ex
 f

in
ge

r 
lik

e 
a 

sc
al

p
el

 a
n

d
 a

d
va

n
ce

d
u

p
on

 m
e.

 “
F

al
se

, 
n

as
ty

, 
co

rp
se

.”
 R

av
el

’s
 f

ilt
h

y 
ta

lo
n

 ja
bb

ed
 in

to
m

y 
ab

d
o

m
en

, 
th

en
 p

u
lle

d
 i

t 
b

ru
ta

lly
 d

o
w

n
w

ar
d

s 
in

 a
 s

aw
-l

ik
e

m
o

tio
n

…
 b

u
t 

th
er

e 
w

as
 n

o
 p

ai
n

. 
I 

w
at

ch
ed

 a
s 

m
y 

sk
in

 p
ee

le
d

sl
o

w
ly

 b
ac

k 
fr

o
m

 h
er

 t
o

u
ch

 —
 n

o
 b

lo
o

d
 is

su
ed

 fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

w
o

u
n

d
.

“L
o

o
k 

at
 t

h
is

, 
M

ar
ta

…
 lo

o
k 

at
 th

is
…

”
R

av
el

’s
 f

re
e 

h
an

d
 d

u
g 

in
to

 m
y 

ch
es

t,
 w

h
er

e 
sh

e 
lo

o
p

ed
 m

y
in

te
st

in
es

 u
p

 li
ke

 y
ar

n
, 

an
d

 
pl

uc
ke

d 
th

em
 f

ro
m

 m
y 

st
o

m
ac

h
…

 a
s

sh
e 

d
id

, 
m

y 
st

o
m

ac
h

 s
ea

le
d

 u
p

, 
as

 if
 t

im
e 

w
a

s 
go

in
g 

b
ac

kw
ar

d
s.

M
ar

ta
…

 R
av

el
…

 h
el

d
 u

p
 m

y 
in

te
st

in
es

 l
ik

e 
a 

tr
o

ph
y.

 “
P

re
tt

y,

T
he

 T
om

b
10

3

W
ha

t 
li

tt
le

 l
if

e 
th

er
e 

is
 i

n 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 i
s 

dr
ai

ni
ng

 o
ut

 t
hi

s 
ho

le
in

 m
y 

bo
dy

. 
T

he
 w

or
ld

 c
an

 b
ur

n,
 t

he
 p

la
ne

s 
ca

n 
bu

rn
, 

ju
st

 g
iv

e
m

e 
li

fe
! 

I 
w

il
l 

de
st

ro
y 

th
is

 l
if

e 
so

 b
ad

ly
, 

br
ea

k 
it

, 
sm

as
h 

it
, 

an
d

st
ai

n 
it

 i
n 

bl
oo

d 
an

d 
fe

ce
s,

 s
o 

yo
u 

ca
nn

ot
 l

iv
e 

it
 e

it
he

r!
 L

et
 a

ll
cr

ea
ti

on
 b

ur
n 

fo
r 

I 
ca

nn
ot

 d
ie

!
P

us
hi

ng
 t

he
 p

an
el

s 
ha

d 
un

lo
ck

ed
 t

he
 s

ar
co

ph
ag

us
 a

t 
th

e
ce

nt
er

 o
f 

th
e 

ro
om

, 
w

hi
ch

 c
on

ta
in

ed
 o

nl
y 

an
ot

he
r 

ke
y.

 H
av

in
g

go
tt

en
 f

ou
r 

ke
ys

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 f

ou
r 

sa
rc

op
ha

gi
 I

 h
ad

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
ed

, 
I

fo
un

d 
m

ys
el

f 
in

 y
et

 a
no

th
er

 c
ha

m
be

r.
 A

 p
or

ta
l 

op
en

ed
 i

n 
on

e
co

rn
er

. 
E

nt
er

in
g 

it,
 I

 a
pp

ea
re

d 
ou

ts
id

e 
th

e 
to

m
b.

 I
 m

ot
io

ne
d

M
or

te
 to

 o
ne

 s
id

e,
 to

 ta
lk

 to
 h

im
. H

e 
fl

oa
te

d 
ov

er
 to

 m
e.

“W
h

at
’s

 e
at

in
g 

yo
u

, 
ch

ie
f?

”
I 

as
ke

d
 h

im
 t

o
 r

ea
d

 t
h

e 
in

sc
rip

tio
n

 o
n 

m
y 

b
ac

k 
ag

ai
n

. 
H

e
h

es
ita

te
d

, 
bu

t 
I 

in
si

st
ed

 I
 w

an
te

d
 t

o
 h

ea
r 

al
l 

o
f 

it 
th

is
 t

im
e.

 H
e

ra
tt

le
d

 o
ff 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
sh

o
rt

en
ed

 v
er

si
o

n
 a

s 
in

 t
h

e 
M

o
rt

u
ar

y.
 I

as
ke

d
 h

im
 t

o
 c

o
n

tin
u

e.
“G

o
 o

n
. 

W
h

at
 d

o
es

 it
 s

ay
 a

fte
r 

th
at

?”
“W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 t

al
ki

n
g 

ab
o

u
t, 

ch
ie

f?
 T

h
er

e 
is

n
’t 

an
y 

m
o

re
.”

“W
h

at
 a

b
o

u
t,

 ‘D
o

n
’t 

tr
u

st
 t

h
e 

sk
u

ll?
’ ”

“O
h

…
 t

ha
t 

bi
t 

at
 t

h
e 

en
d

? 
W

el
l, 

I 
fig

u
re

d
 i

t 
w

as
 w

a
sh

, 
so

 I
d

id
n

’t 
re

ad
 th

at
 li

n
e 

ou
t 

lo
ud

.”
“O

h
, 

re
al

ly
? 

A
n

d
 w

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 t

h
in

k 
it 

m
ea

n
s?

 D
o

 y
o

u
 t

h
in

k
it 

re
fe

rs
 t

o
 yo

u?
”

“I
 d

o
ub

t i
t.

 I
 m

ea
n

, 
yo

u
 c

an
 t

ru
st

 
m

e,
 r

ig
h

t,
 c

hi
ef

?”
“A

re
 y

o
u

 ly
in

g 
to

 m
e,

 M
o

rt
e?

”
“N

o
! 

C
’m

o
n

, 
w

h
at

’s
 y

o
u

r 
p

ro
b

le
m

, 
ch

ie
f?

 I
 h

av
en

’t 
st

ee
re

d
yo

u
 w

ro
n

g 
ye

t.
”

“Y
et

. 
I 

do
n

’t 
lik

e 
th

e 
fa

ct
 y

o
u

 d
id

n
’t 

re
ad

 m
e 

th
at

 l
in

e,
 a

nd
I'd

 l
ik

e 
to

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

at
 el

se
 y

o
u

'v
e 

n
eg

le
ct

ed
 t

o
 m

en
tio

n
 s

in
ce

w
e

'v
e 

b
ee

n
 t

ra
ve

lin
g 

to
ge

th
er

.”
 M

o
rt

e 
st

ill
 m

ai
n

ta
in

ed
 h

is
 u

su
al

,
ca

su
al

 m
an

n
er

.
“N

o
th

in
g!

 
I'v

e 
to

ld
 

yo
u

 
ev

er
yt

h
in

g…
 

w
el

l, 
A

L
M

O
S

T

ev
er

yt
h

in
g,

 b
u

t n
o

th
in

g,
 y

o
u

 k
no

w
, 

da
ng

er
ou

s.
”

“I
f t

h
er

e’
s 

A
N

Y
T

H
IN

G
 e

ls
e,

 I
 s

u
gg

es
t 

yo
u

 t
el

l m
e 

n
o

w
.”

“C
h

ie
f, 

se
rio

u
sl

y,
 t

h
er

e’
s 

n
o

th
in

g 
el

se
. 

I 
w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
h

o
ld

 o
u

t
o

n
 y

o
u

.”
T

h
at

 w
as

 t
h

e 
la

st
 I

 c
o

u
ld

 g
et

 h
im

 t
o

 s
ay

 o
n

 t
h

e 
m

at
te

r.
 I

 w
as

su
re

 h
e 

w
as

 ly
in

g,
 b

u
t 

I 
w

as
n

’t 
su

re
 w

h
y.
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P

harod

P
H

A
R

O
D

W
e retraced our path, headed back to the B

uried V
illage. O

n the
w

ay I stopped to talk to G
lyve. T

he w
ater from

 the enchanted
flask w

e had found dissipated the dirty taint the ditch w
ater had

left, and it succeeded in freeing G
lyve from

 his stony prison.
B

efore he faded entirely, he told m
e to seek out a w

om
an called

N
e

m
elle in

 S
igil’s C

lerk’s W
ard

 fo
r th

e co
m

m
an

d
 w

o
rd

 n
eed

ed
to

 un
lo

ck all o
f th

e flask’s p
o

w
ers.

B
ack at th

e B
u

ried
 V

illage I d
ecid

ed
 to rest fo

r th
e n

igh
t,

seein
g P

h
aro

d
 o

nly w
h

en
 fresh

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g 

m
o

rn
in

g. O
n

e
m

o
re n

igh
t w

aitin
g fo

r h
is p

recio
u

s sph
ere w

o
u

ldn
’t h

u
rt h

im
after all th

is tim
e.

T
h

e n
ext d

a
y w

e en
tered

 h
is h

all.
“A

h
, co

rp
se…

” P
h

aro
d

 tu
rn

ed
 as I app

ro
ach

ed
, his cru

tch
clacking o

n
 th

e cob
b

les o
f th

e C
o

urt. H
e licked

 his lip
s an

d
sm

iled
 exp

ectan
tly. “H

ave yo
u

 b
ro

u
gh

t m
e w

h
at I asked

 fo
r?”

“T
h

e b
ro

n
ze sp

h
ere? H

ere it is.” P
h

arod
’s eye

s glea
m

ed
 as I

h
an

d
ed h

im
 th

e b
ro

n
ze sph

ere —
 h

e to
u

ch
ed

 it gin
gerly, alm

o
st

reveren
tly.

“Y
o

u
…

” H
e ch

u
ckled

. “A
h

, co
rp

se, su
ch

 a gam
b

le 
yo

u
w

ere, an
d

 p
aid

 o
ff h

an
d

so
m

ely, yo
u

 h
ave…

” P
h

aro
d stu

died
 h

is
refle

ctio
n

 in
 th

e sp
h

ere and
 

tske
d

. “T
he years have been cruel to

m
e, I see…

”
“I d

id
 w

h
at yo

u
 asked

, P
h

arod
. N

o
w

 I w
an

t so
m

e an
sw

ers.”
P

h
arod

 d
id

n
’t even

 loo
k at m

e as I sp
o

ke…
 h

is atten
tion

 w
as

sw
allo

w
ed

 b
y th

e sp
h

ere h
e h

eld
.

“Y
es, yes, ask yo

u
r q

u
estion

s…
” P

h
aro

d
 tu

rn
ed

 th
e sp

h
ere

in
 his h

and
s. “V

ery im
p

o
rtan

t, yo
u

r qu
estion

s…
”

“W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 ab

o
u

t m
e? W

h
y w

as I to
ld

 to
 seek yo

u
o

u
t?” P

h
aro

d stud
ied

 m
e w

ith
 a critical e

ye.
“S

ta
y yo

u
r w

eap
o

n
s fo

r w
h

at I'm
 ab

o
u

t to
 say, co

rp
se, fo

r it
co

u
ld b

e yo
u

r ears'll take o
ffen

se…
” P

h
aro

d
 sm

iled
 w

icked
ly.

“M
y 

ears 
n

o
 

lon
ger 

care, 
b

u
t 

yo
u

rs 
are 

still 
fresh

 
fo

r 
th

e
b

u
rn

in
g, 

it 
seem

s.” 
I 

d
id

 
n

o
t 

care 
ab

o
u

t 
P

h
aro

d
, 

on
ly 

th
e

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 h

e h
eld.

“Y
o

u
 h

ave m
y w

o
rd

 th
at I'll stay m

y h
an

d
, P

h
arod

. B
u

t I
n

eed
 to kn

o
w

 w
h

at yo
u

 kn
o

w
.”

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art II
349

“A
n

d
 yo

u
 b

it m
e, so

 lo
n

g ago
, ‘tw

as n
o

t a kiss th
en

, b
u

t a
b

ite to th
e h

eart…
” R

avel sm
iled

. “D
o

 n
ot b

e su
rp

rised, m
y

p
recio

u
s m

an
. T

h
ere is n

o
 h

arm
 d

o
n

e…
 excep

t, m
a

yh
ap

, to
 th

e
o

n
es yo

u
 travel w

ith
.” S

h
e ch

u
ckled

 lightly, an
d

 I sud
d

enly
b

eca
m

e 
a

w
are 

o
f 

G
race’s 

an
d

 
A

n
n

ah
’s 

gaze 
u

p
o

n
 

m
e;

o
u

tw
ard

ly, G
race see

m
ed

 co
m

p
o

sed
, b

u
t I h

ad
 a stran

ge feelin
g

so
m

eth
in

g h
ad

 changed b
etw

een
 th

e tw
o

 o
f u

s. A
n

n
ah

’s eyes
h

ad
 n

arro
w

ed
 to

 slits and
 h

er tail w
as flickin

g d
an

gero
u

sly b
ack

an
d

 fo
rth

.
“R

esu
m

e yo
u

r n
o

rm
al sh

ap
e, R

avel.” S
h

e flo
w

ed
 b

ack in
to

th
e fo

rm
 o

f th
e h

id
eo

u
s n

igh
t h

ag.
“A

 d
ifficu

lt m
an

 to
 p

lease are yo
u

! P
ah

! A
n

d
 w

o
n

d
er do

th
ey w

h
y th

ere are n
o

 m
ales o

f o
u

r kin
d

!”
“W

h
at o

th
er sh

ap
es can

 yo
u

…
 

have yo
u

 tu
rn

ed
 yo

u
rself

in
to

?”
“M

a
yb

e so
m

e, M
eb

b
eth

 n
on

e.” R
avel see

m
ed

 co
n

fu
sed

 b
y

th
e qu

estio
n. “I've n

o
t a-m

e
m

b
ered

 su
ch

, I've n
een

, I-ven
e, E

i-
V

en
e, m

a
yh

ap
? N

eith
er sm

arta n
o

r M
arta…

 so
 m

an
y th

read
s

an
d

 
b

ran
ch

in
gs, 

so
 

m
an

y 
R

avels…
 

alw
a

ys 
stitch

in
g 

an
d

m
en

d
in

g an
d gro

w
in

g are m
y fo

rm
s.”

“M
eb

b
eth

? Y
ou

 w
ere M

eb
b

eth
?”

“T
h

at 
m

a
y 

h
a

ve 
b

een
 

o
n

e 
o

f 
m

y 
n

a
m

e
s…

 
yes?” 

R
avel

lo
o

ked
 m

o
re co

n
fu

sed
, h

er b
lack-vein

ed
 eyes b

eco
m

in
g m

isty.
“N

a
m

e
s are difficult to

 rem
e

m
b

er…
” H

er vo
ice b

eca
m

e fain
t.

“Like callin
g acro

ss a gre
at d

istan
ce…

”
“M

eb
b

eth
 

w
as 

kin
d

 
to 

m
e 

an
d

 
h

elp
ed 

m
e, 

R
avel. 

T
h

at
m

ean
s Y

O
U

 h
elp

ed
 m

e. I th
an

k yo
u

.” A
s I m

en
tio

n
ed

 M
eb

b
eth,

all th
e co

lo
r seem

ed
 to

 b
leed

 o
u

t o
f R

avel’s face u
n

til sh
e w

as
gra

y an
d

 ash
en

 —
 literally. It w

as like th
e co

lo
r ju

st…
 van

ish
ed

.
“A

n
d

 w
h

o
 m

igh
t ye b

e, h
m

m
m

n
n

n
? D

o
es yer p

ath
 b

rin
g

yo
u

 b
ack to

 O
l’ M

ebb
eth

’s d
oo

r, ch
ild

…
?” I ech

o
ed

 th
e rep

ly I
h

ad
 given

 to
 o

ld
 M

ebb
eth

, on
ly a fe

w
 d

a
ys a

go
.

“Y
es, it d

o
es…

 M
ebb

eth
…

 I, u
h

, cam
e to

 learn
 m

o
re o

f th
e

A
rt. C

an
 yo

u
 teach

 m
e an

y m
o

re?”
“P

ah
! I am

 b
u

t a m
id

w
ife, ch

ild
, su

ch po
w

er as th
e A

rt
co

m
m

an
d

s is m
u

ch
 b

eyo
n

d
 m

e…
”

“I…
 d

o
n

’t th
in

k so. I th
in

k yo
u

 m
a

y h
ave m

o
re to

 t
each

 m
e

th
an

 yo
u

 m
a

y re
alize. M

u
ch

 m
o

re.”
T

h
en

 ca
m

e th
e q

u
estion

 like an
 echo

: “Y
e w

an
t to

 learn
 th

e
A

rt, ye d
o

? W
hy d

o
 ye w

an
t to

 learn
 su

ch
 th

in
gs?”

E
ch

o
: “B

ecau
se I m

a
y n

eed
 it to

 so
lve th

e m
ystery o

f w
h

o
 I

a
m

.”



34
8

R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

I

“B
u

t 
w

ha
t 

ar
e 

yo
u

? 
S

o
m

e 
h

av
e 

ca
lle

d
 y

o
u

 a
re

 a
 ‘n

ig
h

t 
h

ag
,’

w
h

at
e

ve
r 

th
at

 is
.”

“N
ig

h
t 

h
ag

…
?”

 R
av

el
 g

a
ve

 a
 g

h
as

tly
 s

m
ile

, 
h

er
 y

el
lo

w
ed

te
et

h
 li

ke
 n

ee
d

le
s.

 “
I 

am
 b

u
t 

a w
om

an
 w

h
o

 h
as

 s
o

re
ly

…
 s

o
ar

ly
?

S
o

ar
ly

 
m

is
se

d
 

h
er

 
b

el
o

ve
d

 
cr

ea
tio

n
. 

S
o

m
e 

h
av

e 
n

a
m

ed
 

m
e

cr
o

n
e,

 g
ra

y 
la

d
y,

 Y
a

ga
 s

is
te

r,
 n

ig
h

t 
h

ag
 —

 b
u

t 
M

Y
SE

L
F 

is
 m

y
n

am
e,

 R
a

ve
l, 

R
av

el
 w

h
o

 p
u

zz
le

s 
w

el
l, 

p
ro

vi
d

in
g 

co
n

un
d

ru
m

s 
to

d
ec

ip
h

er
 a

nd
 la

yi
n

g 
im

p
o

ss
ib

ili
tie

s 
lo

w
.”

“M
A

N
Y

 t
h

in
gs

 a
re

 s
ai

d
 a

b
ou

t 
w

e 
gr

a
y 

la
d

ie
s.

 A
 r

ac
e 

ar
e 

w
e

‘n
ig

h
t 

h
ag

s,
’ 

b
u

t 
an

 in
di

vi
du

al
 a

m
 I

. 
S

o
m

e 
ca

ll 
u

s 
ev

il 
o

f 
O

ld
,

st
al

ke
rs

 o
f 

m
o

rt
al

 d
re

a
m

s,
 t

h
e 

ki
n

d
ly

 o
n

es
, 

u
gl

y,
 h

id
eo

u
s 

th
in

gs
w

h
o

se
 h

o
m

es
 l

ie
 i

n
 t

h
e 

d
ar

k 
p

la
ce

s 
o

f 
m

en
’s

 m
in

d
s.

” 
R

av
el

’s
e

ye
s 

n
ar

ro
w

ed
 t

o
 r

ed
d

is
h

 s
p

ar
ks

. 
“B

u
t 

th
at

 m
ea

n
s 

N
O

T
H

IN
G

 t
o

m
e…

 w
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 o

n
e 

su
ch

 a
s Y
O

U
 c

al
l 

o
n

e 
su

ch
 a

s 
I,

 p
re

tt
y

th
in

g?
” 

M
y 

an
sw

er
 w

as
 f

la
tt

er
in

g,
 b

u
t 

no
t 

w
ith

o
u

t 
tr

u
th

 f
o

r 
al

l
th

at
. “I
 f

in
d

 y
o

u
 b

ea
u

tif
u

l, 
R

av
el

. 
N

o
t 

pe
rh

ap
s 

to
 t

h
e 

ey
e,

 b
u

t
yo

u
r 

m
in

d
 s

ee
m

s 
sh

ar
p

 a
n

d
 v

ib
ra

n
t.

”
“T

ch
h

h
! 

D
o

 y
o

u
 t

hi
n

k 
I 

ca
re

 f
o

r 
su

ch
 t

ru
th

s?
! 

A
 h

ex
 o

n
in

n
er

 b
ea

u
ty

, 
n

o
 m

at
te

r 
h

o
w

 l
o

n
g 

it 
m

a
y 

la
st

 t
h

e 
fle

sh
. 

T
h

in
k

yo
u

 u
gl

y 
a

m
 I

…
?”

“R
av

el
, 

yo
u

 a
re

 no
t u

gl
y…

”
“Y

et
 u

gl
y 

I 
n

ee
d

 no
t 

b
e,

 p
re

tt
y 

th
in

g.
 M

y 
sh

ap
e 

is
 b

u
t 

w
at

er
to

 m
y 

w
ill

, 
an

d
 I

 m
a

y 
re

-w
e

av
e 

its
 f

ib
er

s 
to

 a
 m

o
re

 p
le

as
in

g
ta

p
es

tr
y…

” 
R

av
el

 g
la

n
ce

d
 a

t 
F

al
l-f

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, 

th
en

 s
m

ile
d

 a
n

d
lic

ke
d

 h
er

 li
p

s.
 “

Y
es

…
”

R
av

el
 h

ad
…

 m
el

te
d

 i
n

to
 F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, 

ta
ki

n
g 

o
n

 h
er

d
em

e
an

o
r,

 
h

er
 

fe
at

u
re

s,
 

h
er

 
cl

o
th

es
…

 
“I

s 
th

is
 

sh
ap

e 
m

o
re

p
le

as
in

g?
” 

R
av

el
 s

m
ile

d
, 

h
er

 t
ee

th
 n

o
w

 a
 b

ri
lli

an
t, 

p
er

fe
ct

 w
h

ite
,

th
e 

lip
s 

w
ith

 j
u

st
 a

 hi
nt

 o
f 

re
d

. 
“S

o 
cu

ltu
re

d 
an

d
 b

re
at

h
ta

ki
n

g?
”

S
h

e 
m

o
tio

n
ed

 m
e 

to
 c

o
m

e 
cl

o
se

r.
 “

C
o

m
e,

 m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

m
an

, 
m

y
lip

s 
do

 n
o

t 
bu

rn
 w

ith
 A

b
ys

sa
l 

to
rm

en
ts

. 
La

y 
yo

u
r 

lip
s 

u
po

n
m

in
e.

” 
I 

lo
o

ke
d

 
ar

o
un

d 
m

e,
 

at
 

m
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s,
 

bu
t 

I 
w

as
co

m
m

itt
ed

. 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 d
o

 m
u

ch
 m

o
re

 in
 o

rd
er

 t
o 

re
ve

al
 t

h
e 

se
cr

et
s

lo
ck

ed
 in

 R
av

el
’s

 m
in

d
.

I 
to

u
ch

ed
 m

y 
lip

s 
to

 R
av

el
's

. 
D

es
p

ite
 h

er
 n

ew
 f

o
rm

, 
h

er
 li

p
s

w
er

e 
d

ry
, 

lik
e 

sa
n

d
, 

an
d

 a
s 

m
y 

lip
s 

to
u

ch
ed

, 
I 

fe
lt 

a 
sh

ar
p

 p
in

-
p

ric
k,

 l
ik

e 
ki

ss
in

g 
a 

ro
w

 o
f 

b
ar

b
ed

 s
ee

d
s.

 I
 d

re
w

 b
ac

k,
 l

ic
ki

n
g

th
e 

b
lo

od
 f

ro
m

 m
y 

lip
s.

 R
av

el
 m

irr
o

re
d

 m
y 

ge
st

u
re

, 
m

ad
e 

e
ve

n
m

o
re

 h
o

rr
ify

in
g 

in
 h

er
 n

ew
 f

o
rm

. 
A

 d
ro

p
 o

f 
m

y 
b

lo
o

d
 r

em
ai

n
ed

o
n

 th
e 

ed
ge

 o
f h

er
 m

o
u

th
, a

n
d 

sh
e 

sm
ile

d
 e

vi
lly

.
“Y

o
u

…
 b

it 
m

e.
”

P
ha

ro
d

10
5

“T
h

e 
tr

u
th

…
” 

P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 t
o

n
e 

so
fte

n
ed

, 
as

 i
f 

ca
jo

lin
g.

 “
T

h
e

tr
u

th
 w

as
 s

tr
et

ch
ed

 a
 b

it 
fr

o
m

 m
y 

m
in

d
 t

o
 m

y 
to

n
gu

e 
w

h
en

 w
e

fir
st

 s
p

o
ke

, 
co

rp
se

 —
 i

n 
al

l 
te

rr
ib

le
 h

o
n

es
ty

, 
I 

kn
o

w
 l

itt
le

 a
b

ou
t

yo
u

.”
 

H
e 

ra
is

ed
 

a 
w

ith
er

ed
 

fin
ge

r.
 

“Y
et

, 
h

ea
r 

m
e 

o
u

t…
” 

I
im

p
at

ie
n

tly
 m

o
tio

n
ed

 h
im

 t
o

 g
o

 a
h

ea
d.

“Y
o

u
’re

 a
 c

u
tt

er
 w

h
o

 p
la

ys
 a

t 
b

ei
n

g 
d

ea
d

, 
as

 I
 s

ee
.”

 P
h

ar
od

sq
u

in
te

d
 a

t 
m

e.
 “

S
o

m
e 

tim
e 

a
go

, 
yo

u
 c

a
m

e 
to

 m
e,

 l
ik

e 
yo

u
 a

re
n

o
w

, 
b

u
t 

no
t,

 ju
st

 s
tr

o
lle

d 
ri

gh
t 

in
to

 I
ll-

W
in

d 
C

ou
rt

 a
nd

 s
ai

d
 y

o
u

w
an

te
d

 a
n

 ‘
au

d
ie

n
ce

’ 
w

ith
 m

e.
” 

A
ft

er
 p

au
si

n
g 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 h
e

co
n

tin
u

ed
. 

“A
ye

, 
an

 
‘a

u
d

ie
n

ce
.’ 

“ 
P

h
ar

od
 

ch
u

ck
le

d
, 

lik
e

w
h

is
p

er
in

g 
sa

n
d

. 
“L

ik
e 

I 
w

as
 r

o
ya

lty
…

” 
H

e 
se

e
m

ed
 a

m
u

se
d

,
b

u
t 

th
er

e 
w

as
 a

n
 e

d
ge

 i
n

 h
is

 v
o

ic
e.

 “
Y

ou
 k

n
ew

 t
h

e 
rig

h
t 

th
in

gs
to

 s
ay

, 
yo

u
 d

id
, 

oh
 y

es
. 

Y
o

u
 s

p
o

ke
 t

h
e 

ch
an

t 
lik

e 
a 

G
u

vn
er

, 
b

o
rn

an
d

 t
ru

e.
 A

n
d

 I
 li

st
en

ed
.”

“B
u

t 
yo

u
 w

er
e 

ro
ya

lty
…

 a
t 

le
as

t 
a 

m
an

 o
f 

p
o

si
tio

n
, 

o
n

ce
,

w
er

e 
yo

u
 n

o
t?

” 
I i

n
te

rje
ct

ed
.

“O
n

ce
.”

 P
h

ar
o

d
 h

is
se

d
. 

“O
nc

e.
 T

itl
es

, 
o

n
ly

 w
o

rd
s,

 N
O

T
H

IN
G

in
 t

h
e 

en
d

…
” 

H
e 

la
p

se
d 

in
to

 s
ile

n
ce

, 
th

en
 

ts
ke

d
. 

“K
ne

w
 t

ha
t,

to
o

, 
m

y 
h

is
to

ry
, 

I 
th

in
k 

yo
u

 d
id

…
” 

P
h

ar
od

 g
av

e 
a 

m
o

ck
 b

o
w

,
h

is
 c

ru
tc

h 
cr

ea
ki

n
g 

as
 h

e 
le

an
ed

 a
ga

in
st

 i
t.

 “
 ‘

O
h,

 P
h

ar
o

d,
 g

re
at

C
o

lle
ct

o
r 

K
in

g,
’ y

o
u

 s
ai

d
. 

‘I 
h

av
e 

co
m

e 
b

e
fo

re
 y

o
u

 t
o

 r
eq

u
es

t 
a

b
o

on
.’ 

‘A
 b

o
on

?’
 I

 s
ai

d
. 

‘W
h

at
 c

o
u

ld
 I

 o
ffe

r 
a 

m
an

 o
f 

su
ch

o
b

vi
ou

s 
st

re
n

gt
h

?’
 “

 P
h

ar
od

 w
ag

ge
d

 h
is

 c
ro

o
ke

d
 fi

n
ge

r.
“A

n
d

 
yo

u
 

as
ke

d
 

fo
r 

a 
st

ra
n

ge
 

th
in

g:
 

Y
o

u 
sa

ys
, 

‘L
o

rd
P

h
ar

od
, 

I 
as

k 
fo

r co
ur

te
sy

. Y
ou

r 
C

o
lle

ct
o

rs
 r

o
am

 t
h

ro
u

gh
ou

t 
th

e
H

iv
e.

 I
f t

h
e

y 
sh

o
u

ld
 fi

n
d 

m
y 

b
o

d
y,

 I
 w

an
t 

it 
ke

p
t 

sa
fe

. 
T

h
at

 is
 a

ll
I 

as
k.

’ “
 P

h
ar

o
d 

sh
ru

gg
ed

. 
“A

 s
im

p
le

 b
oo

n
.”

I 
su

dd
en

ly
 f

ee
l 

a 
p

ri
ck

lin
g 

in
 m

y 
sk

u
ll 

as
 P

h
ar

od
 s

po
ke

 t
h

e
w

o
rd

 ‘b
oo

n
’ a

n
d

 t
h

e 
sm

el
l o

f 
b

lo
od

 a
nd

 f
ea

r 
ru

sh
ed

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 m

y
n

o
st

ri
ls

…
 

P
h

ar
od

 
w

as
 

h
id

in
g 

so
m

et
h

in
g,

 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
th

at
h

ap
p

en
ed

 i
n

 t
h

e 
p

as
t,

 i
n

vo
lv

in
g 

m
e 

—
 a

n
d

 i
t 

sc
ar

ed
 h

im
. 

T
h

e
b

o
on

 h
e 

gr
an

te
d

 m
e 

w
as

 n
o

 s
im

p
le

 m
at

te
r.

“S
o

 y
o

u
 g

ra
n

te
d

 m
y 

b
o

o
n

 j
u

st
 l

ik
e 

th
at

? 
T

h
er

e’
s 

n
o

th
in

g 
to

b
e 

ga
in

ed
 f

ro
m

 i
t,

 f
o

r 
yo

u
. 

W
h

y 
d

id
 y

o
u

 e
ve

n
 a

gr
ee

 t
o

 d
o

 i
t?

”
P

h
ar

od
 fe

ll 
si

le
n

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
“A

 d
ea

d
 m

an
 c

an
 k

ee
p

 n
o

 p
ro

m
is

es
, 

an
d

 p
ro

m
is

es
 t

o
 a

 d
ea

d
m

an
 a

re
 e

as
y 

en
o

u
gh

 t
o

 m
ak

e,
 c

o
rp

se
.”

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 t

el
l 

h
e 

w
as

p
re

va
ric

at
in

g.
“Y

o
u

’re
 a

 m
er

ch
an

t,
 P

h
ar

o
d,

 n
o

t 
a 

S
am

ar
ita

n
. 

T
h

er
e 

m
u

st
h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 a

n
o

th
er

 r
ea

so
n

…
”

“A
ye

…
” 

P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 f
ac

e 
su
d

d
en

ly
 p

ee
le

d
 b

ac
k 

in
 f

u
ry

, 
h

is
sk

in
 fl

u
sh

in
g 

re
d

. 
“A

fte
r 

yo
u

'd
 s

tr
u

n
g 

u
p 

a 
sc

o
re

 o
f m

y 
b

lo
o

d
 o

n
th

e 
H

iv
e 

w
al

ls
 t

’ D
IE

, 
I 

h
ad

 en
ou

gh
 r

ea
so

n
 t

o
 p

ro
m

is
e 

yo
u

 t
h

e
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P

harod

P
L

A
N

E
S them

selves. T
hen your butchering self com

es to m
y

H
O

M
E, m

y K
IP, to D

E
M

A
N

D
 a ‘b

o
o

n’ o
f m

e…
” P

h
arod

 calm
ed

h
im

self, th
o

u
gh

 h
is face w

as still flu
sh

ed
. “A

ye, I agreed
…

”
I tried

 to
 tell m

yself th
at th

is o
th

er in
carn

ation
 w

as an
o

th
er

p
erso

n
, no

 relation
 to

 m
e at all. B

u
t I still felt sh

am
e at th

is
o

th
er’s action

s.
“I'm

 
so

rry 
ab

o
u

t 
yo

u
r 

p
eop

le, 
P

h
arod

, 
fo

r 
w

h
at 

th
at’s

w
o

rth
.” P

h
arod

 tsked.
“N

o
 

m
atter, 

th
e

m
 

b
o

d
ies 

served
 

m
e 

w
ell 

en
o

u
gh

. 
T

h
e

D
u

sties p
ay th

e sa
m

e fo
r fresh

 d
ead

ers as fo
r o

ld
…

”
“W

a
s th

at th
e o

n
ly reaso

n
 yo

u
 agreed

 to
 m

y req
u

est?”
“Y

o
u

 kn
ew

 th
in

gs ab
ou

t m
e…

 th
in

gs on
ly I kn

e
w

. Y
o

u
kn

ew
 I w

a
s greed

y fo
r so

m
eth

in
’ b

en
eath

 S
igil, an

d yo
u

 p
ut a

n
am

e an
d

 p
ictu

re to it: th
e b

ron
ze sp

h
ere, yo

u
 said

. I d
id

n
’t

th
in

k yo
u

 w
o

u
ld fetch

 it fo
r m

e…
” H

e ch
u

ckled
. “Y

et d
id

 yo
u

?
A

ye. T
h

e P
lan

es tu
rn

 in
 stran

ge w
a

ys…
”

“A
n

d
 th

at’s all yo
u

 kno
w

?”
“A

ll I kn
o

w
? N

a
y…

 b
u

t it’s all I kno
w

 ab
o

u
t yo

u
, co

rp
se.”

P
h

arod
 rep

lied
.

“F
in

e. N
ext q

u
estio

n
…

 w
h

at d
id

 yo
u

 take o
ff m

y b
o

d
y a

fter
I d

ied
?”

“I?” P
h

arod
 licked

 h
is lip

s. “W
h

y, I to
o

k no
th

in
g, co

rp
se.”

H
is fa

ce sp
lit in

 a grin
. “T

h
en

, I w
asn

’t th
e o

n
e th

at fo
un

d
 yo

u
r

b
o

d
y…

”
“W

h
o

 d
id

?” P
h

aro
d’s sm

ile w
id

en
ed

, pu
llin

g th
e p

asty fo
ld

s
o

f fle
sh

 b
ack fro

m
 h

is fa
ce like a cu

rtain
.

“M
y 

d
au

gh
ter, 

th
e 

ro
se 

o
f 

m
y 

e
ye, 

th
e 

sw
eetest 

o
f 

m
y

fa
m

ily, an
d

 th
e sh

arp
est w

it o
f th

em
 all…

” H
e licked

 h
is d

ry
lip

s 
and

 
sigh

ed
 

in
 

m
o

ck 
sad

n
ess. 

“S
u

ch
 

a 
cru

el 
ton

gu
e 

o
n

h
er…

”
“Y

o
u

r daughter? W
h

o
?”

“M
y d

arlin
’ girl, A

n
n

ah
. S

h
e fo

u
n

d yo
u

, d
ead as d

ead
er can

b
e, in a p

lace w
h

ere m
o

st C
o

llecto
rs w

o
u

ldn
’t go fo

r a 
m

ountain
o

f co
p

p
ers. C

ou
ld

 b
e sh

e p
lu

cked
 so

m
eth

in
g o

ff yo
u

, co
u

ld b
e

n
o

t…
?” H

e lean
ed

 in
, sh

akin
g h

is h
ead. “Y

o
u

'll h
ave t'ask h

er,
fo

r it’s n
o

t h
er D

a’s p
lace to say.” H

e still w
as ta

kin
g m

e fo
r a

fo
o

l.“D
o

n
’t 

lie 
to

 
m

e, 
P

h
arod

. 
Y

ou
’re 

a 
m

erch
an

t, 
an

d
 

yo
u

alw
a

ys ta
ke a cu

t fro
m

 yo
u

r w
o

rkers. W
h

at d
id

 A
n

n
ah

 give 
you

fro
m

 m
y b

o
d

y?
”

“A
h

…
 

yes…
 

m
y 

trib
u

te…
” 

P
h

arod
 

fo
ld

ed
 

h
is 

w
ith

ered
h

an
d

s o
ver h

is cru
tch

, alm
o

st p
ro

tectively. “T
h

ere’s n
o

 tellin
g

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art II
347

“H
o

ld
 a m

o
m

en
t…

 yo
u

 sa
y YO

U
 d

o
n

’t kno
w

 w
h

ere m
y

m
o

rtality is. D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o

 
D

O
E

S kn
o

w
 w

h
ere it

is?” R
avel sm

iled
 h

o
rrid

ly, h
er tu

sks glea
m

in
g.

“C
lever, cle

ver, clever yo
u

 are…
 yes, th

ere is 
A

N
O

T
H

E
R w

h
o

m
igh

t kn
o

w
 th

e th
in

gs th
at R

avel d
o

es n
o

t…
” R

avel’s eyes
d

im
m

ed
, as if sh

e stared
 at so

m
eth

in
g in

 th
e d

istan
ce, an

d
 h

er
vo

ice slo
w

ed
. “A

…
 fair-skin

n
ed

 o
n

e…
 m

u
st yo

u
 ask. A

n
 an

gel,
a d

eva, o
n

e w
h

o
 so

ars on
 th

e w
in

gs o
f m

o
rn

in
g an

d w
ith

 h
is

h
an

d
s, is th

e arch
itect o

f h
o

rizo
n

s. H
e lies, lies b

eyo
n

d
 m

y
keep

in
g, in

 ano
th

er cage, in
 an

o
th

er p
riso

n
…

 in
 h

is kno
w

in
g is

th
e 

kn
o

w
in

g 
o

f 
w

h
at 

yo
u

 
w

ish
 

to
 

kn
o

w
. 

A
sk 

h
im

 
yo

u
r

q
u

estion
s, listen

 to
 h

is an
sw

ers, u
se th

em
 a

s gu
id

es.”
“W

h
ere can

 I fin
d

 th
is an

gel?”
“In

 a-leavin
g th

is p
riso

n
, to

 another cu
rsed

 p
riso

n w
ill yo

u
arrive…

 th
o

u
gh

 it m
a

y n
o

t ap
p

ear as su
ch

 to
 casu

al glan
ces.

S
tep

 a-ligh
tly, an

d
 fin

d th
e go

ld
en

 lin
k in

 th
e ever-sh

o
rten

in
g

ch
ain

. T
h

e ligh
t sh

all give th
e d

ark o
f th

e m
atter, an

d
 n

ew
 p

ath
s

sh
all op

en
 to

 yo
u

.”
“D

eligh
tfu

lly cryp
tic…

 th
o

u
gh

 n
o

t su
rp

risin
g. T

h
an

ks.”
R

avel ca
ckled

. “O
f th

e p
ast I am

 n
o

t h
eld

 to
 p

articu
lars…

yo
u

 are fo
rtu

n
ate to

 receive 
anything, o

 cau
stic o

n
e!”

“O
h

, am
 I? It’s ju

st th
at th

e ch
ain

 o
f w

h
o

 kno
w

s w
h

at an
d

w
h

ere th
e

y are n
ever see

m
s to

 b
e a sm

o
o

th
 series o

f lin
ks.”

“A
h

h
h

…
” R

avel sm
iled

, h
o

ldin
g up

 o
n

e o
f h

er talo
n

s. “A
n

d
th

at is w
h

y yo
u

 m
u

st keep
 each

 lin
k safe, fo

r if th
e

y are n
o

t
sm

o
o

th
 n

o
w

, im
agin

e w
h

at th
e ch

ain
 w

ill b
e like w

h
en

 
M

O
R

E

lin
ks sh

atter…
 tim

e an
d

 d
eath

 are n
o

t as 
patient w

ith
 o

th
ers as

th
ey are w

ith
 yo

u
.”

“W
h

at are yo
u

 sa
yin

g?”
“W

h
at if o

n
e o

f yo
u

r p
reciou

s lin
ks w

as to
 

die? A
n

d
 w

h
at if

yo
u

 fo
rgo

t yo
u

rself a
gain

? W
h

at w
o

u
ld

 yo
u

 d
o

 th
en

? W
h

ere
w

o
u

ld
 

yo
u

r 
sto

len 
m

o
rtality 

b
e, 

th
en

…
 

it 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e 

L
O

ST

fo
rever, fo

r th
ere w

o
u

ld
 b

e n
o on

e left to
 

A
S

K h
o

w
 to

 reach
 it.

T
racin

g 
yo

u
r 

p
ath

 
w

o
u

ld 
b

eco
m

e 
h

ard
er…

 
m

a
yh

ap
IM

PO
S

SIB
L

E…
”

“I h
ave so

m
e q

u
estio

n
s ab

ou
t 

Y
O

U
, R

avel…
 W

h
o

 are yo
u

?
W

h
ere d

id
 yo

u
 co

m
e fro

m
?”

“I? R
avel a

m
 I, a m

aker an
d

 b
reaker o

f p
u

zzles, a so
lver o

f
w

h
at cannot b

e so
lved

, a m
in

d
 ravelin

g an
d

 u
n

ravelin
g un

til th
e

th
read

s o
f tho

u
gh

t are tied
 up

 like kn
o

ts in a d
ru

n
ken

 m
an

’s
h

air.” R
avel p

icked
 at o

n
e o

f h
er jagged

 gra
y h

airs, w
rap

p
in

g it
aro

u
nd

 h
er fin

ger. “It is eno
u

gh, eno
u

gh
 it is.”
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R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

I

R
A

V
E

L 
P

U
Z

Z
LE

W
E

LL
, P

A
R

T
 II

"E
no

ug
h 

of
 t

hi
s,

 R
av

el
. 

Y
ou

 t
oo

k 
m

y 
m

or
ta

li
ty

 f
ro

m
 m

e,
 a

nd
 i

t
h

as
 c

au
se

d
 m

o
re

 h
ar

m
 t

h
an

 g
o

od
. 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 t

ak
e 

it 
b

ac
k 

n
o

w
 —

yo
u

 h
av

e 
h

ad
 it

 o
ve

rl
on

g,
 I

 th
in

k.
”

“R
av

el
 c

an
no

t 
gi

ve
 s

u
ch

 a
 t

h
in

g 
to

 y
o

u
, 

m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

m
an

,
fo

r 
R

av
el

 h
as

 no
th

in
g 

to
 g

iv
e…

 I
 n

ev
er

 p
o

ss
es

se
d

 
yo

u 
o

r 
yo

u
r

m
o

rt
al

ity
…

 t
h

o
u

gh
 I

 w
is

h
ed

 t
o

 k
ee

p
 t

h
em

 b
o

th
 in

 m
y 

g
ar

d
en

 a
s

se
lfi

sh
 a

ffe
ct

io
n

’s
 k

ee
p

sa
ke

s,
 t

ra
ce

 t
h

e 
p

at
te

rn
s 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
fle

sh
…

b
u

t 
su

ch
 th

in
gs

 R
av

el
 c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

rin
g 

h
er

se
lf 

to
 d

o
…

”
“W

h
y 

n
o

t?
”

“Y
eh

 l
ov

ed
 h

im
!”

 A
n

n
ah

 b
ro

ke
 h

er
 s

ile
n

ce
 —

 s
h

e 
so

u
nd

ed
as

to
n

is
h

ed
. 

“Y
eh

 lo
ve

d 
h

im
, 

ye
h

 d
id

!”
R

av
el

 g
a

ve
 a

 l
o

w
, 

w
id

e 
sm

ile
. 

“I
s 

th
at

 s
o

 h
ar

d
 f

o
r 

yo
u

 t
o

b
el

ie
ve

, 
fie

n
d

lin
g…

?”
 

S
h

e 
ca

ck
le

d
 

so
ftl

y 
to

 
h

er
se

lf.
 

“D
o

es
R

av
el

 b
ei

n
g 

R
av

el
, 

an
d

 t
hu

s,
 a

 m
yt

h
, 

n
o

t 
de

se
rv

e 
to

 c
ar

ry
 s

u
ch

 a
fe

el
in

g 
in

 h
er

 b
la

ck
-b

ra
m

b
le

d
 h

ea
rt

…
?”

“N
o

 
cr

ea
tu

re
 

is
 

u
nd

es
er

vi
n

g 
o

f 
su

ch
 

a 
fe

el
in

g,
 

R
av

el
.”

G
ra

ce
 

sp
o

ke
 

so
ftl

y.
 

“T
h

e 
h

is
to

ri
es

 
do

 
no

t 
p

ai
n

t 
su

ch
 

a
co

m
p

as
si

o
n

at
e 

p
ic

tu
re

 o
f y

o
u

, 
h

o
w

ev
er

…
”

“T
ch

h
h

! 
T

h
e 

p
as

t 
is

 p
as

t,
 a

n
d

 h
is

to
rie

s 
ca

re
 l

itt
le

 f
o

r 
a-

sp
ea

ki
n

g 
th

e 
tr

u
th

 
o

f 
it…

” 
R

av
el

 
fr

o
w

n
ed

, 
th

en
 

h
er

 
vo

ic
e

d
ro

p
p

ed
 

sl
ig

h
tly

, 
th

re
at

en
in

gl
y,

 
as

 
sh

e 
st

u
d

ie
d

 
G

ra
ce

. 
“T

h
e

fe
el

in
g 

br
us

he
d 

m
e,

 y
e

s…
 a

n
d

 n
o

w
 ho

ld
 y

o
u

r 
si

lv
er

ed
 t

o
n

gu
e,

A
b

ys
sa

l 
d

au
gh

te
r.

 I
 n

ee
d 

no
t 

yo
u

r 
so

ft 
w

o
rd

s 
to

 c
lo

ud
 t

h
e 

ai
r

h
er

e 
—

 t
h

e 
m

an
 a

n
d

 I
 s

h
al

l s
p

ea
k,

 a
n

d 
yo

u
 s

h
al

l b
o

w
 o

u
t 

o
f 

th
is

.
I 

sh
al

l a
tt

en
d

 t
o 

yo
u

 s
h

o
rt

ly
.”

“E
n

o
u

gh
, 

R
av

el
: 

If 
yo

u
 d

on
’t 

h
av

e 
m

y 
m

o
rt

al
ity

…
 w

h
er

e 
is

it?
” 

I 
h

ad
 f

o
un

d
 R

av
el

, 
b

u
t 

n
o

w
 I

 n
ee

d
ed

 t
o 

fin
d

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
el

se
.

I 
h

ad
 a

 fe
el

in
g 

it 
w

as
 n

o
t 

go
in

g 
to

 b
e 

ea
sy

…
“I

 d
o

n
’t 

kn
o

w
, 

sw
ee

t 
th

in
g.

 B
u

t 
if 

I 
w

er
e 

yo
u

, 
I'd

 g
et

 it
 b

ac
k

q
u

ic
k-

q
ui

ck
. 

N
o

 t
el

lin
g 

w
h

at
 h

o
rr

ib
le

 t
h

in
gs

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

co
u

ld
 d

o
to

 y
o

u
 i

f 
th

ey
 h

el
d

 y
o

u
r 

m
o

rt
al

ity
 f

o
r RA

N
S

O
M

.”
 R

av
el

 c
li

ck
ed

h
er

 t
al

on
s 

to
ge

th
er

. 
“I

t 
w

o
u

ld
 l

ik
e 

b
e 

h
ol

d
in

g 
so

m
eo

n
e’

s 
sw

ee
t,

su
cc

u
le

n
t 

so
u

l…
 a

 p
up

p
et

 d
an

ci
n

g 
o

n
 s

o
m

eo
n

e’
s 

st
rin

gs
, 

w
o

u
ld

yo
u

 b
e,

 a
n

d
 a

 m
o

st
 s

ad
 p

u
pp

et
, 

to
o

…
 t

w
o

? 
K

n
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
it 

is
, 

I
d

o
 n

o
t.”

P
ha

ro
d

10
7

w
ha

t 
w

as
 

fr
om

 
yo

u 
or

 
no

t, 
co

rp
se

. 
M

os
t 

li
ke

, 
th

er
e 

w
as

n
o

th
in

g.
” 

I h
ad

 h
ad

 it
 w

ith
 h

is
 s

ki
rt

in
g 

o
f t

h
e 

tr
ut

h
.

“P
h

ar
o

d
, 

m
y 

p
at

ie
n

ce
 i

s 
at

 a
n

 e
n

d
. 

If 
yo

u
 d

o
n

’t 
h

an
d

 o
ve

r
w

h
at

 w
as

 s
to

le
n

 f
ro

m
 m

e,
 I

 w
ill

 s
ee

 t
o

 i
t 

th
e 

D
u

st
m

en
 k

n
o

w
w

h
er

e 
to

 fi
n

d
 y

o
u

.”
P

h
ar

od
 

w
as

 
si

le
n

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
 

H
e 

ta
p

p
ed

 
h

is
 

fin
ge

rs
ag

ai
n

st
 h

is
 c

ru
tc

h
…

 s
lo

w
ly

. 
I w

ai
te

d
, 

gl
ar

in
g 

at
 h

im
.

“W
h

er
e 

h
as

 t
h

e 
d

ec
en

cy
 o

f 
m

an
 g

o
n

e…
” 

P
h

ar
o

d
 g

ru
m

b
le

d
,

sh
ak

in
g 

h
is

 h
ea

d
. 

“A
 c

o
u

rt
es

y 
I 

am
 d

o
in

g 
fo

r 
yo

u
, 

co
rp

se
…

su
ch

 a
 c

o
u

rt
es

y.
 P

h
ar

od
 

pa
rt

in
g 

w
ith

 a
n

yt
h

in
g…

 i
t'd

 b
e 

th
e

d
ea

d
-b

oo
k 

fo
r 

m
e 

if 
an

yo
n

e 
h

ea
rd

…
 w

ai
t 

h
er

e,
 m

o
ve

 n
o

t 
a 

ya
rd

.
I 

sh
al

l r
et

u
rn

.”
A

fte
r 

a 
lo

n
g 

w
h

ile
, 

P
h

ar
o

d
 r

et
u

rn
ed

, 
h

is
 c

ru
tc

h 
cl

ac
ki

ng
ag

ai
n

st
 t

h
e 

fla
gs

to
n

es
. 

In
 h

is
 h

an
d

s,
 h

e 
h

el
d

 a
 n

u
m

b
er

 o
f 

ite
m

s,
w

h
ic

h
 h

e 
p

as
se

d
 o

ff 
to

 m
e.

“Y
o

u
 w

ill
 b

e 
si

le
nt

 o
n

 t
hi

s 
an

d 
ac

ce
p

t 
th

e bl
es

si
ng

 t
h

at
 I

ev
en

 r
e

m
e

m
b

er
ed

…
”

A
b

se
n

tly
, 

I 
ca

ta
lo

gu
ed

 w
h

at
 h

e 
h

ad
 g

iv
en

 t
o 

m
e 

o
u

t 
lo

u
d.

“A
 f

e
w

 h
u

n
d

re
d

 c
op

p
er

s,
 a

 s
cr

ap
 o

f p
ap

er
, 

b
an

d
ag

es
, 

an
d

 a
 r

in
g?

V
er

y 
w

el
l…

 it
 w

a
s 

A
n

n
ah

 w
h

o
 fo

u
nd

 m
e?

 W
h

er
e 

is
 s

h
e?

”
“W

h
er

e’
s 

A
n

n
ah

?”
 P

h
ar

o
d

 s
h

ru
gg

ed
. 

“S
h

e’
s 

h
id

in
g 

in
 t

h
e

sh
ad

o
w

s 
h

er
e,

 I
 e

xp
ec

t,
 l

is
te

n
in

g 
to

 u
s 

tr
ad

e 
th

e 
ch

an
t. 

I 
ca

lle
d

fo
r 

h
er

 a
fte

r 
yo

u
 w

en
t 

b
el

o
w

…
 h

ad
 t

o
 a

sk
 h

er
 if

 y
o

u
 w

er
e 

re
al

ly
in

 t
h

e 
d

ea
d

 b
oo

k 
w

h
en

 s
h

e 
fo

u
n

d 
yo

u
 o

r 
n

o
t…

” 
H

e 
ch

u
ck

le
d

d
ry

ly
, 

th
en

 t
o

o
k 

a 
d

ee
p

 b
re

at
h 

an
d

 c
al

le
d

 o
u

t 
to

 t
h

e 
d

ar
kn

es
s.

“A
n

n
ah

! 
S

to
p

 m
ith

er
in

g 
in

 t
h

o
se

 s
h

ad
o

w
s 

an
d

 c
o

m
e 

gr
ee

t 
o

u
r

gu
es

t!”
I 

tu
rn

ed
 t

o
 s

ee
 a

 s
tr

ik
in

g 
re

d
-h

ai
re

d
 g

irl
 d

re
ss

ed
 i

n 
le

at
h

er
ar

m
o

r…
 I

 h
ad

n
’t 

ev
en

 h
ea

rd
 h

er
 e

n
te

r 
th

e 
ch

am
b

er
. 

H
er

 r
ig

h
t

ar
m

 w
as

 c
o

ve
re

d
 w

ith
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

o
f 

in
te

rlo
ck

in
g 

p
la

te
s 

th
at

 lo
o

ke
d

as
 i

f 
th

e
y 

w
er

e 
ta

ke
n

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

sk
in

 o
f 

so
m

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
, 

an
d

 a
h

o
rn

ed
 s

ho
u

ld
er

 p
ie

ce
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 h
er

 le
ft 

ar
m

. 
O

d
d

ly
 e

n
o

u
gh

, 
sh

e
h

ad
 a

 t
ai

l…
 t

h
at

 w
as

 f
lic

ki
n

g 
b

ac
k 

an
d

 f
o

rt
h

 a
s 

I 
w

at
ch

ed
. 

I
in

st
an

tly
 r

ec
o

gn
iz

ed
 t

h
e 

tie
fli

n
g 

gi
rl

.
“Y

o
u

’re
 

A
n

n
ah

? 
I 

m
et

 
yo

u
 

in
 

th
e 

H
iv

e 
—

 
ou

ts
id

e 
th

e
M

o
rt

u
ar

y,
 c

o
rr

ec
t?

” 
T

h
e 

gi
rl 

ig
n

o
re

d
 m

e 
an

d
 t

u
rn

ed
 t

o 
P

h
ar

o
d

.
“W

h
at

’s
 t

h
is

 a
b

o
ut

, 
th

en
? 

I'm
 n

o
t 

p
la

yi
n

g 
th

e 
le

as
h

-p
u

ll 
w

ith
th

is
 s

ca
rr

ed
 d

o
g,

 s
o

 I
'm

 n
o

t.
 G

et
 o

n
e 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
o

th
er

 g
u

lli
es

 t
o

 d
o

it.
”

“A
n

n
ah

, 
ro

se
 o

f 
m

y 
e

ye
 —

 h
av

e 
I 

n
o

t 
ta

u
gh

t 
yo

u
 t

o
 

re
sp

ec
t

th
e 

d
ea

d
?”

 A
 t

h
in

 s
m

ile
 w

o
rm

ed
 a

cr
o

ss
 P

h
ar

od
’s

 f
ac

e,
 a

n
d

 h
e

m
ad

e 
a 

sl
ig

h
t 

b
o

w
 t

o
w

ar
d

s 
m

e.
 “

T
h

is
 r

es
o

u
rc

ef
u

l 
co

rp
se

 n
ee

d
s

to
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
yo

u
 fo

u
n

d
 h

im
.”



108
P

harod

“E
h

? W
h

at are yeh
 o

n
 abo

u
t?” S

h
e squ

in
ted

 at m
e. “ ‘E

e’s
n

o
t a d

ead
er.”

“A
h

! Y
es, m

y m
istake…

” P
h

arod
 no

dd
ed

, th
en

 h
is voice

d
rop

p
ed

 d
an

gero
u

sly. “Y
et, m

y d
arlin

’ A
n

n
ah

, th
at still m

ake
s it

Y
O

U
R m

istake…
 fo

r th
is on

e on
ly h

ad
 o

n
e fo

o
t in th

e d
ead

 bo
o

k
w

h
en

 yo
u

 b
ro

u
gh

t h
im

 to
 m

e.” H
e tap

p
ed

 h
is cru

tch
 again

st th
e

fla
gsto

n
es w

ith
 a ligh

t tap
. “H

e w
o

ke u
p

, so
u

gh
t m

e o
u

t —
M

O
ST e

m
b

arrassin
g.”

“S
o

?” A
n

n
ah

 glan
ced

 at m
e, th

en
 sh

ru
gged

. “H
e sh

ou
ld

n
’t

b
e p

layin
g d

ead
er o

n
 th

e H
ive w

h
ile I'm

 ab
o

u
t, o

r h
e'll w

a
ke u

p
in

 a D
u

stie’s arm
s, h

e w
ill.” I w

a
s still an

gry at P
h

aro
d, and

to
o

k so
m

e o
f it o

u
t on

 th
e girl.

“M
a

yb
e 

yo
u

 co
u

ld
 h

ave CH
E

C
K

E
D

 
to

 
see 

if 
I 

w
as 

alive
b

efo
re d

u
m

p
in

g m
e o

ff th
ere.”

“O
h

, aye, an
d

 m
a

yb
e YE

H sh
o

u
ld

 h
ave b

een
 m

o
re care

fu
l

an
’ m

a
yb

e yeh
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t h
ave b

een
 lyin

g face-d
o

w
n

 n
’ sto

n
e-

still on
 th

e alley co
b

b
les like a d

ead
er, aye?

!” I calm
ed

 a b
it,

realizin
g th

e u
nreaso

n
ab

len
ess o

f m
y co

m
p

lain
t.

“E
n

o
u

gh o
f th

is —
 w

h
ere d

id
 yo

u
 fin

d
 m

y b
o

d
y?”

“S
h

o
w

 h
im

 w
h

ere yo
u

 fo
u

n
d h

is bod
y, A

n
n

ah
.” P

h
arod

tap
p

ed
 h

is cru
tch

 again
 fo

r em
p

h
asis. “T

ake h
im

 to
 th

e h
au

n
ted

alle
y.” P

h
arod

 stu
d

ied
 A

n
n

ah
 fo

r a m
o

m
en

t, th
en grin

n
ed an

d
tu

rn
ed to m

e. “If yeh
 h

ap
p

en
 to

 lo
se m

y d
arlin

’ A
n

n
ah

 o
n th

e
w

a
y to

 th
e alley, co

rp
se, yo

u
 co

m
e b

ack an
d

 see P
h

aro
d. I'll

gu
id

e yo
u

…
”

“T
ch

h
h

h
…

” A
n

n
ah

 sn
eered

 at P
h

arod
, th

en
 th

rew
 a glan

ce
at m

e. “C
’m

o
n

, th
en

. A
n

d
 keep

 yer step
s q

u
ick, jig? I've little

tim
e tae w

aste o
n

 th
e likes o

f yeh
.” I in

d
icated

 th
at I w

asn
’t

read
y yet, th

ere w
ere still a fe

w
 th

in
gs I w

an
ted

 to
 in

vestigate
h

ere. A
n

n
ah

 w
o

u
ld

 h
ave n

on
e o

f it.
“O

h
, aye? W

ell, th
en

, yeh
 can

 sn
iff o

u
t yer grave o

n
 yer

o
w

n
, eejit! I'm

 n
o

t w
ai—

”
“A

n
n

ah
…

” P
h

aro
d

’s vo
ice w

as q
u

iet, b
u

t it cut th
ro

u
gh th

e
girl’s sp

eech
 like a kn

ife. “B
e h

is m
in

d
er. S

ee th
at h

e co
m

es to
n

o
 h

arm
 w

h
ile in

 th
e village. T

h
en

 gu
id

e h
im

 to
 w

h
ere h

e
w

ish
es to

 go
.” A

n
n

ah
 sp

at on
 th

e gro
un

d
.

“P
o

x o
n

 yeh
 b

oth
…

” H
o

w
ever, sh

e ca
m

e w
ith

 u
s d

o
cilely

en
o

u
gh

 as w
e left th

e h
all, w

h
ere sh

e sto
pp

ed
 m

e.
“I go

t so
m

e th
in

gs to
 say ta 

Y
E

H, I d
o

.” I told
 h

er to
 go

 o
n

.
“I seen

 th
e w

a
y yeh

 act, an
’ yeh

 n
eed

 to
 b

e to
ld

 so
m

e th
in

gs
if 

w
e’re 

go
in

g 
to

 
b

e 
travelin

’ 
to

geth
er…

 
first 

—
 

d
on

’t 
go

flap
p

in
g 

yer 
b

o
n

e-bo
x 

an
d 

lo
ckin

g 
eyes 

w
ith

 
everyo

n
e 

yeh
m

eet. T
h

at’s a su
re street to

 trou
b

le, it is. A
n

’ d
on

’t b
e takin

’ no

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art I
345

to see if it had w
orked. Y

ou struggled so, but I kept m
y grip

tight an
d w

atch
ed

 yo
u

 d
ie yo

u
r first o

f m
an

y d
eath

s.” R
avel

clacked h
er teeth

. “T
h

en
 w

as I a-learn
ed

 in
 its fla

w
s…

 E
go

en
w

rap
s u

s like a p
riso

n
. F

o
rgot I d

id
 th

at it o
fttim

es serves as a
sh

ield
.” R

avel 
clicked

 
h

er 
ton

gu
e. 

“M
y 

p
retty, 

p
retty 

th
in

g,
th

ere is m
u

ch
 w

isd
o

m
 an

d
 u

n
d

erstand
in

g in
 th

e tru
th

 th
at life is

a p
rep

aratio
n fo

r th
e u

ltim
ate go

al: d
eath

. O
u

r life is a m
ean

s b
y

w
h

ich
 w

e learn
 how

 to
 d

ie. If w
e FO

R
G

E
T su

ch
 th

in
gs…

”
“S

o
 th

at’s w
h

en
 yo

u
 disco

vered
 I lo

st m
y m

e
m

o
ries w

h
en

 I
d

ied
…

”
“Y

ess…
” 

R
a

vel 
n

o
d

d
ed. 

“U
n

fo
rtun

ate…
 

w
ith

o
u

t 
th

e
m

o
rtality to

 h
o

ld
 su

ch
 m

e
m

o
ries tigh

t, th
e sh

ell a b
od

y is…
”

“S
o

 yo
u

 too
k m

y m
o

rtality fro
m

 m
e, R

avel…
 is it still

in
tact?”

R
avel see

m
ed

 su
rp

rised
, th

en
 alarm

ed
. “Y

es, yes, 
yes! F

ear
n

o
t fo

r a b
ro

ken
 m

o
rtality…

 if yo
u

 are h
ere…

 h
ear? H

ear a-
talkin

g at m
e, in

tact yo
u

r m
o

rtality m
u

st b
e. S

u
ch

 a th
in

g can
n

o
t…

 kno
t…

 n
o

t b
e d

estro
yed

 as lo
n

g as yo
u

 exist. Y
o

u
 are an

anchor o
f yo

u
r m

o
rtal so

u
l. A

s lo
n

g as 
you are in

tact, so
 sh

all it
b

e. M
ad

e to
 last are yo

u
…

” R
avel sm

iled
 an

d
 gave a w

h
eezin

g
lau

gh
. 

“F
o

r 
life 

sw
allo

w
ed

 
yo

u
 

an
d

 
spit 

yo
u

 
ou

t!” 
M

o
rte

co
u

ldn
’t resist th

at lin
e.

“It sw
allo

w
ed

 h
im

, b
u

t I d
on

’t kn
o

w
 if h

e cam
e o

u
t o

f 
that

en
d

.”
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R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

h
an

d
s,

 t
h

en
 r

ev
er

se
d

 i
t,

 f
o

rm
in

g 
a 

ca
n

o
p

y 
w

ith
 h

er
 h

an
d

s.
 “

T
h

e
b

o
d

y 
is

 b
ut

 a
 h

u
t 

fo
r 

th
e 

so
ul

. 
B

u
t 

no
w

 n
o

 o
n

e 
d

w
el

ls
 i

n
 y

o
u

r
h

u
t.

” “W
h

at
 w

en
t 

w
ro

n
g 

w
ith

 t
h

e 
rit

u
al

?”
“P

u
zz

le
-f

le
sh

ed
 b

ro
ke

n
, 

b
ea

u
tif

u
l, 

b
ea

u
tif

u
l m

o
rt

al
 m

an
, 

th
e

rit
u

al
 w

as
 n

o
t…

 k
n

ot
? 

K
n

ot
…

 n
o

t 
a 

fin
is

h
ed

 t
hi

n
g.

” 
R

av
el

’s
b

ro
w

s 
w

ri
n

kl
ed

, 
an

d
 h

er
 t

al
o

n
s 

p
ic

ke
d

 a
t 

h
er

 h
ai

r,
 t

u
gg

in
g 

o
n

 a
lo

n
e 

st
ra

nd
. 

“T
h

e 
ri

tu
al

 g
av

e 
yo

u
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 w

an
te

d
, 

b
u

t 
gr

ea
t

w
er

e 
th

e 
co

st
s…

 
th

e 
ca

st
in

g 
o

f 
sh

ad
o

w
s,

 
th

e 
q

u
ie

t, 
vi

o
le

nt
d

ea
th

s 
o

f 
th

e 
m

in
d

, 
an

d
 

th
e 

p
ai

n
-t

ak
in

g 
em

p
tin

es
s…

 
th

es
e

th
in

gs
, 

a-
d

an
ge

ro
u

s 
w

er
e 

ar
e 

in
 s

u
ch

 a
 f

ra
gi

le
 v

es
se

l, 
n

o
 m

at
te

r
h

o
w

 s
tr

o
n

g 
a 

m
o

rt
al

 m
an

. 
R

eg
re

t 
th

em
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
rit

u
al

 d
o

 I.
”

“U
n

gr
at

e
fu

l 
sh

ad
es

…
 b

u
t 

un
gr

at
ef

u
l 

w
ith

o
u

t 
ca

u
se

? 
T

h
e

sh
ad

es
…

 t
h

ey
 h

at
e 

yo
u

, 
N

am
el

es
s 

O
n

e,
 f

o
r 

th
ey

 a
re

 f
at

h
er

ed
 b

y
yo

u
, 

yo
u

r 
ch

ild
re

n
, 

o
n

ce
 f

o
rs

ak
en

, 
th

ey
 w

ill
 n

ev
er

 f
o

rg
iv

e.
 T

h
e

y
w

ill
 d

o
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g 
th

ey
 c

an
 t

o
 d

es
tr

o
y 

th
e 

p
ar

en
t…

 s
u

ch
 i

s 
th

e
w

a
y 

o
f c

h
ild

re
n

.”
“H

o
w

 d
o

 I 
fa

th
er

 s
h

ad
es

…
 t

h
es

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s?

”
“Y

o
u

 c
as

t 
sh

ad
o

w
s 

o
n 

ex
is

te
n

ce
, 

N
a

m
el

es
s 

O
n

e.
 W

ith
 e

ve
ry

d
ea

th
, 

a 
sh

ad
o

w
 a

ris
es

 f
re

sh
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
fie

ld
s 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
fle

sh
. 

T
h

e
y

a-
w

an
d

er
 fo

r 
a 

tim
e,

 b
u

t 
al

w
a

ys
 t

h
e

y 
a-

re
tu

rn
, 

lo
o

ki
n

g 
to

 m
u

rd
er

th
ei

r 
p

ar
en

t. 
S

u
ch

 is
 th

e 
w

a
y 

o
f 

m
an

y 
o

ffs
p

ri
n

g…
” 

R
av

el
 p

u
rs

ed
h

er
 l

ip
s 

in
 d

is
ap

p
ro

va
l, 

th
en

 s
ud

d
en

ly
 p

o
ke

d
 m

e 
in

 t
h

e 
ch

es
t

w
ith

 a
 t

al
o

n
. 

“…
an

d
 t

h
an

kl
es

s 
yo

u
n

g 
m

en
 s

u
ch

 a
s 

yo
u

rs
el

f.”
 I

fe
lt 

a 
n

u
m

b
in

g 
d

es
p

ai
r 

at
 h

er
 w

o
rd

s.
 I

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
 t

re
at

in
g 

d
ea

th
al

m
o

st
 a

s 
a 

ga
m

e,
 a

 b
ri

e
f 

in
te

rl
u

d
e 

th
at

 w
as

 l
itt

le
 d

iff
er

en
t 

fr
o

m
sl

ee
p

 f
o

r 
a 

m
o

rt
al

 m
an

. 
In

st
ea

d
, 

ea
ch

 d
ea

th
 h

ad
 c

on
se

q
u

en
ce

s.
R

av
el

 m
u

st
 n

o
t b

e 
te

lli
n

g 
m

e 
th

e 
w

h
o

le
 t

ru
th

, o
r 

h
ad

 fo
rg

o
tt

en
 it

.
T

h
es

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
sp

rin
g 

so
le

ly
 

fr
o

m
 

m
y 

su
b

st
an

ce
,

so
m

et
h

in
g 

el
se

 w
as

 in
vo

lv
ed

. 
I 

b
ro

u
gh

t 
m

y 
at

te
n

tio
n

 b
ac

k 
to

 h
er

w
o

rd
s.

“A
 t

h
o

u
sa

n
d

 d
ea

th
s,

 a
nd

 y
o

u
 r

ec
o

ve
r 

fr
o

m
 

ea
ch

. 
N

o
t 

so
 t

h
e

m
in

d
, 

th
e 

m
in

d
 i

s 
m

u
ch

 m
o

re
 f

ra
gi

le
. 

Its
 s

ca
rs

 r
u

n
 d

ee
p

 a
nd

 d
o

n
o

t 
h

ea
l. 

T
h

e 
b

ra
in

 i
s 

en
ca

se
d

 i
n

 a
 h

ar
d 

bo
n

e 
sh

el
l, 

di
ffi

cu
lt 

to
b

re
ac

h
, 

bu
t 

w
ith

 n
o

 d
ef

en
se

 a
g

ai
n

st
 t

h
at

 w
h

ic
h

 e
at

s 
at

 i
t 

fr
o

m
w

ith
in

. 
Y

ou
 h

av
e 

a 
w

h
o

le
 w

h
er

e…
 w

ea
r?

 W
e

ar
 y

o
u

r 
m

o
rt

al
ity

o
n

ce
 l

ay
 w

ith
in

 y
o

u
r 

sh
el

l.”
 S

h
e 

m
ad

e 
h

er
 h

an
d 

in
to

 a
 f

is
t 

an
d

sh
o

o
k 

it.
 “R

at
tl

e-
ra

tt
le

 g
o

es
 t

h
e 

h
ol

lo
w

 m
an

, 
a 

b
ab

y’
s 

p
la

yt
h

in
g,

w
ith

 n
au

gh
t 

b
u

t 
a 

tin
y 

st
o

n
e 

th
at

 a
-c

la
tt

er
s 

an
d

 c
la

ck
s 

in
 y

o
u

r
fr

a
m

e.
”

“D
es

p
ite

 t
h

es
e 

p
ro

bl
em

s,
 it

 s
ee

m
s 

lik
e 

th
e 

ri
tu

al
 w

o
rk

ed
…

”
“D

o
 y

o
u

 d
ou

b
t 

R
av

el
? 

O
f 

co
u

rs
e 

I 
d

el
iv

er
ed

 o
n

 w
h

at
 w

as
p

ro
m

is
ed

! N
o

t 
lo

n
g 

af
te

r 
th

e 
sp

el
l a

-d
re

w
 t

o
 a

 c
lo

se
, 

I 
ki

lle
d

 y
o

u

P
ha

ro
d

10
9

o
n

e’
s 

n
am

e 
in

 v
ai

n
 o

r 
ye

h
'll

 b
e 

at
tr

ac
tin

g 
th

e 
w

o
rs

t 
so

rt
 o

f
at

te
n

tio
n

, 
an

d
 r

ig
h

t q
u

ic
k,

 t
oo

.”
“A

n
’ 

o
n

e 
la

st
 t

h
in

g.
 D

o
n’

t 
b

e 
th

in
ki

n
’ 

ye
h

 c
an

 t
re

at
 m

e 
lik

e
a 

co
b

b
le

st
on

e,
 n

ei
th

er
 —

 y
eh

 s
ta

rt
 d

o
in

’ t
h

at
, 

an
’ 

I'l
l 

ta
ke

 t
h

es
e

b
la

d
es

 a
n

’ 
ca

rv
e 

ye
h

, 
I 

w
ill

.”
 I

 a
sk

ed
 h

er
 a

b
o

ut
 t

h
e 

b
la

d
es

 s
h

e
ca

rr
ie

d
.

“M
e 

b
la

d
es

? 
A

ye
, 

th
es

e 
d

ag
s 

ar
e 

m
in

e.
 I

 l
ik

e 
th

es
e 

p
un

ch
d

ag
s,

 I
 d

o 
—

 y
eh

 c
an

 k
ee

p
 y

er
 a

xe
s 

n
’ 

h
am

m
er

s 
n

’ 
cl

u
b

s 
—

th
es

e 
d

ag
s 

ar
e 

m
o

re
 m

e 
st

yl
e.

 Y
eh

 j
es

t 
b

eh
av

e 
ye

rs
el

f, 
an

’ 
ye

h
w

o
n

’t 
b

e 
w

ea
rin

g 
‘e

m
, 

a
ye

?”
T

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

se
ve

ra
l 

ite
m

s 
I 

w
an

te
d

 t
o

 c
h

ec
k 

in
 t

h
e 

H
iv

e
b

ef
o

re
 I

 w
en

t 
w

ith
 A

n
n

ah
 t

o 
w

h
er

e 
sh

e 
h

ad
 f

o
u

nd
 m

e.
 W

e 
le

ft
th

e 
B

u
ri

ed
 V

ill
ag

e,
 h

ea
d

in
g 

b
ac

k 
to

 R
ag

p
ic

ke
r’

s 
S

q
u

ar
e.

 B
ef

o
re

w
e 

re
ac

h
ed

 t
h

e 
sq

u
ar

e,
 I

 r
em

e
m

b
er

ed
 t

h
e 

ite
m

s 
P

h
ar

od
 h

ad
gi

ve
n

 m
e,

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 t

h
e 

n
o

te
. 

I p
u

lle
d

 o
u

t 
th

e 
no

te
, 

an
d

 r
ea

d
 it

.
- 

B
ew

ar
e 

S
H

A
D

o
w

s
- 

B
ew

ar
e 

p
la

ce
s 

w
h

er
e 

th
e 

n
ig

h
t 

LI
V

E
s.

- 
T

h
e

y 
w

ai
t

- 
T

h
er

e 
is

 n
o

 N
at

u
ra

l D
ar

kn
es

ss
- 

O
n

ly
 S

h
aD

O
W

S
I 

w
o

n
d

er
ed

 w
h

at
 it

 c
ou

ld
 m

ea
n

.

* 
* 

*
P

h
ar

od
 s

to
o

d
 a

n
d

 f
in

ge
re

d
 h

is
 p

ri
ze

, 
th

e 
b

ro
n

ze
 s

ph
er

e,
 t

h
e

ite
m

 t
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 s

av
e 

h
im

 f
ro

m
 h

is
 f

at
e.

 H
e 

h
ad

 s
ca

rc
el

y 
n

o
tic

ed
w

h
en

 t
h

e 
o

th
er

s 
le

ft,
 s

o
 in

te
nt

 w
as

 h
e 

o
n

 h
is

 f
in

d
. 

A
 m

o
tio

n
! 

H
e

sh
o

o
k 

h
is

 h
ea

d
, i

t 
m

u
st

 o
n

ly
 b

e 
a 

ra
t.

H
e 

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 s
tu

d
y 

o
f 

th
e 

sp
h

er
e.

 A
fte

r 
al

l 
th

es
e 

ye
ar

s,
 h

e
fin

al
ly

 h
ad

 i
t.

 I
t 

w
o

u
ld

 t
ak

e 
st

u
d

y,
 b

u
t 

h
e 

w
as

 c
er

ta
in

 h
e 

co
u

ld
u

n
lo

ck
 w

h
at

ev
er

 s
ec

re
t 

th
e 

sp
h

er
e 

h
el

d
, 

th
e 

se
cr

et
 t

h
at

 w
o

u
ld

p
ro

te
ct

 h
im

. 
W

ai
t,

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

w
as

 n
ea

r 
h

im
. 

B
u

t 
h

e 
h

ad
 h

ea
rd

n
o

th
in

g.
 I

t 
m

u
st

 b
e 

A
n

n
ah

. 
H

e 
w

o
u

ld
 f

la
y 

h
er

 h
id

e,
 d

is
ob

ey
in

g
h

im
… H

e 
fr

o
ze

, 
n

o
tic

in
g 

w
h

at
 w

a
s 

ac
tu

al
ly

 n
ea

rb
y.

 I
t 

w
as

 a
s 

if 
th

e
d

ar
kn

es
s 

h
id

in
g 

in
 t

h
e 

co
rn

er
s 

o
f 

h
is

 h
al

l 
h

ad
 f

lo
w

ed
, 

ta
ke

n
sh

ap
e 

as
 a

 d
o

ze
n

 h
u

m
an

o
id

 s
h

ad
o

w
s 

su
rr

o
u

nd
in

g 
h

im
. 

H
e 

co
u

ld
n

o
t 

ev
en

 m
ak

e 
a 

so
u

n
d

 a
s 

th
ey

 c
lo

se
d

 i
n

, 
cl

aw
s 

re
n

d
in

g,
 a

n
d

 h
e

d
ie

d
.
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X
A

C
H

A
R

IA
H
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A

R
T

 I

W
e left the B

uried V
illage, traversing the H

ive once again. A
s

w
e w

alked A
nnah m

ade a com
m

ent to m
e.

“W
al, I gre

w
 u

p
 h

ere. N
o

t a p
leasan

t ch
ild

ho
od

, m
in

d
 yeh

.”
I to

ld
 h

er w
e w

ere h
ead

in
g fo

r th
e M

o
rtu

ary, an
d

 let h
er

take 
th

e 
lead

. 
I 

w
atch

ed
 

h
er 

tail; 
its 

tw
itch

in
g 

w
as 

alm
o

st
h

yp
n

o
tic. A

n
d

 th
e sw

a
yin

g o
f h

er h
ip

s led
 m

y th
o

u
gh

ts to
 o

th
er

areas…
S

h
e glan

ced
 b

ack, an
d no

ticin
g m

y in
terest, stated

, “Y
eh

like m
y w

e
e tail? I'll w

ag it at ya.”
S

h
e h

ad m
an

ag
ed

 to
 m

ake m
e feel fo

o
lish

, again
. I hu

rried
fo

rw
ard

, takin
g th

e lead
 w

ith
o

ut co
m

m
en

t.
A

s w
e p

assed
 n

ear th
e H

ive m
arket, I greeted

 Iro
n

 N
alls,

still search
in

g ou
t n

ails fro
m

 th
e tim

b
ers su

rro
u

n
d

in
g h

er. S
h

e
straigh

ten
ed

 up
 and

 pu
t h

er h
and

s o
n

 h
er h

ip
s.

“B
ack 

a
gain

, 
eh

? 
W

h
at 

n
eed

 
ye 

th
is 

—
” 

S
h

e 
su

dd
en

ly
n

o
ticed

 
A

n
n

ah
 

b
esid

e 
m

e. 
“W

ell, 
cu

tter…
 

w
h

o
’s 

yer 
n

ew
frien

d
?”

“H
er n

a
m

e’s A
n

n
ah

.”
“I can

 sp
eak fo

r m
eself, yeh

 kn
o

w
! I'm

 A
n

n
ah

, as if it’s an
y

b
u

sin
ess o

f yers.” A
n

n
ah

 cro
ssed

 h
er arm

s w
ith

 a 
hm

ph. N
alls

o
n

ly sm
iled

 an
d

 tu
rn

ed h
er goo

d
 eye b

ack to
 m

e. I sm
iled

 in
retu

rn
, an

d
 too

k m
y le

ave.
I b

riefly lo
o

ked
 at th

e sto
ck o

f an
o

th
er m

erch
an

t, w
h

ich
 w

as
tab

lew
are. A

s I b
egan

 to
 m

o
ve o

ff, sh
e tried

 to
 get m

e to
 sta

y.
“O

h
, sir, b

u
t w

ait!” S
h

e p
u

t h
er h

an
d

 o
n m

y fo
rearm

; h
er

to
u

ch w
as ligh

t as a feath
er. “A

re yo
u

 
sure th

ere’s n
o

th
in

g yo
u

n
eed

? S
u

rely so
m

eth
in

g fo
r yo

u
r o

w
n

 h
o

m
e, o

r a gift…
” A

n
n

ah
sp

o
ke u

p.
“A

ye, h
e’s su

re; d
idn

’t yeh
 h

ear th
e m

an
?” A

n
n

ah
 ro

lled
 h

er
e

yes. “F
er th

e lo
ve o

’ th
e P

o
w

ers, w
h

y d
o

n
’t yeh

 p
ry yerself o

ff
th

e so
d fer a b

it? Y
eh

’re em
b

arrasin
’ yerself, yeh

 are.” T
h

e
m

erch
an

t tu
rn

ed
 up

 h
er cu

te, b
u

tton no
se.

“H
m

p
h

! A
re yo

u
 so

 jealo
u

s th
at yo

u
'd

 rob
 a p

oo
r m

erch
an

t
o

f h
er sale? T

h
e go

o
d

 sir is a cu
sto

m
er, o

 P
lan

e-T
o

u
ch

ed
, no

t
so

m
e p

iece o
f m

eat to
 b

e o
w

n
ed

 o
r fo

u
gh

t o
ver.” W

ith
 th

at, sh
e

n
o

dd
ed

 at m
e. A

n
n

ah
 loo

ked
 ho

rrified
, th

en
 fu

riou
s.
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“O
f C

O
U

R
SE yo

u
r an

sw
er w

as th
e o

n
ly o

n
e I sou

gh
t, fo

r yo
u

w
ere th

e O
N

L
Y

 reaso
n

 I asked
 th

e q
u

estio
n

! D
id

 yo
u

 thin
k I

cared
 fo

r th
em

…
? T

ch
h

h
! D

id
 yo

u
 th

in
k I even

 cared
 a 

fraction
o

f th
e am

o
u

n
t fo

r th
em

 th
at I cared

 fo
r 

you, m
y p

recio
u

s m
an

?
A

n
sw

er m
e th

at!” It w
as o

b
vio

u
s sh

e alread
y kn

e
w

 h
er an

sw
er. I

in
stead

 asked
 an

o
th

er qu
estio

n.
“W

h
y d

id
 yo

u
 m

a
ke m

e im
m

o
rtal, R

a
vel?”

“It’s 
w

h
at 

yo
u

 
w

anted, 
seed

lin
g, 

an
d

 
yo

u
 

asked
 

so
sw

eetly…
 n

o
w

 h
o

w
 co

u
ld

 R
avel sa

y ‘n
o

’ to on
e su

ch
 as yo

u
?

Im
m

o
rtality w

as your so
lu

tion
 an

d yo
u

r ch
allen

ge to
 m

e.”
“M

y so
lu

tio
n

? B
u

t w
h

y?”
“I d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
, seed

lin
g. T

im
e h

as ch
ip

p
ed

 aw
a

y at 
m

y
m

e
m

o
ries as w

ell, it w
o

u
ld

 seem
…

 se
a

m
? If yo

u
 re

m
e

m
b

er, tell
m

e…
 

I'm
 

a-cu
rio

u
s 

m
yself. 

It 
m

u
st 

h
ave 

b
een

 
so

m
eth

in
g

im
p

o
rtan

t…
 isn

’t it in
 th

e n
atu

re o
f a m

an
 to

 w
an

t to live
fo

rever?” D
a

k'ko
n

 q
uietly sp

o
ke, rep

lyin
g to

 h
er qu

estio
n.

“O
n

ly if w
h

at lies o
n

 th
e o

th
er p

ath carries greater p
ain

.” I
glan

ced
 at h

im
, su

rp
rised

 h
e h

ad said
 an

yth
in

g, th
at tu

rn
ed

 b
ack

to
 R

avel.
“R

avel…
 th

is is V
E

R
Y

 im
p

o
rtan

t: do yo
u

 h
ave an

y id
ea w

h
y

I asked
 yo

u
 to

 d
o it?”

“D
eath

 w
as a th

in
g yo

u
 n

eed
ed

 to
 do

d
ge. A

n
 easy th

in
g to

sa
y, m

a
yh

ap
, b

u
t to

 DO
, it is no

t! Im
m

o
rtality, even

 w
ith

 its
fla

w
s, 

w
a

s 
th

e 
b

est 
so

lu
tion

 
th

is 
w

ith
ered

 
m

in
d

 
cou

ld
u

n
tan

gle…
 

Lead
 

is 
no

t 
easily 

a-ch
an

ged
 

to
 

go
ld

, 
b

ut 
it 

is
p

o
ssib

le, tho
u

gh
t th

e u
n

w
ise…

 u
n

-w
h

ys? …
R

avel. If w
ater can

b
e d

raw
n

 fro
m

 b
lo

od
, m

o
rtality can

 b
e taken

 fro
m

 a m
o

rtal,
p

eeled
 b

ack like a sticky film
…

.”
“T

h
e gu

lf b
etw

e
en

 m
an

 an
d

 u
n

m
an

 is great. Y
o

u
 traveled

th
e d

istan
ce. I p

ro
vid

ed
 th

e m
ean

s, b
u

t yo
u

 cro
ssed

 o
n

 yo
u

r
o

w
n

.” R
avel slap

p
ed

 h
er h

ead an
d raked

 h
er h

and
 th

rou
gh

 h
er

h
air. “B

ad
 R

avel! M
o

rtals are to
o

 flaw
ed

 to
 b

e m
ad

e to
 last. S

till
th

ey b
reak! T

h
e

y m
u

st b
e d

ragged
 kickin

g an
d

 screa
m

in
g in

to
an

 u
nh

ealth
y n

ew
 m

o
ld

.”
“U

n
h

ealth
y…

? S
o

 th
e ritu

al w
as fla

w
ed

?”
“S

h
o

rtcuts m
u

st b
e m

ad
e, an

d
 th

ey can
 

break th
e m

o
ld

ed
…

fo
r it is no

t alw
a

ys th
e m

o
ld

 th
at breaks, b

u
t th

e sub
stan

ce
p

o
ured

 w
ith

in it. F
o

rce so
m

eth
in

g in
to

 a sh
ap

e it w
as n

o
t m

ean
t

to
 b

e, an
d it b

reaks! I th
ou

gh
t th

e m
aterial w

a
s o

f stro
n

ger stu
ff,

b
u

t yo
u

 h
ave b

een
 b

ro
ken

.”
“B

u
t I am

 im
m

o
rtal —

 su
rely th

at w
as a su

cce
ss?”

“Y
o

u
 h

ave su
rvived

 lon
g, im

m
o

rtaled
 o

n
e, b

u
t yo

u
 h

ave
b

eco
m

e th
e p

re
y o

f th
e creatu

re th
at is life.” S

h
e cu

pp
ed

 h
er
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“Y
o

u
r 

an
sw

er
s…

” 
R

a
ve

l’s
 e

ye
s 

gl
in

te
d

, 
an

d
 h

er
 l

ip
s 

p
ee

le
d

b
ac

k 
in

 a
 g

ro
te

sq
u

e 
sm

ile
. 

“Y
o

u
r 

w
o

rd
s 

ar
e 

so
ot

hi
ng

 a
n

d
 h

av
e

n
o

t 
b

ee
n

 h
ea

rd
 

in
 

su
ch

 
a 

tim
e…

 
th

e
y 

st
ir 

ev
en

 
m

y 
b

la
ck

-
b

ra
m

b
le

d
 

h
ea

rt
. 

N
o

 
m

at
te

r 
w

h
er

e 
yo

u
r 

m
e

m
o

rie
s 

b
e,

 
yo

u
r

ch
ar

m
s 

re
m

ai
n

, 
p

re
tt

y 
th

in
g…

”
“N

a
y,

 it
 is

 y
ou

r 
ch

ar
m

s 
th

at
 p

er
si

st
, 

b
ea

u
tif

u
l R

av
el

.”
“O

f 
ch

ar
m

s,
 e

n
ch

an
tm

en
ts

, 
b

eg
u

ile
m

en
ts

…
 a

ll 
th

es
e 

R
av

el
h

as
 m

a
st

er
ed

…
 y

et
, 

th
er

e 
is

 m
u

ch
 it

 s
ee

m
s 

yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 
te

ac
h 

I…
”

S
h

e 
p

au
se

d 
in

 t
ho

u
gh

t f
o

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
“A

h
h

h
h

, 
ye

ss
ss

. 
T

h
e 

th
ir

d
 a

nd
 l

as
t 

q
u

es
tio

n
…

 i
s 

th
is

…
” 

A
s

R
av

el
 o

p
en

ed
 h

er
 m

o
u

th
 t

o
 s

p
ea

k 
h

er
 f

in
al

 q
u

es
tio

n,
 I

 w
as

su
d

d
en

ly
 

gr
ip

p
ed

 
w

ith
 

th
e 

te
rr

ib
le

 
re

al
iz

at
io

n
 

th
at

 
th

is
 

fin
al

q
u

es
tio

n
 h

ad
 m

u
rd

er
ed

 m
an

y 
o

th
er

s 
to

 w
h

o
m

 it
 h

ad
 b

ee
n

 a
sk

ed
.

I 
kn

ew
 w

h
at

 it
 w

a
s,

 a
n

d
 I

 f
el

t 
it 

w
el

lin
g 

u
p 

w
ith

in
 m

e,
 a

n
d

 I
 f

el
t

co
m

p
el

le
d

 t
o

 a
sk

 it
.

E
ch

o
: 

“W
h

at
 c

an
 c

h
an

ge
 th

e 
n

at
u

re
 o

f a
 m

an
?”

“I
 

se
e 

yo
u

 
h

av
e 

n
o

t 
fo

rg
o

tt
en

…
” 

R
av

el
 

sm
ile

d
, 

h
er

ye
llo

w
ed

 f
an

gs
 g

le
a

m
in

g.
 “

W
h

at
 is

 y
o

u
r 

an
sw

er
?”

 I
 w

as
n

’t 
su

re
if 

it 
co

u
ld

 c
h

an
ge

 t
h

e 
n

at
u

re
 o

f a
 m

an
, 

b
u

t 
th

er
e 

w
as

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
I

h
ad

 f
el

t 
al

m
o

st
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
tim

e 
I 

fir
st

 le
ar

n
ed

 o
f 

th
e 

ac
tio

n
s 

o
f 

m
y

p
re

vi
o

u
s 

liv
es

.
“R

eg
re

t.
”

“A
n

d
 t

h
at

 i
s 

yo
u

r 
an

sw
er

…
?”

 T
h

e 
ve

in
s 

in
 R

av
el

’s
 e

ye
s

b
eg

an
 t

o
 s

hi
ft 

sl
ig

h
tly

, 
an

d
 s

h
e 

ga
ve

 a
n

 e
vi

l 
sm

ile
. 

“B
e 

ce
rt

ai
n

b
ef

o
re

 y
o

u
 s

a
y.

”
“I

t 
m

a
y 

n
o

t 
b

e y
ou

r 
an

sw
er

, 
b

u
t i

t 
is

 m
y 

an
sw

er
.”

“A
n

d
 t

h
at

 i
s 

al
l 

I 
w

is
h

ed
 f

o
r,

 m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

m
an

.”
 R

av
el

’s
sm

ile
 r

el
ax

ed
. 

“A
 s

im
p

le
 a

n
sw

er
, 

an
d

 i
n 

th
e 

en
d

, 
m

an
y 

ar
e 

th
e

m
en

 h
av

e 
I 

la
id

 lo
w

 w
h

ile
 t

h
ey

 s
o

u
gh

t 
M

Y
 a

n
sw

er
.”

“T
h

at
’s

 it
…

? 
I 

th
ou

gh
t…

”
R

av
el

 
ca

ck
le

d
. 

“C
o

u
n

tle
ss

 
tim

es
 

h
as

 
th

e 
q

u
es

tio
n 

b
ee

n
as

ke
d

, 
an

d
 n

o
t O
N

C
E
 d

id
 t

h
e 

p
at

h
et

ic
 s

h
el

ls
 w

h
o

 c
am

e 
a-

fo
re

 m
e

an
sw

er
ed

 w
ith

 TH
E

IR
 a

n
sw

er
, 

b
u

t 
al

w
a

ys
 s

o
u

gh
t 

to
 c

re
ep

 i
n

si
d

e
m

y 
m

in
d

 a
n

d
 f

in
d

 w
h

at
 I 
th

o
u

gh
t…

 t
ch

hh
! 

T
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
 t

ru
th

 i
n

th
at

.”
 I 

kn
ew

 s
h

e 
w

a
s 

ly
in

g.
“I

…
 d

o
n

’t 
b

el
ie

ve
 y

o
u

. 
In

 f
ac

t,
 I

 d
o

n
’t 

th
in

k 
th

ey
 e

ve
r 

co
u

ld
h

av
e 

an
sw

er
ed

 y
o

u
 t

ru
e,

 e
ve

n
 if

 i
t 

w
as

 t
ru

e 
to

 t
h

em
.”

 R
av

el
 f

el
l

su
d

d
en

ly
, 

st
ra

n
ge

ly
, 

si
le

n
t.

 S
h

e 
w

as
 w

at
ch

in
g 

m
e 

w
ar

ily
.

“Y
o

u
 n

ev
er

 c
ar

ed
 a

b
ou

t 
an

y 
an

sw
er

 o
th

er
 t

h
an

 m
in

e.
 E

ve
r.

D
id

 y
o

u
? 

Y
et

 s
til

l 
yo

u
 a

sk
ed

 t
h

e 
q

u
es

tio
n,

 k
n

o
w

in
g 

th
at

 n
o

m
at

te
r 

w
h

at
 t

h
e 

an
sw

er
 t

h
e

y 
ga

ve
, 

th
e

y 
w

o
u

ld
 d

ie
 b

y 
yo

u
r

h
an

d
.”

X
ac

ha
ri

ah
, P

ar
t I

11
1

“J
ea

lo
us

?!
 B

ar
 t

h
at

! 
W

at
ch

 y
er

 t
o

n
gu

e,
 w

o
m

an
, 

o
r 

I'l
l 

sp
lit

it 
fr

o
m

 y
er

 b
o

n
e-

bo
x 

an
’ b

u
ry

 it
 a

n
’ y

er
 c

o
rp

se
 o

n
 o

p
po

si
te

 e
nd

s
o

’ S
ig

il,
 I

 w
ill

!”
 T

h
e 

m
er

ch
an

t,
 c

le
ar

ly
 f

ri
gh

te
n

ed
, 

st
ep

p
ed

 b
ac

k
a 

w
a

ys
. 

“A
n

d
 y

eh
!”

 s
h

e 
tu

rn
ed

 t
o 

m
e,

 e
ye

s 
fla

sh
in

g 
w

ith
 r

ag
e,

an
d

 m
ad

e 
a 

d
is

gu
st

ed
 s

n
ee

r.
 “

N
o

t 
a 

w
or

d!
 D

o
n

’t 
go

 g
et

tin
’ 

an
y

id
ea

s 
fr

o
m

 t
h

is
 a

d
d

le
-c

o
ve

d
 c

hi
t’s

 b
la

th
er

in
', 

o
r 

ye
h

'll
 b

e 
go

o
d

an
’ s

o
rr

y!
”

I 
q

u
ic

kl
y 

m
o

ve
d

 a
w

a
y 

b
e

fo
re

 A
n

n
ah

 h
ad

 a
n

y 
re

as
o

n
 t

o
m

ak
e 

go
o

d
 o

n
 h

er
 t

h
re

at
 t

o
 t

h
e 

m
er

ch
an

t.
 I

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
 b

u
sy

co
n

si
d

er
in

g 
A

n
n

ah
’s

 e
ffe

ct
 o

n
 m

e.
 I

 h
ad

n
’t 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

 m
y 

ef
fe

ct
o

n
 h

er
.

W
e 

re
a

ch
ed

 t
h

e 
M

o
rt

u
ar

y,
 a

n
d

 e
n

te
re

d 
w

ith
 t

h
e 

ex
cu

se
 t

h
at

w
e 

n
ee

d
ed

 t
o

 s
p

ea
k 

to
 D

h
al

l. 
W

h
at

 I
 r

ea
lly

 w
an

te
d

 t
o

 d
o

 w
as

u
se

 m
y 

n
e

w
 a

b
ili

ty
 t

o
 r

ea
ch

 t
h

e 
sp

iri
t 

th
at

 o
n

ce
 i

nh
ab

ite
d 

a
co

rp
se

, 
an

d 
se

e 
if 

th
er

e 
w

er
e 

an
y 

o
f 

th
e 

w
al

ki
n

g 
d

ea
d

 w
h

o
re

m
e

m
b

er
ed

 
an

yt
h

in
g 

ab
o

ut
 

m
e.

 
I 

m
ig

h
t 

ev
en

 
en

co
u

n
te

r 
a

p
re

vi
o

u
s 

co
m

p
an

io
n

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 g

o
tt

en
 p

en
n

ed
 in

to
 t

h
e 

d
ea

d
 b

oo
k.

U
n

fo
rt

u
n

at
el

y,
 

m
o

st
 

o
f 

th
e 

w
al

ki
n

g 
d

ea
d

 
w

er
e 

so
 

o
ld

 
th

ei
r

sp
ir

its
 w

er
e 

b
e

yo
n

d
 m

y 
re

a
ch

, 
w

h
ile

 t
h

e 
r

ec
en

t 
d

ea
d

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e

H
iv

e 
co

u
ld

 b
e 

ex
p

ec
te

d
 t

o
 k

no
w

 n
o

 m
o

re
 t

h
an

 t
h

e 
liv

in
g 

I 
h

ad
q

u
es

tio
n

ed
 in

 th
e 

st
re

et
s.

I 
fo

u
n

d 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
o

f 
in

te
re

st
 w

h
en

 I
 a

p
p

ro
ac

h
ed

 a
 m

al
e

co
rp

se
 w

ith
 t

h
e 

n
u

m
b

er
 “

3
3

1
” 

ch
is

el
ed

 i
nt

o
 h

is
 s

ku
ll.

 H
is

 e
ye

s
an

d
 l

ip
s 

w
er

e 
st

itc
h

ed
 c

lo
se

d
, 

an
d

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 g

ap
in

g 
h

o
le

 t
o

rn
in

 h
is

 t
h

ro
at

. 
H

e 
sm

el
le

d
 fo
ul

. 
I 

u
se

d
 t

h
e 

‘S
to

rie
s 

B
o

n
es

 T
el

l’
ab

ili
ty

 o
n

 t
h

e 
co

rp
se

.
“W

h
-w

h
…

” 
T

h
e 

zo
m

b
ie

 w
as

 a
w

kw
ar

d
ly

 g
et

tin
g 

h
is

 v
o

ic
e

b
ac

k,
 a

n
d

 h
e 

so
un

d
ed

 a
la

rm
ed

. 
“W

h
o

’s
 t

h
er

e?
! 

A
n

sw
er

 m
e

!”
“C

an
 y

o
u

 n
o

t 
se

e 
m

e?
” 

I a
sk

ed
.

“B
lin

d
 I

 a
m

, 
in

 d
ea

th
 a

s 
I 

w
as

 i
n

 l
ife

…
 n

o
w

 a
n

sw
er

 m
e.

W
h

o
 a

re
 y

o
u

?”
“W

h
o

 a
re

 y
o

u
?”

 I 
re

p
ea

te
d

 t
h

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

 b
ac

k 
to

 h
im

.
“I

…
” 

T
h

e 
zo

m
b

ie
 b

ec
a

m
e 

si
le

n
t.

 “
…

m
y 

n
a

m
e…

 h
as

 f
le

d
m

e.
 I

…
 c

an
 n

o 
lo

n
ge

r 
re

m
e

m
b

er
 w

h
o

 I
 a

m
.”

I 
tu

rn
ed

 a
w

a
y 

in
 

fr
u

st
ra

tio
n

, 
on

ly
 

to
 

su
rp

ri
se

 
a 

lo
o

k 
o

f
co

n
ce

rn
 o

n
 D

ak
'k

o
n

’s
 f

ac
e.

 H
e 

q
u

ic
kl

y 
re

su
m

ed
 h

is
 i

m
p

as
si

ve
ex

p
re

ss
io

n
 a

s 
I 

gl
an

ce
d

 a
t 

M
o

rt
e,

 b
u

t 
I 

co
u

ld
 d

et
ec

t 
n

o
th

in
g

u
n

u
su

al
 a

bo
u

t t
h

e 
sk

u
ll.

 S
til

l, 
I h

ad
 m

y 
su

sp
ic

io
n

s,
 a

n
d 

d
ev

is
ed

 a
p

la
n

 to
 t

es
t 

th
em

.
I 

h
ea

d
ed

 b
ac

k 
to

 F
el

l’s
 T

at
to

o 
P

ar
lo

r,
 o

n
ly

 t
h

is
 t

im
e 

I 
to

o
k

m
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s 
w

ith
 

m
e 

w
h

en
 

I 
en

te
re

d
. 

In
si

d
e,

 
A

n
n

ah
st

iff
en

ed
 w

h
en

 s
h

e 
ca

u
gh

t 
si

gh
t 

o
f F

el
l.
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X

achariah, P
art I

“W
e

'll d
raw

 th
e L

ad
y’s ga

ze if w
e sta

y h
ere, w

e w
ill.” I

asked
 h

er w
h

at w
as w

ro
n

g…
“A

re yeh
 d

aft?
!” A

n
n

ah
 turn

ed
 to

 m
e…

 an
d

 I su
dd

en
ly

realized
 sh

e w
as 
frig

h
te

n
e
d

. “A
re yeh so pig-eager to dance in

th
e Lad

y’s sh
ad

o
w

 yeh
'll b

an
d

y w
o

rd
s w

ith
 th

is o
n

e?! Let’s
give th

is p
lace th

e lau
gh

 b
efo

re w
e get p

en
n

ed
 in

 th
e d

ead
-

b
o

o
k!” I w

as su
rp

rised
 to

 see h
er u

su
al can

n
y self-relian

ce so
su

d
d

en
ly p

ierced
, an

d
 asked

 again
 w

h
at w

as w
ro

n
g.

“It’s F
ell.” A

n
n

ah
 th

rew
 a fearfu

l glan
ce at F

ell. “Let’s b
e

aw
a

y, a
ye? N

o
 go

o
d

'll co
m

e o
f b

ein
g h

ere, so
 it w

o
n

’t!”
“H

e’s a d
ab

u
s w

h
o

’s n
ot a d

ab
u

s, aye? H
e w

alks o
n

 th
e

gro
u

nd
…

” A
n

n
ah

’s vo
ice d

rop
p

ed to
 a w

h
isp

er, an
d sh

e started
trem

b
lin

g. “N
o

 m
o

re q
u

estio
n

s, let’s give th
is p

lace th
e lau

gh
,

a
ye?

” W
h

en
 I d

idn
’t im

m
ed

iately m
o

ve to
w

ard
s th

e d
oo

r, sh
e

co
n

tin
u

ed
, “F

ell’s a d
abu

s w
h

o
 an

gered
 

H
er. It’s said h

e’s a
d

ab
u

s w
h

o
 isn

’t a d
ab

u
s, an

d th
e tim

e’s clo
se w

h
en

 th
e Lad

y’s
gaze

'll fall o
n

 h
im

, so
 it w

ill.”
“Y

o
u

 m
ean

 th
e Lad

y o
f P

ain
?” I realized

 w
h

at w
a

s th
e

so
u

rce o
f h

er fear.
“A

ye…
 an

d
 h

eed
 yer to

n
gu

e.” A
n

n
ah

 m
ad

e a se
m

icircle in
th

e air in fro
n

t o
f h

er as I m
en

tio
n

ed
 th

e Lad
y’s n

a
m

e. “T
h

e
d

ab
u

s w
o

rk fo
r th

e Lad
y, an

’ sh
e p

ro
tects th

em
…

 ‘cep
t F

ell.”
S

h
e shu

dd
ered

. “Let’s b
e aw

a
y, aye

?”
It w

as im
p

o
rtan

t I sp
eak to

 F
ell; I cou

ld
n

’t stop
 ju

st fo
r

A
n

n
ah

. I told
 h

er I ju
st n

eed
ed

 a fe
w

 m
o

m
en

ts to
 talk to

 F
ell.

A
n

n
ah

 grab
b

ed
 m

y arm
. “P

lease, n
ay, n

a
y! N

o
 go

o
d

'll co
m

e
o

f it —
 an

yo
n

e sp
eakin

’ ta F
ell co

uld d
raw

 th
e Lad

y’s ga
ze. I

d
o

nn
ae w

an
t t'd

ie, I do
n

’t!” T
o

 m
y su

rp
rise, A

n
n

ah
 lo

o
ked

 clo
se

to
 tears.

I 
h

esitated
, 

w
an

tin
g 

to 
ho

ld 
h

er, 
b

u
t 

afraid
 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e

reb
u

ffed
. I settled

 fo
r tryin

g to
 co

m
fo

rt h
er u

sin
g w

o
rd

s.
“A

n
n

ah
, n

o
 h

arm
 w

ill co
m

e to
 yo

u
 w

h
ile I'm

 h
ere —

 I
p

ro
m

ise. I ju
st w

an
t to

 sp
eak to

 h
im

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t.” F

o
r a

m
in

u
te, A

n
n

ah
 ju

st lo
o

ked
 at m

e. T
h

en
, so

m
eth

in
g in

 m
y gaze

see
m

ed
 to

 calm
 h

er, fo
r sh

e steeled
 h

erself.
“I d

o
nn

ae w
h

y I…
” S

h
e sh

oo
k h

er h
ead. “G

o
 o

n
, th

en, talk
ta h

im
! I d

o
nn

ae care!” T
h

ere w
as an

 u
nd

ercu
rren

t o
f fe

ar in
 h

er
vo

ice.
I p

reten
d

ed
 th

at th
e last tim

e I w
as h

ere I co
u

ld
 b

arely
u

n
d

erstand
 F

ell, and
 asked

 D
ak'ko

n
 to tran

slate fo
r m

e. I asked
D

ak'ko
n

 
to

 
ask 

F
ell 

if 
h

e 
h

ad
 

do
n

e 
th

e 
tatto

o
s 

o
n

 
th

e
d

ism
e

m
b

ered
 arm

 I h
ad

 fo
u

n
d

.

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art I
341

d
idn

’t b
o

th
er to loo

k at M
o

rte. “S
u

rely h
e m

atters 
not to

 o
n

e
su

ch
 as yo

u
! O

r…
 d

o
es h

e?”
“H

e see
m

s tru
stw

o
rth

y en
o

u
gh

. H
e’s lo

yal, an
d

 h
e h

elp
ed

save m
y life in

 th
e M

o
rtu

ary.”
“C

u
rio

u
s, cu

rio
u

s-er, cu
rio

u
s-h

er…
” R

avel sm
iled

. “Q
u

ite
th

e pu
zzle b

o
x yo

u
 are a-sh

ap
in

g up
 to

 b
e. W

h
at else lu

rks in
th

e 
d

ark 
p

laces 
o

f 
yo

u
r 

m
in

d
?” 

R
avel’s 

vo
ice 

to
o

k 
o

n 
a

th
reaten

in
g w

eigh
t, an

d
 sh

e tu
rn

ed
 to

 F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race, h

er red
e

yes 
b

lazin
g. 

“A
n

d
 

h
ere 

is 
th

e 
co

re 
o

f 
it 

—
 

th
e 

A
b

yssal
tem

p
tress…

 d
o

es sh
e rise ab

o
ve th

e m
erely carn

al to
 yo

u
, o

r is
sh

e so
m

eth
in

g else in
 yo

u
r eye, h

m
n

n
n

?”
G

ra
ce 

said
 

n
o

th
in

g. 
S

h
e 

seem
ed

 
to

 
b

e 
stu

d
yin

g 
R

avel
in

ten
tly…

 I w
as su

d
d

en
ly stru

ck w
ith

 th
e feelin

g G
r

ace w
a

s
sizin

g 
u

p
 

R
avel 

fo
r 

w
ea

kn
esses. 

R
avel 

tu
rn

ed
 

b
ack 

to
 

m
e,

clackin
g h

er yello
w

ed
 tu

sks, as if in
 an

ticip
atio

n.
“Speak, p

recio
u

s m
an

, bu
t h

ave a care w
h

ere yo
u

r w
o

rd
s

fall.”“I co
u

ld fall in
 lo

ve w
ith

 h
er.” T

h
e tru

th
, bu

t I kn
ew

 I w
as

o
n

 d
an

gero
u

s grou
nd

 w
h

en
 I saw

 h
o

w
 R

avel’s gaze slid
 o

ff m
e

an
d

 n
arro

w
ed

 o
n

 G
race. I h

ad
 played

 a d
an

gero
u

s ga
m

e u
p

 to
n

o
w

 w
ith

 th
e n

igh
t h

ag. D
an

gero
u

s in
d

eed
 to

 try to
 lie to

 h
er,

b
u

t 
m

o
re 

d
an

gero
u

s 
to

 
an

sw
er 

th
e 

tru
th

 
to

 
R

avel’s 
n

ext
q

u
estion

.
“H

m
n

n
n

n
…

” R
avel tu

rn
ed

, clacked
 h

er tu
sks, th

en
 glan

ced
at A

n
n

ah
 w

ith
 a sn

eer. “A
n

d
 w

h
at o

f 
T

H
IS slip

 o
f fle

sh
…

 th
e

fien
d

lin
g, th

e tieflin
g w

ith
 th

e scarlet h
air an

d th
e fiery p

assio
n

.
W

h
at is S

H
E to

 yo
u

, m
y p

recio
u

s m
an

?” I h
ad

 kn
o

w
n

 A
n

n
ah

 fo
r

to
o

 sh
o

rt a tim
e to

 b
e su

re o
f m

y feelin
gs fo

r h
er. A

n
d

 no
w

 I
fo

cu
sed

 m
y w

ill, m
ad

e m
yself 

believe sh
e w

as n
o

 m
o

re th
an

 a
travel co

m
p

an
io

n
 to

 m
e.

“I like h
er co

m
p

an
y…

 I co
n

sid
er h

er m
y frien

d
.”

R
avel glan

ced
 at A

n
n

ah
, th

en
 sno

rted, h
er b

lack-vein
ed

 e
yes

glea
m

in
g. 

“H
m

m
m

mn
n

n
…

 
so

 
b

e 
it. 

M
y N

E
X

T 
q

u
estio

n
 

is
th

is…
” 

R
avel’s 

vo
ice 

d
ro

pp
ed

, 
alm

o
st 

w
h

isp
erin

g. 
A

n
d

su
d

d
en

ly, I h
ad

 a stran
ge feelin

g sh
e d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 h
ear th

e
an

sw
er. “W

h
y d

id
 yo

u
 w

ait so
 lo

n
g to

 
return to

 m
e? R

avel gre
w

a-lo
n

ely w
ith

o
u

t yo
u

, p
reciou

s m
an

.” I felt th
e m

o
m

en
t o

f p
eril

slip
 p

ast, an
d again

 co
u

ld
 co

m
fo

rtab
ly m

a
ke a flatterin

g an
sw

er.
“T

h
e w

a
y to

 th
is p

lace is d
ifficu

lt, b
eau

tifu
l R

avel. E
ffo

rts
h

ave b
een

 m
ad

e to
 in

su
re yo

u
 h

ave little co
m

p
an

y, an
d

 m
an

y
w

ere th
e trials I w

as fo
rced

 to
 un

d
ertake in

 o
rd

er to
 stand

 b
efo

re
yo

u
. Y

et I am
 glad

 to
 see yo

u
 o

n
ce again

, R
avel —

 tim
e h

as n
o

t
d

u
lled

 yo
u

r b
eau

ty, I see.”
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R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

C
om

in
g 

he
re

 w
as

 n
ot

 y
o

u
r 

ch
o

ic
e.

” 
M

o
rt

e 
re

p
lie

d
 w

ith
 h

is
 u

su
al

ja
u

n
tin

es
s.

“W
el

l, 
I 

d
id

n
’t 

h
av

e 
an

yt
h

in
g B

E
T

T
E

R
 t

o
 d

o
 e

xc
ep

t 
go

 t
o

 o
n

e
o

f 
th

e 
La

d
y’

s 
m

a
ze

s 
an

d
 m

e
et

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
ev

ile
st

 c
re

at
u

re
s 

ev
er

to
 s

et
 f

o
o

t 
in

 S
ig

il,
 s

o
 I

 s
ai

d
 ‘s

u
re

! 
W

h
y 

n
-?

’ “
 I

 f
el

t 
su

d
d

en
 f

ea
r.

T
h

is
 w

as
 n

o
t 

so
m

eo
n

e 
to

 t
ak

e 
lib

er
tie

s 
w

ith
. 

I 
tr

ie
d 

to
 s

h
u

t 
up

M
o

rt
e. “M

o
rt

e,
 b

e 
q

ui
et

. 
R

av
el

, 
I…

”
“ 

‘B
e 

q
u

ie
t?

!’ 
“ 

M
o

rt
e 

cl
ac

ke
d

 h
is

 t
ee

th
. 

“L
ik

e 
th

e 
h

el
ls

 I
w

ill
! 

I 
th

in
k 

w
e'

ve
 l

is
te

n
ed

 t
o

 t
h

is
 c

ro
n

e 
ra

tt
le

 h
er

 b
on

e-
bo

x
en

o
u

gh
, 

an
d 

no
w

 s
h

e’
s 

go
t 

so
m

e 
p

ai
r 

o
f 

st
o

n
es

, 
sa

yi
n

g 
I 

h
av

en
’t

go
t 

an
y 

sk
in

! 
S

o
 W

H
A

T
 i

f 
I 

d
o

n
’t?

! 
O

b
vi

o
u

sl
y 

th
e 

fa
ct

 SH
E
 h

as
sk

in
 h

as
 d

on
e 

w
o

n
d

er
s 

fo
r HE

R
 l

o
o

ks
! 

D
o

es
 s

h
e 

th
in

k 
I li
ke

b
ei

n
g 

N
A

K
E

D
 a

ll 
th

e 
tim

e?
 A

n
d

 an
ot

he
r 

th
in

g—
” 

F
o

rt
un

at
el

y,
R

av
el

 c
h

o
se

 t
o

 ig
n

o
re

 h
im

, 
m

o
vi

n
g 

o
n

 t
o

 h
er

 n
ex

t 
vi

ct
im

.
“T

h
e 

su
cc

u
b

u
s…

” 
R

av
el

 s
q

u
in

te
d

. 
“D

id
 s

h
e 

h
av

e 
a 

ch
o

ic
e?

M
ay

h
ap

 i
n

 h
er

 s
m

o
o

th
-s

ki
n

n
ed

 m
in

d
 o

f 
so

ft 
si

lk
s 

an
d

 h
ar

d
tr

u
th

s,
 M

A
Y

B
E
 

ch
o

ic
e…

 
tc

h
h

h
. 

B
u

t 
n

o.
 

A
 

S
en

sa
te

 
M

U
ST

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 a
ll,

 a
n

d
 t

o
 r

ef
u

se
 t

o
 c

o
m

e 
—

 
N

O
T
 a

 S
en

sa
te

 w
o

u
ld

yo
u

 b
e.

 S
til

l n
o

 c
ho

ic
e!

”
“T

h
e 

ti
ef

li
ng

. T
h

e 
FI

E
R

Y
 o

n
e.

” 
R

av
el

 c
ac

kl
ed

 s
o

ftl
y,

 a
n

d
 h

er
e

ye
s 

ki
n

d
le

d
, 

as
 i

f 
am

u
se

d
. 

“N
o

 c
h

o
ic

e.
 A

t.
 A

ll.
 W

h
en

 y
o

u
 

fe
el

in
st

ea
d

 o
f th

in
k,

 th
er

e 
is

 li
tt

le
 r

o
o

m
 f

o
r 

ch
o

ic
e.

” 
A

n
n

ah
 m

ad
e 

n
o

re
sp

o
n

se
 —

 R
av

el
’s

 m
er

e 
p

re
se

n
ce

 s
ee

m
ed

 t
o

 h
av

e 
si

le
n

ce
d

 h
er

.
H

er
 t

ai
l 

h
ad

 s
to

pp
ed

 f
lic

ki
n

g,
 h

o
w

ev
er

, 
an

d
 h

er
 e

ye
s 

h
ad

 l
o

st
th

ei
r 

h
ar

d
 e

d
ge

. 
I 

n
ee

d
ed

 t
o 

ge
t 

R
av

el
’s

 a
tt

en
tio

n
 b

ac
k 

to
 m

e.
“E

n
o

u
gh

 w
ith

 t
h

is
, 

R
av

el
. 

W
h

at
 o

th
er

 q
u

es
tio

n
s 

d
id

 y
o

u
h

av
e?

”
“S

h
h

hh
hh

…
 t

h
er

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
tim

e 
en

o
u

gh
 f

o
r 

yo
u

 t
o

 s
p

ea
k,

 m
y

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

m
an

.”
 R

av
el

 t
ap

p
ed

 a
 t

al
on

 a
ga

in
st

 o
n

e 
o

f 
h

er
 y

el
lo

w
ed

tu
sk

s.
 “

T
h

is
 q

u
es

tio
n

 n
ex

t:
 W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 f

ee
l f

o
r 

th
es

e 
th

at
 h

av
e

co
m

e 
w

ith
 y

o
u

? 
D

o
 t

h
ey

 
M

A
T

T
E

R
 i

n
 y

o
u

r 
h

ea
rt

?”
 S

h
e 

sm
ile

d
,

b
la

ck
 v

ei
n

s 
d

an
ci

n
g 

in
 h

er
 e

ye
s.

 “
O

r 
ar

e 
th

ey
 

T
O

O
L

S 
fo

r 
yo

u
r

w
ill

?” “T
h

e
y 

m
at

te
r 

to
 m

e,
 a

n
d

 t
h

at
 i

s 
al

l 
th

e 
an

sw
er

 y
o

u
 n

ee
d

.
A

sk
 y

o
u

r 
n

ex
t 

q
u

es
tio

n
.”

“E
ve

n
 t

h
e 

gi
th

?”
 R

av
el

’s
 e

m
b

er
 g

az
e 

fe
ll 

o
n

 D
ak

'k
o

n
, 

th
en

sl
id

 o
ff 

to
 l

o
ck

 w
ith

 m
y 

e
ye

s 
a

ga
in

. 
“S

p
ea

k 
w

h
at

 h
e 

m
ea

n
s 

to
yo

u
, 

an
d

 s
ay

 it
 t

ru
e,

 o
r bl
an

ke
ti

ng
 m

y 
ga

rd
en

 h
e 

w
ill

 b
e.

”
“H

e 
is

 m
y 

al
ly

. 
I k

no
w

 h
im

. 
H

e 
is

 m
y 

fr
ie

n
d

.”
“A

h
…

” 
R

a
ve

l 
n

o
d

d
ed

…
 t

h
en

 s
h

e 
sm

ile
d

 a
ga

in
, 

h
er

 t
al

on
s

ta
p

p
in

g 
ag

ai
n

st
 e

ac
h

 o
th

er
. 

“W
h

at
 o

f 
th

e 
sk

u
ll?

” 
A

ga
in

, 
R

av
el

X
ac

ha
ri

ah
, P

ar
t I

11
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F
el

l 
re

pe
at

ed
 w

ha
t 

he
 h

ad
 s

ai
d 

be
fo

re
, 

th
at

 o
ne

 t
at

to
o 

sp
ok

e
of

 a
 t

im
e 

w
he

n 
m

y 
pa

th
 w

as
 s

ha
re

d 
by

 f
ou

r 
ot

he
rs

. 
D

ak
’k

on
,

ra
th

er
 

th
an

 
tr

an
sl

ak
in

g,
 

re
m

ai
ne

d 
si

le
nt

. 
W

he
n 

I 
pr

es
se

d
D

ak
’k

on
, 

al
l 

he
 w

ou
ld

 s
ay

 w
as

 t
ha

t 
Fe

ll
 s

ai
d 

th
e 

ar
m

 w
as

 m
in

e,
th

e 
ta

tt
oo

s 
hi

s.
I 

pr
es

se
d 

D
ak

’k
on

, 
as

ki
ng

 i
f 

he
 h

ad
 s

ai
d 

an
yt

hi
ng

 e
ls

e.
D

ak
'k

o
n

 w
as

 s
ile

n
t 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t…

 a
n

d
 s

ud
d

en
ly

, 
in

st
in

ct
iv

el
y,

I 
kn

ew
 D

a
k'

ko
n

 w
as

 ly
in

g 
to

 m
e.

 H
e 

co
n

tin
u

ed
 o

n
 w

ith
 a

 d
ea

d
-

le
ve

l t
o

n
e.

“T
h

e 
re

st
 o

f t
h

e 
sy

m
b

o
ls

 a
re

 n
o

t 
kn

ow
n 

to
 m

e.
”

F
o

r 
D

ak
'k

o
n

 t
o

 li
e 

to
 m

e 
h

u
rt

. 
I 

h
ad

 t
h

ou
gh

t 
I 

w
as

 g
et

tin
g 

to
kn

o
w

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
o

f 
h

im
, 

o
f 

th
e 

h
o

no
ra

bl
e 

w
a

ys
 o

f 
th

e 
gi

th
ze

ra
i;

m
o

re
, 

I 
h

ad
 t

ru
st

ed
 h

im
. 

I 
sa

w
 t

h
is

 a
s 

a 
b

et
ra

ya
l, 

an
d

 a
sk

ed
,

b
lu

n
tly

, 
w

h
y 

h
e 

w
as

 l
yi

n
g 

to
 m

e.
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 f
el

l 
si

le
n

t 
ag

ai
n

; 
h

e
d

id
 

n
ot

 
tu

rn
 

to
 

lo
o

k 
at

 
m

e 
—

 
h

e 
se

e
m

ed
 

to
 

b
e 

st
ar

in
g 

at
so

m
et

h
in

g 
le

ag
u

es
 a

w
a

y.
“T

h
e 

sy
m

b
o

ls
…

 t
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
 g

oo
d 

in
 

kn
ow

in
g 

th
e 

an
sw

er
 t

o
w

h
at

 y
o

u
 a

sk
.”

“S
in

ce
 w

h
en

 h
as

 no
t 

kn
o

w
in

g 
th

e 
tr

u
th

 o
f 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

ev
er

re
al

ly
 h

el
p

ed
 a

n
yo

n
e,

 D
ak

'k
o

n
? 

T
h

e 
co

u
n

se
lo

r 
w

h
o

 c
ou

n
ci

ls
ig

n
o

ra
n

ce
 b

et
ra

ys
 h

is
 s

ta
tio

n
.”

“T
h

er
e 

is
 t

ru
th

 in
 y

o
u

r 
w

o
rd

s.
 T

h
at

 t
ru

th
…

 s
ho

ul
d

 b
e 

kn
ow

n
to

 m
e.

” 
D

ak
'k

o
n

 w
as

 s
ile

n
t 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
 h

e 
tu

rn
ed

 t
o 

m
e,

h
is

 
ey

e
s 

h
ar

d
en

ed
. 

“T
h

e 
sy

m
b

o
ls

 
sp

ea
k 

o
f 

fo
u

r 
yo

u
 

h
av

e
tr

av
el

ed
 w

ith
 in

 t
h

e 
p

as
t.

”
T

h
e 

sy
m

b
o

ls
 s

w
ir

lin
g 

ab
o

ut
 F

el
l f

o
rm

ed
 a

 p
at

te
rn

 I
 h

ad
 s

ee
n

b
ef

o
re

, 
d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
th

e 
fo

u
r 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 t

ra
ve

lle
d

 w
ith

 m
e.

 D
a

k'
ko

n
,

h
o

w
ev

er
, 

co
n

tin
u

ed
 w

ith
o

ut
 lo

o
ki

n
g 

at
 F

el
l.

“T
h

e 
ta

tt
o

o
 s

p
ea

ks
 o

f 
fo

u
r 

m
in

d
s.

 O
n

e 
w

as
 a

 w
o

m
an

, 
w

h
o

lo
ve

d
 a

 m
an

 w
h

o
 kn

ew
 h

er
 a

n
d

 kn
ew

 n
ot

 l
o

ve
. 

T
h

e 
o

th
er

 w
as

 a
b

lin
d

 m
an

, 
w

h
o

 s
aw

 t
h

in
gs

 n
o

 m
o

rt
al

 e
ye

 c
o

u
ld

 s
ee

. 
A

n
o

th
er

w
a

s 
a 

fa
m

ili
ar

, 
a 

m
a

ge
’s

 p
et

, 
b

ou
gh

t 
an

d
 b

o
un

d.
 A

n
d

 t
h

e 
la

st
w

a
s 

a 
sl

av
e.

”
“W

h
y 

d
id

 y
o

u
 n

o
t w

an
t 

to
 t

el
l m

e 
th

is
?”

“T
h

e 
fo

u
r 

ar
e 

b
ou

nd
 w

ith
 a

 s
ym

b
o

l t
h

at
 is

 
kn

ow
n 

to
 m

e.
” 

A
sy

m
b

o
l 

o
f 

to
rm

en
t 

h
ad

 a
pp

ea
re

d
 a

b
o

ve
 F

el
l, 

w
h

ic
h

 D
ak

'k
o

n
el

ab
o

ra
te

d
 o

n
, 

“T
h

e 
sy

m
b

o
l 

is
 t

o
rm

en
t.

 H
e 

sa
ys

 t
h

at
 y

o
u

 h
av

e
al

w
a

ys
 w

o
rn

 it
, 

fo
r 

th
e 

fle
sh

 
kn

ow
s 

th
at

 it
 s

u
ffe

rs
, 

e
ve

n
 w

h
en

 t
h

e
m

in
d

 d
o

es
 n

o
t.

”
D

ak
'k

o
n

 r
ef

u
se

d
 t

o
 s

ay
 a

n
y 

m
o

re
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

fo
u

r,
 a

t 
le

as
t 

no
t

in
 fr

o
n

t o
f t

h
o

se
 I

 h
ad

n
’t 

ch
o

se
n

 a
s 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s.
I 

co
n

su
lte

d
 w

ith
 F

el
l 

to
 p

u
rc

h
as

e 
so

m
e 

ta
tt

o
o

s,
 b

u
t 

A
n

n
ah

w
a

s 
st

ill
 v

er
y 

n
er

vo
u

s,
 h

er
 e

ye
s 

d
ar

tin
g 

ab
o

u
t 

as
 if

 e
xp

ec
tin

g 
th

e
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achariah, P
art I

L
ady to break through a w

all at any m
om

ent, so I cut m
y

bargaining short.

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art I
339

R
avel’s b

lack-vein
ed

 e
yes to

o
k o

n
 a cu

riou
s glea

m
. “T

h
e tim

e
fo

r M
Y

 q
u

estion
s is n

o
w

, h
alf-m

an
. K

n
o

w
 th

is and
 kn

o
w

 R
avel’s

law
: 

if 
yo

u
 

d
o 

no
t 

an
sw

er 
m

y 
q

u
estio

n
s, n

o 
m

o
re 

o
f 

your
q

u
estion

s w
ill I an

sw
er, m

y p
recio

u
s m

an
. S

tep
 a-ligh

tly w
ith

th
e an

sw
ers, o

r th
e askin

g sh
all 

T
E

A
R yo

u
 ap

art…
”

“Y
o

u
r ru

les are fair. A
sk yo

u
r qu

estio
n

s, R
avel.”

“I w
o

u
ld

 kn
o

w
 w

hy yo
u

 traveled
 h

ere w
ith

 th
ese o

th
ers…

kn
o

w
 n

o
t th

e p
lace th

ey w
ere travelin

g to
?”

“O
f co

u
rse th

e
y kn

e
w

. W
h

o
 w

o
u

ld
 

not w
an

t to
 travel h

ere to
m

eet w
ith

 yo
u

, b
eau

tifu
l R

avel? F
ew

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ities do
es life

p
ro

vid
e fo

r su
ch a m

eetin
g. T

h
e

y w
ish

ed
 to

 see if th
e tales o

f
yo

u
r p

o
w

er an
d

 b
eau

ty w
ere tru

e…
 as I kn

ew
 th

e
m

 to
 b

e.”
R

avel stared
 at m

e fo
r a m

o
m

en
t in

 silen
ce, th

en h
er face

sp
lit 

in
to 

a 
ho

rren
do

u
s 

grin
, 

h
er 

ro
w

 
o

f 
yello

w
ed

 
fan

gs
glisten

in
g in

 th
e fain

t ligh
t o

f h
er eye

s. “A
h

h
h

h
…

 m
y p

recio
u

s
m

an
, yo

u
 carry only w

o
rd

s…
” A

 b
lackish

 to
n

gu
e d

arted
 fro

m
h

er p
u

rp
le lip

s, and
 ro

lled
 aro

un
d

 th
e rim

 o
f h

er m
o

u
th

, as if in
an

ticip
ation

 o
f a m

eal. “…
b

u
t yo

u
 are 

W
E

L
L arm

ed
, in

d
eed

…
”

S
h

e no
dd

ed
 slo

w
ly, an

d
 h

er grin
 fad

ed
. “A

n
d

 th
ey travel w

ith
yo

u
 w

illin
gly?

”
“T

h
e

y ch
o

se to
 w

alk m
y p

ath
 w

ith
 m

e. A
s I said

, w
h

o
w

o
u

ld
n

’t w
a—

”
“C

hose? A
h

h
…

 a d
an

gero
u

s w
o

rd
. Is it so

?” R
avel th

rew
 a

b
lack-vein

ed
 glan

ce at D
ak'ko

n
, h

er vo
ice like an

 arro
w

.
“Is it choice, gith

? Is it? O
r is it a m

atter o
f tw

o
 skies?”

D
ak'ko

n
’s b

lad
e bled

 in
to a vicio

u
s d

ead
 b

lack, m
irro

rin
g h

is
e

yes…
 an

d
 to

 m
y su

rp
rise, th

e 
karach ed

ge silen
tly sp

lit in
to

jagged
 fan

gs. I felt an
ger; I w

a
s th

e o
n

e w
h

o
 h

ad
 co

m
e to

q
u

estion
 h

er. 
I 

w
as 

th
e 

o
n

e 
w

ith
 

w
h

o
m

 
sh

e 
h

ad
 

m
ad

e 
h

er
b

argain
.

“R
avel…

 lea
ve h

im
 b

e. I w
ill an

sw
er yo

u
r q

u
estion

s, no
t

th
em

.” R
a

vel ign
o

red
 m

e.
“W

h
at o

f th
e co

g-b
o

x?” R
avel tu

rn
ed

 to N
o

rdo
m

, sn
eerin

g.
“W

h
at d

o
es IT kn

o
w

 o
f choice?” S

h
e sn

ap
p

ed
 h

er fin
gers, like

th
e so

un
d o

f crackin
g b

o
n

e. “T
h

ere is o
nly o

b
ey an

d
 o

b
ey,

h
m

n
n

n
?” N

o
rdo

m
’s e

yes 
kliked as h

e regard
ed

 h
er.

“Q
u

ery: 
W

h
at 

d
o

es 
N

o
rdo

m
 

d
efin

e 
/ch

o
ice/? 

D
e

fin
e:

C
H

O
IC

E: T
h

e act o
f ch

o
o

sin
g, selection

; th
e righ

t o
r op

po
rtu

n
ity

to
 cho

o
—

” R
avel cast h

er gaze o
n

 M
o

rte, o
verrid

in
g N

o
rdo

m
’s

rep
ly.“S

ku
ll, sku

ll, sku
ll…

” R
avel clicked

 h
er to

n
gu

e after each
w

o
rd

, an
d

 h
er sm

ile w
id

en
ed

. “Y
o

u
r exp

ressio
n

 is d
ifficu

lt to
read

 w
ith

o
u

t th
e skin

 w
rap

p
in

g, b
u

t I feel yo
u

r 
FE

A
R fro

m
 h

ere.



33
8

R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

ho
rr

id
 c

la
ck

in
g 

n
o

is
e.

 “
O

n
e 

so
 b

ra
ve

, 
so

 p
as

si
o

n
at

e,
 s

o
 t

er
rib

ly
lo

st
, 

sa
d

, s
ad

.”
“A

 p
u

zz
le

 o
f 

b
o

n
e 

an
d

 s
ki

n 
w

er
e 

yo
u

, 
al

w
a

ys
, 

in
tr

ig
u

in
g,

an
d

 
th

e 
m

o
st

 
b

el
o

ve
d

 
o

f 
al

l 
w

h
o

 
ca

m
e 

to
 

m
e,

 
p

et
iti

on
in

g,
re

q
u

es
tin

g,
 

p
le

ad
in

g…
 

p
le

as
in

g?
 

P
le

ad
in

g 
fo

r 
h

el
p.

” 
R

av
el

st
ar

ed
 h

ar
d

 a
t 

m
e,

 h
er

 b
la

ck
-v

ei
n

ed
 e

m
b

er
 e

ye
s 

n
ar

ro
w

in
g.

 “
S

o
ha

rd
 t

o
 s

ee
 a

-p
as

t 
th

e 
sc

ar
s,

 t
o

 d
ig

 u
p

 t
h

e 
m

an
-w

h
o

-o
n

ce
-w

as
u

n
d

er
n

ea
th

…
”

“R
av

el
, 

ca
n

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
an

yt
h

in
g 

ab
o

u
t w

h
o

 I
 o

n
ce

 w
as

?
”

“A
 s

h
ad

o
w

 w
ith

 s
u

b
st

an
ce

, 
a-

se
ek

in
g 

th
at

 w
h

ic
h

 c
as

ts
 t

h
e

lig
h

t.
 I

 k
no

w
 y

o
u

 m
o

re
 a

n
d

 n
o

…
 k

n
o

w
…

” 
R

av
el

 p
au

se
d

, 
h

er
e

ye
s 

d
im

m
in

g.
 “

N
o

 m
o

re
 t

h
an

 I
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
e 

n
at

u
re

 o
f 

A
N

Y
 m

an
.

C
ro

ss
ed

 p
as

ts
 h

av
e 

w
e…

 a
 

m
an

 t
ai

n
te

d
 w

ith
 u

n
-d

ea
th

, 
st

ill
fe

el
in

g 
th

e 
p

an
gs

 o
f 

se
p

ar
at

io
n,

 a
nd

 a
n

 o
ld

 w
ith

er
ed

 c
ro

n
e,

 n
o

w
al

l-
im

p
ri

so
n

ed
. 

S
ee

m
s 

it 
th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
a-

m
e

et
in

g 
fo

r 
th

e 
fir

st
tim

e
? 

N
o

, 
n

o,
 n

o
t, 

no
t…

 k
no

t?
” 

R
av

el
 s

ee
m

ed
 c

o
n

fu
se

d
 f

o
r 

a
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
 s

hu
dd

er
ed

, 
as

 i
f 

th
ro

w
in

g 
o

ff 
a 

w
ei

gh
t.

 “
K

n
o

t 
at

al
l. 

A
n

 e
ch

o
 o

f 
a 

fu
tu

re
 m

ee
tin

g 
th

is
 i

s…
 o

r 
a 

p
as

t 
m

ee
tin

g,
d

ep
en

di
n

g 
on

 w
h

ic
h

 w
a

y 
tim

e 
is

 f
ac

in
g.

”
“S

o
 t

hi
s…

 t
h

is
 m

ee
tin

g 
ec

h
o

es
 a

 m
e

et
in

g 
in

 t
h

e 
p

as
t?

”
“T

h
e 

n
o

w
 a

n
d

 t
h

en
 —

 v
er

y…
 s

im
ila

r?
 S

o
 t

an
gl

ed
 t

h
e 

n
o

w
-

an
d

-t
h

en
 i

s,
 b

o
th

 m
irr

o
re

d
 i

n
 e

ac
h

 o
th

er
…

 o
n

ce
 a

n
d 

ag
ai

n
, 

yo
u

co
m

e 
a-

fo
re

 m
e 

w
ith

 a
 p

ro
b

le
m

, 
to

 c
h

al
le

n
ge

 m
e 

fo
r 

a 
so

lu
tio

n
to

 a
n

 IM
PO

SS
IB

IL
IT

Y
.”

 R
a

ve
l 

h
is

se
d

 a
t 

m
e,

 a
n

d
 h

er
 e

ye
s 

b
la

ze
d

.
“B

ea
u

tif
u

l, 
un

gr
at

ef
ul

, b
el

o
ve

d
 m

an
!”

“W
h

at
 w

as
 t

h
is

 i
m

p
o

ss
ib

ili
ty

 I
 a

sk
ed

 y
o

u
 t

o
 s

o
lv

e?
” 

R
av

el
d

id
n

’t 
se

em
 t

o
 h

av
e 

h
ea

rd
 m

e 
—

 s
h

e 
st

ill
 s

ee
m

ed
 t

o
 b

e 
in

 t
h

e
p

as
t,

 fo
r 

h
er

 e
ye

s 
d

im
m

ed
, 

as
 if

 lo
o

ki
n

g 
fa

r 
a

w
a

y.
“S

u
ch

 
fir

e 
in

 
yo

u
r 

ey
es

, 
en

o
u

gh
 

to
 

st
ir 

a 
G

ra
y 

La
d

y’
s

h
ea

rt
…

 p
as

si
o

n 
to

 b
e 

fr
ee

, 
b

u
t 

w
h

en
 f

re
ed

, 
th

e 
fir

e 
in

 y
o

u
r 

ey
es

gu
tt

er
ed

 
o

ut
. 

W
ith

 
th

e 
se

p
ar

at
io

n
, 

yo
u

r 
lif

e 
h

as
 

sh
ed

 
al

l
m

ea
n

in
g,

 I
 f

ea
r.

” 
R

a
ve

l 
sm

ile
d

 w
ith

 h
er

 y
el

lo
w

ed
 f

an
gs

, 
th

en
cl

ic
ke

d 
th

em
 t

o
ge

th
er

, 
as

 i
f 

la
u

gh
in

g.
 “

M
a

yh
ap

 y
o

u
 s

h
o

ul
d

 s
it

o
n

 y
o

u
r 

h
in

d
 le

gs
 a

n
d

 li
m

p
 y

o
u

r 
fo

re
p

aw
s 

—
 m

a
yh

ap
 R

av
el

 w
ill

gi
ve

 y
o

u
 a

 a
n

o
th

er
 s

cr
ap

 o
f k

n
o

w
in

g.
”

“I
 w

ill
 n

o
t 

be
g 

fo
r 

yo
u

r 
ai

d
, 

R
av

el
. 

I 
w

ill
 a

sk
, 

n
o

th
in

g
m

o
re

.”
“A

s 
it 

ev
er

 w
as

 f
o

r 
yo

u
, 

yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
b

en
d

 y
o

u
r 

kn
ee

 t
o

m
e,

 m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

m
an

.”
“R

av
el

, 
I 

h
av

e 
m

an
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

I 
w

is
h

 t
o

 a
sk

 y
o

u
…

”
“O

h
, 

M
O

R
E
 q

u
es

tio
n

s 
d

o
 y

o
u

 h
av

e?
” 

R
a

ve
l 

cr
o

o
n

ed
 s

o
ftl

y,
b

u
t 

th
er

e 
w

as
 a

n
 e

d
ge

 t
o

 i
t,

 a
s 

if 
sh

e 
w

as
 r

ep
ri

m
an

d
in

g 
m

e.
“T

ch
h

h
-t

cc
h

h
h

. 
B

u
t 

yo
u

 
h

av
e 

al
re

ad
y 

as
ke

d
 

so
oo

o 
m

an
y.

”

D
ak

’k
o

n
, 

P
ar

t 
II

1
1

5

D
A

K
’K

O
N

, P
A

R
T

 II

I 
he

ad
ed

 b
ac

k 
to

 t
he

 M
or

tu
ar

y,
 s

to
pp

in
g 

to
 e

nt
er

 a
 m

au
so

le
um

ne
ar

 t
he

re
 t

ha
t 

ap
pe

ar
ed

 t
o 

ha
ve

 h
ad

 n
o 

m
ou

rn
er

s,
 o

r 
ot

he
r

vi
si

to
rs

 b
ey

on
d 

ra
ts

, 
fo

r 
ag

es
. 

W
he

n 
w

e 
en

te
re

d,
 I

 t
ur

ne
d 

to
D

ak
'k

o
n

, 
to

 c
o

n
tin

u
e 

th
e 

d
is

cu
ss

io
n 

w
e 

h
ad

 s
ta

rt
ed

 i
n 

F
el

l’s
T

at
to

o
 P

ar
lo

r.
“W

h
en

 F
el

l 
w

as
 d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
th

e 
ta

tt
oo

 o
n

 m
y 

ar
m

, 
yo

u
 s

ai
d

yo
u

 k
n

e
w

 t
h

e 
sy

m
b

o
ls

, 
th

ey
 s

p
o

ke
 o

f f
o

u
r 

w
h

o
 t

ra
ve

le
d

 w
ith

 m
e

in
 th

e 
p

as
t.

 W
h

at
 c

an
 y

o
u

 t
el

l m
e 

o
f t

h
e 

fo
u

r?
”

“T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 w

as
 y

o
u

n
g.

 S
h

e 
w

o
rs

h
ip

p
ed

 t
im

e,
 f

o
r 

in
 h

er
b

lo
o

d
, 

sh
e k

ne
w

 o
f 

th
in

gs
 t

o 
co

m
e.

 T
h

e 
ar

ch
er

 w
as

 a
 b

lin
d

 m
an

,
an

d
 h

e 
co

u
ld

 s
ee

 t
h

in
gs

 t
h

at
 n

o
 o

th
er

 o
n

e 
co

u
ld

 s
ee

. 
T

h
e 

p
at

h 
o

f
h

is
 a

rr
o

w
s 

al
w

a
ys

 le
d

 t
o

 t
h

e 
h

ea
rt

 o
f 

an
 e

n
em

y.
 T

h
e 

fa
m

ili
ar

 a
n

d
th

e 
sl

av
e 

I kn
ow

 li
ttl

e 
o

f.”
“S

ee
 t

h
in

gs
 t

o
 c

o
m

e?
 T

h
e 

w
o

m
an

’s
 n

am
e 

w
as

n
’t 

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

,
w

a
s 

it?
”

“K
no

w
 th

at
 D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
 w

as
 t

h
e 

n
am

e 
sh

e 
ca

rr
ie

d
.”

“W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 o
f t

h
e 

ar
ch

er
?”

“I
 k

no
w

 l
itt

le
 o

f 
h

im
. 

I 
kn

ow
 h

e 
w

as
 a

 s
o

ld
ie

r.
 I

 kn
ow

 t
h

at
al

co
h

o
l 

h
ad

 t
ak

en
 a

 p
o

rt
io

n
 o

f 
h

is
 l

ife
. 

In
 b

lin
dn

es
s,

 h
e 

h
ad

co
m

e 
to

 kn
ow

 a
 d

iff
er

en
t 

si
gh

t. 
In

 kn
ow

in
g 

th
is

, 
h

e 
h

ad
 b

ec
o

m
e

st
ro

n
g.

 Y
et

 h
e 

d
id

 n
o

t kn
ow

 h
is

 o
w

n
 s

tr
en

gt
h.

”
I 

as
ke

d
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 w
h

at
 h

is
 n

am
e 

w
a

s,
 b

u
t 

b
ef

o
re

 D
ak

'k
o

n
co

u
ld

 
re

sp
on

d
, 

I 
su

d
d

en
ly

 kn
ew

 
th

e 
an

sw
er

. 
T

h
er

e 
w

as
 

a
cr

a
w

lin
g 

se
n

sa
tio

n
 i

n
 t

h
e 

b
ac

k 
o

f 
m

y 
sk

u
ll,

 a
n

d
 I

 f
el

t 
th

e 
n

am
e

su
rf

ac
in

g,
 a

s 
if 

fr
o

m
 b

en
ea

th
 a

 g
re

at
 m

u
d

d
y 

o
ce

an
.

I 
sa

id
, 

so
ftl

y 
to

 m
ys

el
f, 

“H
is

 n
a

m
e 

w
as

 
X

ac
ha

ri
ah

…
 h

e 
w

as
b

lin
d

, 
b

u
t 

in
 

b
lin

dn
es

s,
 

h
e 

h
ad

 
ga

in
ed

 
a 

se
co

n
d

 
si

gh
t 

th
at

al
lo

w
ed

 h
im

 t
o

 s
ee

 t
h

in
gs

 h
id

d
en

 t
o 

o
th

er
s.

 H
e 

w
as

 a
n

 a
rc

h
er

,
an

d
 

w
h

er
e 

h
is

 
ar

ro
w

s 
fle

w
, 

th
e

y 
fo

u
n

d
 

th
e 

h
ea

rt
s 

o
f 

th
ei

r
ta

rg
et

s.
” 

D
a

k'
ko

n
, 

m
ea

n
w

h
ile

, 
re

p
lie

d
 to

 m
y 

q
u

es
tio

n.
“K

no
w

 t
h

at
 X

ac
h

ar
ia

h
 w

as
 t

h
e 

n
am

e 
h

e 
ca

rr
ie

d
. 

A
n

d
 

kn
ow

th
at

 h
is

 n
am

e 
p

ie
rc

ed
 t

h
e 

h
ea

rt
 o

f m
an

y 
en

e
m

ie
s.

”
“D

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

y 
I 

w
as

 t
ra

ve
lli

n
g 

w
ith

 t
h

es
e 

fo
u

r?
”

“T
h

e 
ta

tt
o

o
 s

p
ea

ks
 n

o
th

in
g 

o
f 

th
ei

r 
p

at
h

, 
o

n
ly

 t
h

e 
sy

m
b

o
l

th
at

 b
o

un
d 

th
em

. K
no

w
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
p

at
h 

m
a

y 
h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 

kn
ow

n 
to

o
n

ly
 y

o
u

.”
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ak’ko
n

, P
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I th
ou

gh
t b

ack to
 th

e tw
o

 o
f th

e fo
u

r h
e h

ad
 n

o
t m

en
tio

n
ed

,
th

e fa
m

iliar an
d

 th
e slave. I gu

essed
 M

o
rte m

u
st b

e th
e fa

m
iliar.

“A
n

d
 

w
h

ich
 

o
f 

th
em

 
w

as 
yo

u
, 

D
ak'ko

n
? 

W
ere 

yo
u

 
th

e
slave?

” D
ak'ko

n
 w

as silen
t fo

r a m
o

m
en

t, an
d th

e su
rface o

f h
is

b
lad

e sw
a

m
, as if in

 tu
rm

o
il.

“K
now

 th
at th

is on
e o

w
ed

 yo
u

 a service. In
 o

w
in

g th
is to

yo
u

, it b
ecam

e a
s slavery.”

“H
o

w
 d

id
 th

is co
m

e to
 b

e?”
“K

now
 th

e tale is lon
g. T

h
e m

atter is b
etw

een
 m

e an
d

 th
e

o
th

er th
at w

as o
n

ce yo
u

. 
K

now
 th

at if yo
u

 h
ear it, know

 it sh
all

b
e a lon

g tale.”
“U

p
o

n
 th

e rollin
g P

lan
e o

f Lim
b

o
, th

e P
eop

le sh
ap

e cities
fro

m
 th

e ch
ao

s w
ith

 th
eir th

ou
gh

ts. 
K

now
 th

at th
ere is no

 p
lace

fo
r a d

ivid
ed

 m
in

d
.” D

ak'ko
n

 raised
 th

e b
lad

e fro
m

 h
is sh

o
uld

er
an

d
 h

eld
 it b

efo
re h

im
. A

s h
e stared

 at it, it 
sharpened un

til it
w

a
s alm

o
st as th

in
 as a piece o

f p
ap

er.
“A

 d
ivid

ed
 m

in
d

 is an
 un

fo
cu

sed
 m

in
d

. A
 d

ivid
ed

 m
in

d
fra

ctu
res 

w
alls 

an
d

 
w

eaken
s 

sto
n

e.” 
A

s 
D

ak'ko
n

 
sp

o
ke, 

th
e

ed
ges o

f th
e b

lad
e co

rrod
ed

 sligh
tly, th

e m
etal 

m
istin

g an
d

m
eltin

g alo
n

g th
e ed

ges. “M
an

y d
ivid

ed
 m

in
d

s m
a

y 
destroy a

city.”“Lo
n

g h
ave I know

n th
e w

o
rd

s o
f Z

erth
im

o
n

. T
h

rou
gh

 m
y

vo
ice, m

an
y h

ave co
m

e to
 

know
 th

e w
o

rd
s o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
. T

h
e

zerth p
ro

tect th
e co

m
m

u
n

ity fro
m

 all th
reats, w

h
eth

er to
 th

e
b

o
d

y o
r th

e m
in

d
. T

h
ey are th

e gu
id

in
g sto

n
es in

 th
e ch

ao
s. S

o
 it

ca
m

e to
 p

ass 
th

at 
I 

spo
ke 

th
e 

w
o

rd
s 

o
f 

Z
erth

im
o

n
 

w
ith

ou
t

know
ing th

e w
o

rd
s o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
. It cam

e to
 p

ass th
at I no

lo
n

ger knew
 m

yself.”
“S

o
…

 yo
u

 d
ou

bted
 th

e w
o

rd
s?”

“N
o

.” D
ak'ko

n
’s vo

ice w
as ed

ged
, an

d
 h

is b
lad

e 
sharpened

in
 resp

on
se. “I knew

 th
e w

o
rd

s. Y
et it cam

e in
to

 m
y h

eart th
at

p
erh

ap
s oth

ers did
 n

o
t 

know
 th

e w
o

rd
s as Z

erth
im

o
n

 
knew

 th
em

.
A

n
d

 so
 d

ivision
 fo

rm
ed

. A
s m

y m
in

d
 b

ecam
e as tw

o
, as m

y
m

in
d

 b
eca

m
e d

ivid
ed

, tho
se th

at loo
ked

 to m
e as a gu

id
in

g
sto

n
e b

ecam
e d

ivid
ed

. M
an

y sco
res o

f gith
zerai, m

an
y 

h
u

n
d

red
s

o
f sco

res o
f gith

zerai…
 d

o
u

b
ted

. S
h

ra'kt'lo
r d

ied
 th

at d
ay.”

“T
h

e en
e

m
ies o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
 ca

m
e. 
K

now
 th

at th
eir h

atred
 o

f
h

is w
o

rd
s an

d th
e P

eo
p

le len
t th

eir blad
es stren

gth
. 

K
now

 th
at

th
ey sen

sed
 th

e w
e

aken
ed

 city, an
d

 th
ey b

ro
u

gh
t w

ar w
ith

 th
em

.
M

an
y gith

zerai d
ro

w
n

ed
 in

 th
e ch

ao
s and

 b
en

eath
 th

e b
lad

es o
f

o
u

r en
em

ies.” S
m

all b
ead

s o
f m

etal ap
p

eared
 o

n
 th

e su
rface o

f
th

e b
lad

e, as if it w
as b

listerin
g. “

K
now

 th
is h

ap
p

en
ed

 lo
n

g
ago

.”

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art I
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prove tighter than any chain, no? T
he m

anacles of a race once
en

slaved
, n

o
w

 a slave a
gain

?”
D

ak'ko
n

 w
as silen

t, b
u

t h
is blad

e 
shifted at R

avel’s w
o

rd
s…

th
e b

lad
e d

arken
ed

, th
e ed

ge sh
arp

en
in

g u
ntil th

e 
karach itself

see
m

ed
 to

 carry a h
o

rrib
le m

alevo
len

ce ab
o

u
t it.

“T
h

e co
g-b

o
x…

” R
avel’s gaze d

rifted
 to

 N
o

rd
o

m
. “O

n
ce it

kn
ew

 o
n

ly su
ffe

rin
g

’s definition, but now
 it feels its sting. T

here
is n

o
 ro

o
m

 fo
r ‘2

’ in
 th

e w
o

rld
 o

f 1
’s and

 0
's, n

o p
lace fo

r
‘m

a
yh

ap
’ in

 a ho
u

se o
f tru

es and
 falses, an

d
 no

 ‘green
 w

ith
en

vy’ in
 a b

lack an
d

 w
h

ite w
o

rld
. W

h
en

 it disco
vers h

o
w

 th
e

p
lan

es tu
rn

, w
h

en
 it d

isco
vers th

e 
T

R
U

T
H b

eh
in

d
 lo

yalty an
d

 ill-
lo

gic, m
o

re to
rm

en
ts w

ill it kn
o

w
…

”
“T

h
e ch

atterin
g sku

ll…
” R

avel d
id

n
’t b

o
th

er to even
 loo

k at
M

o
rte, as if h

e w
as b

en
eath

 h
er n

otice. “A
re th

e q
u

ip
s eno

u
gh

 o
f

a sh
ield

 fo
r w

h
at lies b

u
ried

 in
sid

e yo
u

r b
rain

-bo
x, h

m
m

m
?

W
h

y sp
eak tru

th
s w

h
en

 lies su
ffice?”

“T
h

e 
A

b
yssal 

te
m

p
tress…

” 
R

avel 
sn

eered
, 

h
er 

yello
w

ed
fan

gs p
iercin

g h
er p

u
rp

led
 lip

s as sh
e squ

in
ted

 at F
all-F

ro
m

-
G

ra
ce. “A

 skin
 so

 fair, lip
s so

 rich
, eye

s th
at m

igh
t cau

se yo
u

 to
fo

rget R
a

vel h
erself…

 an
d

 yet sh
e su

ffers, m
o

re th
an

 an
y o

th
er.

W
h

en
 o

n
e tu

rn
s o

n th
eir n

atu
re, m

an
y are th

e to
rm

en
ts th

at arise
fro

m
 su

ch
 a b

etrayal.”
“R

avel…
” G

race rep
lied

 so
ftly, alm

o
st cau

tio
u

sly. “I h
ave

co
m

e to
 term

s w
ith

 m
—

”
“Y

o
u

 
L

IE, su
ccu

b
u

s!” R
avel’s lip

s p
eeled

 b
ack in

 a sn
arl.

“Y
o

u
 L

IE! D
o

 n
o

t D
A

R
E lie to

 m
e, w

h
en

 yo
u

r h
eart is a 

B
O

O
K to

m
e

! E
very w

o
rd

 yo
u

 SPIT scream
s o

f yo
u

r to
rm

en
t!”

“A
h

…
” R

a
vel g

estu
red

 at A
n

n
ah

, as if sh
e w

as fo
r sale

u
p

on
 o

n
 au

ction
 blo

ck. “Lo
o

k u
p

on th
e feisty tie

flin
g…

 su
ch

fiery 
h

air 
an

d
 

voice…
” 

R
avel 

sm
iled

, 
b

arin
g 

h
er 

ro
w

s 
o

f
yello

w
ed

 teeth
. “S

h
all I sp

eak o
f 

your to
rm

en
t, tieflin

g?” A
n

n
ah

see
m

ed
 p

aralyzed
, h

er eyes w
id

e as R
a

vel tu
rn

ed
 h

er b
lack-

vein
ed

 gaze to
 h

er. I cou
ld see h

er trem
b

lin
g, h

er h
eart b

eatin
g

fast.“N
o

…
 n

o, I sh
all no

t sp
eak o

f it.” R
avel’s vo

ice d
ro

pp
ed

,
alm

o
st 

in
 

exh
au

stio
n

, 
an

d 
th

e 
sm

ile 
fad

ed
 

fro
m

 
h

er 
face.

“G
ro

w
n

 tired
 o

f cru
elties an

d
 to

rm
en

ts, R
avel h

as…
 th

e w
o

rld
is a-jagged

 en
o

u
gh

 p
l

ace…
” S

h
e turn

ed
 to m

e, h
er b

loo
d

y e
yes

d
im

m
ed

, an
d

 sh
e sigh

ed
.

“A
n

d
 

m
y 

p
recio

u
s, 

p
reciou

s 
h

alf-m
an

…
 

fo
r you, 

th
e

greatest to
rm

en
t o

f all…
 life fo

rever-m
o

re. C
an

 it b
e life a-cares

fo
r yo

u
 as R

avel d
o

es?” S
h

e gn
ash

ed
 h

er yello
w

ed
 tu

sks w
ith

 a
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R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

se
p

ar
at

io
n

…
 b

o
th

 a
 b

le
ss

in
g 

an
d

 a
 m

is
ta

ke
…

 b
u

t 
m

o
re

 m
is

ta
ke

th
an

 b
le

ss
in

g,
 R

av
el

 t
h

in
ks

.”
“Y

o
u

 t
oo

k 
m

y 
m

o
rt

al
ity

? 
H

o
w

?”
“F

o
rg

o
tt

en
 t

h
e 

ho
w

 o
f 

it,
 I

 h
av

e…
 h

av
e 

I?
” 

R
av

el
’s

 g
az

e
d

im
m

ed
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

e 
b

la
ck

 v
ei

n
s 

sw
im

m
in

g 
in

 h
er

 e
ye

s.
“A

n
d

 e
ve

n
 i

f 
I 

a-
m

e
m

b
er

ed
 i

t,
 I

 w
o

u
ld

 n
ev

er
 d

o
 i

t 
tw

ic
e.

 N
o

t
fo

rg
o

tt
en

 t
h

e 
m

o
m

en
t 

h
av

e 
I,

 a
fte

r 
th

e 
br

ea
k,

 a
-s

ee
in

g 
th

e 
p

ai
n

st
re

a
m

 f
ro

m
 y

o
u

r 
ve

in
s,

 y
o

u
r 

cr
ie

s 
lik

e 
a 

w
ai

lin
g 

ch
ild

, 
ev

er
y 

b
it

o
f 

yo
u

r 
b

ei
n

g 
fil

le
d

 w
ith

 em
pt

in
es

s.
 T

er
rib

le
, 

ev
en

 f
o

r 
th

es
e

e
ye

s.
”

“S
o

…
 

th
at

’s
 

w
h

y 
I 

fe
el

 
h

o
llo

w
 

in
si

d
e?

 
B

ec
au

se
 

m
y

m
o

rt
al

ity
 i

s 
go

n
e?

 V
er

y 
w

el
l…

 w
h

at
 a

re
 t

h
es

e 
o

th
er

 t
al

es
 m

y
sk

in
 t

el
ls

?”
“G

re
at

, 
gr

ea
t 

tr
ia

ls
 o

f 
w

ar
…

 m
u

ch
 t

o
o

 m
u

ch
 t

o
 b

e 
bo

rn
 b

y
an

y,
 a

n
y 

m
o

rt
al

 t
h

in
g.

 T
h

is
 w

ar
 t

o
u

ch
es

 
A

L
L
, 

m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

h
al

f-
m

an
. 

T
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
 p

la
ce

 w
h

er
e 

its
 c

ar
es

s 
is

 n
o

t 
fe

lt…
 d

id
 it

 t
ou

ch
yo

u
?”

 R
a

ve
l’s

 v
o

ic
e 

d
ro

p
p

ed
, 

al
m

o
st

 b
itt

er
. 

“T
o

 t
h

is
, 

R
av

el
 s

a
ys

‘a
ye

.’ 
”

“T
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 e

xp
la

in
 t

h
e 

sc
ar

s…
 W

h
at

 a
b

ou
t 

th
e 

b
at

tle
s 

w
ith

fie
n

d
is

h
 e

le
m

en
ts

?
”

“T
w

o
 f

ie
n

d
s 

b
ut

t 
h

ea
d

s…
” 

R
av

el
 s

n
iff

ed
, 

as
 i

f 
in

 c
o

n
te

m
p

t.
“T

h
ei

r 
tin

y 
h

ea
d

s 
fil

le
d

 w
ith

 id
ea

s 
o

f 
h

o
w

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e,
ye

t 
ca

n
 ne

ve
r 

b
e 

o
r 

th
e 

P
la

n
es

 t
h

ey
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
n

o
 l

o
n

ge
r.

 S
u

ch
fo

o
lis

h
n

es
s!

”
“A

 c
re

at
u

re
 t

h
at

 fe
ed

s 
o

n
 o

th
er

s 
fr

o
m

 a
fa

r?
”

“N
o

 b
as

e 
h

un
ge

rs
 d

o
 y

o
u

 f
ee

l, 
b

u
t 

fa
r,

 f
ar

 m
o

re
 t

er
rib

le
 o

n
es

b
o

il 
b

en
ea

th
 y

o
u

r 
sk

in
. 

A
n

d
 

su
ch

 a
 c

o
st

…
 I

 k
no

w
 n

o
t…

 k
no

t?
K

n
o

t 
th

e 
n

at
u

re
 n

o
r 

th
e 

ca
u

se
 o

f 
th

es
e 

h
un

ge
rs

. 
B

u
t 

h
ee

d
 t

hi
s:

C
o

m
in

g 
ev

en
ts

 c
as

t 
th

ei
r sh

ad
ow

s 
be

fo
re

 t
h

em
, 

m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s

h
al

f-
m

an
…

 t
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
 a

-s
ay

in
g 

o
f 

w
h

at
 t

h
es

e 
ev

en
ts

 w
ill

 b
e,

 n
o

t
ev

en
 w

ith
 R

a
ve

l’s
 ey

es
.”

“A
n

d
 t

h
es

e 
to

rm
en

ts
…

 w
h

at
 a

re
 t

h
es

e 
to

rm
en

ts
 y

o
u

 s
p

ea
k

o
f?

” “A
 l

o
d

es
to

n
e 

pu
lls

 i
ro

n
 t

o
 i

t…
 a

n
d 

so
 d

o 
yo

u
, 

m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s

h
al

f-
m

an
, 

b
u

t 
it 

is
 n

o
t 

ir
on

, 
b

u
t 

to
rm

en
te

d
 s

o
ul

s.
 A

s 
o

th
er

s
su

ffe
r,

 t
h

e
y 

ar
e 

d
ra

w
n

 t
o

 y
o

u
, 

an
d

 y
o

u
r 

p
at

h
 b

ec
o

m
es

 t
h

ei
rs

.”
S

h
e 

m
ad

e 
a 

sw
ee

p
in

g 
ge

st
u

re
. 

“D
o

 y
o

u
 n

ot
 s

ee
 t

h
em

 in
 t

h
e 

ey
es

o
f t

h
o

se
 t

h
at

 h
av

e 
tr

av
el

ed
 h

er
e 

w
ith

 y
o

u
?”

“M
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s?
 W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

?”
 A

lth
o

u
gh

 e
ve

n
 a

s 
I

w
a

s 
sa

yi
n

g 
th

e 
w

o
rd

s,
 I

 r
ef

le
ct

ed
 I

 h
ad

 a
lre

ad
y 

fo
u

n
d

 t
ro

ub
lin

g
si

d
es

 t
o

 a
ll 

th
o

se
 s

h
ar

ed
 m

y 
p

at
h

.
“D

o
 

yo
u 

w
is

h
 t

o 
ex

p
la

in
, 

gi
th

?”
 R

av
el

 t
h

re
w

 a
 b

u
rn

in
g

gl
an

ce
 a

t 
D

ak
'k

o
n

, 
te

m
p

er
ed

 w
ith

 a
 f

an
ge

d
 s

m
ile

. 
“V

o
w

s 
m

a
y

D
ak

’k
o

n
, 

P
ar

t 
II

1
1

7

“A
s 

I 
fe

ll 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
w

al
ls

 o
f 

S
h

ra
'k

t'l
o

r,
 kn

ow
 t

h
at

 m
y 

se
lf

w
a

s 
b

ro
ke

n
. 

M
y 

b
la

d
e 

w
as

 m
is

t,
 m

y 
m

in
d

 d
iv

id
ed

. 
I 

w
as

 a
d

rif
t

u
p

on
 L

im
b

o
’s

 s
ea

s,
 a

n
d

 I
 w

is
h

ed
 t

o 
d

ro
w

n
. 

I 
di

ed
 f

o
r 

d
ay

s,
 m

y
m

in
d

 a
w

as
h

 in
 d

iv
is

io
n

, 
w

h
en

 d
ea

th
 f

in
al

ly
 c

a
m

e 
to

 m
e.

 I
t 

w
o

re
yo

u
r 

sk
in

, 
an

d
 it

 h
ad

 y
o

u
r 

vo
ic

e.
”

“M
e?

” 
I a

sk
ed

, 
wo

n
d

er
in

g 
ho

w
 I

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
 t

h
er

e.
D

ak
'k

o
n

 r
ep

lie
d

, “
Y

o
u

 a
sk

ed
 t

h
at

 I
 h

ea
r 

yo
u

.”
A

s 
D

ak
'k

o
n

 s
ai

d
 t

h
e 

w
o

rd
s,

 m
y 

vi
si

o
n

 b
le

d 
ou

tw
ar

d
s,

 a
n

d
 a

cr
a

w
lin

g 
se

n
sa

tio
n

 b
eg

an
 t

o
 w

o
rm

 i
ts

 w
a

y 
u

p
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
b

ac
k

o
f 

m
y 

sk
u

ll…
 I

 f
el

t 
n

au
se

o
u

s 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 a

n
d

 m
y 

vi
si

o
n

 w
a

s
su

d
d

en
ly

 a
s 

ch
ao

s,
 s

m
ea

re
d

, 
tw

is
te

d
, 

an
d

 I
 w

as
 s

o
m

ep
l

ac
e 

el
se

,
so

m
ep

la
ce

 in
 t

h
e pa

st
…

 I 
su

rr
en

d
er

ed
 to

 th
e 

m
e

m
o

ry
.

E
ve

ry
th

in
g 

ar
o

u
nd

 m
e 

w
as

 i
n

 t
u

rm
o

il 
—

 m
y 

vi
si

o
n

 w
a

s
h

az
y,

 s
w

ir
lin

g,
 d

iz
zy

in
g,

 a
ll 

at
 O
N

C
E
…

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 m
is

t, 
p

o
ck

et
s

o
f 

fir
e,

 i
sl

an
d

s 
o

f 
m

u
d

, 
st

o
n

e,
 a

nd
 i

ce
-c

o
ve

re
d

 r
o

ck
s 

sw
im

m
in

g
th

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

P
la

n
e 

lik
e 

fis
h

, 
im

p
ac

tin
g 

an
d

 d
is

so
lv

in
g,

 d
ro

p
le

ts
o

f 
w

at
er

 a
rc

in
g 

th
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
ho

w
lin

g 
ai

r,
 a

n
d 

la
sh

in
g 

m
y 

sk
in

lik
e 

te
et

h
 —

 I
 c

h
o

ke
d

 b
ac

k 
m

y 
n

au
se

a,
 a

n
d

 I
 s

te
ad

ie
d 

m
ys

el
f;

th
is

 
w

as
 

th
e 

P
la

n
e 

o
f L
im

bo
, 

al
l 

w
as

 
ch

ao
s,

 
n

o
th

in
g 

w
as

st
ab

le
…

 I
 f

o
cu

se
d

 o
n

 t
h

e 
d

yi
n

g 
m

an
 t

h
at

 l
ay

 b
ef

o
re

 m
e.

 I
t 

w
as

w
h

y 
I h

ad
 c

o
m

e 
to

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

.
I 

ex
a

m
in

ed
 t

h
e z

er
th

, 
sa

w
 i

f 
he

 s
til

l 
liv

ed
. 

T
h

e 
‘m

an
’ 

w
as

 a
gi

th
ze

ra
i, 

h
is

 b
o

d
y 

e
m

b
ed

d
ed

 i
n

 a
n

 e
ar

th
en

 p
o

ck
et

 t
h

at
 s

w
ir

le
d

ar
o

u
nd

 h
im

 —
 u

n
co

n
sc

io
u

sl
y,

 h
e 

h
ad

 f
o

rm
ed

 a
 g

ra
ve

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e

el
e

m
en

ts
, 

an
d

 t
h

ou
gh

 b
its

 o
f 

fir
e 

an
d

 w
at

er
 li

ck
ed

 a
t 

h
is

 f
ac

e,
 h

e
d

id
 n

ot
 r

es
p

on
d.

 H
is

 h
an

d
s 

w
er

e 
as

h
en

, 
h

is
 c

o
al

-b
la

ck
 e

ye
s

fo
cu

si
n

g 
o

n
 n

o
th

in
g 

—
 h

is
 e

m
ac

ia
te

d
 f

ra
m

e 
sp

o
ke

 o
f 

st
ar

va
tio

n
,

b
u

t 
I 

kn
ew

 it
 w

a
s 

th
e 

le
as

t 
o

f 
h

is
 w

o
u

n
d

s.
 I

t 
w

as
 f

ai
th

 t
h

at
 d

ea
lt

h
im

 t
h

e 
m

o
rt

al
 b

lo
w

.
I 

lo
o

ke
d

 f
o

r 
th

e 
b

la
d

e 
h

e 
ca

rr
ie

d
. 

In
 h

is
 li

m
p

 le
ft 

h
an

d
 w

as
 a

tw
is

te
d

 m
as

s 
o

f 
m

et
al

, 
its

 s
u

rf
ac

e 
h

av
in

g 
m

el
te

d
 a

ro
u

nd
 h

is
h

an
d

 li
ke

 a
 g

au
n

tle
t.

 A
s 

I 
w

at
ch

ed
, 

it 
st

ea
m

ed
 a

n
d

 h
is

se
d

, 
lik

e 
a

d
is

ea
se

d
 s

n
ak

e.
 T

h
e 

gi
th

ze
ra

i 
d

id
 n

o
t 

se
em

 t
o

 b
e 

aw
ar

e 
o

f 
it…

b
u

t i
t 

w
as

 t
h

at
 w

ea
p

o
n

 t
h

at
 h

ad
 b

ro
u

gh
t 

m
e 

h
er

e.
“D

ak
'k

o
n

, z
er

th
 o

f 
S

h
ra

'k
t'l

o
r-

D
ro

w
n

in
g,

 l
as

t 
w

ie
ld

er
 o

f 
th

e
ka

ra
ch

 b
la

d
e,

 k
no

w
 t

h
at

 I
 h

av
e 

co
m

e 
to

 y
o

u
 w

ith
 t

h
e 

w
o

rd
s 

o
f

Z
er

th
im

o
n

, 
ca

rv
ed

 n
o

t 
in

 c
h

ao
s,

 b
u

t 
in

 s
to

n
e,

 c
ar

ve
d

 b
y 

th
e 

w
ill

in
 a

n
 U

n
b

ro
ke

n
 C

irc
le

.”
A

t 
th

e 
w

o
rd

 ‘
Z

er
th

im
o

n
,’ 

D
ak

'k
o

n
’s

 e
ye

s 
ro

lle
d

 i
n

 t
h

ei
r

so
ck

et
s,

 a
n

d
 t

h
ey

 a
tt

e
m

p
te

d
 t

o
 f

o
cu

s 
up

on
 m

e.
 W

ith
 e

ffo
rt

, 
h

e
cr

ac
ke

d
 h

is
 m

o
u

th
 t

o
 s

p
ea

k,
 b

u
t 

o
nl

y 
a 

d
ry

 h
is

s 
e

m
er

g
ed

. 
I

b
ro

u
gh

t 
fo

rt
h

 t
h

e 
st

on
e 

fr
o

m
 m

y 
p

ac
k 

an
d

 h
el

d
 it

 b
ef

o
re

 h
im

 s
o

h
e 

co
u

ld
 s

ee
.
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D

ak’ko
n

, P
art II

“K
n

o
w

 th
at th

e w
o

rd
s o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
 in

scrib
ed up

on
 this

sto
n

e are tru
e, an

d
 kno

w
 th

at yo
u

r d
ivid

ed
 m

in
d

 n
eed b

e d
ivid

ed
n

o
 lo

n
ger. A

ll yo
u

 m
u

st d
o

 is take th
e sto

n
e and

 yo
u

 sh
all 

know
yo

u
rself ag

ain
.”

D
ak'ko

n
’s 

e
yes 

flickered
 

o
ver 

th
e 

U
n

b
ro

ken
 

C
ircle 

o
f

Z
erth

im
o

n
, and

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, I tho

u
gh

t h
e m

igh
t b

e too
 clo

se to
d

eath
 to reco

gn
ize it. T

h
en

 th
e righ

t h
and

 tw
itch

ed
, an

d
 h

e
p

u
lled

 it slo
w

ly fro
m

 its earth
en

 p
riso

n, th
e clu

m
p

s o
f earth

strea
m

in
g o

ff it b
eco

m
in

g w
ater in

 Lim
b

o
’s ch

ao
tic w

in
d

s. H
is

skeletal h
an

d
s clu

tch
ed th

e sto
n

e, like a d
ro

w
n

in
g m

an
, an

d
 h

is
e

yes flash
ed

.
“K

n
o

w
 

th
at 

I 
h

ave 
saved

 
yo

u
r 

life, 
D

ak'ko
n

, 
zerth 

o
f

S
h

ra'kt'lo
r.”

D
ak'ko

n
’s e

yes tu
rn

ed
 fro

m
 th

e sto
n

e an
d flickered

 o
ver m

e,
an

d
 h

e h
issed

 again
, to

o d
ry fo

r a m
o

m
en

t to
 m

u
ster th

e w
o

rd
s.

H
e 

b
lin

ked
, 

slo
w

ly, 
th

en
 

spo
ke, 

h
is 

vo
ice 

b
arely 

ab
o

ve 
a

w
h

isp
er, b

u
t th

e w
o

rd
s w

ere w
h

at I w
an

ted
 to

 h
ear.

“M
y…

 life is yo
u

rs…
 u

n
til yo

u
rs is n

o m
o

re…
” I clo

sed
 m

y
e

yes, an
d

 retu
rn

ed to
 th

e p
resen

t.
“S

o
 yo

u
 go

t th
e C

ircle fro
m

 m
e?”

“Y
es. In

 know
ing its w

o
rd

s, I knew
 m

yself.”
“T

ell m
e ab

o
u

t th
at o

th
er ‘m

e'…
 th

e in
carn

ation
 yo

u
 kn

ew
.

W
h

at w
as h

e like?”
D

ak'ko
n

’s gaze tra
velled

 th
rou

gh
 m

e, an
d

 h
e fell silen

t.
“D

ak'ko
n

? “ I p
ro

m
p

ted
.

“K
now

 th
at h

e w
as d

ifferen
t. 
K

now
 th

at th
e d

ifferen
ce

s w
ere

n
o

t m
arked

 o
n

 th
e skin

, n
o

r in
 th

e W
a

y o
f th

e w
eap

o
n

, n
o

r in
th

e attire th
at clo

aked
 h

im
. 

K
now

 th
at h

e w
as d

ifferen
t in

 th
e

w
a

y o
f th

o
u

gh
t and

 th
e m

ean
s h

e acted
 u

p
on

 h
is tho

u
ghts. H

is
W

IL
L b

eca
m

e su
b

stan
ce. 
K

now
 th

at h
e saw

 o
th

ers an
d d

id
 

N
O

T

see th
em

. H
e knew

 o
n

ly h
o

w
 th

ey co
u

ld
 serve h

im
. H

is h
eart

w
a

s treach
ero

u
s, an

d
 it w

as co
ld

, and
 n

ever d
id

 its co
ldn

ess
b

u
rn

 h
im

.”
“D

id
 

it 
ever 

to
u

ch
 

yo
u

, 
D

ak'ko
n

? 
D

id
 

h
e 

b
etray 

yo
u

?”
D

ak'ko
n

’s b
lad

e b
egan

 b
leed

in
g into a du

ll, flat b
lack, an

d I
w

atch
ed

 as ed
ges, like teeth

, b
egan

 sp
rou

tin
g fro

m
 th

e ed
ge o

f
th

e b
lad

e. H
is face clen

ch
ed

, an
d

 h
e sp

o
ke th

ro
u

gh h
is teeth

.
“It is n

ot m
y w

ill yo
u

 know
 o

f th
is.”

“T
ell m

e, D
a

k'ko
n

. D
id

 h
e ever 

betray yo
u

?”
“I su

rren
d

ered
 m

y WO
R

D
 to

 h
im

. I su
rrend

ered
 m

y 
S

E
L

F.”
“W

h
at are yo

u
 talkin

g ab
o

u
t?”

“T
h

e P
eo

p
le d

o no
t allo

w
 th

em
selve

s to
 b

e en
slaved

 to
an

o
th

er in
 d

eed
 o

r ch
ain

s. If w
e fin

d
 o

u
rselves in

 su
ch a cage,

R
avel P

uzzlew
ell, P

art I
335

“It is said
 yo

u
 are th

e greatest o
f th

e G
ra

y S
isters, R

a
vel. I

h
ave traveled

 far to
 reach

 yo
u

.” S
h

e no
dd

ed
, b

u
t slo

w
ly, to

o
slo

w
ly, as if th

ro
u

gh a d
ream

. W
h

en
 sh

e sp
o

ke, h
er w

o
rd

s w
ere

m
u

ted
, as if b

ein
g sp

o
ken

 un
d

erw
ater.

“B
u

t w
hy h

ave yo
u

 traveled
 so

 far? Y
o

u
r n

eed
 m

u
st b

e
great…

 
yet 

yo
u

 
see

m
 

to
 

h
ave 

b
ro

u
gh

t 
nothing 

th
at 

w
o

u
ld

in
terest m

e. Y
o

u
 m

u
st 
P

A
Y

 fo
r yo

u
r service

s…
”

“M
y n

eed
 is great. M

y cu
rren

cy is th
is: a ch

allen
ge. P

erh
ap

s
an

 
im

p
o

ssib
le 

ch
allen

ge…
 

on
e 

I 
fear 

is 
b

e
yo

n
d

 
even

 
your

ab
ilities…

.” I ech
o

ed
 th

e w
o

rd
s, an

d I felt th
e 

M
A

N
IPU

L
A

T
IO

N,
th

e su
btle tw

ist d
esign

ed
 to pu

ll R
avel’s strin

gs. H
er eyes b

lazed
a fiery gra

y in
 th

e d
ream

-m
e

m
o

ry, an
d

 th
e gray th

at w
as eatin

g
th

e lan
d

scap
e seem

ed
 to

 eb
b

 fro
m

 h
er featu

res.
“T

h
ere 

is 
N

O
T

H
IN

G
 

th
at 

is 
b

eyo
n

d
 

m
e, 

fo
o

lish
 

m
an

!
N

O
T

H
IN

G
! P

o
se yo

u
r ch

allen
ge, I w

ill h
ear yo

u
!”

“D
eath

 w
aits at th

e en
d

 o
f life fo

r all m
en

. I n
eed

 it to
 w

ait
fo

r m
e n

o
 lon

ger…
 can

 yo
u

 d
o

 th
is, b

eau
tifu

l R
avel?”

T
h

e visio
n

 cleared
, th

e gray b
leed

in
g aw

a
y fro

m
 th

e m
a

ze,
u

n
til th

e co
lo

r resu
m

ed
, m

y h
an

d
 still cu

pp
in

g R
avel’s ch

eek.
H

er e
yes w

ere clo
sed

, an
d

 sh
e sigh

ed
. I w

ith
drew

 it slo
w

ly, an
d

after a m
o

m
en

t, R
avel’s e

ye
s o

p
en

ed
, an

d
 sh

e gave a rasp
in

g
h

iss.“Y
essssss…

” R
a

vel’s fin
ger w

ith
d

rew
, an

d
 sh

e loo
ked

 at
m

e sad
ly. “O

h
, sad

, sad
, b

ro
ken

 h
alf-th

in
g. A

ll-a-p
ieces.” S

h
e

sq
u

inted
 at m

e again
. “N

o
 lo

n
ger th

e o
n

e R
avel kn

ew
 are yo

u
…

are yo
u

 still a-b
ro

ken
, after all th

is sad
, sad

 tim
e?”

“B
ro

ken
? W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 m

ean
?”

“A
 b

o
d

y yo
u

 p
o

ssess, b
u

t a bo
d

y o
f kn

o
w

led
g

e yo
u

 d
o

n
o

t?” S
h

e po
in

ted
 h

er ragged
 talo

n at m
y ch

est, at m
y scars.

“M
an

y an
d

 su
ch

, su
ch scars yo

u
 h

ave, all a-scraw
led

 o
n

 yo
u

r
skin

. M
an

y tales d
o

es yo
u

r skin
 tell.”

“W
h

at tales d
o

es m
y skin

 tell?”
“Y

o
u

r scars an
d

 tatto
o

s sh
ou

t to
 m

e, ‘h
ere is a m

an
 in

co
n

fro
n

tation
 w

ith
 th

e w
o

rld
.’ “ R

avel m
ad

e a cro
o

n
in

g no
ise,

n
o

t u
nlike a d

yin
g b

ird
. “Y

es, su
ch tales as w

o
u

ld
 sh

rivel even
 a

h
a

g’s ears…
”

“T
ell m

e th
ese…

 tale
s. I w

o
u

ld
 kn

o
w

 th
em

.”
“T

h
e tales are m

an
y. T

h
e

y e
ch

o
 o

f b
alan

ce im
b

alan
ced

,
trials o

f w
ar, b

attles w
ith

 fien
d

ish
 elem

en
ts, an

d
 a creatu

re th
at

fe
ed

s o
n

 o
th

ers fro
m

 a-far to
 su

stain
 itself…

 an
d

 o
f to

rm
en

ts.
S

u
ch

 torm
ents flesh

 h
as n

ever kn
o

w
n

…
”

“D
ivid

ed
 in

 tw
o

 yo
u

 w
ere, w

h
en

 yo
u

r m
o

rtality w
as p

eeled
fro

m
 

yo
u

. 
N

o
 

lo
n

ger 
b

alan
ced

, 
m

u
ch

 
a-b

ro
ken

 
in

 
th

e
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4

R
av

el
 P

uz
zl

ew
el

l, 
P

ar
t I

tr
ee

 b
ra

nc
he

s.
 A

s 
sh

e 
ga

ze
d 

at
 m

e,
 a

 s
tr

an
ge

 c
ra

w
li

ng
 s

en
sa

ti
on

pa
ss

ed
 th

ro
ug

h 
m

e,
 li

ke
 s

na
ke

s 
bu

rr
ow

in
g 

be
ne

at
h 

m
y 

sk
in

.
“G

re
et

in
gs

…
 R

av
el

.”
“W

el
l, 

n
o

w
, 

m
y 

p
re

tt
y 

th
in

g,
 h

av
e 

yo
u

 r
et

u
rn

ed
 a

t 
la

st
?”

R
av

el
’s

 f
ac

e 
sp

lit
 i

n
to

 a
 g

ro
te

sq
u

e 
sm

ile
, 

d
is

p
la

yi
n

g 
a 

ro
w

 o
f

ch
ip

p
ed

 y
el

lo
w

ed
 f

an
gs

. 
“Y

o
u

 w
er

e 
a-

go
n

e 
so

 l
o

n
g,

 I
 a

-f
ea

re
d

yo
u

 
fo

rg
o

t 
p

o
o

r,
 

lo
n

el
y 

R
av

el
.”

 
D

es
p

ite
 

th
e 

h
o

rr
id

 
si

te
 

sh
e

p
re

se
n

te
d

, 
I 

w
as

 n
o

t 
re

p
el

le
d

 a
s 

I 
m

ig
h

t 
h

av
e 

ex
p

ec
te

d
. 

In
st

ea
d

,
I 

h
ad

 n
o

 tr
ou

b
le

 m
at

ch
in

g 
th

e 
lig

h
t t

on
e 

sh
e 

h
ad

 a
ffe

ct
ed

.
“H

o
w

 c
o

u
ld

 I
 f

o
rg

et
 y

o
u

, 
R

av
el

? 
I 

m
is

se
d

 y
o

u
, 

b
u

t 
yo

u
 h

id
yo

u
rs

el
f 

in
 a

 p
la

ce
 t

h
at

 w
as

 d
iff

ic
u

lt 
fo

r 
m

e 
to

 r
ea

ch
. 

C
o

m
e

n
o

w
…

 d
id

 y
o

u
 n

o
t w

is
h

 m
y 

co
m

p
an

y?
”

“A
h

h
h

…
.”

 R
av

el
’s

 y
el

lo
w

 s
m

ile
 w

id
en

ed
, 

p
ee

lin
g 

b
ac

k 
th

e
fo

ld
s 

o
f 

h
er

 s
ki

n
, 

an
d

 s
h

e 
ca

ck
le

d
 s

o
ftl

y.
 “

S
u

ch
 

sw
ee

t 
w

o
rd

s…
yo

u
 

al
re

ad
y 

ar
e 

a-
kn

o
w

in
g 

th
e 

an
sw

er
 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
as

ki
n

g,
 

m
y

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

m
an

. 
I 

sc
at

te
re

d
 c

lu
es

 li
ke

 c
al

tr
o

p
s,

 a
n

d
 t

h
es

e 
w

er
e 

m
y

m
ea

n
s 

o
f 

a-
gu

id
in

g 
yo

u
 t

o
 m

y 
g

ar
d

en
. 

I 
a-

fe
ar

ed
 i

t 
w

as
 

Y
O

U

w
h

o
 h

ad
 fo

rg
o

t I.
”

“I
 a

ss
u

re
 y

o
u

, 
I 

d
id

 n
o 

su
ch

 t
h

in
g.

 I
 h

av
e 

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 y
o

u
 a

t
la

st
.” “H

av
e 

yo
u

? 
B

u
t W

H
A

T
 h

as
 r

et
u

rn
ed

?”
 S

h
e 

sq
u

in
te

d
 a

t 
m

e
w

ith
 h

er
 b

la
ck

-v
ei

n
ed

 e
ye

s 
an

d
 h

is
se

d
 s

o
ftl

y.
 “

L
et

 R
av

el
 s

ee
h

o
w

 y
o

u
'v

e 
a-

fa
re

d
 i

n
 t

h
is

 li
fe

.”
 S

h
e 

re
ac

h
ed

 o
u

t, 
as

 i
f 

to
 c

ar
es

s
m

e,
 

an
d

 
I 

su
d

d
en

ly
 

n
o

tic
ed

 
h

er
 

fin
ge

rs
 

w
er

e 
ta

lo
n

s,
 

ea
ch

fin
ge

rn
ai

l 
fil

th
y 

an
d

 w
ic

ke
d

ly
 s

h
ar

p
. 

H
o

w
ev

er
, 

I 
fe

lt 
n

o
 f

ea
r 

at
h

er
 m

o
ve

m
en

t,
 a

n
d

 le
t h

er
 to

u
ch

 m
e.

H
er

 r
ag

g
ed

 t
al

o
n

s 
tr

ac
ed

 t
h

ei
r 

w
ay

 a
cr

o
ss

 m
y 

sk
in

, 
an

d
 i

n
th

ei
r 

w
ak

e 
I 

fe
lt 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
st

ra
n

ge
 t

in
gl

in
g 

se
n

sa
tio

n
 I

 f
el

t 
w

h
en

R
av

el
 f

irs
t 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e.

 H
er

 e
ye

s 
d

im
m

ed
 s

o
m

e
w

h
at

, 
an

d
 h

er
ta

lo
n

s 
sl

id
 g

en
tly

 a
lo

n
g 

th
e 

co
n

to
ur

s 
o

f 
m

y 
fa

ce
, 

lin
ge

rin
g 

o
n

m
y 

sc
ar

s.
 I

 r
ea

ch
ed

 o
u

t 
to

 t
ou

ch
 h

er
, 

fe
el

 h
er

 f
ea

tu
re

s.
 M

y 
h

an
d

to
u

ch
ed

 R
av

el
’s

 
ch

ee
k 

as
 

h
er

 
ta

lo
n

s 
ca

re
ss

ed
 

m
y 

fa
ce

, 
an

d
in

st
in

ct
iv

el
y,

 I
 m

ir
ro

re
d

 h
er

 t
o

u
ch

 —
 a

s 
h

er
 t

al
o

n
s 

d
ra

gg
ed

al
o

n
g 

m
y 

le
ft 

ch
ee

k,
 m

y 
fin

ge
rs

 d
ra

gg
ed

 a
lo

n
g 

h
er

s.
 H

er
 e

ye
s

cl
o

se
d

, 
an

d
 m

in
e 

fo
llo

w
ed

. 
It

 f
el

t 
st

ra
n

ge
ly

 f
a

m
ili

ar
…

 I
 f

el
t 

a
m

e
m

o
ry

 s
u

rf
ac

in
g.

W
h

en
 m

y 
e

ye
s 

o
p

en
ed

, 
it 

fe
lt 

as
 if

 a
ll 

th
e 

co
lo

r 
h

ad
 b

le
d 

ou
t

o
f 

th
e 

tr
ee

s 
an

d
 t

h
e 

m
az

e;
 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 w

as
 a

 f
ea

tu
re

le
ss

, 
d

u
st

y,
d

ea
d

 g
ra

y.
 R

av
el

’s
 e

ye
s 

w
er

e 
st

ill
 c

lo
se

d
, 

b
u

t 
as

 I
 w

at
ch

ed
, 

th
ey

sl
o

w
ly

 o
p

en
ed

 a
nd

 s
h

e 
sm

ile
d

, 
a 

sa
d

, 
gr

ay
 s

m
ile

. 
I 

fe
lt 

w
o

rd
s

ri
si

n
g 

to
 m

y 
lip

s,
 e

ch
o

in
g 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

I 
h

ad
 s

ai
d

 in
 t

h
e 

p
as

t,
 i

n
 a

d
iff

er
en

t 
p

la
ce

, 
o

n 
an

o
th

er
 p

la
n

e…

D
ak

’k
o

n
, 

P
ar

t 
II

1
1

9

w
e 

A
C

T
 t

o
 f

re
e 

o
u

rs
el

ve
s,

 e
ve

n
 i

f 
it 

m
ea

n
s 

w
e 

m
u

st
 e

n
d

u
re

an
o

th
er

 c
ag

e 
fo

r 
a 

tim
e.

 Y
o

u
 p

er
fo

rm
ed

 a
 g

re
at

 s
er

vi
ce

 f
o

r 
m

e.
In

 s
o

 d
o

in
g,

 y
o

u
 e

n
sl

av
ed

 m
e.

 I
 a

ct
ed

 t
o

 f
re

e 
m

ys
el

f. 
K

no
w

 t
h

at
I 

su
rr

en
d

er
ed

 m
y 

w
o

rd
 a

n
d

 m
y 

se
lf 

to
 

ac
t 

in
 y

o
u

r 
n

am
e 

u
n

til
yo

u
r 

d
ea

th
.”

 I
 fe

lt 
a 

se
n

se
 o

f h
o

rr
o

r.
“B

u
t…

 I 
ca

n
’t 

d
ie

.”
“T

h
at

 w
as

 n
o

t k
no

w
n 

to
 t

hi
s 

on
e.

 I
 s

ur
re

n
d

er
ed

 m
y w
or

d 
to

h
im

. 
I 

su
rr

en
d

er
ed

 m
y se

lf
. 

K
no

w
 t

h
at

 t
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
w

 n
o

th
in

g 
le

ft
th

at
 I 

m
a

y 
su

rr
en

d
er

 e
xc

ep
t 

m
y 

lif
e.

 
K

no
w

 n
o

w
 t

h
at

 I
 f

o
llo

w
 y

o
u

o
n

ly
 s

o
 I

 m
ig

h
t 

d
ie

.”
 N

o
w

 I
 k

n
ew

 w
h

y 
h

e 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

 s
o 

re
lu

ct
an

t
to

 s
p

ea
k 

o
f 

th
is

. 
I 

fe
lt 

co
m

p
as

si
o

n
 f

o
r 

th
e 

to
rm

en
te

d
 o

n
e 

in
 f

ro
nt

o
f 

m
e,

 s
ea

rc
h

ed
 fo

r 
so

m
e 

w
a

y 
to

 e
as

e 
h

is
 p

ai
n

.
“D

ak
'k

o
n

, 
it 

do
es

n
’t 

h
av

e 
to

 b
e 

th
at

 w
a

y…
 I

 c
an

 r
el

ea
se

yo
u

. 
I 

n
o 

lo
n

ge
r 

w
is

h
 y

o
u

 t
o

 b
e 

a 
sl

av
e 

—
 c

o
n

si
d

er
 t

h
e 

d
eb

t
p

ai
d

.” “N
o

…
” 

D
ak

'k
o

n
’s

 f
o

re
h

ea
d

 c
re

as
ed

 i
n

 p
ai

n
, 

an
d 

h
is

 e
ye

s
st

ar
ed

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 m

e.
 “

It 
is

 n
o

t 
yo

u
r 

w
o

rd
 t

h
at

 c
ar

rie
s 

th
e 

w
ei

gh
t,

an
d

 y
o

u
r 

w
o

rd
 w

ill
 n

ot
 f

re
e 

m
e.

 T
h

e 
w

o
rd

 t
h

at
 c

h
ai

n
s 

m
e 

is
m

in
e.

 T
h

e 
to

rm
en

t 
is

 m
in

e.
 I

 
kn

ow
 i

n
 m

y 
h

ea
rt

 t
h

at
 t

h
e 

ch
ai

n
s

re
m

ai
n

. 
W

o
rd

s 
w

ill
 n

o
t f

re
e 

th
e

m
.”

“I
s 

th
er

e 
an

y 
w

a
y 

yo
u

 c
an

 b
e 

fr
ee

d
?”

“Y
o

u
 m

u
st

 d
ie

 a
 f

in
al

 d
ea

th
. 

Y
et

 y
o

u
r 

p
at

h
 i

s 
no

t 
d

ea
th

’s
p

at
h

. 
T

h
er

e 
is

 no
 r

es
o

lu
tio

n
 t

o
 t

h
is

 m
at

te
r.

” 
I 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
ac

ce
p

t
th

at
. “I
 s

w
ea

r 
I 

w
ill

 f
in

d
 o

n
e,

 D
ak

'k
o

n
. 

I 
w

ill
 f

in
d

 o
n

e 
th

at
 s

et
s

yo
u

 
fr

ee
.”

 
D

a
k'

ko
n

’s
 

vo
ic

e 
b

ec
am

e 
ra

g
ge

d
, 

as
 

if 
h

e 
h

ad
su

d
d

en
ly

 b
ec

o
m

e 
si

ck
.

“K
no

w
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
ad

d
ed

 o
th

er
 w

o
rd

s 
to

 m
y 

w
o

rd
s.

” 
H

is
ex

p
re

ss
io

n
 w

as
 p

ai
n

ed
, 

an
d 

h
is

 g
az

e 
m

et
 m

in
e.

 “
N

o
w

 y
o

u
 h

av
e

ch
ai

n
ed

 u
s 

bo
th

.”
I 

w
as

 s
o

rr
y 

to
 h

av
e 

ca
u

se
d

 h
im

 m
o

re
 p

ai
n

, 
bu

t 
I 

st
ill

 m
ea

n
t

to
 fi

n
d

 a
 w

a
y 

to
 s

et
 h

im
 fr

e
e.
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I left the m
ausoleum

, and re-entered the M
ortuary, seeking out

th
e b

lin
d zo

m
b

ie again
. I u

sed
 m

y ‘S
to

ries B
on

es T
ell’ ab

ility,
an

d
 asked

 if h
e w

as X
ach

ariah
.

“W
h

a…
 yo

u
!” T

h
e zo

m
b

ie see
m

ed
 sh

o
cked

, b
u

t gladd
en

ed
.

“B
y th

e Lad
y’s G

a
ze…

” H
is to

n
e to

o
k on

 a sen
se o

f w
o

n
d

er.
“A

ren
’t yo

u
 dead, cu

tter?” I asked
 w

h
o

 h
e really w

as.
“S

o
, it’s h

ard
 to

 p
eel aw

a
y th

is filth
y sh

ro
u

d
skin

 an see o
l’

X
ach

ariah
 

th
e 

F
oo

l 
b

en
eath

? 
It 

is 
I, 

cu
tter. 

B
lessed

 
b

e 
th

e
P

o
w

ers, I th
ou

gh
t n

ever to see yo
u

 again
…

 b
u

t yo
u

've ch
an

ged
to

o
, as far as m

y ears can
 tell…

 h
ave yo

u
 b

een
 m

akin
g p

o
o

r
ch

o
ices again

?” X
ach

ariah
 w

h
eezed

 fro
m

 h
is th

ro
at h

o
le. “B

e
yo

u
 d

ead
, too

?”
“It’s a lo

n
g tale…

 bu
t n

o
, I'm

 n
o

t d
ead

.”
“W

ell, cu
tter, I su

pp
o

se b
ein

g d
ead

’s n
o

t so
m

eth
in

g o
n

e
w

o
u

ld
 do

ub
t, tho

u
gh

 h
o

w
 can

 yo
u

 talk to
 m

e? Y
o

u
r vo

ice is as
clear as a kn

ife…
”

“W
h

at are yo
u

r d
o

in
g h

ere?”
“I a

m
 a stab

le h
an

d
 in

 th
e m

o
st lifeless p

lace o
f all. B

e it
th

at I cou
ld p

ass b
eyo

n
d

 th
e E

tern
al B

o
un

d
ary an

d
 h

ave a P
lan

e
to

 call m
y h

o
m

e, b
u

t m
u

ch
 o

f m
y so

u
l w

as sq
u

an
d

ered
, and

 n
o

w
I am

 h
ere.”

“W
h

at’s it like b
ein

g a zo
m

b
ie?”

“It’s 
h

o
n

est 
w

o
rk…

” 
T

h
e 

stitch
in

g 
cam

e 
u

n
d

o
n

e 
fro

m
X

ach
ariah

’s m
o

u
th

 an
d

 th
e flesh

 aro
un

d
 h

is lip
s p

eeled
 b

ack in
a sm

ile. “…
I care little fo

r it.”
“W

h
at led

 yo
u

 to
 this state?”

H
is 

vo
ice 

d
ro

pp
ed

, 
as 

if 
ash

a
m

ed
. 

“It’s 
a 

h
ard

 
p

ath
fo

llo
w

in
g in

 yo
u

r fo
o

tstep
s, cu

tter, an
d m

an
y terrib

le th
in

gs d
id

I see. I to
o

k to
 d

rin
k, and

 b
eca

m
e h

alf-so
d

d
en

 w
ith

 th
e stu

ff.
O

n
ce, w

h
en

 I w
as so

d
d

in
g d

ru
n

k, I sign
ed

 m
y b

o
d

y o
ff to

 th
e

D
u

sties. F
ate d

ecid
ed ta kick m

e w
h

en
 I w

as d
o

w
n

, an
d

 I d
ied

sh
o

rtly afterw
ard

.”
“W

h
at can

 yo
u

 tell m
e ab

o
u

t m
y p

revio
u

s life?”
“W

h
y? H

ave yo
u

 fo
rgo

tten
 yo

u
rself?”

“In
 a m

an
n

er o
f sp

eakin
g…

 yes.”
“W

ell…
 yo

u
 w

ere a stran
ge o

n
e, alw

a
ys su

sp
icio

u
s and

w
atch

in
g fo

r so
m

eth
in

g…
 recko

n
 so

m
eb

o
d

y like yo
u

 h
ad

 got

R
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I should have w
aited at least one day to prepare, but I w

as too
close to the answ

ers I had sought. I w
ent into an em

pty room
 in

the B
rothel, and found that touching the portal w

ith the cloth
th

at co
ntain

ed
 K

esai’s b
lo

od
 w

as en
o

u
gh

 to
 activate it. P

assin
g

th
rou

gh
, w

e en
tered

 th
e m

aze w
h

ere I w
as certain

 w
e w

o
u

ld
fin

d
 R

avel.
W

e ap
p

eared
 in

 a b
ram

b
ly, b

u
sh

y lab
yrin

th
. T

h
ick b

u
sh

es
fo

rm
ed

 w
alls ab

o
u

t u
s, w

h
ile th

e grou
nd

 un
d

ern
eath

 lo
o

ked
 to

b
e fo

rm
ed

 o
f th

ou
san

d
s o

f in
terlaced

 ro
ots. W

e so
o

n d
isco

vered
d

an
gero

u
s livin

g h
azard

s as w
ell. T

w
o

 cre
atu

res attacked
 u

s,
m

o
re p

lan
t th

an an
im

al, alth
o

u
gh th

ey m
o

ved
 q

u
ickly en

o
u

gh
,

an
d

 
h

ad
 

tw
o

 
b

ran
ch

-like 
claw

s. 
F

o
rtu

n
ately, 

th
eir 

figh
tin

g
ab

ility d
id

 no
t m

atch
 th

at o
f m

y co
m

p
an

io
n

s, an
d

 th
ey w

ere
q

u
ickly d

isp
atch

ed
.

W
e m

o
ved

 th
ro

u
gh

 th
e m

aze, d
isp

atch
in

g several m
o

re o
f

th
e creatu

res. W
e reach

ed
 a b

reach
 in

 th
e w

all o
f b

ra
m

b
les to

o
u

r right, and
 fo

llo
w

ed
 it to

 ano
th

er o
p

en
in

g. A
t th

e o
p

enin
g,

w
e 

sa
w

 
a 

sm
all 

o
p

en
 

area, 
an

d
 

a 
sin

gle 
in

divid
u

al, 
w

h
o

 
I

ap
p

ro
ach

ed.
T

h
e p

lu
m

p
, h

oo
k-n

o
sed cro

n
e b

efo
re m

e d
id

n
’t loo

k m
u

ch
like a m

yth
; sh

e w
as o

u
tfitted

 in
 a sim

p
le (if d

irty) b
ro

w
n

 sh
irt

an
d

 
leggin

gs, 
w

ith
 

a 
n

u
m

b
er 

o
f 

p
ou

ch
es 

h
an

gin
g 

fro
m

 
h

er
fra

yed
 

b
elt. 

S
h

e 
see

m
ed

 
o

b
liviou

s 
to 

m
y 

p
resen

ce, 
m

o
re

co
n

cern
ed

 w
ith

 th
e tan

gled
 b

lack ro
o

ts w
o

ven
 to

geth
er to

 fo
rm

th
e flo

o
r o

f th
e m

aze th
an

 an
yth

in
g tran

sp
irin

g aro
un

d h
er. I

stu
d

ied h
er fo

r a m
o

m
en

t.
A

 tan
gle o

f ja
gg

ed
 gra

y h
air ju

tted
 fro

m
 b

en
eath

 th
e cro

n
e’s

h
o

od
, sp

read
in

g d
o

w
n

 h
er sho

uld
ers like a m

ass o
f tw

isted
 gra

y
ro

o
ts. S

ickly b
lu

e-gra
y flesh

 h
u

n
g in

 loo
se fo

ld
s fro

m
 h

er f
ace;

h
er n

arro
w

 ch
in

, lon
g an

d sh
arp

, ju
tted

 fo
rw

ard
 in

 an
 extrem

e
u

n
d

er-b
ite, and

 tw
o

 filth
y yello

w
 can

in
es p

ro
tru

d
ed

 fro
m

 h
er

lo
w

er ja
w

, like sm
all tu

sks.
“R

avel…
?”

“A
h

…
 visito

rs.” T
h

e cro
n

e’s vo
ice w

as th
ick an

d
 scratch

y,
as if tryin

g to
 fo

rce its w
a

y p
ast layers o

f d
u

st. H
er eye

s w
ere a

d
u

ll, b
lo

od
y red

, w
ith

 b
lack vein

s ru
nn

in
g th

rou
gh

 th
em

 like
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P
re

pa
ra

ti
on

s

ot
he

rs
. 

Sh
e 

w
as

 a
 m

on
st

er
, 

li
ke

 a
ll

 t
ha

t 
ha

s 
be

en
 s

pa
w

ne
d 

fr
om

th
e 

G
ra

y 
W

as
te

.”
“I

n
 t

h
e 

en
d

, 
sh

e 
th

re
at

en
ed

 t
o

 o
p

en
 t

h
e 

C
ag

e 
an

d 
le

t 
th

e 
fu

ry
o

f 
th

e 
P

la
n

es
 c

o
m

e 
ro

lli
n

g 
in

, 
lik

e 
a 

w
av

e.
 F

o
rt

u
n

at
el

y,
 s

h
e 

d
id

n
o

t 
su

cc
ee

d
. 

S
h

e 
ex

is
te

d
 s

ol
el

y 
to

 c
au

se
 m

al
ic

e…
”

“I
 d

o
 n

o
t 

kn
o

w
 i

f 
sh

e 
is

 d
ea

d
…

 b
ut

 I
 k

no
w

, 
n

o
w

, 
th

at
 s

h
e

w
a

s 
m

y 
m

o
th

er
.”

 K
es

ai
’s

 s
h

o
u

ld
er

s 
sl

u
m

p
ed

, 
an

d
 h

er
 h

ea
d

 h
un

g
d

o
w

n
. 

“O
h

, 
th

at
 I

 h
ad

 t
ea

rs
, 

so
 t

h
at

 I
 c

ou
ld

 w
ee

p
 w

ith
 s

o
rr

o
w

!”
S

h
e 

su
d

d
en

ly
 f

el
l 

in
to

 m
y 

ar
m

s,
 s

h
u

d
d

er
in

g 
as

 
if 

sh
e 

w
er

e
w

ra
ck

ed
 

w
ith

 
so

b
s.

 
F

o
r 

a 
tim

e 
K

es
ai

 
si

m
p

ly
 

st
o

o
d

 
th

er
e,

cl
in

gi
n

g 
to

 m
e…

 b
u

t t
h

en
 s

h
e 

pu
sh

ed
 a

w
a

y.
“T

h
an

k 
yo

u
, 

b
u

t…
 I

'll
 b

e 
fin

e.
 I

 ju
st

 n
ee

d
 s

o
m

e 
to

 t
im

e 
th

in
k

ab
o

u
t i

t,
 th

at
’s

 a
ll.

”
“I

 h
at

e 
to

 a
sk

 t
h

is
 n

o
w

…
 b

ut
 I

 n
ee

d
 y

o
u

 t
o

 g
iv

e 
m

e 
a 

p
ie

ce
o

f 
yo

u
rs

el
f, 

K
es

ai
. 

T
h

e 
p

o
rt

al
 k

ey
 t

o
 R

av
el

’s
 m

az
e 

is
 a

 p
ie

ce
 o

f
h

er
, 

an
d 

yo
u

 a
re

 o
f h

er
 b

lo
o

d.
 I

t i
s 

cl
o

se
 e

n
ou

gh
.”

“Y
o

u
 in

te
n

d 
to

 s
ee

k 
h

er
 o

u
t?

” 
H

er
 s

u
rp

ris
e 

q
u

ic
kl

y 
ch

an
ge

d
to

 a
n

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n

 o
f 

w
ar

in
es

s.
 “

W
h

at
…

 w
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 n
ee

d
 o

f
m

e?
” “Y

o
u

r 
b

lo
od

, 
m

o
st

 li
ke

ly
. 

O
n

ly
 a

 d
ro

p
 o

r 
tw

o
, 

I'm
 s

u
re

.”
K

es
ai

 n
o

d
d

ed
, 

an
d

 t
o

o
k 

a 
h

an
d

ke
rc

h
ie

f a
n

d
 g

in
ge

rl
y 

p
ri

ck
ed

th
e 

tip
 o

f 
h

er
 f

in
ge

r 
o

n
 o

n
e 

o
f 

h
er

 f
an

gs
. 

A
fte

r 
le

tt
in

g 
se

ve
ra

l
d

ro
p

s 
o

f 
b

lo
o

d 
so

ak
 i

n
to

 t
h

e 
cl

o
th

, 
sh

e 
ga

ve
 i

t 
to

 m
e.

 “
Y

o
u

’re
p

la
ci

n
g 

yo
u

rs
el

f 
in

 g
ra

ve
 d

an
ge

r,
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

. 
E

ve
n

 i
f 

th
e 

st
o

ri
es

o
f 

m
y 

m
o

th
er

 a
re

 g
re

at
ly

 e
xa

gg
er

at
ed

, 
sh

e’
s 

h
o

rr
ib

ly
 p

o
w

er
fu

l
an

d
 c

o
m

p
le

te
ly

 e
vi

l. 
G

o
o

d
 lu

ck
.”

X
ac

ha
ri

ah
, P

ar
t I

I
12

1

en
ou

gh
 e

ne
m

ie
s 

in
 y

er
 l

if
et

im
es

. A
nd

 t
he

re
 w

as
 n

o 
de

ny
in

g 
th

at
an

yb
od

y 
w

ho
 m

es
se

d 
w

it
h 

yo
u 

en
de

d 
up

 i
n 

th
e 

bl
ac

k 
ch

ap
te

rs
o

f t
h

e 
d

ea
d

 b
oo

k.
”

“A
n

yt
h

in
g 

el
se

? 
A

n
y 

sp
ec

ifi
cs

…
”

“Y
o

u
 c

o
ul

d
 b

e 
d

am
n

ab
ly

 r
u

th
le

ss
, 

to
o

…
 l

ik
e 

w
h

en
 

yo
u

m
ad

e 
m

e 
si

gn
 t

h
at

 c
o

n
tr

ac
t,

 o
r 

ab
an

do
n

ed
 t

h
at

 o
n

e 
m

e
w

lin
g 

ch
it

o
n

 A
ve

rn
u

s.
 W

e 
h

ad
 a

 B
al

o
r 

o
f 

a 
tim

e,
 a

s 
w

el
l. 

N
o

n
e 

o
f 

u
s 

ev
er

ev
en

 e
n

te
rt

ai
n

ed
 t

h
e 

n
ot

io
n

 to
 ju

m
p

 s
h

ip
 o

n
 y

o
u

r 
w

at
ch

, 
so

n.
”

“A
t 

yo
u

r 
co

re
, 

yo
u

 l
o

o
ke

d
 a

t 
w

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 t

o
 y

o
u

 l
ik

e
ta

ki
n

g 
te

rr
ito

ry
 in

 a
 w

ar
; 

e
ve

ry
th

in
g 

w
as

 li
ke

 a
 b

at
tle

 t
o

 y
o

u
, 

an
d

yo
u

 w
er

e 
th

e 
m

o
st

 r
u

th
le

ss
 b

as
ta

rd
 I

 e
ve

r 
n

ea
r 

m
et

. 
N

au
gh

t 
el

se
m

at
te

re
d

 e
xc

ep
t 

fo
r 

so
lv

in
g 

th
at

 g
o

al
. 

P
oo

r 
D

ei
on

ar
ra

 w
ith

 h
er

so
b

b
in

g 
an

d 
p

le
ad

in
g 

w
ith

 y
o

u
 d

id
n

’t 
sw

a
y 

yo
u

 n
on

e,
 t

h
e 

gi
th

w
ar

n
in

g 
yo

u
 a

b
o

ut
 y

o
u

r 
st

ra
te

gi
es

, 
an

d
 p

o
o

r 
X

ac
h

ar
ia

h 
ju

st
tr

yi
n

g 
to

 h
o

ld
 o

n
 w

h
en

 w
e 

h
it 

th
e 

P
la

n
es

. 
Y

ou
 w

er
e 

to
u

gh
 l

ik
e

yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

d
ie

, 
bu

t 
w

e 
w

er
e 

o
n

ly
 h

u
m

an
. 

N
o

w
 I

 g
u

es
s 

w
e’

re
al

l i
n

 th
e 

d
ea

d
 b

oo
k…

 o
r 

in
 a

n
d

 o
u

t o
f i

t,
 s

o
 to

 s
p

ea
k.

”
“Y

o
u

 l
ef

t 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
w

h
en

 y
o

u
 l

ef
t 

u
s,

 c
u

tt
er

…
 y

o
u

 l
ef

t
D

ak
'k

o
n

 w
ith

o
u

t 
a 

m
as

te
r,

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

sk
u

ll 
w

ith
o

ut
 a

 f
ri

en
d

. 
M

e?
Y

o
u

 s
ta

bb
ed

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
so

 d
ee

p
 i

ns
id

e 
m

e,
 i

t 
n

ev
er

 c
a

m
e 

o
u

t
w

h
en

 I
 w

a
s 

al
iv

e.
 C

au
se

d
 m

y 
b

lo
o

d 
to

 r
un

 c
o

ld
, 

it 
d

id
, 

th
at

 t
h

in
g

si
tt

in
g 

lik
e 

a 
lu

m
p

 o
f 

le
ad

 i
n

 m
y 

ch
es

t.
” 

I 
as

ke
d

 h
im

 t
o

 t
el

l 
m

e
ab

o
u

t D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

.
“T

h
at

 
fe

is
ty

 
ch

it-
w

h
o

-w
o

u
ld

-b
e-

a-
so

ld
ie

r 
sw

o
re

 
sh

e'
d

fo
llo

w
 y

o
u

 t
o

 B
aa

to
r 

an
d

 b
ac

k,
 a

n
d

 b
y 

th
e 

P
o

w
er

s,
 s

h
e 

w
a

s 
so

ad
d

le
d

 b
y 

th
e 

th
ou

gh
t o

f 
yo

u
 w

ith
o

ut
 h

er
 s

h
e 

d
id

 ju
st

 t
h

at
. 

C
ar

ed
lit

tle
 f

o
r 

m
e 

o
r 

th
e 

gi
th

, 
an

d
 a

 b
ar

e 
lit

tle
 i

t 
w

as
. 

S
h

e 
w

as
 w

ild
w

ith
 h

ea
rt

 p
o

is
o

n
 fo

r 
yo

u
, 

sh
e 

w
as

, 
p

ro
o

f s
h

e 
w

as
 b

ar
m

y.
 I

 d
o

n
’t

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
 w

h
at

 t
h

e 
w

o
m

en
fo

lk
 s

a
w

 i
n

 y
er

 s
ca

rr
ed

 m
u

g,
 b

u
t 

it
se

t 
th

ei
r 

b
lo

od
 a

-b
o

il.
 S

h
e 

w
as

 s
o

m
e 

ric
h

 s
cu

t 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
C

le
rk

’s
W

ar
d

, 
an

d
 y

o
u

 n
ee

d
ed

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
fr

o
m

 h
er

, 
an

d
 t

h
e 

on
ly

 p
ri

ce
w

a
s 

th
at

 s
h

e 
ca

m
e 

w
ith

 y
o

u
.”

“W
h

at
 d

id
 I

 w
an

t 
fr

o
m

 h
er

?”
“O

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

d
ar

ks
 I

 n
ev

er
 d

id
 b

rin
g 

to
 l

ig
h

t,
 c

u
tt

er
. 

P
er

h
ap

s
yo

u
 t

el
l m

e
?”

“W
h

at
 c

an
 y

o
u

 t
el

l 
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
gi

th
?”

 A
fte

r 
th

e 
d

is
cu

ss
io

n
 I

ju
st

 h
ad

 w
ith

 D
ak

'k
o

n
, 

I 
d

id
n

’t 
fe

ar
 t

h
at

 a
n

yt
h

in
g 

X
ac

h
ar

ia
h

 s
ai

d
w

o
u

ld
 h

u
rt

 h
im

 fu
rt

h
er

.
“G

ri
m

-l
o

o
ki

n
’ 

gi
th

…
 u

n
fr

ie
n

d
ly

 a
n

d
 s

ile
n

t,
 l

ik
e 

al
l 

th
ei

r
ki

n
d

. 
D

id
n

’t 
tr

u
st

 t
h

at
 g

ith
 a

 l
ic

k,
 I

 d
id

n
’t.

 S
ee

, 
cu

tt
er

, 
th

em
sp

in
dl

y 
gi

th
s 

ca
re

 o
n

ly
 a

b
o

u
t 

tw
o

 t
h

in
gs

: 
ke

ep
in

g 
o

u
t 

o
f 

sl
av

er
y

an
d

 k
ill

in
g 

th
em

 s
q

u
id

-h
ea

d
ed

 i
lli

th
id

s.
 E

ve
ry

th
in

g 
el

se
 i

s 
ju

st
lo

w
er

 d
o

w
n

 t
h

e 
sl

op
e,

 a
nd

 h
e 

d
id

n’
t 

gi
ve

 a
 d

am
n

 a
b

o
u

t 
an

y 
o

f
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A

nnah, P
art I

u
s o

th
er th

an
 yo

u
.” I also

 asked
 ab

ou
t M

o
rte, in

terested
 in

 h
is

p
ersp

ective to
 see if h

e sh
ared

 m
y su

sp
icio

n
s.

“T
h

at filth
y-talkin

g sku
ll w

as h
an

kerin
g fo

r a b
ru

isin
g, so

 it
w

a
s! 

A
lw

a
ys 

sm
artin

g 
o

ff, 
it 

w
a

s, 
an

d
 

m
akin

g 
fu

n
 

o
f 

m
y

co
n

d
ition

!”
“Y

o
u

…
 yo

u
 w

ere a…
 b

lin
d

 arch
er?”

“T
h

at I w
as. Y

o
u

 truly h
ave fo

rgo
tten

, h
aven

’t yo
u

? A
ll

m
en

 see w
ith

 m
o

re th
an

 th
eir eyes, cu

tter…
 so

m
e o

f th
e

m
 b

etter
th

an
 o

th
ers. I sen

sed
 th

e h
earts o

f m
y fo

es —
 

your fo
es —

 an
d

m
y arro

w
s alw

a
ys stru

ck tru
e. A

h
, th

o
se w

ere so
m

e tim
es…

”
“D

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 m
y jo

u
rn

al?”
“T

h
at scrap

b
o

o
k th

at yo
u

'd
 stitch

ed
 to

geth
er o

utta yer o
w

n
flesh

 an
d

 h
ad

 m
o

re p
ages th

an
 I h

ad
 years in

 m
y life

?
! G

o
o

d
fo

rtu
n

e 
ind

eed
 

if 
yo

u
've 

lo
st 

th
at 

gh
o

ulish
 

b
oo

k! 
A

lw
a

ys
scrib

b
lin

g in
 it, yo

u
 w

ere, an
d

 it sm
elled

 a frigh
t. It w

as like yo
u

w
ere a

fraid
 th

at at an
y m

o
m

en
t so

m
eo

n
e w

o
u

ld
 take it aw

a
y…

yo
u

 w
ro

te in
 it ‘til skin to

re fro
m

 yo
u

r fin
g

ers an
d

 I w
o

n
d

ered
 if

yo
u

 w
ere tryin

g to
 sp

ill o
u

t yo
u

r b
rain bo

x th
ro

u
gh

 yo
u

r p
en

.
S

o
m

etim
es w

e w
o

u
ld

 h
old

 u
p fo

r d
ays w

h
ile yo

u
 w

ro
te. I h

ated
th

at in
fern

al bo
o

k. It seem
ed

 to
 h

old
 yo

u
 b

y th
e h

eart, and
 n

o
t in

a 
kin

d
 

w
a

y. 
T

h
e 

last 
I 

sa
w

 
o

f 
it, 

cu
tter, 

it 
w

as 
in

 
yo

u
r

p
o

ssessio
n

. If yo
u

 do
n

’t carry it, I d
o

n
’t kn

o
w

 w
h

ere o
n

 th
e

P
lan

es it cou
ld b

e.” B
efo

re I left, X
ach

ariah
 asked

 fo
r a favo

r.
H

is vo
ice d

ro
pp

ed
, as if ash

a
m

ed
.

“I m
ad

e so
m

e m
istakes, so

m
e d

am
n

ed
 b

ad
 o

n
es to

 b
e su

re,
an

d
 on

e o
f m

y b
igg

est w
as sign

in
g th

at D
u

stm
an

 co
n

tract. If I
h

ad
n

’t b
een

 so
 sod

d
en w

ith
 b

ub
, I n

ever w
o

u
ld

a do
n

e it. I regret
it, and

 I w
as h

o
p

in
g yo

u
 co

u
ld

 set it arigh
t.”

“W
a

y I recko
n

, th
is bo

d
y’s go

n
n

a last a lo
n

g tim
e…

 an
d

every 
d

a
y’s 

to
o

 
lo

n
g 

to 
m

e. 
C

o
u

ld
ja 

m
a

yb
e 

gu
t 

m
e 

again
,

cu
tter…

 fo
r o

ld tim
e’s sa

ke? T
h

e th
o

u
ght o

f sp
end

in
g ano

th
er

b
atch

 o
f years h

ere in
 th

e M
o

rtu
ary w

ith
 th

ese w
h

itefaces is a
m

igh
ty co

ld
 on

e. C
an

 yo
u

 see fit to
 p

u
t m

e b
ack in

 th
e D

ead
B

o
o

k w
h

ere I b
elo

n
g?”

“If th
at is yo

u
r w

ish
…

” I gu
tted

 h
im

, an
d

 X
ach

ariah
 fell to

th
e flo

o
r w

ith
 a h

eavy th
u

d
. T

h
ere w

as a fain
t h

iss fro
m

 th
e

b
o

d
y, an

d
 I saw

 th
e ch

est h
eave o

n
ce, th

en
 w

ith
 a fain

t rattle,
th

e co
rp

se w
en

t silen
t.

“R
est in

 p
eace, X

ach
ariah

.”

P
reparations

331

an
d

 filled
 w

ith
 a co

pp
ery sm

ell, like w
arm

 b
lo

o
d

…
 I strain

ed
,

tryin
g to

 o
verh

ear w
h

at sh
e w

as sa
yin

g.
“H

au
gh

azan
en

el, B
an

ish
ed

 P
rin

ce o
f Ith

ag, M
arqu

is o
f th

e
B

lo
od

y S
h

ad
o

w
, m

y fath
er, h

ear m
e, fo

r I call u
po

n yo
u

…
”

“Y
es, b

elo
ved

 fath
er, it is I, K

esai-S
erris. I w

o
u

ld
 b

id
 yo

u
an

sw
er m

e o
n

e q
u

estio
n

, a qu
estion

 I've asked
 yo

u
 tim

e an
d

again
…

”
“Y

es, b
elo

ved
 fath

er. I can
n

o
t b

ear to h
ave an

o
th

er ask m
e

an
d

 no
t kno

w
 m

yself. Y
o

u
 must tell m

e…
 I h

ave asked
 fo

r
n

o
th

in
g save th

is. T
ell m

e, I b
eg o

f yo
u

…
”

“Y
-yes…

 yes, b
elo

ved
 fath

er, I u
nd

erstan
d

. I th
an

k yo
u

…
fare

w
ell…

”
“W

ell? W
h

at d
id

 h
e h

ave to
 say?” K

esai re
m

ain
ed

 tu
rn

ed
aw

a
y fro

m
 m

e fo
r a m

o
m

en
t b

efo
re fin

ally facin
g m

e.
“I d

id
 n

ot w
an

t to
 b

elieve th
at w

icked
 h

ag m
a

y h
ave b

een
m

y m
o

th
er. I h

ave lived
 lon

g, I d
o

 n
o

t ap
p

ear to
 age, an

d
h

ave…
 d

istu
rb

in
g d

ream
s, so

m
etim

es.” S
h

e sh
u

dd
ered

. “B
u

t
still…

 I do
 n

o
t w

ish
 to

 b
e th

e in
h

erito
r o

f th
e evil sh

e cau
sed

,
n

o
r d

raw
 th

e Lad
y’s g

aze as m
y m

o
th

er d
id

. S
u

ch
 evil th

in
gs

sh
e d

id
!”

“T
ell m

e w
h

at yo
u

 kn
o

w
 o

f h
er, w

ill yo
u

?”
“I 

h
eard

 
sh

e 
w

o
u

ld 
po

se 
im

p
o

ssib
le 

ridd
les 

to 
p

eop
le,

rid
d

les sh
e co

u
ld

 an
sw

er b
u

t n
o

 o
n

e else cou
ld. S

h
e w

o
u

ld
d

evo
u

r th
e p

erson
 if th

ey an
sw

ered
 in

co
rrectly, o

r leave th
e

m
d

an
glin

g in h
er h

o
rrifyin

g g
ard

en
s as exa

m
p

les to
 all. T

h
o

se fe
w

w
h

o
 so

m
eh

o
w

 e
scap

ed
 sh

e to
rm

en
ted

 in
 th

eir d
ream

s, rid
in

g
th

em
 like ste

ed
s, b

reakin
g th

eir w
ills an

d
 h

u
rlin

g th
eir so

uls in
to

th
e co

lorless o
b

livio
n

 o
f th

e G
ra

y W
aste…

”
“H

er m
a

gic w
as said

 to
 b

e b
eyo

n
d

 an
yth

in
g m

o
st h

ad
 ever

seen
; 

it 
w

as 
im

a
gin

atio
n

 
w

o
ven

 
fro

m
 

n
igh

tm
are 

an
d

 
given

su
b

stan
ce. S

to
n

e an
d

 so
lid sh

ap
es b

en
t to

 h
er w

ill like so
ft clay;

th
e law

s o
f th

e P
lan

es w
o

u
ld

 b
en

d
 b

en
eath

 h
er feet an

d
 fro

m
n

o
th

in
g sh

e co
u

ld
 w

eave illu
sion

…
 and

 fro
m

 illu
sio

n
, w

ea
ve

realities th
at co

u
ld

 h
o

rrify an
d

 kill an
d

 co
n

fo
un

d
.”

“S
h

e w
as a 

m
istre

ss 
o

f 
all 

th
e 

D
ark 

A
rts, 

m
istress 

an
d

m
aster o

f th
e

m
 all. S

h
e ho

un
d

ed a G
u

vn
er th

at d
ared

 q
uo

te S
igil

law
 to

 h
er w

ith
 sh

ad
o

w
s th

at d
evou

red
 h

im
 all b

u
t h

is to
n

gu
e,

h
is fin

gers an
d

 th
e flesh

 o
f h

is face. S
h

e tu
rn

ed
 M

ercykillers
in

sid
e o

u
t, an

d sh
attered

 b
u

ild
in

gs o
f th

o
se w

h
o

 d
isp

leased
 h

er.
T

errib
le, terrib

le po
w

ers w
ere at h

er co
m

m
an

d
.”

“S
h

e ch
an

ged
 h

er sh
ap

e like w
ater, an

d
 w

o
u

ld
 u

se it to
d

estro
y 

so
m

e 
fo

r 
am

u
se

m
en

t, 
an

d
 

to
 

steal 
kn

o
w

led
ge 

fro
m
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P
re

pa
ra

ti
on

s

S
he

 r
ef

us
ed

 t
o 

ev
en

 a
dm

it
 t

he
 p

os
si

bi
lit

y,
 s

o 
I 

de
ci

de
d 

to
fo

ll
ow

 a
no

th
er

 p
at

h.
I 

ta
lk

ed
 t

o 
se

ve
ra

l 
of

 t
he

 o
th

er
 p

ro
st

it
ut

es
 a

bo
ut

 K
es

ai
, 

an
d

fi
na

ll
y 

go
t a

 le
ad

 th
at

 m
ig

ht
 g

et
 K

es
ai

 t
o 

ad
m

it
 t

o 
he

r 
pa

re
nt

ag
e.

I 
lo

ok
ed

 u
p 

K
im

as
xi

 
A

dd
er

-T
on

gu
e,

 
an

d 
br

av
ed

 
he

r 
ro

ug
h

to
ng

ue
 to

 a
sk

 h
er

 s
om

e 
qu

es
ti

on
s.

“I
 h

ea
rd

 y
o

u
’re

 K
es

ai
-S

er
ris

’ h
al

f-
si

st
er

. 
Is

 t
h

at
 t

ru
e?

”
“Y

es
, 

I'm
 r

el
at

ed
 t

o
 t

h
at

 c
hu

bb
y,

 m
e

w
lin

g,
 h

o
o

k-
no

se
d

 d
ay

-
d

re
am

er
. 

S
a

m
e 

fa
th

er
, 

d
iff

er
en

t 
m

o
th

er
s.

 S
o

?”
“I

 w
a

s 
h

o
p

in
g 

yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 h
el

p
 m

e 
fin

d
 o

u
t 

if 
K

es
ai

 i
s 

re
al

ly
R

av
el

’s
 d

au
gh

te
r.

” 
K

im
as

xi
 f

ro
w

n
ed

 a
t 

m
e.

“N
o

rm
al

ly
 I

'd
 b

e 
lo

at
h

e 
to

 h
el

p
 y

o
u

 l
ik

e 
th

is
, 

bu
t 

I'v
e 

a
fe

el
in

g 
it'

d
 u

p
se

t 
th

at
 f

lir
tin

g,
 p

re
en

in
g 

d
o

xy
 g

o
o

d
 a

n
d 

w
el

l. 
T

el
l

h
er

 t
o

 a
sk

 o
u

r 
fa

th
er

…
 h

e’
s 

a 
po

w
er

fu
l c

a
m

b
io

n
, 

so
 s

h
e 

o
u

gh
t 

to
b

e 
ab

le
 t

o 
ca

ll 
to

 h
im

 r
ig

h
t 

th
en

 a
nd

 t
h

er
e.

 T
h

at
'll

 g
et

 y
o

u
 y

o
u

r
an

sw
er

.”
“C

a
m

b
io

n
?”

“Y
es

, c
am

bi
on

.”
 K

im
as

xi
 r

o
lle

d
 h

er
 e

ye
s.

 “
D

id
n

’t 
h

ea
r 

m
e

th
e 

fir
st

 t
im

e
? 

E
ar

s 
al

l 
st

o
p

p
ed

 u
p

 w
ith

 l
as

t 
o

f 
yo

u
r 

b
ra

in
s

ru
nn

in
g 

ou
t o

f t
h

em
?”

“I
'm

 a
sk

in
g 

w
h

at
 o

n
e 

is
…

”
“M

y,
 y

o
u

’r
e 

C
lu

el
es

s.
” 

S
h

e 
sh

oo
k 

h
er

 h
ea

d
 s

ad
ly

, 
tu

tt
in

g 
al

l
th

e 
w

h
ile

. 
“A

 h
al

f-
fie

n
d

, 
b

er
k;

 s
o

rt
 o

f 
lik

e 
yo

u
…

 b
u

t 
yo

u
’re

 h
al

f
du

ng
, I

 t
hi

n
k.

 Y
ou

 s
m

el
l i

t,
 a

t 
an

y 
ra

te
.”

“B
et

te
r 

th
an

 h
al

f yo
u,

 K
im

as
xi

.”
“Y

o
u

 w
is

h 
yo

u
 w

er
e 

h
al

f-
K

im
a

sx
i, 

so
d

…
 e

ve
n

 if
 y

o
u

 e
n

d
ed

u
p

 w
ith

 a
 g

o
at

’s
 b

u
m

 o
n

 y
o

u
r 

sh
o

u
ld

er
s 

it'
d

 b
e 

b
et

te
r 

th
an

 t
h

at
sc

ar
re

d
-u

p
 fa

ce
 o

f 
yo

u
rs

.”
I 

h
u

rr
ie

d
ly

 l
e

ft,
 n

o
t 

w
is

h
in

g 
to

 e
n

du
re

 a
n

y 
m

o
re

 o
f 

h
er

ve
rb

al
 f

la
yi

n
g,

 a
n

d
 f

o
u

nd
 K

es
ai

 a
ga

in
. 

K
es

ai
 h

ad
 l

o
st

 h
er

 a
n

ge
r

at
 m

e,
 a

lth
ou

gh
 t

h
at

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t 

h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 e
no

u
gh

 t
o 

st
op

 m
e.

 I
sh

ar
ed

 m
y 

n
e

w
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 w

ith
 h

er
.

“K
es

ai
, 

I 
ta

lk
ed

 t
o

 K
im

as
xi

. 
S

h
e 

to
ld

 m
e 

sh
e’

s 
yo

u
r 

h
al

f-
si

st
er

, 
an

d
 t

h
at

 R
av

el
’s

 y
o

u
r 

m
o

th
er

.”
 K

es
ai

 s
n

ar
le

d
, 

h
er

 e
ye

s
b

la
zi

n
g 

w
ith

 m
al

ic
e.

“T
h

at
…

 t
h

at
…

 h
el

ls
, 

h
o

w
 I

 lo
at

h
e 

th
at

 w
o

m
an

! 
W

h
y 

w
o

u
ld

yo
u

 e
ve

n
 be

li
ev

e 
th

at
 s

o
rt

 o
f t

ri
p

e?
”

“S
h

e 
sa

ys
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 d

en
y 

it,
 a

n
d

 in
 f

ac
t 

m
a

y 
n

o
t 

kn
o

w
 it

, 
bu

t
th

at
 i

t’s
 t

ru
e.

 S
h

e 
sa

id
 y

o
u

 c
ou

ld
 a

sk
 y

o
u

r 
fa

th
er

…
 t

h
at

 h
e

w
o

u
ld

 t
el

l y
o

u
.”

 K
es

ai
 s

ta
re

d
 a

t 
m

e 
si

le
n

tly
 fo

r 
a 

tim
e.

“G
iv

e 
m

e 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
” 

S
h

e 
tu

rn
ed

 f
ro

m
 m

e,
 a

n
d

 b
eg

an
 t

o
m

u
tt

er
 s

o
ftl

y…
 t

h
e 

ai
r 

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 s
h

im
m

er
 a

ro
u

n
d 

h
er

 s
lig

h
tly

,

A
nn

ah
, P

ar
t I
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A
N

N
A

H
, P

A
R

T
 I

W
e 

he
ad

ed
 b

ac
k 

to
 th

e 
B

ur
ie

d 
V

il
la

ge
. I

 w
an

te
d 

to
 s

ee
 if

 I
 c

ou
ld

co
nv

in
ce

 P
ha

ro
d 

to
 r

em
em

be
r 

an
yt

hi
ng

 e
ls

e 
ab

ou
t 

m
ys

el
f,

 a
nd

w
e 

co
ul

d 
re

st
 th

e 
ni

gh
t t

he
re

.
O

n
ce

 m
o

re
 w

e 
en

te
re

d
 P

h
ar

od
’s

 h
al

l. 
A

t 
th

e 
fa

r 
en

d
 w

e
fo

u
n

d
 P

h
ar

od
, 

ly
in

g 
o

n 
th

e 
flo

o
r,

 d
ea

d,
 w

o
rt

h
 n

o
w

 o
n

ly
 a

 f
e

w
co

p
p

er
s 

to
 a

 D
u

st
m

an
.

“D
a

! 
W

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
? 

W
h

o
 

di
d 

th
is

 t
o 

ye
h

?
!”

 A
n

n
ah

 c
ri

ed
o

u
t u

po
n 

se
ei

n
g 

th
e 

bo
d

y.
I 

to
o

k 
h

er
 a

si
d

e,
 a

nd
 a

sk
ed

 h
er

, 
“A

n
n

ah
, 

d
o 

yo
u

 k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
P

h
ar

od
 d

ie
d

?”
“I

…
” 

S
h

e 
sh

oo
k 

h
er

 h
ea

d.
 “

I do
nn

ae
. 

N
o

 o
n

e 
w

ith
 h

al
f-

a-
m

in
d

 w
o

u
ld

 —
 P

h
ar

od
 g

o
t 

a 
lo

n
g 

sh
ad

o
w

, 
h

e 
do

es
. 

Y
eh

 c
ro

ss
h

im
, 

an
’ y

eh
 e

n
d

 u
p

 g
et

tin
g 

th
’ s

tic
k,

 y
eh

 w
ill

.”
“Y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t 

h
av

e 
to

 a
cc

o
m

p
an

y 
m

e 
an

ym
o

re
, 

A
n

n
ah

. 
If 

yo
u

n
ee

d
 t

o 
st

ay
 w

ith
 t

h
e 

B
u

ri
ed

 V
ill

ag
e,

 I
 —

”
“N

a
y…

” 
A

n
n

ah
 i

n
te

rr
up

te
d

 m
e.

 “
I 

d
o

n’
t 

n
ee

d 
ta

e 
b

e 
in

 t
h

e
V

ill
ag

e 
—

 a
n

’ I
 w

as
 w

o
n

d
er

in
’ w

h
at

 I
'd

 d
o

 if
 P

h
ar

od
 g

o
t 

p
en

n
ed

in
 t

h
e 

d
ea

d
-b

o
o

k,
 I

 w
as

.”
 S

h
e 

sn
o

rt
ed

. 
“O

h
, 

w
el

l; 
h

e’
s 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
m

o
u

n
tin

g 
so

m
eo

n
e’

s 
w

al
l i

n
 t

h
e 

h
el

ls
, h

e 
is

.”
“B

u
t…

 h
e’

s 
yo

u
r 

fa
th

er
. 

D
o

n
’t 

y—
”

“N
o

t 
m

e 
re

al
 D

a,
 h

e 
w

a
sn

’t.
” 

H
er

 e
ye

s 
to

o
k 

o
n

 a
 h

ar
d

 lo
o

k.
“H

e 
w

as
 g

re
ed

y,
 a

n
’ 

h
e 

w
as

 s
tu

p
id

, 
an

’ 
h

e 
w

as
 s

el
fis

h
, 

an
’ 

h
e

w
a

s 
w

ea
k.

” 
S

h
e 

fr
o

w
n

ed
. 

“A
n

’ n
o

w
 ‘e

e’
s 

d
ea

d
. 

A
n

d
 t

h
at

’s
 a

ll.
”

I 
as

ke
d

 a
b

o
u

t 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
el

se
 t

h
at

 h
ad

 p
u

zz
le

d
 m

e.
“A

n
n

ah
, 

w
h

en
 P

h
ar

od
 w

en
t 

to
 r

et
ur

n
 t

h
e 

tr
ib

u
te

 h
e 

to
o

k
fr

o
m

 m
y 

b
o

d
y,

 h
e 

va
n

is
h

ed
 f

o
r 

a 
w

h
ile

, 
th

en
 c

am
e 

b
ac

k 
—

 b
u

t
h

e 
n

ev
er

 le
ft 

Ill
-W

in
d

 C
o

u
rt

. 
D

o 
yo

u
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
h

e 
w

en
t?

”
“O

h
, 

ay
e 

—
 t

ae
 h

ea
r 

te
ll,

 o
l’ 

st
u

tt
er

-c
ru

tc
h

 h
ad

 g
o

t 
a 

st
as

h
p

it 
so

m
ew

h
er

e 
cl

o
se

 t
ae

 h
im

. 
It’

s 
th

e 
o

nl
y 

re
as

o
n

 I
 c

an
 s

ee
 w

h
y

h
e'

d
 s

et
 u

p 
ki

p
 in

 t
h

at
 f

ilt
h

y,
 d

ra
fty

 h
al

l, 
it 

is
. 

N
o

th
in

g 
b

u
t 

st
in

k
an

d
 s

h
ad

o
w

s.
”

“R
ea

lly
? 

A
n

d
 t

h
at

’s
 w

h
er

e 
h

e 
p

u
ts

 t
h

e 
tr

ib
u

te
 h

e 
ge

ts
? 

B
u

t
w

h
er

e 
w

o
u

ld
 h

e 
ke

ep
 i

t 
al

l?
 I

f 
h

e’
s 

b
ee

n
 a

t 
th

e 
V

ill
ag

e 
fo

r 
as

lo
n

g 
as

 h
e 

sa
ys

, 
h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

am
as

se
d

 q
u

ite
 a

 c
o

lle
ct

io
n

.”
“W

el
l…

” 
A

n
n

ah
 w

as
 s

ile
n

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
 “

I 
kn

o
w

 h
e’

s
n

ev
er

 le
ft 

h
is

 h
al

l t
o

 g
et

 h
is

 t
rib

u
te

 w
h

en
 h

e 
n

ee
d

ed
 it

.”
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A

nnah, P
art I

“H
e w

o
u

ld
n’t w

an
t to

 w
alk far w

ith
 th

at lam
e le

g o
f h

is,
th

ou
gh

.”
“A

ye, th
at’s tru

e —
 bu

t o
n

ly if yeh
 d

o
n

’t w
atch

 h
im

 care
fu

l.
H

e isn
’t lam

e, th
o

u
gh

 h
e pu

ts on
 a fair sh

o
w

 ab
o

ut b
ein

’ w
eak

in
 th

e leg.”
“S

o
 w

h
y d

o
es h

e carry th
at cru

tch
?”

“I d
o

nn
ae.” S

h
e n

od
d

ed
 at m

e. “Y
eh

 m
igh

t as w
ell ask w

h
y

yeh
 h

ave b
o

n
es run

nin
g arou

nd
 yo

u
r w

aist, yeh
 d

o
.”

“S
o

 th
at cru

tch
 o

f h
is…

 cou
ld

 b
e a po

rtal key?
” A

n
n

ah
fro

w
n

ed
 in

 th
ou

gh
t fo

r a m
o

m
en

t, th
en

 slo
w

ly n
o

d
d

ed
 h

er h
ead.

“A
ye…

 th
ere’s a th

o
u

gh
t.” S

h
e sh

ru
gged

. “I w
o

u
ld

n
’t kn

o
w

h
o

w
 yeh

'd
 u

se it, th
ou

gh
. M

ayb
e yeh

 ju
st n

eed
 tae 

have it.”
P

h
arod

 
w

as 
d

ead
, 

b
u

t 
th

ere 
m

igh
t 

b
e 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
co

n
cern

in
g m

e in
 h

is stash. I w
en

t to
 P

h
arod

’s bo
d

y. H
e still h

ad
th

e b
ro

n
ze sph

ere, w
h

ich
 I too

k. I also grab
b

ed
 h

is cru
tch

, and
b

egan
 w

alkin
g ab

o
u

t th
e h

all.
In

 
on

e 
co

rn
er 

th
e 

cru
tch

 
triggered

 
a 

p
o

rtal. 
W

e 
p

assed
th

rou
gh

, in
to P

h
aro

d
’s vau

lt.
I w

as sta
gg

ered
 b

y w
h

at w
e sa

w
. T

h
e vau

lt w
a

s h
u

ge. T
h

ere
w

ere n
o

t ju
st a fe

w
 b

o
o

ks. T
h

ere w
ere sh

elf u
p

o
n

 sh
elf o

f
vo

lu
m

es, in
 an

 o
rd

er w
h

ich
 P

h
aro

d
 h

ad
 taken

 w
ith

 h
im

 to
 h

is
grave. P

iles o
f ru

bb
ish

, asso
rted

 jun
k. P

h
arod

 m
u

st h
ave h

ad
h

elp
 creatin

g this sto
rage sp

ace…
 I th

ou
gh

t I kn
ew

 w
h

at h
ad

b
een

 th
e fate o

f h
is h

elp
ers w

h
en

 h
e w

as d
o

n
e.

W
e se

arch
ed

 u
n

til late in th
e n

igh
t, altho

u
gh

 w
e co

u
ld

 co
ver

o
n

ly a tin
y p

o
rtion

 o
f w

h
at 

w
as th

ere. W
e 

fo
u

n
d

 
m

u
n

d
an

e
treasu

res, it is tru
e, bu

t n
o

th
in

g th
at sh

ed ligh
t o

n m
y p

ast.
W

h
ile M

o
rte and

 D
ak'ko

n
 w

ere search
in

g else
w

h
ere, I to

o
k

th
e op

po
rtun

ity to
 talk to

 A
n

n
ah so

m
e m

o
re. S

h
e loo

ked
 at m

e
q

u
estion

in
gly w

h
en

 I in
d

icated
 I w

an
ted

 to
 sp

eak to h
er.

“A
ye

? W
h

at is it yeh
 w

an
t th

en
?” I asked

 h
er to

 tell m
e

ab
o

u
t h

erself.
“A

ye, n
o

w
 w

h
at yeh

 b
e w

an
tin

g to
 kn

o
w

 ab
o

ut m
e fo

r? A
re

yeh
 jest b

o
red

? It’s n
ot so

m
e gran

d
 tale, it isn

’t, so
 if yeh

’re
exp

ectin
g 

so
m

e 
ep

ic, 
yeh

'd
 

b
est 

go
 

rattle 
yer 

b
o

n
e-bo

x 
at

so
m

eo
n

e 
else, 

jig?” 
I 

en
co

u
raged

 
h

er 
to

 
tell 

m
e 

ab
o

u
t 

h
er

b
ackgro

u
n

d
, w

h
ich

 sh
e too

k to
 m

ean
 h

er tail.
“I seen

 th
e w

a
y yeh

 lo
o

k at m
e tail —

 if it'll keep
 yer e

yes
to

 yerself, th
en

 I'll tell yeh
 w

h
ere it ca

m
e fro

m
: it’s a b

lessin
g

fro
m

 m
e G

ran
d

 D
a…

 o
r m

e G
ran

d
 M

a, w
h

ich
ever o

’ th
em

 w
as

th
e fien

d
. I'm

 a tie
flin

g, so
 I am

, w
ith

 ju
st en

ou
gh

 o
f th

e d
em

o
n

b
loo

d
 in

 m
e to

 sp
ro

u
t th

is tail ou
tta m

e b
ack. T

h
at b

lo
od

 trickled
its w

a
y fro

m
 m

e G
ran

d
 M

a n
’ G

ran
d

 D
a to

 m
e…

 a
fter p

assin
g

P
reparations
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N
o one is certain w

hat happened on that final night, but
w

ith every m
irror that w

as delivered, a L
esser M

atriarch fell
dead. T

here w
ere w

ild tales of spectral form
s that craw

led from
the bodies of the L

esser M
atriarchs as they gazed upon the

m
irrors, and the how

ling cries as they strangled their ow
ners.

In 
response 

to 
the 

assassination 
of 

their 
leaders, 

the
surrounding nations attacked the nation of Y

ehcir-E
ya and razed

it 
to 

the 
ground. 

T
he 

Fanged 
M

irrors 
of 

Y
ehcir-E

ya 
w

ere
scattered and lost.

A
ccording to several planar scholars, the F

anged M
irrors

had the ability to cause a soul to slip from
 its ow

ner and take on
physical form

. W
hether it w

as because the L
esser M

atriarchs
w

ere consum
ed by greed and a desire for conquest or w

hether
the great plate of silvered glass found on the edges of the S

ea of
B

lack S
and w

as evil in itself, the m
irrors created a vicious

reflection of their ow
ners. T

heir souls took on substance and
killed their ow

ners.
W

hen she w
as done, I asked if she knew

 if K
esai-S

erris w
as

R
avel’s d

au
gh

ter. S
h

e rep
lied

 w
ith

 ano
th

er tale.
“O

n
ce u

p
on

 a tim
e, an

 eld
erly m

an
 fro

m
 th

e C
lerk’s W

ard
van

ish
ed

, and
 h

is bo
d

y co
u

ld
 n

ot b
e fo

un
d. T

o
 co

n
ceal it, th

e
m

u
rd

erer b
u

ried
 b

en
eath

 h
im

 an
o

th
er bo

d
y in

 th
e cem

etery. A
d

ivin
er told

 o
f w

h
ere th

e b
o

d
y co

u
ld b

e fo
un

d
, an

d so
 th

ey d
u

g,
an

d
 un

co
vered

 a bo
d

y, b
u

t no
t th

at o
f th

e eld
erly m

an
. T

h
e

y
w

ere co
n

fo
u

n
d

ed. T
h

ey w
ere fo

rced
 to

 release th
e m

an
, an

d
 it

w
a

s n
o

t u
n

til th
ey co

n
tinu

ed
 to

 d
ig to re-b

u
ry th

e o
ld

er m
an

’s
b

o
d

y th
at th

ey fo
u

n
d

 th
e seco

nd
 b

od
y.”

“S
o

m
etim

e
s o

n
e m

u
st d

ig d
eep

ly to
 fin

d
 th

e tru
th

.”
I 

d
ecid

ed
 

to
 

talk 
directly 

to
 

K
esai-S

erris, 
w

h
o

 
I 

h
ad

p
revio

u
sly learn

ed
 w

as a d
au

gh
ter o

f R
avel. I asked

 h
er d

irectly
if R

avel w
as in

 fact h
er m

o
th

er. K
esai su

d
d

en
ly b

ared
 h

er teeth
,

h
er eyes n

arro
w

in
g to

 slits o
f b

lazin
g crim

so
n

.
“W

h
at?

! W
h

ere'd
 yo

u
 h

ear su
ch

 a th
in

g?”
“E

cco
 to

ld m
e.”

“R
id

icu
lou

s! I th
in

k I'd
 know

 if th
at w

icked
 h

ag w
as m

y
o

w
n

 m
o

th
er! N

o
w

 sto
p

 bo
th

erin
g m

e ab
o

u
t it.”

“W
h

o
 is yo

u
r m

o
th

er, th
en

?”
“I d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
, all righ

t? M
y fath

er raised
 m

e; I n
ever kn

e
w

h
er. B

u
t do

 I look like a n
igh

t h
ag, to

 yo
u

?!” T
h

is w
as to

o
im

p
o

rtan
t to sp

are h
er feelin

gs, an
d

 I w
as ab

so
lu

tely fran
k in

 m
y

resp
o

n
se.

“W
ell…

 th
ere is th

e skin
…

 an
d th

e eyes…
 an

d
 m

a
yb

e th
e

teeth
, too

…
”
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P
re

pa
ra

ti
on

s

sp
ee

d.
 U

po
n 

co
m

pl
et

in
g 

ou
r 

ta
sk

, 
w

e 
w

er
e 

th
en

 r
et

ur
ne

d 
to

 t
he

S
o

u
rc

e.
” 

M
o

rt
e 

ex
p

lo
d

ed
 a

s 
N

o
rd

o
m

 fi
n

is
h

ed
.

“W
h

at
 in

 t
h

e 
h

el
ls

 w
as

 t
h

at
, 

yo
u

 s
tu

p
id

 p
o

ly
go

n
?!

 T
h

at
’s

 t
h

e
m

o
st

 
b

o
ri

n
g 

st
o

ry
 

I 
ev

er
 

h
ea

rd
!”

 
N

o
rd

o
m

 
re

p
lie

d
 

in
 

h
is

m
ad

d
en

in
gl

y 
ev

en
 v

o
ic

e.
“I

t 
w

a
s 

w
h

at
 t

o
o

k 
p

la
ce

. 
W

ith
 e

m
b

el
lis

h
m

en
ts

, 
o

f c
o

u
rs

e.
”

“E
m

b
el

lis
h

m
en

ts
?”

 M
o

rt
e 

ga
sp

ed
 w

ith
 d

is
b

el
ie

f.
“I

 t
h

ou
gh

t 
th

e 
re

tu
rn

 t
o 

S
ou

rc
e 

w
as

 a
 p

ar
tic

u
la

rly
 f

itt
in

g
im

a
ge

 t
o

 c
lo

se
 t

h
e 

ta
le

.”
Y

ve
s 

sm
ile

d
. 

“A
 f

in
e 

ta
le

, 
N

o
rd

o
m

. 
A

n
d

 n
o

w
 I

'v
e 

o
n

e 
fo

r
yo

u
 a

n
d

 y
o

u
r 

co
m

p
an

io
n

…
 ‘F

lo
w

er
s 

an
d

 S
en

sa
te

s’
 ”

“T
h

er
e 

w
a

s 
a 

m
an

 w
h

o
 r

ea
d

 m
u

ch
 o

f 
flo

w
er

s 
—

 e
ss

a
ys

,
tr

ea
tis

es
, 

b
io

lo
gi

ca
l 

te
xt

s,
 p

o
et

ry
 —

 a
n

d
 

as
 

su
ch

 
co

n
si

d
er

ed
h

im
se

lf 
w

el
l-

le
ar

n
ed

 i
n

 t
h

e 
w

a
y 

o
f 

flo
w

er
s.

 O
n

e 
d

ay
, 

h
e 

ca
m

e
ac

ro
ss

 a
 h

al
f-

b
lin

d
 g

ar
d

en
er

 w
h

o
 t

en
d

ed
 t

h
e 

S
en

sa
te

 g
ar

d
en

s.
W

h
o

 w
as

 b
lin

d
 in

 th
e 

w
a

y 
o

f f
lo

w
er

s?
”

W
h

ile
 

N
o

rd
o

m
 

an
d

 
Y

ve
s 

h
ad

 
b

ee
n

 
ta

lk
in

g,
 

I 
h

ad
 

b
ee

n
ex

a
m

in
in

g 
th

e 
m

a
gi

ca
l 

m
irr

o
r 

w
h

ic
h

 
h

ad
 

al
so

 
b

ee
n

 
in

 
th

e
‘p

ra
ct

ic
al

’ 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
s 

le
ga

cy
. 

S
ee

in
g 

it,
 Y

ve
s 

o
ffe

re
d

 t
o

 s
h

ar
e

th
e 

ta
le

 ‘F
an

ge
d

 M
irr

o
r 

o
f Y

eh
ci

r-
E

ya
.’

T
h

e 
F

an
ge

d
 M

ir
ro

rs
 o

f 
Y

eh
ci

r-
E

ya
 w

er
e 

th
e 

h
o

p
e 

o
f 

an
e

m
p

ire
.

T
h

e 
la

st
 G

re
at

 M
at

ri
ar

ch
 o

f 
th

e 
S

ea
 o

f 
B

la
ck

 S
an

d
, 

Y
eh

ci
r-

E
ya

, 
fo

u
n

d
 h

er
se

lf 
sl

o
w

ly
 d

yi
n

g.
 S

u
rr

o
u

nd
ed

 b
y 

riv
al

 n
at

io
n

s
th

at
 w

is
h

ed
 t

o
 c

la
im

 h
er

 l
an

d
s 

fo
r 

h
er

 o
w

n
, 

Y
eh

ci
r-

E
ya

 s
o

u
gh

t
to

 c
ho

o
se

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
Le

ss
er

 M
at

ri
ar

ch
s 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

su
rr

o
un

di
n

g
n

at
io

n
s 

an
d 

en
te

r 
in

to
 a

n
 a

lli
an

ce
, 

p
re

se
rv

in
g 

h
er

 n
at

io
n

 a
ga

in
st

in
va

si
o

n
. 

Y
et

 s
h

e 
kn

ew
 n

o
t 

w
h

ic
h

 o
f 

th
e 

Le
ss

er
 M

at
ri

ar
ch

s 
to

tr
u

st
. C
o

n
su

lti
n

g 
h

er
 

o
ra

cl
es

, 
sh

e 
as

ke
d

 
th

em
 

fo
r 

a 
m

e
an

s 
o

f
te

st
in

g 
th

e 
h

ea
rt

s 
o

f 
th

e 
Le

ss
er

 M
at

ri
ar

ch
s.

 T
h

e
y 

to
ld

 h
er

 t
o

tr
av

el
 t

o
 t

h
e 

ed
ge

s 
o

f 
th

e 
S

ea
 o

f 
B

la
ck

 S
an

d
 —

 t
h

er
e,

 w
h

er
e 

th
e

sh
ift

in
g 

b
la

ck
 s

an
d

 g
av

e 
w

a
y 

to
 s

la
te

, 
sh

e 
w

o
u

ld
 f

in
d

 w
h

at
 s

h
e

so
u

gh
t.

T
h

e 
G

re
at

 M
at

ri
ar

ch
 j

o
u

rn
ey

ed
 m

an
y 

le
ag

u
es

, 
tr

av
el

lin
g 

o
n

fo
o

t 
u

nt
il 

sh
e 

re
ac

h
ed

 t
h

e 
ed

ge
s 

o
f 

th
e 

G
re

at
 S

ea
. 

T
h

er
e,

 h
er

 f
e

et
fe

ll 
u

p
o

n 
a 

gr
ea

t 
p

la
te

 o
f 

si
lv

er
ed

 g
la

ss
 t

h
e 

si
ze

 o
f 

a 
co

u
rt

ya
rd

e
m

b
ed

d
ed

 in
 th

e 
flo

o
r 

o
f t

h
e 

d
es

er
t.

H
er

 o
ra

cl
es

 i
n

st
ru

ct
ed

 h
er

 t
o 

cu
t 

th
e 

gr
ea

t 
gl

as
s 

an
d

 f
as

h
io

n
th

irt
y-

th
re

e 
m

irr
o

rs
. 

T
h

es
e 

m
irr

o
rs

 
w

er
e 

se
n

t 
to

 
th

e 
Le

ss
er

M
at

ri
ar

ch
s 

o
f 

th
e 

su
rr

o
un

d
in

g 
n

at
io

n
s 

as
 

gi
fts

. 
T

h
e 

m
irr

o
rs

w
o

u
ld

 t
es

t 
th

ei
r 

h
ea

rt
s,

 th
e 

o
ra

cl
es

 p
re

d
ic

te
d.

A
nn

ah
, P

ar
t I

12
5

th
ro

u
gh

 m
e 

o
w

n
 M

a 
an

 D
a,

 w
h

o
ev

er
 t

h
e

y 
w

er
e.

” 
I 

as
ke

d
 h

er
 t

o
te

ll 
m

e 
m

o
re

 o
f P

h
ar

o
d.

“O
l’ 

st
u

tt
er

-c
ru

tc
h

? 
H

e’
s 

m
e 

D
a…

 w
el

l, 
n

o
t 

m
e re
al

 D
a.

 H
e

fo
u

n
d

 m
e 

w
h

en
 I

 w
as

 a
 w

ee
 g

irl
…

” 
A

n
n

ah
 s

h
ru

gg
ed

. 
“ 

‘E
e

n
ee

d
ed

 a
 C

o
lle

ct
o

r 
to

 c
ra

w
l i

n
ta

 p
la

ce
s 

th
e 

re
st

 o
f 

h
is

 f
at

 g
u

lli
es

co
u

ld
n

’t 
sq

u
ir

m
, 

so
 h

e 
to

o
k 

m
e 

u
n

d
er

 h
is

 c
ru

tc
h

.”
“D

o
n

’t 
ge

t 
h

im
 w

ro
n

g 
b

y 
th

in
ki

n
’ h

e 
h

ad
 a

 k
in

d
 b

o
n

e 
in

 h
is

b
o

d
y…

 h
e 

w
as

n
’t 

sh
ed

d
in

g 
n

o 
te

ar
 fo

r 
m

e 
b

ei
n

’ a
n

 o
rp

h
an

 —
 h

e
ju

st
 n

ee
d

ed
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
to

 h
el

p
 h

im
 s

ca
rp

 d
ea

d
er

s 
o

ff 
th

e 
st

re
et

s 
o

f
th

e 
H

iv
e,

 a
n

’ I
'm

 s
m

al
l e

n
o

u
gh

 s
o

 I
 c

an
 g

et
 in

ta
 p

l
ac

es
 h

is
 o

th
er

b
o

ys
 c

an
’t.

 P
lu

s,
 m

o
st

 o
f 

th
e 

gu
lli

es
 i

n
 h

is
 p

ac
k 

ar
e 

w
ee

 b
o

ys
w

ith
 t

h
e 

fe
ar

 i
n

 ‘e
m

, 
so

 I
 e

n
d

 u
p

 f
in

d
in

g 
m

o
st

 o
f 

th
e 

d
ea

d
er

s 
in

p
la

ce
s 

th
ey

’r
e 

to
o

 a
-s

ca
re

d
 t

o
 lo

o
k.

 T
h

e 
D

u
st

ie
s 

p
ay

 a
 n

ic
e 

b
it 

o
f

co
p

p
er

 f
o

r 
th

e 
d

ea
d

er
s 

I 
b

ri
n

g 
‘e

m
, 

an
d

 P
h

ar
o

d 
do

n
’t 

ta
ke

 s
o

m
u

ch
 o

ff 
th

e 
to

p
 t

h
at

 it
 le

av
es

 m
e 

a 
b

eg
ga

r,
 s

o
 h

e’
s 

n
ot

 s
o

 b
ad

, 
I

s'
p

o
se

.”
“B

ee
n

 a
t 

th
e 

V
ill

ag
e 

lo
n

ge
r 

th
an

 I
. 

C
am

e 
th

er
e 

a 
st

o
n

e’
s 

ag
e

ag
o

, 
m

a
yb

e 
ev

en
 fo
un

d 
th

e 
p

la
ce

, 
so

m
e 

o
’ 

th
e 

vi
lla

ge
rs

 s
a

y.
”

A
n

n
ah

 f
ro

w
n

ed
. 

“P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 a
 s

h
re

w
d

 o
n

e,
 h

e 
is

. 
H

as
 a

 w
a

y 
o

f
sq

u
ee

zi
n

’ 
m

o
re

 o
u

tt
a 

co
p

p
er

 t
h

an
 m

o
st

, 
an

’ 
h

e 
n

ev
er

 w
as

 a
t 

a
la

ck
 f

o
r 

jin
k.

”
“W

a
s 

h
e 

se
ar

ch
in

g 
fo

r 
th

at
 b

ro
n

ze
 s

ph
er

e 
al

l t
h

at
 ti

m
e?

”
“I

 s
'p

o
se

.”
 A

n
n

ah
 s

h
ru

gg
ed

 a
ga

in
. 

“I
 d

o
n

’t 
kn

o
w

 w
h

y 
h

e
w

a
s 

al
l 

a-
fir

e 
ta

e 
ge

t 
it,

 I
 d

on
’t.

 I
 c

o
ul

d
 s

m
el

l 
it 

as
 s

o
on

 a
s 

ye
h

b
ro

u
gh

t 
it 

to
 h

im
.”

 S
h

e 
w

rin
kl

ed
 h

er
 n

o
se

. 
“F

ou
l c

u
st

ar
d

 s
m

el
l i

t
h

ad
. 

S
til

l…
 it

 m
u

st
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

ri
gh

t 
va

lu
ab

le
 f

o
r 

hi
m

ta
e 

ca
rr

y 
o

n
 a

b
o

ut
 i

t 
lik

e 
h

e 
d

id
 —

 a
lm

o
st

 a
 h

al
f-

sc
o

re
 o

’
C

o
lle

ct
o

rs
 g

o
t 

p
en

n
ed

 i
n

 t
h

e 
d

ea
d

-b
o

o
k 

tr
yi

n
’ 

ta
e 

fe
tc

h
 i

t.
” 

I
kn

ew
 t

h
e 

re
as

o
n

 w
h

y 
h

e 
se

ar
ch

ed
 fo

r 
it.

“I
 t

h
in

k 
h

e 
w

as
 s

e
ar

ch
in

g 
fo

r 
it 

b
ec

au
se

 h
e 

th
o

u
gh

t 
it 

w
o

u
ld

sa
ve

 h
is

 li
fe

.”
 S

h
e 

b
lin

ke
d

, 
as

ki
n

g 
w

h
at

 I
 m

e
an

t.
 “

P
h

ar
od

 d
id

n
’t

le
ad

 a
 g

o
o

d 
lif

e,
 I

 g
at

h
er

 —
 h

e 
w

as
 o

n
ce

 a
 ‘

G
u

vn
er

’ 
in

 o
n

e 
o

f
th

e 
U

p
p

er
 W

ar
d

s.
 H

e 
ap

p
ar

en
tly

 u
se

d
 h

is
 p

o
si

tio
n 

to
 l

ie
, 

ch
ea

t,
an

d
 h

u
rt

 o
th

er
s 

in
 t

h
e 

p
ro

ce
ss

 —
 s

o
 m

u
ch

 s
o

 h
e 

w
as

 d
es

tin
ed

 t
o

go
 t

o
 t

h
e 

h
el

ls
 w

h
en

 h
e 

d
ie

d.
 H

e 
th

o
u

gh
t 

th
e 

b
ro

n
ze

 s
p

h
er

e
w

o
u

ld
 s

av
e 

h
im

 s
o

m
eh

o
w

 —
 s

o
 m

u
ch

 s
o

 h
e 

th
re

w
 a

w
a

y 
h

is
tit

le
, 

hi
s 

w
ea

lth
, 

an
d

 h
is

 p
o

si
tio

n
 t

o 
tr

y 
an

d
 fi

n
d 

it.
”

“R
ea

lly
?

” 
S

h
e 

w
en

t 
si

le
n

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 t

h
en

 s
ho

o
k 

h
er

h
ea

d
. 

“N
o

 a
cc

o
un

tin
’ 

fo
r 

P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 f
o

o
lis

h
n

es
s,

 t
h

er
e 

is
n

’t.
 A

tr
in

ke
t 

w
o

n
’t 

sa
ve

 y
eh

 f
ro

m
 f

at
e’

s 
h

an
d

. 
If 

th
e 

st
ai

n
s 

on
 y

er
 s

o
u

l
ar

e 
b

la
ck

 e
n

o
u

gh
, 

n
o

 a
m

o
u

n
t 

o
’ 

w
as

h
in

g 
w

ill
 g

et
 ‘

e
m

 o
u

t.
” 

S
h

e
p

au
se

d
. 

“S
til

l, 
if 

h
e 

th
ou

gh
t 

it 
co

u
ld

 s
av

e 
h

im
, 

m
a

yb
e 

it 
w

as
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A

nnah, P
art I

im
p

o
rtan

t 
so

m
eh

o
w

…
 

o
r 

at 
least 

w
o

rth
 

a 
b

it 
o

’ 
jin

k.” 
I

co
n

sid
ered

 h
er, and

 m
u

rm
u

red
 h

alf to
 m

yself an
 o

b
servatio

n
.

“I d
idn

’t th
in

k yo
u

 and
 h

im
 loo

ked
 m

u
ch

 alike, an
yw

a
y.”

A
n

n
ah

’s e
yes n

arro
w

ed
, an

d
 h

er tail b
egan

 to
 lash b

ack an
d

fo
rth

.“A
n

d
 

w
h

at 
d

o
 

yeh
 

m
ean

 
b

y that, then
?” 

I 
stu

m
b

led
 

in
rep

lyin
g.

“I m
ean

t th
at h

e d
o

esn
’t loo

k m
u

ch
 like a tieflin

g.”
“A

ye, 
h

e d
o

e
sn

’t…
 

and
 

if 
yeh

 
kn

e
w

 
o

n
e 

th
in

g 
ab

o
ut

tieflin
gs o

th
er th

an w
h

at yeh
'd

 h
eard

 fro
m

 an
y h

alf-g
rin

n
in

’
H

iver o
n

 th
e street, yeh

'd
 h

ave th
e sen

se to
 kno

w
 th

at no
n

e o
f u

s
tieflin

gs lo
o

k a-like, jig?” S
h

e sh
oo

k h
er h

ead
. “N

o
 h

op
e fo

r
yeh

, th
at’s fo

r d
ead

-su
re.”

“I d
idn

’t m
ean

 th
at as an

 
insult. Y

o
u bo

th loo
k so

 d
ifferen

t.
I m

e
an

 P
h

arod
's…

 so
…

 
P

harod, and
 yo

u
’re no

t.”
“O

h
, no

w
 w

h
at co

u
ld

a tipp
ed

 yeh
 o

ff to
 th

at? M
y h

air? M
y

skin
? I can

’t th
in

k o
f an

yth
in

g else…
” A

n
n

ah
 slap

p
ed

 h
erself

ligh
tly o

n
 th

e fo
reh

ead
, th

en sn
eered

 sarcastically. “M
a

yb
e it

w
a

s th
e tail? O

h, aye, th
at m

igh
t h

ave b
een

 it! Y
er so

 m
u

ch
sh

arp
er th

an I am
, yeh

 are. A
 real ge

m
.”

“I m
ean

t it’s h
ard

 to
 see an

y resem
b

lan
ce b

etw
een

 th
at u

gly,
sto

o
p

ed
, 

greed
y, 

sm
elly 

gu
tter-tro

ll 
and

 
yo

u
.” 

A
n

n
ah

’s 
face

flu
sh

ed
 a d

eep
 red.

“O
h

, is th
at so? A

n
d

 ho
w

 d
o

 yeh
 see th

at?” I co
u

ld
 n

ot lie to
h

er; I to
ld

 h
er th

e fu
ll tru

th
, w

h
ich

 I on
ly kn

e
w

 as tru
e as I said

it.
“I m

ean
, h

ave yo
u

 ever 
looked at yo

u
rself? A

sid
e fro

m
 th

e
w

a
y yo

u
 carry yo

u
rself, yo

u
’re co

n
fid

en
t, sen

sib
le, an

d
 gracefu

l.
A

n
d

 th
at do

esn
’t even

 take in
to

 acco
u

nt yo
u

r ob
vio

u
s goo

d
lo

o
ks: yo

u
 h

ave th
at rich, fire-red

 h
air, th

o
se sh

arp
 green

 eye
s,

an
d

 th
at strikin

g p
ro

file.”
A

n
n

ah
 

ju
st 

stared
 

at 
m

e. 
I 

w
o

n
d

ered
 

w
h

at 
h

er 
r

eactio
n

in
d

icated
.

“S
o

 th
at’s all I m

ean
t w

h
en

 I said
 yo

u
 an

d
 P

h
arod

 loo
k

n
o

th
in

g alike.”
A

n
n

ah
 n

od
d

ed, still starin
g at m

e. S
h

e d
id

n
’t even

 b
lin

k.
“A

re yo
u

 listen
in

g to
 m

e?”
A

n
n

ah
 su

dd
en

ly lean
ed

 in
, an

d
 sh

e b
it m

e sh
arp

ly o
n

 th
e

n
eck, givin

g a so
ft h

iss. R
ath

er th
an

 p
ullin

g b
ack, sh

e p
ressed

clo
sely in

to
 m

e an
d

 w
h

isp
ered

 in
to

 m
y e

ar.
“D

'yeh
 fan

cy yer ch
an

ces?” H
er tail b

egan
 to

 lash
 slo

w
ly

b
ack an

d
 fo

rth
, b

u
t th

e rh
yth

m
 w

as m
o

re h
yp

n
o

tic th
an an

gry. I
co

u
ld feel A

n
n

ah
’s h

eart b
eatin

g fast in
 h

er ch
est, and

 th
e co

lo
r

P
reparations
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P
R

E
P

A
R

A
T

IO
N

S

I returned to the L
ow

er W
ard, to the G

reat F
oundry, to see w

hat
m

y receipt w
ould get m

e.
W

hen I gave the receipt to a clerk, he returned w
ith a m

etal
fram

ew
ork, w

hich I unfolded. It w
as a shim

m
ering piece of

filigreed 
m

etalw
ork. 

It 
looked 

alm
ost 

gauzy, 
sharp 

edges
protruding from

 it. It m
ust have been im

portant if I left it behind
for m

yself.
T

hen it struck m
e. I m

ust not have been the only incarnation
to learn of the im

portance of the night-hag R
avel. T

his item
 had

b
een

 co
m

m
issio

n
ed

 b
y an

o
th

er in
carn

ation
, th

e ‘p
ractical’ o

n
e,

an
d

 w
h

atever else h
e m

a
y h

a
ve b

een
, h

e w
as e

xtre
m

ely clever.
It w

o
u

ld
 h

ave b
een

 ju
st like h

im
 to

 d
evise a p

lan
 th

at w
o

u
ld take

d
ecad

es to
 reach

 fru
ition

. T
h

e clerk at th
e fo

u
nd

ry h
ad

 said
 th

e
receip

t lo
o

ked
 like it w

as a 
h

u
n

d
red years o

ld
, w

h
ich

 if h
e w

as
righ

t im
p

lied
 th

e p
ro

ject h
ad

 alread
y b

een
 n

early fifty ye
ars o

ld
w

h
en

 m
y ‘p

ractical’ in
carn

atio
n

 created
 th

e legacy to
 h

o
ld

 th
e

receip
t.

A
n

d
 if th

is w
as a m

ean
s to

 reach
 R

avel, it co
u

ld
 o

n
ly b

e a
p

o
rtal. M

o
re, I alread

y kn
e

w
 w

h
at th

e ke
y w

as to
 o

p
en

 it, a
‘p

iece o
f R

avel.’ I kn
e

w
 ju

st w
h

ere to
 get th

e ke
y, as w

ell. I
fo

ld
ed

 th
e p

o
rtal b

ack to
geth

er, and
 sto

w
ed

 it. T
h

e F
o

un
d

ry
clerk, w

h
o

 h
ad b

een
 starin

g at th
e p

o
rtal tryin

g to
 figu

re o
u

t
w

h
at 

it 
w

a
s, 

w
o

u
ld

 
p

ro
b

ab
ly 

n
ever 

learn
 

an
yth

in
g 

m
o

re. 
I

sm
iled

 at th
e th

ou
gh

t; it w
as ju

st as w
ell fo

r h
im

.
I h

u
rried

 fro
m

 th
e F

o
un

d
ry, h

ead
ed

 b
ack to

 th
e C

lerk’s
W

ard
, an

d
 th

e B
ro

th
el o

f S
lakin

g In
tellectu

al Lu
sts. A

s w
e

en
tered

, M
o

rte asked
 G

ra
ce a q

u
estio

n
.

“S
o

, G
race…

 yo
u

 u
h

, h
ave an

y sisters?”
“T

h
o

u
san

d
s.” w

as h
er rep

ly.
“G

ive m
e a m

o
m

en
t to

 b
e d

elirio
u

s w
ith

 jo
y.”

D
esp

ite th
e u

rgen
cy o

f m
y self-im

p
o

sed
 erran

d
, I d

ecid
ed to

visit Y
ves th

e T
ale-C

h
aser first. I w

as cu
rio

u
s if N

o
rd

o
m

 h
ad

an
y co

n
cep

tio
n

 o
f w

h
at a tale w

as, an
d

 I asked
 h

im
 to

 sh
are a

sto
ry.“In

 th
e 1

3
.7

th R
evo

lu
tio

n, w
e w

ere req
u

ired
 to

 fix gear an
d

co
g 

su
b

-set 
thirty-o

n
e 

in
 

th
e 

fifth
 

rin
g 

o
f 

M
ech

an
u

s. 
W

e
re

m
o

ved
 th

e o
b

stru
ction

 and
 th

e gear tu
rn

ed as p
er its n

o
rm

al
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6

A
dv

oc
at

e 
Ia

nn
is

K
n

o
w

 t
h

is
, 

m
y 

Lo
ve

…
 I

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

y 
yo

u
 w

er
e 

fo
rc

ed
 t

o
sh

ie
ld

 y
o

u
r 

fe
el

in
gs

 f
ro

m
 m

e.
 Y

o
u

 s
ou

gh
t 

to
 p

ro
te

ct
 m

e 
fr

o
m

th
e 

te
rr

ib
le

 b
u

rd
en

 y
o

u
 c

ar
ry

 w
ith

 y
o

u
. 

T
h

e 
d

is
ta

n
ce

 y
o

u
 k

ep
t

b
et

w
ee

n
 

u
s 

w
as

 
yo

u
r 

w
a

y 
o

f 
p

ro
te

ct
in

g 
m

e,
 

an
d

 
th

e 
b

rie
f

m
o

m
en

ts
 w

h
en

 w
e 

w
er

e 
al

o
n

e 
an

d
 y

o
u

 l
et

 y
o

u
r 

fe
el

in
gs

 b
e

kn
o

w
n

, 
th

at
 w

as
 w

h
en

 I
 k

n
ew

 y
o

u
 c

ar
ed

 f
o

r 
m

e.
 C

ar
ry

 n
o

re
gr

et
s 

w
ith

 y
o

u
, 

ca
rr

y 
n

o
 g

u
ilt

, 
fo

r 
I 

ca
m

e 
w

ith
 y

o
u

 o
n

 y
o

u
r

h
au

n
te

d
 j

ou
rn

ey
 o

f 
m

y 
o

w
n

 a
cc

o
rd

, 
an

d
 n

o
 m

at
te

r 
h

o
w

 d
ea

th
ca

m
e 

fo
r 

m
e,

 I
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 d

id
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g 
in

 y
o

u
r 

po
w

er
 t

o
sa

ve
 m

e.
O

u
r 

liv
es

 a
re

 in
te

rt
w

in
ed

 m
y 

Lo
ve

, 
an

d
 d

ea
th

 s
h

al
l n

o
t 

b
e 

a
w

al
l b

et
w

ee
n

 u
s.

F
o

r 
m

y 
S

ig
h

t 
h

as
 s

ee
n

 w
h

at
 i

s 
to

 c
o

m
e,

 o
n

ly
 i

n
 s

ta
cc

at
o

se
g

m
en

ts
, 

b
ut

 i
t 

is
 e

n
ou

gh
 f

o
r 

m
e 

to
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
at

 w
e 

w
ill

 b
e

se
p

ar
at

ed
 f

o
r 

a 
tim

e,
 b

u
t 

w
e 

sh
al

l 
b

e 
re

co
n

ci
le

d
 a

ga
in

. 
T

h
u

s,
 d

o
n

o
t 

se
e 

m
y 

d
ea

th
 a

s 
a 

fa
re

w
el

l, 
b

u
t 

o
n

ly
 a

s 
an

 in
te

rv
al

 b
ef

o
re

 w
e

m
ee

t 
ag

ai
n

. 
C

ar
ry

 m
y 

rin
g 

w
ith

 y
o

u
, 

an
d 

th
es

e 
o

th
er

 p
ie

ce
s 

o
f

m
e,

 a
n

d
 t

hi
n

k 
o

f 
m

e.
 K

ee
p

 m
e 

in
 y

o
u

r 
m

in
d

 a
nd

 h
ea

rt
, 

an
d

 t
h

at
w

ill
 b

e 
th

e 
b

ea
co

n 
th

at
 b

rin
gs

 u
s 

to
ge

th
er

.
F

o
re

ve
r,

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

.
I 

ex
a

m
in

ed
 t

h
e 

rin
g 

sh
e 

h
ad

 l
ef

t 
fo

r 
m

e,
 h

av
in

g 
d

iff
ic

u
lty

se
ei

n
g 

it,
 f

o
r 

m
y 

vi
si

o
n

 w
as

 b
lu

rr
ed

 w
ith

 u
n

sh
ed

 t
ea

rs
. 

S
o

m
e

m
e

m
o

ry
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
d

ep
th

s 
o

f m
y 

m
in

d
 a

llo
w

ed
 m

e 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

it.
T

h
e 

iv
o

ry
 r

in
g 

ra
d

ia
te

d
 a

 s
lig

h
t 

gl
o

w
, 

an
d 

th
o

u
gh

 it
 w

as
 c

o
ld

to
 t

h
e 

to
u

ch
, 

th
e 

ch
ill

 w
as

 s
tr

an
ge

ly
 c

o
m

fo
rt

in
g.

 A
m

o
n

g 
th

e
m

an
y 

se
cr

et
s 

o
f 

th
e 

S
o

ci
et

y 
o

f 
S

en
sa

tio
n

, 
I 

h
ad

 r
em

e
m

b
er

ed
,

w
a

s 
th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 t
o

 s
h

ap
e 

a 
p

ec
u

lia
r 

st
on

e 
fr

o
m

 E
ly

si
u

m
, 

d
u

bb
ed

“s
o

u
ls

to
n

e.
” 

W
h

ile
 t

h
is

 s
to

n
e 

w
as

 n
o

t 
as

 p
o

w
er

fu
l a

s 
th

e 
se

n
so

ry
st

o
n

es
, 

th
e 

so
ul

 
st

on
e 

w
as

 
sa

id
 

to
 

ca
rr

y 
an

 
im

p
rin

t 
o

f 
th

e
sh

ap
er

’s
 

fe
el

in
gs

. 
S

u
ch

 
rin

gs
 

w
er

e 
o

fte
n

 
u

se
d

 
in

 
S

en
sa

te
m

ar
ria

g
e 

ce
re

m
o

n
ie

s,
 e

ac
h

 r
in

g 
in

sc
rib

ed
 w

ith
 t

h
e 

fe
el

in
gs

 o
f

th
e 

o
th

er
.

I 
p

u
t 

th
e 

rin
g 

on
 m

y 
fin

ge
r,

 r
es

o
lv

in
g 

to
 f

in
d

 s
o

m
e 

w
a

y 
to

h
el

p
 D

ei
on

ar
ra

. 
T

h
e 

iv
o

ry
 b

an
d

 s
tr

et
ch

ed
 t

o
 f

it 
th

e 
w

id
th

 o
f 

m
y

fin
ge

r.

A
nn

ah
, P

ar
t I

12
7

ri
si

ng
 i

nt
o 

he
r 

ch
ee

ks
. 

I 
su

dd
en

ly
 b

ec
am

e 
co

ns
ci

ou
s 

of
 t

he
 f

ac
t

th
at

 
A

n
n

ah
’s

 
sk

in
 

w
as

 
sm

o
o

th
, 

so
ft.

 
“I

 
w

an
t 

ta
e 

te
ll 

ye
h

so
m

et
h

in
g,

 a
n

’ y
eh

 c
an

’t 
p

o
ke

 fu
n

 a
t 

m
e.

”
“A

ll 
ri

gh
t…

” 
I 

re
p

lie
d

.
“D

o
 y

eh
 k

n
o

w
 I

 li
ke

 t
h

e 
w

a
y 

ye
h

 
sm

el
l?

 O
h

, 
ay

e 
—

 it
 d

riv
es

m
e 

b
ar

m
ie

r 
th

an
 a

 C
h

ao
sm

an
, 

it 
d

o
es

.”
 S

h
e 

sn
iff

ed
 u

p
 t

h
e 

si
d

e
o

f 
m

y 
ch

ee
k,

 a
n

d
 s

h
e 

ga
ve

 a
 lo

w
, 

ea
g

er
 h

is
s.

 “
I 

se
e 

th
e 

w
a

y 
ye

h
lo

o
k 

at
 m

e,
 a

n
d

 I
 li
ke

 i
t. 

Y
eh

'v
e 

go
t 

h
un

gr
y e

ye
s,

 y
eh

 d
o

. 
It

m
ak

e
s 

m
e 

a-
fir

e.
”

“I
 

w
an

t 
ta

e 
b

ite
 

ye
h

, 
so

ft-
lik

e 
ar

o
u

n
d

 
th

e 
n

ec
k…

” 
S

h
e

te
as

ed
 t

h
e 

si
d

e 
o

f 
m

y 
n

ec
k 

w
ith

 h
er

 t
ee

th
, 

n
ev

er
 b

re
ak

in
g 

sk
in

,
an

d
 w

ith
 e

ve
ry

 w
h

is
p

er
, 

I 
co

u
ld

 f
ee

l 
h

er
 b

re
at

h 
al

o
n

g 
m

y 
ea

r.
H

er
 h

an
d

 s
lid

 u
p

 a
ro

un
d

 t
h

e 
b

ac
k 

o
f 

m
y 

n
ec

k,
 a

n
d

 t
ig

h
te

n
ed

,
an

d
 I

 c
ou

ld
 f

ee
l 

h
er

 n
ai

ls
 d

ig
gi

n
g 

in
to

 m
y 

sk
in

. 
“I

 w
an

t 
ta

 d
ra

g
m

e 
n

ai
ls

 a
lo

n
g 

th
e 

b
ac

k 
o

f 
ye

r 
n

ec
k,

 a
n

d
 fo

rc
e 

ye
h

 t
o

 k
is

s 
m

e.
”

“D
o

 y
eh

 k
n

o
w

 I
 c

an
 sm

el
l 

ye
h

 f
ro

m
 f

ift
y 

p
ac

es
, 

th
at

 s
m

el
l

o
f 

fe
rm

al
d

yh
e 

p
o

u
rin

g 
o

ffa
 

ye
h

 
lik

e 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
em

 
d

u
st

ie
sh

am
b

le
rs

. 
M

a
yb

e 
if 

ye
h

 c
le

an
ed

 y
er

se
lf 

u
p

 s
o

m
e,

 y
eh

'd
 b

e 
a

rig
h

t 
p

ri
ze

.”
 H

er
 e

ye
s 

fla
sh

ed
. 

“I
'd

 m
a

ke
 p

as
si

o
n

 w
ith

 y
eh

 s
o

h
ar

d
 y

eh
'd

 b
e 

kn
o

ck
ed

 o
ff 

th
e 

sp
ir

e.
” 

S
h

e 
st

ep
p

ed
 b

ac
k,

 h
er

 t
ai

l
fli

ck
in

g 
lig

h
tly

 a
g

ai
n

st
 m

y 
le

g,
 t

h
en

 g
av

e 
m

e 
a 

h
ar

d
 s

ta
re

. 
“S

o
…

d
'y

eh
 fa

n
cy

 m
e?

”
I 

d
id

n
’t 

re
p

ly
, 

b
u

t 
gr

ab
b

ed
 A

n
n

ah
, 

an
d

 b
ef

o
re

 s
h

e 
co

u
ld

sq
u

ir
m

 f
re

e,
 I

 b
it 

h
er

 l
ig

h
tly

 o
n

 t
h

e 
n

ec
k.

 A
s 

m
y 

te
et

h
 t

o
u

ch
ed

th
e 

sk
in

, 
A

n
n

ah
 h

is
se

d
 lo

ud
ly

, 
cl

aw
in

g 
lik

e 
a 

ca
t,

 a
n

d
 t

o
re

 a
w

a
y

fr
o

m
 m

e.
“I

 w
a

s 
o

n
ly

 te
as

in
’ y

eh
, 

ye
h

 s
ca

rr
ed

 v
a

m
p

ir
e

! 
L-

l-
le

a
ve

 o
ff!

”
D

es
p

ite
 h

er
 p

ro
te

st
at

io
n

s,
 h

o
w

ev
er

, 
h

er
 f

ac
e 

w
as

 f
lu

sh
ed

, 
an

d
sh

e 
w

as
 b

re
at

h
in

g 
h

ea
vi

ly
. 

“A
n

’ w
at

ch
 y

er
 m

itt
s 

n
ex

t 
tim

e
!”

 S
h

e
cr

o
ss

ed
 h

er
 a

rm
s.

 “
Y

eh
 m

a
ki

n
’ m

e 
re

d
, 

ye
h

 a
re

!”
I 

st
ep

p
ed

 b
ac

k 
a 

lit
tle

 a
s 

w
el

l. 
N

o
w

 t
h

at
 I

 h
ad

 a
 m

o
m

en
t 

to
th

in
k,

 I
 w

o
rr

ie
d

 t
h

at
 I

 m
ig

h
t 

b
e 

ta
ki

n
g 

ad
va

n
ta

ge
 

o
f 

h
er

. 
I

w
o

n
d

er
ed

 h
o

w
 m

u
ch

 o
f 

h
er

 rea
ct

io
n

 w
as

 d
u

e 
to

 P
h

ar
o

d
’s

 d
ea

th
,

w
h

o
 d

es
p

ite
 h

er
 w

o
rd

s 
I c

o
u

ld
 t

el
l s

h
e 

h
ad

 c
ar

ed
 fo

r 
ve

ry
 m

u
ch

.
U

n
n

o
tic

ed
 b

y 
u

s 
M

o
rt

e 
h

ad
 r

et
u

rn
ed

, 
an

d
 f

o
r 

on
ce

 I
 w

as
gr

at
e

fu
l 

fo
r 

h
is

 b
ar

b
ed

 w
it,

 w
h

ic
h

 g
o

t 
m

e 
o

u
t 

o
f 

w
h

at
 

h
ad

su
d

d
en

ly
 t

u
rn

ed
 a

w
kw

ar
d

. 
M

o
rt

e 
m

ad
e 

o
n

e 
o

f h
is

 u
su

al
 m

o
rd

an
t

o
b

se
rv

at
io

n
s.

“I
'd

 j
u

st
 l

ik
e 

to
 i

n
te

rj
ec

t 
h

er
e 

an
d

 p
o

in
t 

o
u

t 
th

at
 I

'm
 n

o
t

go
in

g 
to

 s
ay

 a
n

yt
h

in
g 

to
 s

p
o

il 
th

e 
m

o
o

d,
 c

h
ie

f. 
I'l

l j
u

st
 f

lo
at

 h
er

e
an

d
 w

at
ch

. 
D

o
n

’t 
m

in
d

 m
e 

—
 j

u
st

 s
itt

in
g 

h
er

e,
 f

lo
at

in
g 

an
d

w
at

ch
in

g,
 t

h
at

’s
 m

e.
”
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A

nnah, P
art I

A
n

n
ah

 said
, “S

to
p

 starin
’ at m

e, yeh
 p

ikin
’ sku

ll.” I ju
st

an
n

ou
n

ced
 th

at it w
as late an

d
 w

e n
eed

ed
 to

 rest. It m
igh

t take a
m

o
n

th
 to

 see if th
ere w

as an
yth

in
g o

f real w
o

rth
 to

 m
e in

P
h

arod
’s vau

lt, and
 I d

idn
’t w

an
t to

 w
aste th

e tim
e. W

e n
eed

ed
to

 m
o

ve o
n

.

A
dvocate Iannis

325

estab
lish

ed
 a legacy h

ere…
” H

e w
a

s starin
g at th

e item
s, alm

o
st

h
yp

n
o

tized
. “H

ere yo
u

 are. If I m
a

y…
 m

a
y I read

 th
e

m
, sir?” I

co
u

ld no
t d

en
y h

im
. O

n
e scro

ll h
eld

 a h
ealin

g en
ch

an
tm

en
t, b

u
t

th
e o

th
er w

as a n
o

te w
ritten

 b
y h

is d
au

gh
ter.

“O
f co

u
rse. H

ere yo
u

 are.” Ian
n

is too
k th

e scro
ll an

d
 stu

died
it. T

h
ere w

as a lo
n

g silen
ce, th

en
 h

e slo
w

ly lo
o

ked
 up

 at m
e.

“Y
o

u
…

 m
ean

t very m
u

ch
 to

 m
y d

au
gh

ter. S
h

e w
as w

illin
g

to
 give u

p
 h

er life fo
r yo

u
.”

“I b
elieve th

at is th
e case.” Ian

n
is h

and
ed

 th
e scro

ll b
ack to

m
e.“T

h
an

k yo
u

, sir. I app
reciate yo

u
r kin

d
n

ess.”
“It is th

e least I can
 d

o
.”

I w
as ab

o
u

t to
 leave, b

u
t I h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 fu

lly h
o

n
est w

ith
Ian

n
is. I kn

ew
 so

m
eth

in
g m

o
re ab

o
u

t h
is d

au
gh

ter, an
d

 I d
id

n
’t

fe
el righ

t ab
ou

t leavin
g w

ith
o

u
t m

en
tio

n
in

g it. E
ven

 th
ou

gh
w

h
at I h

ad
 to say co

u
ld

 o
nly in

crease h
is ago

n
y.

“I sa
w

 a w
o

m
an

 b
y th

e n
am

e o
f D

eio
n

arra in
terred

 in
 th

e
M

o
rtu

ary m
e

m
o

rial h
all. S

h
e h

ad b
eco

m
e a gh

o
st an

d
 claim

ed
th

at sh
e kn

ew
 m

e.”
“W

h
…

 w
h

at?!” Ian
n

is loo
ked

 flu
stered

. “W
h

…
 w

h
at d

id
yo

u
 ju

st say?
!”

“H
er sp

irit no
w

 resid
es in

 th
e m

em
o

rial h
all. I sp

o
ke w

ith
h

er fo
r a tim

e, an
d

 sh
e seem

s to
 b

e in
 d

istress.”
“Y

o
u

…
 spo

ke to
 h

er?!” Ian
n

is seem
ed

 to
 b

eco
m

e 
m

o
re

co
n

fu
sed

 b
y th

e m
o

m
en

t. “W
h

at d
istresses h

er?”
“M

e, ap
p

aren
tly. S

h
e said

 th
at sh

e lo
ved

 m
e an

d
 th

at I h
ad

lo
ved

 h
er…

 and
 th

at I h
ad

 fo
rsaken

 h
er.”

“I 
see.” 

Ian
n

is 
fro

w
n

ed
 

an
d

 
stud

ied
 

m
e…

 
h

is 
face 

h
ad

b
eco

m
e like sto

n
e. “Y

o
u

 are th
e o

n
e sh

e left S
igil w

ith
. T

h
e on

e
w

h
o

 led
 h

er o
n

 th
e jo

u
rn

ey th
at killed

 h
er.”

I 
h

ad
 

n
o

th
in

g 
to

 
say 

to
 

Ian
n

is’ 
accu

sation
, 

b
ecau

se 
I

b
elieved

 it w
as tru

e. I h
ad

 led
 h

er on
 a jou

rn
ey, h

ad
 d

elib
erately

m
an

ip
u

lated h
er in

to co
m

in
g w

ith
 m

e ju
st to

 u
se h

er po
w

ers.
T

h
e fact th

at I d
id

n
’t d

irectly re
m

e
m

b
er th

ese e
ven

ts, o
r th

at I
n

o
w

 
felt 

exq
u

isite 
an

gu
ish

 
o

ver 
h

er 
fate, 

d
idn

’t, 
co

u
ld

n’t,
ch

an
ge w

h
at h

ad
 h

ap
p

en
ed

. I left h
is ho

u
se w

ith
ou

t ano
th

er
w

o
rd

.
O

n
ce o

u
tsid

e, I o
p

en
ed

 th
e scroll fro

m
 D

eio
n

arra’s Le
ga

cy.
M

y Lo
ve,

If yo
u

 are read
in

g th
is, th

en
 th

e traged
y I h

ave S
een

 h
as

co
m

e to
 p

ass. I h
ave d

ied
, an

d
 yo

u
 h

ave re
m

ain
ed

 to
 su

ffer th
e

lo
ss.
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4

A
dv

oc
at

e 
Ia

nn
is

“I
 d

o
 n

o
t 

kn
o

w
…

 h
er

 b
o

d
y 

w
as

 n
ev

er
 r

ec
o

ve
re

d
.”

 I
an

n
is

’
fa

ce
 t

u
rn

ed
 b

lo
o

d
-r

ed
 a

n
d 

h
is

 h
an

d
s 

cl
en

ch
ed

 i
n

to
 f

is
ts

. 
“A

n
d

th
at

 i
s 

p
er

h
ap

s 
th

e 
m

o
st

 
m

ad
de

ni
ng

 p
ar

t 
o

f 
th

is
 m

is
er

y…
 I

 w
ill

n
ev

er
 

kn
o

w
 

w
h

at
 

p
o

ss
es

se
d

 
h

er
 

to
 

ru
n

 
o

ff 
lik

e 
th

at
, 

w
h

at
h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 h

er
, n

or
 w

h
er

e 
h

er
 b

od
y 

lie
s 

n
o

w
!”

“F
o

rg
iv

e 
m

e 
fo

r 
as

ki
n

g,
 b

u
t 

h
o

w
 d

o
 y

o
u

 k
no

w
 s

h
e’

s 
d

ea
d

 if
yo

u
 n

ev
er

 s
a

w
 t

h
e 

b
o

d
y?

”
“I

t 
is

 m
o

st
 c

u
ri

o
u

s…
 I

 w
en

t 
to

 t
h

e 
D

u
st

m
en

 t
o

 s
ee

 i
f 

th
ey

h
ad

 f
o

u
nd

 h
er

 b
o

d
y,

 a
n

d
 t

h
ey

 d
ir

ec
te

d
 m

e 
to

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

ei
r 

fa
ct

io
n

o
u

ts
id

e 
th

e 
D

u
st

m
an

 m
o

n
u

m
en

t…
 a

 D
u

st
m

an
 n

a
m

ed
 ‘D

ea
th

-o
f-

N
a

m
es

,’ 
I 

b
el

ie
ve

. 
H

e 
is

 s
ai

d
 t

o
 b

e 
an

 o
ra

cl
e 

o
f 

so
rt

s,
 c

o
n

ce
rn

in
g

th
o

se
 w

h
o

 h
av

e 
d

ie
d

. 
H

e 
to

ld
 m

e 
m

y 
d

au
gh

te
r 

h
ad

 d
ie

d
.”

“D
o

 
yo

u
 

kn
o

w
 

an
yt

h
in

g 
ab

ou
t 

th
is

 
m

an
 

sh
e 

jo
u

rn
ey

ed
w

ith
?” “L

itt
le

. 
I 

b
ar

el
y 

e
ve

n
 k

n
e

w
 o

f 
h

is
 e

xi
st

en
ce

 u
n

til
 s

h
e 

h
ad

d
ep

ar
te

d
. 

B
y 

th
en

, 
it 

w
as

 t
o

o
 l

at
e 

to
 h

av
e 

kn
o

w
n

 h
im

.”
 I

 b
ar

el
y

kn
ew

 I
an

n
is

, 
b

u
t 

I o
w

ed
 h

im
 a

t 
le

as
t 

p
ar

t 
o

f t
h

e 
tr

u
th

.
“I

 b
el

ie
ve

 t
h

e 
m

an
 w

as
 m

e.
 B

u
t 

I 
h

av
e 

fo
rg

o
tt

en
 m

u
ch

.”
“Y

o
u

?!
” 

Ia
n

n
is

 
lo

o
ke

d
 

m
e 

u
p

 
an

d
 

d
o

w
n

. 
“Y

o
u 

ar
e 

th
e

o
n

e…
 a

nd
 y

o
u

 s
ay

 y
o

u
 h

av
e fo
rg

ot
te

n?
!”

 I
an

n
is

 d
re

w
 h

im
se

lf
u

p
; 

h
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 l
ik

e 
h

e 
w

as
 s

q
u

ar
in

g 
h

im
se

lf 
fo

r 
a 

b
at

tle
. 

“Y
o

u
h

av
e f

or
go

tt
en

…
 b

u
t 

th
e 

in
ci

d
en

t 
w

as
 n

o
t 

so
 lo

n
g 

ag
o

. 
H

o
w

 c
an

th
is

 b
e?

” 
N

o
t 

so
 l

o
n

g 
ag

o
? 

M
o

re
 t

h
an

 f
ift

y 
ye

ar
s 

in
 t

h
e 

p
as

t.
Ia

n
n

is
 m

u
st

 b
e 

o
ld

er
 th

an
 I

 fi
rs

t 
th

ou
gh

t.
 B

ut
 I

 c
ou

ld
 s

ee
 h

o
w

 h
is

to
rm

en
t 

w
as

 s
til

l f
re

sh
 t

o
 h

im
, 

an
d

 h
is

 d
au

gh
te

r’
s 

lo
ss

 m
u

st
 s

til
l

se
e

m
 li

ke
 it

 h
ad

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 o

n
ly

 y
es

te
rd

a
y.

“I
 h

av
e 

a 
st

ra
n

ge
 c

o
n

d
iti

on
…

 I
 l

o
se

 m
ys

el
f…

 f
o

r 
a 

tim
e.

A
n

yt
h

in
g 

yo
u

 c
an

 t
el

l 
m

e 
ab

o
u

t 
m

ys
el

f 
o

r 
yo

u
r 

d
au

gh
te

r 
w

o
u

ld
b

e 
in

va
lu

ab
le

.”
“C

o
u

n
tle

ss
 l

ia
rs

 h
av

e 
I 

kn
o

w
n

 i
n

 m
y 

te
n

u
re

 i
n

 t
h

is
 c

ity
.”

Ia
n

n
is

 s
tu

d
ie

d 
m

e 
in

te
n

tly
. 

“Y
o

u
 d

o 
no

t 
st

rik
e 

m
e 

as
 o

n
e 

o
f

th
em

…
 a

t 
le

as
t 

o
n

 t
h

is
 m

at
te

r.
” 

H
e 

si
gh

ed
. 

“I
f 

yo
u

 t
ru

ly
 d

o
 n

o
t

re
m

e
m

b
er

, 
th

en
 w

h
at

ev
er

 b
e

fe
ll 

yo
u

 a
n

d
 m

y 
d

au
gh

te
r 

o
n 

yo
u

r
jo

u
rn

ey
 m

u
st

 h
av

e 
le

ft 
d

ee
p

 s
ca

rs
.”

“I
 a

m
 in

cl
in

ed
 to

 a
gr

ee
.”

“T
h

en
 I

 a
sk

 y
o

u
r 

w
o

rd
 o

n
 t

h
is

: 
If 

yo
u

r 
m

e
m

o
ry

 r
et

u
rn

s,
 a

n
d

yo
u

 d
is

co
ve

r 
w

h
at

 h
as

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 m
y 

d
au

gh
te

r,
 r

et
u

rn
 to

 m
e 

so
th

at
 m

y 
m

in
d

 m
a

y 
at

 la
st

 b
e 

at
 r

es
t 

o
n

 th
is

 m
at

te
r.

”
“I

 w
ill

 d
o

 t
h

at
.”

I 
th

en
 a

sk
ed

 f
o

r 
th

e 
le

ga
cy

 D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 h
ad

 l
ef

t 
fo

r 
m

e.
 H

e
d

is
ap

p
ea

re
d

 fo
r 

a 
tim

e.
“A

ll 
th

e 
ar

tic
le

s 
ar

e 
ac

co
u

n
te

d
 f

o
r…

” 
Ia

nn
is

 w
as

 h
o

ld
in

g
tw

o
 s

cr
o

lls
 a

n
d

 a
 r

in
g 

in
 h

is
 h

an
d

s.
 “

I 
h

ad
 n

o
 i

d
ea

 s
h

e 
h

ad

C
ha

os
 D

og
s 

B
ar

ki
ng

12
9

C
H

A
O

S
 D

O
G

S
 B

A
R

K
IN

G

T
he

 n
ex

t 
da

y 
I 

w
as

 r
ea

dy
 t

o 
se

e 
w

he
re

 A
nn

ah
 h

ad
 f

ou
nd

 m
y

b
o

d
y.

 A
s 

w
e 

m
o

ve
d

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 R

ag
p

ic
ke

r’s
 S

q
u

ar
e,

 I
 t

ho
u

gh
t 

o
f

m
y 

p
ro

m
is

e 
to

 t
el

l 
S

h
ar

eg
ra

ve
 

w
h

er
e 

P
h

ar
od

’s
 b

o
di

es
 c

a
m

e
fr

o
m

. 
B

u
t 

h
e 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

 d
o

ub
t 

co
n

tin
u

e 
ex

ac
tly

 w
h

er
e 

P
h

ar
od

h
ad

 l
ef

t 
o

ff.
 E

ve
n

 i
f 

I 
d

id
n

’t 
te

ll 
S

h
ar

eg
ra

ve
, 

so
m

e 
b

er
k 

w
o

u
ld

so
o

n 
ta

ke
 c

o
n

tr
o

l 
o

f 
th

e 
B

u
ri

ed
 V

ill
ag

e,
 a

nd
 o

rg
an

iz
e 

m
o

re
ex

p
ed

iti
o

n
s 

in
to

 th
e 

ca
ta

co
m

b
s,

 lo
o

tin
g 

th
e 

d
ea

d.
I 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

 t
h

is
 a

s 
w

e 
w

al
ke

d
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
H

iv
e,

 a
nd

 c
am

e
u

p
 

w
ith

 
a 

so
lu

tio
n.

 
I 

st
o

pp
ed

 
at

 
th

e 
G

at
h

er
in

g 
D

u
st

 
b

ar
, 

a
D

u
st

m
an

 h
an

go
u

t,
 a

nd
 t

al
ke

d
 t

o
 s

ev
er

al
 i

n
si

d
e.

 T
h

e 
D

u
st

m
en

ev
id

en
tly

 a
lr

e
ad

y 
su

sp
ec

te
d

 w
h

er
e 

P
h

ar
od

 m
u

st
 b

e 
ge

tt
in

g 
hi

s
b

o
di

es
, 

an
d 

I 
d

es
cr

ib
ed

 t
o 

on
e 

in
d

iv
id

u
al

 w
h

at
 h

e 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

d
o

in
g,

 a
n

d 
w

h
er

e 
h

is
 b

od
ie

s 
w

er
e 

co
m

in
g 

fr
o

m
. 

I 
fe

lt 
b

et
te

r,
si

n
ce

 
n

o
w

 
H

ar
gr

im
m

’s
 

an
d

 
S

ta
le

 
M

ar
y’

s 
ch

ar
ge

s 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e

p
ro

te
ct

ed
.

A
s 

w
e 

w
al

ke
d

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

H
iv

e 
I 

sa
w

 c
o

m
in

g 
to

w
ar

d
s 

u
s 

a
gi

th
ze

ra
i 

in
h

ab
ita

n
t 

o
f 

S
ig

il.
 I

 m
o

ve
d

 t
o

 i
n

te
rc

ep
t 

hi
m

. 
T

h
e 

gi
th

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
fa

ce
 m

e 
as

 I
 a

p
p

ro
ac

h
ed

. 
Li

ke
 D

ak
'k

o
n

, 
h

e 
h

ad
 a

ye
llo

w
 c

a
st

 t
o

 h
is

 s
ki

n 
an

d 
a 

ga
u

n
t 

fr
am

e.
 H

is
 c

lo
th

in
g 

w
as

 a
cu

rio
u

s 
b

le
nd

 o
f s

h
ar

p
 c

o
lo

rs
 a

n
d 

d
ul

l, 
m

u
d

-s
ta

in
ed

 b
ro

w
n

s.
 T

h
e

gi
th

’s
 d

ea
d

-b
la

ck
 e

ye
s 

fli
ck

er
ed

 o
ve

r 
D

a
k'

ko
n

, 
th

en
 m

e.
 I

 h
ad

le
ar

n
ed

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
o

f 
p

o
lit

e 
gi

th
ze

ra
i 

ta
lk

 f
ro

m
 D

ak
'k

o
n

, 
an

d
kn

ew
 a

 p
ro

p
er

 g
re

et
in

g.
“H

ai
l, 

sw
o

rd
-r

in
ge

r.
” 

T
h

e 
gi

th
ze

ra
i 

ig
n

o
re

d
 m

e 
an

d
 t

u
rn

ed
to

 D
ak

'k
o

n
 in

st
ea

d
. H

e 
sp

o
ke

 s
ev

er
al

 c
lip

p
ed

 w
o

rd
s 

in
 a

 s
tr

an
ge

,
lo

w
 t

o
n

gu
e 

—
 I

 t
ho

u
gh

t 
I 

un
d

er
st

oo
d 

th
e 

in
fle

ct
io

n
s 

co
rr

ec
tly

,
so

 I 
co

u
ld

 tr
an

sl
at

e 
w

h
at

 h
e 

h
ad

 s
ai

d
.

“A
ll 

b
eh

o
ld

en
, z

er
th

.”
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 r
ep

lie
d

 i
n

 t
h

e 
sa

m
e 

to
n

gu
e.

T
h

e 
se

n
te

n
ce

 s
tr

u
ct

u
re

 w
as

 o
d

d
, 

b
u

t 
I 

th
o

u
gh

t 
I u

nd
er

st
o

od
 w

h
at

D
ak

'k
o

n
 s

ai
d

.
“T

h
is

 o
n

e 
is

 n
u

m
b

er
ed

 a
m

o
n

g 
th

e 
fa

ith
fu

l.”
 I

 a
sk

ed
 D

ak
'k

o
n

w
h

at
 h

e 
w

as
 s

a
yi

n
g,

 t
o

 t
ry

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

fir
m

 m
y 

tr
an

sl
at

io
n

. 
T

h
e

gi
th

ze
ra

i 
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 m
e 

as
 I

 s
p

o
ke

, 
th

en
 t

u
rn

ed
 b

ac
k 

to
 D

ak
'k

o
n

an
d

 s
po

ke
 a

ga
in

, 
th

is
 t

im
e 

at
 g

re
at

 l
en

gt
h

. 
I 

st
ill

 h
ad

 s
o

m
e

d
iff

ic
u

lty
, 

b
u

t 
th

o
u

gh
t 

it 
w

as
 g

et
tin

g 
ea

si
er

.
“T

h
er

e 
is

 o
n

e 
b

y 
D

ak
'k

o
n

’s
 n

a
m

e 
w

h
o

 i
s 

n
o

t 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e

P
eo

p
le

. 
It 

is
 s

ai
d

 t
h

at
 h

is
 m

in
d

 i
s 

di
vi

d
ed

. 
It

 i
s 

sa
id

 t
h

at
 h

e 
is

 a
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C

haos D
ogs B

arking

zerth that does not know
 th

e w
o

rd
s o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
.” D

ak'ko
n

m
ad

e th
e sam

e rep
ly as b

efo
re; th

e to
n

e h
ad

 ch
an

ged
 sligh

tly,
b

u
t th

e m
ean

in
g see

m
ed

 to
 b

e intact.
“T

h
is o

n
e is nu

m
b

ered
 a

m
o

n
g th

e faith
fu

l.” D
ak'ko

n
 fell

silen
t, as if to

 give th
e w

o
rd

s tim
e to

 sin
k in. “T

h
e o

n
e b

esid
e

m
e sp

eaks. W
ill yo

u
 h

ear h
im

?” T
h

e gith
’s resp

o
n

se w
as so

q
u

ick it alm
o

st h
ad

 th
e fo

rce o
f an

 attack b
eh

in
d it. I w

as n
o

t
certain

 if I go
t th

e en
tire m

ean
in

g, b
ut it seem

ed
 as if th

e gith
ju

st issu
ed so

m
e so

rt o
f ch

allen
ge to

 D
ak'ko

n
 in

 th
e fo

rm
 o

f a
q

u
estion

.
“Z

erth, do
 yo

u
 obey th

e w
o

rd
s o

f th
is h

u
m

an
?”

I w
as te

m
p

ted
 to

 d
efen

d
 D

ak'ko
n

, b
u

t w
asn

’t su
re I w

an
ted

th
is gith

 to
 kno

w
 h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 I u

n
d

ersto
od

 o
f w

h
at h

e said
.

B
esid

es, D
ak'ko

n
 w

as cap
ab

le o
f d

efen
d

in
g h

im
self. D

ak'ko
n

’s
rep

ly w
a

s a sh
o

rt on
e, b

u
t h

is sp
eech

 w
as slo

w
ed

, as if h
e h

ad
 to

d
rag th

e w
o

rd
s fro

m
 h

is th
ro

at.
“T

'ch
a’s ch

o
ice h

as b
eco

m
e m

in
e.” T

h
e gith

 fell silen
t fo

r a
tim

e b
e

fo
re co

n
tinu

in
g.

“T
h

is m
atter carrie

s th
e stin

k o
f th

e illithid
 abo

ut it.” H
is

e
yes flickered

 acro
ss D

ak'ko
n

’s fa
ce. “I se

e n
o

 ch
ain

s up
on

 yo
u

.
Y

o
u

 sp
eak yo

u
r m

in
d

. H
o

w
 d

id
 th

is b
lasp

h
em

y co
m

e to
 b

e?”
“T

h
e ch

ain
s are m

y o
w

n
.” H

is skin
 see

m
ed

 to
 take o

n
 an

ash
en

 sh
ad

e as h
e spo

ke…
 it sou

n
d

ed
 like every w

o
rd

 w
as

slo
w

ly killin
g h

im
. “A

n
arch

 o
f a h

u
n

d
red

 years, th
ere is n

o
h

o
urglass th

at can
 m

easu
re th

e tale. T
h

e m
atter is as tw

isted
 as

F
ri'h

i’s roo
ts. Its resolu

tio
n is on

e o
f im

p
o

ssib
ility an

d
 m

a
y

n
ever co

m
e.” D

ak'ko
n

 fro
w

n
ed

, th
en

 his vo
ice stren

gth
en

ed
.

“T
h

e o
n

e b
esid

e m
e sp

eaks. W
ill yo

u
 h

ear h
im

?”
T

h
e gith

 d
id no

t lo
o

k at m
e. H

is atten
tio

n w
as fo

cu
sed

 o
n

D
ak'ko

n
. “H

e m
a

y sp
ea

k. I w
ill h

ear h
im

.”
“H

e w
ill h

ear yo
u

,” D
ak'ko

n
 said

 as h
e tu

rn
ed

 to
 m

e.
“V

ery w
ell. I h

ad
 so

m
e q

u
estio

n
s…

” T
h

e gith
 rep

lied
 w

ith
 a

m
etap

h
o

r.
“A

ch
'ali-D

ro
w

n
in

g.”
I 

stru
ggled

 
to

 
rem

e
m

b
er 

w
h

at 
th

is 
p

articu
lar 

m
etap

h
o

r
m

ean
t. 

A
ch

'ali-D
ro

w
n

in
g: 

E
ssen

tially, 
“A

 
q

u
estio

n
 

w
h

o
se

an
sw

er w
o

u
ld

 serve n
o

 pu
rpo

se.” T
h

is w
as u

su
ally a req

u
est to

th
e sp

eaker to
 m

ake a va
gu

e o
r ‘u

seless’ q
u

estio
n

 m
o

re sp
ecific.

I recalled
 th

e sto
ry D

ak'ko
n

 h
ad

 told
. T

h
e gith

zerai m
a

ke
th

eir ho
m

e o
n

 th
e O

u
ter P

lan
e o

f Lim
b

o
, a p

lan
e o

f ch
ao

s.
S

tab
ility can

 o
n

ly b
e ach

ieved
 b

y sh
ap

in
g th

e ch
aotic m

atter o
f

th
e p

lan
e w

ith
 th

e m
in

d
; fo

cu
s an

d discip
lin

e are n
ecessary fo

r
th

is to
 o

ccu
r. “A

ch
'ali” w

as a fo
o

lish
 gith

zerai o
f m

yth
 w

h
o

 w
as

A
dvocate Iannis
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“T
h

e yo
u

n
g w

o
m

an
’s leg

acy is ‘6
8

7
-K

S
.’ ”

H
e w

en
t o

ff to
 ch

eck th
e n

u
m

b
er. A

fter a fe
w

 m
in

u
tes, h

e
retu

rn
ed

, loo
kin

g d
azed

.
“T

h
at…

” H
is e

yes w
id

en
ed

. “M
y da

u
gh

te
r’s legacy…

 ?
!”

H
e lo

o
ked

 sho
cked

. “H
o

w
 d

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 m
y d

au
gh

ter?
!”

“I'm
 n

o
t certain

. T
h

ere is a sen
so

ry sto
n

e in
 th

e F
esth

all th
at

h
eld

 th
e legacy n

u
m

b
er.”

H
is e

yes b
lazed

 w
ith

 h
op

e. “T
h

ere is? B
u

t in
 w

h
ich

 on
e…

?
Y

o
u

 m
u

st tell m
e

!”
“It is o

n
e o

f th
e S

en
sate sen

so
ry sto

n
es…

 if yo
u

 are n
o

t a
S

en
sate, yo

u
 co

u
ld no

t gain
 access.”

H
e th

o
u

ght fo
r a m

o
m

en
t. “I m

u
st fin

d
 a w

a
y…

 p
erh

ap
s

th
ey w

o
u

ld
 m

ake an
 excep

tio
n

 fo
r h

er fath
er…

”
“If yo

u
 w

an
ted

, I cou
ld sp

eak to
 so

m
eo

n
e. I'm

 certain
 th

e
y

w
o

u
ld

 m
ake an

 excep
tio

n
 in yo

u
r case.”

Ian
n

is 
lo

o
ked

 
relieved

. 
“If 

yo
u

 
co

u
ld

, 
I 

w
o

u
ld 

b
e 

m
o

st
grate

fu
l.”

“I w
ill see w

h
at can

 b
e d

on
e. I w

o
u

ld
 kn

o
w

 m
o

re ab
o

u
t

D
eio

n
arra, 

tho
u

gh. 
W

h
at 

w
as 

sh
e 

like?
” 

I 
h

ad
 

slip
p

ed
,

m
en

tio
n

in
g h

is d
au

gh
ter’s n

am
e w

h
en

 h
e h

ad
n

’t to
ld

 it to m
e,

b
u

t h
e didn

’t seem
 to

 h
ave n

o
ticed

 as h
e rep

lied
.

“D
eio

n
arra? S

h
e w

as…
 yo

u
n

g. S
h

e h
ad

 r
ecen

tly jo
in

ed
 th

e
S

o
ciety o

f S
en

satio
n

, th
e S

en
sates…

 n
ot an

 u
np

leasan
t factio

n
,

b
u

t sh
e h

ad also
 m

et so
m

eo
n

e th
ere…

 sh
e fo

llo
w

ed
 h

im
 o

n
 a

jo
u

rn
ey an

d
 th

ere, sh
e died

. H
er b

od
…

” H
e loo

ked
 p

ain
ed

. “I
w

a
s n

o
t even

 ab
le to

 reco
ver h

er bo
d

y…
”

“Y
o

u
 say sh

e w
as a S

en
sate

?”
“Y

es…
 “ H

e b
eca

m
e sligh

tly m
o

re an
im

ated
, as if w

arm
in

g
h

im
self o

n
 a p

reciou
s m

e
m

o
ry. “S

h
e h

ad
 jo

in
ed

 th
em

 b
ecau

se o
f

h
er gift…

 an
d

 th
e fact th

ere w
as so

 
m

uch ab
o

ut th
e m

u
ltiverse

th
at sh

e w
an

ted
 to exp

erien
ce. T

h
e S

en
sates len

d
 th

em
selves

read
ily to

 th
e sh

arin
g o

f exp
erien

ce an
d

 sen
satio

n
.”

“G
ift?

”
“O

h
, yes…

” Ian
n

is n
od

d
ed

. “M
y d

au
gh

ter h
ad th

e b
loo

d o
f

an
 o

racle run
n

in
g in

 h
er vein

s, bu
t it w

as a u
n

reliab
le talen

t. A
t

tim
e

s, sh
e co

u
ld

 p
red

ict even
ts b

efo
re th

ey to
o

k p
lace…

 sh
e h

ad
‘S

igh
t;’ 

sh
e 

co
u

ld
 

see 
th

ro
u

gh
 

tim
e 

itself, 
sift 

th
ro

u
gh

 
th

e
th

read
s o

f fate…
”

“D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 w

h
ere sh

e w
en

t o
n

 th
is jou

rn
ey?”

“S
h

e n
ever said

. I am
 n

o
t certain

 sh
e w

as cap
ab

le o
f sa

yin
g

w
h

ere th
e

y h
ad

 go
n

e. It m
u

st h
ave b

een
 a…

 terrible p
lace.”

“H
o

w
 d

id
 sh

e d
ie?”
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A
dv

oc
at

e 
Ia

nn
is

“A
ct

u
al

ly
, 

I 
b

el
ie

ve
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
a 

le
ga

cy
 f

o
r 

m
e.

” 
I 

le
as

t,
 I

h
o

p
ed

 h
e 

d
id

. 
“T

h
e 

le
ga

cy
 is

 n
u

m
b

er
 ‘5

1
-A

A
,’ 

I 
b

el
ie

ve
.”

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e 

in
 s

u
rp

ris
e 

as
 I

 n
am

ed
 t

h
e 

le
ga

cy
. 

“T
h

at
 i

s
ex

tr
e

m
el

y 
o

ld
…

 a
re

 y
o

u
 c

er
ta

in
…

 “
 A

 s
h

o
ck

ed
 lo

o
k 

ca
m

e 
u

p
o

n
h

is
 

fa
ce

. 
“I

 h
o

p
e 

th
at

 
w

as
n

’t 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

o
n

es
 

th
at

 
w

er
e

b
u

rn
ed

…
”

“H
o

w
 o

ld
 is

 it
?”

“W
el

l…
” 

Ia
n

n
is

 p
o

nd
er

ed
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t.

 “
S

ev
er

al
 d

ec
ad

es
at

 le
as

t.
” 

If 
it 

w
as

 t
h

e 
o

n
e 

I 
w

an
te

d
, 

it 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 f
iv

e
d

ec
ad

es
 o

ld
. I

f i
t 

st
ill

 e
xi

st
ed

.
“Y

o
u

 s
ai

d
 it

 m
ig

h
t 

h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 b
u

rn
ed

? 
W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

?”
“Y

es
, 

th
is

 
o

ffi
ce

 
w

as
 

th
e 

ta
rg

et
 

o
f 

a 
se

n
se

le
ss

 
ac

t 
o

f
va

n
d

al
is

m
. 

A
 y

ea
r 

ag
o

 w
e 

h
ad

 a
 b

re
ak

-in
 h

er
e 

at
 t

h
e 

o
ffi

ce
. 

T
h

e
va

n
d

al
’s

 
so

le
 

d
es

ire
 

se
em

ed
 

to
 

b
e 

to
 

b
u

rn
 

m
y 

le
ga

l
d

o
cu

m
en

ta
tio

n
. 

M
u

ch
 w

as
 l

o
st

. 
A

 s
h

a
m

e,
 r

ea
lly

. 
S

ig
il 

ca
n

 b
e

q
u

ite
…

 w
ea

rin
g 

o
n

 a
 p

er
so

n
’s

 f
ai

th
…

” 
H

e 
se

e
m

ed
 t

o
 l

o
se

 a
n

in
ch

 a
s 

h
e 

m
en

tio
n

ed
 S

ig
il.

 “
T

h
e 

va
n

d
al

 o
nl

y 
d

a
m

a
ge

d
 c

er
ta

in
d

o
cu

m
en

ts
. I

rr
ep

la
ce

ab
le

.”
“C

an
 y

o
u

 t
el

l m
e 

an
yt

h
in

g 
el

se
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

fir
e?

”
“T

h
er

e 
is

 n
o

th
in

g 
m

u
ch

 t
o

 s
ay

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

e 
m

at
te

r…
 i

t 
w

as
 a

st
ra

n
ge

, 
lo

ca
liz

ed
 f

ire
. 

I 
ca

n
n

o
t 

im
a

gi
n

e 
w

h
at

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

in
 t

h
e 

do
cu

m
en

ts
 t

h
at

 w
er

e 
b

u
rn

ed
, 

b
ut

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

m
u

st
h

av
e 

w
an

te
d

 t
h

em
 d

es
tr

o
ye

d
. 

A
 n

u
m

b
er

 o
f 

o
ld

 l
eg

ac
ie

s 
w

er
e

b
u

rn
ed

, 
an

d
 s

o
m

e 
m

e
m

en
to

s 
an

d
 o

th
er

 k
ee

p
sa

ke
s 

o
f 

va
lu

e 
o

n
ly

to
 m

e.
”

“A
n

y 
lu

ck
 in

 lo
ca

tin
g 

th
e 

p
er

so
n

 r
es

po
n

si
b

le
?”

“N
o

, 
n

ei
th

er
 t

h
e 

H
ar

m
o

n
iu

m
 n

o
r 

th
e 

M
er

cy
ki

lle
rs

 h
av

e 
h

ad
an

y 
fo

rt
u

n
e 

in
 lo

ca
tin

g 
th

e 
p

er
so

n
 r

es
po

n
si

b
le

.”
“C

an
 y

o
u

 c
h

ec
k 

an
d

 s
ee

 i
f 

th
e 

le
ga

cy
 s

til
l 

ex
is

ts
?”

 H
e 

le
ft

m
e 

fo
r 

a 
fe

w
 m

in
u

te
s,

 t
o

 lo
o

k 
up

 t
he

 n
u

m
b

er
 i

n
 h

is
 r

ec
o

rd
s.

 H
e

re
tu

rn
ed

, 
to

 r
ep

o
rt

 t
h

at
 f

o
rt

u
n

at
el

y 
it 

h
ad

 n
o

t 
b

ee
n

 d
am

a
ge

d
 b

y
th

e 
fir

e.
“C

o
u

ld
 I

 c
o

lle
ct

 o
n

 i
t?

 I
 a

m
 t

h
e 

b
en

ef
ic

ia
ry

.”
 I

 s
ig

n
ed

 t
h

e
p

ap
er

s 
h

e 
pu

t 
b

ef
o

re
 m

e,
 a

n
d

 h
e 

ga
ve

 m
e 

th
e 

ite
m

s 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e
le

ga
cy

.
“T

h
er

e 
w

e 
ar

e;
 t

h
at

 s
h

ou
ld

 b
e 

th
e 

la
st

 o
f 

th
e 

p
ap

er
 w

o
rk

.
H

er
e 

ar
e 

al
l 

th
e 

ite
m

s 
th

at
 w

er
e 

in
 t

h
e 

V
au

lt…
 o

n
e 

lo
o

ks
 l

ik
e 

a
F

o
un

d
ry

 r
ec

ei
p

t,
 t

ho
u

gh
 q

ui
te

 a
n

 o
ld

 o
n

e,
 t

o 
b

e 
su

re
. 

D
id

 t
h

e
d

ec
ea

se
d

 h
av

e 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
co

m
m

is
si

o
n

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
F

ou
nd

ry
?”

“I
 d

o
n

’t 
re

al
ly

 k
n

o
w

. 
P

er
h

ap
s…

 I
'm

 b
eg

in
n

in
g 

to
 t

h
in

k 
ju

st
ab

o
u

t 
an

yt
h

in
g 

is
 p

o
ss

ib
le

.”
 I

 m
ig

h
t 

as
 w

el
l 

se
e 

if 
h

e 
h

ad
 t

h
e

o
th

er
 le

ga
cy

. 
“I

 h
av

e 
al

so
 c

o
m

e 
to

 c
o

lle
ct

 t
h

e 
le

ga
cy

 o
f 

a 
yo

u
n

g
w

o
m

an
…

” 
H

e 
a

sk
ed

 m
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

n
u

m
b

er
 o

f t
h

e 
le

ga
cy

.

C
ha

os
 D

og
s 

B
ar

ki
ng

13
1

lo
st

 o
n 

L
im

bo
, a

nd
 s

he
 w

as
 b

ar
el

y 
ab

le
 to

 f
or

m
 a

n 
is

la
nd

 a
ro

un
d

he
rs

el
f.

 W
hi

le
 a

dr
if

t 
in

 t
he

 c
ha

os
 m

at
te

r,
 s

he
 m

et
 a

 p
la

ne
w

al
ke

r
w

ho
 

of
fe

re
d 

to
 

he
lp

. 
A

ch
’a

li
 

as
ke

d 
so

 
m

an
y 

us
el

es
s 

an
d

un
fo

cu
se

d 
qu

es
ti

on
s 

on
 h

ow
 t

o 
re

tu
rn

 h
om

e,
 h

ow
ev

er
, 

th
at

 t
he

is
le

 o
f 

m
at

te
r 

di
ss

ol
ve

d 
ar

ou
nd

 h
er

, 
an

d 
sh

e 
dr

ow
ne

d 
in

 L
im

bo
.

I 
w

as
 m

or
e 

sp
ec

if
ic

 w
it

h 
m

y 
ne

xt
 q

ue
st

io
n.

“C
an

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
ab

o
u

t 
D

ak'
ko

n
?”

“H
e 

w
al

ks
 w

ith
 y

o
u

.”
 H

is
 f

o
re

h
ea

d
 c

re
as

ed
. 

“H
o

w
 is

 it
 h

e 
is

n
o

t k
no

w
n 

to
 y

o
u

?”
“I

 w
a

s 
h

o
p

in
g 

yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 t
el

l 
m

e 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
ab

o
u

t 
h

im
.”

A
ct

u
al

ly
, 

I 
w

as
 h

o
p

in
g 

to
 g

ai
n

 m
o

re
 i

n
si

gh
t 

in
to

 w
h

at
 o

th
er

gi
th

ze
ra

i t
h

ou
gh

t 
o

f D
ak

'k
o

n
.

“H
e 

is
 n

o
t 

sp
ee

ch
le

ss
. 

If 
yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
 

kn
ow

 h
im

, 
pu

t 
th

e
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
to

 h
im

. 
D

o
 n

o
t 

in
su

lt 
u

s 
bo

th
 b

y 
tr

ea
tin

g 
o

n
e 

as
 a

st
at

u
e.

”
T

h
e 

gi
th

 
w

o
u

ld
 

no
t 

an
sw

er
 

an
y 

o
th

er
 

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

ab
o

ut
D

ak
'k

o
n

 o
r 

th
e 

gi
th

ze
ra

i, 
an

d 
I 

le
ar

n
ed

 n
o

th
in

g 
n

ew
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e

ci
ty

 f
ro

m
 h

is
 c

lip
p

ed
 a

n
sw

er
s.

I 
re

so
lv

ed
, 

ag
ai

n
, 

to
 s

o
m

eh
o

w
 f

re
e 

D
a

k'
ko

n
 o

f 
h

is
 v

o
w

.
F

ai
lin

g 
th

at
, I

 c
ou

ld
 a

t 
le

as
t 

tr
y 

to
 le

ar
n

 m
o

re
 a

b
o

u
t t

h
e 

gi
th

ze
ra

i.
A

n
n

ah
 

le
d

 
u

s 
to

 
w

h
at

 
ap

p
ea

re
d

 
to

 
be

 
an

 
ab

an
do

n
ed

te
n

em
en

t.
 W

e 
ap

p
ro

ac
h

ed
 a

n
 e

n
tr

y 
in

 t
h

e 
si

d
e 

o
f 

th
e 

b
u

ild
in

g,
 a

d
o

or
 f

ra
m

ed
 b

y 
an

 a
rc

h
. 

W
h

at
 I

 f
irs

t 
to

o
k 

to
 b

e 
a 

d
oo

r 
in

 t
h

e
ar

ch
w

a
y 

w
as

 a
ct

u
al

ly
 a

 p
ai

n
tin

g.
 T

h
e 

ar
tis

t 
h

ad
 m

ad
e 

u
se

 o
f 

th
e

sh
ad

o
w

s 
o

f 
th

e 
o

ve
rh

an
gi

n
g 

ar
ch

 a
nd

 s
o

m
e 

su
b

tle
 t

ex
tu

ri
n

g
ef

fe
ct

s 
to

 g
iv

e 
th

e 
d

oo
r 

th
e 

ill
u

si
o

n 
o

f s
u

b
st

an
ce

.
“A

re
 y

o
u

 s
u

re
 t

h
is

 is
 t

h
e 

d
oo

r,
 A

n
n

ah
?”

 I
 a

sk
ed

.
“A

ye
…

 
it’

s 
b

ee
n

 
sm

ea
re

d
 

w
ith

 
b

ar
m

y 
p

ai
n

ts
 

fr
o

m
 

th
e

S
ta

rv
ed

 D
o

gs
, 

it 
h

as
 —

 it
’s

 a
 r

ea
l 

do
o

r 
u

n
til

 y
eh

 l
o

o
k 

at
 i

t, 
th

en
it 

tu
rn

s 
in

to
 a

 p
ai

n
tin

g.
”

“H
o

w
 d

id
 t

h
ey

 d
o

 th
at

?”
 A

n
n

ah
 s

h
ru

gg
ed

.
“T

h
er

e’
s 

st
ra

n
g

er
 

th
in

gs
 

in
 

th
’ 

P
la

n
es

.”
 

S
h

e 
su

dd
en

ly
fr

o
w

n
ed

. 
“Y

o
u

 m
ig

h
t 

as
 w

el
l a

sk
 h

o
w

 y
eh

 g
o

t 
ye

rs
el

f 
o

u
t 

o
f 

th
e

d
ea

d
 b

o
o

k 
af

te
r 

I w
a

s SU
R

E
 y

eh
 w

e
re

 d
ea

d
.”

“S
o

, 
th

is
 d

o
o

r…
 I

 j
u

st
 d

o
n

’t 
lo

o
k 

at
 i

t?
 A

n
d

 
th

en
 o

p
en

 i
t?

”
A

n
n

ah
 g

la
n

ce
d

 a
t 

th
e 

d
oo

r,
 th

en
 n

od
d

ed
.

“T
h

at
’s

 t
h

e 
d

ar
k 

o
f i

t,
 if

 c
h

an
t 

b
e 

tr
u

e.
”

“A
ll 

ri
gh

t,
 t

h
en

…
 I

'll
 d

o
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 s

ay
. 

Y
o

u
 ju

st
 —

”
“H

o
u

l’ 
on

!”
 A

n
n

ah
 s

to
pp

ed
 m

e 
b

ef
o

re
 I

 r
ea

ch
ed

 f
o

r 
th

e
d

o
or

. 
“T

h
is

 i
s 

th
e 

o
nl

y 
p

at
h

 I
 k

n
o

w
 t

a 
re

ac
h

 t
h

e 
pl

ac
e 

I 
f

o
u

n
d

ye
r 

co
rp

se
, 

b
u

t 
it’

s 
n

o
t 

th
e 

sa
fe

st
 r

o
ad

, 
ay

e
? 

Y
eh

 s
u

re
 y

o
u

’re
re

ad
y?

 I
'm

 n
o

t 
h

er
e 

to
 p

la
y 

ye
r 

m
in

d
er

, 
n

o
 m

at
te

r 
w

h
at

 o
l’

st
u

tte
r-

cr
u

tc
h

 s
ai

d
.”



132
C

haos D
ogs B

arking

“W
h

at’s b
e

yo
n

d
 this do

o
r th

at’s so d
an

gerou
s?”

“C
h

ao
sm

en
,” 

A
n

n
ah

 
w

h
isp

ered
. 

“B
arm

y 
as 

th
e

y 
co

m
e.

B
arkin

g w
ild

 in
to

 th
’ d

ay an
d

 nigh
t, read

y to
 eith

er p
ain

t yeh
w

ith
 co

lo
rs o

r crack yer b
rain

-b
o

x yeh
 w

ith
 a ch

am
b

er p
o

t.
D

an
gero

u
s b

loo
d

s, th
ey are.”

“If th
e

y’re so
 d

an
gero

u
s, th

en
 ho

w
 d

id
 yo

u
 get th

ro
u

gh
?”

“I crep
t in

 n
ice an

d qu
iet-like. C

an
’t p

ain
t yeh

 o
r kill yeh

w
h

en
 th

ey can
’t SE

E yeh
.” S

h
e lo

o
ked m

e u
p

 an
d

 d
o

w
n

 w
ith

 a
fro

w
n

. “D
o

u
bt I can

 p
u

ll th
at tw

ice w
ith

 yeh
 aro

u
n

d
. Y

eh
 loo

k
righ

t clu
m

sy, yeh
 d

o
.”

I 
clo

sed
 

m
y 

e
yes, 

reach
ed

 
fo

r 
th

e 
d

oo
r 

and
 

fu
m

b
led

aro
u

nd
…

 to
 m

y su
rp

rise, I fo
u

nd
 a h

and
le. W

ith a sligh
t tu

g, th
e

d
o

or op
en

ed
. A

 n
arro

w
 p

assag
e led

 in
to th

e b
uild

in
g, and

 fro
m

w
ith

in
, I cou

ld h
ear distan

t h
o

w
lin

g.
W

e 
en

tered
 

a 
sm

all 
ro

o
m

. 
I 

sa
w

 
a 

slen
d

er 
tieflin

g 
girl

stan
d

in
g w

ith
 h

er b
ack to

 m
e. I n

o
ticed th

at b
oth

 h
er h

and
s and

th
e up

en
d

ed
 tab

le in
 fro

n
t o

f h
er w

ere sm
e

ared
 w

ith
 a fresh

 co
at

o
f w

h
at ap

p
eared

 to
 b

e p
in

k p
ain

t. S
h

e seem
ed

 o
b

liviou
s to m

y
ap

p
ro

ach
.

I greeted
 h

er. A
t th

e so
un

d
 o

f m
y vo

ice, th
e girl tu

rn
ed

 h
er

h
ead

 
to 

regard
 

m
e. 

H
er 

fa
ce, 

th
o

u
gh

 
so

m
e

w
h

at 
d

irty 
an

d
sp

attered
 

w
ith

 
d

rop
s 

o
f 

p
in

k, 
w

as 
strikin

gly 
b

eau
tifu

l. 
S

h
e

flash
ed

 
m

e 
a 

w
id

e, 
m

isch
ievo

u
s 

sm
ile, 

th
en

 
retu

rn
ed 

h
er

atten
tion

 to th
e m

akesh
ift can

vas.
I tried

 to
 talk to h

er, b
ut th

e tieflin
g girl see

m
ed

 to
tally

im
m

ersed
 in

 h
er artw

o
rk. S

h
e ign

ored
 m

e en
tirely.

F
ro

m
 th

is roo
m

 a sh
o

rt h
all o

p
en

ed
, w

ith
 d

oo
rs on

 b
o

th
sid

es. T
h

ere w
as an

o
th

er inh
ab

itant in
 th

e h
all, an

d I figu
red

 h
is

reactio
n

 w
as likely to

 p
ro

ve m
o

re typ
ical, as h

e attacked
. H

e
w

a
s q

u
ickly d

isp
atch

ed
, b

ein
g so

 fo
o

lish as to
 face fo

u
r to

 on
e

o
d

d
s.
T

a
kin

g th
e left h

an
d

 d
oo

r, w
e en

d
ed

 u
p

 in
 ano

th
er h

allw
a

y
w

h
ich

 stretch
ed

 acro
ss m

o
st o

f th
e ten

em
en

t. G
lan

cin
g in

 a
ro

o
m

 o
ff th

e righ
t sid

e o
f th

e h
allw

a
y, I h

eard
 a w

h
isp

ered
vo

ice, ap
p

aren
tly tryin

g to
 get m

y atten
tio

n. Lo
o

kin
g arou

nd
, I

sa
w

 a figu
re h

id
d

en
 am

id
 th

e sh
ado

w
s in

 th
e co

rn
er o

f th
e ro

o
m

.
A

s I d
re

w
 n

ear, a yo
u

n
g w

o
m

an
 step

p
ed

 o
u

t to
 reveal h

erself.
S

h
e w

as d
ressed

 in
 a loo

se-fittin
g tu

n
ic, w

h
ich

, to
geth

er w
ith

h
er sh

o
rt-cro

pp
ed

 h
air and

 slen
d

er fram
e, g

ave h
er a rath

er
b

o
yish

 ap
p

earan
ce.

“I w
o

u
ld

n
’t go in th

ere if I w
ere yo

u
.” S

h
e no

dd
ed

 in
 th

e
d

irectio
n o

f th
e d

oo
r in th

e o
pp

o
site w

all. W
h

en
 I asked

 w
h

y,
sh

e w
in

ced
 at th

e so
un

d o
f m

y vo
ice, p

u
ttin

g a fin
ger to

 h
er lip

s

A
dvocate Iannis
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directly in front of him
. A

fter the battle ended N
ordom

 asked a
question w

hich had evidently been puzzling him
 during the

fighting.
“A

n
n

ah
, 

d
o

es 
yo

u
r 

tail 
assist 

yo
u

 
in 

m
ain

tain
in

g 
yo

u
r

b
alan

ce?”
“N

o
, it’s fer scratch

in
’ m

e b
ack, yeh

 so
d

d
in

’ b
o

x!”
“Y

es, th
at is qu

ite lo
gical.” A

n
n

ah
 o

n
ly sigh

ed
 in

 d
isgu

st.
S

everal p
eo

p
le h

ad d
escrib

ed
 a p

ro
m

in
en

t ad
vo

cate w
h

o
lived

 
in

 
th

e 
w

ard
. 

H
e 

m
igh

t 
h

ave 
in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
o

n
 

several
legacie

s I w
a

s in
terested

 in
. E

ven
 if h

e d
id

n
’t, h

e u
nd

ou
b

ted
ly

w
o

u
ld

 kn
o

w
 th

e oth
er ad

vo
cates in th

e w
ard

.
It w

as sim
p

le fin
d

in
g th

e m
an

’s h
o

m
e. W

e w
ere ad

m
itted

in
to th

e d
o

w
n

stairs o
f a large h

o
u

se. If th
ere w

ere an
y servan

ts,
th

ey w
ere n

o
t in

 evid
en

ce; on
ly th

e ad
vo

cate h
im

self w
as th

ere.
T

h
is 

m
an

 
w

a
s 

d
ressed

 
in

 
so

ft 
b

lu
e 

rob
es 

co
vered

 
w

ith
in

tricate d
esign

s; d
espite th

eir 
op

u
len

ce, h
o

w
ever, 

th
e 

ro
b

es
lo

o
ked

 w
rin

kled
 an

d w
o

rn
. I p

laced
 th

e m
an

’s age so
m

e
w

h
ere

b
etw

een
 m

id
d

le-age an
d

 early sixties…
 th

e w
o

rry lin
es m

ad
e an

exact 
d

eterm
in

atio
n

 
d

ifficu
lt. 

A
s 

I 
en

tered
, 

th
e 

m
an

 
tu

rn
ed

slo
w

ly to
w

ard
s m

e; as h
e d

id
, I w

as su
d

d
en

ly stru
ck w

ith
 th

e
terrib

le sen
se th

at I knew
 th

is m
an

…
 o

r d
id

 at on
e tim

e. T
h

e
m

an
 sq

u
in

ted
, as if tryin

g to
 p

lace m
e.

“Y
es? Is th

ere so
m

eth
in

g th
at I can

 h
elp yo

u
 w

ith
?”

“W
h

o
 are yo

u
?”

“I a
m

 Ian
n

is.” H
e stu

d
ied

 m
e an

d
 

fro
w

n
ed

. 
“W

ere 
yo

u
lo

o
kin

g fo
r m

e?”
“I d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
…

 w
h

at is th
is p

lace?”
“I a

m
 an

 ad
vo

cate. T
h

ese are m
y o

ffices.” Ian
n

is’ vo
ice

to
o

k on
 an irritated

 ed
ge. “D

o
 yo

u
 seek co

u
n

sel? If n
o

t, p
erh

ap
s

yo
u

 h
ad

 b
est test yo

u
r cu

rio
sity else

w
h

ere.” M
o

rte b
ro

ke in
 w

ith
a w

h
isp

er.
“H

e’s sa
yin

g h
e’s a la

w
yer. A

 co
u

n
selo

r. O
n

e o
f tho

se b
erks

w
h

o
 rattle th

eir b
on

e-b
o

xes at th
e cou

rts.” I gave M
o

rte an
an

n
o

yed
 

lo
o

k, 
sin

ce 
I 

alread
y 

kn
ew

 
th

at. 
Ian

n
is 

m
u

st 
h

ave
o

verh
ead

 M
o

rte, b
ecau

se h
is fro

w
n

 d
eep

en
ed

 as h
e exp

lain
ed

h
is p

ro
fessio

n
.

“A
n

 ad
vo

cate p
ro

vid
es co

u
n

sel, h
elp

s o
th

ers n
avigate th

e
lab

yrin
th

s o
f S

igil’s legal syste
m

, arran
ges leg

acies fo
r citizen

s
to

 in
su

re th
at th

eir p
rop

erty is d
ivid

ed
 as th

ey ch
o

o
se up

on
d

eath
, d

efen
d

 th
o

se in
 S

igil’s co
u

rts w
h

o
 h

ave b
een

 w
ro

n
gly

accu
sed

…
” H

e p
au

sed
. “D

id
 yo

u
 n

eed
 h

elp in
 an

y o
f th

ese
areas?

”
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A
dv

oc
at

e 
Ia

nn
is

A
D

V
O

C
A

T
E

 IA
N

N
IS

A
s 

I 
pu

t t
he

 jo
ur

na
l a

w
ay

, I
 h

ea
rd

 a
 v

oi
ce

 y
el

l o
ut

 a
t m

e.
“Y

o
u

'll
 ‘

p
ik

e 
o

ff’
 q

u
ic

k 
if 

yo
u

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

at
’s

 g
o

o
d

 f
o

r 
yo

u
.

G
et

 o
u

t 
o

f h
er

e!
”

I 
lo

o
ke

d
 u

p 
to

 s
ee

 a
 g

ro
u

p
 o

f 
w

h
at

 p
as

se
d

 f
o

r 
th

u
gs

 i
n

 t
h

e
C

le
rk

’s
 

W
ar

d
. 

I 
go

t 
u

p
, 

an
d

 
ap

p
ro

ac
h

ed
 

th
e 

on
e 

w
h

o
 

h
ad

sp
o

ke
n

. 
T

h
e 

yo
u

n
g 

b
ut

 w
el

l-
m

u
sc

le
d

 ‘
th

u
g’

 —
 w

h
ile

 c
er

ta
in

ly
w

el
l 

ar
m

ed
 

an
d

 
la

rg
e 

en
o

u
gh

 
to

 
b

e 
d

an
ge

ro
u

s 
—

 
se

em
ed

aw
fu

lly
 c

le
an

 f
o

r 
a 

ty
p

ic
al

 s
tr

e
et

 t
o

u
gh

. 
H

e 
w

as
 c

ar
ry

in
g 

a
m

as
si

ve
 a

xe
 i

n
 o

n
e 

h
an

d
. 

A
s 

I 
n

ea
re

d
 h

im
, 

h
e 

p
u

ffe
d

 u
p

 a
nd

sc
o

w
le

d
 a

t 
m

e.
“W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 l

o
o

ki
n

g 
at

, 
‘s

o
d

?’
 ‘

P
ik

e 
o

ff,
’ 

b
e

fo
re

 I
'v

e 
to

‘s
cr

ag
’ y

o
u

!”
 A

n
n

ah
 lo

o
ke

d
 a

t 
th

e 
th

u
g 

in
 d

is
b

el
ie

f.
“ 

‘S
cr

ag
?

!’ 
W

h
at

 in
 th

e 
n

in
e 

P
la

n
es

 o
’ B

aa
to

r 
ar

e 
ye

h
 t

al
ki

n
’

ab
o

u
t, 

ye
h

 
id

jit
? 

S
cr

ag
’s

 
n

ag
ge

d
, 

n
ip

p
ed

, 
ya

n
ke

d
 

b
y 

th
e

H
ar

d
h

ea
d

s,
 y

eh
 c

lu
el

es
s,

 a
d

d
le

-c
o

ve
d

 b
er

k.
”

H
e 

gl
ar

ed
 d

ag
ge

rs
 a

t 
A

n
n

ah
, 

b
u

t 
sa

id
 n

o
th

in
g.

 I
 c

o
ul

dn
’t

re
fr

ai
n

 f
ro

m
 c

o
m

m
en

tin
g 

o
n

 h
is

 a
pp

ea
ra

n
ce

, 
so

 d
iff

er
en

t 
fr

o
m

th
e 

th
u

gs
 I

 h
ad

 m
et

, 
an

d
 k

ill
ed

, 
in

 th
e 

H
iv

e.
“Y

o
u

 s
ee

m
 a

 li
tt

le
 w

el
l-

gr
o

o
m

ed
 fo

r 
a 

th
u

g.
”

“S
to

p
 

sh
ak

in
g 

yo
u

r 
‘b

on
e-

b
o

x,
’ 

le
at

h
er

h
ea

d
! 

T
h

is
 

is
 

m
y

te
rr

ito
ry

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

'll
 b

e 
le

av
in

g 
it 

q
ui

ck
, 

if 
yo

u
 d

o
n

’t 
w

an
t 

m
y

‘b
lo

o
d

s’
 to

 t
ea

r 
yo

u
 a

p
ar

t!”
 A

n
n

ah
 s

n
ic

ke
re

d
, 

sh
ak

in
g 

h
er

 h
ea

d
.

“R
at

tle
, 

ye
h

 s
o

d
. 

R
at

tli
n

’ 
ye

r 
b

o
n

e-
bo

x,
 i

t 
is

. 
I'd

 s
o

 l
ik

e 
ta

se
e 

h
o

w
 l

o
n

g 
ye

h
'd

 l
as

t 
d

ro
p

p
ed

 s
m

ac
k 

in
 t

h
e 

m
id

d
le

 o
’ 

th
e

H
iv

e,
 a

ct
in

’ a
s 

ye
h

 a
re

…
” 

A
n

n
ah

 t
u

rn
ed

 to
 m

e.
 “

C
’m

o
n

, 
le

t’s
 b

e
o

ff.
 N

o
 u

se
 w

as
tin

’ 
o

u
r 

tim
e 

w
ith

 t
h

is
 w

ee
-s

te
m

m
ed

 b
as

h
er

w
o

u
ld

-b
e.

” 
T

h
e 

th
u

g’
s 

fa
ce

 f
lu

sh
ed

 a
n

gr
ily

 a
s 

h
e 

gn
as

h
ed

 h
is

te
et

h
 in

 fr
u

st
ra

tio
n

.
“T

h
at

’s
 it

 —
 y

o
u

'v
e 

‘p
ik

in
g’

 a
sk

ed
 f

o
r 

it!
 G

et
 h

im
, 

b
lo

od
s!

”
H

e 
ra

is
ed

 h
is

 a
xe

 a
n

d
 le

ap
ed

 to
 a

tt
ac

k.
T

h
e 

fig
h

t 
w

as
 e

xt
re

m
el

y 
sh

o
rt

. 
T

h
es

e 
‘b

lo
o

d
s’

 h
ad

 p
la

in
ly

n
ev

er
 m

et
 a

n
y 

re
al

 o
p

p
o

si
tio

n
 b

ef
o

re
, 

an
d 

th
o

se
 w

h
o

 d
id

n
’t 

h
av

e
th

e 
se

n
se

 t
o

 f
le

e 
w

er
e 

so
o

n
 l

yi
n

g 
o

n 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd

, 
sp

at
te

re
d 

w
ith

th
ei

r 
o

w
n

 g
o

re
.

N
o

rd
o

m
 h

ad
 s

ta
ye

d
 i

n
 t

h
e 

b
ac

k 
d

u
rin

g 
th

e 
b

at
tle

, 
u

si
n

g 
h

is
cr

o
ss

b
o

w
s.

 A
n

n
ah

, 
m

ea
n

w
h

ile
, 

n
o

t 
h

av
in

g 
th

e 
o

pp
o

rt
u

n
ity

 t
o

 t
ry

h
er

 u
su

al
 s

n
ea

k 
at

ta
ck

 f
ro

m
 b

eh
in

d 
h

ad
 b

ee
n

 f
ig

h
tin

g 
al

m
o

st

C
ha

os
 D

og
s 

B
ar

ki
ng

13
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to
 i

nd
ic

at
e 

si
le

nc
e.

 S
he

 p
au

se
d 

fo
r 

a 
m

om
en

t, 
th

en
 a

ns
w

er
ed

 i
n

a 
h

u
sh

ed
 v

o
ic

e.
 “

A
 w

h
o

le
 m

es
s 

o
f 

th
em

 h
o

w
lin

g 
lu

n
at

ic
s,

 t
h

at
’s

w
h

at
. 

Lo
o

ks
 l

ik
e 

th
e

y’
re

 h
av

in
g 

so
m

e 
so

rt
 o

f 
ga

th
er

in
g.

 W
o

n
’t

b
e 

ab
le

 t
o 

ge
t 

th
ro

u
gh

 to
 th

e 
al

le
y 

u
n

til
 th

ey
 c

le
ar

 o
u

t.
”

I 
as

ke
d

 w
h

o
 s

h
e 

w
a

s.
 “

M
y 

n
am

e’
s 

S
yb

il.
” 

S
h

e 
w

h
is

p
er

ed
q

u
ie

tly
, 

th
en

 s
p

at
 i

nt
o

 h
er

 p
al

m
 a

n
d

 r
ea

ch
ed

 o
u

t 
to

 c
la

sp
 m

y
h

an
d

. I
 th

en
 a

sk
ed

 w
h

at
 s

h
e 

w
as

 d
o

in
g 

th
er

e.
“W

h
at

 d
o

es
 i

t 
lo

o
k 

lik
e 

I'm
 d

o
in

g?
 I

'm
 h

id
in

g.
 I

 c
am

e 
in

h
er

e 
lo

o
ki

n
g 

fo
r…

 f
o

od
.”

 I
 n

o
tic

ed
 t

h
at

 a
s 

sh
e 

sp
o

ke
, 

h
er

 r
ig

ht
h

an
d

 m
o

ve
d

 i
n

st
in

ct
iv

el
y 

to
 t

h
e 

p
ou

ch
 a

t 
h

er
 w

ai
st

. 
“O

n
ly

 t
h

e
b

ar
ki

n
g 

id
io

ts
 in

 t
h

e 
n

ex
t 

ro
o

m
 s

h
o

w
ed

 u
p 

an
d 

d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 t
h

ro
w

a 
p

ar
ty

 o
n

 t
h

e 
fr

o
n

t 
d

oo
rs

te
p

. 
N

o
w

 I
'm

 t
ra

p
p

ed
 in

 h
er

e 
an

d
 c

an
’t

ge
t 

o
u

t.
”

G
et

tin
g 

b
ac

k 
to

 t
h

e 
m

at
te

r 
at

 h
an

d
, 

I 
as

ke
d

 h
o

w
 m

an
y 

w
er

e
in

 th
e 

n
ex

t 
ro

o
m

.
“I

 c
o

u
n

te
d

 a
b

ou
t 

a 
d

o
ze

n 
o

f 
th

em
. 

O
f 

co
u

rs
e,

 I
 w

as
 p

ee
ki

n
g

th
ro

u
gh

 a
 c

ra
ck

 i
n

 t
h

e 
d

oo
r,

 s
o

 I
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

o
ff 

b
y 

a 
h

an
d

fu
l 

o
r

so
.”

 I
 p

o
nd

er
ed

 fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
 a

sk
ed

 a
no

th
er

 q
u

es
tio

n
.

“I
s 

th
er

e 
an

o
th

er
 w

ay
 t

o
 g

et
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 to
 th

e 
al

le
y?

”
“T

h
er

e 
m

a
y 

b
e 

an
o

th
er

 
w

a
y 

to
 

ge
t 

p
as

t 
th

o
se

 
an

im
al

s
w

ith
o

u
t 

a 
fig

h
t.

 T
h

er
e 

is
 a

n
o

th
er

 d
oo

r 
th

at
 l

ea
d

s 
in

 t
h

er
e.

 F
ro

m
w

h
at

 I
 w

as
 a

b
le

 t
o

 s
ee

, 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

st
ac

ks
 o

f 
w

o
o

d
en

 c
ra

te
s 

al
o

n
g

th
e 

sa
m

e 
w

al
l 

as
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
 d

oo
r.

 I
t 

m
a

y 
b

e 
p

o
ss

ib
le

 t
o 

sn
ea

k
fr

o
m

 th
at

 d
oo

r 
to

 t
h

e 
ex

it 
o

n
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
 s

id
e 

o
f 

th
e 

ro
o

m
. 

T
h

er
e’

s
o

n
ly

 o
n

e 
p

ro
bl

em
…

”
“T

h
e 

d
o

o
r’

s 
lo

ck
ed

…
 I

 t
ri

ed
 i

t.
 M

y 
gu

es
s 

is
 t

h
at

 k
e

y 
is

 o
n

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
th

u
gs

 u
p

st
ai

rs
. 

I'm
 n

o
t 

ad
d

le
-c

o
ve

d
 e

n
ou

gh
 t

o
 g

o
 u

p
th

er
e 

lo
o

ki
n

g 
fo

r 
it,

 t
h

ou
gh

.”
 S

h
e 

fo
ld

ed
 h

er
 a

rm
s 

ac
ro

ss
 h

er
ch

es
t 

an
d

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t 

m
e 

ex
p

ec
ta

n
tly

.
“I

f t
h

e 
ke

y 
is

 u
p

 t
h

er
e…

 I
'll

 fi
n

d
 it

. F
ar

ew
el

l.”
B

ef
o

re
 I

 l
e

ft,
 s

h
e 

ad
d

ed
, 

“I
f 

yo
u

 d
o 

m
an

ag
e 

to
 l

iv
e 

lo
n

g
en

o
u

gh
 t

o
 f

in
d

 t
h

e 
ke

y,
 t

h
e 

d
oo

r 
is

 i
n

 a
 r

o
o

m
 t

o
 t

h
e 

so
u

th
ea

st
.

I'l
l 

b
e 

w
at

ch
in

g 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
sh

ad
o

w
s.

 I
f 

yo
u

 c
an

 u
n

lo
ck

 t
h

e 
do

o
r

an
d

 m
ak

e 
it 

o
u

t 
to

 t
h

e 
A

lle
y 

in
 o

n
e 

p
ie

ce
, 

I'l
l 

b
e 

rig
h

t 
b

eh
in

d
yo

u
.” I 

as
ke

d
 A

n
n

ah
 t

o
 l

ea
d

 t
h

e 
w

a
y,

 s
in

ce
 s

h
e 

h
ad

 b
ee

n
 h

er
e

b
ef

o
re

. 
W

e 
w

en
t 

b
ac

k 
to

 t
h

e 
h

al
lw

a
y,

 a
n

d
 c

o
nt

in
u

ed
 d

o
w

n
 i

t. 
It

en
d

ed
 i

n
 a

 d
oo

r 
w

h
ic

h
 l

ed
 t

o
 a

no
th

er
 r

oo
m

, 
an

d
 s

te
p

s 
le

ad
in

g
u

p
w

ar
d

. 
A

n
n

ah
 m

o
tio

n
ed

 u
s 

to
 s

to
p

. 
S

h
e 

h
ad

 f
o

un
d 

a 
tr

ap
, 

an
d

p
ro

ce
ed

ed
 t

o
 d

is
ar

m
 i

t.
 M

o
rt

e 
flo

at
ed

 u
p

 t
o

 h
er

 t
o

 s
ta

re
 a

t 
w

h
at

sh
e 

w
as

 d
o

in
g.

 I
 c

o
ul

d
 te

ll 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
tig

h
tn

es
s 

o
f 

h
er

 s
h

ou
ld

er
s 

as
sh

e 
w

o
rk

ed
 o

n
 t

h
e 

tr
ap

 t
h

at
 s

h
e 

d
id

n
’t 

lik
e 

th
e 

au
d

ie
n

ce
. 

W
h

en
sh

e 
w

as
 d

o
n

e,
 s

h
e 

tu
rn

ed
 to

 M
o

rt
e.
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C

haos D
ogs B

arking

“If yeh
 keep

 b
o

bb
in

’ ab
ou

t, sku
ll, I'm

 go
in

’ ta m
o

u
n

t yeh
 o

n
th

e en
d o

f a p
ike!” M

o
rte q

u
ickly flo

ated
 b

ack to
 m

e, b
u

t h
is

exa
ggerated

 b
o

bb
in

g as h
e d

id
 so co

n
tain

ed
 its o

w
n

 m
essage.

W
e w

en
t u

p
 th

e step
s, end

in
g in

 ano
th

er h
allw

a
y. O

n
 th

is
flo

o
r w

e w
ere fo

rced
 to

 kill tw
o

 m
o

re o
f th

e ch
ao

s th
u

gs, b
u

t
fo

u
n

d
 n

o
th

in
g o

f in
terest. T

h
e o

th
er en

d o
f th

e h
allw

a
y led

 to
m

o
re step

s, w
h

ich
 w

e fo
llo

w
ed

 u
p

w
ard

s.
T

h
is p

ro
ved

 to
 b

e th
e to

p
 flo

o
r. W

e en
co

un
tered

 a sm
all

gro
u

p
 o

f th
e ch

ao
sm

en
, in

clud
in

g a m
agelin

g. T
h

e m
agelin

g
p

ro
ved

 no
 m

atch
 fo

r m
e in

 m
a

gical ab
ility, as th

e ch
ao

sm
en

p
ro

ved
 no

 m
atch

 in
 figh

tin
g ab

ility. A
t th

e en
d

 o
f th

e figh
t I

fo
u

n
d

 a key o
n

 th
e m

agelin
g.

W
e w

en
t b

ack d
o

w
n

 to
 th

e b
otto

m
 flo

o
r, exitin

g th
ro

u
gh

an
o

th
er d

oo
r o

f th
e roo

m
 at th

e b
ase o

f th
e step

s. W
e w

ere
actu

ally o
n

 an
o

th
er sid

e o
f th

e ro
o

m
 th

e m
ain

 gro
u

p
 o

f th
u

gs
o

ccu
p

ied, an
d a little search

in
g revealed

 th
e secret p

an
el S

yb
il

h
ad

 m
en

tio
n

ed.
I d

ou
b

ted
 w

h
eth

er all o
f u

s cou
ld

 sn
eak p

ast th
e grou

p in
 th

e
n

ext ro
o

m
, b

esid
es w

e m
igh

t n
eed

 to
 co

m
e b

ack th
is w

a
y. I

w
a

sn
’t su

re ho
w

 w
ell w

e w
o

u
ld

 d
o figh

tin
g again

st a large
gro

u
p

, eith
er. B

u
t I h

ad
 a so

lu
tion

. I gave A
n

n
ah

 a m
a

gical
artifa

ct w
e h

ad
 fo

u
nd

 in
 th

e cataco
m

b
s, a p

ip
e th

at cou
ld

 call
fo

rth
 a p

oiso
no

u
s clo

ud
. I carefu

lly e
xp

lain
ed

 to
 h

er h
o

w
 it

w
o

rked
, an

d
 w

h
at cau

tio
n

s to
 take to

 see sh
e d

id no
t in

h
ale an

y
o

f th
e gas. T

h
en

 I sen
t h

er to
 sn

eak in
to

 th
e n

ext roo
m

 an
d

u
n

leash
 th

e gas o
n

 th
e o

ccup
an

ts. I w
as ap

p
reh

en
sive fo

r h
er

safety, b
u

t felt I m
u

st sh
o

w
 th

at I tru
sted

 h
er abilities.

I n
eed

 no
t h

ave w
o

rried
. S

h
e w

as ab
le to

 sn
eak in

, an
d

w
ith

o
u

t an
yo

n
e no

ticin
g h

er sh
e u

nleash
ed

 th
e gas, killin

g th
em

all. It w
as u

n
fo

rtu
n

ate th
ey all d

ied
, bu

t likely it w
o

u
ld

 h
ave

co
m

e to
 th

at an
y w

a
y if w

e tried
 to

 all en
ter th

e roo
m

. W
e

p
assed

 th
rou

gh
 ano

th
er do

o
r, w

h
ich

 led
 o

u
tsid

e, in
to an

 alley.
A

s w
e sto

o
d

 o
utsid

e, tryin
g to

 get ou
r b

earin
gs, S

yb
il ca

m
e

th
rou

gh
 th

e sam
e d

o
o

r.
“I m

u
st sa

y, cu
tter…

 I'm
 im

p
ressed

. I tho
u

gh
t fo

r su
re tho

se
an

im
als w

o
u

ld
 ch

ew
 yo

u
 u

p go
od

. W
ell, I gu

ess I sho
u

ld
 th

an
k

yo
u

.” S
h

e p
au

sed
 fo

r a m
o

m
en

t, th
en

 reach
ed

 in
to h

er p
ou

ch
an

d
 pu

lled fo
rth

 a sm
all, green

 gem
. “H

ere…
 th

is o
n

e’s o
n

 th
e

D
o

gs. S
ee yo

u
 aro

u
nd

, cu
tter.”

D
odecahedron Journal
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M
Y

SE
L

F, I w
ill D

IE w
hen I die. D

IE! H
ow

 can one be im
m

ortal
and still 

D
IE?! H

e could not answ
er, so he w

as of 
N

O
 

U
S

E. 
I

B
U

T
C

H
E

R
E

D
 him

 so that no other incarnation w
ill ever benefit

from
 his U

SE
L

E
SSN

E
S

S.
C

ould this explain w
hy I retained m

y m
em

ories even w
hen I

d
ied

? If so
, th

en
 in

 a sen
se, th

is ‘p
arano

id
’ in

carn
atio

n w
as

resp
o

n
sib

le fo
r m

y life.
S

o
 th

e G
H

A
S

T
L

Y
 H

E
A

D
S said

:
Y

O
U

 h
ave b

een
 DIV

ID
E

D
. Y

O
U

 are O
N

E o
f M

A
N

Y
 m

en
. (O

n
e in

M
A

N
Y

 M
E

N
?) Y

o
u

 b
ear m

an
y NA

M
E

S; each
 h

as le
ft th

eir scars o
n

yo
u

r fle
sh

…
L

O
S

T O
N

E

IM
M

O
R

T
A

L  O
N

E

IN
C

A
R

N
A

T
IO

N
’S E

N
D

M
A

N
 O

F A
 T

H
O

U
S

A
N

D
 D

E
A

T
H

S

T
H

E  O
N

E D
O

O
M

E
D

 T
O

 L
IFE

R
E

S
T

L
E

S
S  O

N
E

O
N

E  O
F M

A
N

Y

T
H

E O
N

E W
H

O
M

 L
IFE H

O
L

D
S PR

ISO
N

E
R

T
H

E  B
R

IN
G

E
R O

F S
H

A
D

O
W

S

T
H

E  W
O

U
N

D
E

D
 O

N
E

M
ISE

R
Y

-B
R

IN
G

E
R

Y
E

M
E

T
H

Y
O

U
 are silvered

 glass th
at h

as 
C

R
A

C
K

E
D

 an
d

 th
e p

ieces
scattered

 acro
ss h

isto
ry

O
N

L
Y

 O
N

E PIE
C

E is o
f im

p
o

rt. R
egain

 th
at, and

 yo
u

r 
L

IFE w
ill

b
e yo

u
rs again

. T
h

ere w
ill b

e a p
rice. T

h
is p

rice w
ill b

u
y yo

u
 a

ch
an

ce. W
ith

o
ut th

e ch
an

ce, yo
u

 are 
D

O
O

M
E

D
…

Y
O

U
 

H
A

V
E 

L
O

S
T 

T
H

A
T 

W
H

IC
H 

IS 
N

E
V

E
R 

M
E

A
N

T 
T

O
 

B
E

SE
P

A
R

A
T

E
D

 
FR

O
M

 
M

A
N

. Y
O

U
R 

M
O

R
T

A
L

IT
Y

 
H

A
S 

B
E

E
N

 
ST

R
IP

PE
D

FR
O

M
 

Y
O

U
. 

L
O

S
T. 

IT 
E

X
IST

S, 
B

U
T 

Y
O

U
 

M
U

S
T 

FIN
D

 
IT 

B
E

FO
R

E

Y
O

U
R  M

IN
D

 IS L
O

S
T T

O
 Y

O
U

 A
S W

E
L

L.
M

y m
o

rtality strip
p

ed
 fro

m
 m

e
? W

h
at co

u
ld

 th
at m

ean
?

A
 L

E
G

A
C

Y
, th

e n
o

te read
, ‘ FO

R
G

E
T N

O
T T

O
 C

O
L

L
E

C
T Y

O
U

R

L
E

G
A

C
Y

,’ an
d

 a sm
all CO

D
E scratch

ed
 b

esid
e it: 5

1-A
A

…
A

 T
R

A
P, n

o
 do

ub
t, set b

y yet an
o

th
er o

f m
y 

F
A

L
S

E SE
L

V
E

S.
I'll see it D

E
S

T
R

O
Y

E
D

, I w
ill.

A
 le

gacy. I alre
ad

y kn
e

w
 o

f an
o

th
er on

e left b
y D

eio
n

arra.
T

h
ere w

as still a ch
an

ce they w
ere available. T

h
at w

as the last
co

h
eren

t jo
u

rn
al en

try.
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D
od

ec
ah

ed
ro

n 
Jo

ur
na

l

I 
us

ed
 th

e 
G

ob
le

t 
of

 S
em

ir
 t

o 
fo

rc
e 

a 
W

A
K

IN
G

 D
R

E
A

M
. I

 s
aw

a 
H

A
G

. 
S

he
 T

E
M

PT
E

D
 m

e,
 T

H
R

E
A

T
E

N
E

D
 m

e 
w

it
h 

SH
A

D
O

W
S!

 I
ha

ve
 n

ev
er

 S
E

E
N

 h
er

, 
bu

t 
sh

e 
ca

m
e 

w
he

n 
I 

D
R

E
A

M
T
. I

 m
us

t 
N

O
T

dr
ea

m
 

ag
ai

n.
 

I 
m

us
t 

al
w

ay
s 

be
 

A
W

A
R

E
. 

I 
D

E
ST

R
O

Y
E

D
 

T
H

E

G
O

B
L

E
T
.

S
he

 s
ay

s 
sh

e 
is

 s
om

eo
ne

 o
f 

PO
W

E
R

, 
an

d 
th

at
 s

he
 w

il
l 

H
A

V
E

m
e,

 w
il

l 
FI

N
D

 M
E
. G

et
 a

w
ay

, H
A

G
! 

S
ta

y 
FA

R
 f

ro
m

 m
e!

 L
ea

ve
 m

e
in

 P
E

A
C

E
! 

I 
w

an
t N

O
T

H
IN

G
 to

 d
o 

w
it

h 
yo

u!
H

er
 v

o
ic

e 
re

ek
ed

 o
f 

ev
il’

s TA
L

O
N

S,
 t

al
o

n
s 

lik
e S

P
ID

E
R

S,
 t

h
ey

B
U

R
R

O
W

E
D

 i
n

to
 m

y 
gr

a
y 

m
at

te
r,

 a
n

d
 I

 n
ee

d
ed

 h
er

 
O

U
T
 o

f 
m

y
M

IN
D

. O
U

T
! 

O
U

T
, 

h
ag

!
S

h
e 

w
as

 a
 M
Y

T
H
, 

a 
FA

IR
Y

 T
A

L
E
 w

h
o

 a
lo

n
e C

H
A

L
L

E
N

G
E

D
 t

h
e

L
A

D
Y

 O
F 

P
A

IN
! 

H
o

w
 c

an
 o

n
e F

IG
H

T
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
w

h
o

 i
s 

a M
Y

T
H
? 

I
d

o
n’

t 
h

av
e 

th
e W

E
A

PO
N

S.
 I

 n
ee

d
 w

ea
p

o
n

s 
th

at
 w

ill
 

K
IL

L
 h

er
sh

o
u

ld
 s

h
e F

IN
D

 M
E
. 

I 
n

ee
d

 a
 ST

R
A

T
E

G
Y

 s
o

 s
h

e 
ca

n
n

o
t 

d
ef

ea
t 

m
e

w
h

en
 s

h
e C

O
M

E
S 

FO
R
 M

E
. 

I 
m

u
st

 D
E

V
IS

E
, 

an
d

 T
H

IN
K
 —

 I
 s

h
al

l
B

E
A

T
 h

er
.

S
o

 R
av

el
 h

ad
 b

ee
n

 t
ry

in
g 

to
 r

ea
ch

 m
e 

fo
r 

at
 le

as
t 

fif
ty

 y
ea

rs
.

I 
h

op
ed

 s
h

e 
h

ad
n

’t 
go

tt
en

 to
o

 im
p

at
ie

n
t.

F
ea

r N
A

M
E

S.
 N

A
M

E
S 

h
av

e 
p

o
w

er
 i

n
 i

d
en

tit
y.

 N
A

M
E

S 
ca

n
 b

e
u

se
d

 a
s W

E
A

PO
N

S 
b

y 
O

T
H

E
R

S.
 T

h
ey

 a
re

 a
 H
O

O
K
 t

h
at

 c
an

 b
e 

u
se

d
to

 T
R

A
C

K
 Y

O
U

 F
IN

D
 Y

O
U

 H
U

N
T
 Y

O
U

 a
cr

o
ss

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
. 

R
em

ai
n

N
A

M
E

L
E

S
S,

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

 s
h

al
l b

e SA
FE

.
A

 p
as

sa
ge

 t
h

at
 w

as
 t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
as

 o
n

e 
w

ri
tt

en
 o

n
 t

h
e 

w
al

l 
in

th
e 

to
m

b
 I

 fo
u

nd
 in

 th
e 

D
ro

w
n

ed
 N

at
io

n
s.

I 
w

en
t 

to
 t

h
e 

F
es

th
al

l, 
lo

o
ki

n
g 

fo
r 

th
e 

p
at

h
 o

f 
m

y 
F

A
L

S
E
 S

E
L

F

in
 i

ts
 h

al
ls

. 
S

o
 G

L
A

R
IN

G
 w

as
 i

t,
 t

h
at

 t
h

o
se

 I
 d

id
 n

o
t KN

O
W

, 
th

e
FA

L
S

E
 o

n
es

, W
E

L
C

O
M

E
D

 m
e 

in
to

 t
h

ei
r 

co
n

fid
en

ce
, 

tr
ea

te
d

 m
e 

as
a 

FR
IE

N
D

, 
sh

o
w

ed
 m

e M
Y

 R
O

O
M

, 
at

te
n

d
ed

 t
o

 m
y N

E
E

D
S.

 I
 h

ad
 t

o
re

st
ra

in
 m

ys
el

f 
fr

o
m

 l
au

n
ch

in
g 

o
u

t 
ag

ai
n

st
 t

h
em

. 
T

h
at

 w
o

u
ld

h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 p
re

m
at

u
re

. 
F

irs
t,

 I
 n

ee
d

ed
 t

o
 

PR
O

T
E

C
T
 m

y 
ID

E
N

T
IT

Y
. 

I
fo

u
n

d
 o

n
e 

w
h

o
 k

n
ew

 t
h

e 
ex

cl
u

si
ve

 la
n

gu
ag

e 
o

f 
th

e 
U

yo
, 

le
ar

n
ed

it 
as

 I
 c

o
u

ld
, 

th
en

 KI
L

L
E

D
 h

im
. 

T
h

en
 I

 w
en

t 
to

 t
h

e 
se

n
so

ri
u

m
 a

n
d

p
re

p
ar

ed
 to

 EN
D

 t
h

e 
m

at
te

r.
 S

o
o

n,
 s

oo
n

…
I 

al
re

ad
y 

kn
e

w
 

o
f 

th
e 

m
u

rd
er

 
o

f 
F

in
, 

an
d

 
th

e 
tr

ap
p

ed
se

n
so

ry
 s

to
n

e;
 f

o
r 

th
at

 m
at

te
r,

 I
 h

ad
 f

o
u

nd
 t

h
is

 j
o

u
rn

al
 i

n 
‘m

y’
ro

o
m

 in
 t

h
e 

F
es

th
al

l.
T

h
er

e 
is

 N
O

T
H

IN
G

 h
e 

ca
n

 d
o

. 
M

em
o

rie
s 

ar
e G
O

N
E
, 

h
e 

sa
ys

,
N

E
V

E
R
 t

o
 r

et
u

rn
. 

H
e 

sa
ys

/li
es

 a
n

d
 t

el
ls

 m
e 

th
is

 i
s 

w
h

at
 h

e 
to

ld
m

e
! 

L
IE

S!
 H

e 
sa

ys
 m

y 
m

in
d

 i
s W

E
A

K
E

N
IN

G
 f

ro
m

 e
ve

ry
 d

ea
th

!
L

IE
S
! H

e 
sa

t 
th

er
e,

 BE
T

R
A

Y
IN

G
 m

y 
C

O
N

FI
D

E
N

C
E
 w

ith
 e

ve
ry

 t
u

rn
.

H
e 

sa
ys

 t
h

at
 o

n
ly

 a
fte

r TH
R

E
E
 M

O
R

E
 D

E
A

T
H

S,
 T

H
R

E
E
 M

O
R

E

L
IV

E
S 

w
ill

 I
 g

ai
n

 t
h

e 
b

en
ef

it 
o

f 
ke

ep
in

g 
m

y 
m

e
m

o
ri

es
, 

b
u

t 
th

at
 I

,

A
ll

ey
 O

f 
L

in
ge

ri
ng

 S
ig

hs
13

5

A
LL

E
Y

 O
F

 L
IN

G
E

R
IN

G
 S

IG
H

S

W
e 

w
er

e 
in

 w
ha

t 
A

nn
ah

 h
ad

 r
ef

er
re

d 
to

 a
s 

th
e 

al
le

y 
of

 l
in

ge
ri

ng
si

gh
s,

 a
lt

ho
ug

h 
in

 r
ea

li
ty

 i
t 

w
as

 m
or

e 
a 

se
ri

es
 o

f 
in

te
rc

on
ne

ct
ed

al
le

ys
, 

st
re

tc
hi

ng
 

am
on

g 
di

la
pi

da
te

d 
bu

ild
in

gs
 

an
d 

pi
le

s 
of

ru
bb

is
h.

I 
he

ar
d 

ha
m

m
er

in
g 

up
 

ah
ea

d.
 

W
he

n 
w

e 
ad

va
nc

ed
 

fa
r

en
ou

gh
 t

o 
se

e 
th

e 
so

ur
ce

, 
I 

re
al

iz
ed

 i
t 

w
as

 a
 d

ab
us

. 
N

o 
on

e 
el

se
w

as
 a

ro
un

d;
 e

ve
n 

S
yb

il
 h

ad
 d

is
ap

pe
ar

ed
 s

om
ew

he
re

. 
I 

po
ke

d
in

si
de

 o
ne

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
ou

t 
of

 c
ur

io
si

ty
, 

an
d 

to
 m

y 
su

rp
ri

se
 f

ou
nd

 a
co

rp
se

 in
si

de
.

I 
sa

w
 th

e 
de

ad
 b

od
y 

of
 a

 D
ab

us
. T

he
 s

te
nc

h 
of

 it
s 

de
ca

y 
w

as
ov

er
po

w
er

in
g 

an
d,

 f
ro

m
 th

e 
lo

ok
s 

of
 it

s 
ri

gi
d,

 u
nn

at
ur

al
 p

os
tu

re
,

ex
tr

em
e 

ri
go

rm
or

ti
s 

ha
d 

lo
ng

 s
in

ce
 s

et
 i

n.
 Y

et
, 

so
m

eh
ow

, 
I 

w
as

in
ex

pl
ic

ab
ly

 a
ro

us
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

sc
en

e.
I 

us
ed

 m
y 

S
to

ri
es

-B
on

es
-T

el
l 

po
w

er
 o

n 
th

e 
co

rp
se

. 
A

s 
I

re
ac

he
d 

ou
t 

w
it

h 
m

y 
po

w
er

, 
th

er
e 

w
as

 a
 f

ai
nt

 s
ti

rr
in

g 
in

 t
he

 a
ir

,
an

d
 t

h
e 

d
ab

u
s’

 b
o

d
y 

b
lu

rr
ed

 f
o

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
 I

 f
el

t 
a 

st
ra

n
ge

,
w

re
n

ch
in

g 
p

ai
n

 i
n 

m
y 

sk
u

ll,
 a

s 
if 

so
m

eo
n

e 
w

as
 h

a
m

m
er

in
g 

o
n

it,
 s

h
ar

pl
y,

 d
es

p
er

at
el

y.
M

y 
vi

si
o

n
 w

en
t 

b
la

ck
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 a
n

d 
th

e 
h

am
m

er
in

g
p

ai
n

 f
ad

ed
, 

u
n

til
 it

 s
o

un
d

ed
 li

ke
 it

 w
as

 c
o

m
in

g 
fr

o
m

 o
u

ts
id

e 
m

y
sk

u
ll 

—
 

th
e 

d
ar

kn
es

s 
cl

ea
re

d
, 

an
d

 
I 

h
ea

rd
 

th
e 

h
am

m
er

in
g

co
m

in
g 

fr
o

m
 o

u
ts

id
e 

th
e 

bu
ild

in
g.

 T
h

e 
en

tir
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

se
em

ed
h

az
y 

so
m

eh
o

w
, 

co
n

fu
se

d
, 

as
 if

 I
 w

er
e 

se
ei

n
g 

it 
th

ro
u

gh
 a

 m
is

t.
T

h
e 

h
am

m
er

in
g 

d
ie

d
, 

an
d 

I 
su

d
d

en
ly

 s
a

w
 a

 s
p

ec
tr

al
 v

er
si

o
n

o
f 

th
e 

d
ab

u
s 

en
te

rin
g 

th
e 

bu
ild

in
g.

 A
s 

it 
d

id
, 

th
e 

w
in

d
o

w
s 

an
d

th
e 

do
o

rs
 b

ec
a

m
e 

lik
e 

w
at

er
, 

su
d

d
en

ly
 s

ea
lin

g 
o

ve
r 

th
e 

en
tr

an
ce

th
e 

d
ab

u
s 

ca
m

e 
th

ro
u

gh
. 

T
h

e 
d

ab
us

 t
u

rn
ed

, 
p

au
se

d
, 

an
d

 t
h

en
b

eg
an

 a
 s

lo
w

 c
ir

cu
it 

o
f 

th
e 

ro
o

m
, 

ex
a

m
in

in
g 

th
e 

w
al

ls
 a

n
d

h
am

m
er

in
g 

o
n

 e
ac

h
 o

n
e 

on
ce

, 
as

 if
 t

es
tin

g 
it.

T
h

e 
d

ab
u

s 
co

m
p

le
te

d
 it

s 
ci

rc
u

it 
o

f 
th

e 
ro

o
m

, 
th

en
 p

au
se

d
 b

y
th

e 
“d

oo
r”

 i
t 

o
n

ce
 e

n
te

re
d.

 I
t 

b
eg

an
 h

am
m

er
in

g,
 c

h
ip

p
in

g 
aw

a
y

th
e 

st
on

e,
 b

u
t 

w
ith

 e
ve

ry
 b

lo
w

, 
th

e 
w

al
l 

re
p

ai
re

d
 i

ts
el

f. 
T

h
e

vi
si

o
n

 f
ad

ed
 t

o
 b

la
ck

, 
an

d
 t

h
e 

h
am

m
er

in
g 

co
n

tin
u

ed
, 

fir
st

 a
t 

a
st

ea
d

y 
p

ac
e,

 t
h

en
 s

lo
w

er
, 

th
en

 s
lo

w
er

…
M

y 
vi

si
o

n
 c

le
ar

ed
 a

s 
th

e 
h

am
m

er
in

g 
en

d
ed

, 
an

d
 I

 w
as

 o
n

ce
ag

ai
n

 s
ta

n
d

in
g 

b
es

id
e 

th
e 

co
rp

se
 o

f 
th

e 
d

ab
u

s…
 it

 lo
o

ke
d

 a
s 

if 
it

w
ith

er
ed

 a
w

a
y 

h
er

e,
 t

ra
p

p
ed

 in
 t

h
e 

b
u

ild
in

g.
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A

lley O
f L

ingering S
ighs

W
e exited the building, and continued follow

ing A
nnah to

the spot w
here she found m

y body. W
e w

ent dow
n a short flight

of steps, and entered a cul-de-sec. S
he pointed to a spot on the

ground.
“T

h
is is th

e p
lace. I fo

un
d

 yeh
 lyin

’ righ
t w

h
ere w

e stan
d

.”
I glan

ced
 at th

e grou
nd

 w
h

ere sh
e p

o
in

ted
, th

en loo
ked

 up
 to

stare 
in

 
aw

e 
at 

th
e 

b
izarre 

sp
ectacle 

b
efo

re 
m

e. 
W

h
at 

h
ad

ap
p

eared
 to b

e an
 o

rdin
ary, u

n
rem

arkab
le b

ricked
 w

all n
o

w
th

rob
b

ed an
d pu

lsated
 w

ith
 m

o
vem

en
t. T

h
e w

all exp
an

d
ed

 w
ith

cu
rio

u
s elasticity, h

eavin
g o

u
tw

ard
 as if so

m
e u

n
seen

 fo
rce w

ere
tryin

g to
 p

u
sh its w

a
y th

ro
u

gh
 th

e b
arrier fro

m
 th

e o
th

er sid
e.

S
lo

w
ly, 

th
e 

un
du

latin
g 

m
ass 

b
egan

 
to

 
settle, 

its 
cu

rves
b

eco
m

in
g m

o
re an

d
 m

o
re p

ro
no

u
n

ced
, and

 I fo
un

d m
yself at

e
ye-le

vel w
ith

 th
e ston

y caricatu
re o

f a h
u

m
an

 face.
“W

h
at is th

at? “ I w
o

n
d

ered
 ou

t lou
d

.
I d

on
n

ae kn
o

w
.” A

n
n

ah
 stared

 at th
e face in

 d
isb

elief, h
er

h
an

d
s n

ervo
u

sly fin
gerin

g h
er d

agg
ers. “B

u
t I'm

 fer leavin
’ ‘fo

re
w

e fin
d

 o
u

t, aye
?”

I 
h

esitated
, 

th
ere 

w
as 

so
m

eth
in

g…
 

S
u

dd
en

ly, 
a 

stro
n

g
b

reeze b
egan

 to
 b

lo
w

 aro
u

nd
 m

e an
d

 th
e air w

as filled
 w

ith
 an

eerie sigh
in

g. T
h

e ru
sh

in
g w

in
d

 grew
 stro

n
ger an

d
 I cou

ld
 m

ake
o

u
t o

th
er so

un
d

s as w
ell: th

e creakin
g o

f b
o

ard
s, th

e ru
stlin

g o
f

leaves, 
an

d
 

th
e 

grin
d

in
g 

o
f 

sto
n

e 
upo

n 
ston

e. 
A

fter 
a 

fe
w

m
o

m
en

ts, th
e cla

m
o

r ceased
 to

 b
e a caco

p
ho

n
y o

f in
d

ividu
al

n
o

ises an
d b

egan
 to

 b
len

d
 in

to
 on

e articu
late sou

nd
. I co

uld
m

ake o
u

t a vo
ice, a vo

ice th
at spo

ke so
ftly, yet see

m
ed

 to
 co

m
e

fro
m

 all aro
u

n
d m

e at o
n

ce.
“

Y
O

U
? IT C

A
N

N
O

T B
E Y

O
U

.”
“D

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 m
e? “ I rep

lied
. T

h
e w

in
d

 aro
un

d
 m

e h
ad

sto
p

p
ed

, b
u

t th
e vo

ice w
as still so

m
eh

o
w

 p
resen

t.
“

Y
O

U
 A

R
E R

E
ST

O
R

E
D

 A
G

A
IN

? I S
A

W
 Y

O
U

 D
E

ST
R

O
Y

E
D

.”
“D

estro
yed

? W
h

ere
?”

“
I S

A
W

 Y
O

U
 D

E
S

T
R

O
Y

E
D

 H
E

R
E, IN

 FR
O

N
T O

F M
E. I S

E
E A

L
L

W
IT

H
IN

 M
E.”

“D
o

 yo
u

 kn
o

w
 w

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 m

e?”
“

T
H

IN
G

S 
T

H
A

T 
C

A
ST 

N
O

 
S

H
A

D
O

W
…

 
W

E
R

E 
S

H
A

D
O

W
. 

T
H

E
Y

R
O

SE  A
R

O
U

N
D

 Y
O

U
. T

O
R

E Y
O

U
 D

O
W

N
. D

O
 Y

O
U

 N
O

T R
E

M
E

M
B

E
R?”

I co
n

cen
trated

 o
n th

e stran
ge vo

ice co
m

p
o

sed
 o

f so
un

d
s aro

un
d

m
e. S

o
m

e
w

h
ere, in

 th
e d

eep
est recesses o

f m
y m

in
d

, th
ere w

as
a 

b
rief 

glim
m

er 
o

f 
reco

llectio
n

. 
I 

felt 
as 

th
ou

gh
 

th
ere 

w
as

so
m

eth
in

g va
gu

ely fa
m

iliar ab
o

u
t th

e so
un

d
s.

I clo
sed

 m
y e

yes an
d

 tried
 to

 rem
e

m
b

er. I w
as ab

le to
 b

rin
g

b
ack a frag

m
en

t, a m
e

m
o

ry o
f m

e stan
d

in
g th

ere, su
rro

un
d

ed
 b

y

D
odecahedron Journal
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I 
hefted 

the 
cold, 

gray 
dodecahedron 

up 
to 

exam
ine 

it
carefully, now

 aw
are of the various deadly traps it held for the

incautious user and how
 to avoid them

 entirely. H
aving learned

the dead language of the U
yo, I w

as at last able to decipher its
co

n
ten

ts…
T

h
e tab

let tu
rn

ed
 ou

t to
 b

e a jou
rn

al o
f so

rts…
 on

e kep
t b

y
so

m
e p

rio
r in

carn
ation

 o
f m

yself, it w
o

u
ld

 seem
 —

 an
d

 n
o

t an
alto

geth
er san

e o
n

e, eith
er. I tho

u
gh

t it m
u

st h
ave b

een
 kep

t b
y I

w
h

at I th
o

u
ght o

f as th
e ‘p

arano
id

’ in
carn

atio
n. T

h
ere w

ere o
n

ly
a h

an
d

fu
l o

f co
m

p
letely co

h
eren

t sectio
n

s, as I b
ro

w
sed

 th
rou

gh
it.

T
h

e 
w

h
isp

ers 
are 

n
o

t 
th

e 
sh

ado
w

s 
M

O
V

IN
G

. 
T

h
e

y 
are

SP
E

A
K

IN
G

 
P

L
O

T
T

IN
G

 
T

A
L

K
IN

G
 to

 each
 o

th
er. I can

 u
nd

erstan
d

so
m

e o
f w

h
at th

e
y sa

y.
M

o
re ab

ou
t th

e sh
ad

o
w

s th
at do

gged
 m

y step
s. I read

 o
n in

th
e jou

rn
al.

T
h

e b
o

o
k tells m

e th
in

gs, w
h

isp
ers th

in
gs. It tells m

e to
avo

id
 th

e gho
st girl, avo

id
 h

er. 
I 

D
O

N
T 

K
N

O
W

 
H

E
R 

an
d

 
sh

e
T

O
R

M
E

N
T

S m
e.

D
eio

n
arra, ob

vio
u

sly.
A

n
d

 so
 I SW

A
L

L
O

W
E

D
 it, h

op
in

g it'd C
A

T
C

H in
 m

y B
O

W
E

L
S. I

can
 m

a
ke so

m
eo

n
e 

R
E

M
O

V
E it w

h
en

 I n
eed

 to.
I h

ad
 alread

y re
m

o
ved

 th
at rin

g, h
ard

 to
 

b
elieve 

it h
ad

sta
yed

 p
u

t fo
r fifty years.

I h
ave learn

ed
 th

at 
M

Y L
IFE IS N

O
T M

Y
 O

W
N

. I w
ill N

O
T allo

w
yo

u
 h

ave m
y life…

Y
O

U
 w

ill h
ave to

 p
u

ll m
y life fro

m
 m

y BR
O

K
E

N
 B

O
D

Y
 if yo

u
w

an
t it…
It’s Y

O
U

 w
h

o
 w

ill D
IE, if I can

n
o

t h
ave it NE

IT
H

E
R w

ill Y
O

U
.

Y
O

U
 

A
R

E 
R

E
SPO

N
SIB

L
E 

FO
R 

T
H

IS 
T

R
E

A
S

O
N

 
O

F 
F

L
E

S
H, 

Y
O

U

W
IL

L N
O

T L
IV

E T
O

 L
IV

E M
Y

 L
IFE.

I 
h

ad
 

alread
y 

en
co

u
n

tered 
th

e 
resu

lts 
o

f 
th

is 
p

aran
o

id
in

carn
ation

’s life several tim
e

s, esp
ecially th

e trap
s h

e h
ad left

fo
r h

is o
th

er ‘traito
r’ selves.

T
h

e accu
rsed

 TA
T

T
O

O
S w

ill n
o

t leave m
y SK

IN
! I h

ave tried
to

 bu
rn th

em
 o

ff o
f m

y skin
 —

 FA
IL

E
D

, failed
! I try an

d
 C

L
O

A
K

m
yself, b

u
t I alw

a
ys fe

el th
at p

eo
ple are 

R
E

A
D

IN
G

 m
y F

L
E

S
H,

read
in

g m
e like a BO

O
K. W

h
en

ever th
e

y LO
O

K at m
e I W

A
N

T T
O

T
E

A
R  T

H
E

IR E
Y

E
S O

U
T p

lu
ck th

em
 fro

m
 th

eir so
ckets an

d
 

C
R

U
SH

T
H

E
M

 B
E

N
E

A
T

H M
Y

 H
E

E
L…

M
o

re p
arano

id ran
tin

g.
W

H
Y

 C
A

N
’T I D

R
E

A
M

?
!
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6

D
od

ec
ah

ed
ro

n 
Jo

ur
na

l

A
s 

th
e 

sp
ir

it
 s

po
ke

 t
o 

m
e 

of
 t

he
 l

os
t 

la
ng

ua
ge

 o
f 

th
e 

U
yo

,
th

er
e 

w
as

 a
 t

hr
ob

bi
ng

 s
en

sa
ti

on
 i

n 
m

y 
te

m
pl

es
 a

s 
a 

m
em

or
y

b
eg

an
 t

o
 s

u
rf

ac
e…

 m
e

m
o

rie
s 

o
f 

th
is

 la
n

gu
ag

e.
 I

 r
ec

al
le

d
 le

tt
er

s,
w

o
rd

s,
 p

h
ra

se
s,

 u
n

til
 —

 l
ik

e 
a 

S
p

ir
e-

w
in

d
 b

lo
w

in
g 

a
w

a
y 

th
e

b
la

n
ke

t 
o

f 
p

o
is

o
no

u
s 

sm
o

g 
o

ve
r 

th
e 

G
re

at
 

F
o

u
nd

ry
 

—
 

th
e

la
n

gu
ag

e 
w

as
 o

n
ce

 m
o

re
 r

ev
ea

le
d

 t
o

 m
e 

in
 it

s 
en

tir
et

y.
T

h
er

e 
w

as
 

an
o

th
er

 
m

e
m

o
ry

, 
th

o
u

gh
, 

bu
bb

lin
g 

to
 

th
e

su
rf

ac
e…

 a
 d

ar
ke

r 
o

n
e.

 I
ts

 p
re

se
n

ce
 t

ro
u

bl
ed

 m
e 

so
m

eh
o

w
,

fil
le

d
 m

e 
w

ith
 u

n
ea

se
 a

n
d 

un
ex

p
la

in
ed

 p
an

gs
 o

f g
u

ilt
…

A
t 

la
st

, 
I 

re
ca

lle
d

 F
in

 A
n

d
ly

e 
h

im
se

lf.
 I

 r
em

e
m

b
er

ed
 h

is
ge

n
tle

 v
o

ic
e,

 h
is

 k
in

d 
m

an
n

er
, 

h
is

 s
ch

oo
lin

g 
m

e 
in

 t
h

e 
an

ci
en

t
la

n
gu

ag
e 

o
f 

th
e 

U
yo

. 
I 

al
so

 r
em

em
b

er
ed

 m
y 

sc
ar

re
d

, 
gn

ar
le

d
h

an
d

 w
ra

p
p

ed
 a

ro
un

d
 h

is
 f

ra
il 

th
ro

at
, 

cr
u

sh
in

g 
hi

s 
la

ry
n

x 
an

d
th

u
s 

en
su

rin
g 

th
at

 t
h

e 
se

cr
et

 c
o

n
te

n
ts

 o
f 

m
y 

jo
u

rn
al

 —
 h

id
d

en
an

d
 t

h
ric

e-
tr

ap
p

ed
 i

n
 a

 d
od

ec
ah

ed
ra

l 
pu

zz
le

-b
o

x 
an

d
 p

en
n

ed
 i

n
th

e 
ob

sc
u

re
 la

n
gu

ag
e 

o
f 

th
e 

U
yo

 —
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
fo

re
ve

r 
sa

fe
 f

ro
m

p
ry

in
g 

e
ye

s…
A

n
o

th
er

 d
ea

th
 I

 w
as

 r
es

p
o

n
si

b
le

 f
o

r.
 T

h
er

e 
w

as
 li

tt
le

 I
 c

o
u

ld
d

o
 

n
o

w
, 

bu
t 

th
at

 
lit

tle
 

I 
o

w
ed

 
th

e 
sp

ir
it 

to
 

w
h

ic
h

 
I 

w
as

co
n

ve
rs

in
g.

“F
in

…
 I

 m
u

st
 t

el
l y

o
u

…
 it

 w
as

 m
e 

w
h

o
 m

u
rd

er
ed

 y
o

u
.”

T
h

e 
sp

ir
it 

w
as

 s
ile

n
t 

fo
r 

a 
tim

e,
 t

h
e 

as
h

es
 r

u
st

lin
g 

so
ftl

y
w

ith
in

 t
h

ei
r 

u
rn

. 
W

h
en

 it
 s

p
o

ke
 o

nc
e 

m
o

re
, 

its
 v

o
ic

e 
w

a
s 

fu
ll 

o
f

so
rr

o
w

. 
“B

u
t…

 w
h

y…
 a

n
d

 w
h

y 
w

o
u

ld
 c

o
m

e 
to

 m
e 

o
n

ce
 m

o
re

?
D

id
 y

o
u

 fo
rg

et
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
 h

ad
 b

ee
n

 ta
u

gh
t?

”
“N

o
…

 w
el

l, 
ye

s.
 I

t 
is

 d
iff

ic
u

lt 
to

 e
xp

la
in

, 
b

u
t 

it 
m

u
st

 h
av

e
b

ee
n

 a
 f

o
rm

er
 ‘s

el
f’ 

o
f 

m
in

e 
th

at
 m

u
rd

er
ed

 y
o

u
. 

E
ac

h
 t

im
e 

I 
d

ie
,

I 
re

aw
ak

en
, 

as
 

if 
fr

o
m

 
lo

n
g 

sl
ee

p
…

 
b

u
t 

h
av

in
g 

fo
rg

o
tt

en
ev

er
yt

h
in

g…
 w

h
o

 I
 w

as
, 

o
r 

w
h

at
 I

'd
 d

on
e…

”
“I

 
th

in
k 

I 
u

nd
er

st
an

d
…

 
I 

se
n

se
 

yo
u

r 
re

gr
et

, 
an

d
 

w
o

u
ld

fo
rg

iv
e 

yo
u

. 
M

ay
 p

ea
ce

 b
e 

w
ith

 y
o

u
, 

p
up

il 
o

f 
o

ld
, 

an
d

 m
a

y 
yo

u
p

ro
ve

 k
in

d
er

 i
n

 t
h

is
 l

ife
 t

h
an

 i
n

 t
h

e 
on

e 
w

h
ic

h
 s

aw
 a

n
 e

n
d

 t
o

m
in

e…
” 

T
h

e 
sp

iri
t,

 a
s 

h
e 

m
u

st
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 i

n
 l

ife
, 

w
as

 m
u

ch
ge

n
tle

r 
th

an
 I 

d
es

er
ve

d
.

“T
h

an
ks

, 
F

in
. 

F
ar

ew
el

l.”
 I

 c
a

m
e 

to
 m

ys
el

f 
a

ga
in

, 
to

 f
in

d
G

ra
ce

 s
p

in
n

in
g 

an
 u

n
co

n
vi

n
ci

n
g 

ta
le

 o
f 

te
m

p
o

ra
ry

 p
ar

al
ys

is
,

w
h

ic
h

 f
ai

le
d

 t
o

 e
xp

la
in

 w
h

y 
th

e 
lid

 w
as

 o
ff 

th
e 

u
rn

. 
N

o 
do

ub
t

F
in

am
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

ca
lle

d
 t

h
e 

H
ar

m
o

n
iu

m
 g

u
ar

d
 i

f 
n

o
t 

fo
r 

h
er

ch
ar

is
m

at
ic

 m
an

n
er

.
I 

w
as

 t
o

o
 f

u
ll 

o
f 

w
h

at
 

I 
h

ad
 

ju
st

 
le

ar
n

ed
 

to
 p

ay
 

m
u

ch
at

te
n

tio
n

 t
o 

F
in

am
, 

an
d

 le
ft 

h
is

 h
o

us
e 

w
ith

o
ut

 a
 w

o
rd

. 
I 

sa
t d

o
w

n
ag

ai
n

st
 a

 w
al

l 
in

 a
n

 a
lle

y 
ad

ja
ce

n
t 

to
 h

is
 h

o
u

se
, 

an
d

 p
u

lle
d

 o
u

t
th

e 
do

d
ec

ah
ed

ro
n

 jo
u

rn
al

.

A
ll

ey
 O

f 
L

in
ge

ri
ng

 S
ig

hs
13

7

hu
m

an
oi

d-
sh

ap
ed

 s
ha

do
w

s.
 T

he
y 

cl
os

ed
 i

n,
 a

tt
ac

ke
d.

 I
 m

us
t

ha
ve

 d
ie

d,
 a

nd
 A

nn
ah

 f
ou

nd
 m

y 
co

rp
se

.
“Y

E
S…

 Y
O

U
 R

E
M

E
M

B
E

R
.”

 T
h

e 
vo

ic
e 

o
f 

th
e 

A
lle

y 
ra

n
g 

in
 m

y
ea

rs
, 

sc
at

te
rin

g 
th

e 
im

a
ge

s 
fr

o
m

 m
y 

m
in

d
 a

n
d

 r
et

u
rn

in
g 

m
e 

b
ac

k
to

 t
h

e 
p

re
se

n
t.

 “
 D
E

ST
R

O
Y

E
D

. 
A

S 
SO

O
N

 I
 S

H
A

L
L
 B

E
. 

I 
C

A
N

N
O

T

D
E

L
A

Y
 D

IV
IS

IO
N
 M

U
C

H
 L

O
N

G
E

R
. P

R
E

SS
U

R
E
 B

U
IL

D
S.

 S
O

O
N

 S
T

O
N

E
S

W
IL

L
 C

R
U

M
B

L
E
 A

N
D

 T
H

E
 F

L
O

A
T

IN
G

 O
N

E
S 

W
IL

L
 R

E
P

A
IR

 M
E
 T

O

D
E

S
T

R
U

C
T

IO
N

.”
“Y

o
u

’re
 d

yi
n

g?
”

“P
R

E
SS

U
R

E
 IS

 T
O

O
 M

U
C

H
. T

O
O

 M
A

N
Y

 P
L

A
C

E
S 

FO
L

D
E

D
 I

N
SI

D
E
.

N
O

T
 E

N
O

U
G

H
 S

P
A

C
E
. M

U
S

T
 D

IV
ID

E
.”

A
n

n
ah

 in
te

rp
o

se
d

, 
“U

h,
 it

 m
u

st
 b

e 
in

 th
e 

‘w
a

y.
’ ”

“W
h

at
 a

re
 y

o
u

 t
al

ki
n

g 
ab

o
u

t?
”

“I
 t

h
in

k 
it’

s 
p

re
gn

an
t,

” 
A

n
n

ah
 r

ep
lie

d.
M

o
rt

e 
jo

in
ed

 
in

, 
“F

re
ak

y.
 

S
o

 
w

h
er

e 
ar

e 
w

e 
te

ch
n

ic
al

ly
st

an
d

in
g 

rig
h

t n
o

w
?”

“I
 r

ea
lly

 d
o

n
’t 

w
an

t 
to

 k
n

o
w

 t
h

e 
an

sw
er

 t
o

 t
h

at
, 

M
o

rt
e.

” 
T

h
e

vo
ic

e 
co

n
tin

u
ed

 s
p

ea
ki

n
g,

 ig
n

o
rin

g 
m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s.

“H
E

L
P 

M
E
 T

O
 D

IV
ID

E
. B

R
A

N
C

H
 O

U
T
. E

X
P

A
N

D
. N

E
W

 A
P

E
R

T
U

R
E

S

W
IL

L
 O

P
E

N
. 

Y
O

U
 M

A
Y

 U
S

E
 T

H
E

M
 T

O
 T

R
A

V
E

L
 T

O
 T

H
E
 L

O
W

E
R

W
A

R
D

.”
“W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 n

ee
d

 to
 d

iv
id

e?
”

“T
H

E
 F

L
O

A
T

IN
G

 O
N

E
 IS

 U
PO

N
 M

E
. R

E
P

A
IR

IN
G

. I
T
 P

R
E

V
E

N
T

S 
M

E

FR
O

M
 D

IV
ID

IN
G

. I
 U

N
D

O
 IT

S 
R

E
P

A
IR

S.
 B

U
T
 IT

 R
E

T
U

R
N

S 
A

G
A

IN
 A

N
D

A
G

A
IN

. 
R

E
P

A
IR

S 
A

N
E

W
. 

M
U

S
T
 R

E
M

O
V

E
 F

L
O

A
T

IN
G

 O
N

E
.”

 I
 w

as
n

’t
su

re
 I

 li
ke

d
 t

h
e 

im
p

lic
at

io
n

 o
f i

ts
 w

o
rd

s.
“Y

o
u

 w
an

t 
m

e 
to

 ki
ll

 th
e 

d
ab

u
s 

in
 th

e 
A

lle
y?

”
“R

E
M

O
V

E
 IT

. O
N

L
Y

 T
H

E
N

 C
A

N
 I 

D
IV

ID
E
.”

I 
kn

ew
 f

ro
m

 I
ro

n
 N

al
ls

 t
h

e 
w

a
y 

to
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
 w

ar
d

s 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e
H

iv
e 

w
as

 c
u

rr
en

tly
 b

lo
ck

ed
. 

I 
fe

lt 
I 

m
u

st
 g

et
 t

o
 o

th
er

 a
re

as
 o

f
th

e 
ci

ty
. 

If 
h

el
p

in
g 

th
is

…
 th

in
g 

w
o

u
ld

 d
o

 it
, 

so
 b

e 
it.

I 
fo

u
n

d 
th

e 
d

ab
u

s 
cl

o
se

 t
o

 w
h

er
e 

I 
h

ad
 l

ef
t 

it.
 I

 w
as

 s
u

re
th

er
e 

w
as

 li
tt

le
 c

h
an

ce
 I

 c
o

u
ld

 c
o

n
vi

n
ce

 it
 t

o 
ju

st
 le

av
e 

th
e 

ar
ea

,
an

d
 e

ve
n

 i
f 

I 
co

u
ld

 g
et

 i
t 

to
 l

ea
ve

, 
it 

w
o

u
ld

 d
o

ub
tle

ss
 q

ui
ck

ly
re

tu
rn

.
H

o
w

e
ve

r,
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 a

 w
a

y.
 I

 w
en

t 
u

p
 t

o
 i

t, 
an

d 
to

ld
 it

 I
 h

ad
ju

st
 d

is
co

ve
re

d
 t

h
e 

bo
d

y 
o

f 
an

o
th

er
 d

ab
u

s 
in

 t
h

e 
al

le
y.

 A
s 

I
th

ou
gh

t,
 i

t 
w

as
 i

n
te

re
st

ed
 i

n
 w

h
at

 I
 h

ad
 t

o 
sa

y,
 a

n
d

 s
o

o
n 

w
as

h
u

rr
yi

n
g 

to
 e

n
te

r 
th

e 
ho

u
se

 w
h

er
e 

I h
ad

 fo
un

d 
th

e 
d

ea
d

 d
ab

u
s.

F
o

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 I

 g
lo

ri
ed

 i
n 

m
y 

p
o

w
er

. 
I 

re
al

iz
ed

 I
 c

o
u

ld
ea

si
ly

 b
en

d
 t

ho
se

 a
ro

un
d 

m
e 

to
 m

y 
w

ill
, 

fo
rc

in
g 

th
em

 t
o

 m
y

b
id

d
in

g 
re

ga
rd

le
ss

 o
f 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

n
 t

h
ei

r 
in

si
gn

ifi
ca

n
t 

liv
es

. 
B

u
t

o
n

ly
 fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
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A

lley O
f L

ingering S
ighs

I had sent the dabus to its death, as surely as if I had cut off
its h

ead
. O

n
e co

u
ld

 argu
e it w

as to
 save an

o
th

er’s life, bu
t it w

as
d

o
in

g n
oth

in
g w

ro
n

g, n
o

t b
y an

y scale o
f righ

t an
d

 w
ro

n
g I

w
o

u
ld

 w
ish

 to
 live b

y.
I th

ou
gh

t o
f th

e in
carn

atio
n th

at D
ak'ko

n
 an

d M
o

rte h
ad

kn
o

w
n

, an
d

 kn
ew

 if I fo
llo

w
ed

 th
e p

ath
 th

at h
ad

 tem
p

ted
 m

e fo
r

a 
m

o
m

en
t, 

th
at is 

w
h

ere 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 
en

d 
up

. 
I 

co
n

sid
ered

 
th

e
tem

p
tatio

n
, an

d saw
 it h

eld
 no

 real attraction
 fo

r m
e. T

im
e to

m
o

ve o
n

.
W

h
en

 w
e retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e b
ein

g, it claim
ed

 th
e w

o
rk th

e
d

ab
u

s h
ad

 alread
y d

o
n

e h
ad

 w
eaken

ed
 it en

o
u

gh th
at it cou

ld
n

o
t 

go 
fo

rw
ard

, 
eith

er 
‘b

irth
in

g’ 
o

r 
un

do
in

g 
th

e 
rep

airs. 
It

d
escrib

ed
 w

h
at th

e d
ab

u
s h

ad
 d

on
e, and

 w
e agre

ed
 to

 un
do

 its
w

o
rk.F

o
rtun

ately, I h
ad

 a p
ryb

ar w
h

ich
 I p

icked
 up

 o
rigin

ally in
th

e M
o

rtu
ary, an

d
 w

ith
 an

 im
p

ro
vised

 h
am

m
er th

e d
ab

u
s’ w

o
rk

w
a

s so
o

n
 u

nd
on

e.
W

e retu
rn

ed
 to

 th
e b

ein
g. It sp

o
ke again

, u
sin

g th
e am

b
ien

t
so

u
nd

s o
f th

e alley.
“

Y
E

S. A
L

L 
IS IN

 O
R

D
E

R. I A
M

 
G

R
A

T
E

FU
L.” A

gain
 th

e w
in

d
b

egan
 to

 b
lo

w
 aro

un
d

 m
e, th

is tim
e w

ith
 fierce in

ten
sity. T

h
e

o
m

n
ip

resen
t so

un
d

s o
f th

e A
lle

y b
egan

 to
 in

crease in
 vo

lu
m

e
u

n
til th

e so
ft m

u
rm

u
r o

f th
e vo

ice w
as n

early d
ro

w
n

 o
u

t b
y th

e
en

su
in

g racket. “ NO
W

 Y
O

U
 M

U
ST G

O
. D

IV
IS

IO
N

 B
E

G
IN

S. T
H

E W
A

Y

IS  N
O

W
 O

P
E

N
 T

O
 Y

O
U

.”
T

h
e sto

n
e face b

e
fo

re m
e b

egan
 to

 tran
sfo

rm
 o

n
ce again

, its
m

ass sh
iftin

g an
d

 ro
ilin

g as I loo
ked

 on
. T

h
e en

tire w
all see

m
ed

to
 m

elt b
efo

re m
y e

yes, e
xp

o
sin

g a n
arro

w
 p

assage
w

a
y b

e
yo

n
d

.
T

h
e gro

u
n

d
 u

nd
erfo

o
t sud

d
en

ly b
egan

 to
 ro

ck vio
len

tly an
d

 th
e

so
ft sigh

in
g o

f th
e w

in
d

 inten
sified

 to
 a m

o
re u

rgen
t, alm

o
st

h
u

m
an

-like m
o

an
in

g. I cou
ld h

ear th
e so

un
d

s o
f crash

in
g sto

n
es

an
d

 
sn

app
in

g 
b

o
ard

s 
all 

arou
nd

 
m

e 
as 

w
e 

d
ash

ed
 

in
to 

th
e

p
assage

w
a

y.
W

e 
ru

sh
ed

 
fo

rw
ard

, 
u

n
til 

w
e 

w
ere 

b
e

yo
n

d
 

th
e 

area 
o

f
b

u
ild

in
gs rearran

gin
g th

em
selve

s. Lo
o

kin
g b

ack, th
e layo

u
t o

f
th

e alleys an
d

 b
u

ild
in

gs b
eh

ind
 u

s h
ad co

m
p

letely ch
an

ged
.

D
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“S
tran

gled
, h

e w
as. H

e h
ad

 left to
 tu

to
r so

m
eo

n
e —

 h
e

tau
gh

t vario
u

s lan
gu

ages to
 su

pp
lem

en
t h

is research
 in

co
m

e —
an

d
 

w
as 

d
isco

vered
 

d
ead

 
in

 
a 

sid
e-ch

am
b

er 
o

f 
th

e 
C

ivic
F

esth
all. T

h
e killer w

as n
ever fo

u
n

d
. T

h
is w

as so
m

e…
 o

h
…

p
erh

ap
s fifty years a

go
, n

o
w

. I w
as b

u
t a ch

ild
.”

“H
e kn

e
w

 th
e lan

gu
age, th

o
u

gh, and
 co

uld
 teach

 it?”
“S

u
rely h

e d
id

 and
 cou

ld, w
ere h

e alive to
d

ay. M
y fath

er
w

a
s said

 to
 b

e a great teach
er.” F

in
am

 sigh
ed

 sad
ly. “I've h

is
skill w

ith
 lan

gu
age, b

u
t n

o
t h

is p
atien

ce fo
r o

th
ers, sad

ly.” H
e

fath
er m

igh
t n

o
t b

e en
tirely o

u
t o

f reach
, at least n

o
t to

 m
e.

“Is h
e…

 in
terred

 at th
e M

o
rtu

ary?”
“W

h
y, n

o
…

 h
is ash

es are kep
t h

ere.” H
e po

in
ted

 to
 a b

ron
ze

u
rn

 sittin
g atop

 a cab
in

et b
esid

e a bou
qu

et o
f pu

rp
le flo

w
ers.

“W
h

y?
” A

 w
ry sm

ile cro
ssed

 F
in

am
’s lip

s. “A
 n

ecro
sco

p
e, are

yo
u

? S
p

eak w
ith

 th
e d

ead
?” H

e sud
d

en
ly fro

w
n

ed
. “I h

ave n
o

w
ish

 to
 sp

eak o
f th

ese th
in

gs an
y lo

n
ger. Y

o
u

'll h
ave to

 excu
se

m
e, sir…

 fare
w

ell.”
F

in
am

 h
ad

 b
een

 jo
kin

g, bu
t if o

n
ly h

e kn
ew

. I h
ad

n
’t tried

m
y ab

ilities o
n

 a p
ile o

f ash
es, b

u
t I d

id
n

’t see w
h

y th
e state o

f
th

e co
rp

se sho
uld

 m
atter. Ign

o
rin

g F
in

am
, I m

o
ved

 o
ver to

 th
e

u
rn

, b
lo

ckin
g sigh

t o
f it fro

m
 th

e rest o
f th

e ro
o

m
 w

ith
 m

y b
o

d
y.

I rem
o

ved
 th

e u
rn

’s top
, an

d
 u

sed
 m

y S
to

ries-B
o

n
es-T

ell o
n

 th
e

ash
es in

sid
e.

T
h

e ash
es see

m
ed

 to
 stir fain

tly as if m
o

ved
 b

y m
y b

reath
.

A
 far-a

w
a

y vo
ice w

h
isp

ered
 u

p
 fro

m
 w

ith
in

 th
e u

rn
. “W

h
y, w

h
y

h
ave I b

een
 su

m
m

o
n

ed
 to th

ese ash
es, co

ld
 and

 grey as th
e h

eart
o

f a h
ag?”

“T
o

 an
sw

er so
m

e q
u

estio
n

s, sp
irit…

”
“A

sk, 
th

en
, 

so
 

th
at 

I 
m

igh
t 

retu
rn 

to 
m

y 
m

o
st 

q
u

iet
th

ou
gh

ts…
”

“W
h

o
 w

ere yo
u

?”
“I 

w
a

s 
F

in
, 

a 
lin

gu
ist 

and
 

scho
lar. 

I 
w

as 
m

u
rd

ered
 

—
m

u
rd

ered
! —

 b
y a stu

d
en

t o
f m

in
e…

 m
u

rd
ered

 so
 th

at I co
u

ld
n

o
t teach

 an
o

th
er th

e lan
gu

age th
at I tau

gh
t h

im
. T

h
e to

n
gu

e o
f

th
e U

yo
, it w

as, o
n

e o
f th

e rarest in
 th

e m
u

ltiverse. I kn
ew

 o
f

n
o

n
e 

w
h

o 
sp

o
ke 

it, 
save 

m
yself 

an
d

 
th

at 
o

n
e, 

d
am

n
ab

le,
m

u
rd

ero
u

s stu
d

en
t…

”
I 

d
escrib

ed
 

to
 

h
im

 
th

e 
w

ritin
g 

fro
m

 
th

e 
fo

ld
in

g
d

o
d

ecah
ed

ro
n, askin

g if h
e kn

ew
 th

e lan
gu

age.
“I co

u
ld teach

 yo
u

 th
is lan

gu
age, yes…

 it w
o

u
ld

 p
lease m

e
to

 do
 so, in

 fact, if o
n

ly to
 sp

ite th
at b

lo
od

y-h
an

d
ed

 stud
en

t o
f

lo
n

g ago
. F

irst, tell m
e w

h
at lan

gu
ages yo

u
 

do sp
eak…

”
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4

D
od

ec
ah

ed
ro

n 
Jo

ur
na

l

D
O

D
E

C
A

H
E

D
R

O
N

 J
O

U
R

N
A

L

T
h

e 
n

ex
t 

m
o

rn
in

g,
 I

 k
no

ck
ed

 o
n 

G
ra

ce
’s

 
d

o
o

r 
to

 s
ee

 i
f 

sh
e 

an
d

N
o

rd
o

m
 w

er
e 

re
ad

y 
to

 g
o

. 
G

ra
ce

 a
ss

u
re

d
 m

e 
th

e
y 

w
er

e,
 a

n
d

th
ey

 b
o

th
 jo

in
ed

 m
e 

in
 t

h
e 

h
al

l. 
N

o
rd

o
m

 s
u

dd
en

ly
 s

w
iv

el
ed

, 
an

d
lo

o
ke

d
 a

t 
G

ra
ce

.
“I

 e
st

im
at

e 
F

al
l-

F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

 t
o

 b
e 

fo
u

nd
 a

tt
ra

ct
iv

e 
b

y 
th

e
m

al
e 

se
x 

o
f o

ve
r 

3
2

1
,4

23
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

sp
ec

ie
s.

 G
iv

e 
o

r 
ta

ke
 f

iv
e.

”
“O

h
? 

D
o

es
 t

h
at

 in
cl

u
d

e 
M

od
ro

n
s?

” 
G

ra
ce

 a
sk

ed
.

“I
 a

m
 n

o
 l

on
ge

r 
ab

le
 t

o 
an

sw
er

 t
h

at
 q

u
es

tio
n

. 
I 

do
 n

o
t

kn
o

w
.”

I 
in

di
ca

te
d

 t
o 

N
o

rd
o

m
 h

e 
sh

ou
ld

 j
o

in
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
s 

w
h

o
 w

er
e

w
ai

tin
g 

fo
r 

u
s 

in
 t

h
e 

m
ai

n
 r

o
o

m
 o

f t
h

e 
in

n
. 

W
e 

w
at

ch
ed

 N
o

rd
o

m
m

o
ve

 o
ff 

d
o

w
n

 t
h

e 
h

al
l. 

G
ra

ce
 t

u
rn

ed
 a

n
d

 s
m

ile
d

 a
t 

m
e.

“I
 m

u
st

 c
o

n
fe

ss
, 

N
o

rd
o

m
 i

s 
q

ui
te

 p
o

ss
ib

ly
 t

h
e 

cu
te

st
 l

itt
le

ro
gu

e 
m

o
d

ro
n

 I 
h

av
e 

ev
er

 e
n

co
u

n
te

re
d

.”
I 

h
ad

 e
ar

lie
r 

b
ee

n 
to

ld
 a

 l
in

gu
is

t 
liv

ed
 i

n 
th

is
 w

ar
d

, 
an

d
 I

d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 l
o

o
k 

h
im

 u
p 

in
 t

h
e 

fa
in

t 
ho

p
e 

h
e 

m
ig

h
t 

b
e 

ab
le

 t
o

h
el

p
 m

e 
d

ec
ip

h
er

 t
h

e 
jo

u
rn

al
 I

 h
ad

 f
o

un
d.

 I
 a

sk
ed

 a
ro

un
d 

th
e

C
le

rk
’s

 W
ar

d
 f

o
r 

a 
w

h
ile

, 
u

n
til

 I
 f

o
u

nd
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
w

h
o

 k
n

ew
 o

f
th

e 
lin

gu
is

t,
 n

am
ed

 F
in

am
, 

an
d

 w
h

er
e 

h
e 

liv
ed

.
W

h
en

 I
 f

o
u

n
d 

F
in

am
, 

h
e 

w
as

 a
t 

fir
st

 u
n

w
ill

in
g 

to
 h

el
p

, 
b

u
t 

I
co

n
vi

n
ce

d
 h

im
 I

 s
o

le
ly

 n
ee

d
ed

 h
is

 a
ss

is
ta

n
ce

 in
 h

is
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

n
al

ca
p

ac
ity

. 
I 

u
n

fo
ld

ed
 t

h
e 

d
od

ec
ah

ed
ro

n 
jo

u
rn

al
 t

o
 a

 p
ag

e 
w

ith
w

ri
tin

g 
o

n
 i

t, 
an

d 
as

ke
d

 i
f 

h
e 

co
u

ld
 t

ra
n

sl
at

e 
it.

 H
e 

to
o

k 
th

e
u

n
fo

ld
ed

 d
o

d
ec

ah
ed

ro
n

 in
 h

is
 h

an
d

s 
an

d
 e

xa
m

in
ed

 it
 c

lo
se

ly
.

“T
h

is
 l

an
gu

ag
e 

is
 a

 l
o

n
g-

d
ea

d
 o

n
e,

 k
n

o
w

n
 t

o
 v

irt
u

al
ly

 n
o

-
o

n
e.

 I
 b

el
ie

ve
 m

y 
fa

th
er

 —
 a

 l
in

gu
is

t, 
lik

e 
m

ys
el

f 
—

 k
n

e
w

 t
h

is
la

n
gu

ag
e,

 a
n

d
 m

a
y 

w
el

l 
h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 t

h
e 

on
ly

 m
an

 i
n

 S
ig

il 
at

 t
h

e
tim

e 
th

at
 c

o
u

ld
 u

nd
er

st
an

d
 it

. 
I 

re
co

gn
iz

e 
it 

fr
o

m
 h

is
 n

o
te

s,
 b

u
t 

I
ca

n
n

o
t 

tr
an

sl
at

e 
it.

” 
T

h
er

e 
h

ad
 t

o
 b

e 
so

m
e 

w
a

y 
to

 t
ra

n
sl

at
e 

th
e

jo
u

rn
al

. 
W

ith
 e

n
ou

gh
 w

o
rk

 p
er

h
ap

s 
I 

co
u

ld
 d

o
 i

t, 
if 

h
e 

h
ad

re
ta

in
ed

 h
is

 fa
th

er
’s

 n
o

te
s.

“D
o

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

th
o

se
 n

o
te

s,
 s

til
l?

”
“T

h
e

y'
ll 

b
e 

o
f 

n
o

 u
se

 t
o

 y
o

u
 i

f 
yo

u
’re

 l
o

o
ki

n
g 

to
 t

ra
n

sl
at

e
an

yt
h

in
g…

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

fe
w

 a
ct

u
al

 b
o

o
ks

 h
e 

h
ad

 p
er

ta
in

in
g 

to
 t

h
at

la
n

gu
ag

e 
d

is
ap

p
ea

re
d

 a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

tim
e 

o
f h

is
 m

u
rd

er
, 

I 
b

el
ie

ve
.”

“Y
o

u
r 

fa
th

er
 w

as
 m

u
rd

er
ed

?”

M
as

te
r 

O
f 

T
he

 B
on

es
13

9

M
A

S
T

E
R

 O
F

 T
H

E
 B

O
N

E
S

L
oo

ki
ng

 f
or

w
ar

d,
 I

 s
aw

 w
e 

ha
d 

en
te

re
d 

a 
ne

w
 a

re
a 

of
 S

ig
il

, 
no

t
as

 r
un

 d
ow

n 
as

 th
e 

H
iv

e,
 a

lt
ho

ug
h 

it
 h

ad
 it

s 
ow

n,
 a

cr
id

, s
te

nc
h.

 I
w

as
 d

is
tr

ac
te

d 
by

 a
 s

tr
ee

t 
ve

nd
or

, 
an

d 
di

d 
no

t 
no

tic
e 

M
or

te
w

an
de

ri
ng

 o
ff

. N
ot

, t
ha

t i
s,

 u
nt

il 
I 

he
ar

d 
hi

s 
cr

ie
s.

 T
w

o 
w

er
er

at
s

ha
d 

gr
ab

be
d 

hi
m

, a
nd

 w
er

e 
ru

nn
in

g 
of

f 
w

it
h 

th
e 

sk
ul

l.
W

e 
ga

ve
 c

ha
se

, 
bu

t 
th

ey
 k

ne
w

 t
he

 a
re

a,
 a

nd
 l

os
t 

us
. 

I
re

tu
rn

ed
 to

 w
he

re
 w

e 
ha

d 
st

ar
te

d.
I 

w
al

ke
d 

up
 

to
 

a 
m

an
 

in
 

ar
m

or
, 

ev
id

en
tl

y 
on

e 
of

 
th

e
H

ar
m

on
iu

m
 

gu
ar

ds
 

E
bb

 
C

re
ak

kn
ee

s 
ha

d 
ta

lk
ed

 
ab

ou
t. 

H
e

in
tr

od
uc

ed
 h

im
se

lf
 a

s 
M

ea
su

re
 T

hr
ee

 V
or

te
n,

 b
ut

 c
la

im
ed

 t
o 

be
o

n
 d

u
ty

 a
n

d
 r

ef
u

se
d

 t
o 

h
el

p.
 P

er
h

ap
s 

ki
d

n
ap

p
in

g 
w

as
n

’t 
p

ar
t 

o
f

h
is

 d
u

ty
?

I 
lo

o
ke

d
 a

ro
un

d
, 

an
d 

sa
w

 a
 m

id
d

le
-a

ge
d

 b
as

h
er

 w
e

ar
in

g
d

u
st

y 
cl

o
th

es
. 

H
e 

p
ro

ve
d

 m
o

re
 h

el
p

fu
l, 

te
lli

n
g 

m
e 

th
at

 if
 it

 w
as

 a
sk

u
ll 

I 
w

as
 m

is
si

n
g,

 I
 s

h
o

u
ld

 s
ee

k 
o

u
t 

Lo
th

ar
, 

th
e 

M
as

te
r 

o
f 

th
e

B
o

n
es

. 
H

e 
d

id
n

’t 
kn

o
w

 e
xa

ct
ly

 w
h

er
e 

th
is

 L
o

th
ar

 w
as

 l
o

ca
te

d
,

b
u

t t
o

ld
 m

e 
to

 s
ee

k 
o

u
t 

a 
gu

tt
ed

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
in

 t
h

e 
w

ar
d

.
I 

w
an

d
er

ed
 a

ro
u

nd
 a

 w
h

ile
, 

un
til

 I
 c

am
e 

a
cr

o
ss

 a
 d

ila
p

id
at

ed
b

u
ild

in
g,

 t
h

e 
o

n
ly

 o
n

e 
I 

h
ad

 s
ee

n
 i

n 
su

ch
 p

o
o

r 
re

p
ai

r 
in

 t
h

e
w

ar
d

. 
I 

en
te

re
d

, 
an

d 
sa

w
 a

 w
el

l-
lik

e 
o

p
en

in
g 

in
 t

h
e 

flo
o

r,
 a

n
d 

a
la

d
d

er
 o

f b
o

n
e 

le
ad

in
g 

do
w

n
 in

to
 it

. 
T

h
is

 m
u

st
 b

e 
th

e 
p

la
ce

.
B

el
o

w
 w

er
e 

h
al

f 
a 

d
o

ze
n

 r
ac

ks
 o

f 
sk

u
lls

. 
I 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 t

h
e

ra
ck

s 
fr

o
m

 m
y 

d
re

a
m

-li
ke

 m
e

m
o

rie
s 

b
ef

o
re

 a
w

a
ke

n
in

g 
in

 t
h

e
M

o
rt

u
ar

y.
 A

 f
a

m
ili

ar
 v

o
ic

ed
 a

d
d

re
ss

ed
 m

e 
fr

o
m

 o
n

e 
ra

ck
; 

M
o

rt
e

w
a

s 
o

n
e 

o
f t

h
e 

sk
u

lls
.

“T
h

an
k 

th
e 

P
o

w
er

s 
yo

u
’re

 h
er

e,
 c

h
ie

f. 
G

et
 m

e 
o

u
tt

a 
h

er
e.

”
“W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 d

o
in

g 
u

p 
th

er
e?

 ”
 I 

as
ke

d
.

“T
h

o
se

 w
er

er
at

 v
er

m
in

 n
ic

ke
d

 m
e 

an
d

 b
ro

u
gh

t 
m

e 
h

er
e

!
C

o
m

e 
o

n
, 

bo
ss

…
 w

e 
go

t 
to

 g
et

 o
u

t 
o

f 
h

er
e!

 T
h

is
 p

la
ce

 i
s 

b
ad

n
ew

s!
”

“W
h

y 
d

o
n

’t 
yo

u
 ju

st
 fl

o
at

 d
o

w
n

?”
“I

 c
an

’t!
 I

'v
e 

tr
ie

d
! C

o
m

e 
o

n
, 

ge
t 

m
e 

d
o

w
n

 b
ef

o
re

…
”

A
 f

la
sh

 o
f 

lig
h

t 
an

d
 s

m
o

ke
 b

lin
d

ed
 m

e 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 a

n
d

 a
w

ith
er

ed
 o

ld
 m

an
 s

to
od

 b
ef

o
re

 m
e.

“H
av

e 
w

e 
vi

si
to

rs
, 

sk
u

ll?
” 

th
e 

m
an

 w
h

o
 m

u
st

 b
e 

Lo
th

ar
as

ke
d

.
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M

aster O
f T

he B
ones

“O
h

…
 n

o.” M
o

rte 
w

h
isp

ered
 

fu
riou

sly 
to

 
m

e. 
“D

o
 

N
O

T

o
ffen

d
 th

is b
lo

od
, b

o
ss…

 h
e'll d

ead
-bo

o
k yo

u
 faster th

an
 yo

u
can

 sp
it.” T

h
e o

ld
 m

an
 ign

o
red

 M
o

rte.
“G

reetin
gs, traveler. W

h
o

 m
igh

t yo
u

 b
e to

 en
ter Lo

th
ar’s

h
u

m
b

le salo
n

 w
ith

ou
t in

vitation
?” N

o
 h

arm
 in

 b
ein

g po
lite.

“M
y 

p
ard

o
n

, 
sir, 

b
ut 

yo
u

 
see

m
 

to
 

h
ave 

so
m

eth
in

g 
th

at
b

elo
n

gs to
 m

e.”
“A

h
 yes? W

h
at m

igh
t th

at b
e?”

“M
y frien

d
 M

o
rte w

o
u

nd
 up

 o
n

 yo
u

r sh
elf.”

“Y
o

u
 

w
an

t 
th

e 
ch

atterin
g 

sku
ll 

w
ith

 
h

alf 
th

e 
grace 

an
d

m
an

n
ers o

f an
y o

rd
in

ary creatu
re? G

ive m
e a gre

ater sku
ll in

retu
rn

 if yo
u

 w
ish

 it b
ack,” Lo

th
ar rep

lied
. “I do

 no
t n

eed
 to

b
argain

 fo
r so

m
eth

in
g th

at is alread
y m

in
e.”

“H
e w

as n
ever yo

u
rs…

 o
r an

yo
n

e's…
 to

 b
egin

 w
ith

.”
“Y

o
u

r ign
o

ran
ce is asto

n
ish

in
g. Y

ou
 tru

ly kn
o

w
 very little

ab
o

u
t very little. N

o
w

: F
etch

 m
e an

o
th

er sku
ll to

 rep
l

ace h
im

 o
r

sa
y go

o
d

b
ye to

 yo
u

r frien
d

.”
W

h
en

 I asked
 w

h
ere to

 fin
d

 an
o

th
er sku

ll, h
e to

ld
 m

e to
search

 th
e cataco

m
b

s b
en

eath
 th

is area. H
e to

ld
 m

e in
 p

articu
lar

o
f o

n
e th

at lay in
terred

 in
 a cryp

t b
eyo

n
d

 th
e D

ro
w

n
ed

 N
atio

n
s.

I realized
 th

e n
ecro

m
an

cer w
asn

’t as all-kn
o

w
in

g as h
e th

ou
gh

t.
H

e 
w

as 
re

ferrin
g 

to
 

th
e 

trapp
ed

 
to

m
b

 
o

n
e 

o
f 

m
y 

p
revio

u
s

in
carn

ation
s h

ad left fo
r m

y ‘en
em

y.’ I to
ld h

im
 th

e to
m

b
 w

as
e

m
p

ty.
“W

h
at is th

e m
e

an
in

g o
f th

is?” h
e said

, h
is vo

ice risin
g in

an
ger. “T

h
e to

m
b

 w
as so

 w
ell trap

p
ed

, so
 w

ell d
efen

d
ed

 fro
m

scryin
g m

a
gicks, th

at it w
as a ch

allen
ge even

 fo
r m

e
! T

h
ere

m
u

st b
e so

m
e exp

lan
atio

n
 fo

r th
is, and

,” h
e d

rew
 o

u
t h

is w
o

rd
s

an
grily an

d
 slo

w
ly, “ Y

O
U

 w
ill p

ro
vid

e it to
 m

e. G
o

 th
ro

u
gh th

e
p

o
rtal in

 th
e ch

am
b

ers b
elo

w
 an

d
 seek th

e an
sw

er.”
I, too

, w
as b

eco
m

in
g an

gry. It w
as tim

e h
e kn

e
w

 h
e w

as
d

ealin
g w

ith
 n

o o
rd

in
ary 

in
d

ividu
al. 

I to
ld

 
him

 
I 

kn
e

w
 

th
e

an
sw

er b
ecau

se it w
as m

y o
w

n
 to

m
b

.
“Y

o
u

r to
m

b
? Y

O
U

R to
m

b
?” H

e e
yed

 m
e care

fu
lly. “W

e sh
all

in
vestigate th

is m
o

re carefu
lly. F

etch
 m

e an
o

th
er sku

ll, th
en, as

yo
u

 see
m

 atta
ch

ed
 to

 yo
u

rs, and
 w

e sh
all see w

h
at an

sw
ers I can

p
ro

vid
e. O

u
r agree

m
en

t sh
all b

e as b
efo

re. D
o

 n
o

t try to
 d

eceive
m

e 
w

ith
 

ju
st 

an
y 

b
o

n
e, 

eith
er 

—
 

I 
am

 
so

m
eth

in
g 

o
f 

a
co

n
no

isseu
r. R

etu
rn

 w
h

en
 yo

u
 h

ave so
m

eth
in

g o
f valu

e to
 m

e.”
I 

rem
e

m
b

ered
 

so
m

eth
in

g 
I 

w
as 

carryin
g 

w
ith

 
m

e.
S

o
m

eth
in

g, u
nless a p

erso
n

 h
ad

 u
nd

ergo
n

e th
e exp

erien
ces I h

ad
in

 th
e last fe

w
 d

a
ys, an

 o
b

server w
o

u
ld

 h
ave fo

u
n

d h
ard to

N
ordom

, P
art II
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A
s N

ordom
 spoke, M

orte rolled his eyes and frantically
stage-w

h
isp

ered
 to

 h
im

, “S
hu

t u
p

! S
hu

t up
!!”

“O
h

, I'll give yeh
 so

m
eth

in
’ to

 sn
u

ggle up
 to

! E
ejit!” A

n
n

ah
glared

 at M
o

rte as sh
e spo

ke.
I su

ggested
 it w

as tim
e e

veryo
n

e go
t so

m
e sleep

. I en
tered

m
y ro

o
m

, an
d

 exa
m

in
ed

 th
e jun

k I h
ad

 go
tten fro

m
 N

o
rd

o
m

.
T

h
ere w

as a m
irro

r, w
h

ich
 I d

eterm
in

ed
 w

as m
a

gical. O
n

 o
n

e
p

iece 
o

f 
clo

ckw
o

rk 
ju

n
k 

w
as 

in
scrib

ed
 

sym
b

o
ls, 

m
agical

sym
b

o
ls. T

h
e

y w
ere sim

ilar to
 th

e w
ritin

g o
n

 m
agical scro

lls,
an

d
 I fo

un
d

 I co
uld

 d
ecip

h
er th

em
.

T
h

e h
eavy gear th

at I h
ad

 pu
lled

 fro
m

 th
e tw

isted
 m

ass o
f

ju
n

k h
eld

 th
e last algeb

raic ru
m

in
atio

n
s o

f E
n

o
ll E

va, w
h

o
 w

as
ap

p
aren

tly 
th

e 
recen

tly 
d

isin
tegrated

 
C

reative 
D

ire
cto

r 
o

f
R

u
b

ikon
. 

In
scrib

ed
 

u
po

n 
th

is 
tw

isted
 

gear 
w

as 
a 

co
m

p
le

x
m

ath
e

m
atical eq

u
atio

n
 th

e m
o

d
ro

n d
isco

vered
 w

h
ile attem

p
tin

g
to

 calcu
late th

e p
erm

u
tatio

n
s o

f th
e R

u
b

ikon
 m

aze. It w
as likely

th
e p

resen
ce o

f Lim
b

o
 h

ad
 an

 im
p

act o
n

 h
is th

ou
gh

ts, in
sp

irin
g

th
e n

arro
w

-m
in

d
ed

 m
o

d
ro

n
 to

 th
in

k o
f so

m
eth

in
g b

o
th

 b
rillian

t
an

d
 extrem

ely d
an

gero
u

s. W
h

at w
as w

ritten
 w

as clo
se en

o
u

gh
to

 a m
agical scro

ll th
at I fo

un
d I cou

ld co
p

y it to
 m

y sp
ell b

o
o

k,
an

d
 I d

eterm
in

ed
 to

 try th
is n

ew
 sp

ell at th
e first op

po
rtu

n
ity.

E
n

o
ll E

va? I w
o

n
d

ered
 if it m

ean
t so

m
eth

in
g b

ackw
ard

s,
like N

o
rd

o
m

? N
o

, no
th

in
g.
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2

N
or

do
m

, P
ar

t I
I

“N
o

rd
o

m
, 

I 
o

rd
er

 y
o

u
 t

o
 l

is
te

n
 t

o
 m

e.
 I

 h
av

e 
so

m
e 

th
in

gs
 I

w
an

t 
to

 s
a

y 
to

 y
o

u
.”

N
o

rd
o

m
 fr

o
ze

. 
“A

w
ai

tin
g.

 T
al

k.
”

“I
 o

rd
er

 y
o

u
 t

o 
b

e M
O

R
E
 t

h
an

 y
o

u
 c

an
 b

e,
 N

o
rd

o
m

. 
I 

o
rd

er
yo

u
 t

o
 b

ec
o

m
e 

st
ro

n
ge

r,
 f

as
te

r 
an

d
 m

o
re

 f
o

cu
se

d
 t

h
an

 y
o

u
'v

e
ev

er
 b

ee
n

. 
I K

N
O

W
 y

o
u

 c
an

 d
o

 t
h

is
, 

b
ec

au
se

 I
 

B
E

L
IE

V
E
 y

o
u

 c
an

d
o

 th
is

.”
N

o
rd

o
m

 s
ta

re
d

 a
t 

m
e 

in
 s

ile
n

ce
. 

H
is

 c
ro

ss
b

o
w

s 
h

ad
 a

ls
o

fa
lle

n
 s

til
l.

“N
o

w
 r

ep
ea

t 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

w
o

rd
s:

 ‘
I 

am
 a

 s
tr

o
n

g 
m

o
d

ro
n

.’
‘I 

am
 a

 f
a

st
 m

o
d

ro
n.

’ 
‘I 

am
 a

 p
o

w
er

fu
l 

m
o

d
ro

n
.’ 

‘M
y 

C
re

at
iv

e
D

ire
ct

o
r 

b
el

ie
ve

s 
in

 m
e.

’ ‘
I 

a
m

 f
o

cu
se

d
 f

o
r 

m
y 

D
ir

ec
to

r.
’ C

o
m

e
o

n
, r

ep
ea

t 
it.

”
N

o
rd

o
m

 s
p

o
ke

, 
bu

t 
h

is
 v

o
ic

e 
no

 l
on

ge
r 

ca
rr

ie
d

 t
h

e 
m

et
al

lic
w

o
b

b
le

 I
 h

ea
rd

 b
ef

o
re

: 
It 

w
as

 f
la

t.
 F

o
cu

se
d

. 
E

m
o

tio
n

le
ss

. 
“I

 a
m

a 
st

ro
n

g 
m

o
d

ro
n.

 I
 a

m
 a

 f
as

t 
m

o
d

ro
n.

 I
 a

m
 a

 p
o

w
er

fu
l 

m
o

d
ro

n
.

M
y 

C
re

at
iv

e 
D

ire
ct

o
r 

b
el

ie
ve

s 
in

 m
e.

 I
 a

m
 

fo
cu

se
d

 f
o

r 
m

y
D

ir
ec

to
r.

” 
I 

fo
cu

se
d

 a
ll 

m
y 

w
ill

 in
to

 w
h

at
 I

 to
ld

 h
im

 n
ex

t.
“N

o
w

 
FE

E
L
 

th
o

se
 

w
o

rd
s,

 
N

o
rd

o
m

. B
E

C
O

M
E
 

st
ro

n
ge

r.
B

E
C

O
M

E
 f

as
te

r.
 BE

C
O

M
E
 m

o
re

 p
o

w
er

fu
l. 

Le
t 

th
at

 e
n

er
g

y 
w

ith
in

yo
u

 S
U

R
FA

C
E
 a

n
d

 u
se

 it
 to

 m
ak

e 
yo

u
 

N
O

R
D

O
M

.”
N

o
rd

o
m

 c
o

n
tin

u
ed

 t
o 

st
ar

e 
at

 m
e,

 b
u

t 
I 

co
u

ld
 

FE
E

L
 

m
y

w
o

rd
s 

ta
ki

n
g 

h
o

ld
 —

 I
 c

ou
ld

 fe
el

 ju
st

 a
 

sp
ar

k,
 ju

st
 a

 sp
ar

k 
o

f 
th

e
en

er
g

y 
in

si
d

e 
o

f 
h

im
…

 i
f 

I 
co

u
ld

 c
o

ax
 i

t 
o

u
t…

 b
rin

g 
it 

to
 t

h
e

su
rf

ac
e…

“C
o

m
e 

o
n

, 
N

o
rd

o
m

…
 S

tr
en

gt
h

. 
S

p
ee

d
. P

o
w

er
. 

F
o

cu
s.

”
“A

FF
IR

M
A

T
O

R
Y

.”
 

T
h

e 
p

u
p

ils
 

o
f 

N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 
e

ye
s 

su
d

d
en

ly
kl

ik
ed

 a
n

d
 b

ec
a

m
e 

b
ri

lli
an

t,
 w

h
ite

 d
o

ts
, 

lik
e 

tin
y 

su
n

s.
 H

is
 h

an
d

s
ra

is
ed

 a
b

o
ve

 h
is

 h
ea

d
, 

in
 a

 c
u

rio
u

s 
fly

in
g 

m
o

tio
n

, 
an

d
 t

h
en

se
tt

le
d

 
b

ac
k 

to
 

h
is

 
si

d
es

…
 

w
h

en
 

th
ey

 
d

es
ce

n
d

ed
, 

N
o

rd
o

m
se

e
m

ed
 

m
o

re
…

 
d

ef
in

ite
. 

S
h

ar
p

er
 

to
 

m
y 

se
n

se
s,

 
so

m
eh

o
w

.
S

o
m

et
h

in
g 

h
ad

 ch
an

ge
d.

 G
iv

en
 t

im
e,

 I
 d

o
ub

te
d 

N
o

rd
o

m
 w

o
u

ld
n

ee
d

 m
y 

b
el

ie
f t

o
 s

u
st

ai
n

 h
is

 n
ew

 p
er

so
n

a.
“O

R
D

E
R
 P

R
O

C
E

S
SE

D
.”

 N
o

rd
o

m
 b

lin
ke

d
, 

an
d

 s
u

dd
en

ly
 s

et
tle

d
in

to
 h

im
se

lf 
w

ith
 a

 kl
an

k.
 A

 s
m

al
l 

w
is

p
 o

f 
st

ea
m

 r
o

se
 f

ro
m

 o
n

e
o

f 
h

is
 v

en
ts

; 
h

is
 v

o
ic

e 
se

em
ed

 u
n

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

al
ly

 d
ee

p
, 

lik
e 

h
e

w
a

s 
sp

ea
ki

n
g 

fr
o

m
 w

ith
in

 a
 h

u
ge

 s
to

ve
, 

th
en

 r
es

u
m

ed
 it

s 
n

o
rm

al
to

n
e.

 “
O

-o
-o

-r
d

er
 p

ro
ce

ss
ed

.”
A

n
n

ah
 c

a
m

e 
o

u
t 

in
to

 t
h

e 
h

al
lw

a
y,

 n
o

 d
ou

b
t 

w
o

n
d

er
in

g 
w

h
at

ev
er

yo
n

e 
el

se
 w

a
s 

d
o

in
g 

ta
lk

in
g 

ra
th

er
 th

an
 s

le
ep

in
g.

 A
s 

so
o

n
 a

s
sh

e 
ap

p
ea

re
d

, 
N

o
rd

o
m

 fa
ce

d
 h

er
.

“A
n

n
ah

! M
o

rt
e 

w
an

ts
 t

o
 ‘s

n
u

gg
le

 w
ith

 y
o

u
r 

p
ill

o
w

s.
’ ”

M
as

te
r 

O
f 

T
he

 B
on

es
14

1

cr
ed

it
 I

 c
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

fo
rg

ot
te

n.
 I

 d
re

w
 f

or
th

 a
 m

um
m

if
ie

d 
he

ad
fr

om
 a

m
on

g 
m

y 
be

lo
ng

in
gs

.
“I

 
h

av
e 

th
e 

sk
u

ll 
o

f 
S

o
eg

o
, 

th
e 

w
er

er
at

 
D

u
st

m
an

m
is

si
o

n
ar

y.
” 

Lo
th

ar
 

to
o

k 
th

e 
h

ea
d

 
o

f 
S

o
eg

o
 

fr
o

m
 

m
e 

an
d

ex
a

m
in

ed
 it

 c
ar

e
fu

lly
, 

ch
ec

ki
n

g 
th

e 
te

et
h

.
“A

 
D

u
st

m
an

 
m

is
si

o
n

ar
y 

an
d

 
sp

y,
 

eh
? 

T
h

is
 

w
ill

 
b

e
sa

tis
fa

ct
o

ry
.”

 H
is

 f
in

g
er

s 
tw

is
te

d
 

th
ro

u
gh

 
an

 
ar

ca
n

e 
ge

st
u

re
.

“Y
o

u
r 

fr
ie

n
d

 w
ill

 b
e 

w
ai

tin
g 

fo
r 

yo
u

 a
b

o
ve

 g
ro

u
n

d,
 w

h
er

e 
yo

u
ca

m
e 

in
. 

H
av

e 
yo

u
r 

an
sw

er
s 

fr
o

m
 m

e.
”

Lo
th

ar
 

u
nb

en
t 

sl
ig

h
tly

, 
an

d
 

ag
re

ed
 

to
 

an
sw

er
 

a 
fe

w
q

u
es

tio
n

s.
 I

 a
sk

ed
 h

im
 f

irs
t 

w
h

y 
I 

w
as

 im
m

o
rt

al
.

“Y
o

u
r 

m
o

rt
al

ity
 —

 y
o

u
r 

so
u

l, 
if 

yo
u

 w
ill

, 
th

at
 w

h
ic

h
 a

llo
w

s
yo

u
 t

o
 l

iv
e 

an
d

 d
ie

 —
 i

s 
go

n
e 

fr
o

m
 y

o
u

. 
It 

w
as

 s
tr

ip
p

ed
 f

ro
m

yo
u

 b
y 

m
ag

ic
al

 m
ea

n
s,

 b
y 

th
e 

n
ig

h
t 

h
ag

 R
av

el
 P

u
zz

le
w

el
l. 

Y
o

u
r

m
o

rt
al

ity
 i

s 
th

e 
ke

y 
to

 y
o

u
r 

ex
is

te
n

ce
 —

 w
h

en
 y

o
u

 f
in

d
 i

t, 
yo

u
w

ill
 fi

n
d

 y
o

u
r 

an
sw

er
s.

”
O

b
vi

o
u

sl
y 

h
e 

h
ad

 k
no

w
n

 m
u

ch
 m

o
re

 a
b

o
u

t 
m

e 
th

an
 h

e 
h

ad
le

t 
o

n 
ea

rl
ie

r.
 I

 a
sk

ed
 h

im
 t

o
 t

el
l m

e 
ab

o
u

t t
h

is
 R

av
el

.
“R

av
el

 P
u

zz
le

w
el

l i
s 

an
 e

n
ig

m
a,

 e
ve

n
 a

m
o

n
g 

th
e 

n
ig

h
t 

h
ag

s.
S

o
m

e 
w

o
u

ld
 c

al
l h

er
 b

ar
m

y;
 o

th
er

s 
sa

y 
sh

e 
p

la
ys

 a
 d

ee
p

er
 g

a
m

e
th

an
 a

n
y 

ca
n

 s
ee

 t
h

ro
u

gh
. 

S
h

e 
is

 e
vi

l, 
th

ro
u

gh
 a

n
d 

th
ro

u
gh

,
m

ak
in

g 
th

e 
fie

n
d

s 
yo

u
'll

 s
ee

 i
n

 t
h

e 
ar

ea
 s

ee
m

 p
o

si
tiv

el
y 

d
iv

in
e

w
h

en
 c

o
m

p
ar

ed
 t

o
 h

er
. 

S
h

e 
is

 o
u

t 
o

f 
th

e 
re

ac
h

 o
f 

m
en

 n
o

w
,

th
an

k 
th

e 
p

o
w

er
s,

 fo
r 

sh
e 

w
a

s 
m

az
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

La
d

y 
o

f P
ai

n
.”

M
az

ed
! 

I 
re

m
e

m
b

er
ed

 t
h

e 
d

es
cr

ip
tio

n
 I

 h
ad

 r
ec

ei
ve

d
, 

o
f

h
o

w
 

th
o

se
 

w
h

o
 

d
is

p
le

as
ed

 
th

e 
La

d
y 

m
ig

h
t 

fin
d

 
th

em
se

lv
es

tr
ap

p
ed

 i
n

 a
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

re
al

ity
, 

al
th

o
u

gh
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 r

u
m

o
re

d
 t

o
al

w
a

ys
 b

e 
an

 e
xi

t,
 e

ve
n

 i
f 

al
m

o
st

 i
m

p
o

ss
ib

le
 t

o
 f

in
d

. 
I 

as
ke

d
h

o
w

 I 
m

ig
h

t 
re

ac
h

 h
er

.
“M

az
es

 a
re

 l
ik

e 
p

o
ck

et
 d

im
en

si
o

n
s…

 s
m

al
l 

p
la

ce
s 

b
et

w
ee

n
p

la
ce

s.
 T

o
 r

ea
ch

 o
n

e,
 y

o
u

 n
ee

d 
to

 f
in

d
 a

 p
o

rt
al

 a
nd

 a
 k

ey
. 

I 
d

o
n

o
t 

kn
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
th

e 
d

o
o

r 
o

r 
th

e 
ke

y 
ar

e.
 P

er
h

ap
s 

yo
u

 s
ho

ul
d

se
ek

 s
o

m
e 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
o

ld
 a

cq
u

ai
n

ta
n

ce
s 

—
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
ce

rt
ai

n
ly

 l
e

ft
a 

tr
ai

l 
o

f 
th

em
 b

eh
in

d.
 T

h
ey

 w
ill

 f
in

d
 y

o
u

, 
no

 d
ou

b
t 

—
 p

ra
y

th
ey

 m
ea

n
 y

o
u

 w
el

l. 
P

er
h

ap
s 

yo
u

 s
h

ou
ld

 v
is

it 
th

e 
C

iv
ic

 F
es

th
al

l
—

 t
h

ey
 h

av
e 

m
an

y 
an

sw
er

s 
th

er
e.

”
I 

as
ke

d
 w

h
at

 R
a

ve
l h

ad
 d

on
e.

 “
S

h
e 

w
as

 a
 m

a
ke

r 
o

f 
to

ys
 a

n
d

p
u

zz
le

s,
 a

 s
o

lv
er

 o
f 

p
ro

b
le

m
s 

th
at

 d
id

n
’t 

n
ee

d
 s

o
lv

in
g.

 
S

h
e

d
ec

id
ed

 t
h

at
 S

ig
il,

 t
h

e 
C

ag
e,

 w
as

 t
h

e 
la

rg
es

t 
p

u
zz

le
b

o
x 

o
f 

al
l,

an
d

 s
et

 h
er

se
lf 

to
 u

n
do

 it
 —

 t
o

 l
et

 in
 t

h
e 

ar
m

ie
s 

o
f 

fie
n

d
s 

at
 h

er
d

is
p

o
sa

l, 
no

 d
o

ub
t, 

to
 u

p
se

t 
th

e 
b

al
an

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
ci

ty
 a

n
d

 t
u

rn
 t

h
e

en
tir

e 
bu

rg
 i

n
to

 a
 c

h
ar

n
el

 h
ou

se
. 

P
ra

y 
to

 a
n

y 
p

o
w

er
 y

o
u

 h
o

ld
d

ea
r 

w
ith

 t
h

an
ks

 s
h

e 
d

id
 n

o
t s

u
cc

ee
d

.”
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M

aster O
f T

he B
ones

L
othar left the room

 w
ith his new

 possession, leaving us. I
knew

 better than to try and take anything w
hile he w

as gone,
but I decided to exam

ine the racks. I w
alked along, looking at

sku
ll after sku

ll, u
n

til on
e sp

o
ke to m

e. T
h

is sku
ll’s vo

ice w
as

lo
w

 an
d

 rasp
y, th

e so
un

d
 o

f flin
t an

d
 steel.

“I…
 I th

in
k I've se

en
 yo

u
 b

efo
re, stran

ger.”
“W

h
ere h

ave yo
u

 seen
 m

e?
”

“C
u

rst. G
ate to

w
n

 to
 C

arceri.” A
t m

y b
e

w
ild

ered
 lo

o
k, it

co
n

tin
u

ed
. “W

h
at are yo

u
, clu

eless? It’s a gate to
w

n
, o

n th
e rim

o
f th

e O
u

tland
s, th

e do
o

rw
a

y to
 th

e priso
n p

lan
e o

f C
arceri. It’s

a p
lace o

f b
ackstab

b
ers an

d
 traito

rs, an
d it’s fu

ll o
f sch

e
m

es as a
b

aatezu
’s u

nd
ergarm

en
ts. B

ein
g righ

t n
ext do

o
r to

 C
arceri’s ap

t
to

 ch
an

ge a bu
rg’s n

atu
re; I w

o
u

ldn
’t b

e su
rp

rised if th
e to

w
n

w
ere ab

o
u

t to
 slid

e o
ver.”

I kn
ew

 fro
m

 C
a

m
b

io
n

’s lectu
re in

 th
e S

m
o

ld
erin

g C
o

rp
se

th
at a gate to

w
n

 w
as alw

a
ys in

 d
an

ger o
f slid

in
g o

ver to its
ad

jacen
t p

lan
e, in

 th
is case C

arceri. I asked
 th

e sku
ll w

h
at I w

as
d

o
in

g th
ere.

“W
h

at w
ere yo

u
 d

o
in

g th
ere? Y

o
u

 w
ere b

ab
b

lin
g so

m
eth

in
g

ab
o

u
t so

m
e b

erk tryin
g to

 kill yo
u

 an
d

 w
an

d
erin

g in
to all th

e
w

ro
n

g p
laces. W

ell, yo
u

 w
ere o

b
vio

u
sly b

arm
y an

d
 all, so m

e
an

d
 so

m
e o

f m
y frien

d
s ro

lled
 yo

u
. S

tu
ck a sh

iv in
 yo

u
 an

d
d

ivvied
 u

p yo
u

r stu
ff. It w

as righ
t after th

at th
at I w

as b
etra

yed
,

b
u

t n
ot b

efo
re I h

id
 so

m
e o

f th
at stu

ff.” W
h

en
 I asked

 w
h

ere th
e

‘stu
ff’ w

as, it q
u

ickly rep
lied

 w
ith

 d
isd

ain
.

“I ain
’t tellin

g. M
ayb

e so
m

ed
a

y I'll get a b
o

d
y b

ack an
d

 go
fo

r it m
yself, an

d
 m

a
yb

e I w
o

n
’t, bu

t right no
w

 it gives m
e great

jo
y to

 see yo
u

 w
o

n
d

erin
g. G

o
od

 lu
ck fin

d
in

g it.” T
h

e sku
ll fell

silen
t, and

 no
 am

o
u

n
t o

f cajo
lin

g cou
ld

 co
n

vin
ce it to

 sp
eak

again
.

A
n

o
th

er sku
ll, w

h
ich

 to
ld m

e it w
a

s o
n

ce kn
o

w
n

 as O
cean

-
b

efo
re-th

e-S
to

rm
, h

ad
 b

een a S
en

sate, th
at is a m

e
m

b
er o

f th
e

so
ciety 

o
f 

S
en

satio
n

, 
w

h
ich

 
w

as 
h

ead
q

u
artered

 
at 

th
e 

C
ivic

F
esth

all. 
It 

to
ld

 
m

e 
it 

h
ad

 
end

ed
 

u
p 

h
ere 

du
e 

to 
R

avel
P

u
zzlew

ell. I asked
 it to exp

lain
.

“V
ery w

ell. I w
as w

o
rkin

g in
 th

e C
ivic F

esth
all —

 th
e

h
ead

q
u

arters 
o

f 
th

e 
S

en
sates 

—
 

in
 

th
e 

sen
so

riu
m

s. 
R

avel
P

u
zzlew

ell, m
a

y th
e p

o
w

ers cu
rse h

er b
lack so

u
l, h

ad
 b

een
co

m
in

g th
ere to

 fin
d

 an
sw

ers to
 ridd

les sh
e h

ad
 en

cou
n

tered.
S

h
e w

as a m
a

sterfu
l so

lver o
f p

u
zzles —

 tho
se th

at left ou
r b

est
m

in
d

s b
affled

 w
ere b

u
t gau

ze to
 th

e fo
rce o

f h
er reaso

n
 —

 yet
sh

e h
ad

 fo
un

d
 d

ifficu
lties th

at req
u

ired
 ou

tsid
e an

sw
ers. I h

eard
th

at sh
e w

as th
ere to

 un
lo

ck th
e secrets o

f S
igil itself.”

N
ordom

, P
art II
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and the crossbow
 bolts sailed into them

 w
ith a rattle, one after

the other. A
fter stream

ing out ten or so, the crossbow
s w

ere
silent. I had a strange feeling they w

ere exhausted.
“M

a
yb

e th
ey sh

o
u

ld
 rest fo

r a w
h

ile…
 lo

o
k, w

h
at abo

u
t th

e
task W

a
yw

ard
 Item

 R
e

co
very?”

“A
ffirm

ato
ry. Ite

m
s ap

p
ear in

 m
aze th

at w
ere n

o
t p

resen
t in

o
rigin

al d
esign

 o
f R

u
b

ikon
 P

ro
ject. T

h
ey 

m
u

st b
e gath

ered
,

catalo
gu

ed
, 

evalu
ated

 
an

d
 

sto
red

 
to

 
p

reven
t 

interferen
ce.

M
o

d
ro

n
s are sen

t o
ut to

 retrieve th
em

 an
d

 secu
re th

em
.”

“H
m

m
m

. D
id

 yo
u

 fin
d

 an
yth

in
g d

urin
g yo

u
r last trip

?”
“A

ffirm
ato

ry.”
“C

an
 yo

u
 give m

e w
h

at yo
u

 fo
u

n
d

?”
“A

ffirm
ato

ry.” T
h

ere w
as a m

o
m

en
t o

f silen
ce, th

en
 th

e
sh

u
tters slo

w
ly d

escen
d

ed
 o

ver N
o

rd
o

m
’s e

yes. T
h

ere w
as a

tkk-tkk-tkk fro
m

 in
sid

e h
is fram

e, fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y a 

w
hrrr-klik. A

h
atch

 op
en

ed
 u

p in N
o

rdo
m

’s left sid
e, an

d
 h

e reach
ed

 o
ver

w
ith

 
h

is 
free 

h
an

d
 

an
d 

p
assed

 
o

ff 
several 

o
b

jects 
to

 
m

e,
in

clud
in

g a stream
 o

f co
p

p
er co

in
s.

“H
m

m
m

m
. N

o
rd

o
m

…
 o

u
t o

f cu
rio

sity, w
h

at so
rt o

f d
u

ties
is th

e C
reative D

irecto
r resp

o
n

sib
le fo

r? A
n

d
 ho

w
 m

u
ch

 d
o yo

u
h

ave to
 ob

ey h
im

?”
A

 slo
w

 tkkk-tkkk-tkkk b
e

gan
 b

u
ild

in
g in

 N
o

rd
o

m
 —

 like a
clo

ck ab
o

u
t to

 exp
lo

d
e. “R

espo
n

se: R
espo

n
sibilities o

f D
irecto

r:
(A

) 
In

tegrity-M
ain

ten
an

ce 
o

f 
R

u
b

iko
n

 
P

ro
ject, 

(2
) 

O
rd

er-
Issu

an
ce to

 R
ub

ikon
 b

attalio
n

/w
o

rk gro
up

. P
erio

d o
f o

b
eyan

ce
in

 acco
rd

an
ce w

ith
 N

o
rd

o
m

 o
b

ed
ien

ce: U
n

til R
u

biko
n

 p
roject

h
alted

, C
reative D

irecto
r =

 N
o

rd
o

m
’s su

p
erio

r.”
“S

o
…

 yo
u

'll d
o w

h
atever I tell yo

u
?”

“A
ffirm

ato
ry”

“W
ell, th

en
, I h

ave so
m

e o
rd

ers fo
r yo

u
…

” I h
ad

 a p
retty

go
o

d
 id

ea o
f h

o
w

 I co
uld

 h
elp

 h
im

, if h
e w

o
u

ld
 ob

ey m
y o

rd
ers

literally. “N
o

rd
o

m
, I w

an
t yo

u
 to

 fo
cu

s on
 clearin

g ou
t an

y
exce

ss b
agg

age fro
m

 yo
u

r m
e

m
o

ry an
d

 u
se it to

 im
p

ro
ve yo

u
r

lo
gic an

d
 in

tro
sp

ection
 rou

tin
es.”

“A
ffirm

ato
ry.” T

h
ere w

as a m
o

m
en

t o
f silen

ce, th
en

 th
e

sh
u

tters slo
w

ly d
escen

d
ed

 o
ver N

o
rd

o
m

’s e
yes. T

h
ere w

as a
tkk-tkk-tkk fro

m
 in

sid
e h

is fram
e, fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y a lo
w

 grin
d

in
g

n
o

ise. T
h

e grin
din

g no
ise tu

rn
ed

 in
to

 a m
etallic scree

ch
in

g, as
p

an
els op

en
ed

 u
p in

 N
o

rdo
m

’s sid
es, an

d
…

 excess “b
ag

gag
e”

started
 flyin

g o
u

t, and
 I tried

 to
 catch

 each
 piece as it fle

w
 o

u
t.

N
o

rd
o

m
 settled

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, th

en
 h

is eyes 
kliked o

p
en. “O

rd
er

p
ro

cessed
.” M

y first o
rd

er h
ad

 go
n

e w
ell. N

o
w

 to
 try fo

r a
greater ch

an
ge.
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0

N
or

do
m

, P
ar

t I
I

M
ul

ti
ve

rs
e 

an
d 

na
tu

re
 o

f 
P

la
ne

: 
L

im
bo

 c
om

pr
om

is
es

 R
ub

ik
on

P
ro

je
ct

.”
“H

o
w

 d
o

es
 t

h
e,

 u
h

, 
M

u
lti

ve
rs

e…
 a

n
d

 L
im

b
o

…
 c

o
m

p
ro

m
is

e
th

e 
P

ro
je

ct
, 

ex
ac

tly
?”

“P
ro

pe
rt

ie
s 

of
 M

ul
tiv

er
se

: 
—

 C
ra

ck
s 

—
 S

ea
ls

 —
 C

ra
ck

s
A

ga
in

 —
 F

la
w

s 
C

re
at

ed
. 

C
re

at
es

 “
p

o
rt

al
s"

/c
o

n
d

u
its

 i
n

 s
p

ac
e.

F
re

q
u

en
cy

: 
P

at
te

rn
 I

nd
et

er
m

in
at

e.
 S

o
lu

tio
n:

 U
n

kn
o

w
n

.”
 T

h
er

e
w

a
s 

a s
ss

ss
 a

s 
a 

sm
al

l t
ra

ce
 o

f 
st

ea
m

 r
o

se
 f

ro
m

 o
n

e 
o

f 
N

o
rd

o
m

’s
ve

n
ts

. 
“N

o
rd

o
m

 
ca

n
n

o
t 

re
p

ai
r/

se
al

 
cr

ac
ks

. 
C

u
rr

en
t 

S
ta

tu
s:

N
o

rd
o

m
 is

 li
m

ite
d

 t
o

: p
er

ce
p

tio
n

 o
f c

ra
ck

s.
”

“H
o

ld
 o

n
 a

 m
in

u
te

. 
Y

o
u

 c
an

 s
ee

 ‘c
ra

ck
s’

 in
 P

la
n

es
? 

P
o

rt
al

s?
H

o
w

?” “A
b

ili
ty

 
to

 
d

et
ec

t 
po

rt
al

s:
 

80
-9

0
%

 
P

er
ce

n
t.

 
M

ax
im

u
m

D
is

ta
n

ce
 

o
f 

P
er

ce
p

tio
n

 
V

ar
ie

s 
A

cc
o

rd
in

g 
to

 
F

la
w

/M
ea

n
D

is
ta

n
ce

 =
 Y

+
7

8
…

” 
A

 b
e

w
ild

er
in

g 
se

rie
s 

o
f kl
ik

s 
ca

m
e 

fr
o

m
N

o
rd

o
m

, 
as

 
if 

a 
p

ar
ad

e 
o

f 
sn

ap
p

in
g 

b
ee

tle
s 

w
er

e 
m

ar
ch

in
g

ar
o

u
nd

 in
si

d
e 

h
is

 b
o

d
y.

 “
N

o
rd

o
m

 m
u

st
 a

p
p

ro
ac

h
 w

ith
in

 t
en

 f
ee

t
o

f 
p

o
rt

al
. 

M
ar

gi
n

 o
f 

E
rr

o
r:

 +
/-

 5
th

 o
f 

F
o

o
t. 

W
ill

 s
ou

nd
 o

ff 
if

n
ea

r 
p

o
rt

al
.”

 I 
as

ke
d

 a
b

o
ut

 a
n

ot
h

er
 o

f h
is

 t
as

ks
.

“E
xt

er
m

in
at

io
n

 o
f e

rr
o

rs
?”

N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 n
o

rm
al

 w
ar

b
le

 d
ro

p
p

ed
 t

o
 a

 w
av

er
in

g 
m

u
rm

u
r.

“E
rr

o
rs

: 
M

an
y.

 A
ll 

co
n

st
ru

ct
s 

in
 R

ub
ik

o
n

 P
ro

je
ct

 a
re

 i
n

 e
rr

o
r

an
d

 
ex

is
t 

in
 

d
is

-o
b

ey
an

ce
 

w
ith

 
C

re
at

iv
e 

D
ire

ct
o

r 
an

d
 

al
l

p
er

so
nn

el
 o

f 
R

u
bi

ko
n

 p
ro

je
ct

. 
O

rd
er

 i
ss

u
ed

: 
E

rr
or

s 
th

at
 p

er
si

st
in

 d
is

-o
b

ey
an

ce
 a

re
 t

o
 b

e 
re

sc
in

d
ed

. 
O

b
st

ac
le

: 
N

o
rd

o
m

 n
o

t 
u

p 
to

sp
ec

ifi
ca

tio
n

s 
o

f t
as

k 
w

ith
o

u
t 

su
ffe

rin
g 

N
u

ll 
S

ta
te

.”
“S

o
 y

o
u

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

st
op

 t
h

es
e 

ro
gu

e 
co

n
st

ru
ct

s 
b

y 
yo

u
rs

el
f…

at
 le

as
t 

w
ith

o
u

t 
b

ei
n

g 
to

rn
 g

ea
r 

fr
o

m
 g

ea
r?

”
“A

ffi
rm

at
o

ry
. 

N
u

ll 
S

ta
te

 c
ou

n
te

r-
pr

od
u

ct
iv

e 
to

 c
o

m
p

le
tio

n
o

f t
as

k.
”

“W
el

l, 
m

a
yb

e 
if 

th
e

y'
d

 g
iv

en
 y

o
u

 b
et

te
r 

w
ea

p
o

n
s…

”
T

h
e 

cr
o

ss
b

o
w

s 
in

 N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 h
an

d
 b

eg
an

 
kl

ik
it

y-
kl

ik
ki

ng
 a

n
d

ta
-w

an
gi

ng
 li

ke
 a

 p
ai

r 
o

f 
st

ra
n

ge
 in

se
ct

s.
 H

e 
lis

te
n

ed
 t

o
 t

h
em

 f
o

r
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 t

h
en

 g
la

n
ce

d
 a

t 
m

e.
 “

M
y 

cr
o

ss
b

o
w

s 
w

is
h

 t
o

 f
ile

 a
q

u
er

y 
fo

llo
w

ed
 

b
y 

th
ir

ty
-t

h
re

e 
p

le
as

 
fo

r 
h

el
p

: 
‘A

m
m

u
n

iti
o

n
lim

ite
d

 b
y 

su
g

ge
st

io
n

s 
o

f 
cr

ea
to

r.
’ D

o
 y

o
u

 w
is

h
 t

o
 p

ro
vi

d
e 

n
ew

sp
ec

ifi
ca

tio
n

s 
fo

r 
th

em
?”

“S
u

re
…

 w
el

l, 
h

o
w

 a
b

o
u

t 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
lik

e…
 I

 d
on

’t 
kn

o
w

 —
a 

p
yr

a
m

id
-s

h
ap

ed
 h

ea
d

, 
ex

ce
p

t 
th

e 
h

ea
d

 s
p

lit
s 

in
to

 t
h

re
e 

w
h

en
 it

h
its

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g?
”

T
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 s

u
d

d
en

 
pi

ng
 f

ro
m

 N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 c
ro

ss
b

o
w

s 
an

d
 a

sh
ea

f 
o

f 
cr

o
ss

b
o

w
 

b
o

lts
 

b
eg

in
 

sp
itt

in
g 

ou
t 

fr
o

m
 

th
ei

r 
to

p
s,

ar
ci

n
g 

in
to

 t
h

e 
ai

r.
 T

w
o

 p
an

el
s 

op
en

ed
 u

p 
on

 N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 s
id

es
,

M
as

te
r 

O
f 

T
he

 B
on

es
14

3

“H
o

rr
ib

ly
 u

gl
y,

 s
h

e 
w

a
s,

 t
ak

in
g 

n
o

 p
ai

n
s 

to
 u

se
 h

er
 m

a
gi

c 
to

d
is

gu
is

e 
h

er
 f

o
rm

 —
 a

s 
I'v

e 
h

ea
rd

 s
h

e 
d

o
es

, 
o

r 
ra

th
er

 
D

ID
, 

fr
o

m
tim

e 
to

 t
im

e 
—

 a
n

d
 t

h
at

 f
ie

n
d

is
h

 e
xt

er
io

r 
fr

ig
h

te
n

ed
 o

ff 
m

an
y 

a
p

o
te

nt
ia

l 
fa

ct
io

n
ee

r.
 S

til
l, 

I 
h

ad
 t

o
 a

sk
 h

er
 w

h
at

 s
h

e 
w

as
 a

b
o

u
t,

an
d

 w
h

et
h

er
 s

h
e 

co
u

ld
 t

ea
ch

 m
e 

w
h

at
 s

h
e 

kn
e

w
.”

I 
in

te
rje

ct
ed

, 
“T

h
at

 
so

u
nd

s 
lik

e 
it 

co
u

ld
 

h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 
a

m
is

ta
ke

.”
“I

t 
w

a
s.

 S
h

e 
o

ffe
re

d
 m

e 
a 

b
ar

g
ai

n
, 

fo
r 

sh
e 

d
w

el
t 

an
d

 d
ea

lt 
in

rid
d

le
s.

 I
f 

sh
e 

w
er

e 
to

 a
n

sw
er

 m
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
, 

I 
m

u
st

 a
gr

ee
 t

o
an

sw
er

 o
n

e 
o

f 
h

er
s.

 I
f 

I 
m

is
se

d
 t

h
e 

an
sw

er
, 

m
y 

lif
e 

w
as

 h
er

s.
 I

ag
re

ed
. 

S
h

e 
to

ld
 m

e 
sh

e 
in

te
n

d
ed

 t
o 

un
lo

ck
 t

h
e 

p
u

zz
le

 o
f 

th
e

C
ag

e,
 t

o
 o

p
en

 i
t 

to
 a

ll 
w

h
o 

w
is

h
ed

 t
o

 e
nt

er
 —

 p
o

w
er

s,
 f

ie
n

d
s,

ce
le

st
ia

ls
, 

m
o

d
ro

n
s,

 a
n

d 
sl

aa
d

i, 
n

o
t 

to
 m

en
tio

n
 a

n
y 

in
n

er
-p

la
n

ar
b

ei
n

gs
 w

h
o

 c
h

o
se

 to
 c

o
m

e 
al

o
n

g.
 T

h
e 

m
o

st
 im

p
o

rt
an

t 
p

ar
t 

to
 h

er
w

a
s 

th
at

 a
ll 

sh
ou

ld
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
m

ys
te

ry
 t

h
at

 h
ad

 b
af

fle
d

 t
h

em
fo

r 
so

 lo
n

g 
w

as
 u

n
ra

ve
le

d
 b

y 
R

av
el

.”
“S

h
e 

as
ke

d
 h

er
 q

u
es

tio
n

. 
I 

co
u

ld
 n

o
t 

an
sw

er
 i

t,
 t

ho
u

gh
 s

h
e

as
su

re
d

 m
e 

th
e 

an
sw

er
 w

as
 p

la
in

 a
s 

th
e 

no
se

 o
n 

h
er

 f
ac

e.
 M

y
fe

llo
w

 S
en

sa
te

s 
fo

u
n

d
 m

e 
sc

re
a

m
in

g 
in

 t
h

e 
se

n
so

riu
m

 w
h

en
th

ey
 a

rr
iv

ed
 t

h
e 

n
ex

t 
m

o
rn

in
g.

 I
 b

eg
ge

d
 t

h
em

 t
o

 k
ill

 m
e,

 a
n

d
th

ey
 

co
m

p
lie

d
. 

N
o

n
e 

ev
en

 
su

gg
es

te
d

 
th

at
 

I 
re

lis
h

 
th

e 
n

ew
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
, 

so
 h

o
rr

ib
le

 w
as

 i
t.

 A
n

d
…

 h
er

e 
I 

am
. 

N
o

w
 I

 m
u

st
re

st
.”

 I
 w

as
n

’t 
re

ad
y 

to
 le

t 
it 

go
 q

u
ite

 y
et

.
“W

h
at

 w
as

 t
h

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

?”
“I

t 
w

a
s:

 H
o

w
 

d
o

es
 

o
n

e 
ch

an
ge

 
th

e 
n

at
u

re
 o

f 
a 

m
an

? 
I

th
ou

gh
t 

h
ar

d
 o

n
 h

er
 a

n
sw

er
, 

an
d

 s
ai

d
, 

‘W
ith

 l
o

ve
.’ 

S
h

e 
sa

id
 a

ll
p

eo
p

le
 l

o
ve

 t
h

em
se

lv
es

 t
o

o
 m

u
ch

 t
o

 b
e 

ch
an

ge
d

 b
y 

so
m

et
h

in
g

as
 s

im
p

le
 a

s 
lo

ve
. 

A
n

d
 t

h
en

 s
h

e…
 s

h
e…

 I
 m

u
st

 r
es

t 
n

o
w

.”
In

 t
h

e 
b

ac
k 

o
f 

m
y 

m
in

d
, 

I 
se

em
ed

 t
o

 s
ee

 a
 h

oo
k-

n
o

se
d

fig
u

re
 w

ith
 e

b
o

n 
sk

in
 a

sk
in

g 
m

e 
a 

si
m

ila
r 

q
u

es
tio

n
…

 b
u

t 
I 

co
u

ld
n

o
t 

re
m

e
m

b
er

 m
y 

an
sw

er
.

M
o

st
 o

f 
th

e 
sk

u
lls

 w
er

e 
to

o
 o

ld
 t

o
 r

es
p

on
d 

to
 m

y 
ab

ili
tie

s,
an

d
 it

 w
as

 t
im

e 
to

 r
ej

o
in

 M
o

rt
e 

an
yw

a
y.

 W
e 

ex
ite

d
 L

o
th

ar
’s

 la
ir

,
fin

d
in

g 
M

o
rt

e 
im

p
at

ie
n

tly
 a

w
ai

tin
g 

u
s 

w
h

en
 w

e 
e

xi
te

d
 i

n
to

 t
h

e
Lo

w
er

 W
ar

d
.

O
n

ce
 w

e 
w

er
e 

al
l 

to
ge

th
er

, 
I 

as
ke

d
 m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
’s

 i
f 

th
ey

kn
ew

 
an

yt
h

in
g 

o
f 

R
av

el
 

P
u

zz
le

w
el

l. 
A

t 
th

e 
m

en
tio

n
 

o
f 

th
e

n
am

e,
 A

n
n

ah
 s

p
at

 t
h

re
e 

tim
es

 a
n

d
 m

ad
e 

a 
se

m
i-c

irc
le

 o
ve

r 
h

er
h

ea
rt

.
“H

ss
st

! 
A

re
 y

eh
 da

ft
?!

 D
o

n
’t 

b
e 

m
en

tio
n

in
g h

er
 n

am
e,

 i
f

ye
h

 v
al

u
e 

ye
r 

lif
e

! 
S

h
e’

s 
th

e 
ev

ile
st

 o
’ t

h
e 

G
ra

y 
La

d
ie

s,
 s

h
e 

is
.”

A
n

n
ah

’s
 v

o
ic

e 
d

ro
pp

ed
 t

o
 a

lm
o

st
 a

 w
h

is
p

er
, 

as
 if

 a
fr

ai
d

 o
f 

b
ei

n
g

o
ve

rh
ea

rd
. 

“F
ilt

h
y 

m
e

an
, 

an
’ 

w
ith

 m
o

re
 p

o
w

er
 t

ae
 t

o
ss

 a
ro

u
nd
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M

aster O
f T

he B
ones

th
an

 so
m

e P
o

w
ers. It’s said

 sh
e’s all a-b

ram
b

les th
ro

u
gh an

d
th

rou
gh

 —
 even

 h
er heart. It’s said

 yeh
 can

 NE
V

E
R kill h

er,
‘cau

se h
er b

od
y’s like a tree —

 yeh
 lo

p
 o

ff o
n

e lim
b

, an
’ th

ere’s
alw

a
ys an

o
th

er still gro
w

in
g so

m
e

w
h

ere 
else acro

ss th
e P

lan
es.”

“Y
o

u
 sp

eak as if sh
e is still alive.”

“A
-co

u
rse sh

e is. S
h

e has t'b
e.” A

n
n

ah
’s vo

ice d
ro

pp
ed

again
. “H

o
w

 w
o

u
ld

 yeh
 kill a th

in
g su

ch
 as h

er? T
h

at’s w
h

y th
e

Lad
y h

ad
 to

 M
A

Z
E h

er, so
 it’s said

.” I asked
 

M
o

rte 
if 

h
ad

an
yth

in
g to

 ad
d ab

ou
t R

avel.
“W

ell, sh
e’s a n

igh
t h

ag —
 an

d sh
e w

as d
efin

itely b
arm

y
en

o
u

gh
 to

 m
ake YO

U
 im

m
o

rtal, o
f all p

eo
p

le. I m
ean

, sh
e co

uld
h

ave ch
o

sen
 m

e.” M
o

rte ro
lled

 h
is eyes. “S

till, an
yo

n
e ad

d
led

en
o

u
gh

 to
 lo

ck b
lad

es w
ith

 th
e Lad

y o
f P

ain
 isn

’t so
m

eo
n

e w
e

really w
an

t to
 fin

d
.”

N
ordom

, P
art II

309

on sub-race, m
ajority exhibit resistance to cold/gas. P

ersonality
T

raits: L
a

w
fu

l, E
vil, M

anipu
lative, E

fficien
cy: 7

3
%

.”
“T

ell m
e ab

o
u

t th
e T

an
ar’ri.”

“ 
A

K
A, ‘F

ien
d

s, D
em

o
n

s.’ In
fo

rm
atio

n
 in

co
m

p
lete: G

en
eric

D
escrip

to
r, T

an
ar’ri. Inh

ab
itants o

f th
e P

lan
e: A

b
yss. N

u
m

b
ers:

In
calcu

lab
le. 

P
rim

ary 
A

tta
ck 

F
o

rm
: 

D
ep

en
d

s 
on

 
catego

ry.
Im

m
u

n
ities: Ligh

tn
in

g, F
ire no

n
-m

agic, P
oiso

n. P
h

ysical T
raits:

D
ep

en
d

en
t 

o
n 

su
b

-race, 
m

ajo
rity 

e
xh

ib
it 

resistan
ce 

to 
co

ld,
m

agical fire, g
as. P

erson
ality T

raits: C
h

ao
tic, E

vil, E
fficien

cy:
1

3
%

.” E
no

u
gh po

in
tless q

u
estio

n
s. I h

ad avo
id

ed
 b

ro
ach

in
g th

e
su

b
ject G

race h
ad

 su
ggested

 lo
n

g en
ou

gh
.

“U
h

…
 h

o
w

 are yo
u

 d
o

in
g, N

o
rdo

m
?”

“In
tro

sp
ective cycle co

m
m

en
cin

g.” N
o

rd
o

m
 

kliked h
is eyes

clo
sed

 an
d b

egan
 to 

hum
m

m
m

. A
 fe

w
 m

o
m

en
ts later, h

is eyes
kliked o

p
en.

“In
tro

sp
ective 

E
valu

atio
n: 

P
ercep

tio
n

s 
h

ave 
b

eco
m

e 
(1

)
sm

aller an
d

 (B
) lou

d
er. W

in
gs h

ave b
een

 rep
laced

 w
ith

 arm
s:

reaso
n

 
u

n
kno

w
n

. 
S

u
sp

icion
/h

yp
o

th
esis: 

no
t 

liked
 

w
in

gs?
S

p
ecu

lation
. N

o
rdo

m
 w

as o
n

ce -
O

N
E- b

u
t is no

w
 sm

aller, lo
u

d
er

- O
N

E!- 
C

h
an

ge 
h

as 
resu

lted
 

in 
in

fo
rm

atio
n

-p
ro

cessin
g

d
ifficu

lties.” I d
ecid

ed
 to

 see if I co
uld

 h
elp

 h
im

 b
y fillin

g th
e

m
issin

g h
o

le in
 his h

ierarch
y.

“A
ctu

ally, N
o

rd
o

m
, R

u
biko

n
 still h

as a D
irecto

r —
 m

e.”
N

o
rd

o
m

 stared
 at m

e fo
r a m

o
m

en
t in

 silen
ce, th

en a slo
w

w
hrrrr ca

m
e 

fro
m

 in
sid

e h
is fram

e 
an

d
 h

e 
kliked. I w

asn
’t

certain
, b

ut it so
un

d
ed like so

m
eth

in
g clicked

 in
to

 p
lace.

“U
h

…
 yo

u
 all righ

t, N
o

rd
o

m
?”

“S
tatu

s 
U

p
d

ated: 
C

reative 
D

irecto
r 

n
o

w
 

re-affirm
ed

 
in

h
ierarch

y.” T
o

 m
y su

rp
rise, so

m
e o

f th
e w

arb
lin

g h
ad

 gon
e ou

t
o

f N
o

rd
o

m
’s vo

ice; it w
as m

o
re level, m

o
re co

n
tro

lled
 th

an
 it

w
a

s b
efo

re. T
h

e e
ffe

ct w
as a little u

nn
ervin

g.
“W

h
at so

rts o
f tasks d

id
 th

e C
reative D

irecto
r ask yo

u
 to

d
o

?”N
o

rd
o

m
’s sh

u
tters whrrred d

o
w

n
 o

ver his eye
s, as if h

e w
as

th
in

kin
g. 

“T
ask 

R
o

u
tin

e: 
E

valu
ation

/F
o

rw
ard

-S
co

u
t/T

id
ier:

A
ssign

ed
 p

erim
eter o

f R
u

b
iko

n p
ro

ject to evalu
ate, catalo

gu
e,

tid
y, 

th
en

 
repo

rt. 
R

ep
o

rt 
in

clud
es: 

In
-in

-in
-tegrity

E
valu

atio
n

s/E
xterm

in
atio

n
 

o
f 

P
ro

ject 
E

rrors/W
a

yw
ard

 
Item

R
eco

very o
f U

n
-T

id
in

ess.”
“In

tegrity evalu
atio

n
s?”

“R
ep

eated
 

w
o

rd
 

ch
o

ice 
co

n
firm

ed
 

(E
ch

o
?): 

In
ter-grity

evalu
atio

n
. 

E
valu

atio
n

 
in

tend
ed

 
to

 
d

etect 
fla

w
s 

in
 

R
u

b
ikon

p
ro

ject, 
catalo

gu
e 

th
em

, 
th

en
 

/rep
air/ 

su
ch

 
flaw

s. 
N

atu
re 

o
f
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8

N
or

do
m

, P
ar

t I
I

“D
o

 y
o

u
 m

in
d?

 I 
h

ad
 t

h
e 

an
sw

er
 c

o
ve

re
d

, 
th

an
k 

yo
u

. 
I’

m
 th

e
fo

n
t 

o
f 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 h
er

e,
 N
O

T
 y

o
u

, 
al

l 
ri

gh
t?

” 
F

al
l-

F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

n
o

dd
ed

 s
lig

h
tly

.
“M

y 
ap

o
lo

gi
es

, 
M

o
rt

e.
 I

 d
id

 n
o

t 
m

ea
n

 t
o

 o
ffe

n
d

.”
I 

d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 i
gn

o
re

 t
hi

s 
b

yp
la

y,
 s

in
ce

 a
n

yt
h

in
g 

I 
sa

id
 w

as
lik

el
y 

to
 o

n
ly

 m
a

ke
 M

o
rt

e 
m

ad
d

er
. 

I 
in

st
ea

d
 a

sk
ed

 M
o

rt
e 

a
q

u
es

tio
n

.
“S

o
 y

o
u

’re
 s

a
yi

n
g 

th
at

 N
o

rd
o

m
 i

s 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
is

 S
o

u
rc

e,
 b

ut
h

e’
s 

cu
t 

o
ff 

fr
o

m
 

it.
 

A
n

d
 

w
h

en
 

a 
m

o
d

ro
n

 
d

ie
s,

 t
h

ey
’re

 
re

-
ab

so
rb

ed
. W

ill
 N

o
rd

o
m

 b
e?

” 
M

o
rt

e 
no

dd
ed

.
“A

n
d

 if
 h

e 
d

ie
s,

 a
n

o
th

er
 N

o
rd

o
m

 is
 c

re
at

ed
.”

“E
h

…
 n

o
.”

“W
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
s?

”
“W

el
l, 

th
e

y'
ll 

ta
ke

 h
is

 e
n

er
g

y,
 c

h
ie

f, 
an

d
 t

h
ey

'll
 s

p
it 

o
u

t
an

o
th

er
 m

o
d

ro
n

, 
bu

t 
it 

w
o

n
’t 

b
e 

N
o

rd
o

m
, 

b
ec

au
se

 h
e’

s 
n

o
t

re
al

ly
 a

 m
o

d
ro

n
 a

n
ym

o
re

; 
h

e’
s 

go
t 

to
o

 m
u

ch
 o

f 
th

e 
P

la
n

es
 i

n
h

im
. 

T
h

e
y'

ll 
m

ak
e 

a 
n

o
n

-N
o

rd
o

m
 r

ep
la

ce
m

en
t.

”
“S

o
…

 
in

 
tu

rn
in

g 
ro

gu
e,

 
h

e’
s 

b
ec

o
m

e…
 

m
o

rt
al

?”
 

M
o

rt
e

p
au

se
d

 fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t 

b
ef

o
re

 r
ep

ly
in

g.
“W

el
l…

 y
ea

h
, 

yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 p
ut

 it
 li

ke
 t

h
at

. 
I 

m
ea

n
, 

if 
h

e 
h

ad
n

’t
h

ad
 h

is
 l

itt
le

 r
o

gu
e 

re
b

el
lio

n,
 t

h
en

 h
e'

d
 b

e 
fin

e…
 i

f 
h

e 
d

ie
d

,
an

o
th

er
 

m
o

d
ro

n
 

w
o

u
ld

 
po

p 
up

 
ju

st
 

lik
e 

h
im

. 
B

u
t 

si
n

ce
 

h
e

b
ec

a
m

e 
‘b

ac
kw

ar
d

s’
 —

 w
el

l, 
th

at
 p

ar
t’s

 g
o

in
g 

to
 b

e 
lo

st
 w

h
en

h
e 

d
ie

s.
”

I 
co

n
si

d
er

ed
 N

o
rd

o
m

 a
ga

in
. 

A
s 

a 
m

o
d

ro
n

, 
an

d
 a

 r
el

at
iv

el
y

lo
w

 l
ev

el
 o

n
e 

at
 t

h
at

, 
h

is
 k

no
w

le
d

ge
 o

u
ts

id
e 

M
ec

h
an

u
s 

m
u

st
 b

e
ve

ry
 l

im
ite

d
. 

B
u

t 
ev

en
 a

 m
o

d
ro

n
 s

ho
u

ld
 h

av
e 

h
ea

rd
 o

f 
so

m
e

th
in

gs
, 

an
d

 I
 a

sk
ed

 a
bo

u
t 

a 
su

b
je

ct
 a

n
yo

n
e 

w
h

o
 k

n
ew

 o
f 

o
th

er
p

la
n

es
 s

h
ou

ld
 b

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
 w

ith
. 

I 
w

as
 c

u
ri

o
u

s 
to

 h
ea

r 
w

h
at

 h
e

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
to

 s
ay

.
“N

o
rd

o
m

, 
d

o
 y

o
u

 k
no

w
 a

n
yt

h
in

g 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

B
lo

o
d 

W
ar

?”
“D

e
fin

e:
 

B
lo

od
 

W
ar

. 
T

h
e 

la
rg

es
t 

co
n

fli
ct

 
in

 
re

co
rd

ed
h

is
to

ry
. 

U
n

d
er

ly
in

g 
ca

u
se

 
o

f 
w

ar
: 

id
eo

lo
gi

ca
l 

d
iff

er
en

ce
s

b
et

w
ee

n
 b

aa
te

zu
 —

 l
aw

 a
n

d
 t

an
ar

’ri
 —

 c
h

ao
s.

 Q
u

al
ifi

er
s 

o
f

W
ar

: 
R

ac
ia

l 
G

en
o

ci
d

e.
 P

ro
sp

ec
t 

o
f 

W
ar

 e
n

d
in

g 
u

n
le

ss
 e

ve
ry

b
aa

te
zu

 
an

d
/o

r 
ev

er
y 

ta
n

'n
ar

i 
is

 
ex

te
rm

in
at

ed
 

is
.0

00
00

00
00

00
00

00
00

00
00

1
%

. 
P

rim
ar

y 
C

o
m

b
at

an
ts

: 
B

aa
te

zu
,

T
an

ar
’ri

. 
P

ar
tic

ip
an

ts
 in

 w
ar

: 
A

ll.
”

“T
el

l m
e 

ab
o

u
t t

h
e 

B
aa

te
zu

.”
“ 

A
K

A
, 

‘F
ie

n
d

s,
 D

ev
ils

.’ 
In

fo
rm

at
io

n
 i

n
co

m
p

le
te

: 
G

en
er

ic
D

es
cr

ip
to

r,
 B

aa
te

zu
. 

In
h

ab
ita

n
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

P
la

n
e:

 B
aa

to
r.

 N
u

m
b

er
s:

In
ca

lc
u

la
b

le
. 

P
rim

ar
y 

A
tt

a
ck

 
F

o
rm

: 
D

ep
en

d
en

t 
o

n
 

ca
st

e.
Im

m
u

n
iti

es
: 

F
ir

e,
 C

o
ld

 I
ro

n
, 

P
o

is
on

. 
P

h
ys

ic
al

 T
ra

its
: 

D
ep

en
d

en
t

U
nb

ro
ke

n 
C

ir
cl

e 
O

f 
Z

er
th

im
on

, P
ar

t I
I

14
5

U
N

B
R

O
K

E
N

 C
IR

C
LE

 O
F

Z
E

R
T

H
IM

O
N

, P
A

R
T

 II

W
e 

m
ov

ed
 t

ow
ar

ds
 a

 m
ar

ke
t 

ar
ea

. 
I 

st
op

pe
d 

by
 o

ne
 v

en
do

r,
se

ei
ng

 a
 f

lo
ri

d,
 b

oi
st

er
ou

s 
m

an
. 

H
e 

w
as

 s
ho

ut
in

g 
an

d 
ca

rr
yi

ng
on

 l
ik

e 
th

er
e 

w
as

 a
 w

ar
 t

ha
t 

w
as

 a
bo

ut
 t

o 
co

m
e 

th
ro

ug
h,

 l
ik

e 
he

h
ad

 g
o

t 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
lo

d
ge

d
 i

n
 h

is
 i

nt
es

tin
es

, 
lik

e…
 w

el
l, 

lik
e 

h
e

w
a

s 
to

o
 e

xc
ite

d
 a

b
ou

t 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
to

 t
al

k 
in

 a
 n

o
rm

al
 t

o
n

e 
o

f
vo

ic
e.

 M
o

rt
e 

gl
an

ce
d

 a
ro

u
nd

 a
t 

th
e 

cr
o

w
d

, 
th

an
 a

t 
th

e 
sp

ea
ke

r.
“O

o
h

, 
an

 a
u

ct
io

n
! M

ay
b

e 
w

e 
ca

n
 s

el
l A

n
n

ah
 h

er
e.

”
“I

'd
 g

u
t 

ye
h

 i
f 

ye
h

 h
ad

 s
o

m
et

h
in

’ 
t’ 

gu
t,

 s
ku

ll.
” 

A
n

n
ah

re
p

lie
d

.
“I

t 
m

u
st

 b
e 

lo
ve

. 
It

’s
 l

o
ve

, 
ri

gh
t, 

b
os

s?
” 

M
o

rt
e 

ro
lle

d
 h

is
e

ye
s 

at
 m

e.
T

h
e 

au
ct

io
n

ee
r 

tr
ie

d
 t

o
 i

n
te

re
st

 u
s 

in
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g,

 b
u

t 
no

t
u

n
til

 
h

e 
m

en
tio

n
ed

 
ro

o
m

s 
d

id
 

h
e 

ge
t 

a 
re

sp
o

n
se

. 
I 

q
u

ic
kl

y
ag

re
ed

, 
an

d
 w

e 
w

en
t 

o
ff 

to
 r

oo
m

s 
n

ea
rb

y 
fo

r 
th

e 
ni

gh
t.

I 
re

so
lv

ed
 

to
 

tr
y 

re
ad

in
g 

D
ak

'k
o

n
’s

 
U

n
b

ro
ke

n
 

C
irc

le
 

o
f

Z
er

th
im

o
n

 a
ga

in
. 

I 
op

en
ed

 u
p

 t
h

e 
fo

u
rt

h
 c

irc
le

, 
an

d
 b

eg
an

 t
o

re
ad

. “K
no

w
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
R

is
in

g 
o

f 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
 a

ga
in

st
 t

h
e 

il
li

th
id

 w
as

a 
th

in
g 

b
u

ilt
 u

p
on

 m
an

y 
te

n
-t

u
rn

in
gs

 o
f 

la
b

o
r.

 M
an

y 
o

f 
th

e
P

eo
p

le
 w

er
e 

ga
th

er
ed

 a
n

d
 t

au
gh

t 
in

 s
ec

re
t 

th
e 

w
a

ys
 o

f 
d

e
fe

at
in

g
th

ei
r 

il
lit

hi
d 

m
as

te
rs

. 
T

h
e

y 
w

er
e 

ta
u

gh
t 

to
 s

h
ie

ld
 t

h
ei

r 
m

in
d

s,
an

d
 u

se
 t

h
em

 a
s 

w
ea

p
o

n
s.

 T
h

e
y 

w
er

e 
ta

u
gh

t 
th

e 
sc

rip
tu

re
 o

f
st

ee
l, 

an
d

 m
o

st
 i

m
p

o
rt

an
tly

, 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

gi
ve

n
 t

h
e 

kn
ow

in
g 

o
f

fr
e

ed
o

m
.”

“S
o

m
e 

o
f 

th
e 

P
eo

pl
e 

le
ar

n
ed

 t
h

e 
n

at
u

re
 o

f 
fr

ee
d

o
m

 a
n

d
 t

oo
k

it 
in

to
 t

h
ei

r 
h

ea
rt

s.
 T

h
e k

no
w

in
g 

ga
ve

 t
h

em
 s

tr
en

gt
h

. 
O

th
er

s
fe

ar
ed

 f
re

ed
o

m
 a

n
d

 k
ep

t 
si

le
n

t.
 B

ut
 t

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

th
o

se
 t

h
at

 
kn

ew
fr

e
ed

o
m

 a
n

d
 kn

ew
 s

la
ve

ry
, 

an
d

 i
t 

w
as

 t
h

ei
r 

ch
o

ic
e 

th
at

 t
h

e
P

eo
p

le
 r

em
ai

n
 c

h
ai

n
ed

. 
O

n
e 

o
f t

h
es

e 
w

as
 V

ilq
u

ar
.”

“V
ilq

u
ar

 s
aw

 n
o

 fr
ee

do
m

 in
 t

h
e 

R
is

in
g,

 b
u

t 
op

po
rt

un
ity

. 
H

e
sa

w
 t

h
at

 t
h

e i
lli

th
id

 h
ad

 s
p

aw
n

ed
 a

cr
o

ss
 m

an
y 

o
f 

th
e 

F
al

se
W

o
rld

s.
 T

h
ei

r 
W

o
rld

s 
nu

m
b

er
ed

 s
o

 m
an

y 
th

at
 t

h
ei

r 
vi

si
on

 w
as

tu
rn

ed
 

on
ly

 
o

u
tw

ar
d

s,
 

to
 

al
l 

th
ey

 
d

id
 

no
t 

al
re

ad
y 

to
u

ch
.

V
ilq

u
ar

’s
 e

ye
 s

a
w

 t
h

at
 m

u
ch

 t
o

o
k 

p
la

ce
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
ill

ith
id

 d
id

 n
o

t
se

e.
 T

o
 t

h
e 

R
is

in
g,

 th
e il
li

th
id

 w
er

e 
b

lin
d

ed
.”
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“V
ilqu

ar cam
e b

e
fo

re h
is m

a
ster, th

e 
illithid Z

hijitaris, w
ith

th
e know

ing o
f th

e R
isin

g. V
ilqu

ar add
ed

 to
 his ch

ain
s and

o
ffered

 to
 b

e th
eir eyes a

gain
st th

e R
isin

g. In exch
an

ge, V
ilq

u
ar

asked
 th

at h
e b

e rew
ard

ed
 fo

r h
is service. T

h
e 

illithid agreed
 to

h
is co

ntract.”
“A

t th
e b

o
nd

in
g o

f th
e co

n
tract, a d

ark tim
e o

ccu
rred

. M
an

y
w

ere b
etra

yals V
ilq

u
ar co

m
m

itted
 an

d
 m

an
y w

ere th
e P

eo
p

le
th

at th
e illithids fed

 up
on

 to
 stem

 th
e R

isin
g. It seem

ed
 th

at th
e

R
isin

g w
o

u
ld

 d
ie b

efo
re it cou

ld o
ccu

r, an
d

 th
e 

illithid w
ere

p
leased

 w
ith

 V
ilq

u
ar’s eye.”

“It w
a

s n
ear th

e en
d

 o
f th

is d
ark tim

e w
h

en
 Z

erth
im

o
n

 cam
e

to
 

know
 

V
ilqu

ar’s 
treach

eries. 
In

 know
ing 

V
ilqu

ar’s 
eye,

Z
erth

im
o

n
 fo

rced
 th

e R
isin

g to
 silen

ce itself, so
 th

at V
ilq

u
ar

m
igh

t th
in

k at last h
is treach

eries h
ad su

cceed
ed

, and
 th

e R
isin

g
h

ad
 fallen

. H
e knew

 th
at V

ilqu
ar eye w

as filled
 o

n
ly w

ith
 th

e
rew

ard
 h

e h
ad

 b
een

 p
ro

m
ised

. H
e w

o
u

ld
 see w

h
at h

e w
ish

ed
 to

see.”“W
ith

 greed
 b

eatin
g in

 h
is h

eart, V
ilqu

ar cam
e u

p
on

 th
e

illithid Z
h

ijitaris an
d

 sp
o

ke to h
is m

aster o
f h

is su
ccess. H

e said
th

at th
e R

isin
g h

ad fallen
, an

d
 th

e 
illithids w

ere sa
fe to

 tu
rn

 th
eir

e
yes o

u
tw

ard
s o

n
ce m

o
re. H

e p
raised

 th
eir w

isd
o

m
 in

 u
sin

g
V

ilq
u

ar’s eye, an
d

 h
e asked

 th
em

 fo
r h

is rew
ard

.”
“In

 h
is greed

-b
lin

dn
ess, V

ilqu
ar h

ad
 fo

rgo
tten

 th
e 

know
ing

o
f w

h
y th

e P
eo

ple h
ad so

u
gh

t freed
o

m
. H

e h
ad

 lo
st th

e 
know

ing
o

f 
w

h
at 

sla
very 

m
ean

t. 
H

e 
h

ad
 

fo
rgo

tten
 

w
h

at 
h

is 
illithid

m
asters sa

w
 w

h
en

 th
e

y lo
o

ked
 up

on
 him

. A
n

d
 so

 V
ilqu

ar’s
b

etrayal o
f th

e P
eo

p
le w

as en
d

ed
 w

ith
 ano

th
er b

etrayal. V
ilq

u
ar

ca
m

e to
 know

 th
at w

h
en

 V
ilqu

ar’s eye h
as n

o
thin

g left to
 see,

V
ilq

u
ar’s eye is u

seless.”
“T

h
e illithid gave to

 V
ilq

u
ar h

is rew
ard

, o
p

enin
g th

e cavity
o

f h
is sku

ll and
 d

evou
rin

g his b
rain

. V
ilq

u
ar’s co

rp
se w

as ca
st

u
p

on
 th

e F
ield

s o
f H

u
sks so

 its b
loo

d m
igh

t w
ater th

e p
o

iso
n

-
ste

m
m

ed
 gra

sses.”
T

h
e m

ean
in

g b
eh

in
d th

e fo
u

rth
 circle seem

ed
 m

u
ch

 clearer
th

an
 it h

ad b
efo

re. I to
ld

 D
ak'ko

n
 o

f w
h

at I h
ad

 read
.

“W
h

en
 o

n
e cho

o
ses to see o

n
ly w

h
at is b

efo
re th

e
m

, th
ey

see o
n

ly a p
art o

f th
e w

h
o

le. T
h

e
y are b

lin
d

. A
n

d
 ju

st as V
ilqu

ar
w

a
s 

b
lin

d
ed

 
b

y 
h

is 
p

ro
m

ised
 

re
w

ard
, 

so
 

w
ere 

th
e 

illithids
b

lind
ed

 
to

 
th

e 
tru

e 
R

isin
g. 

F
o

r 
w

h
en

 
th

ey 
h

eard
 

V
ilqu

ar’s
w

o
rd

s, th
ey tu

rn
ed

 th
eir sigh

t o
u

tw
ard

s again
, d

id
n

’t th
ey? A

n
d

th
e R

isin
g w

as free to
 strike?”

“K
now

 th
at yo

u
 sp

eak tru
ly. V

ilq
uar’s E

ye b
lin

d
ed bo

th
V

ilq
u

ar and
 th

e illithids. T
h

e ten
tacled

 o
n

es th
ou

gh
t th

e R
isin

g

N
ordom

, P
art II
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“A
igh

h
h

h
! F

o
r th

e sake o
f th

e P
o

w
ers an

d
 m

y san
ity, cu

t it
o

u
t! H

e’s go
in

g to
 sn

ap
 a cran

k if yo
u

 keep
 askin

g h
im

 th
at o

ver
an

d
 o

ver!”
“W

ell, I w
an

ted
 to

 kno
w

 th
e an

sw
er, an

d
 I w

as gettin
g it

fro
m

 h
im

.”
“Lo

o
k, ch

ief, N
O

R
M

A
L m

o
d

ro
n

s b
arely u

n
d

erstan
d an

yth
in

g
b

eyo
n

d
 th

eir b
asic tasks, an

d
 this stup

id po
lygo

n
 h

ere is fresh
o

ff th
e P

lan
es to bo

o
t. D

on
’t con

fu
se th

e cu
b

e, all righ
t? A

t
least, n

o
t w

h
ile h

e’s arm
ed

. Y
o

u w
an

t to
 kn

o
w

 ab
ou

t m
o

d
ron

s,
ask m

e, n
o

t h
im

.”
“A

ll righ
t, M

o
rte…

 w
h

at can
 yo

u
 tell m

e ab
o

u
t m

o
d

ron
s?”

“It’s like th
is, ch

ief: M
od

ron
s are th

ese stup
id

 geo
m

etric
sh

ap
es th

at clan
k arou

nd
 on

 th
eir ho

m
e p

lan
e, M

ech
an

u
s —

th
ey’re re

ally tid
y, 

o
rd

erly, 
an

d
 

th
ey'd

 
like 

th
e 

R
E

ST 
o

f 
th

e
m

u
ltiverse to

 b
e, to

o. T
h

at’s w
h

y th
e

y’re su
ch

 p
ests.”

“W
h

at’s w
ro

n
g w

ith
 tryin

g to
 m

ake th
e m

u
ltiverse m

o
re

o
rd

erly?”
“B

ecau
se, ch

ie
f, ch

ao
s h

as its p
lace. A

n
d

 if everyth
in

g w
as

th
e w

a
y a modron sees th

in
gs, it w

o
u

ldn
’t b

e m
u

ch
 o

f a life…
 at

least a life I'd
 w

an
t to

 live. T
h

ey ju
st w

an
t to

 m
ake e

veryth
in

g
structured. Y

ech
hh

h.”
“I agree; ch

ao
s h

as it’s p
lace…

 to
o m

u
ch

 law
, an

d
 w

e
'd

 all
stagn

ate. Lo
o

k, I h
ad

 so
m

e o
th

er qu
estio

n
s fo

r N
o

rd
o

m
…

” I
w

o
n

d
ered

 
ab

ou
t 

N
o

rd
o

m
’s 

p
lan

e 
o

f 
o

rigin
. 

“T
ell 

m
e 

ab
o

u
t

M
ech

an
u

s, N
o

rdo
m

.”
N

o
rd

o
m

 fro
ze, th

en
 slo

w
ly th

e gears in
 h

is elb
o

w
s b

egan
tu

rn
in

g 
in

 
a 

slo
w

, 
h

yp
n

o
tic 

syn
ch

ro
n

ization
. 

“D
efin

e/Q
u

ery:
M

ech
an

u
s. 

P
lan

e 
o

f 
O

rd
er. 

S
en

se. 
C

au
se 

gen
erates 

E
ffe

ct.
P

red
ictab

le. Law
. Lo

gic. R
egim

en
ted

. O
b

ed
ien

ce. G
ears tu

rn
.

M
ech

an
u

s =
 N

o
rd

o
m

 O
rigin

. M
ech

anu
s =

 N
u

ll H
o

m
e/N

o
rd

o
m

.”
M

o
rte, stu

n
g b

y m
y earlier criticism

, a
m

p
lified

.
“M

ech
an

u
s? 

B
o

rin
g 

in
 

every 
sen

se 
o

f 
th

e 
w

o
rd

, 
ch

ief.
Im

agin
e a p

lan
e filled

 w
ith

 m
o

d
ro

n
s and

 b
ig tu

rnin
g gears, an

d
yo

u
 h

ave th
e great b

ig 
B

O
R

IN
G

 p
lan

e o
f M

ech
an

u
s. T

o
o m

an
y

law
s, to

o
 an

no
yin

g. A
 p

lace yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t even

 w
an

t to
 th

in
k

ab
o

u
t, let alo

n
e visit.” F

all-F
ro

m
-G

r
ace h

ad
 b

y n
o

w
 also

 co
m

e
o

u
t in

to
 th

e h
all, an

d ad
d

ed h
er kno

w
led

ge to
 th

e con
versatio

n
.

“M
o

d
ro

n
s sh

are a co
m

m
o

n
 ‘en

erg
y.’ In

 so
m

e w
a

ys, th
is

en
erg

y lin
ks all o

f th
em

. W
h

en
 o

n
e o

f th
em

 d
ies, th

e en
erg

y is
ab

so
rb

ed
 b

ack in
to th

e co
m

m
o

n
 p

oo
l, and

 a n
ew

 m
o

d
ro

n
 is

created
 fro

m
 th

at en
erg

y. W
h

en
 a m

o
d

ro
n

 go
es…

 ro
gu

e…
 th

en
h

e severs th
e lin

k fro
m

 h
is kin

d
 an

d
 takes a sm

all p
art o

f th
e

en
erg

y w
ith

 h
im

.” M
o

rte glared
 at F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race.
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N
or

do
m

, P
ar

t I
I

th
e 

se
co

n
d 

re
as

o
n

.”
 

I 
lo

o
ke

d
 

aw
ay

 
fr

o
m

 
M

o
rt

e,
 

b
ac

k 
to

N
o

rd
o

m
.

“I
'm

 c
u

rio
u

s,
 N

o
rd

o
m

…
 h

o
w

 d
id

 y
o

u
 e

n
d

 u
p

 in
 R

u
bi

ko
n

?”
N

o
rd

o
m

 
ch

rr
ru

p
e
d

. 
“Q

ue
ry

 
re

qu
ir

es
 

su
bm

it
ti

ng
 

of
C

h
ro

no
lo

gy
: 

S
h

al
l N

o
rd

o
m

 s
u

b
m

it 
ch

ro
n

o
lo

gy
?”

“Y
es

, 
I w

o
u

ld
 li

ke
 t

o
 k

no
w

.”
“O

rd
er

s 
re

ce
iv

ed
 a

t 
in

iti
at

io
n 

o
f 

R
u

bi
ko

n
 p

ro
je

ct
: 

D
ep

ar
tu

re
fr

o
m

 
P

la
n

e/
M

ec
h

an
u

s.
 

S
ta

ge
 

F
irs

t:
 

A
rr

iv
al

 
at

 
D

es
tin

at
io

n
:

P
la

n
e/

Li
m

b
o

. 
S

ta
ge

 
S

ec
o

n
d

: 
P

ar
am

et
er

s 
d

ic
ta

te
d

 
b

y
S

u
p

er
io

r/
C

re
at

iv
e 

D
ire

ct
o

r:
 S

h
ap

ed
 m

at
te

r 
o

f 
P

la
n

e 
(L

im
b

o
) 

to
te

st
 h

yp
o

th
es

is
. 

R
ub

ik
o

n 
du

n
ge

o
n

 c
o

n
st

ru
ct

ed
.”

“S
u

p
er

io
r/

 
—

 
D

ire
ct

o
r 

o
f 

‘C
re

at
e’

 
—

 
lo

st
 

in
 

fie
ld

 
te

st
.

C
h

ro
no

lo
gy

 d
is

ru
p

te
d

 u
p

on
 a

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t 

o
f 

S
ta

ge
 S

ec
o

n
d

, 
T

h
ir

d
S

ta
ge

 (
d

is
ru

p
tio

n
) 

o
cc

u
rs

, n
ot

 p
ar

t o
f p

ro
je

ct
 d

ir
ec

tiv
es

.”
“W

h
at

 w
as

 t
h

is
 fi

el
d

 t
es

t?
”

“S
u

p
er

io
r/

 —
 D

ire
ct

o
r 

o
f 

‘C
re

at
e’

 —
 f

ie
ld

 t
es

t:
 S

co
u

tin
g

p
er

im
et

er
s 

o
f 

R
u

b
ik

o
n

 
(D

iff
ic

u
lt)

 
D

u
n

ge
o

n 
co

n
st

ru
ct

 
to

d
et

er
m

in
e:

 
V

ar
ia

n
ce

s.
 

M
an

y 
d

ev
ia

tio
n

s 
d

et
ec

te
d

: 
er

ro
rs

co
n

si
d

er
ab

le
.”

 N
o

rd
o

m
 g

a
ve

 a
 lo

w
 w

h
in

e 
an

d
 s

h
ut

 h
is

 e
ye

s 
w

ith
a 

kl
ik

. 
“D

ire
ct

o
r 

o
f ‘

C
re

at
e’

 n
o

t r
et

u
rn

 fr
o

m
 f

ie
ld

 t
es

t.
”

“W
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 h

im
?”

“C
iti

n
g/

R
u

b
ik

on
 

W
iz

ar
d

/M
eg

al
o

m
an

ia
c 

D
e

cl
ar

at
io

n
 

o
f

F
re

ed
o

m
: 

C
re

at
iv

e 
D

ire
ct

o
r 

en
co

un
te

re
d

 
E

rr
o

r:
 

R
u

b
ik

on
W

iz
ar

d
. 

H
yp

o
th

es
is

: 
D

ire
ct

o
r 

d
is

co
un

te
d

 
st

re
n

gt
h

 
o

f 
er

ro
r.

S
o

u
gh

t 
to

 
co

rr
ec

t 
ab

er
ra

n
ce

 
in

 
R

u
bi

ko
n

 
W

iz
ar

d
. 

R
es

u
lt:

D
ire

ct
o

r 
=

 N
u

lle
d

.”
“W

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 d

u
rin

g 
th

is
 t

hi
rd

 s
ta

ge
?”

“T
h

ird
 

S
ta

ge
, 

u
np

re
ce

d
en

te
d

: 
N

o
rd

o
m

-s
p

ec
ifi

c 
st

ag
e.

H
yp

o
th

es
is

: 
La

ck
 o

f 
D

ire
ct

o
r,

 p
lu

s 
E

xp
o

su
re

 t
o 

P
la

n
e 

(c
h

ao
s)

re
su

lte
d

 in
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e 
o

f /
N

o
rd

o
m

/ 
to

 d
ev

ia
te

 fr
o

m
 n

o
rm

.”
“N

o
rd

o
m

, 
w

h
at

 ar
e 

m
o

d
ro

n
s?

”
T

h
er

e 
w

as
 a

 kl
ik

-k
li

k-
kl

ik
 a

s 
N

o
rd

o
m

 e
xe

cu
te

d
 a

 r
ap

id
 s

er
ie

s
o

f 
b

lin
ks

, 
th

en
 h

e c
h

rr
ru

p
e
d
. 

“Q
ue

ry
: 

M
od

ro
n,

 w
ha

t 
is

? 
D

ef
in

e:
M

o
d

ro
n

? 
I a

m
 m

o
d

ro
n

.”
“Y

es
, 

b
u

t 
w

h
at

 is
 a

 m
o

d
ro

n
?”

“Q
u

er
y:

 
M

o
d

ro
n

, 
D

ef
in

ed
: 

M
od

ro
n

, 
I 

am
 

a 
m

o
d

ro
n

,
A

n
sw

er
ed

.”
 T

h
e 

sh
u

tt
er

s 
o

ve
r 

N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 e
ye

s 
kl

ik
ed

 c
lo

se
 a

 f
e

w
tim

e
s,

 
an

d
 

hi
s 

‘e
ye

s’
 

co
n

tr
ac

te
d

 
to

 
po

in
ts

. 
“N

ew
 

Q
u

er
y 

—
"M

o
d

ro
n

, 
B

u
t 

w
h

at
 IS
? 

D
e

fin
e:

 B
u

t 
w

h
at

 is
 M

od
ro

n
? 

M
o

d
ro

n
 is

N
o

rd
o

m
. 

B
ac

kw
ar

d
 N

o
rd

o
m

 =
 M

o
d

ro
n

.”
 M

o
rt

e 
b

ut
te

d
 in

 a
ga

in
,

o
b

vi
ou

sl
y 

im
p

at
ie

n
t 

w
ith

 m
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
in

g.

U
nb

ro
ke

n 
C

ir
cl

e 
O

f 
Z

er
th

im
on

, P
ar

t I
I

14
7

to
 b

e 
no

 m
or

e.
 W

he
n 

th
e 

R
is

in
g 

oc
cu

rr
ed

, 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd

 d
ra

nk
de

ep
 o

f 
il

li
th

id
 b

lo
od

. S
o

 w
as

 v
ic

to
ry

 b
o

rn
 fr

o
m

 t
re

ac
h

er
y.

”
“I

t 
is

 a
 c

u
rio

u
s 

le
ss

o
n

. W
h

y 
w

o
u

ld
 it

 b
e 

p
ar

t 
o

f 
th

e 
te

ac
h

in
gs

o
f 

Z
er

th
im

o
n

?”
 D

ak
'k

o
n

’s
 b

la
d

e 
b

le
d

 i
n

to
 a

 d
ea

d
, 

n
ig

h
t-

bl
ac

k,
an

d
 h

is
 v

o
ic

e 
d

ee
p

en
ed

 —
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 I
 t

ho
u

gh
t 

h
e 

w
as

an
gr

y,
 b

u
t 

I 
w

as
 n

o
t 

so
 s

u
re

.
“T

h
er

e 
is

 m
u

ch
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

W
ay

 o
f 

Z
er

th
im

o
n

 a
n

d
 h

is
 p

at
h

th
at

 is
 d

iff
ic

u
lt 

to
 kn

ow
.”

“D
o

 y
ou

 k
no

w
 w

h
y 

V
ilq

u
ar

’s
 E

ye
 i

s 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

W
a

y 
o

f
Z

er
th

im
o

n
?”

“I
t 

is
 p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

te
lli

n
g 

o
f 

ho
w

 o
u

r 
P

eo
p

le
 c

am
e 

to
 

kn
ow

fr
e

ed
o

m
. 

It 
le

ts
 u

s k
no

w
 t

h
at

 t
h

er
e 

ar
e 

th
o

se
, 

ev
en

 a
m

o
n

g 
th

e
P

eo
p

le
, 

w
h

o
 a

re
 n

o
t 

o
f 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

. 
A

n
d

 t
h

at
 e

ve
n

 in
 t

h
e 

gr
ea

te
st

tr
ea

ch
er

y,
 a

 g
re

at
er

 
kn

ow
in

g 
m

a
y 

b
e 

ac
h

ie
ve

d
.”

I 
ac

ce
p

te
d

 t
h

at
, 

an
d

 D
ak

'k
o

n
 p

as
se

d
 t

o 
m

e 
an

o
th

er
 g

ith
ze

ra
i

‘s
p

el
l.’

 H
e 

al
so

 u
n

lo
ck

ed
 t

h
e 

fif
th

 c
irc

le
 o

f 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 a

t 
m

y
re

q
u

es
t.

I b
eg

an
 t

o
 r

ea
d 

th
e 

fif
th

 c
irc

le
.

“Z
er

th
im

o
n

 w
as

 t
h

e 
fir

st
 t

o
 kn
ow

 t
h

e 
w

a
y 

o
f 

fr
ee

d
o

m
. 

Y
et

 it
w

a
s 

n
o

t h
e 

th
at

 fi
rs

t 
ca

m
e 

to
 

kn
ow

 th
e 

w
a

y 
o

f r
eb

el
lio

n
.”

“T
h

e 
kn

ow
in

g 
o

f 
re

b
el

lio
n

 c
am

e 
to

 t
h

e 
w

ar
ri

o
r-

q
u

ee
n

 G
ith

,
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

. 
S

h
e 

h
ad

 s
er

ve
d

 t
h

e 
il

li
th

id
s 

up
o

n 
m

an
y 

o
f 

th
e

F
al

se
 W

o
rld

s 
as

 a
 s

o
ld

ie
r,

 a
n

d
 s

h
e 

h
ad

 c
o

m
e 

to
 

kn
ow

 w
ar

 a
n

d
ca

rr
ie

d
 i

t 
in

 h
er

 h
ea

rt
. 

S
h

e 
h

ad
 c

o
m

e 
to

 
kn

ow
 h

o
w

 o
th

er
s 

m
ig

h
t

b
e 

o
rg

an
iz

ed
 t

o
 s

ub
ju

ga
te

 o
th

er
s.

 S
h

e 
kn

ew
 t

h
e 

p
at

h
s 

o
f 

p
o

w
er

,
an

d
 s

h
e k

ne
w

 th
e 

ar
t 

o
f 

ta
ki

n
g 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

co
n

q
u

er
o

rs
 t

h
e 

w
ea

p
o

n
s

b
y 

w
h

ic
h

 t
h

ey
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e 
d

ef
ea

te
d

. 
H

er
 m

in
d

 w
as

 f
o

cu
se

d
, 

an
d

b
o

th
 h

er
 w

ill
 a

nd
 h

er
 b

la
d

e 
w

er
e 

as
 o

n
e.

”
“T

h
e 

tu
rn

in
g 

in
 

w
h

ic
h

 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 

ca
m

e 
to

 
kn

ow
 

G
ith

,
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 c

ea
se

d
 t

o
 

kn
ow

 h
im

se
lf.

 H
er

 w
o

rd
s 

w
er

e 
as

 f
ire

s 
lit

in
 t

h
e 

h
ea

rt
s 

o
f 

al
l 

w
h

o
 h

ea
rd

 h
er

. 
In

 h
ea

rin
g 

h
er

 w
o

rd
s,

 h
e

w
is

h
ed

 t
o

 kn
ow

 w
ar

. 
H

e 
kn

ew
 n

o
t 

w
h

at
 a

ffl
ic

te
d

 h
im

, 
b

u
t 

h
e

kn
ew

 h
e 

w
is

h
ed

 t
o

 jo
in

 h
is

 b
la

d
e 

to
 G

ith
. 

H
e 

w
is

h
ed

 t
o

 g
iv

e 
h

is
h

at
e 

ex
p

re
ss

io
n

 a
n

d 
sh

ar
e 

h
is

 p
ai

n
 w

ith
 th

e 
ill

it
hi

d.
”

“G
ith

 w
as

 o
n

e 
o

f t
h

e 
P

eo
p

le
, 

bu
t 

he
r 

kn
ow

in
g 

o
f 

h
er

se
lf 

w
as

gr
ea

te
r 

th
an

 a
n

y 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 h

ad
 e

ve
r 

en
co

u
n

te
re

d.
 S

h
e 

kn
ew

 t
h

e
w

a
ys

 o
f 

fle
sh

, 
sh

e kn
ew

 t
h

e 
il

li
th

id
s 

an
d 

in
 kn

ow
in

g 
h

er
se

lf,
 s

h
e

w
a

s 
to

 kn
ow

 h
o

w
 t

o
 d

ef
ea

t 
th

e
m

 i
n

 b
at

tle
. 

T
h

e 
st

re
n

gt
h

 o
f 

h
er

kn
ow

in
g 

w
as

 s
o

 g
re

at
, 

th
at

 a
ll 

th
o

se
 t

h
at

 w
al

ke
d

 h
er

 p
at

h
 c

am
e

to
 k

no
w

 th
em

se
lv

es
.”

“G
ith

 w
as

 b
u

t 
on

e.
 H

er
 s

tr
en

gt
h

 w
as

 s
u

ch
 t

h
at

 i
t 

ca
u

se
d

o
th

er
s 

to
 kn

ow
 th

ei
r 

st
re

n
gt

h
. 

A
n

d
 Z

er
th

im
o

n
 la

id
 h

is
 s

te
el

 a
t 

h
er

fe
et

.”
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I told D
ak’kon w

hat I had learned.
“T

h
ere is gre

at stren
gth

 in
 n

u
m

b
ers, b

u
t th

ere is great po
w

er
in

 on
e, fo

r th
e stren

gth
 o

f th
e w

ill o
f o

n
e m

a
y gath

er n
u

m
b

ers to
it. T

h
ere is stren

gth
 n

o
t o

nly in
 

know
ing th

e self, b
u

t know
ing

h
o

w
 to

 brin
g it fo

rth
 in

 o
th

ers.”
D

ak'ko
n

 p
ro

ceed
ed

 to
 u

n
lo

ck th
e sixth

 circle, so
 th

at I m
igh

t
stu

d
y it. I b

egan
 to

 read
 th

e sixth
 circle.

“U
p

o
n

 th
e B

lasted
 P

lain
s, Z

erth
im

o
n

 to
ld

 G
ith

 th
ere can

no
t

b
e tw

o
 skies. In

 th
e w

ake o
f h

is w
o

rd
s, cam

e w
ar.”

“U
p

o
n

 th
e B

lasted
 P

lain
s, th

e P
eo

ple h
ad

 ach
ieved

 victo
ry

o
ver th

eir illithid m
asters. T

h
e

y knew
 freed

o
m

.”
“Y

et b
efo

re th
e green

 fire
s h

ad
 d

ied fro
m

 th
e b

attlefield
,

G
ith

 sp
o

ke o
f co

n
tinu

in
g th

e w
ar. M

an
y, still filled

 w
ith

 th
e

b
loo

d
lu

st in
 th

eir h
earts, agreed

 w
ith

 h
er. S

h
e spo

ke o
f n

o
t

m
erely d

e
featin

g th
e illithids, b

u
t d

estro
yin

g all illithids acro
ss

th
e P

lan
es. A

fter th
e 
illithids h

ad
 b

een exterm
in

ated
, th

ey w
o

u
ld

b
rin

g w
ar to

 all oth
er races th

ey en
c

o
u

n
tered

.”
“In

 G
ith

’s h
eart, fires raged

. S
h

e lived
 in w

ar, an
d

 in w
ar,

sh
e knew

 h
erself. A

ll th
at h

er eyes sa
w

, sh
e w

an
ted

 to
 con

qu
er.”

“Z
erth

im
o

n
 sp

o
ke th

e b
egin

n
in

gs o
f th

at w
h

ich
 w

as ag
ain

st
G

ith
’s w

ill. H
e sp

o
ke th

at th
e P

eo
ple alread

y 
knew

 fre
ed

o
m

.
N

o
w

 th
e

y sh
o

u
ld know

 th
em

selves again
 an

d
 m

en
d

 th
e d

am
ag

e
th

at h
ad b

een
 d

on
e to th

e P
eo

ple. B
eh

in
d

 h
is w

o
rd

s w
ere m

an
y

o
th

er h
earts o

f th
e P

eop
le w

h
o

 w
ere w

eary o
f th

e w
ar again

st
th

e illithid.”
“K

now
 th

at G
ith

’s h
eart w

as n
o

t Z
erth

im
o

n
’s h

eart on
 this

m
atter. S

h
e said

 th
at th

e w
ar w

o
u

ld
 con

tin
u

e. T
h

e 
illithid w

o
u

ld
b

e d
estro

yed
. T

h
eir flesh

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e no

 m
o

re. T
h

en
 th

e P
eo

p
le

w
o

u
ld

 claim
 th

e F
alse W

o
rld

s as th
eir o

w
n

. G
ith

 to
ld Z

erth
im

o
n

th
at th

ey w
o

u
ld

 b
e u

nd
er th

e sam
e sky in

 th
is m

atter. T
h

e w
o

rd
s

w
ere like b

ared
 steel.”

“F
ro

m
 Z

erth
im

o
n

 ca
m

e th
e P

ro
no

u
n

cem
en

t o
f T

w
o

 S
kies.

In
 th

e w
ake o

f h
is w

o
rd

s ca
m

e w
ar.”

I to
ld

 D
ak'ko

n
 w

h
at I h

ad
 co

m
e to

 
know

.
“I kn

o
w

 th
at Z

erth
im

o
n

’s d
evo

tio
n to

 th
e P

eo
p

le w
as su

ch
th

at h
e w

as w
illin

g to
 p

rotect th
em

 fro
m

 th
e

m
selves. H

e kn
e

w
th

e illithids h
ad co

m
e n

o
t to know

 them
selve

s in
 th

eir o
b

session
w

ith
 co

n
tro

l an
d do

m
in

atio
n

. S
o h

e cho
se to

 sto
p G

ith
 b

efo
re

sh
e carried

 th
e P

eop
le to

 th
eir d

eath
s. T

h
ere m

u
st b

e b
alan

ce in
all th

in
gs, o

r else th
e self w

ill n
o

t ho
ld

.”
H

e tw
isted

 th
e circle o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
, b

ut this tim
e th

ere w
ere

tw
o

 p
lates w

ith
 gith

 sp
ells, n

o
t on

e. I sw
itch

ed
 m

y g
aze fro

m
 th

e
p

lates h
e w

as h
o

ld
in

g to
 h

im
.

N
ordom

, P
art II
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D

O
M
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A

R
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I w
ent into the hallw

ay, seeing N
ordom

 w
ith M

orte. I overhead
M

orte asking N
ordom

 a question.
“P

sst. H
ey N

o
rd

o
m

. C
alcu

late th
e easiest w

a
y fo

r m
e to

‘sn
u

ggle w
ith

 A
n

n
ah

’s p
illo

w
s,’ o

kay?
”

M
o

rte lo
o

ked
 in

no
cen

tly at m
e as I w

alked
 o

ver to
 talk to

N
o

rd
o

m
, 

w
h

o
 

w
as 

starin
g 

at 
h

is 
cro

ssb
o

w
s 

in
ten

tly. 
T

h
e

cro
ssb

o
w

s w
ere m

a
kin

g a variety o
f clickin

g n
o

ises, first o
n

e,
th

en
 th

e o
th

er, as if co
n

versin
g. T

h
is cu

riou
s con

versatio
n

 led
m

e to
 m

y first q
u

estio
n

.
“W

h
at are yo

u
 d

o
in

g w
ith

 yo
u

r cro
ssb

o
w

s?”
“A

tten
tio

n
, N

o
rd

o
m

: req
u

ired
!” N

o
rdo

m
 tu

rn
-sw

iveled
 to

m
e, stu

ttered
 in m

id
-p

ath
, th

en re-o
rien

ted
 h

im
self w

ith
 a 

klank.
“

R
esponse to Q

uery: A
ction being perform

ed on crossbow
s?

S
u

b
m

it R
eq

u
est fo

r C
larificatio

n
: N

u
ll cro

ssb
o

w
s p

resen
t.”

“O
h

, really? W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 call tho
se tw

o
 -klickin

g- th
in

gs in
yo

u
r h

an
d

s?”
“R

esp
o

n
se: 

T
w

o
 

- KL
IC

K
IN

G
- 

o
b

jects 
h

eld 
in 

op
po

sab
le

d
igits.” N

o
rdo

m
 raised

 h
is riveted

 fin
gers an

d
 w

aved
 th

e tw
o

cro
ssb

o
w

s, w
h

ich
 su

d
d

enly started
 

klikking an
d

 tw
anging, as if

in
 irritatio

n. “R
esp

on
se: O

b
jects =

 G
ear sp

irits.”
“G

ear sp
irits? W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 m

ean
?”

“Q
u

ery: D
e

fin
e: G

e
ar sp

irits. R
esp

on
se: G

ear sp
irits.”

“Y
eah

, b
u

t w
h

at are gear sp
irits?” M

o
rte m

o
ved

 clo
ser to

m
e to

 get m
y atten

tio
n

, an
d sp

o
ke up

.
“C

h
ief, as m

u
ch

 fu
n

 as th
is is, p

ryin
g a b

ar sto
o

l ou
t o

f a
b

aatezu
’s rear m

igh
t p

ro
ve m

o
re w

o
rth

w
h

ile th
an

 rattlin
g ou

r
b

o
n

e-b
o

xes w
ith

 th
is stu

p
id

 p
o

lygo
n

.”
“D

o
 you kno

w
 w

h
at g

ear sp
irits are, M

o
rte?”

“C
h

ief, I h
ave n

o
 id

ea w
h

at th
is cub

e is rattlin
g on

 abo
u

t.” I
co

u
ldn

’t resist gettin
g a d

ig in
 at h

is exp
en

se.
“I 

th
ou

gh
t 

yo
u

 
w

ere 
th

e expert 
o

n
 

th
e 

P
lan

es.” 
I 

h
ad

o
b

viou
sly to

u
ch

ed
 M

o
rte’s p

rid
e, as h

e qu
ickly rep

lied
.

“W
h

 —
 I kn

o
w

 m
o

re th
an

 you, yo
u

 staggerin
g, gu

ttu
ral

a
m

n
esiac! ‘S

id
es, h

ere’s th
ree m

o
re b

its o
f kn

o
w

led
ge to

 rattle
aro

u
nd

 in
 th

at em
p

ty b
rain

-b
o

x o
f yo

u
rs: on

e, th
ere are 

N
O

exp
erts o

n
 th

e P
lan

es, tw
o

, I'm
 th

e clo
sest th

in
g to

 o
n

e yo
u

’re
go

in
g to

 fin
d, and

 th
ree, treat m

e w
ith

 so
m

e resp
e

ct. W
h

y? S
ee
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F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, P

ar
t I

I

N
or

do
m

 h
ad

 l
ef

t 
th

e 
ro

om
 w

hi
le

 I
 w

as
 t

al
ki

ng
 t

o 
G

ra
ce

,
al

th
ou

gh
 I

 w
as

 s
ur

e 
he

 w
as

 n
ot

 s
en

si
ti

ve
 e

no
ug

h 
to

 h
av

e 
le

ft
 t

o
gi

ve
 u

s 
pr

iv
ac

y.

U
nb

ro
ke

n 
C

ir
cl

e 
O

f 
Z

er
th

im
on

, P
ar

t I
I

14
9

“D
ak

'k
o

n
…

 is
 t

h
at

 s
ec

o
nd

 p
la

te
 fo

r 
yo

u
?”

D
ak

'k
o

n
 f

el
l 

si
le

n
t.

 H
is

 b
la

d
e 

h
ad

 c
ea

se
d

 s
h

im
m

er
in

g,
 t

h
e

fil
m

 f
re

e
zi

n
g 

u
p

on
 i

ts
 s

u
rf

ac
e.

 H
e 

w
as

 s
ta

rin
g 

at
 t

h
e 

se
co

n
d

p
la

te
, 

p
ar

al
yz

ed
.

“D
o

 y
ou

 k
no

w
 t

h
e 

S
ix

th
 C

irc
le

?”
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 l
o

o
ke

d
 u

p
, 

bu
t

h
is

 c
o

al
-b

la
ck

 e
ye

s 
d

id
 n

o
t 

m
ee

t 
m

y 
ga

ze
.

“K
no

w
 t

h
er

e 
is

 n
ot

h
in

g 
m

o
re

 I
 m

ay
 t

ea
ch

 y
o

u
. 

Y
o

u
 

kn
ow

th
e 

W
a

y 
as

 
th

e 
P

eo
p

le
 

kn
ow

 
it,

 
an

d
 

it 
sh

al
l 

gi
ve

 
yo

u
 

th
e

d
ir

ec
tio

n 
b

y 
w

h
ic

h
 y

o
u

 m
a

y kn
ow

 y
o

u
rs

el
f.”

“T
h

at
’s

 n
ot

 w
h

at
 I

 a
sk

ed
. 

D
o

 y
o

u
 kn

ow
 t

h
e 

S
ix

th
 C

irc
le

 o
r

n
o

t?
” 

D
ak

'k
o

n
 w

a
s 

si
le

n
t 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
 s

po
ke

, 
h

is
 v

o
ic

e
sl

o
w

 a
n

d
 c

ar
ef

u
l.

“I
t 

h
as

 c
o

m
e 

to
 p

as
s 

th
at

 I
 d

o
 n

ot
 

kn
ow

 t
h

e 
S

ix
th

 C
irc

le
 o

f
Z

er
th

im
o

n
. 

O
n

ce
, 

I kn
ew

 i
t,

 b
ut

 I
 k

no
w

 n
o

w
 I

 o
n

ly
 s

aw
 t

h
e

w
o

rd
s.

” 
D

ak
'k

o
n

’s
 e

ye
s 

st
ar

ed
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 m
e.

 “
T

h
at

 is
 a

ll.
 I

t 
is

 m
y

p
at

h
 th

at
 I

 n
o

 lo
n

ge
r kn

ow
 th

e 
W

ay
 o

f Z
er

th
im

o
n

.”
“D

ak
'k

o
n

…
 t

h
er

e 
is

 o
n

e 
o

th
er

 t
h

in
g 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 

kn
ow

. 
W

h
y 

is
V

ilq
u

ar
’s

 E
ye

 i
n

 t
h

e 
C

irc
le

 o
f 

Z
er

th
im

o
n

? 
It 

se
em

s 
st

ra
n

ge
. 

It
te

lls
 o

f 
h

o
w

 t
h

e 
P

eo
p

le
 b

en
ef

ite
d

 f
ro

m
 a

 t
re

ac
h

er
y 

fr
o

m
 t

h
ei

r
o

w
n

. 
It 

se
em

s…
 “

 D
ak

'k
o

n
’s

 e
ye

s 
fla

sh
ed

.
“I

 h
av

e 
to

ld
 y

o
u

 i
t 

is
 p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

te
lli

n
g 

o
f 

h
o

w
 t

h
e 

P
eo

p
le

ca
m

e 
to

 kn
ow

 fr
ee

d
o

m
. 

D
o

 y
o

u
 n

o
t 

lis
te

n
?”

 H
is

 v
o

ic
e 

fla
tt

en
ed

,
as

 if
 h

e 
w

as
 r

ec
iti

n
g 

a 
p

as
sa

ge
 f

ro
m

 m
e

m
o

ry
. 

“I
t 

te
lls

 t
h

e 
P

eo
pl

e
th

at
 e

ve
n

 i
n

 t
h

e 
gr

ea
te

st
 t

re
ac

h
er

y,
 a

 g
re

at
er

 
kn

ow
in

g 
m

a
y 

b
e

ac
h

ie
ve

d
.”

“I
t 

d
o

es
n

’t 
so

un
d 

to
 m

e 
lik

e 
yo

u
 b

el
ie

ve
 t

h
at

. 
I 

th
in

k 
th

er
e’

s
an

o
th

er
 r

ea
so

n
 V

ilq
u

ar
’s

 E
ye

 is
 in

 t
h

e 
C

ir
cl

e 
o

f 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
. 

It
 is

se
t 

th
er

e 
b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
th

e 
S

ix
th

 C
irc

le
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
P

ro
no

un
ce

m
en

t 
o

f
T

w
o

 S
ki

es
. 

It’
s 

th
er

e 
to

 j
u

st
ify

 Z
er

th
im

o
n

’s
 t

re
ac

h
er

y 
to

 t
h

e
P

eo
p

le
 u

po
n

 th
e 

B
la

st
ed

 P
la

in
s.

”
D

ak
'k

o
n

 w
as

 s
ile

n
t,

 a
n

d
 h

is
 b

la
d

e 
bl

ed
 i

n
to

 a
 d

ea
d

-b
la

ck
,

te
et

h
 r

ip
p

lin
g 

al
o

n
g 

th
e 

ed
ge

.
“H

e 
d

iv
id

ed
 t

h
e 

P
eo

pl
e 

u
po

n 
th

e 
B

la
st

ed
 P

la
in

s,
 D

ak
'k

o
n

.
H

e 
d

iv
id

ed
 y

o
u

r 
ra

ce
, 

w
h

en
 t

h
ey

 w
er

e 
o

n
 t

h
e 

p
at

h
 o

f 
vi

ct
o

ry
. 

I
w

o
u

ld
 li

ke
 t

o 
b

el
ie

ve
 t

h
at

 i
t 

w
as

 b
ec

au
se

 h
e 

w
is

h
ed

 t
o

 s
av

e 
th

e
P

eo
p

le
 fr

o
m

 t
h

em
se

lv
es

 —
 b

u
t 

I 
do

n
’t 

th
in

k 
yo

u 
be

lie
ve

 t
h

at
.”

D
ak

'k
o

n
 w

as
 s

ile
n

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 t

h
en

 h
e 

sp
o

ke
, 

sl
o

w
ly

.
“I

…
 d

o
 n

o
t k

no
w

 t
h

e 
S

ix
th

 C
ir

cl
e 

as
 it

 is
 kn
ow

n 
to

 o
th

er
s.

 I
 f

ea
r

th
at

 t
h

e 
T

h
ird

 C
ir

cl
e,

 t
h

e 
F

o
u

rt
h

 C
ir

cl
e 

an
d

 t
h

e 
S

ix
th

 C
ir

cl
e 

ar
e

m
o

re
 c

lo
se

ly
 li

n
ke

d
 t

h
an

 m
an

y kn
ow

. I
t 

is
 in

 t
h

at
 kn

ow
in

g 
th

at
 I

h
av

e 
lo

st
 m

ys
el

f.”
“I

n
 

th
e 

T
h

ir
d 

C
ir

cl
e,

 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 

su
b

m
er

ge
d

 
h

is
 

w
ill

 
to

d
ec

ei
ve

 t
h

e i
ll

it
hi

ds
, 

th
en

 i
n

 t
h

e 
F

ou
rt

h
 C

irc
le

, 
it 

sp
ea

ks
 o

f 
th

e
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U

nbroken C
ircle O

f Z
erthim

on, P
art II

benefits 
of 

treachery. 
T

hen 
in 

the 
Sixth 

C
ircle, 

Z
erthim

on
divides his people before they exterm

inate the illithids. D
o you

th
in

k Z
erth

im
o

n
’s w

o
rd

s m
a

y n
o

t h
ave b

een
 h

is o
w

n
?”

“K
now

 m
y w

o
rd

s, an
d

 know
 th

e w
o

u
nd

 th
at lies up

on
 m

y
h

eart: 
I 

fear 
th

at 
w

h
en

 
Z

erth
im

o
n

 
w

as 
u

p
o

n 
th

e 
P

illars 
o

f
S

ilen
ce, h

e d
id no

t sub
m

erg
e h

is w
ill. I fear h

is w
ill w

as ta
ken

fro
m

 h
im

 b
y th

e illithids. A
n

d
 w

h
en

 h
e sp

o
ke up

on
 th

e B
lasted

P
lain

s, it w
as th

eir w
o

rd
s h

e sp
o

ke. I fear th
at w

h
at h

e d
id

 w
as

n
o

t fo
r th

e P
eop

le’s sake, b
u

t fo
r ou

r fo
rm

er m
asters.”

“It’s p
o

ssib
le, bu

t know
 it do

esn
’t n

ecessarily m
ean

 th
at

h
…

”“T
h

en
 know

 this an
d sp

eak o
f it NO

 M
O

R
E.” D

ak'ko
n

 vo
ice

w
a

s like a kn
ife. “K

now
 th

at I sh
all n

ever know
 th

e T
R

U
T

H.
T

h
ere is N

O
 reso

lu
tion

 to this m
atter, fo

r I sh
all 
N

E
V

E
R K

N
O

W

Z
erth

im
o

n
’s h

eart up
on

 th
e B

lasted
 P

lain
s.” H

is co
al b

lack e
yes

glared
 at th

e ston
e circle in

 h
is h

and
. “A

n
d

 so
 I d

o
 n

ot 
know

m
yself b

ecau
se o

f th
e U

n
b

ro
ken

 C
ircle o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
.”

I co
u

ld
 fin

d
 n

o
th

in
g to

 say. I w
a

s so
rry to

 o
n

ce again
 h

ave
fo

rced
 D

ak'ko
n

 to
 reveal h

is inn
er an

gu
ish, and

 I d
id no

t kn
o

w
w

h
at to

 d
o. I settled do

w
n

 to
 sleep

, b
ut lay lo

n
g aw

a
ke.

F
all-F

rom
-G

race, P
art II
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him
 the U

nbroken C
ircle of Z

erthim
on, that religious text he

h
as.”“If I m

a
y ask, d

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 why th
e in

carn
atio

n
 saved

 h
is

life?
”“I th

in
k I saved

 h
im

 b
ecau

se o
f h

is 
karach b

lad
e.”

“C
u

rio
u

s,” said
 F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race. “Y
o

u
 kn

o
w

, a b
lad

e th
at

refle
cts th

e w
ill o

f th
e w

ield
er is a p

o
ten

t w
eap

o
n

 if th
e w

ield
er

kn
o

w
s h

im
self.”

“P
erh

ap
s th

at is w
h

y I saved
 h

im
, th

en
. Is th

ere an
yth

in
g

else yo
u

 can
 tell m

e ab
o

u
t D

a
k'ko

n
?”

“D
ak'ko

n
 

ap
p

ro
ach

es 
everyth

in
g 

in
 

an 
o

rd
erly 

fash
io

n
.

A
gain

, 
m

o
st 

cu
rio

u
s 

fo
r 

a 
gith

zerai. 
T

h
ey 

ten
d

 
to

 
b

e
u

n
pred

ictab
le —

 th
ey fo

llo
w

 th
eir im

p
u

lses rath
er th

an p
lan

.”
T

h
is 

w
as 

so
m

eth
in

g 
I 

h
adn

’t 
con

sciou
sly 

n
o

ticed
 

b
efo

re. 
I

w
o

n
d

ered
 if it w

as a resu
lt o

f h
is slavery?

“A
n

yth
in

g else?
”

“H
e see

m
s a m

o
st p

io
u

s gith
zerai an

d
 a stead

fast ally.”
F

in
ally, I asked

 h
er regard

in
g m

y n
e

w
est co

m
p

an
io

n
, th

e fo
rm

er
m

o
d

ro
n

.
“N

o
rd

o
m

 is a ro
gu

e m
o

d
ro

n. E
ven

 th
ou

gh
 so

m
e traces o

f
ch

ao
s h

ave w
o

rked
 th

eir w
a

y in
to

 h
is syste

m
, h

e is still an
extre

m
ely lo

gical, o
rd

ered
 creatu

re. T
h

is lo
gic can

 b
e o

f great
h

elp
 in

 o
n

e’s travels. F
u

rth
erm

o
re, if h

e p
erceives yo

u
 as a

lead
er, th

en
 h

e w
ill b

e un
qu

estion
in

gly lo
yal.” G

re
at, an

o
th

er
slave, I th

o
u

gh
t as sh

e co
ntinu

ed
.

“T
ro

u
b

les 
m

a
y 

arise 
sh

o
u

ld
 

N
o

rd
o

m
 

b
e 

f
aced

 
w

ith
 

an
y

so
cial situ

ation
 requ

irin
g etiqu

ette…
 su

ch
 th

in
gs are n

o
t w

ell
u

n
d

ersto
od

, even
 b

y n
o

rm
al m

o
d

ro
n

s.” S
h

e p
au

sed
. “I w

o
u

ld
o

ffer yo
u

 so
m

e ad
vice co

n
cern

in
g N

o
rd

o
m

, if yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 h
ear

it.”
“O

f co
u

rse. W
h

at is it?”
“N

o
rd

o
m

’s existen
ce h

as b
een

 sh
aken

 —
 th

e m
o

re yo
u

 h
elp

h
im

 
m

a
ke 

sen
se 

o
f 

h
is 

situ
atio

n, 
h

is 
p

lace 
in

 
th

is 
p

arty’s
h

ierarch
y, an

d
 w

h
at led

 h
im

 to
 th

e state h
e is no

w
 m

a
y h

elp
 h

im
to

 fo
cu

s h
im

self b
etter. It is a th

o
u

gh
t.”

I co
n

sid
ered h

er ad
vice, and

 d
ecid

ed
 I m

igh
t as w

ell talk to
N

o
rd

o
m

 n
o

w
. I w

as u
n

co
m

fo
rtab

le at th
e th

ou
gh

t h
is n

atu
re

co
u

ld fo
rce h

im
 to

 u
nq

u
estio

n
in

g lo
yalty to

 m
e, b

u
t th

at d
id

n
’t

m
ean

 
I 

w
a

s 
go

in
g 

to
 

ab
and

on
 

h
im

. 
P

erh
ap

s 
in 

tim
e 

h
is

in
d

ividu
ality 

w
o

u
ld

 
m

o
re 

fu
lly 

d
evelo

p
, 

an
d

 
h

e 
w

o
u

ld 
b

e
cap

ab
le o

f m
akin

g h
is o

w
n

 ch
o

ices.
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2

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, P

ar
t I

I

“I
 t

h
in

k 
sh

e 
d

o
es

n
’t 

ca
re

 fo
r 

yo
u

 v
er

y 
m

u
ch

.”
“I

 w
o

u
ld

 a
gr

ee
…

” 
G

ra
ce

 s
m

ile
d

. 
“B

u
t 

I 
sh

al
l 

n
ot

 l
et

 y
o

u
d

o
d

ge
 m

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

 s
o

 e
as

ily
. 

W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 t
h

in
k 

o
f 

h
er

?”
 G

ra
ce

w
o

u
ld

n
’t 

gi
ve

 u
p

, 
an

d
 I

 f
el

t 
m

o
re

 c
o

m
fo

rt
ab

le
 t

al
ki

n
g 

to
 h

er
th

an
 a

n
yo

n
e 

I 
co

u
ld

 r
em

e
m

—
 w

el
l, 

th
at

 w
as

 a
 s

h
o

rt
 t

im
e,

 b
u

t 
I

n
ee

d
ed

 to
 t

al
k 

to
 s

o
m

eo
n

e.
“W

el
l, 

I 
th

in
k 

I 
co

u
ld

 f
al

l 
in

 l
o

ve
 w

ith
 h

er
.”

 I
 l

oo
ke

d
 a

w
a

y
fr

o
m

 G
ra

ce
 a

s 
I 

sa
id

 t
h

is
, 

si
n

ce
 s

h
e 

w
as

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

w
h

o
 I

 c
o

u
ld

im
a

gi
n

e 
fa

lli
n

g 
in

 lo
ve

 w
ith

 a
s 

w
el

l.
“Y

o
u

 m
ig

h
t 

w
is

h
 t

o
 t

el
l 

h
er

 s
o

,”
 s

h
e 

sa
id

 i
n

 a
 l

ev
el

 v
o

ic
e,

n
o

t 
ac

kn
o

w
le

d
gi

n
g 

in
 a

n
y 

w
a

y 
m

y 
d

is
co

m
fo

rt
.

“I
 d

o
n

’t 
kn

o
w

…
 I

 s
ee

m
 t

o
 l

ea
ve

 t
h

is
 

w
re

ck
ag

e 
w

h
er

ev
er

 I
go

, 
w

ith
 

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 
es

p
ec

ia
lly

, 
an

d
 

th
e 

liv
es

 
o

f 
o

th
er

s 
I'v

e
to

u
ch

ed
. 

It 
m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
b

es
t 

to
 le

av
e 

w
el

l e
n

o
u

gh
 a

lo
n

e.
”

“D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

 w
a

s 
th

e 
w

o
m

an
 i

n
 t

h
e 

se
n

so
ry

 s
to

n
e 

o
f 

lo
n

gi
n

g
w

a
s 

sh
e 

n
o

t?
 T

h
e 

on
e 

w
h

o
 l

o
ve

d
 y

o
u

r 
p

re
vi

o
u

s 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
?”

 I
h

es
ita

te
d

 t
o 

an
sw

er
 

G
ra

ce
. 

I 
al

so
 f

el
t 

u
n

co
m

fo
rt

ab
le

 
ta

lk
in

g
ab

o
u

t 
D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
, 

si
n

ce
 I

 f
el

t 
m

u
ch

 c
lo

se
r 

to
 D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
, 

o
r 

at
le

as
t 

th
e 

sh
ad

e 
th

at
 

w
as

 
al

l 
th

at
 

w
as

 
le

ft 
o

f 
h

er
, 

a
fte

r
ex

p
er

ie
n

ci
n

g 
th

e 
se

n
so

ry
 s

to
n

e.
“Y

es
, 

sh
e 

w
as

. 
I 

d
id

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
te

rr
ib

le
 t

o 
h

er
, 

b
ut

 I
 k

no
w

n
o

t 
w

h
at

.”
“T

o
 t

h
at

, 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 s
ay

 t
h

is
 —

 l
o

ve
 m

a
y 

m
o

ve
 t

h
e 

P
la

n
es

th
em

se
lv

es
 w

h
en

 it
 is

 s
tr

on
g 

an
d

 t
ru

e,
 a

nd
 t

h
er

e 
is

 n
o

th
in

g 
tr

u
er

in
 a

ll 
o

f 
m

y 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
s 

th
an

 t
h

e 
tr

u
th

 o
n

e 
fe

el
s 

ab
ou

t 
an

o
th

er
.”

I 
d

ec
id

ed
 t

h
is

 w
as

 e
n

o
u

gh
 t

al
k 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
w

o
m

en
 in

 m
y 

lif
e,

 a
n

d
I p

ro
ce

ed
ed

 to
 a

sk
 h

er
 o

p
in

io
n

 o
f a

n
o

th
er

 o
f m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s.

“D
ak

'k
o

n
?”

 
G

ra
ce

 
ra

is
ed

 
an

 
e

ye
b

ro
w

. 
“H

e’
s 

m
o

st
u

n
co

m
m

o
n

 f
o

r 
a 

gi
th

ze
ra

i.”
 I

 a
lre

ad
y 

lik
el

y 
kn

e
w

 w
h

at
 s

h
e

w
o

u
ld

 s
ay

, 
b

u
t 

I 
w

as
 c

u
rio

u
s 

ho
w

 p
er

ce
p

tiv
e 

sh
e 

w
as

 r
e

ga
rd

in
g

h
im

. “R
ea

lly
? 

In
 w

h
at

 w
a

y?
”

“W
el

l, 
h

e 
o

b
ey

s 
yo

u
. 

T
h

at
 a

lo
n

e 
w

o
u

ld
 m

ar
k 

h
im

 
as

 
a

p
ar

ia
h

 a
m

o
n

g 
h

is
 p

eo
p

le
. 

H
is

 e
nt

ire
 r

ac
e 

w
er

e 
o

n
ce

 s
la

ve
s,

 a
n

d
ev

en
 

th
e 

re
m

in
de

r 
o

f 
se

rv
itu

d
e 

to
 

th
em

 
is

…
 

d
is

ta
st

ef
u

l.”
 

I
d

ec
id

ed
 to

 t
el

l h
er

 b
rie

fly
 h

o
w

 t
h

at
 c

a
m

e 
to

 b
e.

“Y
es

, 
h

e 
m

ad
e 

a 
p

ro
m

is
e 

to
 m

e 
lo

n
g 

ag
o

 t
o

 s
er

ve
 m

e 
u

n
til

 I
d

ie
d

. 
It 

w
as

 a
fte

r 
I 

sa
ve

d
 h

is
 li

fe
, 

an
d

 h
e 

d
id

 n
o

t 
kn

o
w

 t
h

at
 I

 w
as

im
m

o
rt

al
.”

“T
ru

ly
? 

A
s 

a 
gi

th
ze

ra
i…

 h
e 

m
u

st
 b

e 
su

ffe
rin

g,
 in

d
ee

d
. 

H
o

w
d

id
 y

o
u

 s
av

e 
h

is
 li

fe
?”

“A
fte

r 
h

e 
fe

ll 
fr

o
m

 
S

h
ra

'k
t'l

o
r,

 
o

n
e 

o
f 

m
y 

p
re

vi
o

u
s

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

s 
ca

m
e 

to
 h

im
 a

s 
h

e 
la

y 
d

yi
n

g 
in

 L
im

b
o

 a
n

d 
ga

ve

L
ow

er
 W

ar
d
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LO
W

E
R

 W
A

R
D

T
he

 n
ex

t 
m

or
ni

ng
, I

 w
an

de
re

d 
ab

ou
t t

he
 L

ow
er

 W
ar

d.
 I

 c
am

e 
to

a 
co

ffi
n

 m
ak

er
’s

 s
h

o
p

 (
th

is
 w

as
 o

b
vi

o
u

s,
 s

in
ce

 t
h

e 
sh

op
 w

as
sh

ap
ed

 l
ik

e 
a 

co
ffi

n
).

 T
h

e 
m

o
tt

o
 ‘

E
n

gi
n

ee
re

d
 f

o
r 

E
te

rn
ity

’ 
w

as
ab

o
ve

 t
h

e 
do

o
r.

 S
o

m
et

h
in

g 
fa

m
ili

ar
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
at

 m
o

tt
o

 p
ro

m
p

te
d

m
e 

to
 e

n
te

r.
I 

sa
w

 a
 r

u
g

ge
d

 lo
o

ki
n

g,
 s

qu
ar

e 
ja

w
ed

 m
an

. 
H

e 
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 m
e

w
ith

 a
 w

id
e 

sm
ile

.
“H

o
w

 a
re

 y
o

u
, 

cu
tt

er
, 

go
od

 d
ay

 t
o

 y
o

u
, 

go
od

 d
ay

 i
n

d
ee

d
.”

H
e 

sq
u

in
te

d
 a

t 
m

e 
fo

r 
a 

se
co

n
d

, 
th

en
 ju

tte
d

 h
is

 h
an

d
 o

u
t t

o 
sh

ak
e

m
in

e.
 

A
n

o
th

er
 

m
an

 
w

h
o

 
st

o
od

 
th

er
e,

 
w

h
o

 
I 

to
o

k 
to

 
b

e 
a

cu
st

o
m

er
, 

d
id

 n
o

t 
sa

y 
a 

w
o

rd
, 

on
ly

 s
ile

n
tly

 l
o

o
ke

d
 a

t 
m

e.
 A

s 
I

sh
o

o
k 

h
is

 h
an

d
, h

e 
co

n
tin

u
ed

 s
p

ea
ki

n
g.

“H
a

m
ry

s 
at

 y
o

u
r 

se
rv

ic
e,

 m
e

m
b

er
 o

f 
th

e 
H

ar
m

o
n

iu
m

 a
n

d
th

e 
fa

sh
io

n
er

 o
f 

fin
e 

co
ffi

n
s 

fo
r 

th
e 

re
ce

n
tly

 d
ep

ar
te

d
. 

I 
th

in
k 

I
kn

o
w

 y
o

u
, 

do
 I 

n
o

t…
? 

Le
t 

m
e 

se
e 

if 
I 

ca
n

 p
la

ce
 it

…
” 

H
e 

p
au

se
d

to
 t

h
in

k 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
 “

S
h

ar
p 

w
ith

 n
am

es
 I

 w
as

 in
 t

h
e 

H
ar

m
o

n
iu

m
,

le
t 

m
e 

te
ll 

yo
u

. 
K

n
ew

 e
ve

ry
o

n
e 

o
n

 t
h

e 
en

tir
e 

W
ar

d
…

” 
M

y 
al

l
p

u
rp

o
se

 
lie

 
sl

ip
p

ed
 

ou
t 

w
ith

ou
t 

m
y 

co
n

sc
io

u
sl

y 
co

n
si

d
er

in
g

w
h

at
 I

 w
o

u
ld

 t
el

l h
im

.
“M

y 
n

a
m

e 
is

 A
d

ah
n

.”
H

e 
sn

ap
p

ed
 

h
is

 
fin

ge
rs

. 
“O

f 
co

u
rs

e
! 

A
d

ah
n

! 
I 

kn
ew

 
I

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 y

o
u

. 
A

n
yw

a
y,

 y
o

u
 r

eq
u

ir
e 

m
y 

se
rv

ic
es

?
” 

H
e 

st
u

d
ie

d
m

e,
 

th
en

 
sm

ile
d

, 
se

ei
n

g 
th

e 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 
fo

r 
a 

jo
ke

 
at

 
m

y
ex

p
en

se
. 

“I
t 

se
e

m
s 

to
 m

e,
 s

ir,
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 a

re
 o

n
e 

in
 d

es
p

er
at

e 
n

ee
d

o
f a

 c
o

ffi
n

, 
an

d
 s

oo
n.

” 
H

e 
se

e
m

ed
 p

le
as

ed
 w

ith
 h

is
 w

it.
I 

h
ad

 t
ro

ub
le

 g
et

tin
g 

H
am

ry
s 

to
 li

st
en

 t
o

 a
n

yt
h

in
g 

I 
sa

id
. 

H
e

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 e
n

jo
y 

h
ea

rin
g 

h
is

 o
w

n
 v

o
ic

e,
 a

nd
 I

 e
ve

n
tu

al
ly

 j
u

st
si

le
n

tly
 s

to
o

d
, 

le
tt

in
g 

hi
m

 r
a

m
b

le
, 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ci

n
g 

a 
n

ew
 f

e
el

in
g,

th
at

 o
f 

bo
re

d
o

m
. 

A
fte

r 
co

ve
ri

n
g 

se
ve

ra
l 

to
p

ic
s 

in
 e

xc
ru

ci
at

in
g

d
et

ai
l, 

h
e 

b
eg

an
 t

o
 ta

lk
 a

b
o

ut
 h

is
 jo

u
rn

al
.

“I
 li

ke
 t

o
 k

ee
p

 n
o

te
s 

an
d

 r
ef

le
ct

io
n

s 
on

 r
ec

o
rd

, 
an

d
 it

 m
a

ke
s

fa
sc

in
at

in
g 

re
ad

in
g,

 l
oo

ki
n

g 
b

ac
k 

o
n 

on
e’

s 
th

o
u

gh
ts

 a
 m

o
n

th
 t

o
a 

h
al

f-
m

o
n

th
 la

te
r.

” 
H

e 
no

dd
ed

 a
t 

m
e,

 a
s 

if 
I 

u
n

d
er

st
oo

d 
ex

ac
tly

w
h

at
 h

e 
w

as
 t

al
ki

n
g 

ab
o

u
t,

 th
en

 h
e 

co
nt

in
u

ed
 d

ro
n

in
g 

o
n

.
“I

'v
e 

ta
lk

ed
 t

o
 s

ev
er

al
 o

f 
th

e 
p

ri
n

te
rs

 i
n

 t
h

e 
C

le
rk

’s
 W

ar
d

ab
o

u
t 

po
ss

ib
ly

 g
et

tin
g 

th
em

 p
ri

n
te

d
. 

I'v
e 

b
ee

n
 t

o
ld

 t
h

at
 t

h
ey

 a
re

q
u

ite
 i

n
si

gh
tfu

l 
ab

o
u

t 
va

rio
u

s 
as

p
ec

ts
 o

f 
ci

ty
 l

ife
 t

h
at

 I
 h

av
e
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L

ow
er W

ard

observed in m
y tour of duty w

ith the H
arm

onium
. E

ven w
ith no

form
al training, m

any have agreed that m
y w

riting style is quite
strikin

g…
 b

u
t en

ou
gh

 abo
u

t th
at. It w

o
u

ld b
e far easier to

 let
yo

u
 listen

 fo
r yo

u
rself: I co

u
ld

 read
 fo

r yo
u

 so
m

e o
f m

y m
o

re
in

sigh
tfu

l p
assages…

”
H

a
m

rys re
ad

 several p
assage

s in
 h

is m
o

n
oton

ou
s jou

rn
als to

m
e, all o

f th
em

 b
o

rin
g to so

m
e d

egree. I w
as fin

ally ab
o

u
t to

fin
d

 so
m

e w
a

y to
 escap

e, w
h

en
 h

e m
en

tio
n

ed
 so

m
eth

in
g ab

ou
t

th
e d

isapp
earan

ce o
f h

is fath
er th

at I didn
’t q

u
ite catch

. F
o

r
so

m
e re

aso
n

, it tu
gged

 at m
e. I tried

 to
 sto

p h
im

.
“W

ait, yo
u

 said
 yo

u
r fath

er d
isap

p
eared

?” H
a

m
rys h

eld
 u

p
h

is 
h

and
 

to
 

sto
p

 
m

y 
in

terru
p

tion
 

u
ntil 

h
e 

fin
ish

ed 
th

e 
n

ext
p

aragrap
h

 in
 o

n
e o

f h
is du

ll jo
u

rn
als.

“S
o

 w
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k so
 far? S

u
rp

risin
gly m

o
re in

sigh
tfu

l
th

an
 

o
n

e 
m

igh
t 

exp
ect 

fro
m

 
a 

sim
p

le 
m

e
m

b
er 

o
f 

th
e

H
arm

o
n

iu
m

, n
o

?” H
e sm

iled
. H

e see
m

ed
 to

 h
ave ign

o
red

 m
y

in
terrup

tion
. I tried

 again
 w

ith
 m

y q
u

estio
n.

“Y
es, 

very 
in

sigh
tfu

l. 
D

id
 

yo
u

 
say 

yo
u

r 
fath

er
d

isap
p

eared
?” H

e n
od

d
ed.

“O
h

, yes. M
an

y, m
an

y years a
go

. M
y fath

er w
as a talen

ted
sto

n
em

aso
n

, an
d

 h
e d

id
 n

o
t on

ly co
n

stru
ct sarco

ph
agi, b

ut h
e

w
a

s 
also

 
q

u
ite 

skilled 
in

 
to

m
b

 
d

esign
. 

P
eo

p
le 

fro
m

 
acro

ss
S

igil…
”

T
h

e ro
o

m
 b

egan
 to

 fad
e aro

u
nd

 m
e as a m

e
m

o
ry tu

gged
 at

m
y co

n
scio

u
sn

ess…
I fo

u
n

d m
yself stan

d
in

g in th
is very sh

o
p

, talkin
g w

ith
 an

o
ld

er m
an

 w
h

ile a ch
ild

 sat in
 th

e co
rn

er and
 p

layed
. O

n
 th

e
co

u
n

ter b
etw

een
 m

e an
d

 th
e sho

p
keep

er w
as a set o

f p
lan

s. H
e

see
m

ed
 to

 b
e exp

lain
in

g so
m

e in
tricacies w

ith
 th

e con
stru

ctio
n

o
f a to

m
b

. M
y visio

n
 fad

ed
 as I tried

 to
 exam

in
e th

e d
etails o

f
th

e p
lan

s.
W

h
en

 m
y sigh

t retu
rn

ed
 I w

as stan
d

in
g in

 a cavern
 in

 fro
nt

o
f a to

m
b

. A
b

o
ve th

e en
try I sa

w
 th

e slo
gan

: E
n

gin
eered

 fo
r

E
tern

ity, 
clearly 

carved
 

in
 

th
e 

sto
ne. 

T
h

e 
sho

p
keep

er 
w

as
stan

d
in

g n
ext to

 m
e, a b

ro
ad

 sm
ile o

n
 h

is face. H
e gestu

red
 to

m
e an

d
 b

egan
 to w

alk in
to

 th
e to

m
b

. I qu
ickly m

atch
ed

 h
is p

ace
fro

m
 b

eh
in

d an
d d

rew
 m

y b
lad

e…
I fo

u
n

d m
yself b

ack in
 H

a
m

rys’ sh
o

p
. I n

o
w

 kn
ew

 w
h

o
 h

ad
b

u
ilt th

e to
m

b
 I fo

u
nd

 in
 th

e D
ro

w
n

ed
 N

atio
n

s cataco
m

b
s, an

d
th

at I, o
r at least a p

reviou
s 

in
carn

atio
n, 

h
ad

 
m

u
rd

ered
 

th
e

b
u

ild
er to keep

 its secrets. H
a

m
rys ap

p
aren

tly h
ad

n
’t n

o
ticed

 I
w

a
sn

’t p
ayin

g atten
tio

n
. T

h
e n

ext tim
e h

e sto
p

p
ed

 to
 take a

b
reath

, I asked
 ano

th
er q

u
estio

n
.

F
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“A
ll righ

t…
 go

 o
n

.”
“Y

o
u

r 
app

earan
ce 

is 
ap

p
ro

xim
ately 

a 
m

ale 
in

 
h

is 
early

th
irties 

—
 

th
e 

stitch
in

g 
an

d 
scar 

tissu
e 

m
a

ke 
an

 
exact

d
eterm

in
atio

n
 d

ifficu
lt.”

“T
ell m

e ab
o

u
t it…

 go
 o

n
.”

“T
h

e ke
y to

 yo
u

r p
ast is yo

u
r m

em
o

ry, an
d

 it see
m

s th
at

certain
 lo

cation
s, even

ts an
d

 p
eop

le trigger see
m

in
gly fo

rgo
tten

m
e

m
o

ries. It w
o

u
ld

 seem
 to

 b
e in

 yo
u

r b
est in

terests to visit as
m

an
y lo

catio
n

s as po
ssib

le and
 sp

eak to as m
an

y o
th

ers as
p

o
ssib

le…
 

in
 

sh
o

rt, 
exp

erien
ce 

yo
u

r 
u

n
iverse 

as 
m

u
ch

 
as

p
o

ssib
le.”

“A
 S

en
sate

s’ ad
vice, eh

?” F
all-fro

m
-G

ra
ce rep

lied
 w

ith
 a

b
em

u
sed

 sm
ile.

“I w
o

u
ld

 no
t ad

vise it if I d
id

 n
ot p

ractice it. A
n

d
 if yo

u
 d

id
n

o
t alread

y kn
o

w
 it to

 b
e tru

e.” I w
as in

terested
 in h

er in
sigh

ts
ab

o
u

t m
y co

m
p

an
io

n
s, and

 asked
 h

er abo
u

t M
o

rte.
“M

o
rte is m

o
st p

ecu
liar…

 I h
ave seen

 a great d
eal in

 m
y

life, b
u

t no
th

in
g q

u
ite like h

im
. H

e b
eh

aves so
m

e
w

h
at like a

m
im

ir. G
ran

ted
, th

ere’s n
o d

en
yin

g h
e is kn

o
w

led
geab

le, b
u

t h
e

h
as a certain

…
” S

h
e sn

iffed
 th

e air an
d w

rin
kled

 h
er no

se.
“…

B
aato

rian
 sm

ell ab
o

u
t h

im
.” S

h
e h

esitated
, as if p

ickin
g h

er
w

o
rd

s 
care

fu
lly. 

“B
u

t 
h

e’s 
no

t 
a 

b
aatezu

…
 

at 
least 

o
f 

an
y

variety I've en
co

u
n

tered
. T

h
e sm

ell alo
n

e, h
o

w
ever, m

akes m
e

treat th
e sku

ll w
ith

 cau
tio

n
.”

“A
n

d
 M

o
rte is a m

im
ir?”

“I 
d

o
n

’t 
b

elieve 
so

. 
M

o
rte 

lacks 
th

e 
silvery 

m
etal 

th
at

m
im

irs cu
sto

m
arily h

ave. A
n

d
 h

e see
m

s to
 h

ave an
 attitud

e o
f

h
is o

w
n

. S
u

ch
 q

u
alities are n

o
t p

resen
t in

 con
ven

tion
al m

im
irs.”

G
ra

ce sh
ru

gged
 sligh

tly. “H
e 
m

ay b
e o

n
e, b

ut h
e’s u

n
like an

y
I've e

ver en
co

u
n

tered
.”

“I d
o

n
’t b

elieve M
o

rte is a m
im

ir, eith
er.”

“P
erh

ap
s th

ere is so
m

e test to
 verify h

is au
th

en
ticity…

 b
u

t I
w

o
u

ld
 no

t d
o

 o
n

e if yo
u

 valu
e h

im
 as a frien

d
. If yo

u
 d

o
, th

en
yo

u
 m

u
st accep

t w
h

at h
e h

as to
ld yo

u
.” I still d

idn
’t en

tirely
tru

st M
o

rte. I tho
u

gh
t h

e h
ad

 m
y b

est in
terests in

 m
in

d
, b

u
t w

h
at

h
e 

an
d

 
I 

tho
u

gh
t 

o
f 

as 
m

y 
b

est 
in

terests 
d

id
n

’t 
n

ecessarily
in

tersect. In
 add

itio
n, h

e seem
ed

 in
h

eren
tly in

cap
ab

le o
f tellin

g
th

e ab
so

lu
te tru

th
 ab

ou
t an

yth
in

g. I asked
 abo

u
t A

n
n

ah n
ext.

“S
h

e is stron
g an

d
 cap

able, and
 sh

e is q
u

ite p
assion

ate. I
alm

o
st w

ish
 I h

ad
 m

et h
er lo

n
g ago

 and
 asked

 h
er to

 co
m

e to
 th

e
B

ro
th

el…
 p

erh
ap

s th
in

gs m
igh

t 
h

ave 
b

een
 

d
ifferen

t.” 
G

race
stu

d
ied m

e fo
r a m

o
m

en
t. “W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 th

in
k o

f h
er?” S

h
e

w
a

sn
’t th

e on
ly o

n
e w

ith
 b

arriers, and
 I d

eflected
 h

er q
u

estio
n

.



30
0

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, P

ar
t I

I

“D
o

 y
o

u
 e

ve
r 

u
se

 w
ea

p
o

n
s?

”
“N

o
…

 t
h

er
e 

is
 s

el
do

m
 t

h
e 

n
ee

d
, 

an
d

 I 
fin

d 
th

at
 I

 c
an

no
t 

b
ea

r
th

e 
to

u
ch

 o
f 

co
ld

 i
ro

n 
o

r 
ev

en
 s

te
el

 f
o

r 
lo

n
g 

p
er

io
d

s 
o

f 
tim

e.
 I

n
an

y 
e

ve
n

t,
 I

 h
av

e 
a 

n
u

m
b

er
 o

f…
 n

at
u

ra
l 

d
ef

en
se

s 
th

at
 t

en
d 

to
d

is
co

u
ra

ge
 a

tt
ac

ke
rs

.”
“S

u
ch

 a
s?

”
“T

h
e 

ki
ss

 o
f 

a 
su

cc
u

b
u

s 
is

 l
et

h
al

 t
o 

m
o

rt
al

s 
—

 t
h

ou
gh

 t
h

ey
ra

re
ly

 r
ea

liz
e 

th
e 

d
an

ge
r 

u
n

til
 t

h
ei

r 
d

ea
th

 i
s 

al
m

o
st

 u
po

n 
th

em
.”

F
al

l-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

 
si

gh
ed

. 
“I

 
ca

n
 

re
so

rt
 

to
 

it 
w

h
en

 
th

e 
n

ee
d

ar
is

es
.”

 I
 f

el
t 

re
la

xe
d

 e
n

o
u

gh
 w

ith
 h

er
 a

n
sw

er
s 

to
 b

ri
n

g 
up

 a
q

u
es

tio
n

 p
er

so
n

al
 to

 b
o

th
 o

f u
s.

“T
o

 b
e 

h
on

es
t,

 I
 a

m
 c

u
rio

u
s 

as
 to

 y
o

u
r 

fe
el

in
gs

 a
b

o
u

t 
m

e.
”

G
ra

ce
 g

av
e 

a 
sl

ig
h

t 
sm

ile
. 

“A
 l

ad
y 

m
u

st
 h

av
e 

h
er

 s
ec

re
ts

.”
S

h
e 

h
ad

 r
ea

ch
ed

 t
h

e 
lim

its
 o

f 
h

o
w

 c
lo

se
 s

h
e 

w
a

s 
w

ill
in

g 
to

al
lo

w
 m

e.
 I

 s
u

sp
ec

te
d

 s
h

e 
h

ad
 a

lre
ad

y 
al

lo
w

ed
 m

e 
cl

o
se

r 
th

an
sh

e 
h

ad
 l

et
 a

n
yo

n
e 

el
se

, 
at

 l
ea

st
 f

o
r 

a 
lo

n
g 

tim
e.

 I
 w

o
n

d
er

ed
 a

t
th

e 
re

as
o

n
 s

h
e 

ke
p

t 
u

p 
h

er
 b

ar
rie

rs
. 

P
ar

tly
, 

it 
m

u
st

 b
e 

sc
ar

s 
d

u
e

to
 h

er
 p

as
t.

 A
ls

o
 t

h
e 

kn
o

w
le

d
ge

 t
h

at
 h

er
 k

is
s 

w
o

u
ld

 k
ill

 a
 m

o
rt

al
m

an
, 

al
th

ou
gh

 I 
w

o
nd

er
ed

 if
 it

 w
o

u
ld

 a
ffe

ct
 a

n
 im

m
o

rt
al

…
“I

'd
 l

ik
e 

to
 k

n
o

w
 y

o
u

r 
th

ou
gh

ts
 o

n 
m

y 
si

tu
at

io
n

, 
th

en
.”

 S
h

e
w

a
s 

si
le

n
t 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
 r

ep
lie

d
 w

ith
 a

 q
u

es
tio

n
.

“D
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 a

n
yt

h
in

g 
th

at
 m

ig
h

t 
p

ro
ve

 h
el

p
fu

l?
”

“W
el

l, 
sh

ad
o

w
s 

ke
ep

 c
o

m
in

g 
to

 k
ill

 m
e 

—
 I

 h
av

e 
a 

fe
el

in
g

th
ey

’re
 f

o
llo

w
in

g 
m

e,
 b

u
t 

I 
do

n
’t 

kn
o

w
 w

h
y.

”
“S

h
ad

o
w

s?
” 

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 

w
as

 
si

le
n

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
“S

h
ad

o
w

s 
ar

e 
sh

ad
es

 o
f 

th
e 

d
ea

d
. 

T
h

ey
 d

o
 n

o
t 

te
nd

 t
o

 h
un

t,
 t

h
ey

te
n

d
 to

 li
e 

in
 w

ai
t 

fo
r 

vi
ct

im
s.

 C
u

ri
o

u
s.

”
“W

el
l, 

I 
th

in
k 

th
er

e’
s 

so
m

eo
n

e 
ou

t 
to

 m
u

rd
er

 m
e…

 s
o

 m
u

ch
so

 I
 b

u
ilt

 a
 t

o
m

b
 t

ra
p

 t
o

 t
ry

 a
n

d
 k

ill
 t

h
em

. 
A

cc
o

rd
in

g 
to

 a
n

in
sc

rip
tio

n
 i

n
 t

h
e 

to
m

b
, 

h
e’

s 
b

ee
n

 c
o

m
in

g 
af

te
r 

m
e…

 f
o

r,
 w

el
l,

as
 lo

n
g 

as
 m

y 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
s 

ca
n

 r
em

e
m

b
er

, 
it 

se
e

m
s.

”
“T

h
en

…
 w

h
o

ev
er

 t
h

e 
ki

lle
r 

is
, 

h
e’

s 
liv

ed
 a

 v
er

y 
lo

n
g 

tim
e 

to
h

av
e 

p
u

rs
u

ed
 y

o
u

 s
o 

lo
n

g.
” 

S
h

e 
ta

pp
ed

 h
er

 c
h

in
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t.

“C
o

u
ld

 t
h

e 
ki

lle
r 

b
e 

im
m

o
rt

al
 a

s 
w

el
l?

”
“D

o
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
an

y 
id

ea
 w

h
o

 o
r 

w
h

at
 I

 m
ig

h
t 

b
e?

”
G

ra
ce

 
fr

o
w

n
ed

 
in

 
th

o
u

gh
t. 

“I
 

fr
ee

ly
 

ad
m

it 
th

at
 

yo
u

 
ar

e
so

m
et

h
in

g 
o

f 
an

 
en

ig
m

a.
” 

S
h

e 
sm

ile
d

. 
“B

u
t 

I 
fin

d
 

su
ch

m
ys

te
ri

es
 

in
tr

ig
u

in
g.

 
S

h
al

l 
w

e 
at

te
m

p
t 

to
 

p
u

zz
le

 
o

u
t 

yo
u

r
si

tu
at

io
n

?”
“Y

es
.”

“F
ir

st
, 

w
h

ile
 i

t 
is

 p
o

ss
ib

le
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 a

re
 a

 t
ie

fli
n

g 
o

r 
so

m
e

ra
re

 c
ro

ss
b

re
ed

, 
m

y 
gu

es
s 

is
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 a

re
 h

u
m

an
…

 o
r 

w
er

e 
at

o
n

e 
tim

e.
”

L
ow

er
 W

ar
d
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“T
el

l m
e 

w
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 y

o
u

r 
fa

th
er

.”
“H

e 
si

m
p

ly
 

va
n

is
h

ed
 

o
n

e 
d

ay
, 

le
av

in
g 

m
o

st
 

o
f 

h
is

co
m

m
is

si
o

n
s 

un
fin

is
h

ed
. 

M
o

st
 e

m
b

ar
ra

ss
in

g;
 t

o
o

k 
a 

lo
n

g 
w

h
ile

to
 g

et
 o

u
t 

o
f 

th
e 

d
eb

t 
ca

u
se

d 
b

y 
h

is
 d

is
ap

p
ea

ra
n

ce
, 

an
d

 t
o

 a
n

ex
te

n
t, 

I 
am

 s
til

l s
et

tli
n

g 
va

rio
u

s 
ac

c
o

u
n

ts
. 

S
til

l, 
I 

h
av

e 
a 

ce
rt

ai
n

ap
tit

ud
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

w
o

rk
, 

an
d

…
” 

H
e 

si
gh

ed
 l

ig
h

tly
 a

n
d

 g
o

t 
a 

fa
r-

aw
a

y 
lo

o
k 

in
 h

is
 e

ye
s.

H
e 

sh
ru

gg
ed

. 
“S

o
rr

y,
 I

 w
a

s 
ju

st
 t

h
in

ki
n

g…
 M

y 
fa

th
er

’s
d

is
ap

p
ea

ra
n

ce
 w

as
 t

h
e 

re
as

o
n

 I
 j

o
in

ed
 t

h
e 

H
ar

m
o

n
iu

m
, 

an
d

 l
ef

t
it 

la
te

r 
on

. 
A

t 
fir

st
 I

 h
ad

 a
 b

u
rn

in
g 

d
es

ire
 t

o
 f

in
d

 o
u

t 
w

h
at

h
ap

p
en

ed
 t

o
 h

im
, 

la
te

r 
I 

fe
lt 

a 
ce

rt
ai

n
 o

b
lig

at
io

n
 t

o
 c

o
n

tin
u

e 
h

is
lif

e’
s 

w
o

rk
.”

 H
e 

si
gh

ed
. 

“I
 n

ev
er

 f
o

u
n

d 
th

e 
an

sw
er

s 
I 

so
u

gh
t. 

It
w

a
s 

q
u

ite
 t

h
e 

m
ys

te
ry

 a
s 

to
 w

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
…

” 
H

is
 v

o
ic

e 
fa

d
ed

to
 s

ile
n

ce
. 

I 
to

o
k 

ad
va

n
ta

ge
 o

f 
th

is
 b

re
ak

 t
o

 q
u

ic
kl

y 
e

xi
t 

h
is

sh
o

p. A
fte

r 
le

a
vi

n
g 

th
e 

sh
o

p,
 

w
e 

co
n

tin
u

ed
 

w
al

ki
n

g.
 

I 
sa

w
 

a
gi

th
ze

ra
i i

n
 t

h
e 

cr
o

w
d

, 
an

d
 c

u
rio

u
s,

 a
pp

ro
ac

h
ed

 h
er

. 
T

h
e 

w
o

m
an

h
ad

 
a 

ye
llo

w
 

ca
st

 
to

 
h

er
 

sk
in

 
an

d
 

se
ve

re
 

fe
at

u
re

s.
 

T
at

to
o

s
co

ve
re

d
 h

er
 b

od
y,

 a
n

d
 s

h
e 

w
o

re
 a

 l
o

n
g 

b
la

d
e 

at
 h

er
 s

id
e.

 H
er

e
ye

s 
w

er
e 

lik
e 

tw
o

 s
m

al
l b

la
ck

 p
ea

rls
. 

A
s 

I 
ap

p
ro

ac
h

ed
 h

er
, 

th
ey

fo
llo

w
ed

 D
ak

'k
o

n
’s

 m
o

ve
m

en
ts

. 
B

ef
o

re
 I

 r
ea

ch
ed

 h
er

, 
D

ak
'k

o
n

b
ro

ke
 in

.
“I

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
yo

u
 h

ea
r 

m
e.

”
“W

h
at

 is
 it

, 
D

ak
'k

o
n

?”
“I

t 
is

 m
y 

w
ill

 t
h

at
 w

e 
n

o
t 

sp
ea

k 
to

 t
h

is
 w

o
m

an
.”

“W
h

y 
n

o
t?

”
“S

h
e 

is
 a

 ze
rt

h.
 O

u
r 

w
ill

s 
ar

e 
cr

o
ss

ed
 b

la
d

es
. 

W
e 

h
av

e 
n

o
co

m
m

o
n

 g
ro

u
n

d.
”

I 
w

as
 m

o
re

 i
n

te
re

st
ed

 t
h

an
 e

ve
r 

to
 s

p
ea

k 
to

 h
er

. 
B

es
id

es
, 

a
ze

rt
h

 i
f 

an
yo

n
e 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

o
 u

nd
er

st
an

d
 w

h
at

 D
ak

'k
o

n
 w

as
go

in
g 

th
ro

u
gh

. I
 t

em
p

o
ri

ze
d

 in
 m

y 
re

p
ly

.
“T

h
en

 d
o

 n
o

t 
sp

ea
k 

to
 h

er
.”

 T
h

e 
gi

th
ze

ra
i, 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 w

at
ch

ed
o

u
r 

ap
p

ro
ac

h,
 c

ho
se

 t
h

is
 m

o
m

en
t 

to
 s

p
ea

k.
“W

h
y 

d
o

 y
o

u
 i

n
su

lt 
th

e 
U

n
b

ro
ke

n
 C

irc
le

 o
f 

Z
er

th
im

o
n

 b
y

co
n

tin
u

in
g 

to
 w

ea
r 

it 
ag

ai
n

st
 y

o
u

r 
h

ea
rt

? 
Y

o
u

 a
re

 n
o

t 
n

u
m

b
er

ed
a

m
o

n
g 

th
e 

P
eo

p
le

, 
b

et
ra

ye
r 

o
f 

S
h

ra
'k

t'l
o

r!
 T

h
e 

A
n

ar
ch

s 
an

d
 t

h
e

ze
rt

hs
 h

av
e 

sp
o

ke
n

 a
n

d
 th

ei
r 

w
o

rd
s 

sh
al

l b
e 

o
b

ey
ed

. 
Y

o
u

 a
re

 n
o

t
to

 s
p

ea
k 

yo
u

r 
m

in
d

 t
o

 m
e…

 o
r 

to
 a

n
y 

ze
rt

h.
” 

D
ak

'k
o

n
 r

ep
lie

d
 t

o
h

er
. “W

ill
 y

o
u

 h
ea

r 
th

is
 h

u
m

an
 w

h
en

 h
e 

sp
ea

ks
?”

“H
is

 w
o

rd
s 

ca
rr

y 
th

e 
w

ei
gh

t 
o

f 
yo

u
rs

 a
n

d
 h

av
e 

th
e 

sh
ap

e 
o

f
Li

m
b

o
’s

 fo
rm

. 
I 

w
ill

 n
o

t h
ea

r 
yo

u
, 

D
ak

'k
o

n
.”
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L

ow
er W

ard

“H
e 

travels 
w

ith
 

m
e, 

K
ii'n

a, 
d

iscip
le 

o
f 

Z
erth

im
o

n
. 

H
e

co
m

e
s to

 yo
u

 to
 h

ear th
e w

o
rd

s o
f Z

erth
im

o
n

 w
h

ich
 yo

u
 as a

zerth m
u

st im
p

art. W
ill yo

u
 h

ear h
im

?” D
a

k'ko
n

 co
n

tin
u

ed
.

“T
h

e w
o

rd
s o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
 are n

ot fo
r th

e ears o
f a h

u
-m

an
 to

b
e h

eard
. T

h
eir m

in
d

s are no
t as o

ne, and
 th

ey b
rin

g d
ivisio

n
w

h
ere

ver th
e

y travel. T
h

is o
n

e w
ears a sh

irt o
f scars an

d
 b

loo
d,

an
d

 h
e travels w

ith
 a traito

r. V
ilq

uar’s h
eart b

eats w
ith

in
 yo

u
r

ch
est if yo

u
 ask if I w

ill h
ear h

im
.” D

ak'ko
n

 tried
 to reach

 h
er

again
.

“W
ill yo

u
 clo

se yo
u

r m
in

d
 to

 h
is w

o
rd

s? 
K

now
 yo

u
r w

o
rd

s
b

efo
re yo

u
 sp

eak yo
u

r m
in

d
, K

ii'n
a, 
zerth o

f Z
erth

im
o

n
.”

“I w
ill n

o
t h

ear h
im

. H
e w

ill h
ear m

e,” sh
e rep

lied
.

“T
h

at is su
fficien

t.” D
ak'ko

n
 tu

rn
ed to

 m
e, an

d
 sp

o
ke in

 m
y

lan
gu

age. “S
h

e w
ill teach

 yo
u

.”
T

h
e gith

 w
o

m
an

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 m
e. H

er b
lack p

earl e
yes glin

ted
d

an
gero

u
sly.

“Y
o

u
 are n

ot know
n to

 m
e, b

u
t yo

u
r trap

p
in

gs sp
eak ill o

f
yo

u
, h

u
m

an
. Y

o
u

r b
od

y is a b
o

o
k w

ritten
 in

 scars an
d

 b
loo

d
,

an
d

 yo
u

 w
alk in

 th
e sh

ado
w

 o
f a p

ariah
 th

at claim
s to

 sp
eak fo

r
Z

erth
im

o
n

 h
im

self. S
p

eak yo
u

r m
in

d
!”

“G
reetin

gs, sw
o

rd
-rin

ger.” I h
ad d

ecid
ed

 to sh
o

w
 I at least

kn
ew

 th
e p

ro
p

er greetin
g, bu

t sh
e on

ly h
issed

 in
 irritatio

n.
“Y

o
u

r p
leasan

tries are as d
u

st. T
h

e sign
 o

f m
o

u
rn

in
g d

raw
s

n
ear —

 tim
e is sh

o
rt, h

u
m

an
. I w

o
u

ld
 

know
 yo

u
r q

u
estion

s, th
en

it is m
y w

ill yo
u

 leave.” V
ery w

ell, I w
o

u
ld

 fo
rgo

 po
liten

ess.
“C

an
 yo

u
 teach

 m
e o

f th
e d

ifferen
ce b

etw
een

 gith
zerai an

d
gith

yan
ki?” S

h
e lo

o
ked

 at D
ak'ko

n
 

hard fo
r a m

o
m

en
t.

“G
ith

 
w

as 
a 

great 
w

arrio
r 

w
h

o
 

freed
 

o
u

r 
p

eop
le 

fro
m

cap
tivity 

u
n

d
er 

th
e illithid 

slavelo
rd

s. 
Z

erth
im

o
n

 
w

as 
h

er
lieu

ten
an

t. W
h

en
 th

e tw
o

 h
ad

 freed
 o

u
r p

eop
le, G

ith
 tu

rn
ed

u
p

on
 Z

erth
im

o
n

 on
 th

e B
lasted

 P
lain

s. W
o

rd
s w

ere sp
o

ken
,

steel w
as b

ared
 —

 an
d

 o
n

e p
eo

ple b
ecam

e tw
o

. T
h

o
se w

h
o

re
m

ain
ed

 w
ith

 th
e b

itch
-qu

een
 to

o
k th

e n
am

e G
ith

yan
ki. T

h
o

se
o

f u
s w

h
o

 traveled
 Z

erth
im

o
n

’s p
ath rem

ain
ed

 tru
e to

 th
e P

eo
p

le
to

o
k th

e n
am

e G
ith

zerai. O
u

r rage lies in
 G

ith
’s b

etrayal.”
“A

n
d

 th
at’s w

h
y yo

u
 h

ate each
 o

th
er so

 m
u

ch
?”

“B
o

th
 o

u
r p

eop
le are like th

e m
u

le o
f P

en
an

sk —
 stu

bb
o

rn
,

b
lind

, an
d

 b
o

th
erso

m
e. T

h
e gith

yan
ki ad

d
 cru

elty to
 th

at list.
T

h
e

y 
h

ate 
u

s 
fo

r 
o

u
r 

gro
w

th
 

into
 

realm
s 

th
ey 

can
n

o
t

u
n

d
erstand

.” I d
ecid

ed
 to

 m
o

ve o
n

 to
 a n

ew
 to

p
ic.

“C
an

 
yo

u
 

teach
 

m
e 

th
e 

W
a

y 
o

f 
Z

erth
im

o
n

?” 
H

er 
e

yes
h

ard
en

ed
 at m

y w
o

rd
s.

F
all-F

rom
-G

race, P
art II

299

h
arn

essed
, th

ro
u

gh gestu
res, ritu

als and
 d

evices. M
y ‘p

o
w

ers’
co

m
e to

 m
e th

ro
u

gh
 a d

ifferen
t m

e
an

s. M
y faith

 an
d

 th
e n

atu
re

o
f m

y b
elie

f allo
w

s so
m

e o
f th

e m
u

ltiverse to
 reveal itself to

m
e.”“T

h
e n

atu
re o

f yo
u

r b
elief? W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 b

elieve in
?”

“I b
elieve in

 E
xperience. I b

elieve th
ere is a tru

th
 to th

e
m

u
ltiverse…

 even
 if th

at tru
th

 is that th
ere is no

 tru
th

 at all. I
b

elieve th
at th

e P
lan

es are m
e

an
t to

 b
e exp

erien
ced

, an
d th

e
m

o
re o

n
e exp

erien
ces, in

 travelin
g, in

 jo
y, in

 p
ain

, in
 m

errim
en

t
o

r in su
fferin

g, th
e m

o
re th

e m
u

ltiverse reveals itself to
 yo

u
…

”
“A

n
d

 th
e m

o
re yo

u
 are revealed

 to
 yo

u
rself. M

y b
elie

f in
th

e n
ature o

f E
xp

erien
ce allo

w
s m

e to
…

” S
h

e p
au

sed fo
r a

m
o

m
en

t, th
in

kin
g. “I sup

po
se th

e best exp
lan

ation
 is th

at m
y

faith
 allo

w
s m

e to
 see th

in
gs d

ifferen
tly. W

h
en

 yo
u

 see th
e

m
u

ltiverse in
 su

ch
 a w

a
y, yo

u
 learn

 ho
w

 to
 ‘ch

an
ge’ thin

gs —
m

en
d

in
g w

o
u

nd
s, seein

g a p
erson

’s h
eart, and

 so on
 —

 ju
st b

y
w

illin
g th

em
 to

 h
ap

p
en.”

“D
o

 yo
u

 b
elieve in

 E
xp

erien
ce b

ecau
se o

f w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed to
yo

u
 w

ith
 th

e b
aatezu

?”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race no
d

d
ed

. “I h
ave tho

u
gh

t lon
g u

po
n th

at,
an

d
 I b

elieve so
, yes.” S

h
e lo

o
ked

 at m
e q

u
estio

nin
gly. “I th

in
k

it is b
ecau

se I am
 co

n
ten

t w
h

at I h
ave b

eco
m

e, an
d

 I do
 n

o
t

th
in

k it 
w

o
u

ld
 h

ave 
b

een
 

po
ssib

le 
w

ith
ou

t 
exp

erien
cin

g 
th

e
m

u
ltiverse as I d

id
.” I b

elieved
 sh

e 
w

as 
b

ein
g 

to
o

 
m

o
d

est,
im

p
lyin

g sh
e w

as o
n

ly th
e p

ro
du

ct o
f h

er exp
erien

ces.
“I d

o
n

’t th
in

k it h
as an

yth
in

g to
 d

o w
ith

 yo
u

 exp
erien

cin
g

th
e m

u
ltiverse…

 I th
in

k it’s ho
w

 yo
u

 d
ealt w

ith
 th

e exp
erien

ce
th

at 
w

as 
im

p
o

rtan
t.” 

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race 

n
o

d
d

ed
 

slo
w

ly 
at 

m
y

w
o

rd
s; sh

e see
m

ed
 th

o
u

gh
tfu

l.
“T

h
ere is tru

th
 in

 w
h

at yo
u

 sa
y.”

“I th
in

k th
ere w

o
u

ld
 h

ave b
een

 m
an

y o
th

ers w
h

o
, w

h
en

su
b

jected
 to

 th
e exp

erien
ces yo

u
 w

ere, w
o

u
ld

 h
ave cru

m
b

led
.

Y
o

u
 learned fro

m
 it, an

d
 yo

u
 b

eca
m

e stro
n

ger. It sh
o

w
s great

stren
gth

 o
f w

ill an
d

 o
f ch

aracter.” F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race w

as lo
o

kin
g

at m
e silen

tly.
“…

an
d

 I ad
m

ire th
at ab

ou
t yo

u
. N

o
t o

n
ly th

e stren
gth

, b
ut

th
e ab

ility to
 see su

ch
 h

o
rro

rs as a w
a

y o
f b

eco
m

in
g a b

etter
p

erso
n

 takes a stren
gth

 
few

 p
o

ssess.” F
all-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce sm
iled

,
th

en
 n

od
d

ed.
“I th

an
k yo

u
. Y

o
u

r w
o

rd
s are in

sigh
tfu

l and
 kind

. B
u

t I fear
th

at m
y stren

gth
 o

f ch
aracter is n

o
t as stro

n
g as it w

o
u

ld
 seem

.
Y

et I try to
 treat each

 exp
erien

ce as a n
e

w
 

o
p

p
o

rtun
ity fo

r
learn

in
g.”
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F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, P

ar
t I

I

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 t

he
n 

as
ke

d 
m

e 
w

hy
 I

 w
as

 a
sk

in
g 

qu
es

ti
on

s
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
n

ig
h

t-
h

ag
 R

av
el

. 
I 

sm
ile

d
 s

lig
h

tly
, 

si
n

ce
 i

t 
w

as
n

’t
o

fte
n

 s
id

es
 s

w
itc

h
ed

 a
n

d
 I

 w
as

 t
h

e 
o

n
e 

b
ei

n
g 

in
te

rr
o

ga
te

d
. 

R
av

el
w

a
s 

an
 e

ss
en

tia
l p

ar
t 

o
f t

h
e 

en
ig

m
a 

w
h

ic
h

 w
as

 m
y 

p
as

t.
“I

 in
te

nd
 t

o 
se

ek
 h

er
 o

u
t.”

G
ra

ce
 r

ai
se

d
 a

n
 e

ye
b

ro
w

. 
“T

ru
ly

? 
I 

fin
d

 m
ys

el
f 

co
m

p
el

le
d

to
 a

sk
 w

h
y.

”
“I

 n
ee

d
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 t

h
at

 s
h

e 
h

as
.”

“I
s 

th
is

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 a
va

ila
b

le
 fr

o
m

 n
o

 o
n

e 
el

se
?”

“I
 s

u
sp

ec
t 

th
at

 o
n

ly
 R

av
el

 p
o

ss
es

se
s 

th
e 

kn
o

w
le

d
ge

 I
 n

ee
d

.”
G

ra
ce

 r
es

te
d

 h
er

 h
an

d
 li

gh
tly

 o
n

 m
y 

ar
m

, 
an

d
 a

 t
ra

ce
 o

f 
co

n
ce

rn
w

a
s 

in
 h

er
 v

o
ic

e 
w

h
en

 s
h

e 
re

p
lie

d
.

“C
o

n
si

d
er

 t
h

is
 —

 i
f 

R
av

el
 d

o
es

 i
n

de
ed

 e
xi

st
, 

th
en

 s
h

e 
is

ex
tr

e
m

el
y 

p
o

w
er

fu
l 

an
d

 c
un

n
in

g.
 I

f 
a 

fr
a

ct
io

n
 o

f 
th

e 
st

o
ri

es
 o

f
h

er
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 a
re

 t
ru

e,
 t

h
en

 s
h

e 
is

 a
 c

re
at

u
re

 t
h

at
 h

as
 d

is
co

ve
re

d
n

ew
 m

e
an

in
gs

 o
f 

ev
il.

 T
o

 s
ea

rc
h

 f
o

r 
h

er
 i

s 
n

o
t 

a 
q

u
es

t 
to

 b
e

u
n

d
er

ta
ke

n
 li

gh
tly

.”
“I

 r
ea

liz
e 

th
at

.”
“W

el
l, 

I 
h

av
e 

n
ev

er
 m

et
 a

 m
yt

h
. 

T
h

is
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

qu
ite

 t
h

e
o

u
tin

g.
” 

S
h

e 
sm

ile
d

. 
“D

o
n

’t 
yo

u
 

ev
er

 
tr

y 
d

o
in

g 
an

yt
h

in
g

b
o

rin
g?

”
“I

 t
ry

 n
o

t 
to

…
 d

o
 y

o
u

 k
no

w
 a

n
yt

h
in

g 
el

se
 a

b
o

ut
 R

av
el

?”
“S

h
e 

w
as

 s
ai

d
 t

o
 b

e 
on

e 
o

f 
th

e 
h

ag
s 

o
f 

th
e 

G
ra

y 
W

a
st

e,
 a

n
d

th
at

 s
h

e 
w

as
 b

el
ie

ve
d

 t
o

 p
o

ss
es

s 
p

o
w

er
s 

an
d

 a
 c

u
nn

in
g 

fa
r

b
ey

o
n

d
 t

ho
se

 o
f 

h
er

 s
is

te
rs

. 
S

h
e 

ca
m

e 
to

 S
ig

il 
lo

n
g 

ag
o

, 
an

d
 i

n
ad

d
iti

o
n

 t
o

 t
h

e 
ev

ils
 s

h
e 

co
m

m
itt

ed
 d

u
rin

g 
h

er
 s

ta
y,

 r
u

m
o

r 
h

as
 it

th
at

 h
er

 a
ct

io
n

s 
th

re
at

en
ed

 t
h

e 
C

ag
e 

its
el

f. 
N

o
w

 s
h

e 
p

rim
ar

ily
ex

is
ts

 
o

n
ly

 
as

 
fic

tio
n

, 
a 

fig
u

re
 

in
 

ch
ild

re
n

’s
 

st
o

rie
s.

” 
G

ra
ce

p
au

se
d

. 
“I

 im
ag

in
e 

th
e 

La
d

y 
o

f 
P

ai
n

 d
ea

lt 
w

ith
 h

er
 a

s 
al

l t
h

re
at

s
to

 S
ig

il 
ar

e 
d

ea
lt 

w
ith

.”
 I

 k
n

ew
 R

av
el

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
 m

az
ed

. 
I 

st
ill

d
id

n
’t 

kn
o

w
 m

u
ch

 o
f h

er
 h

o
m

e,
 t

h
o

u
gh

.
“W

h
at

 is
 t

h
e 

G
ra

y 
W

a
st

e?
”

“A
 b

lig
h

te
d

 p
la

n
e 

th
at

 li
es

 e
ffe

ct
iv

el
y 

‘b
et

w
ee

n
’ B

aa
to

r 
an

d
th

e 
A

b
ys

s.
 I

t 
is

 fr
eq

u
en

tly
 a

 b
at

tle
gr

o
u

n
d

 in
 th

e 
B

lo
o

d 
W

ar
.”

“C
an

 y
o

u
 t

ea
ch

 m
e 

an
yt

h
in

g 
o

f 
th

e 
A

rt
, 

G
ra

ce
?”

 I
 h

ad
 b

ee
n

cu
rio

u
s 

o
f 

th
e 

m
ag

ic
 s

h
e 

w
ie

ld
ed

 s
in

ce
 I

 s
aw

 i
t 

d
e

m
o

n
st

ra
te

d
 i

n
R

u
b

ik
on

.
F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 sh

o
o

k 
h

er
 h

ea
d

 s
lig

ht
ly

. 
“N

o
, 

I 
d

o 
no

t
b

el
ie

ve
 

so
. 

T
h

e 
A

rt
…

 
an

d
 

th
e 

di
sc

ip
lin

es
 

I 
p

ra
ct

ic
e 

ar
e

d
iff

er
en

t.
”

“M
y 

‘p
o

w
er

s,
’ 

as
 y

o
u

 s
ee

 t
h

em
, 

st
e

m
 f

ro
m

 m
y 

fa
ith

, 
no

t
fr

o
m

 
m

an
ip

u
la

tin
g 

en
er

gi
es

 
as

 
th

e 
A

rt
 

d
o

es
. 

T
h

e 
A

rt
 

is
 

a
m

ec
ha

ni
sm

 
b

y 
w

h
ic

h
 

th
e 

po
w

er
 

o
f 

th
e 

m
u

lti
ve

rs
e 

m
a

y 
b

e

L
ow

er
 W

ar
d

15
5

“Y
o

u
 t

ra
ve

l 
w

ith
 o

n
e 

w
h

o
 c

al
ls

 h
im

se
lf 

a ze
rt

h 
an

d
 l

ec
tu

re
s

m
e 

o
n

 m
y 

m
o

ra
lit

y,
 a

n
d

 y
et

 y
o

u
 a

sk
 if

 I
 c

an
 t

ea
ch

 y
o

u
 t

h
e 

W
a

y?
A

sk
 h

im
 to

 t
ea

ch
 y

o
u

, 
fo

r 
I 

w
ill

 n
ot

!”
S

o
 m

u
ch

 f
o

r 
m

y 
id

ea
 o

f 
le

ar
n

in
g 

m
o

re
 o

f 
Z

er
th

im
o

n
 b

y
ta

lk
in

g 
to

 a
 d

iff
er

en
t 

ze
rt

h
. 

I 
d

ec
id

ed
 t

o 
ad

d
re

ss
 t

h
e 

an
im

o
si

ty
b

et
w

ee
n

 h
er

 a
n

d
 D

ak
'k

o
n

.
“W

h
at

 d
id

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

 w
h

en
 y

o
u

 s
ai

d
 I

 w
al

k 
in

 t
h

e 
sh

ad
o

w
 o

f
a 

p
ar

ia
h

?”
“Y

o
u

 w
al

k 
w

ith
 a

 p
ar

ia
h

 a
nd

 y
o

u
 

kn
ow

 n
o

t 
hi

s 
h

is
to

ry
? 

H
e

is
 q

u
ic

k 
to

 s
p

ea
k 

o
th

er
 w

o
rd

s,
 b

ut
 o

f 
h

is
 h

is
to

ry
 h

e 
h

as
 r

e
m

ai
n

ed
si

le
n

t?
 A

sk
 h

im
 o

f 
S

h
ra

'k
t'l

o
r,

 o
f 

th
e 

fa
ll 

o
f 

a 
m

ig
h

ty
 f

o
rt

re
ss

 t
o

th
e 

gi
th

ya
n

ki
, 

an
d

 s
ee

 w
h

at
 h

is
 d

iv
id

ed
 m

in
d

 r
ev

ea
ls

 t
o

 y
o

u
.

A
sk

 h
im

 h
o

w
 h

e 
sp

ea
ks

 w
ith

 Z
er

th
im

o
n

’s
 w

o
rd

s,
 b

u
t 

h
is

 
ka

ra
ch

is
 a

s 
m

is
t.

” 
D

a
k'

ko
n

 b
ro

ke
 in

.
“I

t 
is

 n
ot

 Z
er

th
im

o
n

’s
 w

o
rd

s 
th

at
 l

ac
k 

co
n

vi
ct

io
n

. 
It 

is
 t

h
ei

r
ec

h
o

es
 t

h
at

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 d
is

to
rt

ed
.”

“T
h

er
e 

is
 n

o
 d

o
ub

t,
” 

K
ii'

n
a 

re
p

lie
d

, 
“in

 h
o

w
 Z

er
th

im
o

n
’s

m
in

d
 i

s 
sp

o
ke

n
. 

G
en

er
at

io
n

s 
o

f 
ze

rt
h 

ar
e 

as
 R

ra
km

a’
s 

Je
w

el
, 

o
f

o
n

e 
m

in
d

 o
n

 t
h

is
 m

at
te

r.
 Y

o
u

r 
st

an
ce

 c
ar

rie
s 

w
ith

 i
t 

a 
d

iv
id

ed
m

in
d

. 
T

h
e 

d
o

ub
t 

is
 

yo
u

rs
, 

an
 

ec
h

o
 

ca
st

 
fr

o
m

 
yo

u
r 

o
w

n
fa

ith
le

ss
n

es
s.

” 
D

a
k'

ko
n

 c
al

m
ly

 r
eb

u
tte

d
 h

er
 a

ss
er

tio
n

.
“Y

o
u

r 
w

o
rd

s 
sp

ea
k 

n
o

t 
th

e 
m

in
d

 o
f 

Z
er

th
im

o
n

. 
T

h
ey

 a
re

sh
ap

ed
 o

f 
an

gl
es

 a
n

d
 h

at
e,

 a
s 

if 
m

o
ld

ed
 f

ro
m

 G
ith

’s
 m

in
d

 it
se

lf.
“ 

T
h

is
 e

n
ra

ge
d

 K
ii'

n
a.

“Y
o

u
 s

h
al

l l
ie

 w
ith

 t
h

e 
d

ea
d

 o
f 

S
h

ra
'k

t'l
o

r 
in

 s
h

ift
in

g 
ch

ao
s,

fo
r 

yo
u

 s
ee

 a
ll 

w
ith

 V
ilq

u
ar

’s
 E

ye
. 

Y
o

u
r 

m
in

d
 i

s 
d

iv
id

ed
, 

yo
u

r
ka

ra
ch

 w
ea

k!
”

I 
st

ar
te

d
 

to
 

m
o

ve
 

to
 p

la
ce

 
m

ys
el

f 
b

et
w

ee
n

 
th

em
. 

A
s 

if
se

n
si

n
g 

m
y 

in
te

n
t,

 D
ak

'k
o

n
 s

p
o

ke
 t

o 
m

e 
w

ith
o

u
t 

b
re

ak
in

g 
th

e
ga

ze
 h

e 
h

el
d

 w
ith

 K
ii'

n
a.

“H
o

ld
 f

as
t,

 a
n

d
 d

o
 n

o
t 

st
an

d 
in

 t
h

e 
w

a
y 

o
f 

o
u

r 
b

la
d

es
.”

 I
kn

ew
 D

ak
'k

o
n

, 
w

h
ile

 K
ii'

n
a 

o
b

vi
o

u
sl

y 
d

id
 n

o
t. 

I 
w

as
 n

o
t 

su
re

w
h

et
h

er
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 s
o

u
gh

t 
h

is
 o

w
n

 d
ea

th
, 

o
r 

m
er

el
y 

w
as

 a
b

o
u

t 
to

m
ak

e 
an

o
th

er
 m

is
ta

ke
. 

In
 a

n
y 

ca
se

, 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
h

av
e 

it.
“D

ak
'k

o
n

, 
I 

o
rd

er
 y

o
u

 t
o

 s
to

p
 t

h
is

.”
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 r
el

u
ct

an
tly

lo
w

er
ed

 
h

is
 

b
la

d
e.

 
K

ii'
n

a 
st

ar
ed

 
at

 
h

im
 

in
cr

ed
ul

ou
sl

y 
fo

r 
a

m
o

m
en

t,
 a

n
d

 t
h

en
 a

 s
h

ar
p

 g
rin

 s
p

lit
 h

er
 fe

at
u

re
s.

“T
h

e 
tr

u
th

 a
t 

la
st

. 
Y

o
u

r 
m

in
d 

is
 n

ot
 d

iv
id

ed
. 

Y
ou

 a
re

…
 a

sl
av

e 
to

 t
h

is
 h

u
m

an
. 

H
e 

sp
ea

ks
 w

ith
 a

n
 A

n
ar

ch
’s

 a
u

th
o

rit
y 

to
yo

u
, 

an
d

 y
o

u
 lis

te
n.

” 
D

ak
'k

o
n

, 
st

ill
 c

al
m

, 
re

p
lie

d
.

“Y
o

u
r 

m
in

d
 is

 c
as

t 
in

 G
ith

’s
 m

o
ld

, 
K

ii'
n

a.
”

“L
et

’s
 g

o
, 

D
ak

'k
o

n
.”
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L

ow
er W

ard

I questioned several passerbys about the L
ow

er W
ard, but

learned little, until chancing on som
eone w

atching the passers-
by. I saw

 an older m
an in elegant robes. H

e had bright eyes and
a w

arm
 sm

ile. H
e gave m

e a slight bow
 as I approached.

“G
o

o
d

 d
ay, cu

tter. I am
 S

eb
astio

n
, ho

w
 m

a
y I serve yo

u
?” I

greeted
 h

im
, to

 w
h

ich
 h

e resp
on

d
ed, “G

reetin
gs to

 yo
u

 as w
ell,

cu
tter…

” H
e sto

p
p

ed
 in

 m
id

 sen
ten

ce as h
e no

ticed
 m

y scars. I
sa

w
 h

is eyes travel alo
n

g th
em

 an
d

 h
is eyeb

ro
w

s arch
ed

 in
su

rp
rise. H

e retu
rn

ed
 h

is gaze to
 m

e. “I w
as a
b

o
u

t to ask w
h

at I
co

u
ld do

 fo
r yo

u
, bu

t th
ere is no

 n
eed. I th

in
k I see w

h
y yo

u
ca

m
e to

 see m
e, cu

tter.” I th
en

 asked
 w

h
o

 h
e w

as.
“I a

m
 S

eb
astio

n
, a…

 m
age o

f so
rts. I d

o
 con

tract w
o

rk fo
r

th
o

se w
h

o
 can

 m
eet m

y p
rice.” I fo

llo
w

ed
 u

p
 o

n h
is im

p
lied

o
ffer.“W

h
at…

 are yo
u

 tryin
g to

 sa
y yo

u
 can

 h
elp

 m
e w

ith
 th

ese
scars?

” H
e sm

iled
 at m

e an
d

 sh
ru

gged
 h

is sh
ou

ld
ers.

“P
erh

ap
s, cu

tter, p
erh

ap
s.” H

e lean
ed

 fo
rw

ard
 an

d
 b

egan
 to

exa
m

in
e m

y scars care
fu

lly. H
e ran

 a fin
ger alo

n
g several o

f
th

em
, m

u
m

b
lin

g to
 h

im
self. F

in
ally h

e lo
o

ked
 u

p
 at m

e. “Y
es,

cu
tter, I can

 h
elp

 yo
u

. I can
n

ot cu
re yo

u
, b

u
t I can

 alleviate th
e

w
o

rst o
f yo

u
r…

 co
n

d
ition

.”
“A

n
d

 yo
u

r p
rice?”

“A
h

, yes…
 th

e p
rice.” H

e b
egan

 stro
kin

g h
is ch

in
 and

 stared
at m

e. I go
t th

e im
p

ressio
n

 I w
as b

ein
g w

eigh
ed

 so
m

eh
o

w
. H

e
see

m
ed

 to
 co

m
e to

 so
m

e so
rt o

f a d
ecisio

n
. “I h

ave a job
 th

at I
th

in
k yo

u
 cou

ld
 p

erfo
rm

.”
“I h

ave sign
ed

 a co
n

tract w
ith

 a certain
 creatu

re. I am
 n

o
lo

n
ger ab

le to
 fu

lfill th
e con

tract; it is…
 b

eyo
n

d
 m

y ab
ilities.

H
o

w
e

ver, th
e creatu

re w
ill n

o
t release m

e fro
m

 th
e co

n
tract.

In
stead

 
it h

as 
th

reaten
ed

 
m

e 
w

ith
 

d
eath

 
un

less 
I 

fu
lfill 

th
e

co
n

tract.”
“Let m

e gu
ess: Y

o
u

 w
an

t m
e to

 so
lve th

is p
rob

lem
 fo

r yo
u

.”
H

e sigh
ed

.
“Y

es. I can
n

o
t d

o
 it m

yself. M
y rep

u
tatio

n d
em

an
d

s th
at I

fu
lfill th

e co
n

tract o
r face th

e co
n

seq
u

en
ces. I am

 at yo
u

r m
ercy

in
 th

is regard
. W

ill yo
u

 h
elp m

e?
”

“W
h

at kin
d

 o
f creatu

re are w
e talkin

g ab
o

u
t?”

“A
n

 ab
ish

ai n
am

ed
 G

ro
su

k, cu
tter.” H

e p
au

sed
 to

 gau
ge m

y
reactio

n
. “I kn

o
w

 th
is is a d

ifficu
lt task, b

u
t o

n
e I th

in
k yo

u
 can

h
an

d
le. A

lso
, th

e rew
ard

 I o
ffer yo

u
 is great.” H

e gestu
red

 at m
y

scars.
“W

h
at w

ere yo
u

 co
n

tracted
 to do

?” H
e sh

o
o

k h
is h

ead
.

F
all-F

rom
-G

race, P
art II
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“Y
es, sh

e so
ld

 m
e to

 th
e b

aatezu
, th

e b
loo

d en
em

ies o
f th

e
tan

ar’ri. I th
in

k sh
e rath

er exp
ected

 th
at th

ey w
o

u
ld

 kill m
e —

d
esp

ite h
er kno

w
led

ge o
f o

th
er su

b
jects, sh

e kno
w

s little o
f th

eir
cu

ltu
re and

 th
e d

eligh
t th

ey take in
 to

rm
en

tin
g o

th
ers.”

“H
o

w
 d

id
 yo

u
 escap

e?”
“T

h
e b

aatezu
 are a p

ro
u

d
 sp

ecies. T
h

e th
ou

gh
t a tan

ar’ri
co

u
ld 

b
est 

th
em

 
at 

an
yth

in
g 

w
as 

in
to

lerab
le 

to
 

th
em

. 
S

o
 

I
ch

allen
ged

 o
n

e o
f th

e p
ro

ud
est o

f th
e b

alo
r to

 a con
test o

f
im

p
ro

visatio
n

, and
 m

y tan
ar’ri n

atu
re affo

rd
ed

 m
e an

 ad
van

tage
—

 
yo

u
 

see, 
th

e 
tan

ar’ri 
are 

creatu
res 

o
f 

ch
ao

s, 
w

ild
 

an
d

u
n

pred
ictab

le. 
T

h
e 

b
aatezu

 
are 

m
o

re 
cu

n
n

in
g, 

w
ith

 
o

rd
erly

h
earts. T

h
e

y u
n

d
erstan

d im
p

ro
visatio

n
, bu

t th
ey are n

o
t its b

est
p

ractition
ers. A

n
d

 thu
s, I w

o
n

 m
y fre

ed
o

m
 —

 an
d

 m
y p

ath
b

rou
gh

t m
e to

 S
igil.” V

risch
ika, th

e o
w

n
er o

f th
e C

u
rio

sity
S

h
op

, h
ad

 to
ld

 m
e a d

ifferen
t versio

n
 o

f th
is tale.

“V
risch

ika d
o

esn
’t seem

 to
 care fo

r yo
u

 m
u

ch
.”

“N
o

, sh
e do

es no
t. I d

o no
t b

lam
e h

er. V
risch

ika is a tan
ar’ri

—
 a fien

d
, like I, bu

t o
f a d

ifferen
t so

rt —
 an

 alu
-fien

d
. T

o
u

n
d

erstand
 V

risch
ika, yo

u
 m

u
st u

nd
erstan

d
 th

at tan
ar’ri cu

ltu
re

is ch
ao

s, and
 ch

ao
s b

y n
atu

re, cares n
o

th
in

g fo
r fairn

ess o
r

ju
stice. A

lu
-fien

d
s are vie

w
ed

 as b
ein

g…
 extran

eo
u

s. W
ith

ou
t

p
u

rp
o

se. In
 m

an
y w

a
ys, it is w

o
rse th

an
 a d

eath sen
ten

ce.”
“W

h
at w

as th
at sh

e w
as sa

yin
g ab

o
u

t yo
u

 b
ein

g a b
aatezu

ca
m

p
 fo

llo
w

er?”
“S

u
rely yo

u
 re

m
e

m
b

er w
h

at I to
ld

 yo
u

 abo
u

t m
y p

ast?”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race to
o

k o
n

 a cu
riou

s exp
ressio

n
…

 sh
e seem

ed
 to

b
e stu

d
yin

g m
e fo

r a m
o

m
en

t, tryin
g to

 read
 m

y fe
atu

res. S
h

e
sp

o
ke, an

d
 h

er vo
ice w

as q
u

ieter th
an

 n
o

rm
al. “D

o
es it m

atter?”
It m

attered
, b

u
t no

t b
ecau

se I h
ad

 an
y re

m
ain

in
g d

o
ub

ts ab
ou

t
h

er. I felt co
n

cern
 o

ver h
er, and

 w
ish

ed
 so

m
e id

ea o
f w

h
at sh

e
h

ad
 end

u
red in th

e p
ast.

“T
o

 m
e, yes. I'd

 like to
 kn

o
w

 w
h

o
 I am

 travelin
g w

ith
.”

“In
 an

sw
er to

 yo
u

r q
u

estion
, I w

ill tell yo
u

 th
is: th

e b
aatezu

are n
o

t h
u

m
an

. T
h

eir lu
sts lie in

 p
o

w
er, n

o
t fo

r th
e flesh

, an
d

th
ey care n

o
th

in
g fo

r rap
in

g or ru
ttin

g as hu
m

an
s d

o
 w

h
en

 th
ey

h
o

ld
 ano

th
er h

u
m

an
 p

rison
er. T

h
e to

rm
en

ts o
f th

e b
aatezu

 are
far m

o
re su

b
tle an

d
 far m

o
re d

a
m

a
gin

g th
an

 
any vio

latio
n

 o
f th

e
flesh

, an
d

 th
e scars last far lo

n
ger. Is th

at w
h

at yo
u

 w
ish

ed
 to

kn
o

w
?”

“Y
es. I ju

st w
an

ted
 to

 kno
w

 w
h

o
 it w

as I w
as tra

velin
g

w
ith

.”“I th
ou

gh
t yo

u
 kn

ew
 alread

y.” F
all-fro

m
-G

race in
clin

ed
 h

er
h

ead
 sligh

tly. “I w
a

s m
istaken

.”
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F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, P

ar
t I

I

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 

w
as

 
si

le
nt

 
fo

r 
a 

m
om

en
t, 

th
en

 
no

dd
ed

th
ou

gh
tfu

lly
. 

“Y
es

…
 p

er
h

ap
s 

th
at

 i
s 

w
h

y 
it 

fe
lt 

as
 i

t 
d

id
. 

I…
ca

m
e 

to
 

te
rm

s 
w

ith
 

th
e 

lo
ss

 
lo

n
g 

ag
o

, 
bu

t 
th

e 
n

am
e 

h
as

re
m

ai
n

ed
.”

 C
am

e 
to

 t
er

m
s?

 A
lth

o
u

gh
 s

h
e 

ob
vi

o
u

sl
y 

h
ad

 m
u

ch
p

ra
ct

ic
e 

in
 h

id
in

g 
h

er
 e

m
o

tio
n

s,
 I

 h
ad

 t
ho

u
gh

t 
to

 d
et

ec
t 

a 
tr

ac
e

o
f…

 a
n

gu
is

h
 a

t 
tim

es
 b

eh
in

d 
h

er
 w

o
rd

s.
“A

re
 y

o
u

 s
u

re
 y

o
u

'v
e 

co
m

e 
to

 t
er

m
s 

w
ith

 it
?”

F
al

l-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

 m
et

 m
y 

g
az

e,
 a

n
d

 I
 w

as
 o

n
ce

 a
ga

in
 s

tr
u

ck
b

y 
th

e 
b

ri
lli

an
t 

sh
ad

e 
o

f 
b

lu
e 

o
f 

h
er

 e
ye

s…
 it

 w
as

 t
u

rb
u

le
nt

, 
lik

e
th

e 
o

ce
an

 b
ef

o
re

 a
 s

to
rm

. 
“I

 h
ad

 t
ho

u
gh

t 
so

. 
Y

et
, 

in
 s

p
ea

ki
n

g 
to

yo
u

, 
yo

u
 h

av
e 

ca
u

se
d

 m
e 

to
 r

ea
liz

e 
so

m
e 

th
in

gs
.”

 S
h

e 
sm

ile
d

.
“Y

o
u

 h
av

e 
m

y 
th

an
ks

.”
“W

el
l, 

if 
yo

u
 w

an
t 

to
 t

al
k 

ab
ou

t i
t,

 le
t 

m
e 

kn
o

w
, 

al
l r

ig
h

t?
”

S
h

e 
no

dd
ed

. 
“Y

ou
 a

re
 m

o
st

 k
in

d
. 

I 
w

ill
 d

o 
so

.”
 S

h
e 

w
as

 a
fie

n
d

, 
w

h
at

 w
as

 c
o

m
m

o
n

ly
 t

h
o

u
gh

t 
o

f 
as

 e
vi

l 
in

ca
rn

at
e,

 a
t 

le
as

t
b

y 
b

ir
th

. 
I 

w
o

nd
er

ed
 w

h
at

 s
h

e 
th

o
u

gh
t o

f h
er

 p
eo

p
le

.
“A

n
d

 y
o

u
 a

re
 a

 ta
n

ar
’ri

?”
“T

h
at

 i
s 

co
rr

ec
t. 

I 
am

 a
 l

es
se

r 
ta

n
ar

’ri
, 

m
o

re
 s

p
ec

ifi
ca

lly
, 

a
su

cc
u

b
u

s.
” 

S
h

e 
ga

ve
 a

 s
o

ft 
si

gh
. 

“I
'm

 a
fr

ai
d

 w
e’

re
 a

 l
itt

le
 t

o
o

co
m

m
o

n
 i

n
 t

h
e 

Lo
w

er
 P

la
n

es
 a

nd
 e

ls
ew

h
er

e 
fo

r 
o

u
r 

o
w

n
 g

o
od

.
M

o
st

 o
f 

m
y 

ra
ce

 s
p

en
d

 t
h

ei
r 

tim
e 

se
d

u
ci

n
g 

m
o

rt
al

s 
w

ith
 v

ar
io

u
s

p
le

as
u

re
s 

o
f t

h
e 

fle
sh

.”
“A

n
d

 y
o

u
…

?”
“I

'd
 li

ke
 t

o
 t

h
in

k 
th

at
 I

 h
av

e 
d

is
ta

n
ce

d
 m

ys
el

f 
fr

o
m

 t
h

at
…

 i
t

is
 u

lti
m

at
el

y 
a 

tr
iv

ia
l 

an
d

 n
on

-p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

w
a

y 
fo

r 
o

n
e 

to
 s

p
en

d
o

n
e’

s 
tim

e 
h

er
e 

in
 t

h
e 

m
u

lti
ve

rs
e.

 T
h

er
e 

is
 m

u
ch

 m
o

re
 t

o
 l

ife
,

w
o

u
ld

n
’t 

yo
u

 a
gr

ee
?”

 I
 w

as
 c

u
rio

u
s 

ho
w

 s
h

e 
h

ad
 a

cc
o

m
p

lis
h

ed
th

is
 d

is
ta

n
ci

n
g 

fr
o

m
 h

er
 o

ri
gi

n
s.

“H
o

w
 d

id
 y

o
u

 e
n

d
 u

p
 in

 S
ig

il?
”

“I
t 

is
 a

 lo
n

g 
ta

le
, 

an
d

 n
ot

 a
s 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

as
 s

o
m

e 
w

o
u

ld
 m

ak
e

it 
ou

t 
to

 b
e.

” 
S

h
e 

si
gh

ed
. 

“I
t 

is
 in

te
rt

w
in

ed
 i

n 
o

th
er

 t
al

es
 o

f 
w

ar
an

d
 s

la
ve

ry
 —

 it
 is

 n
o

t 
a 

pl
ea

sa
n

t 
ta

le
.”

“I
 w

o
u

ld
 s

til
l h

ea
r 

it.
”

“V
er

y 
w

el
l…

 k
n

o
w

 m
y 

p
as

t 
is

 n
o

t 
a 

lo
n

g 
o

n
e,

 a
t 

le
as

t 
b

y
ta

n
ar

’ri
 

st
an

d
ar

d
s.

 
T

h
e 

ta
n

ar
’ri

 
ar

e 
a 

ra
ce

 
o

f 
th

e 
A

b
ys

s,
 

a
st

ag
g

er
ed

 s
er

ie
s 

o
f 

P
la

n
es

 f
ill

ed
 w

ith
 c

h
ao

s 
an

d
 e

vi
l 

h
ea

rt
s.

 I
gr

e
w

 u
p

 u
p

on
 t

h
e 

fir
st

 p
la

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

A
b

ys
s.

 M
y 

m
o

th
er

 w
as

 a
su

cc
u

b
u

s 
h

er
se

lf 
—

 a
s 

I'm
 s

u
re

 y
o

u
 a

re
 a

w
ar

e,
 s

u
cc

u
b

i 
te

m
p

t
m

o
rt

al
s 

to
 b

rin
g 

th
ei

r 
so

u
ls

 to
 t

h
e 

A
b

ys
s.

 M
y 

m
o

th
er

 w
as

 a
m

o
n

g
th

e 
fin

es
t,

 
se

d
u

ci
n

g 
co

u
n

tle
ss

 
m

o
rt

al
 

m
en

 
to

 
th

ei
r 

et
er

n
al

d
am

n
at

io
n

. 
S

h
e 

no
w

 d
w

el
ls

 i
n

 t
h

e 
A

b
ys

s,
 s

el
lin

g 
h

er
 c

h
ild

re
n

in
to

 s
la

ve
ry

.”
“Y

o
u

r 
m

o
th

er
 s

o
ld

 y
o

u
 in

to
 s

la
ve

ry
?”

L
ow

er
 W

ar
d

15
7

“I
 c

an
n

o
t 

re
ve

al
 t

h
at

 i
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
, 

cu
tt

er
. 

I 
am

 m
a

gi
ca

lly
b

o
un

d 
no

t 
to

. 
T

h
at

 is
 w

h
y 

p
eo

p
le

 c
o

m
e 

to
 m

e.
 T

h
ey

 k
n

o
w

 t
h

at
 if

I 
ac

ce
p

t 
a 

co
n

tr
ac

t, 
it 

w
ill

 b
e 

h
an

d
le

d
 w

ith
 d

is
cr

et
io

n.
”

A
 f

ie
n

d
. 

It 
di

dn
’t 

h
el

p
 m

y 
o

p
in

io
n

 o
f 

S
eb

as
tio

n
 t

h
at

 h
e 

d
ea

lt
w

ith
 s

u
ch

 a
 c

re
at

u
re

, 
bu

t 
I 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
se

e 
le

tti
n

g 
h

im
 d

ie
 b

ec
au

se
o

f i
t.

 I
 a

gr
ee

d
 t

o
 h

el
p

. H
e 

ga
ve

 m
e 

th
e 

d
et

ai
ls

.
“T

h
an

k 
yo

u
, 

cu
tt

er
. 

Y
ou

 w
ill

 n
ee

d
 a

 m
ag

ic
 w

ea
p

o
n

 t
o

 c
au

se
it 

an
y 

h
ar

m
, 

so
 c

h
ec

k 
w

ith
 s

o
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
sh

o
p

s 
if 

yo
u

 d
o

 n
o

t 
o

w
n

o
n

e.
 A

 s
p

el
l 

ca
st

er
 c

an
 h

ar
m

 i
t 

as
 w

el
l. 

G
ro

su
k 

ca
n

 b
e 

fo
u

n
d 

to
th

e 
ea

st
, 

b
ey

o
n

d
 th

e 
si

eg
e 

to
w

er
.”

“S
ie

ge
 t

o
w

er
?”

“Y
es

, 
o

ve
r 

b
e

yo
n

d
 t

h
e 

m
ar

ke
t.

 D
am

n
ed

 t
h

in
g 

ju
st

 a
pp

ea
re

d
o

n
e 

d
ay

, 
se

ve
ra

l 
ye

ar
s 

b
ac

k.
 N

o
 o

n
e 

kn
o

w
s 

w
h

y 
an

d
 n

o
 o

n
e

se
e

m
s 

ab
le

 t
o

 g
et

 in
si

d
e 

it 
to

 fi
nd

 o
u

t.
”

I 
as

ke
d

 h
im

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

e 
m

ar
ke

t 
ar

ea
 w

e 
w

er
e 

in
.

“T
h

is
 i

s 
a 

co
m

m
o

n
 m

ar
ke

t,
 c

u
tt

er
. 

T
h

er
e 

ar
e 

m
an

y 
th

in
gs

fo
r 

sa
le

 h
er

e.
 S

p
el

ls
, 

po
tio

n
s,

 i
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
, 

w
o

m
en

, 
m

en
…

 J
u

st
ab

o
u

t a
n

yt
h

in
g,

 if
 y

o
u

 c
an

 a
ffo

rd
 t

h
e 

p
ri

ce
.”

I t
h

en
 a

sk
ed

 a
bo

u
t t

h
e 

w
ar

d
 it

se
lf.

“T
h

is
 i

s 
th

e 
Lo

w
er

 
W

ar
d

, 
cu

tt
er

, 
ho

m
e 

o
f 

th
e 

co
m

m
o

n
p

eo
p

le
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
in

du
st

ria
l 

si
d

e 
o

f 
S

ig
il.

 I
t’s

 n
o

t 
th

e 
sl

u
m

s 
o

f 
th

e
H

iv
e,

 y
et

 it
 h

o
ld

s 
no

 s
p

le
n

do
r 

su
ch

 a
s 

th
e 

La
d

y’
s 

W
ar

d
.”

I 
as

ke
d

, 
“W

h
y 

is
 i

t 
ca

lle
d

 t
h

e 
Lo

w
er

 W
ar

d
?”

 H
e 

le
t 

o
u

t 
a

sh
o

rt
 la

u
gh

 a
nd

 s
h

ru
gg

ed
 h

is
 s

ho
u

ld
er

s.
“T

h
at

 d
ep

en
d

s 
on

 y
o

u
r 

po
in

t 
o

f 
vi

e
w

, 
cu

tt
er

. 
T

h
e 

ri
ch

 s
ay

it’
s 

b
ec

au
se

 t
h

is
 is

 t
h

e 
h

o
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
co

m
m

o
n

 o
r 

lo
w

er
 c

la
ss

es
. 

If
yo

u
 a

sk
 t

h
o

se
 w

h
o

 li
ve

 h
er

e 
it’

s 
b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
th

e 
po

rt
al

s…
 a

n
d 

th
e

in
ci

d
en

t.”
“T

h
e 

in
ci

d
en

t?
” 

I e
ch

o
ed

.
“Y

es
…

” 
H

e 
fr

o
w

n
ed

 a
s 

h
e 

p
au

se
d

 t
o

 t
h

in
k.

 “
A

 l
o

n
g 

tim
e

ag
o

 t
h

is
 w

as
 k

n
o

w
n

 a
s 

th
e 

P
ri

m
e 

W
ar

d
. 

P
eo

p
le

 n
ew

 t
o

 t
h

e 
ci

ty
w

er
e 

p
la

ce
d

 h
er

e 
an

d
 n

o
t 

al
lo

w
ed

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 a

ll 
o

f 
S

ig
il.

 T
h

er
e

w
er

e 
m

an
y 

o
th

er
 r

es
tr

ic
tio

n
s 

p
la

ce
d

 u
p

on
 t

h
em

 a
s 

w
el

l…
 S

o
m

e
b

er
k 

to
o

k 
o

ffe
n

se
 t

o
 t

h
at

 a
nd

 d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 f
o

rm
 a

 r
eb

el
lio

n
. 

It
w

en
t 

n
o

w
h

er
e,

 
o

f 
co

u
rs

e,
 

u
n

til
 

h
e 

m
ad

e 
a 

fa
sc

in
at

in
g

d
is

co
ve

ry
…

”
“Y

o
u

 s
ee

, 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

a 
lo

t 
o

f 
p

o
rt

al
s 

in
 t

h
is

 a
re

a 
o

f 
th

e 
ci

ty
an

d
 m

o
st

 o
f 

th
em

 o
p

en
 o

n
to

 t
h

e 
Lo

w
er

 P
la

n
es

. 
W

el
l, 

th
at

 b
ar

m
y

b
er

k 
fo

u
n

d
 a

 w
a

y 
to

 o
p

en
 t

h
em

 a
ll 

at
 o

n
ce

. 
H

e 
al

lo
w

ed
 

an
yt

hi
ng

th
at

 w
an

te
d

 t
o

 c
o

m
e 

th
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
po

rt
al

s 
in

to
 t

h
e 

ci
ty

. 
It 

b
ec

am
e

q
u

ite
 b

lo
o

d
y;

 a
 t

er
ri

b
le

 w
ar

 e
n

su
ed

. 
A

n
yw

a
y,

 t
h

at
’s

 w
h

y 
th

is
 i

s
kn

o
w

n
 a

s 
th

e lo
w

er
 w

ar
d

. 
B

ec
au

se
 o

f t
h

e 
p

o
rt

al
s.

”
“S

eb
as

tio
n

, h
o

w
 d

id
 th

is
 p

er
so

n
 o

p
en

 a
ll 

th
e 

ga
te

s?
”
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L

ow
er W

ard

“H
e u

sed
 an

 item
 th

at h
e eith

er h
ad

 co
m

m
issio

n
ed

 o
r m

ad
e

h
im

self. 
W

h
at 

w
as 

it 
called

…
” 

H
e 

p
au

sed
 

to
 

th
in

k 
fo

r 
a

m
o

m
en

t. “A
h

, I rem
e

m
b

er, th
e S

h
ad

o
w

-S
o

rcelled
 K

ey…
” A

t
th

e m
en

tio
n

 o
f th

e ke
y I b

egan
 to

 feel d
izzy, th

e w
o

rld
 aro

un
d

m
e fro

ze, an
d

 everyth
in

g tu
rn

ed
 gray. I sen

sed
 a p

ast m
e

m
o

ry
tryin

g to
 fo

rce it’s w
a

y in
to

 m
y co

n
scio

u
sn

ess. I relaxed
, an

d
 let

it co
m

e.
T

h
e 

w
o

rld
 

arou
nd

 
m

e 
fad

ed
 

an
d

 
I 

fo
un

d 
m

yself 
in

 
th

e
d

arken
ed

 streets o
f S

igil. M
y h

eart w
as p

o
un

d
in

g, tryin
g to

b
reak free fro

m
 m

y ch
est; m

y b
reath

 ca
m

e in
 rag

ged
 gasp

s. I
h

ad
 b

een run
n

in
g fo

r h
ou

rs it seem
ed

, an
d

 yet I co
u

ld
 n

ot stop
…

I tu
rn

ed
 a co

rn
er an

d en
tered

 an alley, fin
ally slo

w
in

g m
y

fligh
t. I felt m

y stren
gth

 fad
e as I lean

ed
 again

st a n
earb

y w
all

an
d

 tried
 to catch

 m
y b

reath
. I b

ecam
e a

w
are o

f so
m

eth
in

g h
ard

p
ressed

 in
to

 th
e p

alm
 o

f m
y h

an
d

. G
lan

cin
g d

o
w

n
 I op

en
ed

 m
y

clen
ch

ed
 fist to

 stare at th
e gem

 em
b

ed
d

ed
 in

 th
e flesh

.
M

y b
o

d
y sa

gged
 to

w
ard

 th
e w

all u
n

til m
y fo

reh
ead

 to
u

ch
ed

its co
ld

, d
am

p
 su

rface. M
y e

yes clo
sed

 an
d

 I fo
rced

 m
yself to

take slo
w

 d
eep

 b
reath

s. Ju
st as I felt m

y stren
gth

 retu
rn

in
g I

h
eard

 a fain
t n

oise an
d

 in
stan

tly sn
ap

p
ed to fu

ll aw
aren

ess. I
tu

rn
ed to loo

k to
w

ard
 th

e alley m
o

u
th

.
A

t first I sa
w

 n
o

th
in

g, ju
st gh

o
st visio

n
s cau

sed
 b

y th
e

sh
ad

o
w

s o
f th

e n
igh

t. I w
as ab

o
u

t to
 tu

rn
 aw

a
y w

h
en

 a sligh
t

m
o

ve
m

en
t cau

gh
t m

y e
ye. S

lo
w

ly, a fe
m

ale fo
rm

 glid
ed

 aro
u

nd
th

e 
co

rn
er, 

p
au

sed, 
an

d 
th

en
 

tu
rn

ed
 

to
 

face 
m

e. 
M

y 
e

ye
s

travelled
 fro

m
 h

er slen
d

er w
aist to

w
ard

 h
er fu

ll b
o

so
m

, an
d

 th
en

h
er b

lad
e-en

sh
rou

d
ed face. E

ven
 in

 th
e d

arkn
ess I cou

ld see h
er

co
ld

, em
o

tion
less e

yes…
T

h
e m

e
m

o
ry fad

ed
 an

d
 m

y n
o

rm
al visio

n
 retu

rn
ed

. I w
as

stan
d

in
g b

efo
re S

eb
astio

n
 in

 th
e m

arket. H
e w

as lo
o

kin
g at m

e
w

ith
 so

m
e co

n
cern

, b
u

t th
is p

assed
 w

h
en

 h
e saw

 th
at I w

as all
righ

t. “T
h

o
u

gh
t I lo

st yo
u

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t th

ere, cu
tter.”

“W
h

at b
eca

m
e o

f th
is S

h
ado

w
-S

o
rcelled

 K
ey?

”
“N

o
 o

n
e kno

w
s. T

h
e ke

y h
as b

een
 lo

st fo
r so

m
e tim

e n
o

w
.

M
an

y b
elieve th

e L
ad

y o
f P

ain
 to

o
k th

e key to
 p

reven
t it ever

b
ein

g u
sed

 again
.”

“S
o

, w
h

at w
as th

e o
u

tco
m

e o
f th

e reb
ellio

n
?” H

e th
ou

gh
t

fo
r a m

o
m

en
t.

“W
ell…

 E
veryo

n
e, excep

t th
e lead

er, w
as given

 p
ages in

th
e 

d
ead

-b
oo

k. 
T

h
e 

lead
er 

an
d

 
th

e 
creatu

res 
ju

st 
u

p 
an

d
van

ish
ed

 on
e d

ay, su
rely th

e Lad
y’s w

o
rk. T

h
e su

rvivo
rs fled

th
e w

ard
. T

h
e fu

m
es o

f th
e Lo

w
er P

lan
es h

ad
 p

o
llu

ted
 th

e air,

F
all-F

rom
-G

race, P
art II
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FA
LL-F

R
O

M
-G

R
A

C
E

, P
A

R
T

 II

A
t 

an 
inn, 

w
e 

settled 
into 

our 
now

 
custom

ary 
sleeping

arrangem
ents. I shared a room

 w
ith M

orte. D
ak’kon and A

nnah
w

ere together. F
all-F

rom
-G

race, w
ho up to now

 had taken a
room

 by herself, agreed to share it w
ith N

ordom
.

I 
w

en
t 

in
to

 
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce’s 

ro
o

m
 

to
 

talk 
to

 
h

er,
p

reten
d

in
g n

ot to
 h

ear M
o

rte’s co
m

m
en

ts. O
n

ce I en
tered

 h
er

ro
o

m
, I tried

 to
 igno

re N
o

rd
o

m
, w

h
o

 w
as in

 th
e co

rn
er, talkin

g
to

 his cro
ssb

o
w

s…
 o

r th
e clickin

g w
as h

is cro
ssb

o
w

s talkin
g to

h
im

, I w
a

sn
’t q

uite su
re w

h
ich

. I decid
ed

 to
 start b

y askin
g

ab
o

u
t so

m
eth

in
g I h

ad w
o

n
d

ered
 sin

ce I h
ad

 m
et F

all-F
ro

m
-

G
ra

ce.
“H

o
w

 d
id

 yo
u

 co
m

e b
y th

e n
am

e ‘F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race

?’ ”
“T

h
e m

e
an

in
g o

f n
am

e
s is a co

m
p

licated
 su

b
ject. T

h
ere is

m
u

ch
 to

 b
e said

, an
d a great d

eal th
at is b

etter left u
n

said
.”

“Is F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race yo

u
r real n

am
e?

”
“P

erh
ap

s.” 
S

h
e 

sm
iled

 
sligh

tly. 
“P

erh
ap

s 
n

ot. 
T

h
ere 

are
n

am
e

s w
h

ich
 are given

 an
d

 n
am

es w
h

ich
 are earn

ed
. W

h
o

 is to
sa

y w
h

ich
 is th

e real on
e?” T

h
e su

b
ject o

f n
am

es w
a

s so
m

eth
in

g
I h

ad
 given

 con
sid

erab
le th

ou
gh

t to recen
tly. T

h
ere w

as alm
o

st
n

o
th

in
g I w

o
u

ld
n

’t give to
 kn

o
w

 m
y first n

a
m

e, th
at carried

 b
y

m
y first in

carn
atio

n.
“I th

in
k th

e n
am

e w
h

ich
 is given

 carries th
e greater w

eigh
t.”

“T
h

at m
a

y b
e so

. W
h

y d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k th
at?”

“B
ecau

se 
it 

is 
h

o
w

 
p

eo
p

le 
p

erceive 
yo

u
. 

A
n

d
 

th
eir

p
ercep

tio
n

s m
a

y o
u

tw
eigh

 yo
u

r u
nd

erstan
din

g o
f yo

u
rself.”

G
ra

ce n
o

d
d

ed. “Y
o

u
r po

int is w
ell-taken

.” S
o

 far sh
e h

ad
avo

id
ed

 an
sw

erin
g m

y q
u

estio
n

.
“S

o
 w

h
y are yo

u
 called

 F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race?”

“W
o

u
ld

 
it 

m
atter?” 

S
h

e 
sm

iled
. 

“It 
is 

a 
given

 
n

a
m

e,”
th

ro
w

in
g m

y o
w

n
 an

sw
er b

ack at m
e.

“It m
atters to

 m
e. I w

o
u

ld
 like to

 kno
w

 h
o

w
 yo

u
 cam

e to
 b

e
called

 th
at.”

“I h
ave fallen

 fro
m

 m
y p

eo
p

le…
 so

m
e w

o
u

ld
 say risen

 fro
m

m
y p

eo
p

le, p
erh

ap
s, b

u
t ‘fall’ feels m

o
re righ

t to
 m

e.” S
h

e
lo

o
ked

 at m
e q

u
estion

in
gly. “D

o
es th

at m
a

ke sen
se?

”
“Y

es, it d
o

es. A
fter all, ‘fall’ carries w

ith
 it an

 u
nd

erlyin
g

sen
se o

f lo
ss.”
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M
es

sa
ge

 F
ro

m
 R

av
el

“U
n

lo
ck

 t
h

e 
ke

y?
 W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 m

e
an

?”
“A

-k
n

o
w

in
g 

th
e 

ke
y 

is
 N

O
T
 

en
o

u
gh

, 
so

 
R

av
el

 
th

in
ks

.
K

n
o

w
in

g 
it 

an
d 

un
lo

ck
in

g 
it,

 t
w

o
 t

as
ks

 t
h

at
 m

u
st

 b
e 

jo
in

ed
…

 fo
r

at
 t

im
es

, 
a 

th
in

g 
kn

o
w

s 
n

o
t 

its
 n

at
u

re
…

 b
u

t 
yo

u
 a

re
 n

o
 s

tr
an

ge
r

to
 t

h
at

…
” 

R
av

el
 c

ac
kl

ed
, 

a 
lo

n
g,

 h
id

eo
u

s 
cr

y 
th

at
 f

ill
ed

 m
y 

e
ar

s
w

ith
 p

ai
n

…
“R

av
el

…
 h

o
w

 a
m

 I
 t

al
ki

n
g 

to
 y

o
u

, 
if 

th
is

 i
s 

so
m

eo
n

e 
el

se
’s

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

?”
“O

f 
st

o
n

es
 a

n
d

 e
xp

er
ie

n
ce

s 
an

d
 t

el
lin

g 
w

ill
 R

av
el

 d
o

, 
bu

t
n

o
t 

th
e 

te
lli

n
g 

o
f 

h
o

w
 s

h
e 

sp
ea

ks
 t

o
 y

o
u

 n
o

w
.”

 S
h

e 
sp

o
ke

so
o

th
in

gl
y.

 “
M

an
y 

ar
e 

th
e 

b
ra

n
ch

in
gs

 a
n

d
 t

w
is

tin
gs

 o
f 

R
av

el
,

an
d

 m
an

y 
ar

e 
h

er
 

se
cr

et
s.

 I
 n

ee
d

 y
o

u
, 

an
d

 I
 n

ee
d

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
in

g
o

f 
th

is
.”

 I
 s

en
se

d
 s

h
e 

h
ad

 g
iv

en
 m

e 
al

l 
th

e 
h

el
p 

sh
e 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

su
ffi

ci
en

t,
 a

n
d

 w
o

u
ld

 s
h

ar
e 

no
 m

o
re

. 
A

s 
I 

st
ar

te
d

 t
o

 w
ill

 m
ys

el
f

to
 e

nd
 t

h
e 

ex
ep

er
ie

n
ce

, 
sh

e 
su

rp
ris

ed
 m

e 
b

y 
m

a
ki

n
g 

a 
fin

al
o

ffe
r. “R

et
u

rn
 —

 I
 w

ill
 g

iv
e 

w
h

at
 h

el
p

 I
 c

an
…

” 
R

av
el

 g
av

e 
a 

fin
al

sm
ile

, 
a 

h
o

rr
ib

le
, 

ye
llo

w
 f

an
ge

d
 g

ri
n

; 
a 

b
la

ck
is

h
 t

o
n

gu
e 

d
ar

te
d

fr
o

m
 h

er
 l

ip
s 

an
d

 l
in

ge
re

d
 a

t 
th

e 
ed

ge
, 

te
as

in
g.

 “
B

u
t 

in
 t

h
e 

en
d

,
o

n
ly

 t
h

e 
on

e 
q

u
es

tio
n 

re
m

ai
n

s…
”

“W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 m
ea

n
, 

R
av

el
?”

“O
n

ly
 o

n
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
, 

th
is

 I
 a

sk
…

” 
R

av
el

’s
 e

ye
s 

b
la

ze
d

 l
ik

e
fir

es
, 

th
e 

re
d

 li
gh

t 
tu

rn
in

g 
h

er
 f

ac
e 

b
lo

od
-r

ed
. 

“W
h

at
 c

an
 c

h
an

ge
th

e 
n

at
ur

e 
o

f a
 m

an
?

”
A

t 
th

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

, 
I 

fe
lt 

a 
tr

em
o

r 
p

as
s 

th
ro

u
gh

, 
lik

e 
th

un
d

er
,

an
d

 I
 f

el
t 

m
ys

el
f b

ur
n…

 I
 q

ui
ck

ly
 f

o
rc

ed
 m

ys
el

f 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
st

o
n

e.
M

y 
vi

si
o

n
 c

le
ar

ed
, 

u
n

til
 I

 w
as

 s
ta

n
d

in
g 

on
ce

 a
ga

in
 b

ef
o

re
 t

h
e

h
id

eo
u

sl
y 

gr
ee

n
 s

to
n

e…
it 

lo
o

ke
d

 d
iff

er
en

t 
th

an
 b

ef
o

re
, 

m
o

re
…

h
o

rr
id

, 
so

m
eh

o
w

.
T

h
is

 t
im

e 
I 

h
ad

 h
ad

 e
no

u
gh

. 
I 

le
ft 

th
e 

F
es

th
al

l, 
to

 f
in

d
 a

p
la

ce
 t

o
 s

le
ep

 fo
r 

th
e 

n
ig

h
t.

L
ow

er
 W

ar
d

15
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yo
u 

se
e.

 A
ny

w
ay

, t
he

 w
ar

d 
re

m
ai

ne
d 

de
se

rt
ed

 u
nt

il
 th

e 
F

ou
nd

ry
w

a
s 

ev
en

tu
al

ly
 b

u
ilt

.”
“W

h
at

 c
an

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
F

ou
nd

ry
?”

 H
e 

fr
o

w
n

ed
.

“I
t 

is
 t

h
e 

ho
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
G

o
d

sm
en

, 
cu

tt
er

. 
If 

yo
u

 h
av

e 
an

y
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
em

, 
I 

su
gg

es
t 

yo
u

 g
o

 t
o 

th
e 

F
ou

nd
ry

 t
o

as
k 

th
e

m
.”

I 
d

ec
id

ed
 t

o
 s

ee
 i

f 
I 

co
u

ld
 t

ra
ck

 d
o

w
n

 S
eb

as
tio

n
’s

 f
ie

n
d

,
w

h
ile

 a
ls

o
 s

ee
in

g 
so

m
e 

m
o

re
 o

f t
h

e 
w

ar
d

.
P

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

m
ar

ke
t 

ar
ea

 w
as

 i
n

d
o

o
rs

, 
in

si
d

e 
a 

lo
n

g,
 o

p
en

b
u

ild
in

g 
w

ith
 a

 n
in

et
y 

d
eg

re
e 

b
en

d
 h

al
f 

w
a

y 
d

o
w

n
 i

ts
 l

en
gt

h
.

W
e 

w
al

ke
d

 a
m

o
n

g 
th

e 
d

iff
er

en
t 

m
er

ch
an

ts
, 

an
d

 I
 s

to
pp

ed
 t

o
 t

al
k

to
 a

 y
o

u
n

g 
bo

y.
H

e 
h

ad
 p

al
e,

 y
el

lo
w

 s
ki

n
. 

H
is

 c
lo

th
es

 w
er

e 
d

ir
ty

 a
n

d
 in

 n
ee

d
o

f 
m

en
d

in
g.

 C
u

rr
en

tly
 h

e 
w

a
s 

te
n

d
in

g 
a 

fu
rn

ac
e.

“G
re

et
in

gs
.”

 H
e 

tu
rn

ed
 a

n
d 

ga
ve

 a
 h

al
f-

sm
ile

 a
s 

h
e 

se
t 

d
o

w
n

h
is

 w
o

rk
.

“H
ai

l…
 d

o
 y

a 
n

ee
d

 s
o

m
e 

h
el

p
?”

 I 
re

p
lie

d
 th

at
 I 

di
d

.
“A

ye
, 

a
ye

, 
I'd

 b
e 

p
le

as
ed

 t
a 

h
el

p
 y

a 
if 

I 
co

u
ld

…
” 

T
h

e 
b

o
y

lo
o

ke
d

 g
ra

te
fu

l 
n

o
t 

to
 b

e 
to

ili
n

g 
o

ve
r 

th
e 

fu
rn

ac
e.

 “
W

h
at

 i
s 

it 
I

ca
n

 a
n

sw
er

 f
er

 y
e?

”
“W

h
at

 is
 t

h
is

 p
la

ce
?”

“T
h

is
 

p
la

ce
?”

 
H

e 
gl

an
ce

d
 

ar
o

u
nd

. 
“I

t’s
 

th
e 

O
p

en
-A

ir
M

ar
ke

t.
 L

o
tt

a 
b

u
ye

rs
 a

n
d

 s
el

le
rs

 c
o

m
e 

h
er

e 
ta

 s
et

 u
p

 t
h

ei
r 

ki
p

fe
r 

th
e 

d
a

y.
 I

 b
ee

n
 h

er
e 

fe
r 

a 
go

o
d

 t
im

e,
 I

 b
ee

n
 w

o
rk

in
’ h

er
e 

fe
r

a 
w

h
ile

 u
n

d
er

 t
h

e 
ey

e 
o

f 
m

e 
D

a.
” 

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
 l

itt
le

 d
is

ta
nt

.
“O

n
e 

d
ay

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e 
ru

nn
in

’ h
is

 s
ta

ll,
 I

 c
ou

ld
.”

“C
an

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
ab

o
u

t 
th

is
 w

ar
d

?”
 H

e 
n

o
dd

ed
.

“O
h

, 
ay

e,
 t

h
is

 h
er

e’
s 

th
e 

Lo
w

er
 W

ar
d

. 
C

o
m

m
o

n
 f

o
lk

 l
iv

e
h

er
e,

 l
ik

e 
m

e 
an

 m
e 

D
a.

” 
H

is
 e

ye
s 

w
id

en
ed

 a
 b

it 
an

d
 h

e 
lo

o
ke

d
ex

ci
te

d
. 

“D
o

 y
a 

kn
o

w
 w

h
y 

it’
s 

ca
lle

d
 t

h
e 

Lo
w

er
 W

ar
d

?”
S

in
ce

 h
e 

se
em

ed
 e

a
ge

r 
to

 e
xp

la
in

, 
I 

en
co

u
ra

ge
d

 h
im

 t
o

 g
o

o
n

. “W
el

l, 
as

 i
t’s

 r
ec

ko
n

ed
, 

th
e 

w
ar

d
’s

 g
o

t 
a 

m
es

s 
o

f 
p

o
rt

al
s 

ta
th

e 
Lo

w
er

 P
la

n
es

 a
ll 

rid
d

le
d 

th
ro

u
gh

 it
 li

ke
 c

h
ee

se
, 

so
 it

 d
o

es
, 

so
I s

'p
o

se
 t

h
at

 th
at

’s
 w

h
y 

th
e 

n
a

m
e 

st
u

ck
.”

 H
e 

sm
ile

d
 p

ro
u

d
ly

.
“D

o
 a

n
y 

cr
e

at
u

re
s 

ev
er

 c
o

m
e 

o
u

t 
o

f 
th

es
e 

p
o

rt
al

s?
” 

H
is

 e
ye

s
gr

e
w

 a
 li

tt
le

 w
id

er
.

“A
ye

, 
th

e
y 

d
o

. 
M

o
st

 o
f 

‘e
m

 j
es

t 
st

o
p

p
in

’ 
th

ro
u

gh
…

” 
H

e
sw

al
lo

w
ed

 n
er

vo
u

sl
y 

an
d

 lo
o

ke
d

 w
o

rr
ie

d
.

“Y
o

u
 lo

o
k 

n
er

vo
u

s,
 y

o
u

'v
e 

se
en

 t
h

is
 y

o
u

rs
el

f?
”

“A
ye

, 
I'v

e 
se

en
 

it…
” 

H
e 

p
au

se
d

 
an

d
 

sw
al

lo
w

ed
 

ag
ai

n
.

“T
'w

as
 ju

st
 la

st
 w

ee
k 

o
r 

so
, 

I 
sa

w
 a

 c
o

u
p

le
 a

b
is

h
ai

 c
o

m
e 

th
ro

u
gh
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L

ow
er W

ard

a p
o

rtal. T
h

e
y talked

 a go
o

d
 b

it an
’ th

en
 o

n
e o

f em
 w

en
t b

ack
th

rou
gh

. T
h

e on
e th

a’ stayed
 is still th

ere…
” H

e fro
w

n
ed

.
“W

h
at w

ere th
e

y talkin
g ab

o
u

t?”
“I d

u
nn

o fo
r su

re, ta m
e it w

as ju
st h

issin
’ an

 su
ch

, b
ut I

th
in

k th
ey w

as talkin
’ ab

o
ut th

e T
o

w
er.” H

e sh
ru

gged
.

“T
h

e T
o

w
er?”

“A
ye, th

a’s o
n

e o
f th

e stran
gest sigh

ts ta b
e in

 th
e W

ard
. N

o
o

n
e really kn

o
w

s h
o

w
 lo

n
g th

at scarred
 o

ld to
w

er h
as b

een
aro

u
nd

…
 ye can

’t get in
to

 it, y'kn
o

w
. B

o
lted

 up
 tighter th

an a
ch

astity b
elt. I'd

 b
e cu

rio
u

s ta kno
w

 w
h

at’s in
 th

ere…
” H

e
th

ou
gh

t fo
r a m

o
m

en
t. “T

h
e ab

ish
ai w

as g
estu

rin
’ at th

e T
o

w
er

an
 th

e p
o

rtal. T
h

ey w
as lo

o
kin

’ fo
r th

e key, I b
et.”

“W
h

at ke
y?”

“T
h

e ke
y ta th

e p
o

rtal th
a’ lead

s ta th
e T

o
w

er. E
very p

o
rtal

h
as a ke

y th
a o

p
en

s it ta so
m

e
w

h
ere. T

h
e ke

y can
 b

e a gestu
re,

an
 item

, o
r even

 a th
ou

gh
t…

 m
an

y ‘ave tried
 h

ard
 ta get in

ta th
e

T
o

w
er. N

o
 m

atter h
o

w
 h

ard
 ya try, ya fail.” I co

n
sid

ered
, and

m
u

m
b

led
 a th

ou
gh

t.
“M

a
yb

e th
e secret to

 gettin
g in

 is to no
t w

an
t to

 get in
…

”
H

e sh
ru

gged
.

“I d
u

nn
o, cu

tter. M
ay b

e…
”

“T
ell m

e w
h

ere th
is p

o
rtal is lo

cated
.” H

e stop
p

ed to
 th

in
k

fo
r a m

o
m

en
t.

“T
h

ere’s a d
ra

w
b

rid
ge like co

n
trap

tion
 b

ack o
’ th

e T
o

w
er,

east o
’ th

e m
arket. T

h
a’s w

h
ere it is…

” H
e go

t a far a
w

a
y lo

o
k.

I left h
im

 to
 h

is d
ayd

rea
m

s, an
d

 co
n

tin
u

ed
 on

, lo
o

kin
g at th

e
o

th
er m

erch
an

ts’ w
ares.

W
e le

ft th
e O

p
en

 A
ir m

arket, an
d

 w
ere le

avin
g th

e m
arket

area en
tirely w

h
en

 w
e p

assed
 a fen

ced
 in

 bu
ildin

g b
elchin

g
sm

o
ke. 

T
h

is 
m

u
st 

b
e 

th
e 

great 
fo

u
n

d
ry 

S
eb

astio
n 

h
ad

m
en

tio
n

ed.
A

m
o

n
g th

e cro
w

d
s ah

ead
 I sa

w
 a figu

re. H
e lo

o
ked

 like a
gith

zerai, b
u

t h
is clo

th
in

g w
as m

u
ch

 b
righ

ter. E
ven

 th
e w

a
y h

e
w

alked
 w

as su
b

tly d
ifferen

t. If th
is w

as w
h

o
 I tho

u
gh

t it w
as, I

h
ad

 b
etter leave D

ak'ko
n

 b
eh

ind
. I asked

 th
e o

th
ers to

 go b
ack

in
do

o
rs to

 th
e m

arket, th
at I w

o
u

ld fo
llo

w
 in

 a sho
rt w

h
ile.

T
h

e figu
re h

ad
 rou

gh
, leath

ery skin
 w

ith
 a p

ale yello
w

 cast
an

d
 gau

n
t featu

res. H
is face w

as an
gu

lar, h
is n

o
se w

as sm
all

an
d

 high
ly p

laced
, an

d
 h

is ears tap
ered

 to
 po

in
ts. A

 tracery o
f

tatto
o

s and
 scars co

vered
 h

is b
od

y. H
e w

as d
ressed

 in
 stran

ge,
gau

d
y leath

ers th
at lo

o
ked

 m
o

re o
rn

am
en

tal th
an

 co
m

b
at-read

y.
H

is e
yes w

ere like tw
o

 sm
all b

lack sto
n

es an
d

 th
ey tracked

 m
e

as I ap
p

ro
ach

ed.

M
essage F

rom
 R

avel
293

p
ain

 sh
all no

t h
ave b

een
 in

 vain
…

” T
h

e cron
e’s vo

ice trailed
o

ff, as if d
istracted

.
I tried

 to
 sp

eak again
, bu

t th
ere w

as o
n

ly a sick gu
rglin

g
n

o
ise. W

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed

? W
h

o
 w

as th
is p

erson
? W

h
y w

ere I…
an

d
 I b

egan
 to

 feel m
yself slip

 in
to un

co
n

scio
u

sn
ess…

“R
avel! R

a
vel, it is I!” I cried

, su
dd

en
ly regain

in
g so

m
e

vo
lition

. T
h

ere w
as a lo

n
g m

o
m

en
t o

f silen
ce.

“A
h

h
h

…
 m

y p
recio

u
s m

an
.” T

h
ere w

as th
e slo

w
 sh

u
fflin

g
o

f feet, an
d

 I felt a sh
arp

 p
inp

rick in
 m

y le
ft e

ye; I gasp
ed

, an
d

su
d

d
en

ly, b
arely, I co

u
ld 
SE

E —
 w

ith
 m

y o
n

e an
d

 on
ly e

ye. I lay
in

 a gray h
u

t, u
po

n a d
irty flo

o
r, w

h
ere b

loo
d

, m
y b

righ
t-red

b
loo

d
 h

ad
 seep

ed in
to

 th
e su

rro
un

d
in

g gra
y d

u
st. M

y arm
s w

ere
go

n
e, m

y le
gs h

ad
 b

een
 h

acked
 o

ff at th
e kn

ees. Y
et…

 I felt
n

u
m

b
ed

, and
 th

ere w
as n

o
 p

ain
…

 o
n

ly fe
ar. T

h
ere w

as so
m

eo
n

e
ab

o
ve m

e, so
m

eo
n

e lo
o

kin
g do

w
n

 o
n m

e…
 I lo

o
ked

 u
p.

A
s I lo

o
ked

 u
p th

ro
u

gh
 m

y b
lo

o
d

y, b
lu

rred visio
n, I saw

 a
h

o
rrid

 blu
ish

 gray fa
ce, grin

n
in

g w
ith

 yello
w

ed
 tu

sks. “R
avel is

p
le

a
se

d
 —

 a-w
ondering I w

as if this m
essenger w

ould m
ake it,

for w
e
a

k h
e w

as w
h

en
 h

is b
its w

ere p
laced

 o
n m

y p
late…

” S
h

e
h

eld
 u

p
 a talo

n in
 fron

t o
f m

e, an
d

 im
p

aled
 o

n
 th

e tip
 o

f it w
as

an
 eyeb

all —
 th

e righ
t on

e. “Y
et to

 th
e F

estive h
all h

e retu
rn

ed
it a-see

m
s, an

d
 o

u
r tim

e tw
o

-to
geth

er h
as h

e sh
ared

. A
n

d
 n

o
w

yo
u

 h
ave co

m
e…

 su
cce

ss!” If I tru
ly w

as sp
ea

kin
g to

 R
avel,

th
ere w

as so
 m

u
ch

 I w
an

ted
 to

 kn
o

w
.

“R
avel…

 I h
ave m

an
y q

u
estio

n
s fo

r yo
u

.”
T

h
e cro

n
e sh

oo
k h

er h
ead, m

y b
lu

rred
 visio

n seein
g th

ree
im

a
ges at o

n
ce; h

er gra
yish

 h
air w

as like b
ram

b
les, d

riftin
g

d
o

w
n

 h
er sho

uld
ers. “N

o
, on

ly tim
e fo

r an
sw

ers d
o

es R
avel

h
ave, an

d
 sh

e h
as n

o tim
e to

 a-w
aste w

ith
 yo

u
r gu

ess-q
u

estion
s.

K
n

o
w

 th
is, and

 in
 th

e kn
o

w
in

g gro
w

 stro
n

g: yo
u

 m
u

st 
FIN

D
 m

e,
m

y p
recio

u
s m

an
.” I w

as alread
y tryin

g to
 d

o
 exactly th

at.
“B

u
t ho

w
? I d

o
 no

t kno
w

 —
”

“T
ch

h
h

! I a
m

 b
e

yo
n

d
 kn

o
w

in
g, in

 a Lad
y’s p

l
ace. N

o
w

sh
h

h
-an

d
-a-listen to

 R
avel, fo

r th
ere is m

u
ch

 yo
u

 m
u

st d
o

 —
 to

fin
d

 m
e, a-th

ree th
in

gs m
u

st yo
u

 d
o: fin

d
 th

e do
o

r, kn
o

w
 th

e
ke

y, th
en

 unlock th
e key.” I sta

m
m

e
red

 o
u

t a qu
estion

, askin
g

ab
o

u
t th

e d
oo

r.
“T

h
e d

o
o

r is n
o

t a fin
ish

ed
 th

in
g…

 at least, w
h

en
 I last

gazed
 up

o
n it, h

m
n

n
n

? B
ut in

 th
e passin

g o
f tim

e, p
erh

ap
s no

w
w

ell-w
ro

u
gh

t it is. G
o

 to th
e p

lace o
f fo

rges an
d

 steel; p
erh

ap
s

th
ere yo

u
 w

ill fin
d

 th
e do

o
r th

at takes o
n

e to
 m

e…
” I kn

e
w

 th
e

ke
y w

as a p
iece o

f h
er, in

vo
lved

 h
er d

au
gh

ter, b
ut ho

w
 to

u
n

lo
ck it?
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M
es

sa
ge

 F
ro

m
 R

av
el

M
E

S
S

A
G

E
 F

R
O

M
 R

A
V

E
L

T
he

 s
to

ne
 I

 s
to

od
 b

ef
or

e 
w

as
 s

ic
kl

y 
gr

ee
n,

 s
ec

ur
el

y 
fa

st
en

ed
 t

o
th

e 
p

ed
es

ta
l i

t 
re

st
ed

 u
p

on
. 

T
h

e 
in

sc
rip

tio
n

 b
en

ea
th

 it
 r

ea
d

 “
T

h
e

M
es

se
n

ge
r.

”
A

s 
I 

cl
o

se
d

 m
y 

e
ye

s,
 I

 f
el

t 
th

e 
sk

in
 a

lo
n

g 
m

y 
ar

m
s 

b
ec

o
m

e
n

u
m

b
, 

as
 i

f 
al

l 
se

n
sa

tio
n

 w
as

 b
ei

n
g 

b
le

d 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e
m

. 
T

ire
d

…
 s

o
tir

ed
. 

I 
tr

ie
d

 a
nd

 b
lin

ke
d

, 
ye

t 
th

e 
d

ar
kn

es
s 

re
m

ai
n

ed
; 

m
y 

lid
s 

fe
lt

so
ft 

an
d

 s
lu

gg
is

h
, 

u
n

re
sp

o
n

si
ve

. 
I 

w
as

 s
itt

in
g 

o
n 

w
h

at
 f

el
t 

to
 b

e
a 

d
ir

t 
flo

o
r,

 a
n

d 
ar

o
un

d 
m

e,
 w

as
 t

h
e 

sm
el

l 
o

f 
co

p
p

er
y 

b
lo

o
d

an
d

…
 h

er
b

s?
 W

h
y 

w
as

 I
 h

er
e?

 I
 c

a
m

e 
h

er
e 

to
 —

 w
h

at
? 

M
y

m
e

m
o

ry
 f

ai
le

d
 m

e,
 b

u
t 

I 
fe

lt 
a 

gr
o

w
in

g 
p

an
ic

 b
eg

in
n

in
g 

to
 w

el
l

u
p

 w
ith

in
 m

e…
“A

h
…

 
a

w
a

ke
 

n
o

w
, 

ar
e 

yo
u

? 
A

-q
u

es
tio

n
in

g 
al

l-
a-

d
on

e?
”

T
h

e 
vo

ic
e 

w
as

 a
n

 o
ld

 w
o

m
an

's
, 

th
ic

k 
an

d
 s

cr
at

ch
y,

 a
s 

if 
it 

w
as

tr
yi

n
g 

to
 f

o
rc

e 
its

 w
a

y 
p

as
t 

a 
th

ic
k 

la
ye

r 
o

f 
d

u
st

. 
T

ry
 a

s 
I 

m
ig

h
t,

I 
co

u
ld

 n
o

t 
o

p
en

 m
y 

e
ye

s 
an

d
 s

ee
 t

h
e 

w
o

m
an

, 
b

u
t 

I 
fe

lt 
a 

sh
iv

er
o

f 
fe

ar
. 

S
o

m
et

h
in

g 
w

as
 

w
ro

n
g,

 
te

rr
ib

ly
 

w
ro

n
g.

 
I 

tr
ie

d
 

to
re

sp
o

nd
, 

b
u

t 
al

l 
I 

co
u

ld
 m

an
ag

e 
w

as
 a

 r
a

gg
ed

 
cr

oa
k.

 I
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t
fe

el
 m

y 
to

n
gu

e…
 a

n
d

 m
y 

e
ye

s?
 W

h
at

 w
as

 w
ro

n
g 

w
ith

 m
y 

e
ye

s?
“N

o
w

, 
a-

se
e 

m
e 

yo
u

 d
id

, 
a-

sp
o

ke
 y

o
u

 d
id

 a
n

d 
po

or
ly

, s
o

 t
h

e
p

ri
ce

 h
av

e 
yo

u
 p

ai
d

, 
h

m
n

n
n

?”
 T

h
e 

cr
o

n
e 

so
u

nd
ed

 a
m

u
se

d
, 

th
en

h
er

 t
on

e 
d

ro
pp

ed
 s

h
ar

p
ly

. 
“N

o
 m

o
re

 o
f 

yo
u

r 
q

u
es

tio
n

s;
 n

o
w

 y
o

u
w

ill
 L

IS
T

E
N

, 
an

d
 y

o
u

 w
ill

 a
-m

e
m

b
e

r 
m

y 
w

o
rd

s,
 f

o
r 

in
 m

in
d

in
g

m
e,

 
yo

u
 

sh
al

l li
ve

.”
 

S
h

e 
hi

ss
ed

. 
“N

o
d 

if 
yo

u
 

h
ea

r 
m

e,
 

o
r

A
N

O
T

H
E

R
 b

it 
sh

al
l I

 a
-t

ak
e.

” 
I 

h
es

ita
n

tly
 n

o
d

d
ed

.
“A

-m
e

m
b

er
 m

e,
 t

ra
ve

le
r.

 A
-m

e
m

b
er

 m
e 

to
 a

 s
to

n
e,

 o
n

e 
o

f
th

e 
p

re
tt

y 
gl

im
m

er
s 

in
 y

o
u

r 
F

es
tiv

e 
h

al
l 

—
 u

se
 i

t 
lik

e 
a 

cu
p

,
p

o
ur

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 fe
el

 i
n

to
 i

t,
 a

n
d

 k
n

o
w

 t
h

is
: 

A
-m

e
m

b
er

 m
e 

to
 a

m
an

 w
h

o
 w

e
ar

s 
a 

sk
in

 o
f 

sc
ar

s 
n

’ 
ta

tt
o

o
s,

 w
h

o
 s

ee
ks

 m
e

m
o

rie
s

b
u

t 
h

as
 m

is
s-

p
la

ce
d

 t
h

em
; 

if 
sm

ar
t 

h
e 

is
, 

h
e 

w
ill

 k
n

o
w

 t
h

e
kn

o
w

in
g 

o
f M

E
. 

T
el

l 
h

im
 t

o
 f

in
d

 m
e 

—
 o

r 
if 

I 
am

 n
o

t 
to

 b
e

fo
u

n
d

, 
te

ll 
hi

m
 t

o
 c

o
m

e 
to

 t
h

e 
gl

im
m

er
-s

to
n

e,
 a

n
d

 w
e 

sh
al

l
sp

ea
k,

 m
y 

p
re

ci
o

u
s 

m
an

 a
n

d
 I

.”
 T

h
e 

w
o

m
an

 p
au

se
d

, 
th

en
 h

is
se

d
ag

ai
n

. 
“ 

N
O

D
 

if 
yo

u
 

a-
h

ea
r 

m
e,

 
ra

gg
ed

 
th

in
g!

” 
I 

h
u

rr
ie

dl
y

n
o

dd
ed

.
“A

h
…

 p
re

tt
y,

 p
o

lit
e 

to
 a

-l
is

te
n 

so
 lo

n
g…

 w
h

en
 h

e 
co

m
es

 t
o

th
e 

gl
im

m
er

-s
to

n
e,

 t
el

l 
th

e 
m

an
 t

o
 s

p
ea

k 
m

y 
na

m
e,

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

r

L
ow

er
 W

ar
d
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“Y
o

u
 a

re
 t

h
e 

h
u

m
an

 s
ee

ki
n

g 
m

e
m

o
rie

s,
” 

h
e 

sa
id

, 
fla

tly
. 

“I
ca

n
 h

el
p

 y
o

u
.”

“Y
o

u
’re

 a
 g

ith
ya

n
ki

, 
ar

en
’t 

yo
u

?”
 I 

as
ke

d
.

“I
 h

av
e 

th
e 

p
le

as
u

re
 t

o 
b

e 
o

f 
th

at
 p

eo
p

le
.”

 H
is

 v
o

ic
e 

w
as

fla
t.

 “
D

o
 y

o
u

 w
is

h
 m

y 
ai

d
 in

 r
ec

o
ve

rin
g 

yo
u

r 
m

e
m

o
rie

s?
”

“W
h

o
 a

n
d

 w
h

at
 a

re
 y

o
u

?”
“I

 a
m

 Y
i'm

in
n

. 
I 

am
 a

 g
ith

ya
n

ki
 a

n
gl

er
. 

M
y 

p
eo

p
le

 a
re

 t
h

e
u

n
di

sp
ut

ed
 m

as
te

rs
 o

f t
h

e 
A

st
ra

l P
la

n
e,

 w
h

er
e 

th
e 

go
d

s 
go

 t
o 

d
ie

an
d

 t
h

e 
m

e
m

o
rie

s 
o

f 
th

e 
d

ea
d

 f
lo

at
 l

ik
e 

le
av

es
 i

n
 a

 p
oo

l. 
M

y
d

u
ty

 is
 in

 r
et

rie
vi

n
g 

th
e 

m
e

m
o

ry
 c

o
re

s 
o

f 
th

e 
d

ea
d

 a
n

d 
gl

ea
n

in
g

th
em

 f
o

r 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
. 

I 
ca

n
 l

o
ca

te
 y

o
u

r 
m

e
m

o
rie

s.
 Y

o
u

 h
av

e
o

n
ly

 t
o

 p
ay

 t
h

e 
p

ri
ce

.”
“W

h
at

 p
ri

ce
 w

o
u

ld
 t

h
at

 b
e?

”
“I

t 
is

 a
 m

at
te

r 
o

f 
a 

m
er

e 
fe

w
 c

o
in

s.
 T

h
e 

p
ri

ce
 is

 n
eg

o
tia

b
le

. 
I

as
k 

fo
r 

o
n

e 
h

u
nd

re
d

. 
Y

ou
 

w
ill

 
d

et
er

m
in

e 
th

e 
va

lu
e 

o
f 

th
e

m
e

m
o

rie
s 

I 
fin

d
 a

n
d

 p
ay

 a
cc

o
rd

in
gl

y.
” 

T
h

is
 g

ith
ya

n
ki

 t
h

o
u

gh
t

m
e 

a 
fo

o
l, 

b
u

t 
I 

d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 p
re

te
n

d 
ag

re
em

en
t,

 s
ee

in
g 

w
h

er
e 

h
e

w
o

u
ld

 le
ad

.
“S

o
u

nd
s 

go
o

d
. W

h
at

 d
o 

I h
av

e 
to

 d
o

?”
“I

f 
I 

a
m

 t
o

 b
ai

t 
m

y 
h

o
o

k 
fo

r 
yo

u
r 

m
e

m
o

ri
es

, 
I 

w
ill

 n
ee

d
so

m
e 

o
f 

th
e 

m
e

m
o

rie
s 

yo
u

 c
u

rr
en

tly
 p

o
ss

es
s.

 I
 a

ls
o

 r
eq

u
ire

 a
p

la
ce

 o
f 

co
n

ce
n

tr
at

io
n

 a
nd

 q
u

ie
t. 

If 
yo

u
 w

ill
 f

o
llo

w
 m

e,
 w

e 
w

ill
jo

u
rn

ey
 t

o
 o

n
e 

su
ch

 p
la

ce
 a

n
d 

I 
w

ill
 m

a
ke

 y
o

u
 w

h
o

le
 o

n
ce

ag
ai

n
. 

W
e 

go
 a

lo
n

e,
 w

ith
 n

o 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s.

”
“A

gr
e

ed
. 

Le
t’s

 g
o

.”
W

e 
w

al
ke

d
 

o
ff,

 
en

te
rin

g 
an

 
al

le
y.

 
H

al
f 

a 
d

o
ze

n
 

m
o

re
gi

th
ya

n
ki

 
su

rr
o

u
n

d
ed

 
m

e.
 

Y
i'm

in
n

’s
 

m
o

o
d

 
h

ad
 

tu
rn

ed
 

in
to

so
m

et
h

in
g 

m
u

ch
 m

o
re

 u
gl

y 
th

an
 it

s 
p

re
vi

ou
s 

ar
ro

ga
n

ce
.

“N
o

w
, 

h
u

m
an

, 
d

ro
p

 y
o

u
r 

p
ai

n
te

d 
sh

ie
ld

 a
nd

 t
el

l u
s 

w
h

at
 y

o
u

h
av

e 
sa

id
 a

n
d

 d
on

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
gi

th
ze

ra
i d

o
gs

 w
ith

in
 S

ig
il’

s 
w

al
ls

.”
“W

er
en

’t 
w

e 
go

in
g 

to
 g

o
 l

oo
k 

fo
r 

m
y 

m
e

m
o

rie
s?

” 
I 

as
ke

d
,

ir
o

n
ic

al
ly

, 
al

th
ou

gh
 I

 d
ou

b
t 

th
e 

gi
th

ya
n

ki
 u

nd
er

st
o

od
 m

y 
to

n
e 

o
f

vo
ic

e. “T
h

e 
o

n
ly

 w
a

y 
yo

u
 s

h
al

l 
tr

av
el

 t
o

 t
h

e 
A

st
ra

l 
P

la
n

e 
is

 i
n

ch
ai

n
s,

 h
u

m
an

. 
Y

o
u

 h
av

e 
o

n
e 

m
o

re
 c

h
an

ce
 t

o
 t

el
l 

m
e 

w
h

at
 y

o
u

h
av

e 
sa

id
 a

n
d

 d
on

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
gi

th
ze

ra
i w

ith
in

 S
ig

il’
s 

w
al

ls
.”

“I
 w

ill
 n

o
t 

te
ll 

yo
u

.”
 I

 s
ai

d
 s

im
p

ly
.

“T
h

en
 y

o
u

 s
h

al
l 

d
ie

.”
 H

e 
d

re
w

 h
is

 w
ea

p
o

n
 t

o
 a

tt
ac

k!
 I

 j
u

st
st

o
o

d 
th

er
e,

 a
n

d
 le

t 
th

em
 k

ill
 m

e.
 Y

i'm
in

n
’s

 b
la

d
e 

sl
as

h
ed

 a
cr

o
ss

m
y 

th
ro

at
 a

n
d 

I 
fe

ll 
to

 t
h

e 
gr

o
un

d 
b

le
ed

in
g.

 T
h

ey
 s

to
o

d
 o

ve
r 

m
e

an
d

 b
eg

an
 to

 s
p

ea
k 

ag
ai

n
.

“D
id

 
h

e 
tr

u
ly

 
kn

o
w

 
n

o
th

in
g,

 
A

l-m
id

il?
” 

A
n

o
th

er
 

vo
ic

e
re

p
lie

d
.
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L

ow
er W

ard

“H
is w

o
rd

s w
ere th

o
se o

f an
 en

em
y o

f th
e p

eo
p

le. E
ven

w
ere 

th
at 

n
o

t 
tru

e, 
w

e 
h

ave 
cau

terized
 

h
is 

igno
ran

ce 
w

ith
d

eath
’s 

iron
. 

Let 
u

s 
leave 

h
im

 
h

ere 
fo

r 
th

e 
C

o
llecto

rs 
to

scaven
ge. 

W
e 

h
ave 

gath
ered

 
en

o
u

gh
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

o
n

 
th

e
gith

zerai d
o

gs fo
r th

is trip
. T

h
ey sh

all lo
se an

o
th

er fo
rtress

b
efo

re th
e seven

d
a

y is o
u

t. T
h

e w
alls o

f V
ristigo

r sh
all fall.”

“If yo
u

 b
elieve o

u
r kn

o
w

led
ge is su

fficien
t,” Y

i'm
in

n
 said

,
“th

en
 w

e sh
all go

. G
ath

er o
u

r w
arrio

rs an
d

 let u
s jo

in
 ou

r w
ar

p
arty in

 Lim
b

o
.”

I co
u

ld
 no

 lo
n

ger stay th
e effect o

f th
e grievo

u
s w

o
u

n
d

s I
h

ad
 su

ffered
 b

y fo
rce o

f w
ill, an

d
 slipp

ed
 in

to d
eath

.
I aw

o
ke a w

h
ile later in

 th
e sam

e alle
y. Q

u
ickly ch

eckin
g,

all o
f m

y ite
m

s w
ere p

resen
t. E

vid
en

tly th
e gith

yan
ki b

elieved
in

 d
eceit and

 m
u

rd
er, bu

t p
erh

ap
s loo

tin
g a co

rp
se w

as b
en

eath
th

eir ‘ho
no

r.’
I 

retu
rn

ed 
to 

th
e 

in
do

o
r 

m
arket. 

M
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s
u

n
d

erstand
ab

ly w
o

n
d

ered
 w

h
at h

ad
 taken

 m
e so

 lo
n

g. M
o

rte
exp

ressed
 h

is im
p

atien
ce in

 typ
ical fash

io
n

.
“A

h
, c’m

o
n

, lets sh
ake a leg. I m

ean
…

 yo
u

 sh
ake a leg.”

I d
idn

’t in
fo

rm
 th

e
m

 w
h

at I h
ad

 d
on

e, o
n

ly askin
g th

at th
ey

acco
m

p
an

y m
e b

ack to
 th

e zerth
, K

ii'n
a. W

e n
eed

ed
 to

 search
aro

u
nd

 a bit, b
u

t fin
ally fo

u
n

d
 h

er. T
h

e zerth
 stared

 b
lackly at

D
ak'ko

n
 as h

e retu
rn

ed
 w

ith
 m

e. S
h

e tu
rn

ed
 h

er b
ack to

 m
e, as

if d
arin

g D
ak'ko

n
 to

 strike th
e target.

“C
u

t 
it 

o
u

t, 
K

ii'n
a. 

A
re 

yo
u

 
fa

m
iliar 

w
ith

 
th

e 
fo

rtress
V

ristigo
r?” S

h
e loo

ked
 at m

e —
 h

ard
.

“H
o

w
 d

id
 yo

u
, w

h
o

 w
alks in

 th
e sh

ad
o

w
 o

f a p
ariah

, co
m

e
to

 know
 th

at n
am

e?”
“A

 gro
u

p
 o

f gith
yan

ki are p
lan

n
in

g a raid
 on

 th
e fo

rtress
w

ith
in

 th
e seven

d
ay. T

h
e

y are o
n

 th
eir w

ay th
ere e

ven
 n

o
w

.”
“K

now
…

 know
 yo

u
 h

ave m
y gratitu

d
e…

 yo
u

 an
d

 th
is 

zerth.
K

now
 

th
is 

sh
all 

no
t 

b
e 

fo
rgo

tten
.” 

S
h

e 
tu

rn
ed

 
to

 
D

ak'ko
n

.
“K

now
 th

at th
is w

ill N
O

T ato
n

e fo
r th

e fall o
f S

h
ra'kt'lo

r. T
h

e
A

n
arch

s’ verd
ict stan

d
s still.”

W
h

at h
ad

 K
ii'in

 said o
f th

e gith
zerai earlier? S

tub
bo

rn, blind
an

d
 bo

th
erso

m
e. I stalked

 o
ff, n

eith
er K

ii'n
a o

r D
ak'ko

n
 o

fferin
g

a w
o

rd
.

W
e retu

rn
ed

 to
 search

in
g o

u
t th

e fien
d

. F
ew

er an
d

 fe
w

er
p

eo
p

le w
ere w

alkin
g th

e streets, an
d

 I realized
 w

h
y as I sa

w
w

h
at lo

o
m

ed
 

ah
ead

. 
A

 
gig

an
tic 

siege 
to

w
er 

th
ru

st 
itself 

u
p

a
m

o
n

g th
e su

rro
un

d
in

g b
uild

in
gs, b

lo
ckin

g th
e w

a
y. Its w

alls
w

ere scarred
 an

d
 p

itted; it h
ad

 seen
 m

an
y a b

attle in
 its lifetim

e.
A

 d
ra

w
b

rid
ge o

n
 th

e up
p

er p
o

rtio
n o

f th
e to

w
er, w

h
en

 lo
w

ered
,

D
eionarra S

ensory S
tone

291

I 
cried

 
w

ith
 

jo
y…

 
w

ith
 

fru
stratio

n
…

 
w

ith
 

jo
y…

 
w

ith
d

esp
air…

T
h

e 
e

m
o

tio
n

 
w

ash
ed

 
o

ver 
m

e, 
like 

I 
w

as 
d

ro
w

n
in

g,
D

R
O

W
N

IN
G

, an
d

 I n
eed

ed to
 sp

eak, I 
L

O
N

G
E

D
 to

 sp
eak, b

u
t I

co
u

ld no
t…

an
d

…
I screa

m
ed

, screa
m

ed
 as I to

re m
y h

an
d

s fro
m

 th
e sto

n
e,

b
loo

d
y tears ru

sh
in

g fro
m

 m
y e

yes, ru
n

n
in

g in stream
s d

o
w

n
m

y arm
s, m

y h
an

d
s, to

 co
at th

e ston
e. B

lo
od

! H
er b

lo
od

! A
n

d
…

I co
u

ld
n

’t W
A

R
N

 h
er…

 an
d

 I cou
ldn

’t stop
 

C
R

Y
IN

G
…

…
A

n
d

 su
d

d
en

ly, F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race w

a
s th

ere, an
d

 h
er tou

ch
w

a
s gen

tle like silk, an
d

 sh
e b

ru
sh

ed
 th

e tears fro
m

 m
y e

ye
s,

even
 as I felt th

e screa
m

s w
ellin

g u
p

 w
ith

in
 m

e. S
h

e 
shhhhhhed

m
e, crad

lin
g m

y fa
ce th

ro
u

gh
 m

y b
lo

od
y tears.

“I…
 I…

 can
’t…

. b
ear it…

 I…
 co

uldn
’t ST

O
P h

er, I W
A

N
T

E
D

to
, b

u
t I cou

ldn
’t d

o
 anything…

!”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race 
lo

o
ked

 
in

to 
m

y 
e

yes, 
an

d
 

sh
e 

no
dd

ed
sad

ly, in
 u

nd
erstan

d
in

g. “A
n

d
 th

at is th
e n

atu
re o

f 
longing. T

h
e

d
esire 

fo
r 

th
at 

w
h

ich
 

yo
u

 
can

n
o

t 
ch

an
ge 

o
r 

p
o

ssess.” 
S

h
e

stu
d

ied m
e, w

ith
d

raw
in

g h
er h

an
d

, no
w

 so
aked

 in
 m

y b
lo

o
d

.
“W

ill yo
u

 b
e all righ

t?”
“Y

es…
 ye

s…
 I ju

st n
eed

 a m
o

m
en

t…
” I n

o
ticed

 A
n

n
ah

 w
as

lo
o

kin
g at m

e, h
er h

and
 h

alf raised
, u

n
-m

o
vin

g, as if p
aralyzed

,
u

n
su

re w
h

at to do
 fo

r m
e.

“V
ery 

w
ell…

” 
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race 
step

p
ed

 
b

ack. 
“W

e 
w

ill
co

n
tin

u
e w

h
en

 yo
u

 are read
y.”

I to
o

k a b
reath

, and
 tried

 to
 co

llect m
y th

o
u

gh
ts.

A
s m

u
ch

 as I w
an

ted
 to

 h
u

rl th
e m

e
m

o
ry o

f th
e exp

erien
ce

fro
m

 m
e, I h

eld
 it fast, b

ecau
se I kn

ew
 it w

a
s im

p
o

rtan
t to

re
m

e
m

b
er it. It w

as me in
 th

at exp
erien

ce…
 it w

as D
eio

n
arra’s

exp
erien

ce, b
u

t b
ecau

se it w
as m

e, m
y m

e
m

o
ries fl
o

o
d

ed
 m

e,
an

d
 I cou

ld
 FE

E
L b

o
th

 sid
es at on

ce. W
h

o
 

W
A

S I? W
h

o
 w

a
s

th
at…

 th
at shade o

f m
e?

I co
n

sid
ered leavin

g th
e F

esth
all, bu

t th
ere w

as a ch
an

ce
th

ere m
igh

t b
e so

m
eth

in
g o

f u
se lo

cked
 in

 so
m

e o
f th

e o
th

er
sen

so
ry 

sto
n

es 
in

 
th

e 
h

all. 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 
co

n
tin

u
e 

even
 

if 
I

en
co

u
ntered

 an
oth

er exp
erien

ce like th
e on

e I h
ad

 ju
st fin

ish
ed;

p
erh

ap
s 

esp
ecially 

b
ecau

se 
I 

m
igh

t 
en

c
o

u
n

ter 
ano

th
er 

su
ch

exp
erien

ce.
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0

D
ei

on
ar

ra
 S

en
so

ry
 S

to
ne

re
bo

rn
, c

ur
lin

g 
ar

ou
nd

 m
y 

he
ar

t. 
T

he
re

 w
as

 th
e 

so
ft

es
t 

of
 h

is
se

s,
ye

t 
h

e 
d

id
 n

ot
 h

ea
r…

E
ch

o
: 

“W
o

u
ld

…
 w

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 w
is

h
 t

o
 l

ea
ve

 a
 l

eg
ac

y,
 m

y
Lo

ve
? 

F
o

r 
yo

u
rs

el
f…

 o
r 

fo
r 

an
yo

n
e 

yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 w
an

t 
to

. 
It 

m
ig

h
t

h
el

p
 y

o
u

 r
em

e
m

b
er

 i
f 

yo
u

 l
ef

t 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
fo

r 
yo

u
rs

el
f…

 o
r 

fo
r

th
e 

on
es

 y
o

u
 lo

ve
d

…
”

T
h

e 
w

o
rd

 s
cy

th
e 

fe
ll 

ag
ai

n
, 

te
rr

ib
le

 a
n

d
 s

w
ift

. 
Y

et
 t

h
is

 t
im

e,
th

e 
ill

u
si

on
 h

el
d

, 
an

d
 t

h
e 

se
rp

en
t 

w
as

 c
lo

ak
ed

. 
T

h
e 

se
rp

en
t 

w
as

cu
n

n
in

g,
 a

nd
 it

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t r
ev

ea
l i

ts
el

f u
n

til
 it

 s
tr

u
ck

.
E

ch
o

: 
“A

 le
ga

cy
 f

o
r 

m
ys

el
f?

 N
o

t 
lik

el
y…

 t
h

e 
th

in
gs

 I
 w

o
u

ld
le

av
e 

fo
r 

m
ys

el
f 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
b

e 
sa

fe
 i

n
 s

o
m

e 
ad

vo
ca

te
’s

 o
ffi

ce
,

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

. 
B

u
t e

n
ou

gh
 o

f t
hi

s…
 I

 m
u

st
 le

av
e.

”
H

e 
w

as
 

le
a

vi
n

g!
 

I 
m

u
st

 
m

a
ke

 
h

im
 

re
m

ai
n

…
 

an
d

 
th

e
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
 SW

IR
L

E
D

 a
ro

u
n

d
 m

e,
 t

er
rib

le
, 

th
e 

sp
ir

al
in

g 
to

w
ar

d
th

e 
fin

al
 s

ce
n

e…
 t

h
e Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
 I

…
 s

h
e…

 w
an

te
d

 t
o

 a
sk

, 
do

n
’t

as
k 

it,
 D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
! D

o
n

’t A
S

K
 IT

 B
E
 S

IL
E

N
T
 B

E
 S

IL
E

N
T

E
ch

o
: 

“M
y 

Lo
ve

, 
b

ef
o

re
 y

o
u

 g
o

…
”

H
IS

 A
N

G
E

R
 H

IS
 I

R
R

IT
A

T
IO

N
 W

H
A

T
 N

O
W

 G
IR

L
 W

H
A

T
 N

O
W

 Y
O

U

M
E

W
L

IN
G

 B
A

N
S

H
E

E

E
ch

o
: 

“ 
‘B

ef
o

re
 I

 g
o

?’
 I

t 
lo

o
ks

 l
ik

e 
I 

am
 i

n
 n

o 
d

an
ge

r 
o

f
th

at
. 

C
o

m
e,

 D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

, 
ca

n
’t 

th
es

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
w

ai
t 

fo
r 

th
e 

m
o

rn
?

T
h

er
e 

is
 m

u
ch

—
”

S
H

E
…

 I
…

 S
H

E
 W

A
S 

D
E

SP
E

R
A

T
E
 D

R
O

W
N

IN
G

 S
A

Y
 I

T
 S

A
Y

 I
T

S
A

Y
 IT

 A
N

D
 S

H
E
…

 I…
 S

P
O

K
E
 IT

E
ch

o
: 

“D
o 

yo
u

 w
an

t m
e 

to
 c

o
m

e 
w

ith
 y

o
u

, 
m

y 
Lo

ve
?”

T
h

e 
ru

sh
 o

f 
em

o
tio

n
 d

ie
d

 i
n

 m
y 

m
in

d
. 

T
h

is
 w

as
 t

h
e 

en
d

.
T

h
e 

w
o

rd
s 

h
e…

 I
…

 w
er

e 
ab

o
u

t 
to

 s
p

ea
k 

w
er

e 
tr

u
e,

 b
u

t 
th

e 
tr

u
th

w
a

s 
n

o
t 

th
e 

tr
u

th
 

sh
e 

sa
w

. 
T

h
er

e 
w

er
e 

n
o

 
lie

s,
 

on
ly

 
co

ld
ca

lc
u

la
tio

n
s.

 
O

f c
ou

rs
e 

h
e 

w
an

te
d

 
yo

u
 

to
 

co
m

e 
w

ith
 

h
im

,
D

ei
o

n
ar

ra
. 

I 
un

d
er

st
o

od
 i

t 
cl

ea
rl

y,
 t

o
o

 c
le

ar
ly

: 
H

e 
h

ad
 i

n
ve

st
ed

to
o

 m
u

ch
 in

 th
e 

po
o

r 
gi

rl 
to

 le
t h

er
 g

o
.

E
ch

o
: 

“O
f 

co
u

rs
e,

 D
ei

on
ar

ra
. 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t 

h
av

e 
as

ke
d

 y
o

u
 t

o
co

m
e 

w
ith

 m
e 

if 
I 

d
id

 n
ot

 w
an

t 
yo

u
r 

co
m

p
an

y.
 Y

o
u

 
kn

ow
 h

o
w

 I
fe

el
 a

b
o

u
t 

yo
u

…
”

T
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 c

o
ld

 s
ile

n
ce

 i
n

 h
is

 m
in

d
, 

th
en

 a
 h

is
si

n
g 

o
f 

a
th

ou
gh

t,
 a

 r
es

po
n

se
 s

h
ar

p
 a

nd
 d

ea
d

ly
, 

lik
e 

a 
d

ag
ge

r 
b

la
d

e.
 T

h
e

lie
 c

a
m

e 
sw

ift
ly

, 
u

n
b

u
rd

en
ed

 b
y 

em
o

tio
n

.
E

ch
o

: 
“I

 lo
ve

 y
o

u
, 

D
ei

o
n

ar
ra

.”
A

n
d

 I
 w

an
te

d
 t

o
 SC

R
E

A
M

 a
s 

I 
fe

lt 
th

e 
lie

 w
as

h
 o

ve
r 

h
er

 li
ke

 a
R

A
D

IA
N

C
E
, 

b
u

t 
it 

w
as

 a
 SH

A
D

O
W

 o
f 

T
R

U
T

H
, 

A
 S

E
R

P
E

N
T
’S

 K
IS

S,
A

N
D

 H
E
 M

E
A

N
T
 M

E
 H

A
R

M
 A

N
D

 S
H

E
 C

O
U

L
D

N
’T

 S
E

E
 I

 W
A

N
T

E
D

 T
O

C
A

L
L
 O

U
T
 B

U
T
 S

H
E
 W

A
S 

C
R

Y
IN

G
 W

IT
H
 J

O
Y

 E
V

E
N

 A
S 

—
 E

V
E

N
 A

S

—

L
ow

er
 W

ar
d

16
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w
ou

ld
 g

iv
e 

at
ta

ck
er

s 
ac

ce
ss

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 s

ie
ge

 t
ow

er
 t

o 
th

e 
w

al
ls

 o
f

a 
ci

ty
 o

r 
ke

ep
.

In
 t

he
 s

ha
do

w
 o

f 
th

e 
to

w
er

 I
 s

aw
 a

 r
ep

ti
li

an
 c

re
at

ur
e 

w
it

h 
a

sn
ak

e 
li

ke
-b

od
y,

 
fo

ur
 

cl
aw

ed
 

fe
et

, 
le

at
he

ry
 

w
in

gs
, 

an
d 

a
dr

ac
on

ia
n 

he
ad

. 
T

he
 s

ca
le

s 
co

ve
ri

ng
 i

ts
 b

od
y 

w
er

e 
a 

vi
le

 s
ha

de
of

 g
re

en
. 

T
he

 c
re

at
ur

e 
st

oo
d 

up
ri

gh
t 

on
 i

ts
 h

in
d 

le
gs

, 
ba

la
nc

in
g

w
it

h 
it

s 
pr

eh
en

si
le

 t
al

e.
 A

s 
I 

ap
pr

oa
ch

ed
 i

ts
 e

ye
s 

na
rr

ow
ed

 t
o

sl
it

s 
an

d 
it 

be
ga

n 
to

 h
is

s.
T

he
 a

ir
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
 b

eg
an

 t
o 

ra
di

at
e 

he
at

 a
nd

 i
ts

sc
al

es
 t

oo
k 

on
 a

 p
al

e 
sh

ee
n.

 I
t 

ga
ve

 m
e 

a 
hu

ng
ry

 l
oo

k 
an

d
ap

pe
ar

ed
 r

ea
dy

 t
o 

st
ri

ke
. 

S
ud

de
nl

y 
it

 r
el

ea
se

d 
a 

fl
ur

ry
 o

f 
hi

ss
es

an
d 

re
la

xe
d 

it
s 

st
an

ce
 a

 b
it.

“S
ss

ss
ss

! 
G

o
. 

G
ro

ss
ss

u
k 

n
o

 t
al

k,
 t

o
ld

 w
ai

t…
 S

ss
ss

ss
s…

” 
It

gl
ar

ed
 a

t 
m

e 
as

 it
s 

ta
il 

la
sh

ed
 b

ac
k 

an
d

 fo
rt

h
.

“S
eb

as
tio

n
 s

en
t 

m
e.

 “
 T

h
e 

cr
e

at
u

re
 r

el
ax

ed
 q

u
ite

 a
 b

it 
an

d
th

e 
ai

r 
gr

ew
 c

o
o

le
r.

 It
 h

el
d 

ou
t 

a 
cl

aw
ed

 h
an

d
 to

 m
e.

“S
ss

ss
s.

 G
iv

e 
G

ro
ss

su
k 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

.”
“W

h
at

 i
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
?”

 I
t 

w
as

 h
ar

d
 t

o
 r

ea
d

 f
ac

ia
l 

ex
p

re
ss

io
n

s
o

n
 a

 r
ep

til
ia

n 
fie

n
d

, 
bu

t 
I 

w
as

 c
er

ta
in

 t
h

at
 G

ro
su

k 
w

as
 r

at
h

er
an

n
o

ye
d

 w
ith

 m
e.

 H
is

 t
ai

l 
b

eg
an

 t
o

 l
as

h
 f

u
rio

u
sl

y 
an

d
 t

h
e 

ai
r

gr
e

w
 w

ar
m

 a
ga

in
.

“N
o

 
q

u
es

ss
ss

tio
n.

 
G

iv
e 

G
ro

ss
su

k 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 

o
r 

d
ie

.
G

ro
ss

su
k 

th
en

 t
ak

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 fr

o
m

 b
o

d
y.

”
“I

 n
ee

d
 t

o 
kn

o
w

 w
h

ic
h

 p
ie

ce
 o

f 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 is

 f
o

r 
yo

u
. 

I 
ru

n
er

ra
n

d
s 

in
te

n
d

ed
 f

o
r 

se
ve

ra
l p

eo
pl

e,
 y

o
u

 u
nd

er
st

an
d.

” 
H

e 
gl

ar
ed

at
 m

e 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t 
w

h
ile

 h
e 

th
ou

gh
t.

 F
in

al
ly

 h
e 

ge
st

u
re

d
 a

t 
th

e
n

ea
rb

y 
to

w
er

.
“S

ss
ie

ge
 t

o
w

er
. 

S
ss

ss
s.

 H
o

w
 g

et
 i

n
ss

si
d

e.
 S

ss
eb

as
tio

n 
sa

y
h

e 
d

iv
in

e 
w

a
y…

” 
G

ro
su

k 
to

o
k 

a 
st

ep
 t

o
w

ar
d

 m
e 

an
d

 h
el

d 
ou

t
h

is
 h

an
d

. 
“N

o
w

 g
iv

e
!”

“A
ct

u
al

ly
,”

 I
 r

ep
lie

d
, 

“S
eb

as
tio

n
 s

en
t 

u
s 

h
er

e 
to

 k
ill

 y
o

u
.”

T
h

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
 i

m
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 a
tt

ac
ke

d
, 

b
ut

 t
h

e 
fo

u
r 

o
f 

u
s 

w
er

e
ab

le
 t

o
 d

ea
l w

ith
 it

 w
ith

ou
t 

to
o

 m
u

ch
 t

ro
ub

le
.

T
h

e 
en

d
 o

f 
th

e 
d

ay
 w

as
 d

ra
w

in
g 

cl
o

se
r,

 a
n

d
 I

 n
ee

d
ed

 t
o

re
co

ve
r 

fr
o

m
 a

n
o

th
er

 ‘
d

ea
th

.’ 
I 

d
ec

id
ed

 t
o 

re
st

 t
h

e 
n

ig
h

t,
 a

n
d

ta
lk

 t
o

 S
eb

as
tio

n
 in

 th
e 

m
o

rn
in

g.
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C

oaxm
etal

C
O

A
X

M
E

TA
L

N
ext day, I talked to S

ebastion, w
ho m

ade good on his prom
ise.

H
e 

w
as 

able 
to 

do 
som

ething 
about 

the 
scarring, 

at 
least

co
sm

etically. F
ro

m
 w

h
at I co

u
ld

 see o
f m

y b
o

d
y, h

e h
ad

n
’t b

een
ab

le to
 alter th

e co
rp

se-like fe
atu

res o
f m

y ap
p

earan
ce, b

u
t th

e
scarrin

g w
as less n

o
ticeab

le.
I w

as cu
rio

u
s ab

ou
t th

e siege to
w

er, an
d

 w
h

y th
e fien

d
G

ro
su

k h
ad

 b
een

 so in
terested

 in
 it. A

fter all, su
ch

 w
eap

o
n

s
m

u
st b

e q
u

ite co
m

m
o

n
 in

 th
eir ‘B

loo
d

 W
ars,’ an

d m
u

ch
 easier

to
 con

stru
ct o

n
 th

e spo
t th

an
 attem

p
t to h

au
l fro

m
 S

igil.
I rem

e
m

b
ered

 w
h

at th
e b

o
y L

azlo
 h

ad
 said

, an
d ap

p
ro

ach
ed

an
 area n

ear th
e to

w
er w

h
ere h

e h
ad

 said
 a po

rtal allo
w

in
g en

try
to

 th
e to

w
er la

y. I ap
p

ro
ach

ed w
h

at sh
o

uld
 b

e th
e lo

cation
 o

f th
e

p
o

rtal, an
d

 tried
 m

y id
ea o

f th
e fo

rm
 o

f th
e ke

y. I su
p

p
ressed

an
y d

esire to
 en

ter th
e to

w
er. A

 p
o

rtal ap
p

eared
, w

h
ich

 w
e

en
tered

.
W

e w
ere in

sid
e th

e to
w

er. D
o

m
in

atin
g th

e in
terio

r, I saw
 an

iro
n

…
 creatu

re. Its size w
as sta

gge
rin

g; if it sto
o

d fu
ll h

eigh
t, it

w
o

u
ld

 sh
atter th

e roo
f o

f th
e siege to

w
er. T

h
u

n
d

erin
g ech

o
es

rattled
 th

e w
alkw

a
y as th

e creatu
re h

am
m

ered
 a

w
a

y o
n

 its fo
rge,

an
d

 th
e sm

ell o
f so

o
t an

d
 ash filled

 th
e air.

T
h

e creatu
re h

ad
 n

ot yet n
o

ticed
 u

s. I h
esitated, w

eigh
in

g
th

e co
n

sequ
en

ces o
f d

raw
in

g its atten
tion

, b
u

t m
y cu

rio
sity,

w
h

ich
 ap

p
aren

tly m
u

ltip
le lifetim

e
s h

ad
 failed

 to
 q

u
en

ch, sw
u

n
g

th
e b

alan
ce. B

esid
es, I to

ld
 m

yself, 
p

erh
ap

s 
it 

w
o

u
ld

 
kn

o
w

so
m

eth
in

g ab
o

u
t m

e. “G
reetin

gs.”
T

h
ere w

as th
e screa

m
in

g o
f m

etal o
n

 m
etal a

s th
e gian

t
tu

rn
ed to face m

e. I sud
d

en
ly realized

 th
e go

lem
 w

as b
u

ilt in
to

th
e 

siege 
to

w
er 

itself; 
gird

ers, 
p

ip
es, 

and
 

hu
ge 

b
racers 

ran
th

rou
gh

 
its 

lo
w

er 
to

rso
 

and
 

in
to 

th
e 

w
alls, 

an
d

 
th

e 
bo

tto
m

p
o

rtio
n o

f its bo
d

y m
ad

e u
p

 th
e fo

rge itself.
“W

h
at are yo

u
?”

I 
A

M
 

IR
O

N
 

G
IV

E
N

 
PU

R
PO

SE. 
I 

FO
R

G
E 

T
H

E 
IM

P
L

E
M

E
N

T
S 

B
Y

W
H

IC
H  T

H
E M

U
L

T
IV

E
R

S
E W

IL
L B

E U
N

M
A

D
E.

“Y
o

u
 m

ean
 fo

rgin
g w

e
ap

o
n

s? T
h

at’s yo
u

r p
u

rpo
se?”

M
E

T
A

L 
IS 

L
IK

E 
FL

E
S

H. 
B

O
T

H 
C

A
R

R
Y

 
P

O
T

E
N

T
IA

L 
IN

 
T

H
E

IR

V
E

IN
S . 

W
H

E
N

 
T

E
M

PE
R

E
D

 
W

IT
H 

H
E

A
T 

A
N

D
 

PR
E

SS
U

R
E, 

T
H

E

D
eionarra S

ensory S
tone

289

I…
 h

im
…

 a w
ave o

f irritation w
ash

ed
 o

ver m
e; I clen

ch
ed

m
y teeth

 to
 p

reven
t th

e irritatio
n fro

m
 cro

ssin
g m

y featu
res.

M
u

st sh
e alw

ays con
tin

u
e to

 p
rattle, even

 w
h

en
 I d

id
 n

o
t 

prom
pt

h
er?! M

u
st sh

e —
 bu

t n
o

 —
 no

, kep
t th

e irritatio
n in

sid
e, on

ly a
trace slip

p
ed

 o
u

t…
E

ch
o

: “C
o

m
e n

o
w

, I can
no

t DIE, D
eio

n
arra. T

h
ere is no

N
E

E
D

 fo
r su

ch
 fo

o
lish

n
ess…

”
H

er…
 I…

 sh
e w

as o
verco

m
e w

ith
 

FE
A

R, fear th
at revo

lted
m

e, an
d

 th
e fear w

elled
 u

p
 in

sid
e h

er…
 I, I as I w

atch
ed

 h
im

fro
w

n
, an

d
 I h

asten
ed

 to
 co

rrect h
im

! H
e m

u
st kn

o
w

 th
e reaso

n
s

an
d

 kn
o

w
 th

e w
isd

o
m

 b
eh

ind
 th

em
 so

 h
e w

as im
p

ressed
 w

ith
m

y p
lan

n
in

g! S
p

eak! S
p

eak, b
efo

re h
e tu

rn
ed

 aw
a

y…
E

ch
o

: “I kno
w

 I o
ften

 act fo
o

lish
ly, m

y Lo
ve…

b
u

t yo
u

 said
yo

u
rself th

at yo
u

 CA
N

 fo
rget th

in
gs if yo

u
 are b

ad
ly h

u
rt. T

h
ere

are th
in

gs in
 th

e legacy th
at co

u
ld

 h
elp

 yo
u

 rem
e

m
b

er sh
o

u
ld

yo
u

 fo
rg

et yo
u

rself.”
S

h
e…

 I co
ld

ly regard
ed

 h
er th

rou
gh

 m
y e

yes, tracin
g m

y
gaze 

alo
n

g 
h

er 
fu

rro
w

ed
 

b
ro

w
, 

w
rin

kled
 

w
ith

 
w

o
rry,

d
esp

eratio
n. 

S
h

e 
h

ad
 

acted
 

as 
I 

expected…
 

yet 
th

ere 
w

as
so

m
eth

in
g in

 w
h

at sh
e said

…
E

ch
o

: “P
erh

ap
s…

 yet I h
o

p
e n

o
th

in
g in

 th
is legacy is o

f
value…

I do
 n

o
t w

an
t yo

u
 to leave an

y th
in

gs h
ere in so

m
e sa

fe
th

at co
uld

 b
e o

f so
m

e u
se o

n
 o

u
r jou

rn
ey.”

H
er illu

sion
 w

as sh
attered

, ju
st fo

r a m
o

m
en

t —
 I w

atch
ed

,
silen

t, as th
e em

o
tion

 fell to
 th

e gro
un

d
, sp

lin
terin

g like silvered
glass. “…

o
f so

m
e u

se…
” su

ch
 a casu

al state
m

en
t, yet e

ven
D

eio
n

arra SA
W

, an
d

 I h
op

ed
, ju

st fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, I 
H

O
P

E
D

 th
at sh

e
S

A
W

 h
im

 fo
r w

h
at h

e w
as…

 th
e serp

en
t, th

e 
SE

R
PE

N
T…

…
an

d
m

y h
o

p
e died

, as in
 D

eion
n

ara’s eye
s, th

e em
o

tio
n

 w
as reb

u
ilt,

th
e slivers b

ein
g d

raw
n

 fro
m

 th
e gro

u
n

d
, th

e illu
sio

n
 reb

u
ilt, b

u
t

th
e 

sligh
t 

sliver 
o

f 
p

ain 
rem

ain
ed

. 
H

e 
th

ou
gh

t 
I 

h
ad

 
d

on
e

so
m

eth
in

g fo
o

lish
! Y

et, I d
id it fo

r HIM
! I m

u
st…

 m
u

st m
ake

a
m

en
d

s, 
b

ut 
ho

w
?

! 
I 

m
u

st 
co

n
vin

ce 
h

im
 

th
e 

legacy 
w

as
u

n
im

p
o

rtan
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ar

m
…

 h
e 

m
ea

n
t M
E
 h

ar
m

, 
fo

r 
I 

w
as

 H
E

R
, 

an
d

 h
e 

m
ea

n
t 

to
H

U
R

T
 h

er
, 

ye
t 

I N
E

E
D

E
D

 h
er

 t
o

 b
e 

h
ar

m
ed

, 
an

d
 —

 I
 w

an
te

d
 t

o
SC

R
E

A
M

, 
SC

R
E

A
M

 A
T
 H

E
R
 T

H
A

T
 S

H
E
 W

A
S 

IN
 D

A
N

G
E

R
, 

R
U

N
, 

R
U

N
,

D
E

IO
N

A
R

R
A
, F

O
R
 H

IS
 E

Y
E

S 
U

N
M

A
K

E
 A

L
L
 T

H
IN

G
S 

A
N

D
 —

E
ch

o
: 

“O
f 

co
u

rs
e,

 m
y 

Lo
ve

. 
Li

fe
 i

s 
sa

cr
ifi

ce
. 

T
h

is
 I

 h
av

e
le

ar
n

ed
.”

I…
 s

h
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Y

. D
E

C
A

Y
 IS N

E
C

E
SS

A
R

Y
.

“A
n

d
 h

o
w

 m
u

ch
 o

f th
is is to

o m
u

ch
?”

T
H

E
R

E A
R

E N
O

 L
IM

IT
S. L

IM
IT

S A
R

E O
N

E O
F T

H
E L

IN
K

S IN
 T

H
E

C
H

A
IN

 O
F O

R
D

E
R. L

IM
IT

S M
U

ST B
E S

H
A

T
T

E
R

E
D

.
“E

ven
 if d

eath
 is th

e resu
lt?”

A
L

L M
U

ST FA
L

L U
PO

N
 

E
N

T
R

O
PY

’S B
L

A
D

E. T
H

E T
IM

E N
E

A
R

S

W
H

E
N

 
IT 

W
IL

L 
B

E 
N

E
C

E
S

S
A

R
Y

 
T

O
 

B
R

E
A

C
H 

T
H

E 
W

A
L

L
S 

O
F

C
R

E
A

T
IO

N
. O

R
D

E
R W

IL
L B

E PU
T T

O
 T

H
E SW

O
R

D
. IT

S C
H

A
IN

S W
IL

L

B
E  B

R
O

K
E

N
. T

H
E M

U
L

T
IV

E
R

SE W
IL

L B
E U

N
M

A
D

E.
In

terestin
g 

p
hilo

so
ph

y, 
alth

o
u

gh
 

I 
w

o
nd

ered
 

if 
even

 
th

e
b

alm
y 

X
ao

sitects 
w

o
u

ld
 

w
illin

gly 
e

m
b

race 
ch

ao
s 

th
is

co
m

p
letely. I asked

 ab
o

u
t so

m
eth

in
g else.

“W
h

at is th
is p

lace?”
T

H
IS T

O
W

E
R IS A S

IE
G

E E
N

G
IN

E. IT E
X

IS
T

S T
O

 B
R

E
A

C
H T

H
E

W
A

L
L

S  B
E

T
W

E
E

N
 P

L
A

N
E

S.
“B

reach
 p

lan
es? H

o
w

?
”

T
H

E 
T

O
W

E
R 

A
N

C
H

O
R

S 
IT

S
E

L
F 

U
PO

N
 

A 
P

L
A

N
E. A 

W
O

U
N

D 
IS

T
O

R
N

 
IN

 
T

H
E 

M
U

L
T

IV
E

R
SE 

W
H

E
N

 
T

H
E 

B
R

ID
G

E 
O

F 
T

H
E 

T
O

W
E

R

O
PE

N
S . 

L
E

G
IO

N
S 

M
A

Y
 

P
A

S
S 

FR
O

M
 

O
N

E 
P

L
A

N
E 

T
O

 
T

H
E 

O
T

H
E

R

T
H

R
O

U
G

H T
H

E T
O

W
E

R. W
H

E
N

 T
H

E P
L

A
N

E H
A

S S
E

R
V

E
D

 E
N

T
R

O
PY

’S
PU

R
PO

SE , T
H

E T
O

W
E

R A
N

C
H

O
R

S IT
S

E
L

F A
G

A
IN

.
“W

h
at h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 th

e legio
n

s th
at h

ave u
sed

 th
e to

w
er?”

E
N

T
R

O
PY

 H
A

S U
N

M
A

D
E T

H
E

M
.

D
eionarra S

ensory S
tone
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an
d

 th
e fear…

 th
e serp

en
t w

rith
ed

 in m
y b

reast a
gain

, its fan
gs

b
itin

g in
to

 m
y h

eart, fillin
g it to

 b
u

rstin
g w

ith
 its poison. T

h
e

tears 
ca

m
e 

again
, 

ru
n

n
in

g 
do

w
n

 
m

y 
ch

eeks 
in

 
strea

m
s, 

h
is

w
o

rd
s ech

o
in

g…
E

ch
o

: “O
n

ly yo
u

. O
N

L
Y

 yo
u

.”
M

y e
yes sn

ap
p

ed
 o

p
en

 —
 it w

as 
H

IS vo
ice

! I w
h

irled
, an

d
 I

gasp
ed

; h
e stoo

d
, po

w
erfu

l, in
 th

e sh
ado

w
s, an

d
 h

e stro
d

e in
to

th
e ligh

t o
f th

e d
riftin

g can
dled

 glob
es, an

d I felt th
e serp

en
t

w
rith

in
g 

an
d

 
D

Y
IN

G
…

 
h

e 
retu

rn
ed

! 
H

is 
face, 

stern
, 

bu
t

so
m

e
w

h
ere, in

 th
o

se featu
res, I co

u
ld

 alm
o

st see h
is p

leasu
re at

seein
g m

e. A
fter all, h

e retu
rn

ed
 fo

r m
-

E
ch

o
: “O

n
ly yo

u
 can

 h
elp

 m
e, D

eio
n

arra. B
u

t it w
as w

ro
n

g
fo

r m
e to

 ask yo
u

 fo
r yo

u
r h

elp
…

”
I sp

o
ke…

 D
eio

n
arra…

 yet I, it w
as 
M

E, gra
y-skin

n
ed

 like a
statu

e, strid
in

g fro
m

 th
e ligh

t —
 w

as I th
at 
scarred?! M

y b
o

d
y

lo
o

ked
 like it h

ad
 b

een
 b

ath
ed

 in
 kn

ife b
lad

es, th
e w

o
u

nd
s, th

e
tatto

o
s, h

orrib
le —

 yet, I sa
w

 th
ro

u
gh

 
D

E
IO

N
A

R
R

A’S E
Y

E
S, an

d
sh

e saw
…

 h
o

w
 co

u
ld

 sh
e 
SE

E m
e in

 su
ch

 a w
a

y, sh
e p

u
t a

C
L

O
A

K o
ver m

y featu
res, sh

e sa
w

 m
e in

 su
ch

 
light, su

ch terrib
le

lo
n

gin
g, light…

 fo
r sh

e…
ho

w
…

 co
u

ld sh
e 
FE

E
L su

ch
…

?
I 

felt 
m

y 
visio

n
 

tearin
g, d

ou
b

lin
g 

un
til 

I 
w

as 
th

at 
m

an
strid

in
g fro

m
 th

e ligh
t, it W

A
S m

e, b
u

t N
O

T m
e…

 I felt m
yself

b
ein

g T
O

R
N

; it w
as D

eio
n

arra’s exp
erien

ce, b
u

t at th
e sam

e tim
e,

it w
as also

 mine, an
d

 I…
 w

h
at…

E
ch

o
: 

“I 
asked

 
too

 
m

u
ch

 
o

f 
yo

u
 

to
 

acco
m

p
an

y 
m

e,
D

eio
n

arra. I h
ave no

 righ
t to

 p
lace yo

u
 in

 su
ch

 d
an

ger fo
r m

y
sake…

”
It w

as m
y w

o
rd

s, bu
t th

ey w
ere a su

rgeo
n

’s w
o

rd
s, ch

o
sen

w
ith

 co
ld

 skill, w
ith

ou
t a TR

A
C

E o
f e

m
o

tio
n

. W
ith

 every w
o

rd
, I

felt m
yself SN

E
E

R
IN

G
 in

sid
e, kn

o
w

in
g w

h
at th

e (stricken
) girl

w
o

u
ld

 see n
ext th

ro
u

gh
 h

er (lon
gin

g-stain
ed

) eyes, an
d

 w
h

o
 —

w
a

s I T
H

A
T p

erso
n

, th
at m

an
 

T
W

IST
IN

G
 h

er w
ith

 m
y w

o
rd

s, n
o

t
K

N
O

W
IN

G
 h

o
w

 p
o

w
erfu

l th
ey w

ere to
 h

er, like bo
lts fro

m
 a

b
allista, piercin

g h
er b

reast, h
er…

 yet, sh
e 

S
A

W
 o

n
ly R

E
L

IE
F at

m
y retu

rn
. H

o
w

…
 h

o
w

 co
u

ld
 sh

e 
FE

E
L…

 an
d

 n
o

t kno
w

 I m
e

an
t

to
…

?E
ch

o
: “I h

ave co
m

e to
 ask yo

u
r fo

rgiven
ess, D

eio
n

arra. I
sh

all retu
rn to yo

u
 as so

o
n as I am

 ab
le —

”
M

y visio
n

 to
re again

, do
ub

lin
g an

d b
leed

in
g, u

ntil I w
as

fa
cin

g 
m

yself 
a

gain
, 

tryin
g 

d
esp

erately 
to

 
sp

eak, 
to

 
W

A
R

N

D
eio

n
arra th

at th
is w

as n
o

t a m
an

, b
ut a creatu

re th
at killed fo

r
h

is o
w

n
 n

eed
s, h

e didn
’t 

C
A

R
E ab

o
u

t yo
u

, D
eio

n
arra, yo

u
 w

ere a
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D
ei

on
ar

ra
 S

en
so

ry
 S

to
ne

D
E

IO
N

A
R

R
A

 S
E

N
S

O
R

Y
S

T
O

N
E

I 
sa

m
pl

ed
 

so
m

e 
of

 
th

e 
ot

he
r 

st
on

es
 

th
er

e,
 

as
su

m
in

g 
I 

ha
d

al
re

ad
y 

tr
ig

ge
re

d 
th

e 
on

e 
tr

ap
 la

id
 f

or
 m

e.
 B

ut
 I

 d
id

 n
ot

 c
ou

nt
 o

n
an

ot
he

r 
ty

pe
 

of
 

tr
ap

, 
in

di
re

ct
ly

 
cr

ea
te

d 
by

 
a 

pr
ev

io
us

in
ca

rn
at

io
n.

I 
st

oo
d 

be
fo

re
 

an
ot

he
r 

se
ns

or
y 

st
on

e.
 

T
he

 
ba

se
 

of
 

th
is

aq
ua

ti
c 

bl
ue

 s
to

ne
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

sc
ul

pt
ed

 s
o 

it 
ap

pe
ar

ed
 t

o 
ha

ve
m

el
te

d 
in

to
 t

he
 p

ed
es

ta
l 

it
 r

es
te

d 
up

on
. 

A
 s

tr
ea

m
 o

f 
pe

rf
ec

t
az

ur
e 

te
ar

s 
dr

ip
pe

d 
do

w
n 

th
e 

si
de

s,
 f

ra
m

in
g 

th
e 

in
sc

ri
pt

io
n

b
en

ea
th

 th
e 

p
ed

es
ta

l: 
“L

o
n

gi
n

g.
”

A
s 

I 
p

la
ce

d
 m

y 
h

an
d

s 
u

po
n 

th
e 

st
on

e,
 i

ts
 s

u
rf

ac
e 

rip
p

le
d

b
en

ea
th

 m
y 

to
u

ch
. 

A
 c

h
ill

 w
as

h
ed

 o
ve

r 
m

y 
ar

m
s,

 l
ik

e 
p

lu
n

gi
n

g
m

y 
h

an
d

s 
in

to
 a

 m
o

u
n

ta
in

 s
tr

ea
m

.
A

s 
I 

cl
o

se
d

 m
y 

e
ye

s,
 I

 b
lin

ke
d

 a
n

d 
re

-o
p

en
ed

 t
h

em
 —

 m
y

e
ye

s 
w

er
e 

b
rim

m
in

g 
w

ith
 t

ea
rs

, 
an

d
 I

 w
as

 o
ve

rc
o

m
e 

w
ith

 a
te

rr
ib

le
 s

en
sa

tio
n

 o
f dr

ow
ni

ng
. 

A
s 

th
e 

se
n

sa
tio

n
 r

o
lle

d
 t

h
ro

u
gh

m
e,

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 s

tir
rin

g 
in

 m
y 

b
re

a
st

, 
a 

hu
ng

er
, p

o
is

on
ou

s 
lik

e 
a

se
rp

en
t, B

IT
IN

G
 i

n
to

 m
y 

h
ea

rt
, 

u
n

til
 I

 f
el

t 
as

 i
f 

m
y 

b
re

as
t 

w
o

u
ld

ex
pl

od
e.

 I
 w

an
te

d
 d

es
p

er
at

el
y 

to
 s

te
ad

y 
m

ys
el

f, 
fo

cu
s,

 b
u

t 
al

l
th

at
 c

am
e 

to
 m

y 
e

ye
 w

as
 t

e
ar

s…
I 

ra
is

ed
 m

y 
h

an
d

 t
o

 w
ip

e 
aw

a
y 

m
y 

te
ar

s 
—

 m
y 

h
an

d
s 

w
er

e
so

ft,
 d

el
ic

at
e 

w
o

m
an

’s
 h

an
d

s;
 t

h
ey

 b
ru

sh
ed

 t
h

e 
st

ra
y 

te
ar

s 
fr

o
m

m
y 

ch
ee

k,
 a

n
d

 I
 c

u
p

p
ed

 t
h

em
 in

 m
y 

h
an

d
s,

 
ea

ch
 o

f 
th

e 
te

ar
s 

lik
e

je
w

el
s 

sh
im

m
er

in
g 

in
 t

h
e 

lig
ht

s…
T

h
e 

lig
h

ts
 w

er
e 

ca
st

 b
y 

ca
n

d
le

-g
lo

b
es

 t
h

at
 d

ri
fte

d
 t

h
ro

u
gh

m
y 

sa
n

ct
u

ar
y.

 I
 h

ad
 c

o
m

e 
to

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

 t
o

 g
at

h
er

 m
y 

t
h

o
u

gh
ts

, 
to

re
fle

ct
 o

n
 t

h
e 

p
as

t 
w

ith
 a

n
 e

ye
 t

o
w

ar
d

 t
h

e 
fu

tu
re

, 
to

 c
le

an
se

 t
h

e
m

in
d

 b
ef

o
re

 t
h

e 
co

m
in

g 
jo

u
rn

ey
. 

Y
et

…
 I

 c
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
co

nc
en

tr
at

e!
M

y 
th

o
u

gh
ts

 
re

m
ai

n
ed

 
in

 
th

e 
p

re
se

n
t, 

tr
ap

p
ed

 
th

er
e 

b
y 

th
e

te
rr

ib
le

 
fe

el
in

g 
th

at
 

w
ri

th
ed

 
in

 
m

y 
b

re
as

t.
 

W
h

at
 

d
id

 
h

e
M

E
A

N
…

?
!

I 
cl

o
se

d
 m

y 
e

ye
s,

 b
u

t 
hi

s 
w

o
rd

s 
ec

h
o

ed
 i

n
 m

y 
m

in
d

, 
a

h
u

nd
re

d
, a

 TH
O

U
S

A
N

D
 t

im
es

. 
W

o
u

ld
 h

e E
V

E
R
 r

et
u

rn
?!

 T
h

e 
so

u
n

d
w

a
s 

a 
w

h
is

p
er

, 
an

 
ec

h
o:

 
“O

n
ly

 
yo

u
. O
N

L
Y

 
yo

u
.”

 
Y

et
 

I
H

E
S

IT
A

T
E

D
, 

at
 

th
e 

b
rin

k 
o

f 
tim

e’
s 

d
o

o
r,

 
an

d
 

h
e 

m
u

st
 

h
av

e
th

ou
gh

t 
m

e A
FR

A
ID

 t
o

 g
o

, 
b

u
t 

I 
w

as
 n

o
t,

 I
 w

as
 

A
FR

A
ID

 t
o

 s
ta

y,

C
oa

xm
et

al
16

7

“A
n

d
 

w
h

at
 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 

to
 

th
e 

P
la

n
es

 
th

e 
si

eg
e 

to
w

er
in

va
d

ed
?”

E
N

T
R

O
PY

 H
A

S 
U

N
M

A
D

E
 T

H
E

M
.

“I
f 

th
is

 
si

eg
e 

to
w

er
 

ca
n

 
tr

av
el

 
th

e 
p

la
n

es
, 

w
h

y 
d

o
 

yo
u

re
m

ai
n

 h
er

e?
”

T
H

E
 T

O
W

E
R
 I

S 
T

R
A

PP
E

D
 I

N
 T

H
IS

 C
IT

Y
. 

T
H

IS
 C

IT
Y

 I
S 

A
 C

A
G

E

T
H

A
T
 I

T
 C

A
N

N
O

T
 B

R
E

A
C

H
. 

A
T
 O

N
E
 T

IM
E
 T

H
E
 T

O
W

E
R
 L

A
ID

 S
IE

G
E

T
O

 T
H

E
 P

L
A

N
E

S.
 H

O
W

 I
 W

A
S 

B
R

O
U

G
H

T
 H

E
R

E
 I

S 
N

O
T
 K

N
O

W
N

 T
O

M
E
. H

O
W

 I
 M

A
Y

 E
SC

A
PE

 IS
 N

O
T
 K

N
O

W
N

 T
O

 M
E
.

“W
h

y 
d

o
 y

o
u

 m
a

ke
 w

e
ap

o
n

s?
”

T
H

E
 

IR
O

N
 

O
F 

M
Y

 
B

O
D

Y
 

O
N

C
E
 

E
X

IS
T

E
D

 
O

N
L

Y
 

A
S 

M
IN

O
R

E
X

PR
E

S
SI

O
N

S 
O

F 
P

A
IN

. 
B

L
A

D
E

S.
 S

PE
A

R
S.

 A
X

E
S.

 A
R

R
O

W
H

E
A

D
S.

R
IV

E
T

S 
IN

 C
A

T
A

P
U

L
T

S.
 F

R
O

M
 T

H
E

SE
 I

M
P

L
E

M
E

N
T

S 
O

F 
W

A
R
 W

A
S 

I

W
R

O
U

G
H

T
. T

H
E

S
E
 M

IN
O

R
 E

X
PR

E
S

SI
O

N
S 

O
F 

P
A

IN
 W

E
R

E
 M

E
L

T
E

D
 T

O

FO
R

G
E
 T

H
IS

 B
O

D
Y

. 
M

Y
 P

O
T

E
N

T
IA

L
 W

A
S 

A
L

L
O

W
E

D
 T

O
 S

U
R

FA
C

E
.

N
O

W
 M

Y
 P

U
R

PO
S

E
 I

S 
T

O
 B

R
IN

G
 O

U
T
 T

H
E
 P

O
T

E
N

T
IA

L
 I

N
 O

T
H

E
R

M
E

T
A

L
S.

“Y
o

u
 s

ai
d

 t
h

at
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
m

el
te

d
 t

h
o

se
 w

ea
p

o
n

s 
an

d
 f

o
rg

ed
yo

u
r 

b
o

d
y.

 W
h

o
?”

E
N

T
R

O
PY

 R
A

IS
E

D
 M

E
 F

R
O

M
 T

H
E
 P

L
A

N
A

R
 B

A
T

T
L

E
FI

E
L

D
S.

“H
av

e 
yo

u
 h

ea
rd

 o
f a

 n
ig

h
t 

h
ag

 n
am

ed
 R

av
el

?”
T

H
E
 

N
IG

H
T
 

H
A

G
 

SO
U

G
H

T
 

T
O

 
SU

N
D

E
R
 

T
H

IS
 

C
IT

Y
. 

H
E

R

G
R

E
A

T
E

ST
 W

O
R

K
S 

W
E

R
E
 T

H
O

SE
 O

F 
U

N
M

A
K

IN
G

. 
S

H
E
 W

A
L

K
E

D
 T

H
E

P
A

T
H
 O

F 
E

N
T

R
O

PY
.

“D
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 h
er

?”
O

R
D

E
R
 S

E
T
 C

H
A

IN
S 

A
B

O
U

T
 H

E
R
. 

S
H

E
 W

A
S 

C
A

ST
 W

IT
H

IN
 

A

C
A

G
E
. “D
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
er

e 
th

is
 c

ag
e 

is
?”

H
E

R
 P

R
IS

O
N

 IS
 U

N
K

N
O

W
N

 T
O

 M
E
.

T
h

e 
go

le
m

 I
 l

at
er

 l
ea

rn
ed

 w
as

 r
e

fe
rr

ed
 t

o
 a

s 
‘c

o
ax

m
et

al
’ 

in
ce

rt
ai

n
 a

n
ci

en
t 

te
xt

s.
 I

 a
cc

ep
te

d
 t

h
e 

b
la

d
e 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

go
le

m
, 

th
e

w
e

ap
o

n
, 

it 
cl

ai
m

ed
, 

w
h

ic
h

 c
o

u
ld

 k
ill

 m
e.

 E
xa

m
in

in
g 

it,
 t

h
is

st
ra

n
ge

 b
la

d
e 

w
as

 a
n

 u
gl

y 
lo

o
ki

n
g 

w
ea

p
o

n
, 

sh
ap

ed
 s

o
 t

h
at

 i
t

re
se

m
b

le
d

 t
h

e 
sy

m
b

o
l 

o
f 

to
rm

en
t 

o
n

 m
y 

le
ft 

ar
m

. 
B

la
ck

 v
ei

n
s

w
o

rm
ed

 t
h

ei
r 

w
a

y 
ac

ro
ss

 t
h

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
o

f 
th

e 
m

et
al

, 
an

d
 t

h
e 

ed
ge

lo
o

ke
d

 s
o 

du
ll 

th
at

 i
t 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
ev

en
 c

u
t 

w
ar

m
 b

u
tt

er
. 

It 
fe

lt
sl

ig
h

tly
 w

ar
m

 t
o

 t
h

e 
to

u
ch

.
H

av
in

g 
n

o
 m

o
re

 t
o

 s
ay

 t
o

 t
h

e 
go

le
m

, 
I 

le
ft 

th
e 

to
w

er
.
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C

lerks’ W
ard

C
LE

R
K

S
’ W

A
R

D

W
e m

oved on, to another w
ard of the city, know

n as the U
pper

o
r 

C
lerk’s 

W
ard

. 
I 

n
oticed

 
a 

w
o

m
an

 
w

alkin
g 

to
w

ard
s 

u
s,

fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y a m

e
m

b
er o

f th
e H

arm
o

n
iu

m
, alm

o
st as if h

e w
ere

a b
o

d
ygu

ard
.

S
h

e w
as an

 o
ld

er, stern
-loo

kin
g w

o
m

an
, clearly o

n
 h

er w
a

y
so

m
e

w
h

ere. W
h

en
 sh

e n
oticed

 m
y ap

p
ro

ach
, sh

e stu
d

ied m
e

w
ith

 a d
isap

p
ro

vin
g, tigh

t-lipp
ed

 fro
w

n
. A

lth
o

u
gh

 sh
e p

lain
ly

d
idn

’t app
ro

ve o
f so

m
eth

in
g ab

o
u

t m
e, I stu

b
bo

rnly p
lo

w
ed

 o
n

.
“G

reetin
gs…

” 
T

h
e w

o
m

an
 n

od
d

ed cu
rtly, 

sp
eakin

g 
in

 
a

to
n

e co
ld

 as ice.
“Y

es? 
W

h
at 

is 
it? 

A
n

d
 

w
atch

 
yo

u
r 

w
o

rd
s, 

fo
r 

I 
am

D
iligen

ce, F
o

u
rth

 M
agistrate o

f th
e W

ard
.” I b

riefly w
o

n
d

ered
w

h
eth

er p
eo

p
le in

 S
igil ch

an
ged

 th
eir n

am
es to

 m
atch

 th
eir

p
ro

fessio
n

, o
r if th

eir given
 n

am
e d

eterm
in

ed
 th

eir p
ath

 in
 life.

“S
o

m
eth

in
g tro

ub
lin

g abo
ut m

y ap
p

earan
ce?

”
“I 

sh
o

u
ld

 
m

o
st 

certain
ly 

th
in

k 
so

! 
S

h
ou

ld
 

th
e 

A
p

p
arel

R
egu

latio
n

 
A

ct 
b

e 
p

assed
, 

p
eo

p
le 

o
f 

yo
u

r 
so

rt 
w

o
n

’t 
b

e
p

erm
itted

 to
 traip

se abo
u

t in su
ch

 a m
an

n
er, h

alf-n
aked

 an
d

filth
y as yo

u
 are…

” I co
u

ld h
ave b

een
 in

su
ltin

g, co
n

firm
in

g h
er

o
p

in
ion

. B
u

t I d
ecid

ed
 to

 fo
llo

w
 a m

o
re d

ip
lo

m
atic ap

p
ro

ach
.

“I'm
 q

u
ite clean

, b
eggin

g yo
u

r p
ard

on
, and

…
 m

ean
in

g n
o

d
isresp

ect, 
m

ad
a

m
…

 
so

m
e 

cu
ltu

res 
m

igh
t 

fin
d

 
your clo

th
es

o
ffen

sive.” S
h

e exa
m

in
ed

 m
e skep

tically fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, th

en
n

o
dd

ed
.

“Y
o

u
r po

int is w
ell-taken

…
 sir. S

till, tho
u

gh, yo
u

 can
no

t
d

en
y yo

u
 are a rath

er ro
u

gh
-lo

o
kin

g so
rt o

f fello
w

.”
“M

y ap
p

earan
ce is m

erely th
e p

ro
du

ct o
f m

y en
viro

n
m

en
t,

m
ad

a
m

, an
d

 a d
ifficu

lt life. I sh
o

u
ldn

’t b
e h

eld 
acco

u
n

tab
le fo

r
th

at.”“O
h

, bu
t yo

u
 sh

ou
ld

! H
o

w
 easy it is fo

r o
n

e to b
lam

e o
n

e’s
life, o

n
e’s su

rrou
nd

in
gs fo

r th
eir every failin

g
! I can

 see b
y yo

u
r

m
an

n
er yo

u
 are w

ell-ed
u

cated
, sir, yet yo

u
 ap

p
ear to

 in
sist up

on
a lifestyle o

f w
an

d
erin

g an
d

 sen
seless vio

len
ce. W

h
y n

o
t settle

in
 S

igil, b
eco

m
e a co

n
tribu

tin
g citizen

, rath
er th

an
 so

m
e b

lo
o

d
y-

h
an

d
ed no

m
ad

 in
 its streets?”

“T
h

e ch
o

ice is o
u

t o
f m

y h
an

d
s, I assu

re yo
u

.”

S
ensory S

tone T
rap

285

—
 th

e A
rb

o
rean

 hu
nt —

 and
 end

ed
 th

e sen
sation

 b
efo

re b
ein

g
p

u
lled

 b
ack in

to
 th

e trap
.
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4

S
en

so
ry

 S
to

ne
 T

ra
p

m
ig

h
t 

n
o

t 
b

e 
en

o
u

gh
…

 I
 m

ig
h

t 
h

av
e 

to
 

T
R

A
P 

yo
u

, E
N

SN
A

R
E
 y

o
u

fo
r 

et
er

n
ity

. 
Y

o
u

 m
a

y 
h

av
e 

re
al

iz
ed

, 
b

y 
n

o
w

, 
th

at
 t

h
er

e’
s 

no
 w

a
y

o
u

t 
o

f 
th

is
 s

en
so

ry
 s

to
n

e…
 y

o
u

r 
m

in
d

 i
s 

lo
ck

ed
 h

er
e.

 Y
ou

'll
n

o
te

 t
h

e 
ra

th
er

 SP
A

R
S

E
 s

u
rr

o
u

nd
in

gs
 I

'v
e 

le
ft 

fo
r 

yo
u

…
 a

ll 
to

h
el

p
 t

h
e M

A
D

N
E

SS
 s

et
 i

n
 g

o
o

d
 a

nd
 Q
U

IC
K
 w

h
ile

 y
o

u
r 

fle
sh

 r
o

ts
aw

a
y.

” 
H

e 
ch

u
ck

le
d

 e
vi

lly
.

H
is

 w
o

rd
s 

ga
ve

 m
e 

p
au

se
. 

I 
th

ou
gh

t 
to

 m
ys

el
f 

I 
w

o
u

ld
 r

ef
er

to
 t

h
is

 i
n

ca
rn

at
io

n 
as

 m
y 

‘p
ar

an
o

id
’ 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n,

 t
o 

ke
ep

 h
im

st
ra

ig
h

t 
fr

o
m

 o
th

er
s 

I 
h

ad
 l

ea
rn

ed
 a

b
ou

t.
 T

h
er

e 
w

as
 a

ls
o

 n
o

re
as

o
n

 n
ot

 to
 t

ak
e 

m
y 

tim
e 

w
ith

 h
im

.
“I

 
h

ad
 

so
m

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
th

en
…

” 
M

y 
ea

rl
ie

r 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
cr

o
ss

ed
 h

is
 a

rm
s 

an
d

 l
oo

ke
d

 a
w

a
y 

in
d

ig
n

an
tly

. 
S

av
e 

fo
r 

a 
fe

w
m

o
re

 t
u

fts
 o

f 
h

ai
r 

o
n

 h
is

 h
ea

d
, 

h
e 

w
as

 i
d

en
tic

al
 t

o
 m

e 
—

 e
ve

n
h

is
 a

rm
s 

h
ad

 m
o

st
 o

f t
h

e 
ta

tt
o

o
s 

m
in

e 
d

id
.

“D
id

 y
o

u
 c

re
at

e 
th

at
 t

ra
p

p
ed

 d
o

d
ec

ah
ed

ro
n

?”
“I

 d
o

n
’t 

kn
o

w
 w

h
at

 y
o

u
’re

 b
ab

b
lin

g 
ab

o
ut

. 
H

eh
. 

H
eh

-h
eh

.
A

ll 
ri

gh
t,

 it
 W

A
S 

m
e.

 B
R

IL
L

IA
N

T
, 

w
as

n
’t 

it?
 D

id
 y

o
u

 PL
A

Y
 w

ith
 it

a 
b

it?
 L

o
se

 a
 FI
N

G
E

R
 o

r 
an

 EY
E
, 

I h
op

e?
” 

H
e 

ch
o

rt
le

d
 m

er
ril

y.
“D

id
 y

o
u

 p
u

t t
ho

se
 t

at
to

o
s 

on
?”

“N
o

!”
 H

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 d

is
tr

au
gh

t.
 “

T
h

at
 o

n
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

, 
th

at
 ‘

PR
A

C
T

IC
A

L
’ 

o
n

e,
 d

id
. 

I'v
e 

tr
ie

d
 t

o 
bu

rn
 t

h
em

 o
ff,

 b
u

t 
th

e 
sk

in
R

E
G

E
N

E
R

A
T

E
S 

w
ith

 t
h

e 
ta

tto
o

s 
st

ill
 o

n
 t

h
em

! 
I 

h
av

e 
tr

ie
d

 t
o

 
T

E
A

R

th
em

 o
ff,

 s
ta

in
 t

h
em

 w
ith

 AC
ID

…
 I

 H
A

T
E
 t

h
em

…
” 

H
m

m
…

 t
h

is
in

sa
n

e 
in

ca
rn

at
io

n 
w

as
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 t
h

e 
o

n
e 

A
el

w
yn

 h
ad

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
.

T
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 m

a
ke

 t
h

e 
p

ra
ct

ic
al

 i
n

ca
rn

at
io

n
 h

e 
d

es
cr

ib
ed

 t
h

e 
on

e
D

ak
'k

o
n

 a
n

d
 M

o
rt

e 
kn

ew
. 

I 
w

o
n

d
er

ed
 w

h
y 

h
e 

h
ad

 t
ri

ed
 

to
d

es
tr

o
y 

th
e 

ta
tt

o
o

s.
“B

u
t…

 w
h

y?
” 

H
is

 e
ye

s 
fli

ck
er

 u
n

co
m

fo
rt

ab
ly

.
“I

t 
is

 m
ad

d
en

in
g 

to
 f

ee
l 

th
e E

Y
E

S 
u

p
o

n
 y

o
u

, 
re

ad
in

g 
yo

u
r

B
O

D
Y

 li
ke

 a
 B

O
O

K
…

”
“H

o
w

 d
id

 y
o

u
 m

a
ke

 t
h

is
 t

ra
p

?”
“C

an
’t 

te
ll 

yo
u

 t
h

at
…

 it
'll

 n
ev

er
 b

e R
E

P
L

IC
A

T
E

D
, 

th
e 

m
a

gi
ck

s
u

se
d

 
in

 
its

 
cr

ea
tio

n
 

w
er

e LO
S

T
, 

ev
en

 
to

 
m

e.
 CL

E
V

E
R
 

it 
is

,
th

ou
gh

…
 o

n
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 
H

ID
D

E
N

 b
en

ea
th

 t
h

e 
o

th
er

, 
so

 t
h

at
 n

o
FL

E
S

H
 b

u
t 

m
y O

W
N

 w
o

u
ld

 s
et

 it
 o

ff…
”

“S
o

 t
h

er
e 

ar
e 

ac
tu

al
ly

 t
w

o
 s

en
sa

tio
n

s 
w

ith
in

 t
hi

s 
st

on
e?

”
“Y

es
; 

th
at

 o
f 

th
e 

A
rb

o
re

an
 h

u
n

tin
g 

tr
ip

 a
nd

 t
h

at
 o

f 
th

is
T

R
A

P.
” 

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 s
u

d
d

en
ly

 w
ar

y 
o

f 
m

e.
I 

tr
ie

d
 t

o
 f

o
rc

e 
m

y 
w

a
y 

in
to

 t
h

e 
o

th
er

 s
en

sa
tio

n
 t

h
ro

u
gh

sh
ee

r 
w

ill
p

o
w

er
.

“W
h

at
…

 w
h

at
 a

re
 y

o
u

 D
O

IN
G

? 
S

T
O

P 
T

H
A

T
!”

I 
ig

n
o

re
d

 h
im

, 
co

n
tin

u
in

g 
to

 f
o

rc
e 

m
y 

w
a

y 
in

to
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
se

n
sa

tio
n

. 
I 

at
 l

as
t 

pu
sh

ed
 m

ys
el

f 
in

to
 t

h
e 

‘s
u

rf
ac

e’
 e

xp
er

ie
n

ce

C
le

rk
s’

 W
ar

d
1

6
9

“O
h

? 
H

o
w

 s
o

?”
 H

er
 c

o
ld

n
es

s 
m

el
te

d
 a

w
a

y 
in

to
 a

 l
oo

k 
o

f
cu

ri
o

si
ty

.
M

y 
lip

s 
q

u
ir

ke
d

 i
n

 a
 s

m
ile

. 
I 

h
ad

 t
he

 t
im

e.
 I

 t
o

ld
 h

er
 m

y
st

o
ry

…
 o

r 
w

h
at

 I
 k

n
e

w
 o

f 
it.

 A
t 

th
e 

en
d

, 
D

ili
ge

n
ce

 l
oo

ke
d

sh
o

ck
ed

.
“T

h
at

…
 t

h
at

 is
 q

ui
te

 a
 t

al
e,

 s
ir

.”
“W

er
e 

it 
o

n
ly

 a
 t

al
e,

 m
ad

a
m

. 
It 

is
 m

y 
lif

e,
 a

n
d

 I
'v

e 
th

e 
sc

ar
s

to
 p

ro
ve

 it
 —

 a
s 

yo
u

 n
o

te
d

 w
h

en
 w

e 
fir

st
 m

et
, 

I 
b

el
ie

ve
.”

“Y
es

, 
ye

s…
 q

u
ite

 s
o

.”
 S

h
e 

sm
ile

d
 s

lig
h

tly
…

 I
 h

ad
 b

eg
un

 t
o

w
o

n
d

er
 i

f 
sh

e 
w

a
s 

ev
en

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f 

su
ch

 a
 t

h
in

g.
 “

I 
w

is
h

 y
o

u
lu

ck
, 

si
r,

 i
n

 y
o

u
r 

un
d

er
ta

ki
n

gs
. 

M
ay

 y
o

u
 f

in
d

 y
o

u
rs

el
f 

o
n

ce
m

o
re

.”
S

h
e 

cl
ai

m
ed

 t
h

e 
tim

e 
I 

h
ad

 a
lre

ad
y 

ta
ke

n
 w

as
 m

o
re

 t
h

an
 s

h
e

co
u

ld
 

sp
ar

e 
fr

o
m

 
h

er
 

b
u

sy
 

sc
h

ed
u

le
, 

so
 

sh
e 

le
ft 

w
ith

o
u

t
an

sw
er

in
g 

an
y 

m
o

re
 q

u
es

tio
n

s.
I 

m
o

ve
d

 
o

n
 

to
 

an
 

ou
td

oo
r 

ca
fé

, 
ci

rc
u

la
tin

g 
a

m
o

n
g 

th
e

p
at

ro
n

s 
st

an
d

in
g 

n
ea

r 
th

e 
b

ar
.

I 
ta

lk
ed

 t
o

 a
 y

o
u

n
g,

 f
in

el
y 

at
tir

ed
 w

o
m

an
 r

el
ax

in
g 

th
er

e,
en

jo
yi

n
g 

th
e 

o
ut

si
d

e 
ai

r 
w

h
ile

 s
ip

pi
n

g 
at

 a
 b

ev
er

ag
e.

 H
er

 e
ye

s
w

id
en

ed
 s

lig
h

tly
 a

s 
sh

e 
to

o
k 

m
y 

ap
p

ea
ra

n
ce

 i
n

. 
S

h
e 

sm
ile

d
u

n
ea

si
ly

.
“A

h
…

 
gr

e
et

in
gs

 
to

—
” 

S
u

dd
en

ly
, 

h
er

 
ey

es
 

al
ig

h
te

d
 

o
n

M
o

rt
e.

 “
O

h
! 

W
h

at
 a

 c
u

te
 li

tt
le

 m
im

ir
!”

 I
 d

ec
id

ed
 t

o
 h

av
e 

a 
lit

tle
fu

n
 w

ith
 M

o
rt

e,
 fo

r 
a 

ch
an

ge
.

“I
sn

’t 
h

e?
 H

e 
lik

es
 t

o
 h

av
e 

th
e 

to
p

 o
f h

is
 s

ku
ll 

sc
ra

tc
h

ed
.”

“T
ru

ly
?

” 
S

h
e 

re
m

ai
n

ed
 

sm
ili

n
g,

 
b

u
t 

lo
o

ke
d

 
su

sp
ic

io
u

s.
“S

u
re

ly
 y

o
u

 je
st

, 
si

r!
 ’T

is
 o

n
ly

 a
 m

im
ir…

”
“W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 m

ea
n

? 
D

o
n

’t 
th

ey
 a

ll 
en

jo
y 

th
at

?”
 I

 a
sk

ed
in

no
ce

n
tly

.
S

h
e 

sh
o

o
k 

h
er

 
h

ea
d

. 
“N

o
, 

no
n

e 
th

at
 

I'v
e 

se
en

. 
T

h
e

y’
re

m
er

el
y 

o
b

je
ct

s,
 a

re
n

’t—
” 

M
o

rt
e 

in
te

rr
up

te
d

 h
er

:
“W

el
l, 

yo
u

 s
ee

, 
ch

ie
f, 

it’
s 

al
l a

b
o

u
t 

d
iff

er
en

ce
s 

in
 t

h
e 

qu
al

it
y

o
f 

yo
u

r 
m

im
ir.

 S
o

m
e 

—
 l

ik
e 

m
e 

—
 a

re
 m

o
re

 e
n

ch
an

te
d

 t
h

an
o

th
er

s,
 t

h
at

’s
 a

ll.
 M

o
re

…
 u

h
…

 ‘
se

lf-
aw

ar
e,

’ 
is

 t
h

e 
te

rm
.”

 T
h

e
w

o
m

an
 s

h
ru

gg
ed

.
“T

h
at

 c
o

u
ld

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 b

e.
”

I 
q

u
es

tio
n

ed
 h

er
 a

bo
u

t 
th

e 
C

le
rk

’s
 W

ar
d

. 
F

ro
m

 h
er

 a
nd

se
ve

ra
l o

th
er

 p
at

ro
n

s,
 I

 le
ar

n
ed

 m
o

st
 o

f 
th

e 
w

ar
d

 w
as

 f
ill

ed
 w

ith
re

co
rd

 h
al

ls
 a

nd
 a

d
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n

 b
u

ild
in

gs
. 

T
h

e 
p

ar
t 

o
f 

th
e 

w
ar

d
w

h
er

e 
I 

w
as

 n
o

w
 w

a
s 

d
iff

er
en

t.
 I

t 
co

n
ta

in
ed

 t
h

e 
C

iv
ic

 F
es

th
al

l
o

f 
th

e 
S

en
sa

te
s,

 a
 f

ac
tio

n
. 

T
h

er
e 

w
er

e 
se

ve
ra

l o
th

er
 b

u
ild

in
gs

 o
f

in
te

re
st

 a
s 

w
el

l. 
T

h
e 

A
rt

 
an

d
 

C
u

ri
o 

G
al

le
ry

, 
th

e 
ad

vo
ca

te
’s
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C

lerks’ W
ard

h
o

m
e, th

e ap
o

th
ecary, th

e B
ro

th
el o

f S
lakin

g In
tellectu

al Lu
sts,

th
e tailo

r an
d an

 od
d little cu

rio
sity sh

o
p

.
Q

u
estio

n
in

g h
er revealed

 
a 

b
it 

m
o

re 
ab

ou
t 

so
m

e 
o

f 
th

e
lo

catio
n

s. 
T

h
e 

ad
vo

cate 
w

a
s 

Ian
n

is, 
a 

law
yer. 

T
h

e 
b

ro
th

el
existed

 to
 p

leasu
re th

e m
in

d
 an

d sen
ses, certain

ly a typ
e o

f
b

ro
th

el w
ith

 w
h

ich
 I w

as u
n

fa
m

iliar. It w
a

s ru
n

 b
y a sen

sate,
said

 to
 b

e a su
ccu

bu
s, w

h
ich

 I tho
u

gh
t to

 b
e so

m
e so

rt o
f a

fien
d

. T
h

e C
ivic F

esth
all w

as m
o

st ren
o

w
n

ed
 fo

r its sen
so

riu
m

s,
w

h
ere o

n
e co

u
ld exp

erien
ce th

e exp
erien

ces o
f o

th
ers cap

tu
red

in
 sp

ecial ston
es. S

o
m

e are
as o

f th
e fe

sth
all w

ere re
so

lved
 fo

r
m

e
m

b
ers o

f th
e S

en
sate fa

ctio
n

 o
nly.

I o
verh

eard
 an

oth
er, o

ld
er, p

atro
n

 exp
ou

nd
in

g o
n ob

scu
re

regu
latio

n
s to

 a yo
u

n
ger co

m
p

an
io

n
 w

h
o

 w
as lo

o
kin

g so
m

ew
h

at
d

azed
. T

h
e o

ld
er m

an
 loo

ked
 so

m
e

w
h

at 
b

o
o

kish
. H

is clo
th

in
g

an
d

 accesso
ries w

ere extre
m

ely clean
, n

eat an
d

 w
ell cared

 fo
r,

an
d

 h
e o

ften
 p

au
sed to

 b
ru

sh
 so

m
e fleck o

f d
u

st o
r lin

t o
ff o

f
th

em
. A

 sym
b

o
l rese

m
b

lin
g a stylized

 d
agger, p

iercin
g u

p
w

ard
s

th
rou

gh
 a fla

m
e, w

as e
m

b
ro

id
ered

 u
po

n h
is tun

ic.
I in

terrup
ted

 h
im

 to
 get h

is attention
. T

h
e m

an
’s e

yes p
assed

o
ver m

e, glea
m

in
g a

s th
ey fixed

 o
n

 M
o

rte.
“O

h
, I say! W

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 lo

o
k at th

at! A
 flo

atin
g sku

ll!”
M

o
rte tu

rn
ed an

d loo
ked

 b
eh

in
d h

im
. “W

h
ere?

! W
h

ere
?

!”
T

h
e m

an
 gasp

ed
 as M

o
rte sp

o
ke.

“B
y th

e u
n

ju
st law

s o
f T

u
en

y th
e M

erciless!” H
e su

d
d

en
ly

co
vered

 h
is m

o
u

th
 and

 lo
o

ked
 at A

n
n

ah ap
o

lo
getically.

“S
o

rry, so
rry…

 th
e m

an
 w

as a h
o

rrib
le tyran

t, n
o

w
 lo

n
g

d
ead

. H
is n

am
e sh

o
u

ld
 n

ever b
e spo

ken
 so

; ’tis rath
er vulgar.

M
y d

eep
est ap

o
lo

gies, m
'lad

y. I d
id no

t m
ean

 to
 o

ffen
d

.” A
n

n
ah

sh
ru

gged
, ro

llin
g h

er eyes.
“T

alk as yeh
 like, cu

tter; I care no
t a w

h
it fer w

h
at yeh

sa
y…

 u
n

less ye’re rattlin
’ yer b

o
n

e-b
o

x ab
ou

t 
m

e, th
at is.” H

e
tu

rn
ed b

ack to
 M

o
rte.

“B
u

t b
eho

ld
! A

 sku
ll, b

uo
yan

t, levitatin
g o

ff th
e gro

u
n

d
,

co
gn

itive o
f its en

viro
n

m
en

t, an
d po

ssessin
g h

earin
g, sp

eakin
g

an
d

 seein
g cap

ab
ilities.” H

e tu
rn

ed to m
e, as if I w

as su
d

d
en

ly a
co

n
fid

an
t.

“T
h

is is tru
ly o

n
e o

f th
e reaso

n
s th

at th
e P

lan
es sh

all n
ever

b
eco

m
e d

u
ll to

 m
e, sir —

 ju
st w

h
en

 yo
u

 th
in

k yo
u

 h
ave seen

everyth
in

g, th
e P

lan
es sho

w
 yo

u
 yet an

o
th

er co
rn

er to
 p

eer
aro

u
nd

, and
…

” H
e raised

 h
is h

an
ds glo

rio
u

sly. “…
su

d
d

en
ly

w
h

o
le n

ew
, w

o
n

d
rou

s vistas are o
p

en
 to

 yo
u

.”
“I'm

 n
o

t su
re if M

o
rte q

u
alifies as a ‘w

o
n

d
ero

u
s vista.’ “ I

said
 

so
u

rly, 
aw

are 
it 

w
as 

p
ro

b
ab

ly 
a 

m
ista

ke 
to

 
ever 

h
ave

S
ensory S

tone T
rap
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S
E

N
S

O
R

Y
 S

T
O

N
E

 T
R

A
P

I left Q
uell, w

alking about the sensorium
s in thought. W

hen I
looked up, once again fully taking notice of m

y surroundings,
m

y steps had taken m
e to stand in front of a sensory stone.

S
om

ething 
about 

it 
seem

ed 
vaguely 

fam
iliar, 

although 
the

in
scrip

tio
n

 
at 

th
e 

b
ase, 

“W
ee

k-lo
n

g 
h

un
tin

g 
trek 

acro
ss 

th
e

fo
rests o

f A
rb

o
rea,” d

id
n

’t seem
 to

 p
ro

m
ise an

yth
in

g sp
ecial.

N
o

 h
arm

 in
 fin

d
in

g o
u

t. I b
egan

 th
e sen

sation
.

I w
as stan

d
in

g in
 a circle o

f w
h

ite ten
ts d

eep
 in

 th
e w

o
o

d
s,

so
m

e
w

h
ere. T

h
e trees aro

u
n

d
 m

e w
ere, b

y far, th
e largest I h

ad
ever 

se
en

. 
S

ud
d

enly, 
th

o
u

gh
, 

th
ere 

w
as 

an
 

o
dd

 
p

ricklin
g

sen
satio

n
 at th

e b
ack o

f m
y sku

ll…
M

y su
rro

u
n

din
gs m

elted
 in

to
 a co

lo
rless sm

ear, th
en

 slo
w

ly
reso

lved
 in

to w
h

at 
lo

o
ked

 
like 

th
e 

in
terio

r o
f 

a 
large, 

gra
y

sp
h

ere. 
A

cro
ss 

fro
m

 
m

e 
sto

o
d

 
a 

figu
re 

alm
o

st 
id

en
tical 

to
m

yself. H
is e

yes flash
ed

 in
 th

e h
alf-d

arkn
ess; a m

ad
 sm

ile sp
lit

h
is featu

res.
“I K

N
E

W
 yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
 co

m
e…

”
“W

h
o

 are yo
u

?”
“O

h
, 

do
n

’t 
yo

u
 K

N
O

W
? 

D
id

n
’t 

all 
tho

se FIL
T

H
Y

, 
L

Y
IN

G
,

T
H

R
IC

E-B
E-D

A
M

N
E

D
 

JO
U

R
N

A
L

S 
tell 

yo
u

 
w

h
o

 
I 

am
? 

T
h

o
se

jo
u

rn
als th

at w
ere so

 co
n

ven
ien

tly ‘le
ft’ fo

r m
e w

h
en

 I aw
o

ke…
th

o
se jo

u
rn

als th
at called

 m
e an

 
IN

C
A

R
N

A
T

IO
N

! H
ah

! B
u

rn
ed

th
em

 A
L

L, I d
id

, all th
at I FO

U
N

D
…

”
I felt su

d
d

en
ly ill. T

h
e jou

rn
als, m

y life, lo
st n

o
t to P

h
aro

d
,

o
r th

e D
u

stm
en

, b
u

t to
 m

yself. If o
n

ly I co
u

ld
 learn

 an
yth

in
g o

f
w

h
at th

e
y co

n
tain

ed
. “W

h
at d

id
 th

ey sa
y, e

xactly?”
“T

h
e

y sp
o

ke LIE
S, L

IE
S, L

IE
S an

d
 n

o
th

in
g m

o
re! F

ilth
 ab

ou
t a

m
an

 w
h

o
 fo

rgets h
im

self, o
th

er in
carn

atio
n

s, o
f p

reservin
g th

eir
exp

erien
ces in

 w
ritin

g so
 later lives co

u
ld b

en
efit…

 
T

H
IE

V
E

S!
It’s M

Y
 life; M

IN
E! Y

O
U

 A
L

L W
A

N
T T

O
 ST

E
A

L M
Y

 B
O

D
Y

, A
N

D
 Y

O
U

W
O

N
’T H

A
V

E IT!”
“S

o
…

 yo
u

’re o
n

e o
f m

y earlier in
carn

atio
n

s?” I h
ad

 realized
w

h
y th

e figu
re lo

o
ked

 like m
e.

“If yo
u

'd
 p

u
t ST

O
C

K in
 su

ch
 TR

A
SH, yes.”

“W
h

ere a
m

 I?”
“O

h
, 

T
H

IS?
” H

e ge
stu

red
 aro

un
d

 h
im

, sn
ickerin

g. “Ju
st a

little 
T

R
A

P, is all. I realized
 th

at KIL
L

IN
G

 yo
u

 B
O

D
Y

 
T

H
IE

V
E

S



28
2

Q
ue

ll

o
u

t 
o

f! 
M

ak
es

 f
ar

 m
o

re
 s

en
se

 t
h

an
 f

is
h

in
g 

fo
r 

th
e 

La
d

y’
s 

an
ge

r,
it 

do
es

.”
“C

an
 y

o
u

 t
el

l m
e 

h
o

w
 t

o
 g

et
 t

o
 h

er
 m

az
e

?”
“L

u
n

at
ic

! 
M

ad
m

an
! 

A
d

d
le

-c
o

ve
! 

H
av

e 
yo

u
 n

o
t 

lis
te

n
ed

 t
o

 a
w

o
rd

 I
'v

e 
sa

id
?

! 
S

h
e’

s 
im

p
ri

so
n

ed
 i

n
 a

n
 in

te
r-

d
im

en
si

o
n

al
 

m
az

e
fo

r 
tr

yi
n

g 
to

 b
es

t 
th

e la
dy

 o
f 

pa
in

! 
T

h
at

 m
ea

n
s 

sh
e’

s 
at

 l
ea

st
 t

en
tim

e
s 

as
 b

ar
m

y 
as

 
yo

u
, 

an
d

 
at

 
le

as
t 

a 
hu

nd
re

d
 

tim
es

 
m

o
re

p
o

w
er

fu
l! 

S
h

e’
s 

al
so

 m
o

st
 l

ik
el

y 
d

ea
d

, 
d

ea
d

, 
d

ea
d

, 
th

ric
e-

d
ea

d
an

d
…

 i
f 

b
y 

so
m

e 
h

ap
p

en
st

an
ce

 s
h

e 
is

n
’t…

 s
h

e'
ll 

m
ak

e 
yo

u
d

ea
d

!”
“I

 u
n

d
er

st
an

d
, 

b
ut

 I
 r

ea
lly

 n
ee

d
 y

o
u

r 
h

el
p

. 
C

an
 y

o
u

 t
el

l 
m

e
h

o
w

 t
o

 r
ea

ch
 h

er
 o

r 
n

o
t?

”
Q

u
el

l 
w

en
t 

q
u

ie
t, 

ch
ew

in
g 

o
n

 h
is

 l
ip

. 
A

fte
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 h
e

fis
h

ed
 a

ro
u

nd
 i

n
 h

is
 t

un
ic

 f
o

r 
a 

m
in

t,
 t

h
en

 p
lo

pp
ed

 i
t 

in
to

 h
is

m
o

u
th

. 
“Y

o
u

’re
 

se
rio

u
s?

 
S

er
io

u
s 

no
w

? 
W

h
y 

so
 

se
rio

u
s,

 
so

B
aa

to
r-

b
en

t,
 

so
 

m
u

le
-s

tu
bb

o
rn

?”
 

H
e 

si
gh

ed
. 

“W
el

l, 
b

o
rn

C
lu

el
es

s,
 d

ie
 C

lu
el

es
s.

”
“A

ll 
m

az
es

 h
av

e 
p

o
rt

al
s;

 t
h

is
 m

u
ch

 I
 

kn
ow

 to
 b

e 
tr

u
e.

 A
 w

a
y

in
, 

a 
w

a
y 

o
u

t…
 t

hi
s 

is
 h

o
w

 t
h

e 
La

d
y 

fa
sh

io
n

s 
th

em
. 

I 
d

o
 n

o
t

kn
o

w
 t

h
e 

p
o

rt
al

 —
 it

s 
lo

ca
tio

n,
 o

r 
ev

en
 it

s 
fo

rm
 —

 b
u

t 
I 

am
 t

o
ld

its
 k

e
y…

 is
 a

 p
ie

ce
 o

f R
a

ve
l.”

“A
 p

ie
ce

 o
f 

R
av

el
? 

B
u

t 
if 

R
av

el
 i

s M
A

Z
E

D
, 

th
en

 h
o

w
 a

m
 I

su
p

po
se

d
 to

…
”

“T
h

en
 y

o
u

'll
 h

av
e 

to
 m

ak
e 

d
o

. 
F

in
d 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

th
at

 h
as

R
av

el
’s

 t
ai

n
t 

in
 i

t, 
m

a
yh

ap
…

 t
h

at
 i

s 
al

l 
I 

kn
o

w
! 

A
ll!

 B
o

th
er

 m
e

n
o

 m
o

re
 a

b
ou

t 
it!

 I
f 

yo
u

 w
an

t 
to

 g
o

 p
es

te
ri

n
g 

so
m

eo
n

e 
ab

o
ut

so
m

et
h

in
g 

lik
e 

th
at

, 
go

 t
o 

th
e 

B
ro

th
el

 o
f 

S
la

ki
n

g 
In

te
lle

ct
u

al
Lu

st
 —

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
la

d
ie

s 
th

er
e 

is
 b

ou
nd

 t
o

 h
av

e 
m

et
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
o

r
kn

o
w

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
th

at
'll

 h
el

p
.”

A
h

, 
th

at
 t

o
ld

 m
e 

w
h

at
 I

 n
ee

d
ed

 t
o

 k
no

w
. 

A
 p

ie
ce

 o
f 

R
a

ve
l,

an
d

 I
 k

n
ew

 w
h

er
e 

o
n

e 
o

f 
R

av
el

’s
 d

au
gh

te
rs

 w
as

 t
o

 b
e 

fo
u

n
d,

 in
F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
’s

 
e

st
ab

lis
h

m
en

t. 
I 

st
ill

 
n

ee
d

ed
 

a 
po

rt
al

,
h

o
w

ev
er

. 
It 

w
as

 p
o

ss
ib

le
, 

I 
su

pp
o

se
d

, 
to

 a
ct

u
al

ly
 b

u
ild

 o
n

e.
 B

u
t

th
e 

am
o

u
n

t 
o

f 
re

se
ar

ch
 in

vo
lv

ed
, 

th
e 

tim
e 

ta
ke

n
 in

 c
o

n
st

ru
ct

io
n

,
co

u
ld

 f
ill

 a
 m

o
rt

al
 m

an
’s

 l
ife

tim
e.

 I
 h

ad
 h

op
ed

 t
o

 f
in

d
 R

av
el

, 
if

sh
e 

st
ill

 li
ve

d
, i

n
 a

 m
at

te
r 

o
f d

a
ys

.

C
le

rk
s’

 W
ar

d
1

7
1

at
te

m
p

te
d

 
to

 b
eg

in
 

th
is

 
co

n
ve

rs
at

io
n

. 
T

h
e 

m
an

 
ig

n
o

re
d

 
m

e,
lo

o
ki

n
g 

to
 M

o
rt

e 
in

st
ea

d
.

“I
 s

a
y,

 s
ku

ll…
” 

h
e 

b
eg

an
 w

h
en

 M
o

rt
e 

ga
sp

ed
.

“L
o

o
k,

 b
eh

in
d

 y
o

u
 —

 a
no

th
er

 fl
o

at
in

g 
sk

u
ll!

”
I 

re
si

gn
ed

ly
 l

et
 m

at
te

rs
 t

a
ke

 t
h

ei
r 

co
u

rs
e.

 T
h

e 
m

an
 s

ee
m

ed
to

 h
av

e 
fo

rg
o

tt
en

 m
e 

en
tir

el
y,

 i
n

st
ea

d
 t

u
rn

in
g 

in
 s

ho
ck

 t
o

 l
oo

k
fo

r 
th

is
 ‘o

th
er

’ f
lo

at
in

g 
sk

u
ll.

“N
o

! W
h

er
e?

 W
h

er
e

!”
“R

ig
h

t 
w

h
er

e 
I'm

 p
o

in
tin

g!
 T

h
er

e!
” 

T
h

e 
p

o
o

r 
fe

llo
w

 d
id

n
’t

ev
en

 s
to

p
 t

o
 t

hi
n

k 
th

at
 M

o
rt

e 
h

ad
 n

o
th

in
g 

to
 p

oi
n

t 
w

ith
, 

h
e 

w
as

so
 b

u
sy

 lo
o

ki
n

g 
at

te
m

p
tin

g 
to

 s
ee

 w
h

at
 M

o
rt

e 
sa

w
.

“W
h

er
e?

 
I 

ca
n

n
o

t 
se

e 
it!

” 
M

o
rt

e 
re

pl
ie

d
 

w
ith

 
m

o
ck

ex
as

p
er

at
io

n
.

“Y
o

u
 j

u
st

 m
is

se
d

 i
t! 

A
 w

h
o

le
 pa

ra
de

 o
f 

th
em

! 
P

ro
b

ab
ly

n
ev

er
 h

ap
p

en
 a

ga
in

 in
 a

 m
ill

io
n 

re
vo

lu
tio

n
s 

o
f t

h
e 

G
re

at
 R

in
g!

”
“I

 s
en

se
 y

o
u

 a
ls

o
 p

o
ss

es
s 

a 
p

ec
u

lia
r 

d
eg

re
e 

o
f 

m
o

ck
er

y,
” 

h
e

h
ar

u
m

p
h

ed
, h

av
in

g 
fin

al
ly

 c
au

gh
t 

o
n

.
“I

 p
re

fe
r 

to
 r

ef
er

 t
o

 i
t 

as
 k

ee
n

 i
n

si
gh

ts
 i

n
to

 h
u

m
an

 n
at

u
re

.”
M

o
rt

e 
bo

bb
ed

 s
lig

h
tly

, 
as

 if
 s

h
ru

gg
in

g.
I 

at
te

m
p

te
d

 t
o

 g
et

 t
h

e 
m

an
’s

 a
tt

en
tio

n 
ag

ai
n

. 
H

e 
su

dd
en

ly
se

e
m

ed
 t

o
 s

ee
 m

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
fir

st
 t

im
e…

 T
h

e 
m

an
’s

 e
ye

s 
w

id
en

ed
.

“B
y 

th
e 

u
n

ju
st

 l
aw

s 
o

f 
T

u
en

y 
th

e…
!”

 H
e 

ca
u

gh
t 

h
im

se
lf,

lo
o

ki
n

g 
ap

o
lo

ge
tic

. 
“I

 s
ay

, 
ar

e 
yo

u
 a

ll 
ri

gh
t?

 Y
o

u 
lo

o
k…

” 
H

e
fu

m
b

le
d

 fo
r 

th
e 

w
o

rd
s.

 “
…

hu
rt

.”
 I

 r
ep

lie
d

 I
 w

as
 a

ll 
rig

h
t. 

A
n

n
ah

in
te

rje
ct

ed
 h

er
se

lf 
in

to
 th

e 
co

n
ve

rs
at

io
n

 a
s 

w
el

l.
“A

ye
, 

it 
h

u
rt

s 
ta

 lo
o

k 
at

 ’i
m

, 
it 

d
o

es
.”

“V
er

y 
fu

n
n

y,
 A

n
n

ah
. 

I 
h

ad
 s

o
m

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

s,
 s

u
ch

 a
s 

w
h

o
yo

u
 a

re
.”

“W
h

y,
 

m
y 

n
a

m
e 

is
 

A
b

le
 

P
on

d
er

-T
h

ou
gh

t.
 

I 
p

as
se

d
 

m
y

A
d

m
in

is
tr

at
o

r 
ex

a
m

 j
u

st
 r

ec
en

tly
, 

an
d

 h
av

e 
ac

h
ie

ve
d

 t
h

e 
st

at
u

s
o

f 
an

 ‘A
9

,’ 
a 

re
se

ar
ch

 c
o

n
su

lta
n

t 
in

 t
h

e 
H

al
l o

f 
R

ec
o

rd
s,

 o
n

e 
o

f
th

e 
m

an
y 

ai
d

es
 s

p
ec

ia
liz

in
g 

in
 S

ig
il’

s 
ph

ys
ic

al
 la

w
s 

an
d

 h
is

to
ry

.
I 

re
se

ar
ch

 
to

p
ic

s 
an

d 
la

w
s 

o
f 

in
te

re
st

 
to

 
o

th
er

s.
 

It
 

is
 

q
ui

te
fa

sc
in

at
in

g,
 r

ea
lly

…
”

I 
q

u
ic

kl
y 

cu
t 

h
im

 o
ff,

 a
sk

in
g 

ab
o

u
t 

th
e 

sy
m

b
o

l 
em

b
ro

id
er

ed
o

n
 h

is
 tu

n
ic

.
“W

h
y,

 ’
tis

 t
h

e 
sy

m
b

o
l 

o
f 

th
e 

F
ra

te
rn

ity
 o

f 
O

rd
er

. 
W

e 
ar

e
re

sp
o

n
si

b
le

 f
o

r 
m

u
ch

 o
f 

th
e 

la
w

-m
a

ki
n

g 
an

d
 r

u
nn

in
g 

th
e 

co
u

rt
s

h
er

e 
in

 S
ig

il.
 M

an
y 

ju
d

ge
s,

 a
d

vo
ca

te
s 

an
d

 c
le

rk
s 

ar
e 

m
e

m
b

er
s 

o
f

o
u

r 
O

rd
er

, 
an

d
 w

e 
ar

e 
p

le
as

ed
 t

o
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

o
 h

el
p

 e
n

fo
rc

e 
S

ig
il’

s
la

w
s 

an
d

 k
ee

p
 t

h
in

gs
 o

rd
er

ly
. 

W
e 

m
a

ke
 a

 s
tr

id
en

t 
ef

fo
rt

 t
o

 le
ar

n
al

l 
la

w
s,

 
w

h
et

h
er

 
th

ey
 

p
er

ta
in

 
to

 
S

ig
il,

 
th

e 
P

la
n

es
 

o
r 

th
e

m
u

lti
ve

rs
e 

its
el

f.”
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lerks’ W
ard

“T
h

e 
F

ratern
ity 

o
f 

O
rd

er 
b

elieves 
th

at 
th

e 
m

u
ltiverse 

is
go

vern
ed

 b
y 

la
w

s. 
W

h
en

 
o

n
e 

kn
o

w
s 

all 
th

e 
law

s, 
o

n
e 

w
ill

u
n

d
erstand

 th
e m

u
ltiverse. T

h
at is o

u
r go

al. B
y u

n
d

erstand
in

g
th

e law
s, th

eir lim
its, w

e le
arn

 to
 avo

id certain
 law

s.”
P

erh
ap

s h
e w

o
u

ld
 b

e o
f so

m
e u

se, a
fter all. I asked

 ab
o

u
t th

e
Lad

y o
f P

ain
.

“T
h

e L
ad

y o
f P

ain
, yes, yes…

 sh
e is th

e fo
rce b

eh
in

d S
igil,

yo
u

 kn
o

w
. V

ery im
p

ressive figu
re, b

u
t little is kn

o
w

n
 abo

u
t

h
er.”H

e b
egan

 tickin
g o

ff th
e p

o
in

ts w
h

ich
 w

ere kn
o

w
n

 o
n

 his
fin

gers: “O
n

e: S
h

e is n
o

t ju
st a sym

b
o

l o
f S

igil, as so
m

e claim
.

S
h

e is very re
al an

d
 very d

an
gero

u
s. T

w
o

: S
h

e is b
elieved

 to
 b

e
th

e on
e th

at keep
s th

e P
o

w
ers…

 d
eities…

 o
u

t o
f S

igil. A
s lo

n
g

as sh
e is p

resen
t, th

e P
o

w
ers can

n
o

t en
ter S

igil…
 T

h
ree: S

h
e

also
 p

reven
ts un

au
tho

rized
 telep

o
rtin

g an
d gatin

g in
to

 and
 ou

t
o

f S
igil. It p

reven
ts th

e ou
ter plan

es creatu
res fro

m
 b

rin
gin

g
even

 m
o

re o
f th

eir kin
d

 to
 S

igil o
utsid

e o
f th

e co
n

ven
tio

n
al

ro
u

tes. 
F

o
u

r: 
S

h
e 

h
as 

n
ever 

sp
o

ken
. 

T
o

 
an

yo
n

e. 
F

ive: 
S

h
e

u
su

rp
ed

 co
ntro

l o
f S

igil fro
m

 A
o

skar, a P
o

w
er n

o
w

 b
elieved

d
ead

. S
ix: A

n
yo

n
e w

h
o

 th
reaten

s S
igil…

 o
r h

er…
 is pu

n
ish

ed
,

eith
er b

y fallin
g b

en
eath

 h
er sh

ad
o

w
, w

h
ich

 resu
lts in

 a series o
f

in
visib

le stab
 w

o
un

d
s th

at can
 kill even

 greater b
aatezu

, o
r b

y
b

ein
g sen

t to
 th

e m
azes, fro

m
 w

h
en

ce fe
w

 e
ver escap

e. S
even

:
S

h
e do

es n
ot like to b

e w
o

rsh
ipp

ed
. T

h
o

se th
at d

o are o
ften

fo
u

n
d

 w
ith

 th
eir skin

 m
issin

g. A
n

d
 lastly: T

h
e sigh

t o
f h

er is
b

elieved
 to

 d
rive o

th
ers m

ad
.”

I 
asked

 
ab

o
u

t 
several 

o
th

er top
ics, 

bu
t 

fo
un

d
 

eith
er 

his
kn

o
w

led
ge to

 b
e lackin

g, o
r exp

lan
atio

n
s so lon

g-w
in

d
ed

 h
e

n
ever ca

m
e to

 th
e p

o
in

t. H
e failed

 to
 no

te m
y atte

m
p

ts to
 excu

se
m

yself, so
 I ju

st w
alked

 a
w

a
y.

I m
o

ved
 to

 an
o

th
er p

atro
n

, a tall, slend
er w

o
m

an
, sip

p
in

g
w

in
e fro

m
 a sm

all cera
m

ic cu
p

. S
h

e ap
p

eared
 to

 b
e loo

kin
g fo

r
so

m
eo

n
e. 

H
er 

facial 
featu

res 
w

ere 
elegan

tly 
e

xo
tic 

an
d

 
th

e
w

o
m

an
’s ears, th

o
u

gh
 p

artially co
vered

 b
y h

er lo
n

g h
air, co

uld
b

e seen
 to

 co
m

e to
 sh

arp
 po

ints.
I greeted

 h
er. T

h
e w

o
m

an
 tu

rn
ed

 to face m
e, vio

let e
yes

flash
in

g like fla
w

less ch
ip

s o
f a

m
eth

yst. H
er sp

ee
ch

 w
as a

s
m

u
sic; I co

u
ld

 h
ear a fain

t, m
u

sical tin
klin

g, a h
un

d
red

 tin
y

crystal b
ells, as sh

e sp
o

ke. E
ach

 w
o

rd
 lin

gered
 in m

y e
ars, as if

th
ey w

ere u
n

w
illin

g to
 relin

qu
ish th

e exq
u

isite so
un

d.
“N

e
m

elle 
tu

rn
ed

 
to

 
face 

th
e 

scarred
, 

d
ou

r 
stran

ger. 
S

h
e

asked
 w

h
at h

e w
ish

ed
 o

f h
er.”

“W
o

w
, “ M

o
rte co

m
m

en
ted

.

Q
uell
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n
am

e, su
ch

 a n
am

e…
 an

d
 su

ch
 d

ark tales sw
arm

 ab
o

u
t it, like

flies o
n

 a co
rp

se.”
“Ju

st th
e sam

e, I n
eed

 yo
u

 to
 tell m

e.” H
e ro

lled
 his eye

s,
p

lop
p

in
g an

o
th

er can
d

y in
to h

is m
o

u
th

.
“S

h
e’s a n

igh
t h

ag, m
y b

o
y, w

h
o

 ca
m

e to
 S

igil…
 all evil

an
d

 cackles, sh
e w

a
s, alive w

ith
 h

er sh
ado

w
-m

a
gic, read

y to
b

u
tt h

ead
s w

ith
 th

e Lad
y o

f P
ain

. B
arm

y, b
arm

y b
arm

y o
ld

h
ag…

 o
n

ly su
cceed

in
g in

 gettin
g h

erself m
azed

. S
h

e’s likely
d

ead
, b

y n
o

w
.”

“S
h

ad
o

w
-m

agic?”
“Y

es, yes, yes…
” H

e see
m

ed
 u

n
easy ab

o
u

t sp
eakin

g o
f h

er.
“R

avel d
ab

b
led

…
 no

, n
o

t d
abb

led
, bu

t 
excelled in all sch

oo
ls o

f
m

agic. 
S

h
e 

kn
ew

 
sh

ad
o

w
 

m
agics, 

m
agics 

o
f 

illu
sio

n 
an

d
sh

ad
o

w
 su

b
stan

ce, sh
ad

o
w

s, resid
u

es o
f d

ead
 th

in
gs.”

“H
o

w
 m

igh
t I fin

d
 h

er?”
“W

h
y…

 w
h

y w
o

u
ld

 yo
u

 ask su
ch

 a thin
g? A

re yo
u

 mad?
W

h
at co

u
ld

 yo
u

 p
o

ssibly w
an

t w
ith

 su
ch

 an
 evil creatu

re?”
“S

h
e kn

o
w

s so
m

eth
in

g ab
o

u
t m

y p
ast.”

“D
o

u
b

tfu
l…

 sh
e w

as mazed
 m

an
y cen

tu
ries ago

. G
o

n
e —

p
en

n
ed 

in 
th

e 
d

ead
-bo

o
k, 

sh
e 

is. 
A

n
d

 
even

 
if 

sh
e 

w
ere

so
m

e
w

h
y, som

ehow
 still clu

tch
in

g to
 life w

ith
 h

er b
lacken

ed
,

b
loo

d
y talo

n
s, w

h
at co

uld
 sh

e 
possibly kn

o
w

 ab
ou

t you? If sh
e

w
a

sn
’t th

e sp
ittin

g im
age o

f cacklin
g evil, th

at is, an
d

 w
as even

w
illing to

 h
elp

 yo
u

…
”

I h
ad

 to
 fin

d ou
t m

o
re ab

o
u

t m
y p

ast, an
d

 ab
ou

t m
y en

e
m

y.
F

o
r th

at, I n
eed

ed
 R

avel. “I'll ju
st have to

 ho
p

e sh
e’s alive an

d
w

ill h
elp

 m
e.”

“B
y 

Lesh
e’s 

six 
teats 

an
d

 
h

er 
sw

o
llen

 
tu

m
m

y, 
w

h
at 

a
flickerin

g can
d

le o
f h

o
p

e h
u

rled
 

into 
th

e h
o

w
lin

g 
w

in
d

s 
o

f
P

and
em

o
n

iu
m

 th
at is! 

F
licker-flicker-w

hooosh!
D

o
n

’t b
e an

y m
o

re th
e fo

o
l th

an
 yo

u
 n

eed
 b

e!”
“I m

u
st still seek h

er o
u

t, w
h

eth
er sh

e’s d
ead o

r alive.”
“S

o
 if sh

e’s d
ead

 —
 as sh

e m
o

st likely is —
 th

en
 w

h
at is

yo
u

r p
lan

, m
a

y I ask? Y
o

u
 h

ave everyth
in

g all figu
red

 o
u

t, d
o

yo
u

? Q
u

ell is ju
st b

lo
w

in
g w

o
rd

s o
ut o

f h
is p

its, n
on

sen
se,

n
o

th
in

g! W
h

at do yo
u

 plan
 to

 do
 if sh

e’s in th
e d

ead
-bo

o
k, eh

?”
I h

ad
 n

o
 p

lan 
b

eyo
n

d
 

fin
d

in
g 

h
er, 

sin
ce 

I 
h

ad 
so

 
little

in
fo

rm
atio

n
. W

ith
 no

th
in

g to lo
se, I asked

, “W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 thin
k I

sh
o

u
ld

 d
o

?”
“T

h
e first b

rillian
t qu

estio
n yo

u
've asked

! M
e? 
I th

in
k yo

u
sh

o
u

ld
 give u

p th
is clu

eless id
ea o

f en
terin

g m
aze

s an
d

 ch
attin

g
w

ith
 n

igh
t h

ags an
d lop

e b
ack in

to w
h

atever cryp
t yo

u
 craw

led
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Q
ue

ll

T
h

e 
m

an
’s

 s
ku

llc
ap

 s
h

o
t 

in
to

 t
h

e 
ai

r 
w

ith
 a

 r
es

ou
nd

in
g 

po
p,

la
n

d
in

g 
st

ra
ig

h
t 

b
ac

k 
o

n
 h

is
 h

ea
d

. 
“O

h
…

 o
h 

m
y.

 I
s 

th
at

…
 is

 t
h

at
a…

?”
 H

e 
lic

ke
d

 h
is

 l
ip

s,
 r

ea
ch

in
g 

gi
n

ge
rly

 f
o

r 
th

e 
ch

o
co

la
te

q
u

as
it.

“O
h

, 
no

. 
A

p
o

lo
gy

. 
N

o
w

.”
H

e 
sc

ru
n

ch
ed

 h
is

 f
ac

e 
u

p
, 

b
iti

n
g 

h
is

 li
p 

as
 h

e 
sh

o
o

k 
hi

s 
fis

ts
si

le
n

tly
. 

F
in

al
ly

, 
h

e 
st

o
pp

ed
, 

b
ru

sh
ed

 
o

ff 
h

is
 

cl
o

th
es

, 
an

d
ex

h
al

ed
 s

lo
w

ly
. 

“V
er

y 
w

el
l, 

si
r.

 I
 a

p
o

lo
gi

ze
.”

 I
 n

o
tic

ed
 h

e 
h

ad
o

n
e 

o
f h

is
 h

an
d

s 
b

eh
in

d
 h

is
 b

ac
k.

M
o

rt
e 

flo
at

ed
 a

ro
u

nd
 b

eh
in

d
 Q

u
el

l, 
an

d
 y

el
le

d
 o

u
t,

 “
H

ey
,

ch
ie

f —
 h

e’
s 

go
t 

h
is

 fi
n

ge
rs

 c
ro

ss
ed

!”
“S

ile
n

ce
, 

yo
u

 
gi

b
b

er
in

g…
 

oh
! 

I 
m

ea
n

, 
w

h
y,

 
I'm

 
d

o
in

g
n

o
th

in
g 

o
f 

th
e 

so
rt

!”
 

T
h

e 
m

a
ge

 
sm

ile
d

 
in

n
o

ce
n

tly
 

at
 

m
e,

p
re

se
n

tin
g 

h
is

 h
an

d
s 

fo
r 

m
y 

in
sp

ec
tio

n
.

“H
m

m
. 

A
ll 

rig
h

t,
 h

er
e:

 a
 c

ho
co

la
te

 q
u

as
it.

”
H

e 
to

o
k 

it 
fr

o
m

 m
y 

h
an

d
s.

 “
O

h
…

 q
u

ite
 r

ar
e,

 t
h

es
e 

ar
e,

 a
n

d
m

o
st

 d
el

ec
ta

b
le

.”
 H

e 
b

it 
o

ff 
a 

la
rg

e 
p

ie
ce

 a
n

d
 t

u
ck

ed
 w

h
at

 w
as

le
ft 

in
to

 h
is

 t
un

ic
.

“I
 h

ad
 s

o
m

e 
q

u
es

tio
n

s…
”

H
e 

fr
o

w
n

ed
 a

t 
m

e,
 l

ic
ki

n
g 

th
e 

la
st

 o
f 

th
e 

ch
o

co
la

te
 o

ff 
h

is
fin

ge
rs

. 
“W

h
o

 t
o

ld
 y

o
u

 t
o 

bo
th

er
 m

e 
w

ith
 in

an
e 

qu
es

tio
n

s?
!”

 H
e

st
ar

ed
 a

t 
m

e 
a

cc
u

si
n

gl
y.

 “
C

o
m

e 
n

o
w

…
 w

h
at

 i
s 

it 
th

at
 y

o
u

 w
is

h
to

 b
o

th
er

 m
e 

w
ith

, 
o

r 
b

eg
o

n
e!

” 
H

e 
fis

h
ed

 a
 m

al
t-

b
al

l 
fr

o
m

 h
is

sl
ee

ve
 a

n
d

 a
te

 it
.

B
ac

k 
to

 o
n

e 
o

f 
m

y 
o

ri
gi

n
al

 q
u

es
tio

n
s,

 a
lth

ou
gh

 t
h

e 
re

m
o

te
p

o
ss

ib
ili

ty
 

o
f 

h
im

 
n

o
t 

b
ei

n
g 

Q
u

el
l 

d
id

n
’t 

b
ea

r 
th

in
ki

n
g 

o
n

.
“W

h
o

 a
re

 y
o

u
?”

“I
…

 a
m

 Q
u

el
l.”

 H
e 

h
el

d
 u

p
 h

is
 h

an
d

 i
m

p
er

io
u

sl
y,

 a
s 

if 
to

st
o

p
 

m
e 

fr
o

m
 

in
tr

o
du

ci
n

g 
m

ys
el

f. 
“…

an
d

 
do

n
’t 

bo
th

er
 

to
in

tr
od

u
ce

 y
o

u
rs

el
f: 

yo
u

 m
u

st
 b

e 
th

e 
m

o
st

 i
n

so
le

n
t,

 a
nn

o
yi

n
g

p
es

t 
th

is
 s

id
e 

o
f S

ig
il 

th
at

 I
'v

e 
h

ea
rd

 s
o

 m
u

ch
 a

b
ou

t!”
“A

 t
ru

e 
pl

ea
su

re
 t

o
 m

ee
t 

yo
u

, 
an

d
 t

h
an

k 
th

e 
P

o
w

er
s 

it
co

u
ld

n
’t 

h
av

e 
w

ai
te

d
 u

n
til

 y
o

u
 h

ad
 c

u
rle

d 
up

 a
n

d 
d

ie
d

, 
th

er
eb

y
sp

ar
in

g 
m

e 
th

e 
p

ai
n

 o
f 

b
ei

n
g 

fo
rc

ed
 t

o
 b

an
te

r 
w

o
rd

s 
w

ith
 y

o
u

! 
I

w
o

u
ld

 g
la

d
ly

 t
ra

d
e 

m
y 

fo
rm

id
ab

le
 s

o
rc

er
o

u
s 

p
o

w
er

s 
fo

r 
b

u
t 

a
m

in
o

r 
en

ch
an

tm
en

t 
th

at
 

w
o

u
ld

 
p

ie
rc

e 
yo

u
r 

th
ic

k 
sk

u
ll 

an
d

in
tr

od
u

ce
 a

t 
le

as
t 

th
e 

id
ea

 o
f ‘

m
an

n
er

s!
’ ”

I 
ig

n
o

re
d

 h
is

 t
ir

ad
e,

 a
nd

 f
in

al
ly

 s
p

o
ke

 t
h

e 
o

n
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
 I

 h
ad

w
an

te
d

 t
o

 a
sk

 h
im

. 
“W

h
at

 d
o

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 o

f R
av

el
 P

u
zz

le
w

el
l?

”
A

t 
th

e 
m

en
tio

n
 o

f h
er

 n
am

e,
 h

e 
sw

al
lo

w
ed

 t
h

e 
ca

n
d

y 
h

e 
w

as
su

ck
in

g 
o

n
 w

ith
 a

 l
o

ud
 gu

lp
, 

w
in

ci
n

g 
in

 p
ai

n.
 “

W
h

at
 t

o
 t

el
l?

!
W

h
y 

te
ll 

at
 a

ll?
 S

u
ch

 t
h

in
gs

, 
su

ch
 t

al
es

 a
re

 b
es

t 
le

ft 
in

 d
u

st
y

b
o

o
ks

 a
nd

 i
n

 t
h

e 
at

tic
s 

o
f 

o
ld

 m
en

’s
 m

in
d

s!
 E

vi
l, 

ev
il!

 S
u

ch
 a

C
le

rk
s’

 W
ar

d
1

7
3

“P
ah

!”
 A

n
n

ah
 s

n
ee

re
d

 a
t 

M
o

rt
e.

 “
S

to
p

 y
er

 d
ro

ol
in

', 
ye

h
le

er
in

’ s
ku

ll.
”

“M
y,

” 
M

o
rt

e 
re

p
lie

d,
 

“w
h

at
 

a 
h

o
t-

bl
oo

d
ed

 
lit

tle
 

ch
it!

S
ta

rv
ed

 f
o

r 
at

te
n

tio
n

? 
I 

co
ul

d
 d

ro
o

l o
ve

r 
yo

u
, 

to
o,

 i
f 

yo
u

’re
 j

u
st

je
al

o
u

s…
” 

M
o

rt
e 

st
ar

te
d

 f
lo

at
in

g 
to

w
ar

d
s 

A
n

n
ah

, 
m

ak
in

g 
w

et
sl

av
er

in
g 

n
o

is
es

…
A

n
n

ah
 s

ta
te

d
, 

“G
et

 a
 h

ai
r’s

 b
re

ad
th

 c
lo

se
r,

 s
ku

ll,
 a

n 
I'l

l 
se

e
to

 i
t 

th
at

 n
o

t 
on

e 
o

’ 
ye

r 
ch

at
te

ri
n

’ 
te

et
h

 l
ie

s 
w

ith
in

 a
 h

u
nd

re
d

p
ac

es
 o

f a
n

o
th

er
!”

M
o

rt
e 

st
op

p
ed

 
ab

ru
p

tly
, 

tu
rn

in
g 

aw
a

y 
w

h
ile

 
m

u
tt

er
in

g
u

n
in

te
lli

gi
b

ly
. 

I 
tr

ie
d

 to
 ig

no
re

 th
ei

r 
b

yp
la

y.
“Y

o
u

’re
 N

em
el

le
? 

I 
w

as
 t

o
ld

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 t

h
e 

co
m

m
an

d
 w

o
rd

fo
r 

th
is

 d
ec

an
te

r.
”

T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 

m
ad

e 
n

o
 

m
o

ve
 

to
 

to
u

ch
 

o
r 

ex
am

in
e 

th
e

d
ec

an
te

r,
 b

u
t 

on
ly

 s
p

o
ke

. 
“N

e
m

el
le

 t
o

o
k 

it 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
st

ra
n

ge
r,

tu
rn

in
g 

it 
in

 
h

er
 

h
an

d
s.

 
H

ad
 

sh
e 

se
en

 
its

 
lik

e 
b

ef
o

re
, 

sh
e

th
ou

gh
t?

 P
er

h
ap

s…
 y

es
, 

sh
e 

re
m

em
b

er
ed

 n
o

w
. 

S
h

e 
re

tu
rn

ed
 t

h
e

d
ec

an
te

r,
 w

h
is

p
er

in
g 

in
to

 h
is

 e
ar

 a
s 

sh
e 

d
id

 s
o

…
” 

I 
re

al
iz

ed
 I

kn
ew

 t
h

e 
w

o
rd

, 
no

w
 —

 ‘N
ild

en
o

sa
j’ 

—
 t

ho
u

gh
 I

 w
as

 c
er

ta
in

 t
h

e
w

o
m

an
 n

ev
er

 w
h

is
p

er
ed

 t
o

 m
e,

 b
u

t 
m

er
el

y 
sa

id
 s

h
e 

d
id

. 
S

h
e

b
lin

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e.

“W
o

u
ld

 t
h

e 
st

ra
n

ge
r 

le
av

e 
h

er
, 

n
o

w
, 

sa
tis

fie
d

 w
ith

 w
h

at
 s

h
e

h
ad

 to
ld

 h
im

?”
“N

o
t 

ju
st

 y
et

. 
A

re
 y

o
u

 lo
o

ki
n

g 
fo

r 
so

m
eo

n
e?

”
“ 

‘W
h

er
e 

co
u

ld
 

sh
e 

b
e?

’ 
N

em
el

le
 

w
o

n
d

er
ed

. 
H

er
co

m
p

an
io

n
, 

A
el

w
yn

, 
w

as
 s

u
p

p
o

se
d

 t
o

 h
av

e 
m

et
 h

er
 h

er
e 

d
ay

s
ag

o
.”

 T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 s

ig
h

ed
 m

is
er

ab
ly

; 
th

e 
ai

r 
ar

o
u

nd
 h

er
 g

re
w

ch
ill

 w
ith

 h
er

 s
ad

n
es

s.
 “

H
o

w
 l

o
n

g 
m

u
st

 s
h

e 
se

ar
ch

 t
h

is
 v

as
t,

fo
re

ig
n

 c
ity

 b
ef

o
re

 s
h

e 
fin

d
s 

h
er

 d
ea

re
st

 fr
ie

n
d

?”
I 

n
ea

rl
y 

st
ar

te
d

 a
t 

th
e 

n
am

e 
A

el
w

yn
. 

W
h

en
 I

 f
ir

st
 l

ef
t 

th
e

M
o

rt
u

ar
y,

 a
 c

iti
ze

n
 o

f 
th

e 
H

iv
e 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
 m

e,
 a

n
d

 a
cc

u
se

d
 m

e
o

f 
an

 a
w

fu
l 

cr
im

e 
to

 s
o

m
eo

n
e 

o
f 

th
at

 n
am

e.
 B

u
t 

it 
co

ul
dn

’t 
b

e
th

e 
sa

m
e 

p
er

so
n

.
“I

 c
o

u
ld

 h
el

p 
yo

u
 f

in
d

 y
o

u
r 

fr
ie

n
d

. 
W

h
at

 d
o

es
 s

h
e 

lo
o

k
lik

e?
” 

N
e

m
el

le
 c

la
sp

ed
 h

er
 h

an
d

s 
to

ge
th

er
 a

nd
 b

o
w

ed
 h

er
 h

ea
d

to
 m

e. “S
h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
so

 p
le

as
ed

 t
o

 h
ea

r 
n

ew
s 

o
f 

h
er

 f
ri

en
d

! 
S

h
e

to
ld

 t
h

e 
ki

nd
 s

tr
an

ge
r 

w
h

at
 A

el
w

yn
 l

o
o

ke
d

 l
ik

e,
 s

o 
th

at
 h

e
w

o
u

ld
 k

n
o

w
 h

er
 s

ho
u

ld
 h

e 
co

m
e 

ac
ro

ss
 h

er
.”

 A
n

 i
m

a
ge

 f
o

rm
ed

in
 m

y 
m

in
d

 —
 a

 w
o

m
an

 w
h

o
 r

es
em

b
le

d
 N

e
m

el
le

, 
b

u
t 

w
ith

go
ld

en
 e

ye
s 

an
d

 h
ai

r 
o

f f
ie

ry
 c

ri
m

so
n

.
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C

lerks’ W
ard

N
o

w
 th

at I kn
ew

 th
e co

m
m

an
d

 w
o

rd
 fo

r th
e D

ecan
ter o

f
E

n
d

less W
ater I carried

, I tho
u

ght b
ack to

 th
e S

m
o

ld
erin

g B
ar

an
d

 th
e tw

istin
g co

rp
se w

h
ich

 gave it its n
am

e.

Q
uell

279

“It w
a

s so
 tasty, to

o
…

” h
e m

e
w

led
. H

e su
d

d
en

ly lo
o

ked
 u

p
,

sn
arlin

g.
“ 

SO
R

R
Y

?
! 

A
s 

yo
u

 should 
b

e, 
yo

u
 

p
ikin

g 
d

un
g-b

eetle!
M

ages d
eserve resp

ect, an
d

 b
ash

ers like yo
u

 sh
ou

ld kn
o

w
 th

eir
p

rop
er p

lace!” H
e b

eg
an

 to
 ju

m
p

 u
p

 an
d

 d
o

w
n

. “P
ro

p
er p

lace!
P

ro
p

er p
lace!” I h

ad
 n

o
t b

een
 ab

o
ut to

 apo
lo

gize w
h

en
 h

e cu
t

m
e o

ff. P
erh

ap
s ask if h

e alw
a

ys acted
 th

is ch
ildish

.
“C

alm
 d

o
w

n
, I on

ly m
ean

 to
 ask yo

u
 so

m
e q

u
estio

n
s…

”
“I 

care not, 
yo

u
 

yea
sty, 

b
eef-w

itted
 

p
ig-n

u
t!” 

H
is 

e
ye

s
b

u
lged

 o
u

t an
d

 h
e jabb

ed
 h

is fin
ger at m

e. “N
o

w
 o

ff w
ith

 yo
u

!
O

FF! W
IT

H
! Y

O
U

! A
n

d
 d

o
 n

ot retu
rn w

ith
ou

t b
ein

g p
rep

ared to
sh

o
w

 th
e p

ro
p

er resp
ect…

 co
m

e b
earin

g trib
ute —

 a gift!” H
e

su
d

d
en

ly d
re

w
 clo

se an
d

 w
h

isp
ered

 fro
m

 th
e sid

e o
f h

is m
o

u
th

:
“C

an
d

ies o
r cho

co
late w

o
u

ld b
e n

ice. B
u

t no
th

in
g co

m
m

o
n

,
m

in
d

 yo
u

 —
 b

rin
g so

m
eth

in
g 
exotic. N

o
w

 b
ego

n
e!”

I recalled
 an

 item
 I h

ad
 seen

 in V
risch

ika’s C
u

rio
sity S

h
op

,
a 

q
u

asit 
sh

e 
h

ad
 

claim
ed

 
to

 
h

ave 
b

een
 

p
o

lym
o

rp
h

ed
 

in
to

ch
o

co
late. D

esp
ite th

e in
co

n
ven

ien
ce, I left an

d
 pu

rch
ased

 it,
sin

ce th
e on

ly altern
ative m

e
an

s I co
u

ld
 th

in
k o

f ob
tain

in
g th

e
in

fo
rm

atio
n

 I w
an

ted
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e to
 kidn

ap
 Q

u
ell and

 to
rtu

re it ou
t

o
f h

im
.

S
o

m
e tim

e later I retu
rn

ed
; Q

u
ell w

as still in
 th

e p
rivate

sen
so

riu
m

. I ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 h

im
, an

d
 told

 h
im

 I h
ad

 th
e im

p
o

rted
ch

o
co

late h
e w

an
ted

.
“O

h
?” H

is d
em

ean
o

r ch
an

ged
 in an

 in
stan

t. “V
ery kin

d
 o

f
yo

u
, very gen

tle
m

an
ly! M

a
y I see?

”
H

e h
ad

 revealed
 h

is w
ea

kn
ess to

 m
e, an

d
 I too

k ad
van

tage
o

f it to
 rep

ay th
e trou

b
le h

e h
ad p

ut m
e th

ro
u

gh. It w
as d

o
ub

tfu
l

h
e w

o
u

ld
 learn a lesso

n
 fro

m
 w

h
at I h

ad
 in

 m
in

d
, bu

t at least I
co

u
ld get a little reven

ge. I rep
lied

 to
 h

im
, “A

ctu
ally, n

o
.”

H
e reared

 b
ack, to

tally flab
b

ergasted
. “ 

W
H

A
T?

!”
“I really d

o
n

’t th
in

k yo
u

 d
eserve it. Y

o
u

've b
een

 so
 ru

d
e.”

“Y
o

u
…

 
yo

u
 

w
hat?” 

H
e 

b
egan

 
h

o
pp

in
g 

ab
ou

t.
“P

repo
stero

u
s! 

F
arcical! 

Lu
d

icro
u

s! rude 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
e

p
o

lym
o

rp
h

in
g yo

u
 in

to a b
o

w
l o

f B
aato

rian
 spice-b

ean
s, eatin

g
yo

u
, an

d
 th

en
 sp

read
in

g yo
u

 ab
ou

t S
igil in

 fo
ul-sm

ellin
g little

p
u

ffs fro
m

 m
y b

u
m

! that w
o

u
ld

 b
e m

o
st ru

d
e, I assu

re yo
u

, and
I h

ave b
een

 nothing o
f th

e so
rt!”

“In
 an

y case, yo
u

’re n
ot gettin

g it u
n

til yo
u

've ap
o

lo
gized

.”
H

e im
m

ed
iately b

eca
m

e q
u

iet, eyes n
arro

w
ed

 su
sp

iciou
sly.

“Y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld let m
e see th

is gift, first, at least?”
I gave h

im
 a ju

st a p
eek at th

e ch
o

co
late qu

asit.
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Q
ue

ll

Q
U

E
LL

T
he

 n
ex

t 
da

y 
w

e 
re

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
C

iv
ic

 F
es

th
al

l. 
I 

as
ke

d 
Sp

li
nt

er
to

 ta
ke

 u
s 

to
 th

e 
pr

iv
at

e 
se

ns
or

iu
m

s.
S

pl
in

te
r 

ha
d 

to
ld

 m
e 

a 
m

ag
e 

na
m

ed
 Q

ue
ll

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
fo

un
d

th
er

e 
as

 w
el

l, 
so

m
eo

ne
 w

ho
 k

ne
w

 s
om

e 
of

 t
he

 h
is

to
ry

 r
eg

ar
di

ng
th

e 
ni

gh
th

ag
 R

av
el

 P
uz

zl
ew

el
l.

I 
en

te
re

d 
a 

la
rg

e 
ro

om
; 

op
en

in
g 

of
f 

it
 w

er
e 

sm
al

le
r 

ro
om

s,
ea

ch
 w

it
h 

a 
st

on
e 

ho
ld

in
g 

an
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e.
 I

n 
on

e 
of

 t
he

 s
m

al
le

r
ro

om
s 

I 
gl

im
ps

ed
 a

 f
ig

ur
e,

 d
re

ss
ed

 in
 r

ob
es

.
I 

w
en

t 
in

to
 t

he
 s

m
al

l 
ro

om
. 

I 
sa

w
 a

n 
ol

de
r 

m
an

 c
he

w
in

g 
on

so
m

et
h

in
g,

 m
u

tt
er

in
g 

so
ftl

y 
to

 h
im

se
lf…

 a
fte

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 t

h
er

e
w

a
s 

a 
cr

ac
k 

as
 h

e 
cr

u
n

ch
ed

 d
o

w
n

 o
n 

th
e 

o
b

je
ct

 i
n

 h
is

 m
o

u
th

,
th

en
 s

w
al

lo
w

ed
 i

t.
 H

is
 b

u
sh

y,
 b

ra
ss

y 
w

h
ite

 e
ye

b
ro

w
s 

fu
rr

o
w

ed
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 r

o
se

, 
an

d
 th

en
 fu

rr
o

w
ed

 a
ga

in
. 

“H
m

m
m

…
”

I 
ap

p
ro

ac
h

ed
 h

im
, 

an
d

 o
ffe

re
d

 a
 g

re
et

in
g.

W
ith

o
u

t 
so

 m
u

ch
 a

s 
lo

o
ki

n
g 

at
 m

e,
 t

h
e 

m
an

 r
ea

ch
ed

 in
to

 h
is

tu
n

ic
, 

pu
lle

d
 o

u
t 

a 
pu

ce
-c

o
lo

re
d

 b
al

l, 
re

ga
rd

ed
 it

 c
u

rio
u

sl
y 

fo
r 

a
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
 p

o
pp

ed
 it

 in
to

 h
is

 m
o

u
th

.
F

ee
lin

g 
m

o
re

 t
h

an
 a

 l
itt

le
 a

nn
o

ye
d

, 
I 

lo
ud

ly
 r

ep
ea

te
d

, 
“I

sa
id

, 
‘g

re
et

in
gs

…
’ ”

T
h

e 
m

an
 f

ro
w

n
ed

 a
n

d
 w

av
ed

 m
e 

a
w

a
y,

 t
h

en
 n

od
d

ed
 t

o
h

im
se

lf 
th

o
u

gh
tfu

lly
 a

s 
h

e 
sa

vo
re

d
 t

h
e 

fla
vo

r 
o

f 
w

h
at

ev
er

 h
e 

h
ad

p
u

t i
n

to
 h

is
 m

o
u

th
.

E
ve

n
 m

o
re

 lo
u

d
ly

, 
I 

sa
id

, 
“I

'v
e…

 g
o

t 
so

m
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
s…

”
T

h
e 

m
an

 
sm

ir
ke

d
, 

b
it 

h
is

 
th

u
m

b
 

at
 

m
e,

 
th

en
 

ab
ru

p
tly

p
au

se
d

…
 h

is
 c

h
ee

ks
 s

w
el

le
d

 a
n

d
, 

w
ith

 a
 v

io
le

n
t 

ga
g,

 h
e 

sp
at

 u
p

a 
la

rg
e 

b
la

ck
 f

ly
 w

h
ic

h
 b

eg
an

 t
o

 b
u

zz
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
ch

am
b

er
.

“M
in

au
ro

si
an

 c
an

d
ie

s 
b

e da
m

ne
d!

” 
h

e 
cr

ie
d

, 
sh

ak
in

g 
h

is
 f

is
t

at
 t

h
e 

in
se

ct
. 

H
e 

w
h

irl
ed

 o
n

 m
e.

 “
W

h
at

?
!”

 I
n

 a
 c

al
m

er
 v

o
ic

e 
I

re
p

lie
d

.
“I

 h
ad

 q
u

es
tio

n
s 

ab
o

u
t 

yo
u

…
” 

H
e 

po
pp

ed
 a

 s
m

al
l r

ed
 c

an
d

y
in

to
 h

is
 m

o
u

th
.

“D
o

 y
o

u
 a

lw
a

ys
 t

ra
ip

se
 a

b
o

u
t 

m
o

le
st

in
g 

p
u

is
sa

n
t 

m
ag

es
w

ith
 

yo
u

r 
ig

n
o

ra
n

t 
p

ra
ttl

e?
! 

B
ab

b
lin

g,
 

b
la

th
er

in
g,

 
ch

itt
er

in
g,

C
H

A
T

T
E

R
IN

G
!”

 T
h

e 
ca

n
d

y 
sh

o
t 

fr
o

m
 h

is
 m

o
u

th
 o

n
 ‘

ch
at

te
rin

g,
’

fly
in

g 
in

 a
 h

ig
h

 a
rc

 t
o

 l
an

d 
on

 t
h

e 
flo

o
r 

w
ith

 a
 w

et
 

pl
ip

. 
H

e
st

ar
ed

 a
t 

it 
sa

d
ly

. 
I 

st
ar

te
d

 t
o 

sa
y 

so
m

et
h

in
g,

 b
u

t 
h

e 
o

ve
rr

o
d

e 
m

e.

Ig
nu

s
17

5

IG
N

U
S

W
e 

tr
av

el
le

d 
ba

ck
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
w

ar
ds

, t
o 

th
e 

H
iv

e,
 a

nd
 e

nt
er

ed
 th

e
Sm

ol
de

ri
ng

 
C

or
ps

e 
ba

r.
 

A
s 

w
e 

en
te

re
d,

 
a 

m
an

 
al

m
os

t 
ra

n
fo

rw
ar

d 
to

 m
ee

t m
e.

T
he

 m
an

 i
n 

fr
on

t 
of

 m
e 

ha
d 

la
rg

e 
ey

es
 a

nd
 a

 t
hi

n 
fr

am
e.

 H
e

se
em

ed
 c

on
fu

se
d 

an
d 

fr
ig

ht
en

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
re

st
 o

f 
th

e 
ba

r 
pa

tr
on

s,
bu

t h
e 

lo
ok

ed
 in

cr
ed

ib
ly

 r
el

ie
ve

d 
to

 s
ee

 m
e.

“G
re

et
in

gs
?”

 H
e 

se
e

m
ed

 f
a

m
ili

ar
, 

ye
t 

I 
w

as
 s

u
re

 I
 h

ad
 n

ev
er

se
en

 h
im

 b
ef

o
re

. 
H

e 
ch

u
ck

le
d

 l
ig

h
tly

 a
n

d
 r

o
lle

d
 h

is
 e

ye
s 

in
 a

‘y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
b

el
ie

ve
 w

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 t

o
 m

e’
 l

o
o

k 
th

at
 I

 f
o

u
nd

st
ra

n
ge

ly
 f

a
m

ili
ar

.
“ 

‘B
o

u
t 

tim
e,

 f
ri

en
d

! 
I 

th
ou

gh
t 

I 
m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
h

er
e 

al
l 

d
ay

w
ai

tin
g 

fo
r 

yo
u

.”
“U

h
…

 d
o 

I 
kn

o
w

 y
o

u
?”

“W
h

y,
 y

e
s.

” 
H

e 
ga

ve
 m

e 
a 

p
ee

ry
 e

ye
. 

“A
t 

le
as

t,
 I

 t
h

in
k.

 I
…

u
h

…
 

w
el

l…
 

ca
n

’t 
re

ca
ll 

ev
er

yt
h

in
g 

ab
o

u
t 

yo
u

, 
b

ut
…

” 
H

e
fr

o
w

n
ed

 in
 t

h
ou

gh
t, 

th
en

 s
h

ru
gg

ed
. 

“…
an

yw
a

y,
 it

’s
 g

o
o

d
 t

o 
se

e
yo

u
. 

I'm
 A

d
ah

n
. 

W
e’

re
 f

ri
en

d
s,

 I
 t

ak
e 

it.
 E

xc
el

le
n

t! 
I 

co
u

ld
 u

se
m

o
re

 
fr

ie
n

d
s 

lik
e 

yo
u

, 
it 

se
em

s…
” 

H
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 
ar

o
u

nd
 

in
co

n
fu

si
o

n
. 

“S
in

ce
 I

 d
on

’t 
ap

p
ea

r 
to

 k
no

w
 a

n
yo

n
e 

in
 t

h
es

e 
p

ar
ts

,
m

u
ch

 l
es

s 
h

o
w

 I
 g

o
t 

h
er

e.
” 

A
d

ah
n

! 
I 

ce
rt

ai
n

ly
 r

ec
o

gn
iz

ed
 t

h
at

n
am

e. “W
h

er
e 

ar
e 

yo
u

 f
ro

m
?”

 A
d

ah
n

 s
ee

m
ed

 s
u

rp
ris

ed
, 

an
d

 h
is

co
n

fu
si

o
n

 r
es

u
rf

ac
ed

.
“I

…
 h

m
m

n
n

n
.”

 H
e 

fr
o

w
n

ed
. 

“W
el

l, 
n

o
t 

fr
o

m
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
er

e,
 I

d
o

n’
t 

b
el

ie
ve

…
 o

r 
d

o 
I?

 I
 t

h
in

k 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
re

ca
lle

d
 s

u
ch

 a
p

la
ce

. 
D

o
n

’t 
re

al
ly

 r
ig

h
t 

re
ca

ll 
w

h
er

e 
I'm

 f
ro

m
, 

o
r 

w
h

er
e 

I'm
b

o
un

d
…

”
“D

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

o
 I

 a
m

?”
“A

n
…

 o
ld

 f
ri

en
d

?”
 H

e 
so

u
nd

ed
 l

ik
e 

h
e 

w
as

 t
es

tin
g 

th
e

w
at

er
. 

“A
re

n
’t 

yo
u

?”
I 

w
as

 s
u

re
 n

o
w

. 
B

el
ie

f 
h

ad
 p

o
w

er
 o

n
 t

h
e 

o
u

te
r 

p
la

n
es

. 
N

o
w

I 
w

as
 c

re
at

in
g 

b
ei

n
gs

, 
d

ra
w

in
g 

th
em

 i
n

to
 m

y 
to

rm
en

te
d

 c
ir

cl
e,

as
 i

f 
en

o
u

gh
 s

tr
ay

s 
w

er
en

’t 
fin

d
in

g 
th

ei
r 

w
ay

 t
o

 m
e 

o
n

 t
h

ei
r

o
w

n
. 

I 
w

as
 c

ar
e

fu
l 

to
 s

ay
 n

o
th

in
g 

th
at

 m
ig

h
t 

fu
rt

h
er

 r
o

il 
h

is
in

n
er

 c
on

fu
si

o
n.

“Y
es

, 
ye

s 
I a

m
. 

S
a

y,
 I 

h
ad

 s
o

m
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

fo
r 

yo
u

…
”
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Ignus

“O
h

, an
d

 I h
ad so

m
e fo

r yo
u

, too
…

” H
e fro

w
n

ed
. “E

xcep
t I

can
’t see

m
 to

 get a h
an

d
le o

n ‘em
.” H

e sh
ru

gg
ed

. “Q
u

estio
n

s —
w

h
o

 
n

eed
s 

‘em
? 

A
ll 

th
at 

m
atters 

is 
th

e 
an

sw
ers 

an
yw

a
y. 

I
th

in
k.”
I reco

n
sid

ered
, an

d tho
u

gh
t it w

o
u

ld
 b

e b
etter fo

r h
im

 if h
e

h
ad

 
as 

little 
co

n
tact 

as 
po

ssib
le 

w
ith

 
m

e. 
“W

ell, 
it’s 

b
een

in
terestin

g, A
d

ah
n

, b
ut I h

ave to
 leave. F

are
w

ell.”
“H

e
y…

 u
h

…
” H

e fro
w

n
ed

. “Lo
o

k, b
efo

re yo
u

 up
 and

 fly
aw

a
y 

to
 

w
h

ere
ver 

ab
o

u
ts 

yo
u

’re 
go

in
g, 

I've 
so

m
eth

in
g 

fo
r

yo
u

…
 at least I th

in
k so

…
”

“W
h

at is it?”
“I'm

 
n

o
t 

su
re.” 

H
e 

du
g 

in
 

h
is 

po
ckets, 

an
d

 
fro

w
n

ed
.

“P
o

ckets too
 d

am
n

ed
 sm

all to
 keep

 an
yth

in
g in

…
” H

e scratch
ed

h
is h

ead
. “M

ayb
e…

” H
e p

u
lled

 b
ack h

is sleeves, first th
e left

o
n

e, th
en

 th
e righ

t on
e, loo

ked
 an

gry, th
en

 let bo
th

 sleeves fall
b

ack to
 fu

ll len
gth

. I h
ad

 a p
ecu

liar tho
u

gh
t, as tho

u
gh w

e w
ere

actin
g o

u
t p

re-w
ritten

 lin
es.

“W
h

y d
o

n
’t yo

u
 ch

eck th
e left sleeve a

gain
? I th

in
k it m

igh
t

b
e th

ere.”
“R

eally?
” H

e p
u

lled
 b

ack th
e left sleeve ag

ain
, an

d th
is

tim
e, I sa

w
 a p

ackag
e tied

 to
 h

is w
rist. H

e sm
iled

 in
 relief,

u
n

tied
 it fro

m
 h

is arm
, th

en
 h

and
ed

 it to m
e. “F

o
r yo

u
, frien

d
.

F
ro

m
 m

e, fo
r yo

u
…

 a th
an

ks o
f so

rts!” H
e n

o
d

d
ed

 as I too
k th

e
item

. I stu
d

ied
 it…

 it lo
o

ked
 like a rin

g o
f so

m
e so

rt. I co
u

ld
alm

o
st se

e th
e scrip

t as I asked
 an

o
th

er qu
estion

.
“W

a
sn

’t 
th

ere 
so

m
e 

m
o

n
e

y 
to

 
go

 
alon

g 
w

ith
 

th
is?” 

H
e

sn
ap

p
ed

 h
is fin

gers.
“Y

es, th
ere w

as, yes th
ere w

as.” H
e lo

o
ked

 do
w

n
 at h

is b
elt,

w
h

ere th
ere w

as n
o

w
 a b

elt p
o

u
ch

. H
e un

tied it and
 p

assed
 it to

m
e. “It’s all th

ere. A
ll h

un
d

red co
pp

ers.” I too
k th

e b
ag, an

d
o

p
en

ed it. It all lo
o

ked
 to

 b
e th

ere.
“W

h
at ab

o
u

t th
at en

ch
an

ted
 item

 yo
u

 w
an

ted
 to

 give m
e?

”
H

e 
lo

o
ked

 
pu

zzled
 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t, 

th
en

 
sm

iled
, 

as 
if

re
m

e
m

b
erin

g.
“W

h
y, ye

s, th
ere w

as o
n

e, w
a

sn
’t th

ere?” H
e reach

ed
 in

to
h

is righ
t sleeve an

d
 p

u
lled

 fo
rth

 a lo
n

g, slen
d

er d
agger. “H

ere
yo

u
 are.”
A

s I lo
o

ked
 u

p fro
m

 m
y gift to

 th
an

k A
d

ah
n

, I sud
d

en
ly

n
o

ticed
 h

e h
ad

 van
ish

ed. I d
idn

’t even
 h

ear him
 leave. I w

a
sn

’t
su

re w
h

eth
er I sh

ou
ld

 b
e glad

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 sp

ared th
e b

ittersw
eet

p
ain

s o
f existen

ce, o
r sad

d
en

ed
 h

e h
ad

 so
 little tim

e to
 live an

d
p

erh
ap

s fin
d

 h
is o

w
n

 w
a

y to
 h

app
in

ess.

N
ordom

, P
art I

277

function. W
hile w

e w
ere in R

ubikon, it could attach to a know
n,

existing portal, perm
itting access to the portal w

ithout traveling
to it. In effect, it let us go alm

ost anyw
here in S

igil w
e had been

from
 w

here w
e w

ere.
I u

sed
 it to go

 b
ack to

 th
e C

lerk’s W
ard

, an
d

 rested
 fo

r th
e

n
igh

t.
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N
or

do
m

, P
ar

t I

“F
o

rm
u

la
tin

g 
n

ew
 q

u
er

y.
” 

T
h

er
e 

w
as

 
a tk

kk
-t

kk
k-

tk
kk

 a
s

N
o

rd
o

m
 b

lin
ke

d
 t

h
re

e 
tim

es
, 

ra
p

id
ly

 —
 t

h
e 

so
un

d 
w

as
 l

ik
e 

th
e

ta
p

p
in

g 
o

f 
a 

h
am

m
er

 o
n

 a
 s

h
ee

t 
o

f 
tin

. 
“E

xp
la

in
 t

o
 N

o
rd

o
m

 w
h

y
yo

u
 p

er
fo

rm
ed

 t
h

is
 a

ct
io

n
: FO

R
G

O
T
-i

n
g.

”
“I

t’s
 a

 s
id

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
f 

m
y…

 c
o

n
d

iti
on

, 
I t

h
in

k.
”

T
h

e 
m

et
al

 s
h

u
tt

er
s 

se
al

ed
 o

ve
r 

N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 e
ye

s 
w

ith
 a

 
w

hr
rr

,
th

en
 h

e 
ra

tt
le

d
 t

o
 h

im
se

lf 
fo

r 
a 

fe
w

 m
o

m
en

ts
 w

ith
 h

is
 e

ye
s

cl
o

se
d

. 
W

h
en

 t
h

ey
 kl
ik

ed
 o

p
en

, 
N

o
rd

o
m

 ch
rr

ru
p

e
d

. 
“Q

ue
ry

:
M

em
o

ry
 d

e
fe

ct
iv

e?
”

“Y
es

, 
yo

u
 c

o
u

ld
 s

ay
 t

h
at

.”
“P

re
-C

on
d

iti
on

al
 A

ct
io

n
 t

o
 c

la
ri

fy
 Q

u
er

y:
 N

o
rd

o
m

 m
e

m
o

ry
sp

ac
e 

n
o

t 
ye

t 
n

ea
r 

ca
p

ac
ity

. 
Q

u
er

y/
A

ct
io

n
: 

In
 

ev
en

t 
o

f
‘Y

es
’re

tu
rn

 f
ro

m
 S

u
b

je
ct

 (
U

n
id

en
tif

ie
d

, 
N

am
el

es
s)

 N
o

rd
o

m
 c

an
re

-r
e

m
e

m
b

er
 f

o
r 

yo
u

.”
A

 l
iv

in
g 

jo
u

rn
al

? 
I 

re
p

lie
d

, 
“S

u
re

, 
go

 a
h

ea
d,

 N
o

rd
o

m
…

an
yw

a
y,

 lo
o

k,
 I

 r
ea

lly
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
ab

o
ut

 m
y 

b
u

si
n

es
s.

”
T

h
er

e 
w

as
 a

 s
u

d
d

en
, 

ra
p

id
 s

er
ie

s 
o

f 
kl

ik
s 

an
d

 tw
an

gs
 f

ro
m

th
e 

cr
o

ss
b

o
w

s 
in

 N
o

rd
o

m
’s

 h
an

d
s.

 H
is

 e
ye

s 
sp

u
n

 a
n

d
 r

e-
fo

cu
se

d
o

n
 t

h
e 

cr
o

ss
bo

w
s,

 h
o

ld
in

g 
th

e 
rig

h
t 

o
n

e 
u

p
 c

lo
se

r 
to

 h
is

 s
id

e,
 a

s
if 

lis
te

n
in

g 
to

 it
.

“I
s 

ev
er

yt
h

in
g 

o
ka

y?
”

O
n

e 
o

f 
N

o
rd

o
m

’s
 e

ye
s 

re
m

ai
n

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
cr

o
ss

b
o

w
, 

w
h

ic
h

w
a

s 
kl

ik
ki

ng
 f

ai
n

tly
, 

an
d

 h
is

 o
th

er
 e

ye
 f

o
cu

se
d

 o
n

 m
e.

 “
Q

u
er

y:
M

ay
 t

h
es

e 
o

n
es

 jo
in

 y
o

u
 o

n
 y

o
u

r 
gu

rn
ey

?”
N

o
rd

o
m

 c
le

ar
ly

 n
o

 l
on

ge
r 

h
ad

 a
 p

la
ce

 a
m

o
n

g 
th

e 
m

o
d

ro
n

s.
H

e 
co

u
ld

 jo
u

rn
ey

 w
ith

 u
s;

 a
t 

w
o

rs
t,

 w
e 

co
u

ld
 le

av
e 

h
im

 in
 S

ig
il,

w
h

ic
h

 
at

 
le

as
t 

w
o

u
ld

 
b

e 
b

et
te

r 
th

an
 

re
m

ai
n

in
g 

h
er

e.
 

I 
to

ld
N

o
rd

o
m

, 
“S

u
re

. 
W

e 
co

u
ld

 a
lw

a
ys

 u
se

 a
 h

an
d

…
 o

r 
fo

u
r.

”
N

o
rd

o
m

’s
 

‘m
o

u
th

’ 
fo

rm
ed

 
th

e 
b

iz
ar

re
 

se
m

i-c
irc

le
 

it 
d

id
b

ef
o

re
, 

an
d

 h
is

 t
w

o
 c

ro
ss

b
o

w
s 

b
eg

an
 

kl
ik

ki
ng

 a
nd

 t
w

an
gi

ng
vi

o
le

n
tly

, 
al

m
o

st
 

vi
b

ra
tin

g 
ou

t 
o

f 
h

is
 

h
an

d
s.

 
“G

ra
tit

u
d

es
!

G
ra

te
fu

ls
! 

N
o

rd
o

m
 

an
d

 
cr

o
ss

b
o

w
s 

h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 
at

ta
ch

ed
 

to
 

a
la

rg
er

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ity
.”

I 
th

ou
gh

t 
to

 m
ys

el
f, 

I 
w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
b

e 
to

o
 g

ra
te

fu
l 

ju
st

 y
et

. 
I

th
en

 i
n

tr
od

u
ce

d 
N

o
rd

ro
m

 t
o

 t
h

e 
o

th
er

s 
w

h
o

 h
ad

 d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

tr
av

el
 w

ith
 m

e,
 in

d
ic

at
in

g 
th

ei
r 

‘d
es

ig
n

at
io

n
s.

’
I 

go
t 

so
m

e 
in

d
ic

at
io

n
 o

f 
ho

w
 N

o
rd

o
m

 w
o

u
ld

 m
ix

 w
ith

 t
h

e
gr

o
u

p
 a

s 
w

e 
w

er
e 

le
a

vi
n

g 
th

e 
ro

o
m

. 
N

o
rd

o
m

 s
u

d
d

en
ly

 s
p

o
ke

,
“A

tt
en

tio
n

: 
M

o
rt

e.
 D

id
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 I
 h

av
e 

si
x 

si
d

es
?”

M
o

rt
e 

re
p

lie
d

, 
“I

 n
o

tic
ed

. 
W

h
y 

d
o

n
’t 

yo
u

 g
o

 s
h

ar
e 

yo
u

r
in

si
gh

t 
w

ith
 th

e 
ch

ie
f, 

h
uh

?”
I 

h
ad

 f
o

un
d

 a
 ‘p

o
rt

al
 le

n
s’

 w
h

ile
 w

e 
h

ad
 w

an
d

er
ed

 t
h

e 
cu

b
ic

ro
o

m
s.

 O
n

e 
o

f t
h

e 
m

o
d

ro
n

s 
w

e 
h

ad
 m

et
 e

ar
lie

r 
h

ad
 d

es
cr

ib
ed

 it
s

Ig
nu

s
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7

I 
ex

am
in

ed
 t

he
 d

ag
ge

r 
an

d 
ri

ng
 A

da
hn

 h
ad

 g
iv

en
 m

e.
 T

he
m

et
al

 t
he

y 
w

er
e 

m
ad

e 
of

 l
oo

ke
d 

ex
tr

em
el

y 
th

ic
k 

an
d 

he
av

y,
 b

ut
w

as
 

al
m

os
t 

w
ei

gh
tl

es
s.

 
It

 
sh

if
te

d 
co

lo
ra

tio
n 

as
 

I 
w

at
ch

ed
,

ch
an

gi
ng

 f
ro

m
 s

il
ve

r,
 to

 b
ro

nz
e,

 to
 g

ol
d.

I 
sh

oo
k 

m
y 

he
ad

, a
nd

 c
on

tin
ue

d 
fo

rw
ar

d 
to

 f
ul

fi
ll

 m
y 

re
as

on
fo

r 
co

m
in

g 
he

re
, t

he
 c

ra
ck

li
ng

, b
il

lo
w

in
g 

cr
ea

tu
re

, w
ho

 m
us

t 
be

Ig
nu

s,
 t

w
is

ti
ng

 s
lo

w
ly

 b
ef

or
e 

m
y 

ey
es

 a
bo

ve
 a

n 
ir

on
 g

ri
ll

 u
po

n
th

e 
fl

oo
r 

of
 t

he
 b

ar
. 

It
 m

ay
 h

av
e 

on
ce

 b
ee

n 
hu

m
an

, 
bu

t 
no

w
 i

ts
sk

in
 w

as
 c

ha
rr

ed
 b

ey
on

d 
re

co
gn

it
io

n.
 S

tr
ea

m
s 

of
 f

ir
e 

fo
rm

ed
 a

w
re

at
h

 a
ro

u
nd

 t
h

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
’s

 b
od

y,
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
fla

m
es

 l
ic

ke
d

 a
t 

th
e

fe
w

 r
e

m
ai

n
in

g 
p

o
ck

et
s 

o
f 

fle
sh

, 
ca

u
si

n
g 

th
em

 t
o

 b
u

bb
le

 a
nd

 r
un

lik
e 

w
ax

 d
o

w
n

 t
h

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
’s

 s
ke

le
ta

l f
ra

m
e.

T
h

e 
h

ea
t 

su
rr

o
un

d
in

g 
th

is
…

 c
re

at
u

re
…

 w
as

 i
n

cr
ed

ib
le

. 
T

o
m

y 
su

rp
ris

e,
 t

h
e 

iro
n

 g
ril

l t
h

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
 f

lo
at

ed
 a

bo
ve

 h
ad

 s
ag

ge
d

an
d

 b
en

t 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
h

ea
t.

 A
t 

fir
st

, 
I 

th
ou

gh
t 

th
e 

h
ea

t 
ca

m
e 

fr
o

m
th

e 
gr

ill
…

 b
u

t 
n

o
w

 I
 r

ea
liz

ed
 i

t 
em

an
at

ed
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
. 

A
s

I 
w

at
ch

ed
, 

fle
ck

s 
o

f 
a

sh
 d

ri
fte

d
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
w

ri
th

in
g 

co
rp

se
 a

nd
flo

at
ed

 s
lo

w
ly

 t
o

 t
h

e 
ce

ili
n

g.
I 

til
te

d
 t

h
e 

D
ec

an
te

r 
o

f 
E

nd
le

ss
 W

at
er

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
gr

ill
 a

n
d

b
eg

an
 t

o
 p

ou
r.

 A
 s

m
al

l s
tr

ea
m

 o
f 

ic
e-

b
lu

e 
w

at
er

 p
o

u
re

d
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e
d

ec
an

te
r,

 a
n

d
 t

ou
ch

ed
 t

h
e 

fla
m

es
 o

f 
th

e 
gr

ill
 w

ith
 a

 v
io

le
n

t
h

is
si

n
g 

an
d 

a 
ru

sh
 o

f 
st

ea
m

…
 a

s 
if 

in
 r

es
p

o
n

se
 t

o 
th

is
 c

h
al

le
n

ge
,

th
e 

d
ec

an
te

r 
se

em
ed

 t
o

 
lu

ng
e 

fo
rw

ar
d

, 
fa

lli
n

g 
o

n
to

 t
h

e 
gr

ill
 a

nd
sh

at
te

ri
n

g!
H

is
si

n
g 

b
ill

o
w

s 
o

f 
st

ea
m

 
an

d
 

a 
fu

ri
o

u
s 

cr
ac

kl
in

g 
n

o
is

e
ru

sh
ed

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

gr
ill

, 
sp

ill
in

g 
o

ve
r 

m
e 

an
d

 f
o

rc
in

g 
m

e 
to

 c
o

ve
r

m
y 

ea
rs

 a
n

d
 t

u
rn

 a
w

a
y…

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 s

cr
ea

m
, 

a 
ca

ck
lin

g,
 a

te
rr

ib
le

 
so

un
d 

lik
e 

a 
h

un
d

re
d

 
bu

ild
in

gs
 

bu
rn

in
g,

 
p

eo
p

le
sc

re
a

m
in

g,
 t

h
ei

r 
sc

re
a

m
s 

b
ei

n
g 

cu
t 

sh
o

rt
 b

y 
th

e 
ro

ar
 o

f 
fla

m
e

an
d

 m
el

tin
g 

fle
sh

…
A

s 
I 

p
u

t 
m

y 
h

an
d

s 
o

ve
r 

m
y 

ea
rs

 t
o

 b
lo

ck
 o

u
t 

th
e 

so
un

d,
 I

fe
lt 

a 
st

ic
ki

n
es

s 
o

n
 m

y 
h

an
d

s,
 l

ik
e 

ho
t 

ch
ee

se
 o

r 
ca

nd
le

 w
ax

…
m

y 
ea

rs
 w

er
e 

b
le

ed
in

g 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
so

u
n

d
! 

I 
d

re
w

 m
y 

h
an

d
s 

b
ac

k,
an

d
 s

aw
 t

h
em

 c
o

ve
re

d
 w

ith
 c

h
u

n
ks

 o
f 

m
el

te
d

 f
le

sh
 f

ill
ed

 w
ith

b
lo

o
d

y 
sw

ir
ls

…
I 

w
as

 a
b

o
u

t 
to

 r
u

n 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
b

ar
, 

an
yt

h
in

g 
to

 g
et

 a
w

a
y 

fr
o

m
th

e 
so

un
d,

 w
h

en
 s

ud
d

en
ly

 a
ll 

fe
ll 

si
le

n
t,

 e
xc

ep
t 

fo
r 

a 
ja

gg
ed

cr
ac

kl
in

g 
co

m
in

g 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
gr

ill
. 

I 
tu

rn
ed

 —
 o

n
 t

h
e 

gr
ill

 l
ay

 t
h

e
D

ec
an

te
r 

o
f 

E
n

d
le

ss
 W

at
er

, 
n

o
w

 n
o

th
in

g 
bu

t 
sh

ar
d

s 
an

d 
st

ea
m

.
A

b
o

ve
 i

t 
w

as
 t

h
e 

cr
ea

tu
re

, 
fla

m
es

 s
til

l 
tr

ai
lin

g 
fr

o
m

 i
ts

 b
o

d
y,

flo
at

in
g 

o
ve

r 
th

e 
b

ar
’s

 f
lo

o
r.

 I
t 

w
as

 
st

ar
in

g 
at

 
m

e,
 

its
 

e
ye

s
fli

ck
er

in
g 

lik
e 

tw
o

 t
o

rc
h

es
…

S
u

dd
en

ly
 r

ea
liz

at
io

n
 s

tr
u

ck
. 

I s
ai

d
, “

I 
kn

ow
 y

o
u

…
”
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Ignus

T
h

e creatu
re’s face sp

lit, ch
arred

 flesh
 p

eelin
g aw

a
y fro

m
its jaw

 so
 th

at it m
igh

t sp
eak. “

Y
e
ssss…

" Its voice crackled,
b

u
rn

ed
, 

ro
ared

 
th

rou
gh

 
th

e 
creatu

re’s 
ch

est, 
an

d
 

w
ith

 
every

w
o

rd
, flakes o

f cin
d

er an
d

 ash
 sp

it fro
m

 its m
o

u
th

 an
d d

rifted
in

to th
e air. I cou

ld
 b

arely stan
d

 to
 lo

o
k at th

e thin
g —

 th
e

b
lazin

g rad
ian

ce su
rro

un
d

in
g it w

as terrib
le to

 b
eh

old
.

“Ign
u

s…
”

“Y
e
sssss…” 

T
h

e 
creatu

re 
flo

ated
 

to
w

ard
s 

m
e, 

th
e 

air
b

en
d

in
g fro

m
 th

e th
erm

als su
rro

u
nd

in
g it.
"L

o
n

g
 h

a
ve

 I sssle
p

t…
d

re
a

m
ssss o

f fla
m

e
sss…

"
 A

s if in response, flam
es curled w

ithin
Ign

u
s’ th

ro
at, and

 a to
n

gu
e o

f flam
e

 strea
m

ed
 fro

m
 b

eh
in

d h
is

b
lacken

ed
 teeth

.
"I a

m
 you

rssss…
 ‘til d

e
a

th co
m

e
ssss fo

r u
ssss

b
o

th
…

”
Ign

u
s’ lo

ver, D
ru

silla, h
ad

 ap
pro

ach
ed

 u
s. Ignu

s’ eye
s flared

u
p

 as h
e saw

 h
er, an

d
 b

efo
re I co

u
ld

 sto
p h

im
, h

e em
b

raced
 h

er.
S

h
e retu

rn
ed

 h
is em

b
race, lo

sin
g h

erself in
 h

is flam
es. S

h
e d

id
n

o
t 

cry 
o

u
t. 

M
y 

last 
glim

p
se 

o
f 

h
er 

w
as 

b
u

rn
ed

 
in

to
 

m
y

m
e

m
o

ry: H
er e

yes w
ere fu

ll o
f fiery p

assio
n

 an
d

 all-en
gu

lfin
g

lo
ve. N

o
thin

g w
as le

ft o
f h

er —
 n

o
t even

 ash
es.

I w
as rep

elled
 b

y Ign
u

s’ act, even
 th

ou
gh

 I kn
ew

 I h
ad

 d
on

e
m

u
ch

 w
o

rse th
in

gs. I d
ecid

ed
 I h

ad
 b

etter talk to h
im

 righ
t

aw
a

y, try to
 la

y d
o

w
n

 a fe
w

 ru
les.

“Ign
u

s, w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 to yo

u
 to

 m
ake yo

u
 th

is w
a

y?
”

“T
h

issss w
a

y…” A
 sm

all p
o

cket o
f flesh

 o
n

 Ignu
s’ ch

eek
popped, an

d ran
 in

 a steam
in

g trickle d
o

w
n

 h
is jaw

. “
T

hissss
w

a
y…

 Ig
n

u
ssss a

lw
a

yssss w
a

sss…
”

“B
u

t…
 yo

u
 lo

o
k h

u
m

an
. O

r at least, yo
u

 loo
k like yo

u
 w

ere
h

u
m

an
 o

n
ce.”

Ign
u

s tw
isted

, h
un

ch
in

g h
is h

ead
 fo

rw
ard

 as h
is b

od
y sp

u
n

slo
w

ly ab
o

ve th
e gro

u
n

d
…

 th
e effect w

as m
u

ch
 like a fiery

w
h

irlw
in

d
, th

erm
als strea

m
in

g o
ff h

is b
od

y an
d

 d
isto

rtin
g th

e
air aro

u
nd

 h
im

. “S
sssstill Ig

nu
sss…

 a
lw

a
yssss Ig

nu
sss…
”

“I h
ad

 so
m

e o
th

er qu
estion

s fo
r yo

u
…

”
“ h

ssss’ sssss! 
” M

y h
eart ju

m
p

ed
 as Ign

u
s so

ared
 several

fe
et in

to
 th

e air, an
d

 h
is jaw

 to
re op

en
, fiery trails sp

illin
g fo

rth
like 

a 
n

est 
o

f 
sn

akes.
 

“ 
n

o
 

m
o

re
 

ta
lk 

a
nd

 
q
u

e
sssstio

n
sss!

S
sssile

n
ce

…
!” I hastily backtracked.

“B
u

t I w
ish

 to
 sp

eak o
f fla

m
es, Ign

u
s, an

d
 o

f bu
rn

in
g…

”
M

y w
o

rd
s w

ere like o
il…

 an
d

 I w
atch

ed
 th

em
 fill Ign

u
s’ eyes,

fan
n

in
g th

e fla
m

es I sa
w

 th
ere.

“F
lam

essss? ” Ign
u

s d
rifted

 do
w

n
 sligh

tly, th
e h

eat arou
nd

h
im

 
risin

g, 
as 

if 
in

 
in

terest. 
“Sssss'p

e
a

k…
 

Ig
n
u

sss 
w

ill
lissste

n
…

”

N
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“N
o

t so
rries. N

u
ll so

rries. G
ratitu

d
es! In

d
entificatio

n
 o

f self
co

m
p

ro
sized

 b
y d

o
u

b
tin

gs +
 m

u
llin

gs +
 an

alysis.” T
h

e cu
b

e
chrrruped again

, and
 o

n
e o

f its e
ye b

lin
ked

 w
ith

 a 
klik —

 then
after a m

om
ent, the other eye klike

d
, as if it d

id
n

’t w
an

t to
 b

e
left o

u
t.

“Y
o

u
’re 

gratefu
l…

 
th

at 
I 

id
entified

 
yo

u
? 

A
ren

’t 
yo

u
 

a
m

o
d

ro
n

?”
T

h
e 

cu
b

e’s 
featu

res 
ste

ad
ied

 
th

em
selves, 

an
d

 
its 

m
o

u
th

fo
rm

ed
 

a 
flat 

lin
e. 

“In
d

em
n

ificatio
n

 
o

f 
th

is 
u

nit 
(w

as)
co

m
p

ro
m

ised
. 

S
u

bject 
—

 
ad

d
ressee 

ind
em

n
ified

 
u

n
it 

as
‘N

o
rd

o
m

.’ 
G

ratitu
d

es 
ten

d
ered

 
fo

r 
p

ro
vidin

g 
N

o
rd

o
m

in
d

em
n

ificatio
n

.”
“It w

a
s n

o
thin

g. R
eally.”

N
o

rd
o

m
’s e

yes klik b
lin

ked
 o

n
ce, tw

ice, th
ree tim

es; each
tim

e th
e b

lack sp
o

ts in
 th

e cen
ter o

f h
is eyes co

n
tracted

 —
 b

y
th

e th
ird

 b
lin

k, th
ey w

ere th
e size o

f d
o

ts. “R
eal-e

ye-zatio
n

reach
ed

: 
N

o
rdo

m
 

n
u

ll 
kno

w
 

n
am

e
 

o
f 

ad
d

ressee. 
In

d
em

ify
yo

u
rself.”
It w

an
ted

 m
e to

 id
entify m

yself. I w
ish

ed
 I co

u
ld

 fin
d

 a
n

am
e a

s read
ily as N

o
rd

o
m

 h
ad

, as I an
sw

ered
 “I d

o
n

’t really
have a n

am
e, N

o
rd

o
m

.”
N

o
rd

o
m

’s 
e

yes 
w

id
en

ed
, 

th
e 

d
iam

eter 
o

f 
h

is 
‘p

up
ils’

gro
w

in
g b

ack to
 n

o
rm

al size. H
e 
klik b

lin
ked

 on
ce —

 b
ut th

e
m

etal 
sh

u
tters 

th
at 

fell 
acro

ss 
h

is 
eyes 

d
id

n
’t 

rise. 
A

fter 
a

m
o

m
en

t, th
ey b

e
gin

 rattlin
g, as if stu

ck.
“U

h
…

 N
o

rdo
m

. Y
o

u
 can

 o
p

en
 yo

u
r eyes n

o
w

.”
T

h
ere w

as an
o

th
er klik an

d
 N

o
rdo

m
’s e

yes o
p

en
ed

. “N
o

t
clo

sin
g eyes: E

n
gaged

-ged
 in

 A
ctio

n
 C

larificatio
n

 fo
r S

ub
ject

(U
n

id
en

tified
, N

am
eless). F

o
rm

u
latin

g…
 su

b
m

ittin
g q

u
ery: A

re
yo

u
 lo

st?”
“Lo

st? W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 m
ean

?”
A

s N
o

rd
o

m
’s w

arb
lin

g q
u

ery en
d

ed
 w

ith
 th

e w
o

rd
 ‘Lo

st,’ a
cu

rio
u

s craw
lin

g sen
satio

n
 w

o
rm

ed
 th

rou
gh

 th
e b

ack o
f 

m
y

sku
ll —

 w
ith

 it cam
e tw

o
 certain

ties, h
an

d in h
and

: T
h

is w
as n

o
t

th
e first tim

e I'd
 h

eard
 th

is, and
 th

at w
h

at N
o

rdo
m

 w
as 

about to
sa

y to
 m

y n
e

xt q
u

estion
 w

as im
p

o
rtan

t. “W
h

en
 yo

u
 say ‘lo

ss,’
N

o
rd

o
m

, w
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 m
ean

?”
“A

b
sen

ce o
f N

a
m

e =
 A

b
sen

ce o
f Id

en
tity =

 A
b

sen
ce o

f
P

u
rpo

se =
 A

b
sen

ce o
f P

lace in
 M

ultiverse =
 N

u
ll S

tate =
 Lo

ss.
N

o
rd

o
m

 
existed

 
in

 
S

tate, 
N

u
ll, 

un
til 

S
ub

ject 
(U

n
id

en
tified

,
N

a
m

eless) 
attach

ed
 

id
en

tity 
to

 
N

o
rd

o
m

. 
N

u
ll 

Iden
tity, 

N
u

ll
P

u
rpo

se, N
u

ll P
lace eq

u
ates to

 ‘Lo
ss.’ ”

“W
ell, I im

agin
e I h

ad
 a n

am
e o

n
ce, b

u
t I fo

rgo
t it.”
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4

N
or

do
m

, P
ar

t I

N
O

R
D

O
M

, P
A

R
T

 I

W
e 

en
te

re
d 

an
ot

he
r 

cu
bi

c 
ro

om
, 

bu
t 

it
 w

as
 a

s 
if

 L
im

bo
 h

ad
al

m
os

t 
br

ea
ch

ed
 i

ts
 p

er
im

et
er

. 
It

 l
oo

ke
d 

li
ke

 t
he

 w
al

ls
 h

ad
 t

ri
ed

to
 f

lo
w

 d
ow

n 
on

to
 t

he
 f

lo
or

; 
po

rt
io

ns
 o

f 
th

e 
fl

oo
r 

w
er

e 
so

th
re

ad
ba

re
 I

 c
on

vi
nc

ed
 m

ys
el

f 
th

at
 I

 c
ou

ld
 l

oo
k 

ou
ts

id
e 

th
e

du
ng

eo
n 

co
ns

tr
uc

t.
T

he
re

 w
as

 a
 l

iv
in

g 
oc

cu
pa

nt
 i

n 
th

e 
ro

om
. 

I 
sa

w
 a

 c
ub

e 
w

it
h

fo
ur

 a
rm

s 
an

d 
tw

o 
le

gs
; 

de
sp

it
e 

it
s 

m
ec

ha
ni

ca
l 

ap
pe

ar
an

ce
, 

th
e

fr
on

t 
of

 t
he

 c
ub

e 
w

as
 a

 s
tr

an
ge

, 
or

ga
ni

c 
gr

ee
n 

fa
ce

, 
w

it
h 

tw
o

w
id

e,
 e

lli
p

tic
al

 e
ye

s.
 T

h
e 

cu
b

e 
d

id
n

’t 
se

em
 t

o
 n

o
tic

e 
m

e;
 i

t 
w

as
st

ar
in

g 
in

te
n

tly
 a

t 
th

e 
tw

o
 c

ro
ss

bo
w

s 
cr

ad
le

d
 i

n
 i

ts
 h

an
d

s.
 A

m
u

lti
-f

ac
et

ed
 l

en
s 

d
an

gl
ed

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e u
p

p
er

 l
ef

t 
co

rn
er

 o
f 

th
e

cu
b

e;
 it

 lo
o

ke
d

 li
ke

 it
 w

as
 d

es
ig

n
ed

 t
o

 p
o

p 
do

w
n

 o
ve

r 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e

cu
b

e’
s 

ey
es

, 
lik

e 
a 

sc
o

p
e.

I 
at

te
m

p
te

d
 

a 
gr

ee
tin

g 
to

 
ge

ts
 

its
 

at
te

n
tio

n
. 

T
h

e 
cu

b
e

ch
rr

ru
pe

d,
 a

n
d

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 kl
ik

-k
li

k-
kl

ik
 a

s 
its

 e
ye

s 
b

lin
ke

d
w

ild
ly

. 
T

h
e 

cu
b

e 
w

h
irl

ed
 t

o
 f

ac
e 

m
e,

 i
ts

 e
ye

s 
w

id
e,

 t
h

en
 f

lu
n

g
its

 t
w

o
 f

re
e 

h
an

d
s 

u
p

 i
n

 t
h

e 
ai

r,
 a

s 
if 

in
 s

u
rr

en
d

er
…

 y
et

 i
ts

 t
w

o
cr

o
ss

b
o

w
s 

h
ad

 t
u

rn
ed

 in
 it

s 
h

an
d

s 
an

d
 w

er
e 

n
o

w
 t

ra
in

ed
 o

n 
m

e.
In

 a
 s

tr
an

ge
, 

d
et

ac
h

ed
 w

a
y,

 I
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t 
h

el
p 

bu
t 

no
tic

e 
th

at
 e

ve
ry

jo
in

t 
on

 t
h

is
 c

re
at

u
re

 s
ee

m
ed

 t
o

 b
e 

a 
se

rie
s 

o
f 

w
hr

rr
ri

ng
 g

ea
rs

an
d

 c
o

gs
.

M
o

rt
e 

h
ad

 c
o

m
e 

u
p

 b
es

id
e 

m
e,

 a
n

d
 c

o
m

m
en

te
d

, 
“C

h
ie

f,
w

e’
re

 lo
o

ki
n

g 
at

 t
ro

u
bl

e 
h

er
e 

—
 t

hi
s 

m
o

d
ro

n’
s 

go
n

e 
ro

gu
e.

”
“R

o
gu

e?
”

“Y
ea

h
,”

 M
o

rt
e 

co
n

tin
u

ed
, 

“y
o

u
 s

ee
, 

so
m

et
im

es
 m

o
d

ro
n

s 
ge

t
a 

lit
tle

 c
h

ao
s 

in
 ‘e

m
, 

an
d

 w
h

en
 t

h
at

 h
ap

p
en

s…
 w

el
l, 

I 
gu

es
s 

th
e

be
st

 
ex

p
la

n
at

io
n

 
is

 
th

at
 

ro
gu

e 
m

o
d

ro
n

s 
ar

e 
ki

n
d 

o
f 

lik
e…

b
ac

kw
ar

d
s 

m
o

d
ro

n
s.

”
“S

o
 t

hi
s 

is
 a

…
 b

ac
kw

ar
d

s 
m

o
d

ro
n

?”
T

h
e 

m
o

d
ro

n,
 w

h
ic

h
 h

ad
 b

ee
n

 s
ile

nt
ly

 w
at

ch
in

g 
u

s,
 s

ud
d

en
ly

sp
o

ke
. 

“B
ac

kw
ar

d
s 

m
o

d
ro

n
 =

 ‘
N

o
rd

o
m

?’
 “

 T
h

e 
cu

b
e’

s 
vo

ic
e

h
ad

 a
 m

et
al

lic
, 

w
ar

b
lin

g 
q

u
al

ity
 t

o
 i

t,
 a

s 
if 

ev
er

y 
w

o
rd

 i
t 

sp
o

ke
w

a
s 

ju
m

p
in

g 
o

ff 
a 

sp
rin

g 
an

d
 l

an
d

in
g…

 w
el

l, 
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

el
se

.
Its

 m
o

u
th

 f
o

rm
ed

 a
 b

iz
ar

re
 s

id
ew

a
ys

 s
e

m
i-c

ir
cl

e,
 w

h
ic

h
 I

 t
o

o
k

to
 b

e 
a 

sm
ile

. 
“G

ra
tit

u
d

es
! 

G
ra

te
fu

ls
!”

“U
h

…
 I'

m
 s

o
rr

y?
”

Ig
nu

s
17

9

I 
as

ke
d 

if
 i

t 
w

as
 t

ru
e,

 w
he

th
er

 h
e 

bu
rn

ed
 d

ow
n 

th
e 

A
ll

ey
 o

f
D

an
ge

ro
us

 A
ng

le
s.

Ig
n

u
s’

 f
ac

e 
sp

lit
, 

th
e 

fle
sh

 a
ro

un
d

 t
h

e 
co

rn
er

 o
f 

h
is

 m
o

u
th

cr
ac

ki
n

g,
 t

h
en

 r
e-

m
el

tin
g 

in
to

 c
h

ar
re

d
, 

sn
ee

ri
n

g 
re

d
-a

nd
-b

la
ck

p
ie

ce
s.

 
“Y

e
ss

ss
…

 
a

 
d

re
a

m
 

ss
ss

h
a

ll 
Ig

n
u

ss
ss

 
ss

sh
a

re
…

”
 

A
to

rr
en

t 
of

 f
la

m
es

 p
ou

re
d 

fr
om

 I
gn

us
, a

nd
 I

 t
oo

k 
a 

st
ep

 b
ac

k,
 t

he
ai

r 
b

e
n

di
n

g f
ro

m
 th

e 
he

at
.

“S
ss

st
re

e
ts

ss
 a

t 
n

ig
ht

…
 s

ss
ss

o
 c

o
ld

…
 I

g
n
u

ss
ss

 b
u

rn
nn

 t
h

e
b

u
ild

in
g

ss
ss

, 
th

e
 

d
w

e
lle

rs
ss

…
 

a
ll 

ra
n

 
fr

o
m

 
Ig

n
u

ss
ss

, 
th

e
fla

m
e
ss

ss
, 

a
nd

 
th

e
 

b
ui

ld
in

g
ss

ss
 

w
e
re

 
a

s 
fla

m
e
ss

ss
ss

…
sc

re
a

m
ss

ss
 a

s 
th

e
 d

w
e
lle

rs
ss

s 
b

e
ca

m
e
 T

O
R

C
H

E
S

S
ss

ss
…

”
“B

u
ild

in
g

ss
ss

 
a

s 
sk

e
le

to
n

ss
ss

…
 

A
n
g

le
ss

ss
, 

b
od

ie
ss

ss
 

a
s

sk
e
le

to
n

ss
ss

…
 

re
d

ss
s 

a
n

d
 

o
ra

n
g

e
ss

ss
 

a
nd

 
b

la
ck

ss
ss

, 
th

e
fla

m
e
ss

ss
 s

ss
sp

re
a

d
in

g,
 c

a
re

ss
si

n
g

…
 s

ss
u

ch
 li

g
h

ts
ss

s…
”

“S
ss

…
” I

gn
u

s’
 f

u
ry

 d
ie

d
, 

th
e 

w
re

at
h

s 
o

f 
fla

m
e

s 
su

rr
o

u
nd

in
g

h
im

 e
b

b
in

g 
so

m
e

w
h

at
. 

H
e 

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 b
e 

lo
st

 i
n

 t
h

ou
gh

t 
—

p
er

h
ap

s 
lo

st
 

in
 

m
e

m
o

ry
. 

“
S

ss
s…

 
a

n
d

 
Ig

nu
ss

ss
 

w
a

ss
ss

p
le

a
ss

se
d

…
” O

nc
e 

ag
ai

n,
 I

 w
as

 d
is

gu
st

ed
 w

it
h 

hi
m

. I
 d

ec
id

ed
 to

sw
it

ch
 to

 a
no

th
er

 to
pi

c.
“I

gn
u

s,
 y

o
u

r 
m

a
st

er
y 

o
f 

th
e 

A
rt

…
 c

an
 y

o
u

 t
ea

ch
 m

e 
an

y 
o

f
yo

u
r 

p
o

w
er

s?
”

“S
ss

s…
 I

g
n

u
ss

ss
 o

n
ce

 k
n

e
w

 m
u

ch
…

 n
o

 l
o

n
g

e
r…

 I
g
n

u
ss

ss
b

u
rn

n
ss

ss
…

 i
n
 s

ss
u

ffe
rin

g,
 I

g
n

u
ss

ss
s 

le
a

rn
ss

ss
…

” 
A

 t
in

y 
fla

m
e

gu
st

ed
 f

ro
m

 h
is

 m
o

u
th

, 
lik

e 
la

u
gh

te
r,

 a
nd

 a
 s

tr
ea

m
 o

f 
e

m
b

er
s

sp
at

 fo
rt

h
. 

“S
ss

su
ffe

r…
 le

a
rn

…”
I 

kn
ew

 h
e 

m
ea

n
t 

to
 h

u
rt

 m
e 

as
 p

ar
t 

o
f 

h
is

 t
ea

ch
in

g.
 A

n
d

 I
kn

ew
 

I 
d

id
n

’t 
tr

u
st

 
h

im
, 

th
at

 
m

y 
b

o
d

y 
w

as
 

u
n

co
n

sc
io

u
sl

y
te

n
si

n
g,

 r
ea

d
y 

to
 a

tt
ac

k 
h

im
 i

f 
h

e 
m

o
ve

d
 a

n
y 

cl
o

se
r.

 I
 c

o
u

ld
n

’t
u

n
d

er
st

an
d

 w
h

y,
 b

u
t 

it 
m

ig
h

t 
h

av
e 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

to
 d

o
 w

ith
 t

h
e

gr
o

w
in

g 
fe

el
in

g 
o

f 
fa

m
ili

ar
ity

 w
ith

 I
gn

u
s.

“I
gn

u
s,

 
I 

sp
o

ke
 

w
ith

 
a 

st
o

ry
te

lle
r 

in
 

th
e 

H
iv

e,
 

an
d

 
h

e
m

en
tio

n
ed

 t
h

at
 s

o
m

eo
n

e ta
ug

ht
 y

o
u

 t
h

es
e 

th
in

gs
…

 w
h

o
? 

”
“O

f 
le

a
rn

in
g

ss
ss

 a
nd

 t
e
a

ch
in

g
ss

s 
yo

u
 k

n
o

w
…

” 
G

o
u

ts
 o

f
fla

m
e 

er
u

p
te

d
 f

ro
m

 I
gn

u
s’

 m
o

u
th

, 
in

 a
 h

o
rr

id
 s

em
b

la
n

ce
 o

f
la

u
gh

te
r.

 
“Y

ou
 

h
a

ve
 

a
lw

a
ys

ss
s 

ta
u

gh
t 

Ig
n

u
ss

ss
…

 
Ig

n
u

ss
s

m
a

ss
ss

’ t
e
r,

 y
o

u
 w

e
re

.
 ”

“M
e?

 
A

re
 

yo
u

 s
ur

e…
?”

 
Ig

n
u

s’
 

vo
ic

e 
dr

op
pe

d,
 

an
d 

th
e

cr
ac

kl
in

g 
o

f t
h

e 
fla

m
es

 d
ie

d
.

“Y
e
ss

ss
…

 i
t 

is
ss

s 
th

e
 o

n
ly

 r
e
a

ss
ss

o
n

…
 I

g
n
u

ss
ss

…
 o

b
e
ys

ss
yo

u
 “

 F
la

m
es

 r
o

se
 a

ro
u

n
d

 h
im

 i
n

 a
 c

ra
ck

lin
g 

sp
ir

al
. 

“
‘ti

l 
d

e
a

th
co

m
e
ss

ss
 

fo
r 

u
ss

ss
 

b
o

th
…

 
yo

u
r 

w
o

rd
ss

ss
s 

to
 

m
e
…

 
to

 
yo

u
r

ss
ss

tu
d

e
n

t 
ig

n
u

ss
ss

…
 

Ig
n
u

ss
s 

h
a

ss
ss

 
n

o
t 

fo
rg

o
tt
en

…
M

a
ss

ss
te

r…
”
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Ignus

“Ign
u

s, if I w
as yo

u
r ‘M

aster'…
 can

 yo
u

 re
m

e
m

b
er an

yth
in

g
ab

o
u

t m
e?

”
Ign

u
s h

issed
…

 an
d

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, h

is 
features flickered

 —
at first, I th

ou
gh

t it w
as th

e fla
m

es, b
u

t it w
as n

o
t…

 it w
as th

e
flickerin

g o
f m

em
ory…

 I su
rren

d
ered

 to th
e m

e
m

o
ry.

T
h

e cracklin
g o

f Ign
u

s’ fla
m

es su
b

sid
ed

, lessen
in

g as th
e

ch
arred

 b
on

es o
f Ign

u
s’ b

od
y fo

ld
ed

 up
, tw

istin
g in

to
 itself u

n
til

h
is lim

b
s lay m

o
tio

n
less, b

eco
m

in
g a stack o

f w
o

o
d

 w
ith

in
 a

h
u

ge iron
 firep

lace…
 I w

a
s starin

g in
to

 a fire, bu
rn

in
g b

righ
tly

w
ith

in
 a vau

lted
 ro

o
m

. T
h

e fire cra
ckled

 an
d

 sp
at em

b
ers o

n
to

th
e ston

e flo
o

r, m
o

tes risin
g fro

m
 th

e firep
lace. F

ain
tly, fro

m
th

e 
d

arkn
ess 

b
eh

in
d 

m
e, 

I 
co

u
ld

 
h

ear 
th

e 
rasp

 
o

f 
so

m
eo

n
e

b
reath

in
g.

In
 th

e m
e

m
o

ry, I sp
o

ke, “I can
 

hear yo
u

…
 step

 into
 th

e
ligh

t.”T
h

ere w
as th

e sh
u

fflin
g o

f san
d

als, an
d

 a frail yo
u

th
 stepp

ed
in

to th
e ed

ges o
f th

e fireligh
t. H

is w
id

e, b
lack eyes cau

gh
t th

e
fla

m
es an

d
 m

irro
red

 th
em

. H
e w

as n
ervo

u
s —

 I co
u

ld
 h

ear h
is

m
u

scle
s sh

akin
g, h

is vo
ice trem

b
lin

g —
 ju

st eno
u

gh
 to

 in
crease

m
y irritatio

n
. “F

o
rgive m

y in
tru

sion
, m

aster. I—
”

“Y
o

u
 h

ave already in
tru

d
ed

, sup
p

lican
t. Y

o
u

 d
id

 so
 w

ith
in

ten
tio

n. I w
ill h

ear it n
o

w
, th

en
 yo

u
 w

ill leave m
e to

 m
y

th
ou

gh
ts.”

T
h

e 
b

o
y 

to
o

k 
a 

d
eep

 
b

reath, 
and

 
glan

ced
 

at 
th

e 
fire.

“M
aster, I…

 d
ream

ed
 o

f fla
m

es ag
ain

, last n
igh

t…
 th

ey felt
real, an

d
 yo

u
 said

 th
at w

e w
ere to

 co
m

e to
 yo

u
 if —

”
“It w

a
s a dream

, no
th

in
g m

o
re. N

o
w

 lea
ve.”

T
h

e b
o

y d
id

 no
t m

o
ve —

 h
is b

ro
w

s d
rew

 to
geth

er, an
d

slo
w

ly, h
e d

isp
layed

 h
is h

and
s. T

h
e flesh

 aro
u

nd
 th

e fin
gers…

b
lacken

ed
, b

u
rn

ed
.

“H
o

w
 d

id
 yo

u
r h

an
d

s co
m

e to
 b

e bu
rn

ed, sup
p

lican
t?”

“I aw
o

ke an
d

 m
y h

an
d

s w
ere as ash

.” T
h

e b
o

y m
et m

y g
aze;

h
e w

as still tre
m

b
lin

g, fain
tly, b

u
t th

ere w
as an

 eagern
ess in

 h
is

vo
ice w

h
ich

 an
gered

 m
e. “I d

ream
ed

 I so
ared

 ab
o

ve th
e earth

an
d

 th
e gro

un
d

 an
d

 sky w
ere a

s fire. T
h

e w
o

rld
 itself w

as so
b

righ
t th

at it…
 h

u
rt to

 loo
k at it, m

aster. A
n

d
 w

h
en

 I aw
o

ke, m
y

h
an

d
s…

 th
ey w

ere b
u

rn
ed

, as if I h
ad h

eld a fla
m

e w
ith

in
 m

y
h

an
d

s.”
“Y

o
u

 lie, su
pp

lican
t. Y

o
u h

ave co
m

e to
 m

e w
ith

 a sto
ry, an

d
n

o
w

 yo
u

 are in
 d

an
ger o

f 
angering m

e.”
“N

o
, m

aster…
” T

h
e b

o
y’s 

face glisten
ed

 
w

ith
 

a 
sw

eaty
sh

een
 o

f fear. “N
o

, u
p

on
 m

y life, I d
o

 n
ot!”

R
ubikon

273

m
agic, but he did not possess m

y recuperative pow
ers, and

eventually fell.
I w

as pleased to discover on his body a scroll for the spell
he 

had 
cast. 

I 
copied 

it 
into 

m
y 

spell 
book. 

T
he 

m
agical

concepts behind it w
ere too advanced for m

e to be able to cast
it, but I w

as sure at the rate I w
as recovering the m

agical
know

ledge gained in past lives I w
ould be able to use it soon.

W
e passed through several m

ore room
s, finding only m

ore
of the m

undane constructs. I w
as close to turning back, since

there seem
ed little m

ore to be learned here.
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R
ub

ik
on

H
e 

si
gh

ed
 a

n
d

 f
ro

w
n

ed
. 

“U
n

fo
rt

u
n

at
el

y 
th

er
e 

w
as

 a
 f

ai
l s

a
fe

m
ec

h
an

is
m

 t
h

at
 I

 w
as

 n
o

t 
aw

ar
e 

o
f. 

M
y 

at
te

m
p

t 
at

 f
re

ed
o

m
 w

as
ju

d
ge

d
 a

n e
rr

or
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
d

un
ge

o
n

 c
o

lla
p

se
d

 u
p

on
 it

se
lf,

 t
ra

p
p

in
g

m
e 

in
 s

ta
si

s…
” 

H
e 

ga
ze

d
 o

ff 
in

to
 t

h
e 

d
is

ta
n

ce
. 

“I
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 i

n
st

as
is

 f
o

r 
ce

n
tu

ri
es

, 
si

rr
ah

. 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 s
til

l 
b

e 
th

er
e 

if 
yo

u
 h

ad
n

’t
re

se
t 

th
e 

cu
b

e 
an

d
 s

et
 i

t 
fo

r ha
rd

 d
iff

ic
u

lty
.”

 H
e 

tu
rn

ed
 h

is
at

te
n

tio
n

 t
o 

m
e.

“S
o

, 
w

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
r 

p
la

n
s 

no
w

?”
“I

 i
n

te
nd

 t
o 

op
en

ly
 m

ar
ch

 o
n

 t
h

e 
en

gi
n

ee
rin

g 
ro

o
m

 a
n

d
cl

ai
m

 i
t.

 I
 w

ill
 t

h
en

 b
en

d
 t

h
e 

m
o

d
ro

n
s 

to
 m

y 
w

ill
 a

n
d

 h
av

e 
th

e
fu

ll 
re

so
u

rc
es

 o
f 

th
e 

cu
b

e 
at

 m
y 

d
is

p
o

sa
l. 

F
re

ed
o

m
 s

h
al

l 
b

e
m

in
e.

”
“L

et
’s

 s
a

y 
yo

u
 d

o
 g

et
 o

u
t.

 W
h

at
 t

he
n

?”
“I

 h
av

en
’t 

d
ec

id
ed

 y
et

. 
W

ith
 t

h
e 

p
o

w
er

 o
f 

th
e 

cu
b

e 
b

eh
in

d
m

e,
 I

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e 

a 
fo

rc
e 

to
 b

e 
re

ck
o

n
ed

 w
ith

.”
 H

e 
sh

ru
gg

ed
.

“T
im

e 
w

ill
 t

el
l.”

“W
h

at
 if

 t
h

e 
m

o
d

ro
n

s 
re

fu
se

 t
o

 h
el

p
 y

o
u

?”
“M

ak
e 

n
o

 m
is

ta
ke

, 
si

rr
ah

. 
T

h
e

y 
w

ill
 h

el
p

 m
e.

 O
n

e 
w

a
y,

 o
r

an
o

th
er

, 
th

ey
 

w
ill

 
h

el
p

 
m

e.
” 

D
es

p
ite

 
h

is
 

p
ro

te
st

s,
 

th
e 

‘e
vi

l
w

iz
ar

d
’ t

itl
e 

se
em

ed
 t

o
 m

e 
to

 s
til

l b
e 

fit
tin

g.
“S

o
 y

o
u

 in
te

n
d

 to
 m

ak
e 

th
e 

m
o

d
ro

n
s 

yo
u

r 
sl

av
es

?”
“T

h
e

y 
ar

e 
sl

av
es

 a
lre

ad
y,

 s
irr

ah
! 

T
h

e
y 

ar
e 

sl
av

es
 t

o
 l

aw
,

lo
gi

c,
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
co

n
fin

es
 o

f 
th

is
 e

xp
er

im
en

t 
o

f 
th

ei
rs

. 
U

n
d

er
 m

y
ru

le
, 

th
ey

 w
ill

 f
in

al
ly

 h
av

e 
a 

p
u

rp
o

se
 i

n
 l

ife
 w

o
rt

h
y 

o
f 

th
ei

r
ab

ili
tie

s.
”

“W
h

y 
d

o
 w

e 
h

av
e 

to
 f

ig
h

t 
at

 a
ll?

 W
h

y 
n

o
t 

ju
st

 g
o

 o
u

r
se

p
ar

at
e 

w
a

ys
?”

 H
e 

sm
ile

d
 a

t 
m

y 
co

m
m

en
t.

“Y
o

u
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 a

cc
ep

te
d

 a
s 

th
ei

r 
le

ad
er

 a
n

d 
yo

u
 c

o
n

tr
o

l t
h

e
cu

b
e.

 T
h

er
ef

o
re

, 
yo

u
 m

u
st

 b
e 

el
im

in
at

ed
. 

N
o

th
in

g 
p

er
so

n
al

, 
yo

u
u

n
d

er
st

an
d

.”
 H

e 
se

em
ed

 f
ix

at
ed

 o
n

 c
o

n
tr

o
lli

n
g 

th
at

 w
h

ic
h

 o
n

ce
co

n
tr

ol
le

d
 h

im
.

“W
el

l…
 I

'm
 n

o
t 

go
in

g 
to

 ju
st

 s
ta

n
d 

h
er

e 
an

d
 le

t 
yo

u
 p

lo
t 

m
y

d
ea

th
. 

I t
h

in
k 

it’
s 

tim
e 

I 
ta

ke
 y

o
u

 o
u

t.
”

T
h

e 
w

ar
rio

r 
co

n
st

ru
ct

s 
w

er
e 

n
o

t 
to

o 
d

iff
ic

u
lt 

to
 

d
ef

ea
t.

A
lth

o
u

gh
 c

ap
ab

le
 o

f 
w

ie
ld

in
g 

th
ei

r 
w

ea
p

o
n

s 
w

ith
 a

w
fu

l 
p

o
w

er
,

th
ey

 w
er

e 
sl

o
w

, 
an

d
 it

 w
as

 a
 s

im
p

le
 m

at
te

r 
to

 s
u

rr
ou

nd
 o

ne
 a

nd
d

es
tr

o
y 

it 
b

ef
o

re
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
s 

co
u

ld
 c

o
m

e 
to

 it
s 

ai
d.

‘R
u

b
ik

on
’ 

th
e 

w
iz

ar
d

, 
h

o
w

ev
er

, 
w

as
 m

u
ch

 h
ar

d
er

 t
o

 t
ak

e
d

o
w

n
. 

H
e 

co
u

ld
 c

as
t 

sp
el

ls
, 

in
cl

u
d

in
g 

a 
p

o
w

er
fu

l 
sp

el
l 

w
h

ic
h

d
re

w
 e

n
er

g
y 

d
ire

ct
ly

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

p
la

n
e 

o
f 

M
ec

h
an

u
s 

th
ro

u
gh

 a
p

o
rt

al
. 

T
h

at
 s

p
el

l a
lo

n
e 

n
ea

rly
 f

o
rc

ed
 m

e 
in

to
 a

n
o

th
er

 d
ea

th
, 

an
d

it 
w

as
 o

n
ly

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 m

y 
re

g
en

er
at

iv
e 

p
o

w
er

s 
th

at
 I

 s
ta

ye
d

 o
n

 m
y

fe
et

. 
A

fte
r 

th
is

 o
n

e 
sp

el
l, 

I 
w

as
 a

b
le

 t
o

 m
at

ch
 R

u
b

ik
o

n 
m

ag
ic

 f
o

r

Ig
nu

s
18

1

“Y
o

u
 b

u
rn

ed
 y

o
u

rs
el

f 
w

ith
 a

 c
an

d
le

, 
su

p
p

lic
an

t.
 O

r 
th

ru
st

yo
u

r 
h

an
d

 w
ith

in
 o

n
e 

o
f t

h
e 

p
yr

es
 in

 t
h

e 
V

au
lt 

o
f C

u
rr

en
ts

. 
N

o
w

yo
u

 c
o

m
e 

to
 m

e 
an

d
 t

el
l 

m
e 

a 
d

re
a

m
 b

u
rn

ed
 y

o
u

. 
I 

tir
e 

o
f 

yo
u

r
lie

s.
” T
h

e 
b

o
y 

fe
ll 

si
le

n
t,

 a
n

d 
to

 m
y 

su
rp

ris
e,

 h
is

 f
ac

e 
cl

en
ch

ed
 i

n
an

ge
r.

 “
N

o
. 

I 
do

 n
o

t 
lie

. 
It

 w
as

 t
h

e dr
ea

m
 t

h
at

 b
u

rn
ed

 m
e,

m
as

te
r,

 a
s 

yo
u

 s
ai

d
 i

t 
m

ig
h

t 
if 

w
e 

fe
lt 

th
e 

p
o

w
er

 s
tir

ri
n

g.
 T

h
ey

w
er

e 
yo

ur
 w

o
rd

s,
 a

n
d

 I
 c

am
e 

to
 

re
pe

at
 th

em
 t

o
 y

o
u

 a
n

d
 t

el
l y

o
u

th
ey

 a
re

 tr
ue

.”
 H

e 
h

el
d

 u
p

 h
is

 h
an

d
s.

 “
Lo

o
k,

 m
as

te
r…

”
B

ef
o

re
 t

h
e 

b
o

y 
co

u
ld

 r
ea

ct
, 

m
y 

h
an

d
 —

 h
u

ge
 in

 c
o

m
p

ar
is

o
n

—
 la

sh
ed

 o
u

t, 
cr

u
sh

in
g 

h
is

 b
u

rn
ed

 h
an

d
s 

in
 it

s 
gr

ip
, 

an
d

 t
h

e 
bo

y
sc

re
a

m
ed

, 
ec

h
o

in
g 

in
 t

h
e 

va
u

lt.
 W

ith
 a

 s
n

ar
l, 

I 
h

u
rle

d
 h

im
 t

o
 t

h
e

gr
o

u
nd

 i
n 

fr
o

n
t 

o
f 

th
e 

fir
ep

la
ce

, 
an

d
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 a

 s
h

ar
p

 
cr

ac
k 

as
h

is
 k

n
ee

s 
st

ru
ck

 t
h

e 
fla

gs
to

n
es

.
“L

o
o

k 
in

to
 

th
o

se
 

fla
m

es
, 

su
p

p
lic

an
t! 

R
ai

se
 

yo
u

r 
h

ea
d

,
lo

o
k!

” T
h

e 
b

o
y 

w
as

 s
h

u
d

d
er

in
g 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

p
ai

n
 f

ro
m

 h
is

 k
n

ee
s…

 I
w

at
ch

ed
 t

ea
rs

 b
lu

r 
h

is
 e

ye
s 

as
 h

e 
ra

is
ed

 h
is

 h
ea

d
 t

o
 lo

o
k 

in
to

 t
h

e
fir

ep
la

ce
. 

T
h

e 
fla

m
es

 c
a

st
 h

is
 fa

ce
 in

 a
 r

ed
, 

ga
u

n
t 

gl
o

w
…

“I
s 

th
at

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 w
is

h
 t

o
 h

o
ld

, 
su

pp
lic

an
t?

 I
s 

th
e 

sh
ap

in
g 

o
f

fla
m

es
 w

h
at

 s
tir

s 
yo

u
r 

h
ea

rt
? 

K
no

w
 t

h
at

 f
la

m
es

 c
an

 b
u

rn
, 

an
d

 if
yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
 le

ar
n

 t
h

ei
r 

po
w

er
, 

yo
u

 m
u

st
 s

u
ffe

r 
th

ei
r 

to
u

ch
.”

T
h

e 
b

o
y 

w
as

 s
ile

n
t,

 s
ta

rin
g 

in
to

 t
h

e 
fla

m
e

s.
 H

e 
se

e
m

ed
m

es
m

er
iz

ed
. 

H
is

 t
ea

rs
 h

ad
 d

rie
d

 i
n 

th
e 

h
ea

t,
 a

nd
 t

h
e 

sh
ak

in
g

w
a

s 
go

n
e.

 T
h

e 
fla

m
es

 w
er

e 
h

is
 f

o
cu

s.
 H

e 
w

as
 n

o
t 

L
IS

T
E

N
IN

G
 t

o
m

e,
 a

n
d

 I
 fe

lt 
fu

ry
 w

as
h

in
g 

o
ve

r 
m

e.
“I

f 
th

at
 i

s 
w

h
at

 c
o

n
su

m
es

 y
o

u
, 

en
o

u
gh

 f
o

r 
yo

u
 t

o
 

in
tr

ud
e

u
p

on
 m

y 
m

ed
ita

tio
n

s,
 t

h
en

 I
 s

h
al

l 
te

ac
h

 y
o

u
 o

f 
th

e 
sh

ap
in

g 
o

f
fla

m
es

, 
su

p
p

lic
an

t.”
M

y 
h

an
d

 l
as

h
ed

 o
u

t 
an

d
 c

la
m

p
ed

 o
n

to
 t

h
e 

b
o

y’
s 

w
ri

st
. 

H
e

h
o

w
le

d
 a

s 
I 

d
ra

gg
ed

 h
im

 c
lo

se
r 

to
 t

h
e 

fir
ep

la
ce

, 
th

en
 t

h
ru

st
 h

is
h

an
d

s 
in

to
 t

h
e 

co
al

s 
—

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 c

ra
ck

lin
g,

 a
 h

is
si

n
g 

o
f

b
u

rn
in

g 
fle

sh
, 

an
d 

h
is

 
sc

re
a

m
s 

—
 su

ch
 t

er
rib

le
, 

ye
t 

—
“T

o
 l

ea
rn

, 
yo

u
 

m
u

st
 su

ff
er

, 
su

p
p

lic
an

t.
 

Y
o

u
 

m
u

st
 

al
lo

w
yo

u
rs

el
f 

to
 b

e 
bu

rn
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

po
w

er
 o

f 
th

at
 w

h
ic

h
 y

o
u

 w
ie

ld
.

K
n

o
w

 i
ts

 t
o

rm
en

t,
 a

n
d

 y
o

u
 s

h
al

l 
kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 t

o
 u

se
 i

t 
ag

ai
n

st
yo

u
r 

en
e

m
ie

s.
”

M
y 

vi
si

o
n

 c
le

ar
ed

, 
th

e 
m

e
m

o
ry

 s
tr

e
a

m
in

g 
a

w
a

y 
lik

e 
sm

o
ke

.
Ig

n
u

s 
w

as
 h

o
ve

rin
g 

ab
o

ve
 m

e,
 h

is
 h

ea
d

 c
o

ck
ed

 t
o

 o
n

e 
si

d
e,

 a
n

d
an

 in
sa

n
e,

 b
la

ck
en

ed
 g

rin
 s

m
ea

re
d

 a
cr

o
ss

 h
is

 fa
ce

…
“M

a
ss

ss
te

r…
 

Ig
n

u
ss

ss
s 

h
a

ss
s 

no
t 

fo
rg

o
tt

e
n

 
yo

u
r

te
a

ch
in

g
ss

s…
” 

I 
tr

ie
d

 t
o

 m
o

ve
 o

n
 t

o
 a

no
th

er
 t

op
ic

, 
b

u
t 

Ig
nu

s
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Ignus

balked again. T
he anger from

 m
y m

em
ory w

as still w
ith m

e as I
gave him

 an order.
“Y

o
u

 W
IL

L an
sw

er m
y q

u
estio

n
s, Ign

u
s. I set yo

u
 free, an

d
 I

m
a

y sen
d

 yo
u

 b
ack to

 yo
u

r h
ell again

.”
“T

h
in

k yo
u

 co
u

ld
 ch

’a
in

 Ig
n
u

ssss…
?

" 
T

he flam
es around

Ignus sw
irled like a cloak, then fanned outw

ards, as if seeking
to

 caress m
e. “ kill yo

u
, tu

rn yo
u to

 a
ssssh

e
ssss Ig

n
u

ssss can
…

fo
r 

n
o

w
, 

Ig
n
u

sssss 
fo

llo
w

sssss…
 

b
u

t 
th

re
a

tsssss…
 

th
re

a
tsss

a
n

g
e
r Ig

nu
sssss…”

“A
ctu

ally, Ign
u

s, yo
u

 co
u

ld
n

’t sto
p m

e —
 yo

u
 co

u
ld

 b
u

rn
m

e, b
u

t I'd keep
 co

m
in

g at yo
u

 u
n

til yo
u

 w
ere kin

d
lin

g. S
o

enough w
ith

 th
e th

reats…
”

T
h

ere w
as a cracklin

g in
 th

e air, and
 Ignu

s co
cked

 h
is h

ead
sligh

tly, as if stu
d

yin
g m

e, th
en

 h
issed

. “
flam

esssss w
ill burnnnn

th
e
 

im
m

m
o

rta
lity 

fro
m

 
yo

u
…

 
yo

u
 

a
re

 
n
o

t 
sssa

fe
 

fro
m

 
m

y
fla

m
e
sssss…”

“M
a

yb
e 

yo
u

 
d

on
’t 

u
nd

erstan
d

 
w

h
at 

im
m

o
rtality 

M
E

A
N

S,
Ign

u
s…

”
“Y

o
u

 a
re

 n
ot im

m
m

o
rta

l…
 Ig

nu
sssss ca

n
 kill yo

u
…

 sssca
tte

r
yo

u
r a

ssssh
e
sss to

 th
e
 w

in
d

ssss…
” I w

atch
ed

 as h
e flu

n
g h

is
arm

s w
id

e, an
d

 a HE
A

T p
o

u
red

 fro
m

 h
im

, so
 p

o
w

erfu
l I w

as
fo

rced
 to

 sh
ield m

y e
yes —

 th
ere w

as a great 
R

O
A

R
IN

G
, as th

e
air fled

 p
ast m

e b
ein

g d
ra

w
n

 in
to

 Ign
u

s.
A

s I tried
 to

 sho
u

t at Ign
u

s to
 sto

p
, th

e tid
e o

f h
eat tu

rn
ed

b
ack u

p
on

 itself, an
d

 a b
lazin

g 
heat w

ash
ed

 o
ver m

e. I felt m
y

flesh
 

b
egin

 
to

 
sm

o
ld

er, 
th

en
 

sm
o

ke, 
an

d
 

th
e 

b
egin

n
in

gs 
o

f
P

A
IN

…
 I clen

ch
ed

 m
y teeth

, an
d

 o
ver th

e p
ain

, I co
u

ld
 h

ear
Ign

u
s cacklin

g…
 cacklin

g, cracklin
g lau

gh
ter…

A
s I sh

o
u

ted
 h

is n
am

e again
, th

e h
eat d

ied —
 as I d

rew
 m

y
arm

s b
ack fro

m
 m

y fa
ce, I sa

w
 th

at m
y skin

 h
ad

 b
lacken

ed
 fro

m
w

h
ere Ign

u
s b

u
rn

ed it…
 and

 Ignu
s w

as w
atch

in
g m

e h
u

n
grily. I

kn
ew

, m
o

re th
an

 an
yth

in
g, th

at w
h

atever Ign
u

s 
w

as, w
h

atever
p

o
w

er th
at h

ad em
b

raced
 h

im
, it h

ad
 th

e p
o

w
er to

 d
estro

y m
e —

if h
is fla

m
es w

ere to
 kill m

e, th
ere w

o
u

ld
 b

e no
th

in
g left o

f m
y

b
o

d
y.
I b

arely h
eld

 m
yself b

ack fro
m

 testin
g w

h
eth

er I co
u

ld
 kill

h
im

 b
efo

re h
e d

estro
yed

 m
e. P

art o
f m

y an
g

er w
as sp

illin
g o

ver
fro

m
 m

y p
revio

u
s in

carn
atio

n, bu
t I w

as u
n

ab
le to

 co
n

tro
l it.

Ign
u

s d
id

n
’t seem

 e
vil, p

recisely, m
o

re o
f an

 ele
m

en
tal fo

rce.
B

u
t in

 an
y case, I w

asn
’t th

e o
n

e to h
elp

 h
im

. If w
e re

m
ain

ed
to

geth
er, th

e tim
e w

o
u

ld
 co

m
e w

h
en

 o
n

e o
f u

s w
o

u
ld kill th

e
o

th
er.

R
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“W
h

at can
 yo

u
 tell m

e ab
o

u
t th

e m
o

d
ro

n
s?” H

e sh
oo

k h
is

h
ead

 at m
y w

o
rd

s.
“T

h
ere are n

o
 m

o
d

ro
n

s h
ere, sirrah. O

n
ly p

rison
ers an

d
 th

eir
cap

to
rs.”

“I've seen
 th

e m
o

d
ro

n
s.”

“N
o

, sirrah
. T

h
e creatu

res yo
u

 h
ave m

et are n
o

th
in

g m
o

re
th

an
 th

e co
rrup

t rem
ain

s o
f m

o
d

ro
n

s. M
o

st, if no
t all, o

f th
ese

p
o

or creatu
res are o

n
 th

e verge o
f go

in
g ro

gu
e an

d
 d

on
’t even

realize it.”
“R

o
gu

e? W
h

at d
o

es th
at m

ean
?”

“T
h

is d
u

n
geo

n is co
m

p
o

sed
 o

f th
e essen

ce o
f ch

ao
s. S

u
ch

m
atter can

 easily b
e sh

ap
ed

 in
to

 o
b

jects th
rou

gh
 th

e w
ill o

f
m

an
y like-m

in
d

ed
 creatu

res. It m
akes th

e co
n

stru
ctio

n
 o

f su
ch

stru
ctu

res qu
ite sim

p
le. H

o
w

ever, th
ere is a p

rice to
 b

e p
aid

.”
H

e p
au

sed
.

“M
o

d
ro

n
s 

are 
th

e 
very 

essen
ce 

o
f 

la
w

, 
sirrah

. 
H

ere,
h

o
w

ever, th
e

y are b
ein

g exp
o

sed
 to

 th
e essen

ce o
f ch

ao
s. S

u
ch

exp
o

su
re o

ften
 resu

lts in
 a fo

rm
 o

f in
san

ity. T
h

e m
o

d
ro

n
s b

egin
to

 lo
se th

eir sen
se o

f 
w

e an
d in

stead
 b

eco
m

e in
d

ivid
u

als. T
h

is is
called

 going rogue and
 it is a cap

ital o
ffen

ce in
 th

eir so
ciety.”

“W
h

at h
ap

p
en

s to
 ro

gu
es?”

H
e sh

ru
gged

. “I d
on

’t fu
lly u

n
d

erstand
 th

is, b
u

t m
o

d
ro

n
s

sh
are so

m
e so

rt o
f co

m
m

o
n

 essen
ce. If a m

o
d

ro
n

 go
es ro

gu
e h

e
takes a p

iece o
f th

is essen
ce w

ith
 h

im
. T

h
e m

o
d

ro
n

s w
ill d

estro
y

all ro
gu

es so
 th

at th
is essen

ce retu
rn

s to
 th

e co
m

m
o

n
 p

oo
l fro

m
w

h
ich

 it sp
ran

g.” I sup
po

se h
e co

uld b
e con

sid
ered

 a ro
gu

e
co

n
stru

ct.
“T

h
en

 w
h

at are yo
u

?”
“I a

m
 a p

riso
n

er, sirrah,” H
e rep

lied
 an

grily. “I a
m

 n
o

t h
ere

b
y 

ch
o

ice, 
o

f 
th

at 
I 

can
 

assu
re 

yo
u

. 
I 

w
as 

created
 

b
y 

th
e

m
o

d
ro

n
s to p

lay in
 th

eir m
ean

in
gless d

u
n

geon
 gam

es. O
ver tim

e
I b

ecam
e self-a

w
are an

d
 asked

 fo
r m

y freed
o

m
. T

h
eir lead

er
refu

sed
 m

e
!” H

e glared
 at m

e.
“I d

id
 w

h
at an

yo
n

e w
o

u
ld

 d
o

 w
h

en
 th

ey are fo
rced

 in
to

slavery. I fo
u

gh
t fo

r m
y fre

ed
o

m
!” H

e p
au

sed
 fo

r effect. “I
d

isin
tegrated

 th
eir lead

er an
d m

ad
e it lo

o
k like an

 accid
en

t. I
th

en
 attem

p
ted

 to flee th
is h

id
eo

u
s existen

ce via th
e n

earest
exit.”I d

ou
b

ted
 w

h
eth

er th
e m

o
d

ron
s cou

ld ever h
ave u

n
d

erstoo
d

w
h

at 
th

e
y 

h
ad

 
created

, 
th

at 
it 

cou
ld

 
h

ave 
escap

ed
 

th
eir

clo
ckw

o
rk ru

les an
d

 tu
rn

ed on
 th

em
. I cu

rtly in
fo

rm
ed

 h
im

 th
at

th
e m

o
d

ro
n

s h
ad

 a n
ew

 creative d
irecto

r, m
e. I th

en
 asked

 w
h

at
h

ap
p

en
ed

 after h
e d

isin
tegrated

 th
e o

ld
 d

irecto
r.
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R
ub

ik
on

“T
h

er
e 

is
 a

lw
a

ys
 t

h
e 

ch
an

ce
 t

h
at

 I
 m

ig
h

t 
le

ar
n

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g.
”

It 
lo

o
ke

d
 a

w
a

y 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t 
in

 t
h

ou
gh

t. 
R

et
u

rn
in

g 
its

 g
az

e 
to

m
e,

 it
 n

od
d

ed
 it

s 
h

ea
d

 in
 a

gr
ee

m
en

t.
“Y

es
…

 I
 s

u
p

p
o

se
 t

h
at

’s
 t

ru
e…

 L
et

 m
e 

t
ea

ch
 y

o
u

 ab
o

u
t

p
ai

n
.”

 It
 le

ap
ed

 to
 th

e 
at

ta
ck

, 
an

d
 it

s 
d

es
tr

u
ct

io
n

.
W

e 
en

te
re

d
 s

ev
er

al
 m

o
re

 r
o

o
m

s,
 d

es
tr

o
yi

n
g 

m
o

re
 c

lo
ck

w
o

rk
co

n
st

ru
ct

s.
 A

s 
w

e 
en

te
re

d
 a

 n
ew

 r
o

o
m

, 
M

o
rt

e 
co

m
m

en
te

d
 “

I
fe

el
 li

ke
 I'

m
 in

 a
 c

u
ck

o
o

 c
lo

ck
. 

A
 c

u
ck

o
o

…
 c

u
ck

o
o

 c
lo

ck
.”

T
h

e 
n

ew
 r

o
o

m
 w

as
 l

ar
ge

r 
th

an
 a

n
y 

w
e 

h
ad

 s
ee

n
 u

p
 t

o 
no

w
.

T
h

er
e 

w
er

e 
m

o
re

 o
f 

th
e 

co
n

st
ru

ct
s 

p
re

se
n

t,
 a

s 
w

el
l. 

In
 a

d
d

iti
on

,
a 

n
ew

 t
yp

e 
o

f c
o

n
st

ru
ct

 w
as

 in
 t

h
e 

ro
o

m
.

I 
w

al
ke

d
 i

n
to

 t
h

e 
ro

o
m

, 
ig

n
o

rin
g 

th
e 

co
n

st
ru

ct
s 

I 
h

ad
 s

ee
n

b
ef

o
re

. 
I 

m
o

ve
d

 t
o

w
ar

d
s 

a 
m

ec
h

an
ic

al
 m

an
 c

o
n

st
ru

ct
ed

 t
o

 b
e

ro
b

e 
sh

ap
ed

. 
A

s 
I 

ap
p

ro
ac

h
ed

, 
h

e 
sm

ile
d

 a
t 

m
e 

an
d

 g
av

e 
m

e 
a

sl
ig

h
t 

bo
w

. 
“S

o
 

w
e 

m
e

et
 

at
 

la
st

…
” 

H
is

 
vo

ic
e 

la
ck

ed
 

th
e

m
o

n
o

to
n

e 
q

u
al

ity
 o

f 
th

e 
o

th
er

 c
re

at
u

re
s 

I 
h

ad
 s

p
o

ke
n

 t
o

 i
n

 t
h

e
m

az
e. I 
re

tu
rn

ed
 h

is
 g

re
et

in
g,

 a
nd

 h
e 

bo
w

ed
 o

n
ce

 a
ga

in
. 

“A
n

d
 t

o
yo

u
 a

s 
w

el
l, 

si
rr

ah
.”

 H
e 

co
ck

ed
 h

is
 h

ea
d

 t
o

 o
n

e 
si

d
e 

an
d 

ga
ve

m
e 

a 
cu

ri
o

u
s 

lo
o

k.
 “

S
o

, 
d

o
 w

e 
d

o
 b

at
tle

 f
o

r 
co

n
tr

o
l 

o
f 

R
u

bi
ko

n
n

o
w

, 
o

r 
d

o
 w

e 
en

ga
ge

 i
n

 c
o

n
ve

rs
at

io
n

 s
o

 t
h

at
 y

o
u

 m
a

y 
q

u
en

ch
yo

u
r 

cu
rio

si
ty

?”
 H

e 
w

ai
te

d
 fo

r 
m

y 
an

sw
er

.
“A

ll 
rig

h
t,

 I
'm

 c
u

rio
u

s.
 C

an
 w

e 
ta

lk
?”

 H
e 

n
o

d
d

ed
 s

m
ar

tly
 a

t
m

e.
“A

h
, 

a 
m

an
 o

f 
kn

o
w

le
d

g
e 

I 
se

e.
 I

 m
u

st
 a

d
m

it 
th

at
 I

'd
 b

e
d

is
ap

po
in

te
d

 in
 y

o
u

 w
er

e 
th

at
 n

o
t 

th
e 

ca
se

.”
“W

h
o

 a
re

 y
o

u
?”

 H
e 

ga
ve

 a
 s

lig
h

t 
b

o
w

.
“I

 a
m

 R
u

b
ik

o
n

, 
th

e 
M

as
te

r 
W

iz
ar

d
. 

It 
is

 I
 w

h
o

 r
u

le
 t

h
e 

re
d

co
n

st
ru

ct
s 

th
at

 i
n

h
ab

it 
th

is
 r

ea
lm

.”
 H

is
 c

o
n

ve
rs

at
io

n
 w

as
 m

u
ch

le
ss

 p
at

te
rn

ed
 th

an
 th

e 
o

th
er

 c
on

st
ru

ct
s.

“S
o

, 
ar

e 
yo

u
 s

u
pp

o
se

d
 t

o
 b

e 
th

e 
ev

il 
w

iz
ar

d
?”

 H
e 

fr
o

w
n

ed
as

 h
e 

th
ou

gh
t.

“I
'm

 n
o

t 
co

m
fo

rt
ab

le
 w

ith
 t

h
e 

w
o

rd
 e

vi
l, 

si
rr

ah
. 

I 
ad

m
it 

th
at

m
y 

vi
e

w
s 

d
o

 n
o

t 
co

in
ci

d
e 

w
ith

 t
h

o
se

 o
f 

o
th

er
s 

in
 m

an
y 

w
a

ys
,

b
u

t d
o

es
 th

at
 m

ak
e 

m
e 

ev
il?

 I
 t

h
in

k 
n

o
t.”

“W
h

at
 c

an
 y

o
u

 t
el

l m
e 

ab
o

u
t 

th
is

 p
l

ac
e?

” 
I 

as
ke

d
, 

sh
ift

in
g 

to
a 

n
ew

 t
o

p
ic

.
H

e 
la

u
gh

ed
 a

n
d 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
ro

un
d.

 “
T

h
is

 l
itt

le
 p

ie
ce

 o
f 

h
el

l?
T

h
is

 is
 a

n
 e

xa
m

p
le

 o
f 

m
o

d
ro

n
 m

ad
n

es
s.

 I
t 

ex
is

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
p

la
n

e 
o

f
Li

m
b

o
, 

w
h

er
e 

th
o

u
gh

ts
 c

an
 a

ct
u

al
ly

 b
ec

o
m

e 
re

al
ity

. 
T

h
at

 w
a

y
th

ey
 c

an
 s

im
p

ly
 w
il

l 
th

is
 d

u
n

ge
on

 i
nt

o
 b

ei
n

g 
an

d
 t

h
en

 p
op

u
la

te
it 

w
ith

 c
o

n
st

ru
ct

s.
” 

H
e 

la
u

gh
ed

 a
ga

in
. 

“W
h

at
 a

 m
ar

ve
l.”

Ig
nu

s
18

3

I 
le

ft
 

Ig
nu

s 
in

 
th

e 
no

 
lo

ng
er

 
S

m
ol

de
ri

ng
 

C
or

ps
e 

ba
r,

re
so

lv
ed

 to
 w

al
k 

as
 f

ar
 a

s 
th

e 
L

ow
er

 W
ar

d 
be

fo
re

 r
es

tin
g 

fo
r 

th
e

ni
gh

t. 
I 

ho
pe

d 
Ig

nu
s 

w
as

 a
bl

e 
to

 f
in

d 
he

lp
 o

n 
hi

s 
ow

n.
 I

 a
ls

o
h

o
p

ed
 

I 
w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
h

ea
r 

o
f 

H
iv

e 
b

lo
ck

s 
b

u
rn

t 
d

o
w

n
 

in
 

th
e

m
o

rn
in

g.
A

s 
I 

le
ft 

h
im

 b
eh

in
d

, 
Ig

nu
s 

ca
lle

d
 o

u
t, 

“
Y

ou
 a

re
 a

ll
 t

al
lo

w
fo

r 
m

y 
fl

am
es

ss
.”
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F

all-F
rom

-G
race, P

art I

FA
LL-F

R
O

M
-G

R
A

C
E

, P
A

R
T

 I

I retu
rn

ed to th
e C

lerk’s W
ard

 n
ext d

ay. M
y p

ath
 h

ad take m
e to

a large, circu
lar b

u
ild

in
g. S

eein
g n

o n
am

e, I en
tered

. A
 tin

y
ro

o
m

 w
as ju

st in
sid

e th
e o

u
ter d

o
ors. I p

u
sh

ed
 o

p
en th

e in
n

er
d

o
ors, m

o
vin

g in
to

 a fo
yer.

B
efo

re m
e w

as a stu
n

n
in

g go
ld

en
-h

aired
 w

o
m

an
, d

ressed
 in

an
 azu

re an
d

 violet d
ress, w

ith
 tw

o
 lon

g, elegan
t w

in
gs d

rap
ed

acro
ss h

er sh
ou

ld
ers. S

h
e w

as su
rve

yin
g th

e ro
o

m
 w

ith
 a sligh

t
sm

ile…
 sh

e w
a

s easily th
e m

o
st b

eau
tifu

l w
o

m
an

 I h
ad

 ever
seen

.
I greeted

 h
er. T

h
e w

o
m

an
 tu

rn
ed

 as I ad
d

ressed
 h

er. S
h

e
to

o
k m

y m
e

asu
re, th

en
 n

od
d

ed
 sligh

tly…
 I n

o
ticed

 h
er eyes

w
ere azu

re, th
e exact sa

m
e co

lo
r as h

er d
ress.

“W
ell m

et, traveler.” S
h

e reach
ed

 u
p

 to
 b

ru
sh

 b
ack a stray

lo
ck o

f go
ld

en
 h

air. “H
o

w
 m

a
y I h

elp
 yo

u
?”

“W
h

o
 are yo

u
?”

“I 
a

m
 

called
 

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race.” 

S
h

e 
stu

d
ied

 
m

e 
fo

r 
a

m
o

m
en

t. “Y
o

u
 are n

ew
 to

 S
igil, are yo

u
 no

t?” I co
u

ld
 an

sw
er

th
at tw

o
 w

a
ys, b

o
th

 tru
e. I op

ted fo
r th

e literal tru
th

.
“N

o
, 

I 
su

sp
ect 

I 
h

ave 
b

een
 

h
ere 

fo
r 

qu
ite 

so
m

e 
tim

e,
actu

ally.”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race raised
 an

 eyeb
ro

w
. “In

d
eed

?”
“Y

es…
 b

u
t th

at is a lon
g tale, p

erh
ap

s lon
ger th

an I kn
o

w
.

I'm
 m

o
re in

terested
 in

 w
h

at th
is p

lace is.”
“T

h
is 

is 
th

e B
rothel 

of 
Slaking 

Intellectual 
L

usts.” 
S

h
e

stu
d

ied m
e fo

r a m
o

m
en

t. “I take it b
y yo

u
r q

u
estio

n th
at yo

u
d

id
 n

ot inten
d to

 p
artake o

f th
is estab

lish
m

en
t?”

“ 
‘B

ro
th

el 
o

f 
S

lakin
g 

In
tellectu

al 
Lu

sts?’ 
W

h
at 

kin
d

 
o

f
b

ro
th

el is th
is?”

“I estab
lish

ed
 th

is b
ro

th
el to give th

o
se lu

stfu
l fevers th

at
strike th

e m
in

d
 m

o
re aven

u
es o

f exp
ressio

n
 rath

er th
an

 
th

e
sim

p
ly carn

al. M
u

ch p
leasu

re can
 b

e h
ad in

 co
n

versatio
n

 an
d

en
gagin

g in
 th

e verb
al arts w

ith
 o

th
ers.”

M
o

rte co
m

m
en

ted
, “S

ou
nd

s du
ll.”

S
h

e rep
lied, “I assu

re yo
u

, it is no
t. T

o
u

r th
e b

ro
th

el, see fo
r

yo
u

rselves.”
M

y cu
rio

sity, alw
a

ys e
asily aro

u
sed

, p
ro

m
p

ted
 m

e, “I h
ave

to
 ask: W

h
y d

id
 yo

u
 estab

lish
 su

ch
 a p

lace?”

R
ubikon
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“Let m
e get th

is straigh
t. Y

o
u can

’t reset w
ith

o
ut a d

irector,
b

u
t yo

u
 can

’t get a d
irecto

r w
ith

o
ut resettin

g?”
“A

ssessm
en

t co
rrect. P

ro
ject h

alted
.”

I h
ad

 an in
sp

iration
, “Lo

o
k, I'm

 an
 ad

ven
tu

rer an
d I've b

een
th

rou
gh

 so
m

e d
u

n
geon

s in
 m

y d
ay. W

h
y n

o
t let m

e b
e yo

u
r

d
irecto

r?”
T

h
e ro

o
m

 w
as su

d
d

en
ly filled

 w
ith

 a b
u

zzin
g so

un
d

 th
at ju

st
as 

su
d

d
en

ly 
su

b
sid

ed
. 

“A
ssistan

ce 
w

elco
m

e. 
Y

o
u

 
are 

n
o

w
p

ro
ject d

irecto
r. A

d
vise o

n
 n

ext task.”
“R

eset th
e d

u
n

geon
.”

“In
itializin

g 
reset…

” 
T

h
e 

ro
o

m
 

w
a

s 
filled

 
w

ith
 

a 
lo

w
th

ru
m

m
in

g 
so

u
nd

 
th

at 
co

uld
 

b
e 

felt 
rath

er 
th

an 
h

eard
.

“C
o

llap
sin

g existin
g du

n
geo

n
…

” T
h

e sou
nd

 ro
se in

 p
o

w
er u

n
til

th
e flo

o
r b

egan
 to

 vib
rate. “In

itializin
g n

ew
 d

u
n

geo
n

…
” T

h
e

so
u

nd
 ro

se in
 vo

lu
m

e u
n

til I tho
u

gh
t m

y h
ead

 w
as ab

o
u

t to
exp

lo
d

e. 
S

u
dd

en
ly 

th
e 

roo
m

 
w

en
t 

q
u

iet. 
“R

eset 
co

m
p

lete.
D

u
n

geo
n

 con
stru

ct statu
s: E

asy. A
w

aitin
g fu

rth
er in

stru
ctio

n
s,

D
irecto

r.”
T

h
e m

o
d

ro
n w

en
t o

n
 to

 exp
lain th

at I co
uld

 also travel fro
m

th
e du

n
geo

n to
 an

y p
o

rtal I kn
ew

 o
f, an

d
 th

at w
h

en
 th

e du
n

geon
w

a
s reset an

y cre
atu

re o
r item

 left in
 th

e du
n

geo
n

 w
as in

 d
an

ger
o

f b
ein

g d
estro

yed
. I th

en to
ld

 it to reset th
e du

n
geon

 to
 h

ard
,

sin
ce I w

as cu
rio

u
s to

 see w
h

at co
n

stru
cts w

o
u

ld
 staff it at th

at
level.T

h
e 

ro
o

m
s 

o
f 

th
e 

‘d
u

n
geo

n
’ 

loo
ked

 
th

e 
sam

e, 
b

u
t 

th
e

co
n

stru
cts w

ere larger, ab
o

u
t m

y size, w
ith

 h
eavy arm

o
r an

d
tw

o
 b

u
ilt-in

 w
eap

o
n

s. I tried
 talkin

g to
 o

n
e o

f th
em

.
It rep

lied
, “G

reetin
gs, in

tru
d

er.”
“W

h
at m

a
kes yo

u
 th

in
k I'm

 an
 in

trud
er?”

“B
ecau

se 
yo

u
 are n

o
t on

e o
f u

s. T
h

erefo
re, yo

u
 

are 
an

in
trud

er. A
s an

 in
tru

d
er, yo

u
 m

u
st d

ie.” It leap
ed

 to
 th

e attack.
T

h
e 

co
n

stru
cts 

w
ere 

m
u

ch
 

h
ard

er 
to 

d
efeat, 

an
d

 
d

ealt
several w

o
u

n
d

s b
efo

re th
ey w

en
t d

o
w

n
. In th

e n
ext ro

o
m

 I
asked

 w
h

at th
e co

n
stru

ct w
as d

o
in

g.
“I a

m
 rep

o
rtin

g yo
u

r every su
ccess, yo

u
r every failu

re, an
d

yo
u

r 
every 

m
o

ve 
to

 
th

e 
E

vil 
W

izard
. 

F
ro

m
 

yo
u

, 
w

e 
learn

.
B

ecau
se o

f 
yo

u
, w

e 
w

ill b
etter o

u
rselves.” 

It 
leap

ed
 

to
 

th
e

attack. A
fter an

o
th

er h
ard

 figh
t it w

en
t d

o
w

n
. I asked

 a qu
estion

o
f o

n
e o

f th
e con

stru
cts in

 th
e n

ext roo
m

. It co
cked

 its h
ead

 to
o

n
e sid

e an
d

 gave m
e a q

u
estio

nin
g loo

k.
“W

h
y 

d
o

 
yo

u
 

p
ersist 

in
 

q
u

estio
n

in
g 

u
s? 

I 
d

o
 

n
ot

u
n

d
erstand

.”
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R
ub

ik
on

“R
u

b
ik

o
n 

is
 c

ap
ab

le
 o

f 
fo

rm
in

g 
a 

se
rie

s 
o

f 
ro

o
m

s 
lin

ke
d

 i
n

su
ch

 a
 f

as
h

io
n

 a
s 

to
 f

o
rm

 w
h

at
 i

s 
co

m
m

o
n

ly
 r

e
fe

rr
ed

 t
o

 a
s 

a
du

ng
eo

n.
 

E
ac

h 
du

n
ge

o
n

 
ca

n 
h

av
e 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

re
e 

d
iff

ic
u

lty
se

tt
in

gs
: 

ea
sy

, 
n

o
rm

al
, 

o
r 

h
ar

d
. 

T
h

e 
d

un
ge

o
n

 i
s 

th
en

 p
op

ul
at

ed
w

ith
 m

o
n

st
er

s,
 t

ra
p

s,
 a

n
d

 t
re

as
u

re
, 

ac
co

rd
in

g 
to

 t
h

e 
d

iff
ic

u
lty

le
ve

l c
h

o
se

n
. 

A
fte

r 
cr

ea
tio

n
 t

h
e 

d
un

ge
o

n
 c

an
 b

e 
fu

lly
 e

xp
lo

re
d

.”
T

h
e 

m
o

d
ro

n 
b

eg
an

 t
o 

em
it 

a 
lo

w
 h

u
m

.
“Q

u
er

ie
s 

to
 b

e 
an

sw
er

ed
: 

W
h

at
 a

tt
ra

ct
s 

p
eo

p
le

 t
o

 d
u

n
ge

on
s?

W
h

y 
d

o
 p

eo
p

le
 o

fte
n

 s
ee

k 
to

 e
n

te
r 

th
em

 i
f 

th
e

y 
ar

e 
p

la
ce

s 
o

f
su

ch
 d

an
ge

r?
 W

h
y 

ar
e 

d
u

n
ge

o
n

s 
th

er
e 

in
 t

h
e 

fir
st

 p
l

ac
e?

 W
h

at
ar

e 
th

e 
d

yn
a

m
ic

s 
o

f 
a 

w
o

rk
ab

le
 

d
u

n
ge

on
? 

W
e 

d
o

 
n

o
t

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
…

” 
It

 p
au

se
d

. 
“I

…
 d

o 
no

t…
”

T
h

is
 w

as
 t

h
e 

fir
st

 m
o

d
ro

n
 I

 h
ad

 e
n

co
u

n
te

re
d

 w
h

o 
sh

o
w

ed
an

y 
si

gn
s 

o
f 

in
d

iv
id

u
al

ity
. 

I 
co

m
m

en
te

d
, 

“Y
o

u
 s

ta
rt

ed
 t

o
 s

ay
 

I
in

st
ea

d
 o

f w
e…

”
T

h
e 

m
o

d
ro

n 
ga

ve
 m

e 
a 

co
n

ce
rn

ed
 l

o
o

k 
th

en
 g

la
n

ce
d

 a
bo

u
t

th
e 

ro
o

m
. 

“Y
o

u
 

ar
e 

in
 

er
ro

r.
 

W
e 

ar
e 

m
o

d
ro

n
. 

W
e 

ar
e 

th
e

w
h

o
le

…
 W

e 
w

ill
 n

o
t d

is
cu

ss
 t

h
is

.”
“I

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

at
 I

 h
ea

rd
. 

Y
o

u
 s

ta
rt

ed
 t

o 
sa

y I 
an

d
…

” 
T

h
e

m
o

d
ro

n
 f

ro
w

n
ed

 a
t 

m
e.

 I
 h

ea
rd

 a
 h

in
t 

o
f 

an
ge

r 
in

 i
ts

 v
oi

ce
 a

s 
it

an
sw

er
ed

 m
e.

“N
o

. 
W

e 
ar

e 
m

o
d

ro
n

. 
W

e 
ar

e 
a 

p
ar

t 
o

f 
th

e 
w

h
o

le
. 

W
e 

w
ill

n
o

t 
d

is
cu

ss
 t

h
is

 f
u

rt
h

er
.”

 A
n

 a
n

gr
y 

b
u

zz
in

g 
fil

le
d

 t
h

e 
ro

o
m

 t
h

en
su

b
si

d
ed

.
T

h
is

 w
as

 a
ls

o
 t

h
e 

fir
st

 m
o

d
ro

n
 I

 h
ad

 s
ee

n
 s

ho
w

 a
n

 e
m

o
tio

n
,

b
u

t i
t 

ob
vi

ou
sl

y 
w

as
 n

o
t 

w
ill

in
g 

to
 a

d
m

it 
to

 a
n

y 
n

o
n

-c
o

n
fo

rm
ity

.
I 

w
as

 c
u

ri
o

u
s 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
d

iff
er

en
t 

se
tt

in
gs

 it
 h

ad
 m

en
tio

n
ed

.
“A

ll 
rig

h
t.

 I
'd

 l
ik

e 
to

 t
ry

 o
u

t 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
es

e 
d

un
ge

o
n

s 
yo

u
m

en
tio

n
ed

.”
 T

h
er

e 
w

a
s 

a 
si

gn
ifi

ca
n

t 
p

au
se

 b
ef

o
re

 t
h

e 
m

o
d

ro
n

an
sw

er
ed

 m
e.

“R
eq

u
es

t 
d

en
ie

d
…

 P
ro

je
ct

 h
al

te
d

 d
u

e 
to

…
 a

cc
id

en
t.”

“W
h

at
 a

cc
id

en
t?

”
“D

u
n

ge
o

n
 c

on
st

ru
ct

 b
ec

am
e 

u
n

st
ab

le
, 

ca
u

se
 u

n
ce

rt
ai

n
. 

F
ai

l-
sa

fe
s 

ac
tiv

at
ed

 c
au

si
n

g 
d

u
n

ge
on

 t
o 

co
lla

p
se

, 
ca

u
se

 u
n

ce
rt

ai
n

.
P

o
rt

al
 l

en
s 

m
al

fu
n

ct
io

n
ed

 c
au

si
n

g 
co

nt
ac

t 
w

ith
 h

o
m

e 
p

la
n

e 
o

f
M

ec
h

an
u

s 
to

 b
e 

se
ve

re
d

, 
ca

u
se

 u
n

ce
rt

ai
n.

 R
es

et
 o

f 
d

un
ge

o
n

n
ec

es
sa

ry
.”

“T
h

en
 w

h
y 

d
o

n
’t 

yo
u

 r
es

et
 it

?”
“R

es
et

 c
an

 o
n

ly
 

b
e 

in
iti

at
ed

 b
y 

p
ro

je
ct

 
d

ir
ec

to
r.

 P
ro

je
ct

d
ir

ec
to

r 
d

is
in

te
gr

at
ed

. 
P

o
rt

al
 le

n
s 

h
as

 m
al

fu
n

ct
io

n
ed

 a
nd

 c
on

ta
ct

w
ith

 M
ec

h
an

u
s 

se
ve

re
d

. 
C

an
no

t 
ac

q
u

ire
 r

ep
la

ce
m

en
t 

d
ire

ct
o

r
fr

o
m

 M
ec

h
an

u
s.

”

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, P

ar
t I
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F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 

ra
is

ed
 

an
 

ey
eb

ro
w

. 
“T

h
at

 
is

 
an

 
o

dd
q

u
es

tio
n

.”
 S

h
e 

fr
o

w
n

ed
. 

“I
 d

on
’t 

th
in

k 
an

yo
n

e 
h

as
 e

ve
r 

as
ke

d
m

e 
th

at
. 

A
t 

le
as

t,
 d

ire
ct

ly
.”

 I
 b

ec
am

e 
m

o
re

 f
o

rm
al

, 
m

at
ch

in
g 

h
er

to
n

e. “M
y 

ap
o

lo
gi

es
, 

La
d

y 
G

ra
ce

. 
I 

d
id

n
’t 

m
ea

n
 t

o
 b

e 
so

 d
ire

ct
. 

I
w

a
s 

m
er

el
y 

cu
rio

u
s.

”
“O

h
, 

no
 a

p
ol

o
gi

es
 a

re
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

. 
I 

a
m

 m
o

re
 t

h
an

 h
ap

p
y 

to
d

is
cu

ss
 t

h
e 

re
as

o
n

s 
w

ith
 y

o
u

, i
f 

yo
u

 w
is

h
.”

“I
 w

o
u

ld
 li

ke
 t

o
 h

ea
r 

th
em

, 
ye

s.
”

“P
ar

t 
o

f 
th

e 
an

sw
er

 t
o

 y
o

u
r 

q
u

es
tio

n
 r

eq
u

ir
es

 t
h

at
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

th
at

 I
 a

m
 a

 m
e

m
b

er
 o

f 
th

e 
S

o
ci

et
y 

o
f 

S
en

sa
tio

n
. 

O
u

r 
fa

ct
io

n
b

el
ie

ve
s 

th
at

 o
n

e 
sh

ou
ld

 e
xp

er
ie

n
ce

 a
s 

m
u

ch
 o

f 
th

e 
m

u
lti

ve
rs

e
as

 p
o

ss
ib

le
.”

“A
n

d
 t

h
at

 is
 w

h
y 

yo
u

 e
st

ab
lis

h
ed

 t
h

is
 p

la
ce

?”
“T

h
is

 b
ro

th
el

 i
s 

in
te

n
d

ed
 t

o 
sl

ak
e 

th
e 

lu
st

s 
o

f 
ev

en
 

th
e

h
ar

d
en

ed
 i

n
te

lle
ct

u
al

. 
It

 i
s 

d
es

ig
n

ed
 t

o
 s

tim
u

la
te

 t
h

e 
m

in
d

, 
to

h
ei

gh
te

n
 o

n
e’

s 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

o
f 

th
em

se
lv

es
 a

n
d

 o
th

er
s,

 t
o 

cr
ea

te
n

ew
 w

a
ys

 o
f e

xp
er

ie
nc

in
g 

an
o

th
er

 p
er

so
n.

 I
t 

is
 f

o
r 

th
o

se
 w

h
o

se
ek

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
m

o
re

 t
h

an
 t

h
e 

sh
al

lo
w

 p
h

ys
ic

al
 p

le
as

u
re

s 
th

at
fil

l t
h

e 
H

iv
e 

an
d

 L
o

w
er

 W
ar

d
s.

”
“I

 s
ee

. 
S

o
 t

hi
s 

es
ta

b
lis

h
m

en
t 

ju
st

 e
n

co
u

ra
ge

s 
in

te
lle

ct
u

al
fe

n
ci

n
g 

ra
th

er
 t

h
an

, 
u

h
, 

w
el

l 
th

e ot
he

r 
ki

nd
 o

f 
fe

n
ci

n
g.

 T
h

e
w

o
m

en
 h

er
e 

m
u

st
 b

e 
sp

ec
ia

l, 
in

d
ee

d
.”

 I
 d

ou
b

te
d

 t
h

e 
cu

st
o

m
er

s
fo

rb
o

re
 

fr
o

m
 

ta
ki

n
g 

sh
al

lo
w

 
p

h
ys

ic
al

 
p

le
as

u
re

s 
el

se
w

h
er

e,
h

o
w

ev
er

.
“T

h
e 

w
o

m
en

 h
er

e 
ar

e 
as

p
ir

in
g 

S
en

sa
te

s.
 T

h
e

y 
h

av
e 

co
m

e 
to

m
e 

in
 s

ea
rc

h
 o

f 
in

st
ru

ct
io

n
, 

to
 p

re
p

ar
e 

th
em

se
lv

es
 t

o
 e

n
te

r 
th

e
fa

ct
io

n
. 

A
ls

o
, 

m
an

y 
o

f 
th

e
m

 h
av

e 
a 

n
at

u
ra

l 
gr

as
p

 o
f 

la
n

gu
ag

e
th

at
 c

an
 s

h
at

te
r 

th
e 

cr
u

st
 o

f t
h

e 
m

o
st

 h
ar

d
en

ed
 in

d
iv

id
u

al
.”

“I
 

se
e.

 
S

o
 

th
e 

la
d

ie
s 

h
er

e 
ar

e 
la

d
ie

s-
in

-t
ra

in
in

g,
 

so
 

to
sp

ea
k?

”
“Y

es
. 

I 
h

o
p

e 
th

at
 b

y 
le

ar
n

in
g 

th
e 

ar
t 

o
f 

la
n

gu
ag

e 
an

d
 i

ts
su

b
tle

tie
s 

th
at

 t
h

e 
p

at
ro

n
s 

an
d 

th
e 

st
u

d
en

ts
 h

er
e 

m
a

y 
le

ar
n

 m
o

re
ab

o
u

t 
th

em
se

lv
e

s.
 O

n
e 

is
 o

n
ly

 a
s 

lim
ite

d
 a

s 
th

ei
r 

co
m

m
an

d
 o

f
th

e 
la

n
gu

ag
e.

 T
o

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o

 e
m

p
lo

y 
la

n
gu

ag
e 

to
 e

vo
ke

 e
m

o
tio

n
s

in
 o

th
er

s 
is

 a
 t

re
m

en
d

o
u

s 
sk

ill
.”

 I 
al

so
 w

o
n

d
er

ed
 w

h
at

 m
an

n
er

 o
f

b
ei

n
g 

I f
ac

ed
.

“I
f 

I 
m

a
y 

as
k,

 L
ad

y 
G

ra
ce

, 
th

e 
w

in
gs

 o
n

 y
o

u
r 

b
ac

k…
 y

o
u

ar
e 

n
o

t h
u

m
an

, 
I 

ta
ke

 it
?”

A
n

n
ah

 i
n

te
rje

ct
ed

, 
“S

h
e’

s 
on

e 
o

’ 
th

e 
fie

n
d

s,
 o

n
e 

o
’ 

th
e

su
cc

u
b

i, 
sh

e 
is

. 
S

h
e'

ll 
ta

ke
 y

er
 m

ea
su

re
, 

th
en

 s
h

e'
ll 

ta
ke

 y
er

 s
o

u
l

to
 th

e 
Lo

w
er

 P
la

n
es

, 
so

’s
 s

h
e 

w
ill

.”
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F

all-F
rom

-G
race, P

art I

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race rep

lied
, “Y

o
u

r co
m

p
an

ion
 is co

rrect. I am
a lesser tan

ar’ri, m
o

re sp
ecifically, a su

ccu
b

u
s.” S

h
e gave a so

ft
sigh

. “I'm
 a

fraid
 w

e’re a little to
o co

m
m

o
n

 in
 th

e Lo
w

er P
lan

es
an

d
 elsew

h
ere fo

r o
u

r o
w

n
 go

o
d. M

o
st o

f m
y race sp

en
d

 th
eir

tim
e sed

u
cin

g m
o

rtals w
ith

 vario
u

s p
leasu

res o
f th

e flesh
.”

“A
n

d
 yo

u
…

?”
“I'd

 like to
 th

in
k th

at I h
ave d

istan
ced

 m
yself fro

m
 th

at…
 it

is u
ltim

ately a trivial an
d

 n
on

-p
ro

du
ctive w

a
y fo

r o
n

e to
 sp

en
d

o
n

e’s tim
e h

ere in
 th

e m
u

ltiverse. T
h

ere is m
u

ch
 m

o
re to

 life,
w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
yo

u
 

agree?” 
R

ath
er 

th
an

 
co

m
m

en
tin

g, 
I 

b
ro

ach
ed

an
o

th
er to

pic, on
e I h

op
ed

 sh
e co

u
ld

 h
elp

 m
e w

ith
.

“P
erh

ap
s 

yo
u

 
can

 
h

elp 
m

e. 
I 

see
m

 
to

 
h

ave 
lo

st 
m

y
m

e
m

o
ries…

 in
 so

 do
in

g, I've lo
st m

yself.”
“Y

o
u

 h
ave b

een
 stricken

 w
ith

 am
n

esia?
” F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race
lo

o
ked

 p
ain

ed
. “H

o
w

 terrib
le! D

o
 yo

u
 h

ave an
y id

ea h
o

w
 it

h
ap

p
en

ed
?”

“N
o

t really…
 at lea

st n
o

t th
at I can

 rem
e

m
b

er. I w
o

ke u
p

 o
n

a slab
 o

n th
e M

o
rtu

ary, an
d

 everyth
in

g b
efo

re th
at is b

lack.”
“Y

o
u

 aw
o

ke in
 th

e M
o

rtu
ary?”

“I th
in

k th
e D

u
stm

en
 m

isto
o

k m
e fo

r b
ein

g d
ead

…
 o

r I w
as

d
ead

…
 o

r so
m

eth
in

g. A
ll I kn

o
w

 is th
at I regen

erate w
o

u
n

d
s

q
u

ickly. I co
u

ld
 b

e im
m

o
rtal, b

ut I d
on

’t even
 kn

o
w

 th
at fo

r
su

re.” 
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce 

see
m

ed
 

to
 

b
e 

app
raisin

g 
m

e 
w

ith
ren

ew
ed

 in
terest.

“T
h

o
se scars o

n
 yo

u
r b

o
d

y.” S
h

e r
each

ed
 o

u
t a h

and
, as if to

to
u

ch m
e. “M

a
y I?

”
“Y

es.”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race d
rag

ged
 h

er fin
ger acro

ss m
y ch

est ligh
tly,

tracin
g th

e ed
ges o

f m
y scars an

d
 fo

llo
w

in
g th

e cu
rves w

h
ere

th
ey b

len
d

ed
 in

to
 so

m
e o

f m
y tatto

o
s. S

h
e seem

ed
 fascin

ated
.

“T
h

ese scars d
o

 loo
k as if th

e
y w

o
u

ld
 h

ave taken
 several

lifetim
es to

 accu
m

u
late.”

“T
h

e
y certain

ly d
o

…
 th

ou
gh

 so
m

e are m
o

re recen
t.”

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race 

step
p

ed
 

b
ack. 

“S
o

m
e 

o
f 

th
o

se 
w

o
u

n
d

s
w

o
u

ld
 h

ave b
een

 fatal. T
o

 a n
o

rm
al m

an
.” S

h
e tapp

ed
 h

er ch
in,

th
in

kin
g. “W

h
at do

 yo
u

 in
ten

d to do
 no

w
?”

“I n
eed

 to get m
y m

e
m

o
ries b

ack, an
d

 m
y life b

ack. I in
ten

d
to

 sco
u

r th
e P

lan
es an

d search
 in

sid
e m

yself u
n

til I can
 p

iece
to

geth
er w

h
o

 I am
 an

d
 w

h
at b

ro
u

ght m
e to

 th
is state.”

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race w

a
s still th

in
kin

g, h
er fin

ger tap
p

in
g on

h
er ch

in. “I m
u

st sa
y, I've n

ever m
et a m

an
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 lo
st h

im
self

in
 th

e literal sen
se.” S

h
e raised

 an
 eyeb

ro
w

. “F
o

rgive m
e, b

u
t

yo
u

r co
n

d
itio

n is in
trigu

in
g.”

R
ubikon
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“W
e are m

o
d

ro
n

. W
e d

o
 n

o
t h

ave a n
am

e. W
e are m

o
d

ro
n

.
A

ll th
at yo

u
 see h

ere are m
o

d
ro

n
. W

e are o
n

e.”
“A

ll righ
t. Y

o
u

 are all m
o

d
ron

s, b
ut w

h
at is 

this m
o

d
ron

’s
n

am
e

? T
h

e o
n

e I am
 talkin

g to
.” T

h
e m

o
d

ro
n

 b
egan

 to
 em

it
sp

o
rad

ic kno
ckin

g so
un

d
s. Its face to

o
k o

n
 a p

ain
ed

 exp
ression

as it co
n

tin
u

ed
 to stare at m

e.
“W

e…
 I…

” It lo
o

ked
 aw

a
y 

fro
m

 m
e

 an
d

 th
e kn

o
ckin

g
so

u
nd

 fad
ed

. “W
e are m

o
d

ro
n

. W
e h

ave n
o

 id
en

tity o
th

er th
an

th
e w

h
o

le th
at is m

o
d

ro
n

. W
e h

ave n
o

 n
am

e.”
“T

h
en

 h
o

w
 d

o
 yo

u
 tell o

n
e m

o
d

ro
n

 fro
m

 an
o

th
er?” T

h
ere

w
a

s a p
au

se as th
e m

o
d

ro
n

 co
n

sid
ered

 m
y q

u
estio

n
.

“W
e kn

o
w

. W
e are m

o
d

ro
n

. W
e are a p

art o
f th

e w
h

o
le. Ju

st
as yo

u
 reco

gn
ize th

e h
an

d
 th

at is part o
f th

e arm
, w

e re
co

gn
ize

each
 p

art o
f th

e w
h

o
le.”

I asked
 w

h
at th

is p
lace w

a
s, to

 w
h

ich
 it gave th

e sam
e

u
n

satisfacto
ry 

rep
ly 

as 
th

e 
first 

m
o

d
ro

n
 

w
e 

m
et, 

‘R
u

b
iko

n
D

u
n

geo
n

 C
o

n
stru

ct.’
I su

dd
en

ly p
u

t to
geth

er D
ak'ko

n
’s re

m
ark, w

ith
 th

e ro
o

m
s

w
e 

w
ere 

m
o

vin
g 

th
ro

u
gh

 
and

 
a 

rem
ark 

C
an

d
rian

 
th

e 
plan

e
w

alker 
h

ad
 

m
ad

e 
w

h
en

 
I 

talked
 

to
 

him
 

in
 

th
e 

S
m

o
ld

erin
g

C
o

rp
se. H

e h
ad travelled

 to Lim
b

o
 an

d
 seen

 a co
n

stru
ct o

f
in

terlo
ckin

g cub
es, w

h
ich

 I no
w

 realized
 w

e w
ere in

sid
e. R

ath
er

th
an

 R
u

b
ikon

 D
un

geo
n

 C
o

n
stru

ct, I reflected
, it sho

uld
 h

ave
b

een
 called

 R
ub

iko
n C

ub
es. I asked

 th
e M

o
d

ro
n to tell m

e m
o

re
ab

o
u

t th
is ‘co

n
stru

ct.’ T
h

e m
o

d
ro

n
 fro

w
n

ed
 at m

e th
en

 glan
ced

ab
o

u
t th

e ro
o

m
.

“W
e sh

o
u

ld
 kno

w
…

 W
e are m

o
d

ro
n

. W
e are p

art o
f th

e
w

h
o

le…
 W

e…
 In

fo
rm

atio
n

 n
o

t availab
le. A

d
d

ress yo
u

r q
u

ery
to

 th
e en

gin
eer.”

“W
h

ere d
o

 I fin
d

 th
e en

gin
eer?” T

h
e m

o
d

ro
n glan

ced
 ab

ou
t.

“W
e 

d
o

 
n

o
t 

kn
o

w
. 

In
fo

rm
atio

n
 

n
o

t 
availab

le…
 

W
e 

are
co

n
fu

sed
…

”
I ad

d
ressed

 an
oth

er o
f th

e m
o

d
ro

n
, askin

g it w
h

at th
is place

w
a

s.“T
h

is is th
e R

u
biko

n
 D

u
n

geo
n C

o
n

stru
ct P

ro
ject.” W

h
en

 I
asked

 th
is o

n
e fo

r d
etails, it w

as m
o

re fo
rth

co
m

in
g. T

h
e m

o
d

ro
n

b
egan

 to
 em

it a so
ft h

u
m

m
in

g so
u

n
d

 as it an
sw

ered
 m

e.
“R

u
b

iko
n

: P
ro

ject go
al is to

 d
eterm

in
e th

e d
yn

am
ics, b

o
th

so
cial 

an
d

 
aso

cial, 
su

rrou
nd

in
g 

th
e 

en
viron

m
en

t 
co

m
m

o
n

ly
co

n
stru

ed as a d
un

geo
n

 an
d

 to
 attem

p
t to

 exp
lain

 th
e ab

erratio
n

s
th

at tend
 to

 o
ccu

r in
 su

ch
 en

viro
n

m
en

ts.”
“H

o
w

 d
o

 yo
u

 in
tend

 to
 do

 th
at?”
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R
ub

ik
on

I 
en

te
re

d 
th

e 
ne

xt
 r

oo
m

, 
w

hi
ch

 h
ad

 o
nl

y 
on

e 
m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l
cr

ea
tu

re
. I

 a
sk

ed
 it

 w
ho

 it
 w

as
. M

y 
qu

es
ti

on
 s

ee
m

ed
 to

 th
ro

w
 th

e
cr

ea
tu

re
 c

om
pl

et
el

y 
of

f 
ba

la
nc

e.
 I

t 
st

oo
d 

st
ar

in
g 

at
 m

e 
w

it
h 

it
s

he
ad

 c
oc

ke
d 

to
 o

ne
 s

id
e,

 u
ns

ur
e 

of
 w

ha
t t

o 
do

.
“I

 a
m

 a
 m

o
n

st
er

. 
N

o
w

 w
e 

d
o

 b
at

tle
?”

“Y
o

u
'v

e 
go

t 
to

 b
e 

ki
dd

in
g…

” 
It 

co
n

tin
u

ed
 t

o
 s

ta
re

 a
t 

m
e 

fo
r

a 
m

o
m

en
t.

“N
o

…
 G

rr
rr

.”
 I

t 
at

ta
ck

ed
. 

A
fte

r 
d

is
p

at
ch

in
g 

it,
 I

 e
n

te
re

d 
th

e
n

ex
t 

ro
o

m
. 

T
h

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
 t

h
er

e 
ga

ve
 m

e 
n

o
 t

im
e 

to
 t

al
k,

 y
el

lin
g

o
u

t 
as

 s
oo

n 
as

 w
e 

en
te

re
d

.
“D

ie
 

in
 

th
e 

n
am

e 
o

f 
th

e 
E

vi
l 

W
iz

ar
d

!”
 

T
h

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
b

ra
n

d
is

h
ed

 a
 w

ea
p

o
n

 a
t 

m
e.

 W
h

en
 I

 a
sk

ed
 w

h
at

 e
vi

l 
w

iz
ar

d
 i

t
w

a
s 

ta
lk

in
g 

ab
o

u
t,

 t
h

e 
cr

ea
tu

re
 s

to
p

p
ed

 w
av

in
g 

its
 w

ea
p

o
n

 a
n

d
p

au
se

d
 to

 th
in

k 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
“U

h
…

 T
h

e 
o

n
e 

th
at

 d
o

es
n

’t 
ex

is
t 

un
til

 y
o

u
 s

et
 t

h
e 

R
ub

ik
o

n
D

u
n

ge
o

n
 C

o
n

st
ru

ct
 t

o
 

ha
rd

 d
iff

ic
u

lty
 l

ev
el

. 
B

o
y,

 w
ill

 y
o

u
 b

e 
in

tr
o

ub
le

 t
h

en
. 

M
ea

n
w

h
ile

, 
D

ie
 i

n
 t

h
e 

n
am

e 
o

f 
th

e 
E

vi
l 

W
iz

ar
d

!”
It 

le
ap

ed
 to

 th
e 

at
ta

ck
, 

an
d

 w
as

 q
u

ic
kl

y 
h

ac
ke

d
 t

o
 p

ie
ce

s.
In

 t
h

e 
n

ex
t 

ro
o

m
, 

th
e 

co
n

st
ru

ct
 f

irs
t 

sc
o

w
le

d
 a

t 
m

e.
 T

h
e

cr
ea

tu
re

 s
u

d
d

en
ly

 s
to

pp
ed

 s
co

w
lin

g 
at

 m
e 

an
d

 a
d

o
pt

ed
 a

 lo
o

k 
o

f
m

o
ck

 t
er

ro
r.

“E
ee

ek
! 

It 
is

 t
h

e 
h

er
o

, 
se

n
t 

h
er

e 
n

o 
d

ou
b

t, 
to

 s
la

y 
th

e 
ev

il
o

n
e.

 W
o

e 
to

 m
e,

 t
h

e 
h

ap
le

ss
 c

o
n

st
ru

ct
 o

n
 d

u
ty

 a
t 

th
e 

tim
e 

o
f 

h
is

ar
riv

al
!”

“W
h

at
 a

re
 y

o
u

 g
o

in
g 

o
n 

ab
ou

t?
”

“T
h

e 
p

lo
t,

 y
o

u
 d

o
lt,

 s
tic

k 
to

 t
h

e 
p

lo
t. 

H
o

w
 d

o
 y

o
u

 e
xp

ec
t 

m
e

to
 p

la
y 

m
y 

p
ar

t 
if 

yo
u

 d
o

 n
ot

 c
oo

p
er

at
e?

 W
h

er
e 

w
er

e 
w

e…
” 

It
p

au
se

d
 t

o
 t

h
in

k 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t.
 “

O
h

, 
I 

re
m

e
m

b
er

, 
I 

w
as

 a
b

o
u

t 
to

tr
o

un
ce

 y
o

u
.”

 I
t 

le
ap

ed
 t

o
 t

h
e 

at
ta

ck
, 

la
st

in
g 

a 
sh

o
rt

 w
h

ile
 lo

n
ge

r
th

an
 i

ts
 p

re
d

ec
es

so
rs

. 
A

t 
th

e 
en

d 
o

f 
th

e 
co

m
b

at
 L

ad
y 

G
ra

ce
m

ad
e 

a 
co

m
m

en
t 

to
 a

no
th

er
 o

f 
m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s,

 c
o

n
tin

ui
n

g 
to

tr
y 

to
 le

ar
n

 m
o

re
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
em

.
“Y

o
u

r 
m

as
te

ry
 o

f d
is

ci
p

lin
e 

is
 im

p
re

ss
iv

e,
 D

ak
'k

o
n

.”
“I

n
 t

h
e 

ey
es

 o
f Z

er
th

im
o

n
, 

I 
am

 n
o

th
in

g.
”

“S
u

re
ly

 y
o

u
 a

re
 b

ei
n

g 
to

o 
h

ar
sh

 o
n 

yo
u

rs
el

f?
”

“A
 lo

n
g 

ro
ad

 m
u

st
 I

 s
til

l t
ra

ve
l. 

T
h

is
 is

 b
u

t 
th

e 
b

eg
in

n
in

g.
”

W
e 

p
as

se
d

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 s

ev
er

al
 m

o
re

 o
f 

th
e 

cu
b

ic
 r

oo
m

s,
 e

as
ily

d
ef

ea
tin

g 
th

e 
m

ec
h

an
ic

al
 i

n
h

ab
ita

nt
s.

 F
in

al
ly

, 
w

e 
st

u
m

b
le

d
 i

n
to

an
o

th
er

 
cu

b
ic

 
ch

am
b

er
. 

C
o

m
p

le
x 

cl
o

ck
w

o
rk

 
m

e
ch

an
is

m
s

co
ve

re
d

 t
h

e 
w

al
ls

, 
an

d
 h

al
f 

a 
d

o
ze

n
 m

o
d

ro
n

s 
st

o
od

 a
bo

u
t 

th
e

ro
o

m
. 

I a
sk

ed
 o

n
e 

o
f t

h
e 

cr
ea

tu
re

s 
w

h
at

 it
 w

as
.

“W
e 

ar
e 

m
o

d
ro

n
.”

 I 
as

ke
d

 if
 it

 m
ea

n
t 

its
 n

a
m

e 
w

as
 M

o
d

ro
n

.

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, P

ar
t I
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“ 
‘In

tr
ig

u
in

g?
’ 

F
ri

gh
te

n
in

g 
is

 m
o

re
 l

ik
e 

it.
 I

 d
on

’t 
lik

e 
n

o
t

kn
o

w
in

g 
w

h
o

 I
 a

m
, 

w
h

at
 I

 m
a

y 
h

a
ve

 d
o

n
e,

 w
h

o
 m

y 
en

e
m

ie
s

ar
e,

 a
n

d
 w

h
o

 a
re

 m
y 

fr
ie

n
d

s.
”

“I
 h

av
e 

o
ffe

n
d

ed
 y

o
u

 w
ith

 m
y 

w
o

rd
s.

” 
F

al
l-

F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

b
o

w
ed

 h
er

 h
ea

d
. “

I 
gi

ve
 m

y 
ap

o
lo

gy
, 

if 
yo

u
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

it.
”

“A
p

o
lo

g
y 

ac
ce

p
te

d
.”

 F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 n

o
d

d
ed

.
“I

f i
t 

w
ill

 h
el

p
, 

yo
u

 a
re

 w
el

co
m

e 
to

 t
ou

r 
th

e 
B

ro
th

el
. 

S
ev

er
al

o
f 

o
u

r 
st

u
d

en
ts

 a
re

 w
el

l-v
er

se
d

 i
n

 t
h

e 
ve

rb
al

 a
rt

s.
 P

er
h

ap
s 

so
m

e
o

f t
h

em
 w

ill
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

o
 r

e-
ki

nd
le

 y
o

u
r 

m
e

m
o

ri
es

.”
I 

h
ad

 f
el

t 
a 

gr
o

w
in

g 
at

tr
ac

tio
n

 a
s 

sh
e 

sp
o

ke
, 

an
d

 I
 b

lu
rt

ed
o

u
t 

an
o

th
er

 
qu

es
tio

n
, 

“W
o

u
ld

 
yo

u
 

lik
e 

to
 

jo
in

 
m

e 
o

n
 

m
y

tr
av

el
s?

” 
I 

th
ou

gh
t 

I 
w

as
 d

o
n

e 
w

ith
 s

p
ill

in
g 

th
e 

co
n

te
n

ts
 o

f 
m

y
m

in
d

 li
ke

 t
h

at
.

A
n

n
ah

 s
tif

fe
n

ed
, 

th
en

 s
ta

rt
ed

 m
u

tt
er

in
g 

u
nd

er
 h

er
 b

re
at

h
.

“W
h

o
’s

 t
a 

sa
y 

sh
e'

ll 
b

e 
co

m
in

’ 
w

ith
 u

s?
 W

e 
d

o
n

n
ae

 n
ee

d
 t

h
e

lik
es

 o
’ h

er
, 

so
’s

 w
e 

d
on

’t.
”

“B
ar

 t
h

at
, 

fie
n

d
lin

g!
” 

M
o

rt
e 

cl
ic

ke
d

 h
is

 t
ee

th
 t

o
ge

th
er

. 
“I

'm
A

L
L
 f

o
r 

th
e 

su
cc

u
b

u
s 

co
m

in
g 

w
ith

 u
s…

 t
h

e 
P

o
w

er
s 

kn
o

w
 

yo
u

’r
e

ab
o

u
t a

s 
fu

n
 a

s 
p

as
si

n
g 

a 
ca

ltr
o

p 
th

ro
u

gh
 y

o
u

r 
b

o
w

el
s.

”
A

n
n

ah
 p

re
d

ic
ta

b
ly

 r
o

se
 t

o
 t

h
e 

b
ai

tin
g.

 “
Y

e'
d

 b
es

t 
la

tc
h 

ye
r

b
o

n
e-

b
o

x,
 s

ku
ll,

 o
r 

I'l
l 

ra
tt

le
 y

eh
 s

o
 h

ar
d

 t
h

ey
'll

 b
e 

p
ic

ki
n

’ 
ye

r
te

et
h

 o
ff 

th
e 

sp
ire

 —
!”

“T
ra

ve
l 

w
ith

 y
o

u
?”

 F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
 s

m
ile

d
 s

lig
h

tly
. 

S
h

e
se

e
m

ed
 t

o
 b

e 
ig

n
o

rin
g 

m
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s.
 “

T
h

at
’s

 r
at

h
er

 f
o

rw
ar

d
o

f 
yo

u
.”

I 
q

u
ic

kl
y 

th
o

u
gh

t 
o

f 
so

m
e 

re
as

o
n

, 
an

y 
re

as
o

n
, 

fo
r 

h
er

 t
o

ac
co

m
p

an
y 

u
s.

 “
I'd

 r
at

h
er

 b
e 

h
on

es
t 

w
ith

 m
y 

in
te

n
tio

n
s.

 Y
ou

se
e

m
 e

xt
re

m
el

y 
p

le
a

sa
n

t 
an

d
 w

el
l-

ve
rs

ed
 i

n
 t

h
e 

w
a

ys
 o

f 
th

e
P

la
n

es
. 

A
 c

o
m

p
an

io
n

 w
ith

 t
h

at
 k

in
d

 o
f 

kn
o

w
le

d
ge

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

w
el

co
m

e.
”

N
o

w
 I

 h
ad

 o
ffe

n
d

ed
 M

o
rt

e.
 “

H
e

y,
 w

ai
t 

ju
st

 a
 m

in
u

te
! 

I’
m

th
e 

on
e 

w
el

l-v
er

se
d

 in
 th

e 
P

la
n

es
! T

h
at

’s
 m

y 
jo

b
, 

ch
ie

f!”
“H

av
in

g 
tw

o
 p

eo
p

le
 k

no
w

le
d

ge
ab

le
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

P
la

n
es

 i
n

 o
u

r
b

an
d

 s
ee

m
s 

p
re

tt
y 

sm
ar

t 
to

 m
e.

 B
es

id
es

, 
I 

sa
id

, 
‘p

le
as

an
t,

’ 
to

o
,

M
o

rt
e

.”
“P

le
as

an
t 

on
 t

h
e 

ey
es

, 
m

a
yb

e
! 

Lo
o

ks
 t

o
 

M
E
 l

ik
e 

al
l 

so
m

e
ch

it 
h

as
 t

o
 d

o
 is

 s
h

o
w

 a
 li

tt
le

 s
ki

n
, 

an
d

 y
o

u
'll

 s
ig

n
 h

er
 r

ig
h

t 
u

p
!”

M
o

rt
e 

fe
ll 

si
le

n
t.

 “
N

o
t 

th
at

 I
 m

in
d

 t
h

at
 r

ea
lly

, 
I 

ju
st

 t
ho

u
gh

t 
I'd

m
en

tio
n

 it
.”

“N
o

te
d

, 
M

o
rt

e.
 L

o
o

k…
 L

ad
y 

G
ra

ce
, 

ex
cu

se
 m

e 
if 

I'm
 b

ei
n

g
to

o
 fo

rw
ar

d
, 

b
ut

 w
o

u
ld

 y
o

u
 c

ar
e 

to
 t

ra
ve

l w
ith

 u
s?

”
“I

 a
p

p
re

ci
at

e 
yo

u
r 

ca
n

d
o

r.
 I

 s
h

al
l 

co
u

nt
er

 w
ith

 s
o

m
e 

o
f 

m
y

o
w

n
: 

W
h

y 
sh

o
u

ld
 I

 t
ra

ve
l w

ith
 y

o
u

?”
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“Y
o

u
 m

ean
 yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
n

’t b
e in

terested
 in

 travelin
g w

ith
 an

im
m

o
rtal a

m
n

esia
c w

h
o

 is search
in

g th
e P

lan
es fo

r h
im

self?”
“O

h
, I w

ould b
e extrem

ely in
terested

.” S
h

e sm
iled

 sligh
tly.

“S
u

ch
 a su

ggestio
n

 is in
trigu

in
g, m

ake n
o

 m
ista

ke ab
o

u
t th

at.”
“T

h
en

 yo
u

 w
ould like to

 travel w
ith

 m
e, th

en
?”

“If yo
u

 w
ish

 m
e to

, th
en

 th
ere is so

m
eth

in
g yo

u
 m

u
st d

o
 fo

r
m

e. T
h

ere are ten
 stu

d
en

ts in
 this estab

lish
m

en
t. I w

o
u

ld
 like

yo
u

 
to

 
sp

eak 
to

 
all 

o
f 

th
em

, 
th

en
 

retu
rn

 
to

 
m

e 
w

ith
 

yo
u

r
th

ou
gh

ts. T
h

en
 w

e sh
all see if w

e sh
all travel to

geth
er o

r no
t.”

R
ubikon

265

R
U

B
IK

O
N

W
e stood in a m

etal room
, a cube, w

ith one doorw
ay on each of

the four w
alls, although three of the w

ays w
ere blocked. A

m
odron stood near the only open doorw

ay.
A

s I approached, the creature focused em
otionless eyes on

m
e. “G

reetin
gs, ad

ven
tu

rer. W
elco

m
e to

 R
u

b
ikon

, th
e du

n
geon

co
n

stru
ct. 

T
h

an
k 

yo
u

 
fo

r 
ch

o
o

sin
g 

R
u

b
ikon

 
fo

r 
yo

u
r

d
u

n
geon

in
g exp

erien
ce. Y

ou
 m

a
y a
ccess R

u
b

iko
n

 th
ro

u
gh

 th
is

d
o

or.”
I tried

 to
 qu

estion
 it fu

rth
er, b

u
t it w

o
u

ld
 on

ly resp
o

n
d

 w
ith

its o
p

en
in

g sp
eech

. S
h

ru
ggin

g, I m
o

ved
 th

ro
u

gh th
e o

p
enin

g.
T

h
e 

ro
o

m
 

b
e

yo
n

d
 

w
as 

also
 

a 
m

etal 
cu

b
e, 

w
ith

 
fo

u
r

d
o

orw
a

ys. T
h

ree cre
atu

res, w
h

ich
 lo

o
ked

 th
e sam

e, sto
o

d
 abo

u
t

th
e roo

m
. C

lo
sest to

 m
e I sa

w
 a m

ech
an

ical m
an

 w
ith

 p
ale green

skin
. A

lth
o

u
gh

 it w
as o

b
vio

u
sly a co

n
stru

ct, it did
 h

ave an
an

im
ated

 face, w
h

ich
 w

as sco
w

lin
g at m

e.
I essa

yed
 a greetin

g.
“G

rrrr.” 
T

h
e 

creatu
re 

gro
w

led
 

at 
m

e 
an

d
 

th
en 

p
au

sed
,

w
eigh

in
g m

y reactio
n

.
T

h
e m

ech
an

ical m
an

, alth
o

u
gh arm

ed
 w

ith
 a b

u
ilt-in sw

o
rd

,
b

arely ca
m

e to
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f m
y ch

est. Its arm
o

r lo
o

ked
 p

ap
er

th
in 

as 
w

ell. 
T

h
at 

m
ad

e 
its 

resp
o

n
se 

to
 

m
y 

greetin
g 

rath
er

lu
d

icro
u

s. I asked
, “A

m
 I su

p
p

o
sed

 to
 b

e frigh
ten

ed
 b

y th
at?”

It loo
ked

 co
n

fu
sed

. “G
rrrr?” It m

ad
e a fe

eb
le th

reaten
in

g
gestu

re to
w

ard
 m

e.
“I asked

 yo
u

 if I'm
 su

p
p

o
sed

 to
 b

e frigh
ten

ed
 b

y th
at.”

It stared
 at m

e fo
r a m

o
m

en
t w

h
ile co

n
sid

erin
g m

y q
u

estio
n

.
“Y

es. G
rrrr is a so

u
n

d
 in

d
icative o

f a th
reat. I h

ave in
clud

ed
 an

ap
p

rop
riate gestu

re to
 add

 w
eigh

t 
to

 
th

e 
th

reat. 
F

ear 
is 

th
e

an
ticip

ated
 respo

n
se w

h
ich

 w
ill give m

e th
e ad

van
tage in

 th
e

figh
t th

at fo
llo

w
s.” It leap

ed
 to

 th
e attack.

T
h

e th
ree creatu

res fo
u

gh
t w

e
akly, an

d
 w

ere so
o

n
 scattered

p
arts u

po
n th

e flo
or.

D
ak'ko

n
 

rem
arked

, 
“T

h
is 

is 
Lim

b
o

, 
bu

t 
it 

rin
gs 

o
f

M
ech

an
u

s.”
I glan

ced
 at h

im
, su

rp
rised b

y th
e co

m
m

en
t. S

in
ce h

e w
as a

gith
zerai, h

e m
u

st b
e su

re w
e w

ere in
 Lim

b
o

.
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T
ie

in
g 

L
oo

se
 E

nd
s

I 
th

en
 w

av
ed

 i
ts

 a
rm

s 
an

d 
m

ad
e 

ch
ee

ri
ng

 n
oi

se
s.

 H
or

de
s 

of
im

a
gi

n
ar

y 
cr

e
at

u
re

s 
fr

o
m

 a
cr

o
ss

 t
h

e 
P

la
n

es
 c

h
ee

re
d

 t
h

e 
cu

b
e’

s
vi

ct
o

ry
. 

I 
co

u
ld

 a
lm

o
st

 s
ee

 a
 t

in
y 

o
ily

 t
ea

r 
b

ri
m

m
in

g 
o

n
 o

n
e 

o
f

its
 e

ye
s…

 i
t 

w
as

 a
 h

er
o

, 
th

e 
gr

ea
te

st
 c

u
b

e 
ev

er
 t

o
 r

o
am

 t
h

e
P

la
n

es
, 

an
d 

ev
er

yo
n

e 
lo

ve
d

 i
t.

 I
n

 m
y 

m
in

d
, 

F
al

l-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

an
d

 A
n

n
ah

 h
u

gg
ed

 it
 a

nd
 s

h
o

w
er

ed
 it

 w
ith

 k
is

se
s.

I 
si

gh
ed

, 
th

e 
m

o
o

d
 s

ud
d

en
ly

 b
ro

ke
n

. 
I 

no
tic

ed
 M

o
rt

e 
st

ar
in

g
at

 m
e.

 W
h

en
 h

e 
sa

w
 m

y 
lo

o
k,

 h
e 

sh
oo

k 
h

is
 h

ea
d.

I 
co

ck
ed

 m
y 

h
e

ad
 a

s 
if 

lis
te

n
in

g,
 a

n
d 

sa
id

, 
“W

h
at

’s
 t

h
at

,
cu

b
e 

h
er

o
? 

‘M
o

rt
e’

s 
a 

st
u

p
id

 s
ku

ll?
’ 

W
h

y,
 y

es
 h

e 
is

, 
is

n
’t 

h
e,

cu
b

e 
h

er
o

?”
M

o
rt

e 
in

d
ig

n
an

tly
 r

ep
lie

d
, 

“H
ey

! I
t 

d
id

n
’t 

sa
y 

th
at

!”
“Y

es
, 

it 
d

id
! I

t 
sa

id
 it

 ju
st

 n
o

w
!”

“W
h

 —
?

! 
G

im
m

e 
th

at
 t

h
in

g!
”

T
h

e 
ta

tt
er

ed
 p

er
so

n
a 

o
f 

a 
ch

ild
 I

 m
ig

h
t 

o
n

ce
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
p

ro
m

p
te

d
 m

e 
to

 p
et

u
la

n
tly

 r
ep

ly
, 

“N
o

, 
it’

s 
m

in
e.

 H
e 

o
n

ly
 w

an
ts

to
 h

an
g 

o
ut

 w
ith

 m
e 

an
yw

a
y.

 D
o

n
’t 

yo
u

, 
cu

b
e 

h
er

o
? 

Y
es

, 
yo

u
d

o
!” M

o
rt

e 
gr

o
un

d 
ou

t,
 “

I. 
Ju

st
. 

W
an

t.
 T

o
. 

H
o

ld
. 

It.
 F

o
r.

 A
.

S
ec

o
n

d
.”

“B
u

t 
yo

u
 d

on
’t 

h
av

e 
an

y 
h

an
d

s.
”

“I
'll

 h
o

ld
 it

 in
 m

y 
T

E
E

T
H
.”

I 
d

id
n

’t 
th

in
k 

it 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
w

is
e 

to
 l

et
 M

o
rt

e 
an

yw
h

er
e 

n
ea

r
th

e 
to

y.
 “

N
o

, 
I 

th
in

k 
n

o
t.”

“I
'm

 g
o

n
n

a 
sm

as
h

 t
h

at
 m

o
d

ro
n

 c
u

b
e 

to
 b

its
.”

I 
st

ar
te

d
 t

o
 p

ut
 i

t 
aw

a
y,

 t
h

en
 r

em
em

b
er

ed
 t

h
e 

to
y 

h
ad

 m
ad

e
a 

po
p 

w
h

ile
 I

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
 p

la
yi

n
g 

w
ith

 i
t.

 I
 c

o
n

ce
n

tr
at

ed
, 

an
d

re
ca

lle
d

 i
t 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 w

h
en

 I
 b

en
t 

th
e 

le
ft 

kn
ee

. 
I 

b
en

t 
th

e 
kn

ee
,

th
en

 
tr

ie
d

 
m

o
vi

n
g 

o
th

er
 

lim
b

s.
 

I 
h

ea
rd

 
a 

so
ft w
hi

r 
w

h
en

 
I

ex
te

n
d

ed
 t

h
e 

le
ft 

w
in

g.
 I

 q
u

ic
kl

y 
fo

u
n

d 
th

at
 m

o
vi

n
g 

th
e 

rig
h

t
w

in
g 

ca
u

se
d

 a
 hm

m
m

m
s 

so
u

n
d

. 
I 

ro
ta

te
d

 t
h

e 
rig

h
t 

ar
m

, 
w

h
en

su
d

d
en

ly
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 a

 b
lin

d
in

g 
w

h
ite

 li
gh

t…

B
ro

th
el

 O
f 

S
la

ki
ng

 I
nt

el
le

ct
ua

l L
us

ts
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B
R

O
T

H
E

L 
O

F
 S

LA
K

IN
G

IN
T

E
LL

E
C

T
U

A
L 

LU
S

T
S

I 
m

ov
ed

 o
ff

, 
to

 t
al

k 
to

 t
he

 p
ro

st
it

ut
es

 i
n 

th
is

 m
os

t 
un

us
ua

l
br

ot
he

l. 
T

he
 b

ro
th

el
 w

as
 i

n 
th

e 
sh

ap
e 

of
 a

 c
ir

cl
e,

 w
it

h 
a 

ci
rc

ul
ar

co
rr

id
or

 r
un

ni
ng

 a
ro

un
d 

in
si

de
 i

t. 
T

he
 r

oo
m

s 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

st
itu

te
s

w
er

e 
lo

ca
te

d 
ag

ai
ns

t 
th

e 
ou

te
r 

w
al

l, 
op

en
in

g 
on

to
 t

he
 c

or
ri

do
r.

T
he

 c
en

te
r 

of
 t

he
 c

ir
cl

e 
w

as
 l

in
ed

 w
it

h 
be

nc
he

s 
an

d 
pl

an
ts

,
pr

ov
id

in
g 

a 
pl

ea
sa

nt
 a

re
a 

in
 w

hi
ch

 to
 m

in
gl

e.
S

ta
rt

in
g 

do
w

n 
th

e 
ha

ll,
 I

 r
an

 i
nt

o 
a 

ta
ll,

 e
le

ga
nt

 w
om

an
,

w
ho

, w
it

h 
he

r 
sh

ar
p 

fe
at

ur
es

 a
nd

 r
eg

al
 d

em
ea

no
r,

 w
as

 a
 s

tr
ik

in
g

ex
am

pl
e 

of
 a

ri
st

oc
ra

ti
c 

be
au

ty
. 

H
er

 c
lo

th
es

 a
pp

ea
re

d 
to

 b
e 

sp
un

of
 s

il
ve

r 
th

re
ad

, 
an

d 
a 

sm
al

l 
ph

ia
l 

da
ng

le
d 

fr
om

 h
er

 n
ec

kl
ac

e.
S

he
 w

as
 p

er
fu

m
ed

 w
it

h 
an

 e
xo

ti
c,

 e
ro

ti
c 

sc
en

t 
th

at
 s

ee
m

ed
 t

o
dr

aw
 m

e 
to

w
ar

ds
 h

er
. 

S
he

 l
oo

ke
d 

m
e 

ov
er

, 
ar

ch
in

g 
an

 e
ye

br
ow

w
it

h 
w

ha
t I

 s
en

se
d 

to
 b

e 
di

sd
ai

n.
“G

re
et

in
gs

. 
M

y 
n

am
e 

is
 V

iv
ia

n
; 

am
 I

 t
o

 p
re

su
m

e 
I 

am
 b

ei
n

g
su

m
m

o
n

ed
?”

I 
as

su
re

d
 h

er
 s

h
e 

w
as

 n
o

t, 
an

d 
as

ke
d

 a
b

o
u

t t
h

e 
sc

en
t 

h
an

gi
n

g
ab

o
u

t h
er

. S
h

e 
sc

o
w

le
d

 fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t,

 t
h

en
 s

m
ile

d
 a

t 
m

e.
“Y

es
, 

ye
s,

 a
n

d
 I

 t
h

an
k 

yo
u

 f
o

r 
yo

u
r 

co
m

p
lim

en
t…

 b
u

t 
I

as
su

re
 

yo
u

, 
th

is
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 a
ro

m
a 

is
 

no
th

in
g 

to
 m

y 
p

er
so

n
al

sc
en

t.
”

S
h

e 
th

en
 

ex
p

la
in

ed
 

th
at

 
h

er
 

p
er

so
na

l 
sc

en
t 

h
ad

 
go

n
e

m
is

si
n

g,
 h

ad
 in

 f
ac

t 
b

ee
n

 s
to

le
n.

 I
 a

gr
ee

d
 t

o
 h

el
p

 h
er

 f
in

d
 it

. 
S

h
e

se
e

m
ed

 t
o

 f
ee

l s
h

e 
w

as
 im

p
o

si
n

g 
o

n
 m

e,
 b

u
t 

I 
as

su
re

d
 h

er
 it

 w
as

n
o

 im
p

o
si

tio
n 

fo
r 

a 
lo

ve
ly

 w
o

m
an

 s
u

ch
 a

s 
h

er
se

lf.
A

t 
th

is
, 

A
n

n
ah

 m
u

m
b

le
d

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
an

gr
ily

; 
I 

ca
u

gh
t 

th
e

w
o

rd
s 

“p
ik

in
g”

 a
n

d
 “

id
jit

-s
tic

k.
” 

V
iv

ia
n

 t
h

an
ke

d
 m

e 
fo

r 
m

y
o

ffe
r. In

 a
 r

oo
m

 o
ff 

th
e 

m
ai

n
 c

o
rr

id
o

r 
I 

m
et

 J
u

lie
tte

, 
a 

d
ar

k-
h

ai
re

d
yo

u
n

g 
w

o
m

an
 w

h
o

 I
 f

o
u

nd
 s

ta
ri

n
g 

lis
tle

ss
ly

 o
ff 

in
to

 s
p

ac
e,

si
gh

in
g 

m
is

er
ab

ly
 a

n
d

 o
cc

as
io

n
al

ly
 p

ic
ki

n
g 

at
 t

h
e 

se
a

m
s 

o
f 

h
er

gr
ee

n
 v

el
ve

t 
go

w
n

. 
It 

w
as

 d
iff

ic
u

lt 
to

 d
is

ce
rn

 w
h

et
h

er
 s

h
e 

w
as

d
ep

re
ss

ed
 o

r 
si

m
p

ly
 b

o
re

d
. 

I 
as

ke
d

 a
b

ou
t 

h
er

 p
ro

bl
em

, 
w

h
et

h
er

it 
w

as
 d

u
e 

to
 n

o
 s

u
ito

rs
.
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“I a
m

 alread
y w

ith
 a m

an
, sir, and

 I d
o

 lo
ve h

im
 d

early. ’T
is

ju
st 

th
at 

I 
w

ish
…

” 
S

h
e 

tapp
ed

 h
er 

fin
ger 

again
st 

h
er 

ch
in

.
“…

so
m

eth
in

g m
ore o

f o
u

r liaison
.”

“T
h

ere’s a p
ro

b
lem

 w
ith

 th
e relation

sh
ip

?” I asked
.

“Y
es, th

ere is a p
rob

lem
…

” S
h

e h
u

ffed
. “…

in
 th

at th
ere are

n
o

 p
rob

lem
s to

 sp
eak o

f! O
u

r fa
m

ilies to
o

k th
e n

ew
s o

f o
u

r
co

u
rtsh

ip
 

splen
d

id
ly, 

h
is 

sib
lin

gs 
lo

ve 
m

y 
sib

lin
gs, 

an
d

 
o

u
r

frien
d

s th
in

k o
u

r u
n

io
n to b

e b
lessed

 b
y th

e P
o

w
ers th

em
selve

s.
A

ll fin
e an

d
 go

od
, b

ut th
in

gs are go
in

g…
” S

h
e fro

w
n

ed
. “…

so
sm

o
o

th
ly. ’T

is n
o

t righ
t to

 h
ave su

ch
 a trou

b
le-free co

u
rtsh

ip
.”

“I d
o

n
’t kn

o
w

 ab
ou

t th
at…

” I tem
p

o
rized

.
“D

o
st th

ou
 n

o
t? H

ast th
ou

 ever h
ad

 su
ch

 a co
urtsh

ip
?” S

h
e

glan
ced

 b
riefly at m

e. “T
'w

o
u

ld
 see

m
 th

at th
y life is filled

 w
ith

a variety o
f p

ro
b

lem
s, ju

d
gin

g b
y th

e p
allo

r o
f th

y skin
.”

“I can
’t rem

e
m

b
er an

y co
u

rtsh
ip

s I h
ave h

ad
. T

h
e rem

n
an

ts
o

f th
e o

n
es I h

ave en
co

u
ntered

 su
ggest I m

a
y h

ave h
ad

 so
m

e
p

rob
lem

s.”
“ 

’T
is 

ju
st 

th
at 

all 
m

y 
frien

d
s 

h
ave 

su
ch

 
in

terestin
g

relatio
n

sh
ip

s…
 

on
es 

frau
gh

t 
w

ith
 

tu
rm

o
il, 

feu
d

in
g 

fa
m

ilies,
d

aggers at o
n

e an
o

th
er’s b

acks, p
o

ison
, m

ad
 sib

lin
gs an

d
 irate

fath
ers w

ith
 large sw

o
rd

s. I h
ave a lo

ver w
h

o
se fa

m
ily lo

ves m
e

an
d

 w
h

o
m

 th
e w

o
rld

 lo
ves.” S

h
e sigh

ed again
. “A

 gre
at so

u
rce

o
f an

n
o

yan
ce. H

o
w

 I w
ish

 I co
u

ld
 fo

rm
u

late so
m

e w
a

y to
 sp

ice
th

in
gs up

…
”

M
o

rte flo
ated

 clo
se to

 m
e, w

h
isp

erin
g: “I fe

el so
rry fo

r h
er

lo
ver. H

e d
o

esn
’t kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 b

ad
 h

e h
as it. A

 ch
it like th

is is
n

o
th

in
g b

u
t trou

b
le.”

“T
h

at d
o

esn
’t sou

nd
 w

ise, Ju
liette. R

elish
 w

h
at yo

u
 h

ave,” I
su

ggested
.

“I w
ish

 to
 exp

erien
ce tro

ub
les, th

ou
gh. I w

ish
 to exp

erien
ce

th
e up

 and
 do

w
n

s o
f co

u
rtsh

ip
…

 bu
t w

ith
 h

im
, n

o
 o

th
er.” S

h
e

sigh
ed

. “A
h

, su
ch

 a th
in

g is lo
ve. It can

 b
e as d

ull as a club
, and

is o
f n

o
 u

se to
 an

 asp
irin

g S
en

sate.”
I asked

 w
h

at sh
e w

an
ted

 to
 sp

ice thin
gs u

p
, bu

t sh
e d

id no
t

h
ave a clear id

ea. I ca
m

e u
p

 w
ith

 a su
ggestio

n
.

“W
h

y d
o

n
’t yo

u
 m

ake u
p

 so
m

e fake lo
ve letters fro

m
 a

h
idd

en
 affair?” Ju

liette’s e
yes b

righ
ten

ed
.

“E
xcellen

t n
o

tio
n

! M
o

st excellen
t!” S

h
e su

dd
en

ly fro
w

n
ed

.
“B

u
t h

e kno
w

s m
y h

an
d

w
ritin

g…
 w

ilt th
ou

 w
rite so

m
e fo

r m
e?”

“N
o

t m
y so

rt o
f th

in
g. I can

 fin
d yo

u
 so

m
e, th

o
u

gh
.”

“O
h

, w
o

u
ld

st th
ou

? E
xcellen

t! W
h

en
 th

ou
 do

st fin
d so

m
e,

p
lease give th

e
m

 to
 m

y lo
ve, M

o
n

tagu
e…

 h
e m

a
y b

e fo
u

n
d

w
ith

in
 

th
e 

C
ivic 

F
esth

all. 
A

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
letters…

 
p

lease 
try

T
ieing L
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nds
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patrons 
cam

e 
to 

m
e 

seeking 
som

eone 
to 

listen, 
som

eone
attentive and capable of understanding them

 that they could
speak to, free of interruption and the like. N

ow
 that I can speak

o
n

ce m
o

re, I w
o

n
d

er if th
e tim

e h
as co

m
e fo

r m
e to

 m
o

ve o
n

…
leave th

e B
ro

th
el, and

 b
eco

m
e a S

en
sate.”

I also
 asked

 if sh
e kn

e
w

 o
f R

avel P
u

zzlew
ell. E

cco
 n

od
d

ed
,

an
d

 lo
w

ered
 h

er vo
ice: “In

 fact, I d
o

…
 n

o
t on

ly d
o

es sh
e exist,

sh
e h

as children!”
I n

early sh
o

u
ted

, “S
h

e 
w

hat?”
“O

n
e o

f th
em

 is h
ere, at tim

es…
 K

esai-S
erris. S

h
e is a ch

ild
o

f R
avel's, th

o
u

gh sh
e is lo

ath
e to

 accep
t th

e fact. W
h

o
 co

uld
b

lam
e h

er?” S
h

e p
au

sed
 fo

r a m
o

m
en

t, th
in

kin
g. “I h

ave n
ever

go
tten

 h
er to

 ad
m

it it, tho
u

gh
 I am

 su
re ’tis tru

e.”
I d

idn
’t see ho

w
 th

is in
fo

rm
atio

n
 cou

ld b
en

efit m
e, an

d
 it

w
o

u
ld

 do
ub

tless hu
rt K

esai to
 q

u
estio

n h
er. I th

an
ked

 E
cco

 fo
r

h
er h

elp, and
 m

o
ved

 o
ff.

I recalled
 th

e sm
all to

y I h
ad

 b
ou

gh
t, an

d
 sin

ce th
e M

o
d

ro
n

s
w

ere still in
 th

e b
ro

th
el I talked

 to
 on

e o
f th

em
, askin

g w
h

at th
e

to
y co

u
ld

 b
e. It replied

 th
at it w

as a p
o

rtal cu
b

e, and
 th

at it co
u

ld
b

e 
activated

 
b

y 
arran

gin
g 

its 
lim

b
s 

to
 

th
e 

p
ro

p
er 

p
o

sitio
n.

U
n

fo
rtu

n
ately, it d

idn
’t kno

w
 w

h
at th

e p
rop

er po
sition

 w
as.

I exa
m

in
ed

 th
e to

y care
fu

lly. It w
as a rep

lica o
f a cu

b
e-like

m
ech

an
ical creatu

re w
ith

 h
u

ge eyes o
n

 o
n

e o
f its faces. T

h
e to

y
h

ad
 tw

o
 legs, tw

o
 arm

s, tw
o

 fo
ld

in
g w

in
gs, an

d
 at least eigh

teen
p

o
in

ts o
f articu

latio
n

.
T

h
e 

in
tricacy 

o
f 

th
e 

to
y 

w
as 

in
cred

ib
le; 

its 
join

ts 
w

ere
co

m
p

o
sed

 o
f tin

y ge
ars, co

gs, p
u

lleys, an
d

 sw
ivel jo

in
ts, an

d
th

ere w
ere e

ven
 tin

y sp
rin

gs o
n

 th
e legs th

at h
elp

ed
 sup

po
rt th

e
fe

et. T
h

ere w
as a little sw

itch
 o

n
 th

e b
ack th

at m
o

ved
 th

e e
yes

b
ack an

d
 fo

rth
, an

d
 th

e w
in

gs w
ere m

ad
e o

f so
m

e tissu
e-like

m
etal th

at fo
ld

ed
 u

p
 n

eatly w
h

en
 th

e w
in

gs w
ere flu

sh
 w

ith
 th

e
b

o
d

y. D
esp

ite th
e to

y’s a
w

kw
ard

 sh
ap

e, it rested
 easily o

n
 an

y
su

rface, n
o

 m
atter h

o
w

 u
n

even
.

A
s 

I 
g

azed
 

at 
th

e 
to

y, 
I 

tried
 

to
 

rem
e

m
b

er 
so

m
eth

in
g,

an
yth

in
g, ab

o
u

t m
y ch

ild
h

oo
d

. N
o

th
in

g cam
e to

 m
e, b

u
t I fo

un
d

a p
ecu

liar m
o

o
d

 h
ad

 settled
 o

ver m
e. I regard

ed
 th

e to
y w

ith
 th

e
e

yes o
f a sm

all ch
ild

.
T

h
en

 I p
icked

 th
e to

y u
p

, and
 m

o
ved

 th
e arm

s an
d

 m
ad

e
sw

o
rd

-figh
tin

g n
oises. T

h
e to

y 
clicked an

d
 w

hirred as I m
o

ved
its 

clo
ckw

o
rk 

jo
in

ts. 
W

ith
in

 
m

o
m

en
ts, 

th
e 

tin
y 

cu
b

e 
h

ad
van

q
u

ish
ed every im

a
gin

ary o
p

p
o

nen
t I h

ad
 sen

t again
st it, and

settled
 b

ack to
 its n

o
rm

al p
o

sitio
n

.
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T
ie

in
g 

L
oo

se
 E

nd
s

I n
ex

t 
w

en
t 

to
 E

cc
o

, 
an

d
 a

sk
ed

 if
 s

h
e 

co
u

ld
n

’t 
sp

ea
k 

b
ec

au
se

h
er

 v
o

ic
e 

h
ad

 b
ee

n
 s

to
le

n
. 

W
h

en
 s

h
e 

no
dd

ed
, 

I 
re

ve
al

ed
 I

 h
ad

ac
q

u
ir

ed
 a

 F
ie

n
d

’s
 T

o
n

gu
e 

at
 t

h
e 

C
u

rio
si

ty
 s

h
o

p,
 w

ith
 h

er
 i

n
m

in
d

. 
I 

to
ld

 h
er

 I
 n

ee
d

ed
 t

o 
p

la
ce

 i
t 

in
 h

er
 m

o
u

th
, 

th
at

 I
 h

ad
b

ee
n

 
to

ld
 

th
is

 
w

o
u

ld
 

al
lo

w
 

h
er

 
to

 
re

ga
in

 
th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 
to

co
m

m
u

n
ic

at
e.

 
I 

as
ke

d
 

h
er

 
to

 
tr

u
st

 
m

e,
 

an
d

 
at

te
m

p
t 

th
e

ex
p

er
im

en
t.

S
h

e 
no

dd
ed

 
an

d
 

to
o

k 
th

e 
bo

tt
le

 
fr

o
m

 
m

e.
 

S
h

e 
gi

n
ge

rl
y

p
ic

ke
d

 o
u

t 
th

e 
se

ve
re

d
 t

on
gu

e 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
b

ri
n

y 
so

lu
tio

n
 a

nd
, 

af
te

r
st

ar
in

g 
at

 it
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t 

in
 d

is
gu

st
, 

p
la

ce
d

 it
 in

to
 h

er
 m

o
u

th
…

su
d

d
en

ly
, 

h
er

 e
ye

s 
w

id
en

ed
, 

an
d

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
 b

u
rs

t 
o

f 
re

d
d

is
h

lig
h

t 
fr

o
m

 b
et

w
ee

n
 h

er
 li

p
s!

I 
an

xi
o

u
sl

y 
as

ke
d

 i
f 

sh
e 

w
a

s 
al

l 
ri

gh
t.

 E
cc

o
 o

p
en

ed
 h

er
m

o
u

th
, 

cl
o

se
d

 it
, 

th
en

 o
p

en
ed

 i
t 

o
n

ce
 m

o
re

…
 a

n
d

 s
p

o
ke

! 
“I

…
 I

ca
n

 s
p

ea
k 

ag
ai

n
! O

h
, 

jo
y!

 I 
th

an
 —

 
D

A
M

N
 T

H
E

E
 T

O
 T

H
E
 D

A
R

K
E

S
T

O
F 

PI
T

S,
 T

H
O

U
 S

T
E

N
C

H
-R

ID
D

E
N

 W
O

R
M

! 
K

N
E

E
L
 B

E
FO

R
E
 M

E
 I

N

SU
PP

L
IC

A
T

IO
N

, I
N

S
E

C
T
!”

M
o

rt
e 

ye
lle

d
 o

u
t, 

“Y
ik

es
!”

 E
cc

o
 y

el
p

ed
 a

n
d

 c
o

ve
re

d
 h

er
m

o
u

th
 w

ith
 b

ot
h

 h
an

d
s…

 h
er

 e
ye

s 
w

er
e 

w
id

e 
w

ith
 p

an
ic

.
“I

t 
m

u
st

 b
e…

 t
h

e 
F

ie
nd

’s
 T

o
n

gu
e…

” 
I 

sa
id

.
S

h
e 

sl
o

w
ly

 t
o

o
k 

h
er

 h
an

d
s 

aw
a

y 
fr

o
m

 h
er

 m
o

u
th

, 
n

od
d

in
g.

“I
t 

se
e

m
s 

I 
m

u
st

 D
E

V
O

U
R
 T

H
Y

 F
R

A
IL

 S
H

E
L

L
 A

N
D

 C
O

N
SI

G
N

 T
H

Y

SO
U

L
 T

O
 T

H
E
 A

B
Y

S
S 

FO
R
 A

L
L
 E

T
E

R
N

IT
Y

! 
T

H
O

U
 S

H
A

L
T
 S

E
R

V
E
 I

N

M
Y

 B
A

T
T

L
E
-T

H
R

A
L

L
 ‘

 T
IL

 T
H

E
 P

L
A

N
E

S 
G

R
IN

D
 T

O
 A

 H
A

L
T
! 

T
H

O
U

A
R

T
 M

IN
E
, M

IN
E
, M

I—
” 

E
cc

o
 s

h
u

t 
h

er
 m

o
u

th
 a

ga
in

, 
an

d 
b

eg
an

 t
o

so
ftl

y,
 q

u
ie

tly
 w

ee
p

.
I 

re
m

e
m

b
er

ed
 

so
m

et
h

in
g,

 
an

ot
h

er
 

ite
m

 
at

 
th

e 
C

u
rio

si
ty

S
h

op
, 

an
d

 t
o

ld
 E

cc
o

 I
 w

o
u

ld
 o

b
ta

in
 h

el
p

 a
nd

 q
u

ic
kl

y 
re

tu
rn

. 
O

f
co

u
rs

e,
 w

h
en

 I
 e

n
te

re
d

 t
h

e 
sh

o
p 

to
 p

u
rc

h
as

e 
th

e 
ite

m
, 

V
ris

ch
ik

a,
se

n
si

n
g 

m
y 

n
ee

d
, 

ra
is

ed
 t

h
e 

p
ric

e.
 H

el
p

le
ss

, 
I 

h
ad

 t
o

 p
ay

 w
h

at
sh

e 
as

ke
d

.
I 

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o 

th
e 

b
ro

th
el

, 
fo

un
d

 E
cc

o
 a

ga
in

, 
an

d
 s

ai
d

, 
“T

ry
u

si
n

g 
th

es
e 

D
ev

a’
s 

T
e

ar
s…

 t
h

e
y 

sh
o

u
ld

 s
o

ot
h

e 
th

e 
to

n
gu

e’
s

cu
rs

in
g.

”
S

h
e 

no
dd

ed
, 

sm
ili

n
g,

 
an

d
 

to
o

k 
th

e 
vi

al
 

fr
o

m
 

m
e.

 
E

cc
o

p
la

ce
d

 a
 f

e
w

 o
f 

th
e 

sp
ar

kl
in

g 
b

lu
e 

d
ro

p
s 

o
nt

o
 h

er
 t

o
n

gu
e:

 “
I…

 I
b

el
ie

ve
 t

h
e 

T
ea

rs
 a

re
 w

o
rk

in
g.

 Y
es

…
 t

h
e

y 
ar

e
! 

I 
ca

n
 s

p
ea

k 
in

m
y 

o
w

n
 

vo
ic

e 
o

n
ce

 
m

o
re

 
—

 
o

h
, 

h
o

w
 

I 
th

an
k 

yo
u

!”
 

E
cc

o
sq

u
ee

ze
d

 m
y 

h
an

d
 a

n
d

 b
o

w
ed

 h
er

 h
ea

d 
gr

at
ef

u
lly

, 
h

er
 e

ye
s

w
el

lin
g 

w
ith

 t
ea

rs
 o

f j
o

y.
It

 t
oo

k 
h

er
 s

ev
er

al
 m

in
u

te
s 

b
ef

o
re

 s
h

e 
w

as
 r

e
ad

y 
to

 t
al

k 
to

m
e 

ag
ai

n
, 

so
 g

re
at

 w
as

 h
er

 h
ap

p
in

es
s.

 W
h

en
 s

h
e 

d
id

, 
sh

e 
sa

id
,

“W
el

l…
 I

'v
e 

b
ee

n
 w

ith
o

u
t 

th
e 

ab
ili

ty
 t

o
 s

p
ea

k 
fo

r 
so

 
lo

ng
. M

os
t

B
ro

th
el

 O
f 

S
la

ki
ng

 I
nt

el
le

ct
ua

l L
us

ts
19

1

Sc
of

fl
aw

 P
en

n.
 H

e 
ru

ns
 a

 p
ri

nt
 s

ho
p 

in
 t

he
 L

ow
er

 W
ar

d.
 I

 t
ha

nk
th

ee
!”
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N

enny N
ine-E

yes

N
E

N
N

Y
 N

IN
E

-E
Y

E
S

I m
oved on to another room

, m
eeting N

enny N
ine-E

yes. T
he

petite, 
attractive 

young 
w

om
an 

w
as 

sm
iling 

blissfully 
and

hum
m

ing 
to 

herself. 
H

er 
w

ide, 
pale 

blue 
eyes 

seem
ed 

to
constantly drink in her surroundings as she looked about.

T
he young w

om
an curtseyed gracefully and looked up to

m
e, sm

iling.
“W

ell m
et, go

o
d

 sir! I'm
 N

en
n

y! A
n

d
 h

o
w

 are 
you th

is fin
e

d
-?” S

h
e sud

d
enly n

o
ticed

 m
y scars an

d
 p

laced
 a glo

ved
 h

an
d

o
ver 

h
er 

m
o

u
th

. 
“O

h 
m

y! 
Y

o
u

’re 
h

u
rt!” 

S
h

e 
b

lin
ked

. 
“A

ll
o

ver!”
M

o
rte spu

n
 aro

un
d

 
m

e, 
m

o
ckin

g 
th

e 
girl’s 

o
b

vio
u

sn
ess.

“P
o

w
ers ab

o
ve, ch

ief…
 sh

e’s righ
t! I n

ever n
o

ticed
 b

efo
re…

yo
u

’re 
co

vered
 

in
 scars!” 

I 
ign

o
red

 
M

o
rte, 

rep
lyin

g 
to

 
h

er
co

n
cern

.
“T

h
e

y’re 
all 

o
ld

 
scars. 

I'm
 

fin
e.” 

S
h

e 
th

en 
b

ecam
e

fascin
ated

 b
y m

y tatto
o

s, tracin
g so

m
e w

ith
 h

er fin
ger.

“I think th
at’s in

k.” S
h

e traced
 a fin

ger aro
u

nd
 th

e ed
ge o

f a
tatto

o
. “Is it in

k? A
n

d
 w

h
at a p

attern
! Lo

o
k at th

e w
a

y th
e lin

es
in

tersect h
ere.” S

h
e to

u
ch

ed
 th

e cen
ter o

f th
e tatto

o
. “T

h
at’s

sim
p

ly 
a

m
azin

g…
” 

S
h

e 
p

u
rsed

 
h

er 
lip

s 
an

d
 

fro
w

n
ed

 
in

d
isap

po
in

tm
en

t. “I cou
ld m

a
ke it o

u
t b

etter if th
ere w

eren
’t so

m
an

y scars…
”

“T
h

ere’s 
n

o
th

in
g 

to
 

b
e 

d
on

e 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

scars; 
th

ey’re
p

erm
an

en
t.”

“O
h

, I'm
 so

rry, I'm
 so

rry…
 p

o
x o

n
 m

e fo
r even

 m
en

tio
n

in
g

th
em

!” S
h

e crin
ged

. “B
u

t I have to kn
o

w
…

 are yo
u

 ab
so

lu
tely

sure yo
u

’re all righ
t? I'm

 lo
o

kin
g at yo

u
, an

d I can
’t h

elp
 b

ut
b

elieve th
at yo

u
’re n

o
t in

 som
e p

ain
.”

I co
u

ld
 tell h

er w
h

at I kn
ew

 o
f m

y life sto
ry, n

o
 d

ou
bt

u
n

settlin
g h

er m
u

ch
 fu

rth
er, bu

t I settled
 fo

r “I h
ave am

n
esia,

b
u

t th
at is all.”

“A
m

n
esia?” 

N
en

n
y 

b
lin

ked
, 

th
en 

b
righ

ten
ed

. 
“Lo

ss 
o

f
m

e
m

o
ry! Y

o
u

 are so lu
cky,” sh

e ch
im

ed
 p

erkily. “E
veryth

in
g

m
u

st b
e so

 new
 to yo

u
.”

“T
h

at's…
 an

 an
gle I h

ad
n

’t con
sid

ered
.” N

enn
y clap

p
ed

 h
er

h
an

d
s d

eligh
ted

ly.

T
ieing L

oose E
nds
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T
IE

IN
G

 LO
O

S
E

 E
N

D
S

T
he public sensorium

s, w
hile interesting, w

as not leading m
e

anyw
here. 

I 
decided 

to 
go 

back 
to 

the 
B

rothel 
of 

S
laking

Intellectual L
usts to fulfill som

e errands.
I found Juliette, and briefly explained the fiasco her plan to

turn her lover jealous had becom
e. I suggested she m

ight w
ant

to 
try 

openly 
talking 

about 
her 

relationship 
w

ith 
him

. 
S

he
prom

ised to try, but I had m
y doubts.

I fo
u

n
d 

D
o

lo
ra, 

an
d 

gave 
h

er 
th

e 
ke

ys 
to

 
h

er 
h

eart 
—

literally. I h
ad

 learn
ed

 so
m

eth
in

g o
f h

er n
atu

re fro
m

 h
er creato

r,
M

errim
an

, th
at sh

e w
as a m

a
gical co

n
stru

ct, an
d asked

 h
er fo

r
m

o
re in

fo
rm

atio
n

.
“M

errim
an

 n
ever to

ld
 m

e m
u

ch
 reg

ard
in

g m
y co

n
stru

ctio
n

.
I kn

o
w

 little o
f th

e in
n

er w
o

rkin
gs o

f m
y b

o
d

y, m
u

ch
 as yo

u
likely kn

o
w

 little o
f yo

u
rs. O

u
tw

ard
ly, th

o
u

gh
, I am

 a h
u

m
an

w
o

m
an

 in
 all resp

ects…
 save fo

r th
e textu

re an
d tem

p
eratu

re o
f

m
y flesh

. D
o

es th
at satisfy yo

u
r cu

rio
sity?”

“W
h

at ab
o

u
t yo

u
r m

in
d

, yo
u

r em
o

tio
n

s?”
“Its fu

n
ctio

n
s are as m

u
ch

 a m
ystery to

 m
e as an

y h
u

m
an

's.
W

h
en

 I first ca
m

e to
 th

is p
lace, I did no

t u
nd

erstan
d

 em
o

tio
n

s,
n

o
r h

ave an
y o

f m
y o

w
n

. I h
ave…

 feelin
gs…

 n
o

w
, th

o
u

gh
 I am

o
n

ly b
egin

n
in

g to
 u

nd
erstan

d
 th

em
.”

“W
h

at d
o

 th
e keys d

o
, exactly?”

“I can
 o

n
ly assu

m
e th

at M
errim

an
 m

ad
e th

e ke
ys so

 th
at

th
ere w

o
u

ld
 b

e no
 risk o

f m
e d

raw
in

g a
w

a
y fro

m
 h

im
 b

efo
re h

e
h

ad
 tired

 o
f h

is exp
erim

en
t. N

o
w

 th
at th

ey are in
 m

y p
o

ssessio
n

,
I am

 fre
e to

 d
evelo

p
 an

d
 p

o
ssess m

y o
w

n
 e

m
o

tio
n

s.”
I also

 asked
 h

er if sh
e kn

ew
 an

yth
in

g o
f th

e silen
t p

ro
stitu

te.
S

h
e rep

lied, “Y
es. H

er n
am

e is E
cco

. H
er vo

ice —
 an

d
 in fact

h
er 

every 
m

e
an

s 
o

f 
co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

 
—

 
w

as 
sto

len
 

and
d

estro
yed

. E
cco

’s w
o

rd
s o

n
ce w

o
o

ed
 aw

a
y th

e p
ara

m
o

u
r o

f th
e

go
d

lin
g P

aram
ish

a. 
P

aram
ish

a, 
in

 
a 

jealou
s 

rage, 
to

re 
aw

a
y

E
cco

’s vo
ice, sealed

 it w
ith

in
 a crystal vial, an

d
 h

u
rled

 it in
to

 a
m

ego
gala

m
d

raga’s m
a

w
. E

cco
’s vo

ice is fo
re

ver lo
st to

 h
er;

o
n

ly 
an

o
th

er, 
n

ew
 

vo
ice 

co
u

ld
 

return
 

to
 

h
er 

th
e 

ab
ility 

to
co

m
m

u
n

icate 
o

n
ce 

m
o

re. 
I 

kn
o

w
 

th
is 

b
ecau

se 
I 

sp
o

ke 
to

P
aram

ish
a’s p

ara
m

o
u

r m
yself, o

n
ce.”
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0

P
ub

lic
 S

en
so

ri
um

s

se
ns

e 
of

 h
or

ro
r 

be
ga

n 
to

 c
re

ep
 o

ve
r 

m
e,

 e
ve

n 
as

 I
 b

eg
an

 to
 y

ea
rn

p
ai

n
fu

lly
 f

o
r 

m
o

re
 o

f t
h

e 
b

lo
od

-r
ed

 li
qu

o
r…

“Y
es

, 
ye

s…
” 

T
h

e 
o

ld
 

m
an

 
gr

in
n

ed
, 

h
is

 
ye

llo
w

 
e

ye
s

gl
ea

m
in

g.
 “

A
 m

an
 w

ou
ld

st
 d

o
 a

n
yt

h
in

g,
 i

n
 t

h
e th

ra
ll

 o
f 

su
ch

 a
d

rin
k…

 e
ve

n
 t

h
e 

m
o

st
 t

er
rib

le
, 

th
e 

m
o

st
 h

ei
no

u
s 

o
f 

d
ee

d
s…

 a
s

th
ou

 s
h

al
l s

ee
, m

y 
n

ew
es

t s
er

va
n

t.”
I 

th
ou

gh
t 

o
f 

w
h

at
 

I 
h

ad
 

b
ee

n
 

le
ar

n
in

g 
ab

o
u

t 
m

y
in

ca
rn

at
io

n
s,

 a
nd

 h
o

w
, 

w
ith

 s
o

m
e 

e
xc

ep
tio

n
s,

 I
 h

ad
 f

o
un

d
 b

itt
er

tr
u

th
s 

ab
ou

t 
m

ys
el

f. 
I 

d
id

 
n

o
t 

lik
e 

m
y 

ac
tio

n
s,

 
no

r 
th

ei
r

co
n

se
q

u
en

ce
s,

 
an

d
 

h
ad

 
co

m
e 

to
 

re
al

iz
e,

 
w

ith
 

so
m

et
h

in
g

ap
p

ro
ac

h
in

g 
ho

rr
o

r,
 t

h
at

 I
 w

as
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 d
o

o
m

ed
 t

o
 r

ep
ea

t 
m

y
ac

tio
n

s.
 I

 w
o

u
ld

 e
ve

n
tu

al
ly

 l
o

se
 m

y 
m

e
m

o
rie

s 
a

ga
in

, 
an

d
 s

ta
rt

o
ve

r.
 I 

m
u

st
 fi

n
d

 a
 w

a
y 

to
 e

n
d

 t
h

e 
cy

cl
e,

 o
n

ce
 a

n
d

 fo
r 

al
l.

N
en

ny
 N

in
e-

E
ye

s
19

3

“I
'm

 s
o

 p
le

as
ed

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 o

p
en

 y
o

u
r 

m
in

d
 t

o
 t

h
at

 i
d

ea
! 

I'v
e

h
ea

rd
 t

h
at

’s
 w

h
at

 b
ei

n
g 

a 
S

en
sa

te
 i

s 
al

l 
ab

o
u

t…
 b

rin
gi

n
g 

n
ew

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

s 
to

 o
th

er
s.

” 
I 

as
ke

d
 h

er
 w

h
at

 s
h

e 
d

id
.

“I
'm

 t
al

ki
n

g 
to

 y
ou

, s
ill

y!
” 

S
h

e 
gi

g
gl

ed
 a

n
d

 p
o

ke
d

 m
e 

in
 t

h
e

b
el

ly
. 

“J
u

st
 li

ke
 I

 t
al

k 
to

 al
l 

th
e 

p
at

ro
n

s 
h

er
e.

 A
ll 

th
e 

p
ro

st
itu

te
s

d
o

; t
h

at
’s

 w
h

at
’s

 t
h

e 
B

ro
th

el
’s

 a
b

ou
t! 

Le
ar

n
in

g 
n

ew
 w

a
ys

 t
o

 t
al

k
an

d
 s

h
ar

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
s 

an
d

 u
nd

er
st

an
d

 o
th

er
 p

eo
p

le
.”

“T
h

e 
B

ro
th

el
 f

o
r 

S
la

ki
n

g 
In

te
lle

ct
u

al
 L

u
st

s 
is

 a
 s

ch
o

o
l 

th
at

w
a

s 
st

ar
te

d
 b

y 
M

is
tr

es
s 

F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
. 

T
h

e 
p

ro
st

itu
te

s 
h

er
e

—
 l

ik
e 

m
e

! 
—

 a
re

 t
au

gh
t 

th
e 

in
s 

an
d 

ou
ts

 o
f 

ta
lk

in
g 

to
 p

eo
p

le
,

al
l 

to
 h

el
p

 u
s 

le
ar

n
 m

o
re

 a
b

ou
t 

ou
rs

el
ve

s 
an

d
 o

th
er

s.
 I

 l
o

ve
 i

t
h

er
e…

 i
t’s

 a
 n

o
n

-s
to

p
 w

av
e 

o
f 

e
xp

er
ie

n
ce

s,
 c

ra
sh

in
g 

in
to

 m
e,

fil
lin

g 
m

y 
h

ea
d

 w
ith

 fr
e

sh
 n

ew
 id

ea
s!

”
M

o
rt

e 
ob

se
rv

ed
 l

o
w

-v
o

ic
ed

, 
“I

 g
u

es
s 

it’
s 

go
o

d 
th

at
 t

h
er

e’
s

so
m

et
hi

ng
 in

 t
h

er
e.

”
I 

as
ke

d
 i

f 
sh

e 
kn

e
w

 a
n

yt
h

in
g 

ab
o

u
t 

V
iv

ia
n

’s
 m

is
si

n
g 

sc
en

t.
S

h
e 

kn
ew

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g,
 b

u
t 

w
as

 
h

es
ita

n
t 

to
 t

el
l 

m
e 

w
h

at
 

sh
e

su
sp

ec
te

d
, 

fo
r 

fe
ar

 o
f 

sa
yi

n
g 

so
m

e
th

in
g 

b
ad

 a
bo

ut
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
el

se
.

I 
as

ke
d

 h
er

 t
o

 t
ry

 a
n

d
 s

ay
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

n
o

t 
n

ic
e 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
p

er
so

n
sh

e 
su

sp
ec

te
d

. 
S

h
e 

tr
ie

d.
“O

h
, 

al
l 

rig
h

t.
” 

N
en

n
y 

p
u

t 
h

er
 

h
an

d
s 

on
 

h
er

 
h

ip
s 

an
d

fr
o

w
n

ed
 d

ee
p

ly
, 

al
m

o
st

 e
xa

g
ge

ra
te

d
ly

. 
I 

re
si

st
ed

 t
h

e 
te

m
p

ta
tio

n
to

 la
u

gh
. 

“O
o

oo
oo

h,
 I

 d
is

lik
e 

h
er

 v
er

y,
 

ve
ry

 m
u

ch
.”

 S
h

e 
p

au
se

d
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 t

h
en

 lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e 

o
u

t 
o

f 
th

e 
co

rn
er

 o
f 

h
er

 e
ye

, 
as

if 
ga

u
gi

n
g 

m
y 

re
ac

tio
n

. 
“W

as
 t

h
at

 c
o

n
vi

n
ci

n
g?

”
“N

o
, 

no
t 

re
al

ly
…

” 
N

en
n

y 
fr

o
w

n
ed

.
“I

 k
n

ew
 I

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t 

b
e 

an
y 

go
o

d
 a

t 
th

is
!”

 S
h

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 u

p
 a

t
m

e,
 d

ep
re

ss
ed

. 
“D

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 

ha
rd

 i
t 

is
 t

o 
sa

y 
b

ad
 t

h
in

gs
ab

o
u

t s
o

m
eo

n
e?

! I
t 

fe
el

s 
so

 w
ro

n
g.

”
C

h
ar

m
ed

 b
y 

h
er

 s
im

p
lic

ity
, 

I 
su

gg
es

te
d

 “
W

h
y 

d
o

n
’t 

yo
u

p
ra

ct
ic

e 
o

n
 m

e,
 N

en
n

y?
” 

S
h

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 d

u
b

io
u

s,
 b

u
t 

ga
ve

 it
 a

 t
ry

.
“Y

o
u

 b
ig

 m
ea

n
 n

as
ty

 b
ru

te
!”

 S
h

e 
p

u
t 

h
er

 h
an

d
s 

on
 h

er
 h

ip
s.

“M
ea

n
ie

!”
 S

h
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 a
t 

m
e.

 “
H

o
w

 w
as

 t
h

at
?”

“T
ry

 h
itt

in
g 

m
e.

” 
N

en
n

y 
cl

a
m

p
ed

 h
er

 h
an

d
s 

o
ve

r 
h

er
 m

o
u

th
,

lo
o

ki
n

g 
sh

o
ck

ed
.

“O
h

, 
I 

co
u

ld
n

’t!
 I

 m
u

sn
’t!

” 
S

h
e 

b
lin

ke
d

. 
“H

o
w

 d
o

es
 o

n
e 

h
it

so
m

eb
o

d
y,

 a
n

yw
a

y?
”

“G
o

 a
h

ea
d

. 
D

o
 i

t 
lig

ht
ly

, 
if 

yo
u

 h
av

e 
to

. 
R

em
e

m
b

er
: 

I'm
 a

m
ea

n
, 

n
as

ty
 b

ru
te

. 
I 

d
es

er
ve

 it
.”

N
en

n
y 

sl
ap

p
ed

 m
e;

 I
 b

ar
el

y 
fe

lt 
it.

 S
h

e 
st

ill
 lo

o
ke

d
 s

ho
ck

ed
an

d
 f

ri
gh

te
n

ed
 s

h
e 

h
ad

 h
u

rt
 m

e.
 “

O
h

, 
I'm

 s
o

rr
y!

 D
id

 t
h

at
 h

u
rt

?
T

el
l m

e 
yo

u
’re

 o
ka

y!
”
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N

enny N
ine-E

yes

“D
o

n
’t b

reak ch
aracter, N

en
n

y. C
o

m
e o

n
; sh

o
w

 m
e w

h
at

yo
u

've go
t. Y

o
u

 can
 say so

m
eth

in
g b

ad
…

 ju
st let it all o

u
t.”

“O
h

…
 I m

ean
, o

h
!” N

en
n

y d
re

w
 h

er tin
y fra

m
e to

 its fu
ll

h
eigh

t, b
alled

 h
er h

and
s into

 fists, pu
t th

em
 o

n
 h

er h
ip

s, an
d

scru
n

ch
ed

 u
p

 h
er face in

 a cu
te sco

w
l. “O

h
, d

am
n

ed
 b

e yo
u

!
Y

o
u

 d
eserved

 th
at fo

r all th
e in

dign
ities yo

u
 pu

t m
e th

ro
u

gh
!

G
o

in
g o

u
t late at n

igh
t,” H

er eyes ro
a

m
ed

 u
p

 an
d do

w
n

 m
y

b
o

d
y. “G

ettin
g in

to
 figh

ts an
d

 gettin
g all scarred

 u
p

! W
h

at are
th

e kid
s go

in
g to

 th
in

k, h
m

m
?

!”
‘K

id
s?’ I w

o
n

d
ered

 to
 m

yself. O
u

t lo
ud

 I said “E
xcellen

t.”
“O

h
, do

n
’t yo

u
 ‘excellen

t’ m
e, like I'm

 so
m

e b
acklicker

lo
o

kin
g 

fo
r 

yo
u

r 
ap

p
ro

val! 
I 

a
m

 
m

y 
o

w
n

 
w

o
m

an
, 

an
d

 
th

is
w

o
m

an
 is ab

o
u

t to
 w

alk o
u

t o
f yo

u
r life u

n
less I get so

m
e so

lid
co

m
m

itm
en

t!”
“A

ll righ
t…

 th
at’s en

ou
gh

 ou
t o

f yo
u

, N
en

n
y.”

S
h

e pu
n

ch
ed

 m
e ag

ain
. “A

n
d

 th
is!” S

h
e pu

n
ch

ed
 m

e ag
ain

,
p

ro
m

p
tly tu

rn
in

g into
 a little fist-flailin

g w
h

irlw
in

d
.

“O
ka

y, o
ka

y…
 tim

e to
 let go

 o
f th

e an
ger.” N

en
n

y sigh
ed

tired
ly.

“W
h

e
w

. T
h

at w
as e

asier th
an

 I th
ou

gh
t!”

“N
o

 kid
d

in
g.” H

avin
g h

elp
ed

 h
er in

 a sm
all w

a
y, sh

e n
o

w
felt read

y to
 accu

se th
e p

erso
n

 sh
e su

sp
ected

 o
f th

e th
eft o

f th
e

scen
t, an

o
th

er o
f th

e p
ro

stitu
tes, n

am
ed

 M
arissa.

T
h

e n
ext ro

o
m

 h
eld

 a strikin
g yo

u
n

g w
o

m
an

, w
h

o
 I later

learn
ed

 
w

as 
n

a
m

ed
 

E
cco

, 
w

ith
 

skin
 

th
e 

co
lo

r 
o

f 
bu

rn
ish

ed
co

p
p

er. A
 tran

slu
cen

t w
h

ite d
ress, h

eld
 p

r
ecariou

sly b
y go

ld
en

clasp
s, w

as d
rap

ed
 care

fu
lly o

ver h
er sh

ap
ely fo

rm
. S

h
e w

as
m

u
te, u

n
ab

le o
r un

w
illin

g to
 co

m
m

u
n

icate even
 b

y sign
. T

h
is

m
ad

e 
h

er 
an

 
id

eal 
listen

er 
fo

r 
th

e 
B

ro
th

el’s 
p

atron
s, 

bu
t 

I
q

u
ickly ran

 o
u

t o
f th

in
gs to say, an

d
 left.

P
ublic S

ensorium
s
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“H
o

w
 go

o
d

 co
u

ld
 it be?” I tho

u
gh

t, regard
in

g th
e b

u
rgun

d
y

liq
u

id
 carefu

lly. A
cro

ss th
e tab

le fro
m

 m
e, th

e tw
isted

 o
ld

 m
an

sm
iled

 slyly.
“P

lease, sir, try.” h
e w

h
isp

ered
, h

is h
u

sh
ed

 vo
ice th

e so
un

d
o

f d
ry lea

ves b
lo

w
n

 o
ver a ro

u
gh

ly co
b

b
led

 street. “T
h

ou
 sh

all
fin

d
 it m

o
re th

an
 lives u

p
 to

 th
y exp

ectatio
n

s, I am
 su

re.”
I n

od
d

ed at h
im

 an
d

 lifted
 th

e crystal go
b

let in
to th

e air,
w

atch
in

g th
e ligh

t p
lay th

ro
u

gh th
e crim

so
n

 liq
uo

r. I'd
 co

m
e a

lo
n

g w
a

y fo
r th

is d
rin

k…
 search

ed
 lon

g an
d h

ard fo
r th

is o
ld

m
an

…
 an

d
 I'd

 b
e d

am
n

ed
 to

 let an
yth

in
g ru

sh m
e, n

o
w

. T
h

e
m

o
m

en
t w

as to
 b

e savo
red

.
I raised

 th
e glass to

 m
y lip

s, inh
alin

g th
e stu

ff’s aro
m

a. T
h

e
b

o
uq

u
et w

as ligh
t, sw

e
et, in

to
xicatin

g…
 alm

o
st d

izzyin
gly so

.
I'd

 
tried

 
cou

n
tless 

d
rin

ks…
 

w
ritten

 
to

m
es 

ab
o

u
t th

em
, 

th
eir

fla
vo

rs 
an

d
 

sm
ells, 

m
ean

s 
o

f 
m

an
u

factu
re, 

in
 

m
y 

jo
u

rn
eys

acro
ss th

e P
lan

es. B
u

t th
is…

 th
is stu

ff 
w

as su
p

p
o

sed
 to

 b
e

legen
d

ary. N
o

 livin
g m

an
 I'd

 fo
u

n
d

 o
r h

eard o
f h

ad
 tried

 th
e

stu
ff. T

h
e sto

ries w
ere rid

icu
lou

s —
 n

o
th

in
g cou

ld
 taste qu

ite so
go

o
d

 —
 b

ut if th
ere w

ere th
e sligh

test b
it o

f tru
th

 to
 th

em
, th

is
w

o
u

ld
 b

e so
m

e fin
e liq

uo
r ind

eed
.

A
t last, I d

ru
n

k o
f th

e go
b

let, a cau
tiou

s sip
…

In
cred

ib
le! In

d
escrib

able! A
s th

e fla
vo

r w
ash

ed
 o

ver m
y

p
alette, I fo

u
gh

t th
e u

rge to
 shu

dd
er w

ith
 d

eligh
t. N

o
th

in
g…

nothing I h
ad

 tried
 in

 all m
y lo

n
g ye

ars h
ad

 tasted
 qu

ite like th
is.

I lo
o

ked
 u

p at th
e o

ld
 m

an
, startled

 to fin
d

 m
y glass e

m
p

ty —
 I

h
ad

 d
rain

ed
 it all in

 a sin
gle d

rau
gh

t. I w
ip

ed
 m

y e
yes w

ith
 th

e
b

ack o
f m

y h
an

d
, no

t en
tirely su

re w
h

en
 I h

ad
 b

egu
n

 to
 cry.

“T
e

ars o
f jo

y, eh
?” T

h
e o

ld
 m

an
 lau

gh
ed

 so
ftly. “Q

u
ite

p
leasin

g to
 th

e ton
gu

e, is it no
t? W

o
u

ld
st th

ou
 like so

m
e m

o
re,

p
erch

an
ce?” H

e sm
iled

 at m
e o

n
ce m

o
re.

“Y
es…

 ye
s, if I m

igh
t…

”
“S

u
rely.” h

e rep
lied

, refillin
g m

y g
lass. T

ry as I m
igh

t, I
co

u
ld no

t resist do
w

n
in

g it in
 a sin

gle gu
lp

. I th
ru

st m
y fin

ger
in

to th
e gob

let in
 an

 attem
p

t to fin
d

 so
m

e last, h
idd

en
 d

rop
 o

f
th

e stu
ff. S

everal tim
e

s m
o

re d
id

 h
e fill th

e gob
let, and

 each
tim

e I gu
lp

ed
 th

e stu
ff d

o
w

n
 as a starvin

g m
an

 w
o

u
ld

 d
evo

u
r a

fe
ast, u

n
ab

le to
 con

tro
l m

yself, to
 d

en
y m

yself an
o

th
er exq

u
isite

taste o
f it.

“A
 d

rin
k su

ch
 as th

is…
 a m

an
 w

o
u

ld
st do

 an
yth

in
g fo

r it,
n

o
?”I n

od
d

ed w
ith

o
ut h

esitatio
n

. “Y
es, a m

an
 w

o
u

ld
…

” Lo
o

kin
g

at h
im

, h
is sly sm

ile su
d

d
en

ly to
o

k o
n a w

h
o

le n
ew

 m
ean

in
g. A
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P
ub

lic
 S

en
so

ri
um

s

ki
n

gd
o

m
. 

A
 f

o
o

l, 
m

y 
w

re
tc

h
ed

 b
ro

th
er

 w
as

…
 I

 s
m

ile
d

 g
ri

m
ly

 a
t

th
e 

th
o

u
gh

t…
 t

o 
le

av
e 

th
e 

ki
n

g’
s 

o
n

ly
 d

au
gh

te
r 

al
iv

e,
 t

h
in

ki
n

g
sh

e 
co

u
ld

 d
o

 h
im

 n
o

 h
ar

m
.

A
 s

o
u

n
d

! 
T

h
e 

cr
ea

k 
o

f 
le

at
h

er
 s

an
d

al
s,

 t
h

e 
so

fte
st

 h
is

s…
o

ve
r 

th
er

e,
 b

y 
th

at
 t

h
ird

 p
ill

ar
! 

S
h

e 
w

as
 c

lo
se

 n
o

w
, 

P
o

la
ph

i 
th

e
M

ed
u

sa
, 

je
al

ou
sl

y 
gu

ar
d

in
g 

th
e 

cr
o

w
n

 h
er

 s
er

va
n

ts
 h

ad
 s

to
le

n
fo

r 
h

er
 s

o
 l

on
g 

ag
o

. 
C

ro
u

ch
in

g 
b

eh
in

d 
a 

w
id

e 
p

ill
ar

, 
I 

w
ra

p
p

ed
m

y 
h

an
d

 t
ig

h
tly

 a
ro

u
nd

 m
y 

tr
u

st
ed

 T
h

ric
e-

B
le

ss
ed

 J
av

el
in

. 
W

ith
m

y 
H

el
m

 o
f 

S
w

ift
n

es
s 

an
d

 t
h

e 
H

u
nd

re
d

-M
irr

o
re

d
 S

h
ie

ld
, 

ev
en

 a
b

ea
st

 s
u

ch
 a

s 
P

ol
ap

h
i w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
n

o 
m

at
ch

 f
o

r 
m

e.
 A

n
y 

m
o

m
en

t,
n

o
w

, 
sh

e 
w

o
u

ld
 r

o
un

d 
th

e 
p

ill
ar

 a
nd

 m
ee

t 
th

e 
si

gh
t 

o
f 

m
e.

 E
ve

n
if 

sh
e 

tu
rn

ed
 a

w
a

y 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
sh

ie
ld

, 
m

y 
ja

ve
lin

 w
o

u
ld

 s
u

re
ly

 f
in

d
h

er
 t

h
ro

at
…

S
u

dd
en

ly
, 

th
er

e 
w

as
 

a 
g

en
tle

 
to

u
ch

 
on

 
m

y 
sh

o
u

ld
er

. 
I

ga
sp

ed
, 

sp
in

n
in

g 
ar

ou
nd

 t
o

 f
ac

e 
—

 o
f 

co
u

rs
e 

—
 t

h
e 

M
ed

u
sa

.
A

cc
ep

tin
g 

th
e 

in
ev

ita
b

le
, 

I 
on

ly
 h

ad
 t

im
e 

to
 lo

o
se

 a
 p

ie
rc

in
g 

cr
y

o
f 

fr
u

st
ra

tio
n

 b
ef

o
re

 m
y 

lu
n

gs
…

 a
n

d
 e

ve
ry

 o
th

er
 p

ar
t 

o
f 

m
e…

so
lid

ifi
ed

 in
to

 c
o

ld
, 

gr
ay

 s
to

n
e.

I 
w

as
 g

la
d

 n
o

w
 I

 h
ad

 n
o

t 
go

tt
en

 a
 g

oo
d 

lo
o

k 
at

 t
h

e 
p

ro
st

itu
te

M
ar

is
sa

 in
 t

h
e 

B
ro

th
el

 o
f S

la
ki

n
g 

In
te

lle
ct

u
al

 L
u

st
s.

T
h

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
 ‘s

h
o

ck
 a

n
d

 a
 r

is
e 

to
 s

ee
th

in
g 

ve
n

ge
fu

ln
es

s.
’

I 
st

o
od

 s
o

m
e

w
h

er
e 

in
 t

h
e 

n
et

h
er

 r
eg

io
n

s 
o

f 
th

e 
P

la
n

es
, 

a
sw

el
te

rin
g 

p
la

ce
 w

h
er

e 
th

e 
gro
u

n
d

 w
as

 b
ea

te
n

 c
o

pp
er

, 
an

d 
th

e
sk

y 
w

a
s 

o
f 

b
ra

ss
. 

H
er

e,
 t

h
e 

b
od

ie
s 

o
f 

si
n

n
er

s 
—

 p
et

iti
o

n
er

s 
in

th
is

 h
o

rr
id

 p
la

ce
 —

 w
er

e 
ro

lle
d

 a
m

o
n

gs
t 

iro
n

 b
ra

m
b

le
s 

an
d

b
ro

n
ze

 s
co

rp
io

n
s 

un
til

 t
h

ei
r 

b
on

es
 w

er
e 

fin
e,

 g
ra

y 
d

u
st

.
I 

sq
u

in
te

d
 a

t 
th

e 
h

o
ri

zo
n

, 
th

e 
b

on
e-

d
u

st
 r

is
in

g 
w

ith
 p

u
tr

id
-

sm
el

lin
g 

gu
st

s 
o

f 
w

in
d

 t
h

at
 c

ar
ri

ed
 w

ith
 t

h
em

 t
h

e 
so

un
d 

o
f

ag
o

n
iz

ed
 

m
o

an
in

g.
 

T
h

er
e 

w
as

 
n

o
th

in
g 

bu
t 

fla
t,

 
m

et
al

lic
la

n
d

sc
ap

e 
as

 f
ar

 a
s 

th
e 

e
ye

 c
o

u
ld

 s
ee

. 
T

h
e 

d
u

st
 w

as
 e

ve
ry

w
h

er
e,

in
 e

ve
ry

th
in

g…
 i

t 
st

un
g 

at
 m

y 
e

ye
s,

 c
o

at
ed

 t
h

e 
in

si
d

es
 o

f 
m

y
m

o
u

th
 w

ith
 a

 p
as

ty
 f

ilm
. 

I 
sp

at
, 

w
ip

in
g 

at
 it

 w
ith

 m
y 

fin
ge

r,
 b

u
t

it 
w

as
 

o
f 

n
o

 
u

se
: 

th
e 

st
u

ff’
s 

ta
st

e 
h

ad
 

fo
u

le
d

 
m

y 
m

o
u

th
co

m
p

le
te

ly
.

I 
lo

o
ke

d
 d

o
w

n
 a

t 
th

e 
‘k

e
y’

 in
 m

y 
h

an
d

…
 a

 m
in

u
te

 p
la

tin
u

m
o

rb
…

 a
nd

 p
ic

tu
re

d 
th

e 
m

an
’s

 f
ac

e 
w

h
o

 s
o

le
m

n
ly

 s
w

o
re

 t
o

 m
e

th
e 

m
a

gi
ca

l p
o

rt
al

 I
 ju

st
 p

as
se

d
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 —
 n

o
w

 g
o

n
e,

 o
f 

co
u

rs
e

—
 l

ed
 t

o
 t

h
e 

gr
ee

n
 f

ie
ld

s 
o

f 
B

yt
o

p
ia

. 
S

o
m

eo
n

e,
 

b
y 

al
l 

th
e

P
o

w
er

s 
an

d
 t

h
ei

r 
p

ro
xi

es
, 

w
as

 g
o

in
g 

to
 p

ay
 fo

r 
th

is
 o

n
e.

I 
w

is
h

ed
 m

y 
p

ro
b

le
m

s 
w

er
e 

so
 m

in
o

r.
T

h
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 ‘s
lo

w
ly

 d
a

w
n

in
g 

h
o

rr
o

r.
’

M
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M
A

R
IS

S
A

I 
en

te
re

d
 M

ar
is

sa
’s

 d
im

ly
 l

it 
ro

o
m

, 
ap

p
ro

ac
h

in
g 

a 
m

o
ve

ab
le

d
iv

id
er

. 
S

q
u

in
tin

g 
at

 t
h

e 
fig

u
re

 b
eh

in
d 

th
e 

p
ar

tit
io

n
, 

I 
co

ul
d

b
ar

el
y 

m
ak

e 
o

u
t 

a 
sh

ap
el

y 
fe

m
al

e 
fo

rm
 i

n
 t

h
e 

d
ar

kn
es

s.
 S

h
e

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
m

e,
 b

u
t 

I c
ou

ld
 s

ee
 n

o
th

in
g 

o
f h

er
 fa

ce
.

I 
gr

ee
te

d
 

th
e 

fo
rm

 
I 

co
u

ld
 

no
w

 
b

ar
el

y 
se

e.
 

T
h

e 
fig

u
re

an
sw

er
ed

 i
n

 a
 v

o
ic

e 
th

at
 w

as
 s

lo
w

 a
n

d
 d

ea
d

ly
, 

lik
e 

a 
st

ee
l

d
ag

ge
r 

d
ra

w
n

 a
cr

o
ss

 s
to

n
e.

“Y
es

? 
C

o
m

e 
to

 s
p

ea
k 

w
ith

 M
ar

is
sa

, 
h

av
e 

yo
u

? 
Q

u
ite

 r
u

d
e

o
f 

yo
u

 t
o

 e
n

te
r 

a 
d

ar
ke

n
ed

 r
o

o
m

, 
st

o
rm

in
g 

b
eh

in
d

 m
y 

p
ar

tit
io

n
lik

e 
so

…
 r

u
d

e,
 a

n
d 

fo
o

lh
ar

d
y.

” 
I 

co
u

ld
 h

ea
r 

a 
fa

in
t 

w
h

is
p

er
in

g
so

u
nd

, 
lik

e 
a 

sl
ig

h
t 

b
re

ez
e…

 o
r 

th
e 

h
is

si
n

g 
o

f s
er

p
en

ts
.

M
o

rt
e 

w
h

is
p

er
ed

 q
u

ie
tly

, 
“W

h
o

ah
…

 c
re

ep
y 

ch
it.

”
“M

y 
ap

o
lo

gi
es

, 
m

y 
la

d
y…

 I
 w

as
n

’t 
su

re
 i

f 
so

m
eo

n
e 

w
as

h
er

e.
” 

I 
re

p
lie

d
 t

o
 t

h
e 

va
gu

e 
sh

ad
o

w
. 

T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 g

a
ve

 a
 s

lig
h

th
m

ph
.

“B
u

t 
it 

w
o

u
ld

 s
ee

m
 t

h
er

e is
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
in

 t
h

is
 r

o
o

m
, 

w
o

u
ld

n
’t

it?
 S

h
al

l y
o

u
 b

e 
on

 y
o

u
r 

w
a

y,
 t

h
en

?”
“N

o
t 

ju
st

 y
et

…
 I

 h
ad

 s
o

m
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
s.

 “
 S

h
e 

gr
u

d
gi

n
gl

y
al

lo
w

ed
 m

e 
to

 a
sk

 t
h

em
.

“W
h

y 
d

o
 y

o
u

 r
em

ai
n

 b
eh

in
d

 th
is

 s
cr

ee
n

?”
“I

s 
it 

yo
u

r 
w

is
h

 t
h

at
 I

 s
te

p
 a

w
a

y 
fr

o
m

 t
h

is
 p

ar
tit

io
n,

 i
nt

o
so

m
e 

p
at

ch
 o

f 
lig

h
t,

 a
n

d
 s

p
ea

k 
to

 y
o

u
 f

ac
e 

to
 f

a
ce

?
” 

M
ar

is
sa

la
u

gh
ed

, 
an

d
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 t

h
e 

so
u

n
d 

o
f 

sc
al

es
 s

lid
in

g 
on

 s
ca

le
s.

“N
a

y,
 I

 t
h

in
k 

no
t.

 T
h

e 
d

ar
kn

es
s 

su
its

 m
e,

 a
n

d
 d

ou
b

tle
ss

 s
ui

ts
yo

u
 

as
 

w
el

l. 
It 

al
so

 
p

re
ve

n
ts

 
an

y 
u

n
w

an
te

d
…

 
an

d
e

m
b

ar
ra

ss
in

g…
 c

as
u

al
tie

s.
 N

o
w

 w
h

at
 is

 it
 t

h
at

 y
o

u
 w

an
t?

” 
I 

w
as

n
o

w
 in

tr
ig

u
ed

.
“I

 w
an

t 
yo

u
 t

o
 c

o
m

e 
in

to
 th

e 
lig

ht
.”

“N
a

y,
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
ad

d
iti

on
 o

f 
‘p

le
as

e’
 w

ill
 n

o
t 

se
rv

e 
to

 p
er

su
ad

e
m

e.
 N

o
w

 w
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 w
an

t?
 S

u
re

ly
 y

o
u

 d
id

 n
o

t 
co

m
e 

al
l 

th
is

w
a

y 
to

 se
e 

m
e.

”
“I

 d
o 

w
an

t 
to

 s
ee

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 lo
o

k 
lik

e…
”

“Y
o

u
 

h
av

e 
n

o 
su

ch
 

w
an

t.
” 

P
er

ve
rs

el
y,

 
th

e 
m

o
re

 
sh

e
d

em
u

rr
ed

, 
th

e 
m

o
re

 I 
w

an
te

d
 t

o
 c

le
ar

ly
 s

ee
 h

er
.

“O
h

, 
I 

do
.”
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M

arissa

“W
h

at d
o

 you loo
k like? T

h
e d

arkn
ess h

id
es u

s b
o

th
. Let’s

m
ake it a ga

m
e? I'm

 frigh
tfu

lly b
o

red
. Let m

e gu
ess…

 are yo
u

 a
h

u
m

an
 m

ale?”
“Y

es.”
“A

re yo
u

…
 w

o
u

n
d

ed in
 th

e th
ro

at?”
“I can

’t see b
u

t I b
elieve so

, yes.”
“H

m
m

…
 d

escrib
e yo

u
rself fo

r m
e.”

“I'm
 

tall, 
m

u
scu

lar, 
an

d
 

h
o

rrib
ly 

scarred
,” 

I 
rep

lied
tru

th
fu

lly.
“In

d
eed

? H
m

m
m

…
” S

h
e p

au
sed

 fo
r a m

o
m

en
t. “H

o
w

 w
ere

yo
u

 so
 h

o
rrib

ly scarred
? W

ait…
 n

ever m
in

d
. I d

o
 n

o
t w

ish
 to

kn
o

w
.” I w

as very cu
rio

u
s w

h
at sh

e w
as h

id
in

g.
“N

o
w

 d
escrib

e yo
u

rself, fo
r m

e.”
M

arissa 
d

escrib
ed

 
h

erself 
as 

a 
sh

ap
ely, 

p
ale-skin

n
ed

,
b

eau
tifu

l w
o

m
an

 w
ith

 a fo
rked

 to
n

gu
e, h

air m
ad

e u
p o

f w
rith

in
g

asp
s, an

d
 glo

w
in

g eye
s…

 w
h

ich
 I assu

m
ed

 sh
e m

u
st b

e keep
in

g
sh

u
t. I co

n
sid

ered
 if sh

e co
uld

 b
e fro

m
 th

e lo
w

er p
lan

es.
“A

re 
yo

u
 

a 
fien

d
?” 

M
arissa 

lau
gh

ed
 

ligh
tly, 

th
e 

so
un

d
acco

m
p

an
ied

 b
y a sligh

t h
issin

g.
“N

o
, h

ard
ly…

 th
ou

gh
 I've p

o
w

ers so
m

e m
igh

t 
call fien

d
ish

.
M

y 
glan

ce 
tu

rn
s 

livin
g 

th
in

gs 
to

 
ston

e, 
fo

r 
in

stan
ce. 

F
ro

m
b

ein
gs o

f flesh
 to

 statu
ary w

ith
 th

e b
at o

f an
 eyelash

…
”

“T
h

at m
u

st b
e in

con
ven

ien
t at tim

es.”
“Y

o
u

 thin
k so

? T
h

at m
u

st b
e w

h
y I sit h

ere alo
n

e, in th
e

d
ark, h

idin
g b

ehind
 a p

artition
.” T

h
ou

gh
 I cou

ldn
’t see M

arissa,
I w

as certain
 sh

e w
as sn

eerin
g. S

h
e su

d
d

en
ly sigh

ed
. “If o

n
ly I

kn
ew

 w
h

ere m
y C

rim
so

n
 V

eil h
ad

 gon
e. H

ave yo
u

 seen
 it,

p
erch

an
ce?”

I assu
red

 h
er I h

ad
 n

o
t seen

 h
er veil, and

 asked
 h

er abo
u

t th
e

m
issin

g scen
t, sa

yin
g so

m
eo

n
e h

ad
 seen

 h
er sn

eakin
g aw

a
y

fro
m

 V
ivian

’s ch
am

b
ers. M

arissa said
 n

o
thin

g fo
r a m

o
m

en
t,

th
ou

gh
 an

 an
gry h

issin
g issu

ed
 fro

m
 th

e d
arkn

ess aro
u

nd
 h

er.
“Y

es, I've b
een

 kn
o

w
n

 to
 creep

 in
to V

ivian
’s ch

am
b

er fo
r

so
m

e o
f h

er p
erfu

m
es…

 th
o

u
gh

 I d
ou

bt yo
u

'll m
eet an

o
th

er h
ere

w
h

o
 h

asn
’t. If yo

u
’re im

p
lyin

g th
at I've go

t h
er 
personal scen

t,
w

ell…
 feel fre

e to
 sn

iff aro
u

n
d

. Y
o

u
'll n

ot fin
d

 it on
 m

e o
r in

m
y ch

a
m

b
ers, I assu

re yo
u

. P
erh

ap
s w

h
o

ever too
k m

y C
rim

so
n

V
eil to

o
k V

ivian
’s scen

t, as w
ell.”
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“M
y lo

rd
…

 fo
rgive m

e, b
u

t h
o

w
? W

h
at give

s u
s th

e righ
t?

A
 b

illio
n

 lives…
”

I sp
o

ke w
ith

o
u

t tu
rn

in
g to

 h
im

, u
n

ab
le to

 take m
y e

yes o
ff

R
h

u
m

o
s, th

e n
ation

’s vast cap
ital city, as it vap

o
rized

 in
to

 a
clo

u
d o

f su
p

er-h
eated

 gasses tw
elve m

iles acro
ss an

d
 gro

w
in

g
ever-w

id
er. “If yo

u
 o

nly kn
e

w
 th

e fu
ll treach

ery o
f th

e A
garite

s,
F

irst 
O

fficer 
F

elm
, 

o
n

e 
w

h
ich

 
is 

b
eyo

n
d

 
m

o
st 

an
y 

m
an

’s
co

m
p

reh
en

sio
n

…
 th

en
 yo

u
 w

o
u

ld
 kn

o
w

. Y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld
 sp

eak o
f

o
u

r right to
 an

nih
ilate th

em
? W

e've n
o

 righ
t to

 let th
em

 live.”
“B

u
t…

 
sir? 

T
raito

rs, 
all 

o
f 

th
em

? 
S

u
rely, 

a
m

o
n

g 
th

e
h

u
nd

red
s o

f th
ou

san
d

s. H
o

w
 m

an
y in

n
o

cen
ts—

”
“S

ilen
ce! S

p
eak o

f it n
o

 m
o

re —
 o

u
r kin

g h
as sp

o
ken

, H
is

w
ill b

e d
on

e. T
h

e task set to
 u

s is a h
o

rrib
le o

n
e, n

ot fit fo
r

co
n

tem
p

latio
n

 o
r qu

estion
in

g. T
h

ere is no
 ro

o
m

 fo
r p

ity, n
o

ro
o

m
 fo

r re
m

o
rse –

 o
n

ly 
duty.”

T
h

e tw
o

 o
f u

s sto
o

d
 silen

tly fo
r a tim

e, w
atch

in
g th

e last
m

in
u

tes o
f A

garh
eim

. A
t lo

n
g last I sigh

ed
…

 a lo
w

, stu
tterin

g
exh

alatio
n

 th
at so

un
d

ed
 as if so

m
eth

in
g h

ad
 b

ro
ken

 in
sid

e m
e.

B
en

eath
 th

e b
razen

 p
late th

at co
vered

 th
e ru

in
ed

 h
alf o

f m
y

fa
ce, m

y d
ead

 e
ye b

eg
an

 to
 w

eep
…

“F
alm

…
 m

y frien
d

…
 I w

o
u

ld
 h

ave yo
u

 un
d

erstand
. I kno

w
n

o
w

, as I loo
k d

o
w

n
 at w

h
at I h

ave w
ro

u
gh

t h
ere, th

at w
ere I to

th
in

k u
po

n
 w

h
at I h

ave d
o

n
e…

 w
h

at I h
ave 

truly don
e…

 I
w

o
u

ld
 b

e stru
ck m

ad
. A

 d
eed

 su
ch

 as this…
 th

e an
guish

 w
o

u
ld

o
verw

h
elm

, d
estro

y m
e. S

o
, F

irst O
fficer F

alm
, it m

u
st b

e th
at

th
ere are no

 in
no

cen
ts in A

garh
eim

…
 n

o
 m

o
th

ers, n
o

 child
ren,

n
o

 people. O
n

ly traito
rs. V

ile, cu
nn

in
g traito

rs, w
h

o
 d

eserve n
o

less th
an

 th
e fu

ll b
ru

n
t o

f o
u

r m
o

st H
o

ly K
in

g’s w
rath

. D
o

 yo
u

u
n

d
erstand

 th
is?”

“Y
-yes, m

’lo
rd

.”
“G

o
o

d
. N

o
w

 go
…

 I w
ish

 to
 b

e alon
e, h

ere.”
“B

y yo
u

r co
m

m
an

d
, Lo

rd
 A

d
m

iral.” F
alm

 b
o

w
ed

 h
is h

ead
an

d
 retu

rn
ed

 b
elo

w
 d

eck, leavin
g m

e to
 stan

d
 o

ver th
e en

d o
f a

civilizatio
n

.
T

h
e fact th

at th
is exp

erien
ce w

as h
ere at all in

d
icated

 th
e

ad
m

iral 
m

u
st 

later 
h

ave 
h

ad
 

seco
n

d
 

th
ou

gh
ts. 

T
h

e 
crim

e
co

m
m

itted
 

w
as 

h
o

rrib
le, 

aw
fu

l, 
alm

o
st 

in
co

n
ceivab

le, 
yet 

I
w

o
n

d
ered

 w
h

eth
er I h

ad
 d

on
e w

o
rse.

T
h

e exp
erien

ce ‘in
d

escrib
ab

le fru
stratio

n
.’

I co
u

ld
 see it no

w
, th

e cro
w

n
 o

f H
aep

h
on

, gleam
in

g u
p

o
n a

m
arb

le p
ed

estal. N
o

 m
o

re th
an tw

en
ty strid

es aw
a

y, it w
as…

w
ith

 it, I cou
ld w

rest co
n

tro
l o

f th
e arm

ies o
f A

eth
an

o
po

lis
aw

a
y 

fro
m

 
m

y 
tre

ach
ero

u
s 

b
roth

er 
and

 
resto

re 
m

y 
fath

er’s



25
6

P
ub

lic
 S

en
so

ri
um

s

T
he

 e
nt

ir
e 

ha
ll

 w
as

 i
n 

ru
in

s 
an

d 
st

il
l 

in
 t

he
 p

ro
ce

ss
 o

f 
be

in
g

de
st

ro
ye

d,
 a

s 
do

ze
ns

 o
f 

co
m

ba
ta

nt
s 

hu
rl

ed
 w

ea
po

ns
, 

de
ad

ly
,

ar
ca

ne
 m

ag
ic

ks
 a

nd
 t

he
m

se
lv

es
 a

t 
on

e 
an

ot
he

r 
in

 a
 d

es
pe

ra
te

st
ru

gg
le

 t
o 

be
 t

he
 l

as
t 

on
e 

st
an

di
ng

. 
P

lu
m

es
 o

f 
ac

ri
d 

gr
ee

n
sm

ok
e 

ro
se

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 p

il
e 

of
 l

im
p 

bo
di

es
 I

 d
ra

gg
ed

 m
ys

el
f 

ou
t

of
, 

ha
vi

ng
 b

ar
el

y 
es

ca
pe

d 
th

e 
w

ra
th

 o
f 

so
m

e 
fi

en
di

sh
 s

pe
ll

.
T

h
er

e 
it 

w
as

 —
 a

cr
o

ss
 t

h
e 

w
a

y,
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
b

at
tli

n
g 

th
ro

n
g,

th
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
b

lo
od

th
ir

st
y 

b
at

tle
 a

h
ea

d
 o

f 
m

e,
 s

itt
in

g 
un

to
u

ch
ed

o
n

 a
 m

ira
cu

lo
u

sl
y 

u
p

ri
gh

t 
ta

b
le

 —
 m

y 
p

in
t 

o
f 

m
ea

d
! 

A
n

d
 I

'd
 g

et
it 

b
ac

k,
 i

f 
I 

h
ad

 t
o

 k
ill

 e
ve

ry
 l

as
t 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
b

ra
w

lin
g 

ta
ve

rn
p

at
ro

n
s 

to
 d

o 
it!

I t
h

ou
gh

t b
ac

k 
to

 th
e 

b
ar

ke
ep

 o
f t

h
e 

S
m

o
ld

er
in

g 
C

or
p

se
, 

an
d

h
o

w
 h

e 
sa

id
 I 

h
ad

 b
u

st
ed

 t
h

e 
p

la
ce

 u
p

 s
o

m
e 

fif
te

en
 y

ea
rs

 a
go

.
T

h
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 ‘s
u

p
er

n
at

u
ra

l l
u

st
.’

I 
fo

u
n

d 
m

ys
el

f 
co

u
p

lin
g 

w
ith

 a
 s

u
cc

u
b

u
s,

 a
 c

re
at

u
re

 o
f 

su
ch

in
te

n
se

, 
o

th
er

w
o

rl
d

ly
 b

ea
u

ty
 t

h
at

 e
ve

n
 h

er
 f

ie
n

d
’s

 h
o

rn
s 

an
d

th
ra

sh
in

g 
ta

il 
gi

ve
 

m
e 

n
o

 
p

au
se

. 
S

h
e 

ga
sp

ed
 

un
d

er
 

m
e…

 
I

d
es

ir
ed

 
h

er
 

so
 

co
m

p
le

te
ly

 
th

at
 

th
e 

w
h

o
le

 
o

f 
m

y 
e

xi
st

en
ce

se
e

m
ed

 f
o

cu
se

d
 t

o
w

ar
d

s 
th

is
 s

in
gl

e 
go

al
. 

A
s 

m
y 

lif
e 

e
xp

lo
d

ed
fr

o
m

 m
e 

in
 a

 s
ta

rr
y 

b
u

rs
t,

 I
 h

ea
rd

 t
h

e 
d

el
ig

h
te

d 
la

u
gh

te
r 

o
f 

th
e

su
cc

u
b

u
s 

as
 s

h
e 

d
ra

in
ed

 m
e 

d
ry

, 
le

av
in

g 
m

y 
b

o
d

y 
b

u
t 

a 
so

u
lle

ss
h

u
sk

… I 
gl

an
ce

d
 a

t 
F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
, 

an
d

 r
ea

liz
ed

 s
h

e 
h

ad
 c

o
m

e
ab

o
u

t 
as

 f
ar

 a
s 

w
as

 p
o

ss
ib

le
 f

ro
m

 w
h

at
 I

 h
ad

 ju
st

 e
xp

er
ie

n
ce

d
. 

I
al

so
 w

o
n

d
er

ed
 h

o
w

 t
h

e 
re

co
rd

in
g 

h
ad

 b
ee

n
 m

ad
e,

 w
h

et
h

er
 a

S
en

sa
te

 h
ad

 d
el

ib
er

at
el

y 
at

tr
ac

te
d

 t
h

e 
at

te
n

tio
n

s 
o

f 
a 

su
cc

u
bu

s
ju

st
 to

 le
av

e 
th

is
 r

ec
o

rd
.

T
h

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
 ‘h

o
rr

ib
le

 r
eg

re
t.

’
I 

st
o

od
 o

n
 t

h
e 

d
ec

k 
o

f 
m

y 
fla

gs
h

ip
, 

th
e 

D
iv

in
e 

H
am

m
er

, 
as

it 
flo

at
ed

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
co

n
tin

en
t 

o
f 

A
ga

rh
ei

m
, 

h
el

d
 a

lo
ft 

b
y 

th
e

w
in

d
s 

o
f 

m
ag

ic
. 

T
h

e 
ve

ry
 

la
n

d
sc

ap
e 

ro
ile

d
 

an
d

 
sh

ud
d

er
ed

b
en

ea
th

 
th

e 
bo

m
b

ar
d

m
en

t 
o

f 
m

y 
fle

et
, 

o
n

e 
th

o
u

sa
nd

 
sh

ip
s’

ca
n

n
o

n
s 

an
d

 b
o

m
b

ar
d

s 
hu

rli
n

g 
th

ei
r 

so
rc

er
o

u
s 

fir
e 

d
o

w
n

 l
ik

e
ve

n
ge

fu
l 

go
d

s.
 T

h
e 

sh
o

ck
w

a
ve

s 
h

ad
 b

eg
u

n
 t

o
 h

it 
m

y 
sh

ip
 o

n
ly

m
in

u
te

s 
ag

o
 —

 a
 c

o
n

st
an

t 
vi

b
ra

tio
n 

th
at

 s
en

t 
sh

u
dd

er
s 

th
ro

u
gh

th
e 

w
h

o
le

 o
f 

th
e 

an
ci

en
t 

cr
af

t 
an

d
 m

o
ve

d
 m

y 
ve

ry
 b

o
n

es
 —

ac
co

m
p

an
ie

d
 

b
y 

a 
co

n
st

an
t,

 
ru

m
b

lin
g 

b
as

s.
 

A
s 

th
e 

la
n

d
’s

m
o

u
n

ta
in

s 
b

eg
an

 t
o

 s
in

k 
an

d
 t

h
e 

se
as

 t
h

at
 s

u
rr

ou
nd

ed
 it

 b
eg

in
 t

o
b

o
il 

o
ff 

in
to

 t
h

e 
at

m
o

sp
h

er
e,

 m
y 

fir
st

 o
ffi

ce
r 

ca
m

e 
to

 s
ta

n
d

b
es

id
e 

m
e.

“M
y 

Lo
rd

 A
d

m
ira

l…
 p

er
m

is
si

o
n

 t
o

 s
p

ea
k 

fr
e

el
y,

 s
ir.

”
I n

od
d

ed
 m

y 
ac

q
u

ie
sc

en
ce

, 
m

y 
st

o
m

ac
h

 s
in

ki
n

g 
as

 I
 g

u
es

se
d

at
 h

is
 q

u
es

tio
n

.

K
es

ai
-S

er
ri

s
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K
E

S
A

I-
S

E
R

R
IS

I 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

to
 t

he
 n

ex
t 

ro
om

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 r

in
g.

 T
he

 o
cc

up
an

t 
w

as
an

 a
la

rm
in

gl
y 

vo
lu

pt
uo

us
 w

om
an

 w
it

h 
a 

th
ic

k 
m

an
e 

of
 w

av
y,

ra
ve

n-
co

lo
re

d 
ha

ir
, 

bl
ui

sh
 s

ki
n 

an
d 

sh
im

m
er

in
g,

 c
ri

m
so

n 
ey

es
,

li
ke

 r
ub

ie
s 

w
hi

ch
 h

ad
 f

ir
es

 l
it

 b
eh

in
d 

th
em

. T
ho

ug
h 

sh
e 

w
as

 n
ot

be
au

ti
fu

l 
in

 t
he

 t
yp

ic
al

 s
en

se
 o

f 
th

e 
w

or
d,

 h
er

 f
ea

tu
re

s 
w

er
e

ex
ot

ic
al

ly
 

un
us

ua
l. 

I 
gr

ee
te

d 
he

r.
 

H
er

 
vo

ic
e 

w
as

 
de

ep
 

an
d

se
ns

uo
us

.
“A

n
d

 m
y 

gr
ee

tin
gs

 t
o

 yo
u,

 s
ir.

” 
H

er
 b

u
rn

in
g 

ey
es

 r
o

a
m

ed
o

ve
r 

m
e.

 “
I'm

 K
e

sa
i-

S
er

ri
s.

 S
o

 t
el

l m
e:

 w
h

at
 m

ig
h

t 
I 

d
o

 f
o

r 
yo

u
,

h
m

m
m

?”
“A

n
yt

h
in

g
!”

 M
o

rt
e 

cr
ie

d
, 

“D
o

 a
n

yt
h

in
g 

yo
u

 w
an

t 
to

 m
e

!”
K

es
ai

 l
au

gh
ed

 h
ea

rt
ily

, 
re

ve
al

in
g 

ca
n

in
es

 l
o

n
g 

en
o

u
gh

 t
o 

b
e

co
n

si
d

er
ed

 fa
n

gs
. 

S
h

e 
sh

o
o

k 
h

er
 h

ea
d

 a
n

d
 s

m
ile

d
 a

t 
M

o
rt

e.
“T

ru
ly

, 
th

o
u

gh
, p

le
as

e…
 w

h
at

 c
an

 I
 d

o 
fo

r 
yo

u
?”

 I
 d

ef
le

ct
ed

h
er

 q
u

es
tio

n 
w

ith
 a

 q
u

es
tio

n
.

“I
f 

yo
u

 d
o

n
’t 

m
in

d
 m

y 
as

ki
n

g,
 w

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
?”

 K
e

sa
i 

sh
o

o
k

h
er

 h
ea

d
.

“W
h

at
, 

ca
n

’t 
yo

u
 t

el
l?

” 
S

h
e 

d
re

w
 h

er
se

lf 
u

p
, 

th
ru

st
in

g 
h

er
a

m
p

le
 b

o
so

m
 t

o
w

ar
d

s 
m

e.
 “

A
 w

o
m

an
!”

 S
h

e 
ra

is
ed

 a
n

 e
ye

b
ro

w
.

“I
 c

an
 s

ee
 m

y 
an

sw
er

 d
o

es
n

’t 
p

le
as

e 
yo

u
…

 I
'm

 p
la

n
e-

to
u

ch
ed

,
ac

tu
al

ly
, 

lik
e 

yo
u

r 
fr

ie
n

d
 h

er
e.

” 
K

es
ai

 i
n

d
ic

at
ed

 A
n

n
ah

. 
“T

h
at

’s
al

l y
o

u
 n

ee
d

 t
o 

kn
o

w
.”

I a
sk

ed
 if

 s
h

e 
m

ig
h

t 
kn

o
w

 w
h

er
e 

V
iv

ia
n

’s
 s

ce
n

t 
w

as
.

“N
o

, 
I 

do
n

’t.
” 

K
es

ai
 f

ro
w

n
ed

. 
“M

o
st

 o
f 

th
e 

w
o

m
en

 w
ill

 s
a

y
sh

e’
s 

p
ri

ss
y,

 
b

u
t 

sh
e’

s 
al

w
a

ys
 

b
ee

n
 

n
ic

e 
en

o
u

gh
 

to
 

m
e…

co
m

p
lim

en
tin

g 
m

e 
o

n
 m

y 
e

ye
s…

 a
n

d
 s

h
e 

sm
el

ls
 s

o
 g

o
o

d
! 

I
h

o
p

e 
sh

e 
fin

d
s 

h
er

 o
w

n
 s

ce
n

t 
ag

ai
n

, 
so

o
n

.”
A

s 
I 

h
ad

 t
al

ke
d

 t
o

 h
er

, 
I 

h
ad

 r
ea

liz
ed

 t
h

at
 K

es
ai

’s
 e

xo
tic

fe
at

u
re

s 
w

er
e 

n
o

t 
un

-a
tt

ra
ct

iv
e.

“Y
o

u
 d

o
 h

av
e 

ve
ry

 lo
ve

ly
 e

ye
s,

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
.”

“T
ch

.”
 A

n
n

ah
 s

n
ee

re
d

, 
ro

lli
n

g 
h

er
 e

ye
s.

 “
Id

jit
.”

“D
o

n
’t 

b
e 

u
p

se
t, 

A
n

n
ah

…
 y

o
u

’re
 ju

st
 a

s 
lo

ve
ly

.”
 T

h
e 

w
ro

n
g

th
in

g 
to

 s
ay

, 
as

 I
 k

n
e

w
 a

s 
so

o
n

 a
s 

I 
sp

o
ke

.
“A

n
’ 

w
h

at
’s

 t
ha

t 
su

p
po

se
d

 t
a 

m
ea

n
, 

ye
h

 p
ik

in
’ 

ta
rd

?!
 D

id
ja

th
in

k 
m

e 
je

al
ou

s 
o

’ 
th

is
 c

h
at

ty
 t

ar
t?

 Y
eh

 s
o

d
!”

 A
n

n
ah

 s
p

at
 a

n
d

lo
o

ke
d

 a
w

a
y 

fr
o

m
 m

e,
 t

h
en

 s
ta

lk
ed

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

ro
o

m
. 

K
es

ai
-S

er
ris

sh
ru

gg
ed

 a
n

d
 lo

o
ke

d
 b

ac
k 

to
 m

e,
 r

ep
ly

in
g 

to
 m

y 
co

m
p

lim
en

t.
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K

esai-S
erris

“W
h

y, th
an

k yo
u

! Y
o

u
 can

 see th
em

 glo
w

in
g in

 th
e d

ark,
yo

u
 kn

o
w

…
 b

izarre, n
o

?” S
h

e p
au

sed
 to

 lo
o

k at m
e. “Y

o
u

've
so

m
e 

n
ice 

e
yes, 

to
o

…
 

so
 

d
ark, 

an
d 

m
ysterio

u
s! 

S
o

 
fu

ll 
o

f
ch

aracter.” I n
ext asked

 K
esai ab

o
u

t M
arissa, an

d
 h

er veil.
“H

m
m

. N
o

, I h
aven

’t seen
 it sin

ce th
e last tim

e sh
e w

o
re it

o
u

t…
 b

ut N
en

n
y m

igh
t h

ave seen
 so

m
eth

in
g, so

 try askin
g h

er.
I'll ad

m
it it’s b

een
 n

ice…
 M

arissa w
o

n
’t leave h

er ch
am

b
er

w
ith

o
u

t th
e veil, an

d so
 w

e've all b
een

 sp
ared

 h
er fo

u
l to

n
gu

e…
leavin

g u
s o

n
ly K

im
asxi to

 d
eal w

ith
.” K

esai sm
irked

. “T
h

at
K

im
asxi’s th

e w
o

rst o
f th

e tw
o

, th
ou

gh
.”

“H
o

w
 so

?”
“M

arissa’s h
au

gh
ty an

d
 m

ean
, b

u
t K

im
asxi…

 sh
e’s a b

itter,
sp

itefu
l m

o
n

ster o
f a w

o
m

an
, w

ith
 a ven

o
m

o
u

s to
n

gu
e and

 th
e

d
em

e
an

o
r o

f a b
alo

r. I can
’t see 

w
hy an

yo
n

e w
o

u
ld like to

 sp
eak

w
ith

 h
er —

 I sin
cerely d

o
u

bt h
er app

earan
ce m

a
kes u

p
 fo

r th
at

fla
yin

g, p
o

iso
n

ou
s m

o
u

th o
f h

ers —
 bu

t sh
e receives p

atro
n

s
n

o
n

eth
eless.” I w

as cu
rio

u
s ab

ou
t K

esai’s talen
ts.

“W
ell, w

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 u

su
ally d

o
 fo

r p
atron

s?”
“T

alk, o
f co

u
rse! U

su
ally ab

o
u

t d
ream

s, o
ften

 th
o

se ero
tic

in
 n

atu
re…

 bu
t n

o
t alw

a
ys!” K

esai w
in

ked
 at m

e, sm
ilin

g. “S
o

!
W

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 like to tell m

e yo
u

rs? D
o

n
’t b

e sh
y; I've h

eard
everyth

in
g, yo

u
 kn

o
w

. N
o

th
in

g w
ill sh

o
ck o

r su
rp

rise m
e, an

d
 I

so
 lo

ve to h
ear p

eop
le’s d

ream
s. W

e can
 trad

e if yo
u

'd
 like, too

—
 b

u
t yo

u
 m

u
st go

 first.” I p
layed

 alo
n

g w
ith

 h
er ligh

t m
o

o
d

.
“M

y d
rea

m
s w

ere re
cen

tly revised
 w

h
en

 I saw
 yo

u
, m

y
lad

y…
”

“W
ere th

ey, n
o

w
?

” K
esai sm

iled
, h

er glea
m

in
g red

 e
ye

s
lo

o
kin

g m
e o

ver o
n

ce m
o

re. “Y
o

u
 loo

k very sa
vag

e, yo
u

 kn
o

w
?

T
ell m

e: are yo
u

 ro
u

gh
 w

ith
 yo

u
r lo

vers? In
 th

e 
act, I m

ean
…

very p
h

ysical?
”

“W
h

y w
o

u
ld

 yo
u

 ask su
ch

 a th
in

g?”
“I w

a
s cu

rio
u

s…
 and

 en
jo

y talkin
g ab

o
u

t th
e act o

f lo
ve.

M
an

y 
p

eo
p

le 
are 

u
n

co
m

fo
rtab

le 
sp

eakin
g 

o
f 

it, 
b

ut 
it’s

im
p

o
rtan

t to b
e ab

le to
, esp

ecially w
ith

 o
n

e’s p
artn

er —
 it’s

go
o

d
 fo

r th
e bo

th o
f th

em
! It’s m

y h
o

p
e th

at m
y clien

ts w
ill fin

d
th

e vo
ice to

 talk to
 th

eir o
w

n
 lo

vers ab
o

u
t su

ch
 th

in
gs, if th

ey
d

o
n’t alread

y. S
o

: yo
u

 n
ever gave m

e an
 an

sw
er…

”
“I'm

 o
n

ly ro
u

gh
 if it p

leases th
em

.” A
t least, th

at w
as w

h
at I

th
ou

gh
t I w

o
u

ld
 d

o
, sin

ce I h
ad

 n
o m

em
o

rie
s o

f su
ch

 acts. T
h

e
last fe

w
 d

a
ys h

ad
 b

een
 to

o filled
 to th

in
k ab

ou
t th

is to
p

ic m
u

ch
,

an
d

 th
ere w

ere to
o

 m
an

y u
n

reso
lved

 issu
es w

ith
 th

e on
e w

o
m

an
I h

ad
 seriou

sly co
n

sid
ered

 it ab
ou

t. A
s I tho

u
gh

t o
f A

n
n

ah
, I

realized
 m

y co
m

m
en

t to
 h

er ju
st no

w
 h

ad
 b

een
 u

nd
eserved

,

P
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s
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T
h

e exp
erien

ce ‘b
itter lo

ath
in

g.’
V

eno
m

o
u

s tears o
f p

ain
 b

rim
m

in
g in

 m
y n

arro
w

 yello
w

e
yes, I gath

ered
 th

e tattered
 rem

ain
s o

f m
y sm

all, scaled
, red

w
in

gs o
ff th

e flo
o

r. I h
u

m
b

ly b
acked

 o
u

t o
f G

ro
b

a’s stu
d

y,
grittin

g m
y n

eed
le-like te

eth
 b

en
eath

 sealed
 lip

s.
S

u
re, I w

as o
n

ly a sp
in

ago
n

 —
 least am

o
n

g d
evils —

 b
u

t
th

at w
as n

o
 cau

se fo
r a p

it fien
d

 to tear m
y w

in
gs o

ff b
ecau

se h
e

d
idn

’t like th
e m

essag
e I h

ad
 b

ro
u

ght h
im

! W
h

at w
o

u
ld

 m
y

gelu
go

n
 m

aster d
o

, n
o

w
? H

e certain
ly co

u
ld

n
’t say an

yth
in

g to
G

ro
b

a, an
d

 w
h

at u
se w

as a sp
in

ago
n

 w
ith

o
ut its w

in
gs? I w

o
u

ld
p

rob
ab

ly get ca
st in

to
 th

e P
it o

f F
lam

e fo
r ‘in

co
m

p
eten

ce!’
V

en
gean

ce o
u

t o
f th

e qu
estion

, th
ere w

as little to
 do

 b
u

t
sh

ake m
y cla

w
ed

 fist an
d

 h
ate, h

ate, 
hate G

ro
b

a w
ith

 all th
e

lo
ath

in
g m

y h
ard

 little b
lack d

evil’s h
eart cou

ld
 m

u
ster…

B
esid

es th
e m

an
y I h

ad
 killed

 in m
y live

s, th
ere m

u
st h

ave
b

een
 o

th
ers, th

e frien
d

s an
d

 lo
vers o

f th
o

se I killed, an
yo

n
e w

h
o

sto
o

d in m
y w

a
y, w

h
o

 h
ad lo

ath
ed

 m
e.

T
h

e exp
erien

ce ‘p
u

re glee.’
D

an
cin

g an
d

 leap
in

g ab
ou

t in
 rh

yth
m

 w
ith

 th
e w

o
o

d
 elves’

b
o

un
cin

g 
festival 

m
u

sic, 
I 

an
d

 
a 

d
o

zen
 

o
th

er 
d

an
cers 

sp
un

th
rou

gh
 th

e fo
rest clearin

g like a w
h

irlin
g d

ervish
, sm

ilin
g an

d
lau

gh
in

g like m
ad

. A
s th

e ch
eerin

g fo
rest d

w
ellers w

h
o

o
p

ed
,

clap
p

ed
 and

 d
an

ced
 alon

gsid
e m

e, fairies careen
ed

 th
rou

gh
 th

e
air ab

o
ve o

u
r h

ead
s, leavin

g sp
arklin

g trails o
f co

lo
red

 ligh
t…

I w
as in

 a rare go
o

d
 m

o
o

d
 fo

r so
m

e 
m

in
u

tes after th
is

exp
erien

ce.
T

h
e exp

erien
ce ‘co

n
su

m
in

g im
p

atien
ce.’

I sto
od

 d
eb

atin
g w

ith
 A

m
n

as th
e H

o
rrib

ly S
lo

w
, K

eep
er o

f
th

e Lio
n

 K
ey, as to

 w
h

eth
er o

r no
t m

y q
u

est w
as im

p
o

rtan
t

en
o

u
gh

 fo
r h

im
 to

 relinq
u

ish
 th

e artifact in
to

 m
y care. 

T
h

e
w

h
o

le exp
erien

ce w
as an

 exercise in
 sh

eer to
rm

en
t…

 each
 an

d
every o

n
e o

f h
is w

o
rd

s w
a

s fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y a sign

ifican
t p

au
se;

each
 an

d
 every p

o
in

t h
e m

ad
e w

as reiterated
 tim

e an
d

 again
b

efo
re h

e let m
e sp

ea
k. I p

resen
ted

 an
 argu

m
en

t…
 th

en
 w

aited
,

an
d

 w
aited

, an
d

 waited w
h

ile h
e m

ad
e h

is co
un

terp
oin

t. T
o

w
h

ich
 I sh

o
t o

ut a sn
app

y co
u

n
terpo

in
t o

f m
y o

w
n

…
 th

en
 m

u
st

w
ait yet again

 fo
r an

o
th

er o
f A

m
n

as’ d
ra

w
lin

g, m
ean

d
erin

g,
see

m
in

gly en
d

less co
u

n
terp

oin
ts. It w

as everyth
in

g I co
u

ld
 d

o
n

o
t to

 sim
p

ly lo
p

 th
e fien

d
’s tu

sked
 h

ead
 o

ff an
d

 sn
atch

 th
e key

fro
m

 th
e tw

itch
in

g co
rp

se…
T

h
is re

m
in

d
ed

 m
e o

f m
y fru

stratio
n

 at no
t b

ein
g ab

le to
 read

th
e lan

gu
age in

 w
h

ich
 th

e jou
rn

al I fo
u

nd
 w

as p
en

n
ed

.
T

h
e exp

erien
ce ‘grim

 d
eterm

in
atio

n
.’
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P
ub

lic
 S

en
so

ri
um

s

P
U

B
LI

C
 S

E
N

S
O

R
IU

M
S

N
ex

t 
da

y,
 I

 h
ad

 S
pl

in
te

r 
se

nd
 u

s 
to

 t
he

 p
ub

li
c 

se
ns

or
iu

m
s.

 I
sa

m
pl

ed
 s

to
ne

s 
th

er
e,

 a
nd

 th
e 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
s 

th
ey

 c
on

ta
in

ed
.

T
h

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
 ‘u

n
av

o
id

ab
le

 p
ai

n
.’

T
h

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
 w

a
s 

a 
sh

o
rt

 a
nd

 v
io

le
nt

 o
n

e:
 s

tr
u

gg
lin

g 
w

ith
an

o
th

er
, 

sl
ig

h
tly

 s
tr

o
n

ge
r 

m
an

 o
n

 t
h

e 
ed

ge
 o

f 
a 

b
la

zi
n

g-
ho

t
st

re
a

m
 o

f 
m

o
lte

n
 la

va
, 

m
y 

w
e

ap
o

n
-h

an
d

 w
as

 s
lo

w
ly

, 
in

ex
o

ra
b

ly
fo

rc
ed

 e
ve

r 
cl

o
se

r 
to

 t
h

e 
m

a
g

m
a.

 B
ea

d
s 

o
f 

sw
ea

t 
ev

ap
o

ra
te

d
 t

h
e

in
st

an
t 

th
ey

 
ap

p
ea

re
d

; 
th

e 
h

ai
r 

o
n 

th
e 

b
ac

k 
o

f 
m

y 
h

an
d

b
la

ck
en

ed
 a

n
d

 s
m

o
ld

er
ed

 a
bo

ve
 t

h
e 

aw
es

o
m

e 
h

ea
t.

 F
in

al
ly

, 
m

y
h

o
w

ls
 o

f 
su

ffe
ri

n
g 

ec
h

o
in

g 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
ca

n
yo

n
 w

al
ls

 a
ro

u
n

d 
m

e,
m

y 
h

an
d

 a
nd

 t
h

e 
ax

e 
it 

h
el

d
 p

lu
n

ge
d

 in
to

 t
h

e 
la

va
 a

n
d

 c
h

ar
re

d
 t

o
as

h
 in

 a
 fe

w
, 

a
go

n
iz

in
g 

se
co

n
d

s.
P

ai
n

 w
as

 s
o

m
et

h
in

g 
I 

h
ad

 lo
n

g 
fa

m
ili

ar
ity

 w
ith

, 
ev

en
 i

n
 t

h
e

sh
o

rt
 t

im
e 

fo
r 

w
h

ic
h

 I
 h

ad
 m

e
m

o
rie

s.
 I

 h
ad

 k
no

w
n

 p
ai

n
 a

s 
b

ad
o

r 
w

o
rs

e 
th

an
 th

is
.

T
h

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
 ‘t

en
d

er
 lo

ve
.’

M
y 

e
ye

s 
w

er
e 

cl
o

se
d

; 
I 

co
u

ld
 s

en
se

 m
ys

el
f 

st
an

d
in

g 
o

n
 t

h
e

tip
s 

o
f 

m
y 

to
es

, 
p

re
ss

ed
 a

ga
in

st
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
tig

h
tly

. 
S

o
ft,

 s
o

ft 
lip

s
b

ru
sh

ed
 a

ga
in

st
 m

in
e,

 g
iv

in
g 

m
e 

th
e 

m
o

st
 g

en
tle

 o
f 

ki
ss

es
…

 m
y

h
ea

rt
 s

ee
m

ed
 t

o
 f

lu
tt

er
 i

n
 m

y 
ch

es
t,

 a
n

d
 I

 f
el

t 
as

 i
f 

I 
co

u
ld

 f
al

l
b

ac
kw

ar
d

s 
an

d
 s

im
p

ly
 fl

o
at

 o
ff 

in
to

 s
p

ac
e…

T
h

er
e 

w
as

 a
n

 i
n

n
o

ce
n

ce
 t

o 
th

is
 e

xp
er

ie
n

ce
 w

h
ic

h
 e

ch
o

ed
w

h
at

 I
 m

u
st

 h
av

e 
fe

lt 
ev

er
y 

tim
e 

I 
b

eg
an

 a
 n

ew
 i

n
ca

rn
at

io
n

,
b

er
ef

t 
o

f 
m

e
m

o
ry

. 
Y

et
, 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

sa
m

e 
b

eg
in

n
in

g 
I 

h
ad

 f
o

llo
w

ed
m

an
y 

p
at

h
s,

 m
ag

e 
an

d
 s

o
ld

ie
r,

 g
o

od
 a

nd
 e

vi
l…

T
h

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
 ‘m

in
d

-n
u

m
b

in
g 

te
d

iu
m

.’
T

h
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 c
o

u
ld

n
’t 

b
e 

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 a
 f

ew
 m

in
u

te
s 

lo
n

g,
b

u
t h

ou
rs

 s
ee

m
ed

 t
o

 p
as

s…
 a

 l
o

n
g,

 b
o

rin
g 

le
ct

u
re

 i
n 

th
e 

d
rie

st
,

d
u

st
ie

st
 h

al
l 

in
 t

h
e 

U
n

iv
er

si
ty

 o
f 

C
h

al
m

 i
n

 S
ig

il.
 I

 l
oo

ke
d

 a
bo

u
t

th
e 

va
st

 h
al

l, 
h

op
in

g 
to

 c
at

ch
 s

o
m

eo
n

e’
s 

ey
e 

to
 p

ul
l a

 f
ac

e 
at

 —
b

u
t 

th
e 

o
th

er
 s

tu
d

en
ts

 w
er

e 
ei

th
er

 a
sl

ee
p

 o
r 

st
ar

in
g 

lis
tle

ss
ly

 in
to

sp
ac

e.
 

I 
d

ro
p

p
ed

 
m

y 
q

u
ill

 
p

en
, 

pi
ck

ed
 

it 
up

, 
an

d
 

d
ro

p
p

ed
ag

ai
n

…
 j

u
st

 f
o

r 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
to

 d
o

. 
I 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

 s
ta

bb
in

g 
m

ys
el

f
in

 t
h

e 
ey

e 
w

ith
 i

t,
 j

u
st

 t
o

 s
ee

 i
f 

m
y 

se
n

se
s 

h
ad

n
’t 

b
ee

n
 w

h
o

lly
n

u
m

b
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

in
cr

ed
ib

le
 b

o
re

do
m

…
P

er
h

ap
s 

th
er

e 
w

as
 s

o
m

e 
b

en
ef

it 
in

 n
o

t 
re

m
e

m
b

er
in

g,
 a

n
im

m
o

rt
al

’s
 y

ea
rs

 m
u

st
 in

cl
u

d
e 

lo
n

g 
st

re
tc

h
es

 o
f t

ed
iu

m
.

K
es

ai
-S

er
ri

s
19

9

tr
ea

ti
ng

 h
er

 l
ik

e 
a 

sp
oi

le
d 

ch
ild

. A
lt

ho
ug

h 
sh

e 
di

d 
ne

ed
 t

o 
fi

nd
 a

b
et

te
r 

w
a

y 
to

 d
ea

l w
ith

 h
er

 je
al

o
u

sy
…

“I
 t

h
ou

gh
t 

yo
u

'd
 s

ay
 a

s 
m

u
ch

. 
I'm

 q
u

ite
 r

o
u

gh
, 

m
ys

el
f…

 I
lik

e 
to

 b
e 

ca
rr

ie
d

 a
ro

u
nd

, 
an

d
 I

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 e
n

jo
y 

b
iti

n
g!

 I
'v

e
sh

ar
p

 t
ee

th
, 

th
o

u
gh

, 
so

 I
'v

e 
to

 t
ak

e 
ca

re
. 

S
o

m
et

im
es

 I
 g

et
 c

ar
rie

d
aw

a
y 

an
d

 d
ra

w
 a

 li
tt

le
 b

lo
o

d
, y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

?”
M

o
rt

e 
co

m
m

en
te

d
, 

“I
t’s

 e
n

ou
gh

 t
o 

m
ak

e 
m

e 
w

ee
p

…
 w

h
er

e
w

a
s 

th
is

 c
h

it 
w

h
en

 I
 h

ad
 a

 
bo

dy
?!

“R
o

am
in

g 
th

e 
O

u
tla

n
d

s,
 

m
o

st
 

lik
el

y.
 

B
u

t 
th

at
 

w
as

 
a

rh
et

o
ric

al
 

qu
es

tio
n

, 
w

as
n

’t 
it?

” 
S

h
e 

w
in

ke
d

 
at

 
M

o
rt

e,
 

th
en

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
m

e 
a

ga
in

.
“Y

o
u

 h
av

e 
sh

ar
p

 t
ee

th
?”

 I
 a

sk
ed

, 
h

av
in

g 
o

n
ly

 
gl

im
p

se
d

th
em

 b
ef

o
re

. 
K

es
ai

 n
o

dd
ed

.
“M

m
m

-h
m

m
, 

I 
ce

rt
ai

n
ly

 
d

o
. 

W
o

u
ld

 
yo

u
 

lik
e 

to
 

se
e?

H
er

e…
” 

S
h

e 
o

p
en

ed
 

h
er

 
m

o
u

th
 

sl
ig

h
tly

, 
ru

nn
in

g 
h

er
 

vi
o

le
t

to
n

gu
e 

o
ve

r 
h

er
 b

o
tt

o
m

 t
ee

th
; 

h
er

 c
an

in
es

 w
er

e 
ju

st
 lo

n
g 

en
o

u
gh

to
 b

e 
co

n
si

d
er

ed
 f

an
gs

. 
I 

th
ou

gh
t 

h
er

 f
an

gs
 d

id
n

’t 
lo

o
k 

to
o

d
an

ge
ro

u
s.

“I
 d

o
n

’t 
th

in
k 

I'd
 m

in
d

 th
e 

bi
tin

g…
” 

K
es

ai
 la

u
gh

ed
.

“I
 d

o
ub

t 
I'd

 g
et

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
at

 t
h

ic
k 

h
id

e 
o

f 
yo

u
rs

, 
an

yw
a

y.
D

o
 y

o
u

 h
av

e 
m

u
ch

 s
en

sa
tio

n
 le

ft 
in

 y
o

u
r 

sk
in

?”
“N

o
, 

sa
d

ly
; 

n
o

t 
re

al
ly

. 
T

h
e 

sc
ar

s 
ar

e 
ve

ry
 t

h
ic

k.
”

“O
h

, 
th

at
’s

 a
 s

h
am

e.
 Y

o
u

 do
 h

av
e 

a 
lo

t 
sc

ar
s…

” 
K

es
ai

lo
o

ke
d

 c
lo

se
ly

 a
t 

m
y 

fa
ce

. 
“E

ve
n

 y
o

u
r 

lip
s,

 t
h

e 
lid

s 
o

f 
yo

u
r

e
ye

s…
 

te
ll 

m
e:

 
ar

e 
yo

u
 

sc
ar

re
d

 
ev

e
ry

w
h

er
e

? 
Y

o
u

 
kn

o
w

…
ev

er
yw

he
re

?”
“N

o
, 

no
t 

re
al

ly
. 

P
ar

ts
 o

f 
m

e 
h

av
e 

so
m

eh
o

w
 m

an
ag

ed
 t

o
 s

ta
y

o
u

t o
f h

ar
m

’s
 w

a
y.

”
“T

h
at

’s
 g

o
o

d
, 

th
en

!”
 K

es
ai

 la
u

gh
ed

 c
h

ee
rf

u
lly

, 
th

en
 p

u
t 

on
 a

m
o

ck
 s

er
io

u
s 

lo
o

k,
 p

la
ci

n
g 

h
er

 h
an

d
s 

on
 h

er
 h

ip
s.

 “
Y

o
u 

n
ev

er
di

d 
te

ll 
m

e 
ab

o
u

t 
yo

u
r 

d
re

am
s,

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
. 

C
o

m
e 

o
n

, 
le

t’s
 h

av
e

th
em

!”
“I

…
 

d
o

n
’t 

h
av

e 
d

re
am

s,
 

ac
tu

al
ly

.”
 

I 
re

al
iz

ed
 

th
is

 
to

 
b

e
lit

er
al

ly
 t

ru
e.

 N
o

t 
ju

st
 f

o
r 

th
e 

fe
w

 d
a

ys
 f

o
r 

w
h

ic
h

 I
 h

ad
 f

u
ll

m
e

m
o

rie
s,

 b
u

t 
st

re
tc

h
in

g 
b

ac
k 

o
ve

r 
a 

m
u

ch
 l

o
n

ge
r 

tim
e.

 K
es

ai
ar

ch
ed

 h
er

 e
ye

b
ro

w
s 

in
 s

u
rp

ris
e.

“T
ru

ly
? 

H
o

w
 s

ad
! 

E
ve

n
 f

ie
n

d
s 

an
d

 d
ev

as
 d

re
am

, 
yo

u
 k

n
o

w
.

A
re

 y
o

u
 ce

rt
ai

n 
yo

u
 d

on
’t?

”
“Q

u
ite

 c
er

ta
in

. 
N

o
 d

re
am

s,
 a

t 
al

l.”
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K

im
asxi A

ddertongue

K
IM

A
S

X
I A

D
D

E
R

T
O

N
G

U
E

I left, going to the next room
 around the ring, w

hich w
as em

pty.
A

s I approached the next room
, a m

an entered it before I
reached the entry. I paused outside, but 

could hear 
a 

loud
w

o
m

an
’s 

vo
ice 

yell 
th

rou
gh

 
th

e 
o

p
en

 
do

o
r 

“ 
A

G
A

IN
?

! 
Y

O
U

C
L

U
E

L
E

SS D
U

N
G

 S
A

C
K

!”
I co

u
ld

 b
arely h

ear th
e m

an
’s rep

ly. “Y
es, m

istress…
”

“T
a

ke T
H

IS!!” T
h

e w
o

m
an

 said
, fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y th
e so

u
n

d o
f a

b
lo

w
.“A
n

d
 

T
H

IS!!” S
h

e said
, fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y th
e so

u
nd

 o
f an

o
th

er
b

lo
w

.“ A
N

D
 D

O
N

’T C
O

M
E B

A
C

K, Y
O

U
 P

IT
IFU

L E
X

C
U

S
E O

F A M
A

N
!!”

w
a

s yelled
.

A
n

o
th

er b
arely h

eard
 rep

ly. “T
h

an
k yo

u
…

 m
istress.”

I 
h

eard
 

fo
o

tstep
s 

ap
p

ro
ach

in
g 

th
e 

do
o

r. 
T

h
e 

gen
tlem

an
leavin

g w
as u

n
re

m
arkab

le save in
 th

at h
e h

ad
 a b

lack e
ye, as if

h
e'd

 b
een

 stru
ck in

 th
e face. H

e b
o

w
ed

 sligh
tly as I ap

p
ro

ach
ed

h
im

. “G
reetin

gs, sir.”
C

u
riou

s, I asked
 h

im
, “H

o
w

'd
 yo

u
 get th

e b
lack eye?”

H
e sm

irked
. “O

h
, th

is? A
 lo

n
g sto

ry, sir. O
n

e yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 n
ot

b
e in

terested
 in

.”
M

o
rte said

, “O
o

oh
, n

o
…

 yo
u

've 
got to

 tell u
s, n

o
w

.”
I co

n
cu

rred. “Y
es…

 p
lease, sir: d

o tell.”
T

h
e m

an
 sigh

ed
, ro

llin
g h

is eyes. “V
ery w

ell…
 b

u
t I sh

an
’t

b
e m

ad
e to

 d
ivu

lge th
e d

etails. D
esp

ite m
y earlier re

m
ark u

p
o

n
th

e tale’s len
gth

, I m
igh

t su
m

 it u
p

 in
 tw

o
 w

o
rd

s: K
im

asxi
A

d
d

erto
n

gu
e.”

“I h
ave h

eard
 th

e n
am

e…
”

“A
h

, yo
u

 h
ave n

o
t yet sp

o
ken

 to h
er, I see. I w

ill tell yo
u

 n
o

m
o

re o
f th

e m
o

st d
eligh

tfu
l treat th

at is K
im

asxi, go
o

d
 sir…

in
stead

, I w
o

u
ld

 in
sist th

at yo
u

 sp
eak to

 h
er yo

u
rself. S

h
e is on

e
o

f 
th

e 
p

ro
stitu

tes 
h

ere, 
an

d 
Lad

y 
G

race’s 
m

o
st 

fascin
atin

g
stu

d
en

t.” H
e sm

iled
 at m

e.
I w

en
t in

to
 th

e roo
m

 to
 m

eet th
e o

b
ject o

f h
is affe

ctio
n

,
w

o
n

d
erin

g if M
o

rte and
 D

ak'ko
n

 w
ere su

fficien
t p

ro
tectio

n. T
h

e
w

ild
-lo

o
kin

g tieflin
g girl m

et m
y g

aze w
ith

 an
 an

gry sco
w

l. H
er

tatto
o

ed bo
d

y w
as p

ractically n
aked

, co
vered

 b
y o

n
ly a n

arro
w

leath
er th

on
g, a b

lack clo
th

 b
rassier and

 arm
o

red
 sh

ou
ld

er p
ad

s

F
esthall L

ectures
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p
reven

t th
em

 fro
m

 e
ver h

avin
’ ta m

ake a ch
o

ice like th
at.” It

d
idn

’t escap
e m

y n
o

tice th
at h

is story w
asn

’t th
at far fro

m
 w

h
at

V
risch

ika h
ad said

.
“R

igh
t…

 th
is is th

’ last b
it, th

en
. S

o
m

e o
’ ye are S

en
sates,

so
’s I go

t o
n

e th
in

g ta say ta ye: d
o

n
’t sign

 u
p ta see ‘w

h
at th

’
p

ikin
’ B

lo
od

 W
ar is ab

ou
t.’ D

o
n

’t b
e a b

arm
y id

io
t. U

se a
sen

so
ry sto

n
e if ye go

ts ta kn
o

w
, b

u
t stay th

e ‘ells aw
a

y fro
m

an
yth

in
’ ta d

o w
ith

 th
’ B

loo
d

 W
ar fer real.”

“ ’T
is ju

st n
o

t w
o

rth
 it. ’T

is…
” F

o
r a m

o
m

en
t, a loo

k o
f

great p
ain

 cro
ssed

 th
e m

an
’s face; it loo

ked
 as if h

e w
as go

in
g

to
 w

eep
. “…

n
o

t w
o

rth it, at all. T
h

at’s th
e end

 o
’ th

is sessio
n

, so
fare

w
ell.”

T
h

e d
a

y w
as far ad

van
ced

, so
 I retreated

 to
 a ro

o
m

 at th
e

F
esth

all to rest fo
r th

e n
igh

t. A
s w

e w
alked

 to
 th

e ro
o

m
, A

n
n

ah
tu

rn
ed to F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race, w
h

o
 sh

e h
ad

 igno
red

 u
p to

 n
o

w
.

“S
o

, ho
w

 lo
n

g w
ill yeh

 b
e travelin

g w
ith

 u
s, su

ccu
bu

s?”
“A

s lo
n

g as I am
 p

erm
itted

, I su
p

po
se,” cam

e th
e rep

ly, in
Lad

y G
ra

ce’s e
ven

 vo
ice.

“W
ell, ye’re n

o
t p

erm
itted

. I d
on

’t tru
st yeh

.” T
h

ere w
as a

n
o

te o
f triu

m
p

h
 in A

n
n

ah
’s vo

ice at th
is p

etty victo
ry.
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2

F
es

th
al

l L
ec

tu
re

s

M
ay

h
ap

 I
 w

as
 a

 s
el

ls
w

o
rd

, 
an

’ ‘
ea

rd
 t

h
er

e 
w

as
 a

 li
tt

le
 ji

n
k 

ta
 b

e
m

ad
e 

in
 t

h
’ W

ar
. 

G
o

t 
m

e 
in

te
re

st
ed

…
”

“T
au

gh
t 

m
e 

a 
le

ss
o

n
, 

it 
d

id
: 

w
e’

re
 l

ik
e 

an
ts

 r
u

n
ni

n
’ 

ar
o

un
d

th
’ h

ee
ls

 o
f 

d
an

ci
n

', 
so

d
-p

ik
e 

go
d

s.
 I

 s
aw

 b
ig

 m
en

, 
w

h
o

 c
la

im
ed

ta
 b

e 
b

ig
 s

o
ld

ie
rs

…
” 

H
e 

sh
oo

k 
h

is
 h

ea
d

. “
 

P
ap

er
 s

o
ld

ie
rs

. 
W

ar
s’

a 
fu

rn
ac

e 
fe

r 
th

em
. 

M
ak

es
 t

h
e

m
 w

a
ke

 u
p

 o
r 

bu
rn

.”
I 

as
ke

d
, 

th
en

, 
h

o
w

 h
e 

h
ad

 s
u

rv
iv

ed
 t

h
e 

w
ar

. 
T

h
e 

m
an

’s
 f

a
ce

d
ar

ke
n

ed
. 

“I
…

 w
el

l, 
th

at
’s

 t
h

’ o
n

e 
th

in
g 

I w
o

n
’t 

sp
ea

k 
o

f, 
cu

tt
er

.
S

u
ffi

ce
 t

a 
sa

y 
a 

m
an

 d
o

es
 w

h
at

 ‘e
 ‘a

s 
ta

 d
o

 ta
 e

sc
ap

e 
th

e 
W

ar
.”

I 
h

ad
 h

ea
rd

 a
 h

ar
d

 s
to

ry
 o

f 
h

is
 s

u
rv

iv
al

. 
“B

u
t 

a 
w

o
m

an
n

am
ed

 V
ri

sc
h

ik
a 

to
ld

 m
e 

yo
u

 h
ad

 t
o 

m
u

rd
er

 y
o

u
r 

o
w

n
 m

en
 t

o
es

ca
p

e 
th

e 
W

ar
.”

T
h

e 
m

an
’s

 f
ac

e 
b

ec
a

m
e 

re
d

 w
ith

 a
n

ge
r.

 “
W

at
ch

 y
er

 m
o

u
th

,
cu

tt
er

! 
T

h
at

’s
 a

 l
ie

! 
F

o
u

l, 
fo

ul
 l

ie
! 

A
re

 y
e ba

rm
y,

 ja
w

in
’ 

w
ith

 a
fie

n
d

 o
ve

r 
th

’ W
ar

 a
n

d
 b

el
ie

vi
n

’ ‘
er

 e
ve

ry
 w

o
rd

 o
’ i

t?
!”

I 
si

m
p

ly
 r

ep
lie

d
, 

“W
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
ed

, 
th

en
?”

“I
'll

 t
el

l 
ye

 w
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
ed

, 
b

er
k!

” 
H

e 
si

gh
ed

 a
n

d
 c

al
m

ed
d

o
w

n
 

sl
ig

h
tly

. 
“I

 
w

a
s 

p
ar

t 
o

f 
th

’ 
C

o
m

p
an

y 
o

’ 
th

e 
B

la
zi

n
’

E
ffi

g
y…

 a
 p

ar
t 

o
f 

its
 o

ri
gi

n
al

 n
u

m
b

er
 w

as
 f

ift
y-

th
re

e 
m

o
rt

al
m

er
ce

n
ar

ie
s,

 
th

o
u

gh
 

o
n

ly
 

n
in

e 
o

’ 
u

s 
re

m
ai

n
ed

. 
C

am
p

ed
so

m
e

w
h

er
e 

in
 A

ve
rn

u
s,

 w
e 

w
er

e,
 a

w
ai

tin
’r

ei
n

fo
rc

e
m

en
ts

 f
er

 t
h

’
n

ex
t 

b
at

tle
…

”
“W

el
l, 

m
y 

to
u

r 
w

as
 n

ea
rl

y 
d

o
n

e,
 t

h
en

…
 i

n
 f

ac
t,

 I
 w

as
 t

a
le

av
e 

a
fte

r 
th

at
 b

at
tle

. 
T

h
’ t

ro
u

b
le

 w
as

, 
h

ad
 I

 d
ie

d 
th

er
e,

 I
 w

o
u

ld
‘a

ve
 b

ee
n

 t
h

ei
rs

 f
o

re
ve

r 
—

 t
o

o
 m

u
ch

 b
la

ck
n

es
s,

 t
o

o 
m

u
ch

 e
vi

l
in

 m
y 

‘e
ar

t.
 I

 w
o

u
ld

 ‘
av

e 
en

d
ed

 u
p 

a 
p

et
io

n
er

 i
n

 B
aa

to
r,

 a
n

et
er

n
al

 s
o

ld
ie

r 
in

 th
’ W

ar
.”

 H
e 

sh
u

dd
er

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
th

o
u

gh
t.

“M
e 

an
’ t

w
o

 o
th

er
 la

d
s 

fle
d

 li
ke

 d
o

gs
, 

th
at

’s
 w

h
at

 ‘a
p

p
en

ed
.

W
e 

sc
u

rr
ie

d
 a

cr
o

ss
 t

h
e 

P
la

n
e 

fe
r 

a 
h

an
d

fu
l 

o
’ 

d
ay

s 
a

fo
re

 w
e

ca
m

e 
to

 t
h

is
 g

re
at

 p
ill

ar
 o

’ 
liv

in
’ 

‘e
ad

s…
 a

n
 a

w
fu

l 
si

gh
t,

 i
t

w
a

s…
 t

h
e

y 
ja

b
b

er
ed

 a
n

’ 
h

is
se

d
 a

t 
u

s,
 c

al
lin

’ 
fe

r 
u

s 
ta

 c
o

m
e

cl
o

se
r.

 T
h

at
 n

ig
h

t 
I 

st
o

le
 a

w
a

y 
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
o

th
er

s 
an

’ 
w

en
t 

ta
 t

al
k

ta
 t

h
’ p

ill
ar

.”
 G

h
ys

is
 s

h
u

t 
h

is
 e

ye
s 

an
d

 r
ub

b
ed

 a
t 

h
is

 te
m

p
le

s.
“I

…
 I

 a
sk

ed
 t

h
is

 p
ill

ar
 ‘

o
w

 I
 m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
fr

ee
d

, 
‘o

w
 I

 m
ig

h
t

es
ca

p
e 

B
aa

to
r…

 a
n

’ 
it 

to
ld

 m
e 

in
 e

xc
h

an
ge

 f
er

 t
h

’ 
tw

o
 o

’ 
m

y
b

ro
th

er
s.

” 
H

e 
w

as
 q

u
ie

t 
fo

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t,
 b

iti
n

g 
on

 h
is

 k
n

u
ck

le
s 

as
if 

fig
h

tin
g 

b
ac

k 
te

ar
s.

 “
T

a 
m

e…
 a

t 
th

’ t
im

e…
 t

'w
as

 ju
st

 m
at

h
.”

I 
fe

lt 
su

d
d

en
 c

o
m

p
as

si
o

n
 f

o
r 

th
e 

to
rm

en
te

d
 s

o
u

l 
in

 f
ro

n
t 

o
f

m
e.

 I 
so

ftl
y 

sa
id

, 
“T

h
at

’s
 a

 t
er

rib
le

 c
h

o
ic

e 
to

 b
e 

fo
rc

ed
 t

o 
m

ak
e.

”
H

e 
n

o
dd

ed
. 

“N
o

t 
su

re
 i

f 
I'l

l 
fo

rg
iv

e 
m

's
el

f. 
N

o
w

 I
'm

 j
u

st
 a

so
ld

ie
r 

w
h

o
’s

 lo
o

ki
n

’ f
er

 a
 p

la
ce

 t
a 

d
ie

. 
T

ry
in

’ t
a 

er
as

e 
th

’ s
ta

in
o

’ 
ev

il,
 c

le
an

se
 m

y 
in

n
er

 G
h

ys
is

 a
fo

re
 I

 d
ie

 a
n

’re
tu

rn
 t

a 
th

’
B

lo
od

 W
ar

. 
I 

le
ct

u
re

 ‘
er

e 
ta

 k
ee

p
 p

eo
pl

e 
aw

a
y 

fr
o

m
 i

t 
al

l, 
ta

K
im

as
xi

 A
dd

er
to

ng
ue

20
1

th
at

 a
pp

ea
re

d 
to

 s
er

ve
 m

or
e 

as
 d

ec
or

at
io

n 
ra

th
er

 t
ha

n 
ac

tu
al

p
ro

te
ct

io
n

. 
H

er
 

sp
ik

ed
 

h
ai

r 
—

 
as

 
w

el
l 

as
 

th
e 

th
in

 
fu

r 
th

at
co

ve
re

d
 h

er
 g

o
at

-l
ik

e 
le

gs
 —

 w
as

 b
ra

ss
y 

w
h

ite
, 

an
d

 n
u

m
er

o
u

s
si

lv
er

 r
in

gs
 d

an
gl

ed
 f

ro
m

 h
er

 e
ar

s,
 n

o
st

ri
ls

, 
lip

s 
an

d
 b

ro
w

. 
S

h
e

w
o

re
 a

 l
ea

th
er

 c
o

lla
r 

ar
o

u
nd

 
h

er
 t

h
ro

at
 

w
ith

 
th

e 
in

sc
rip

tio
n

“K
im

as
xi

 A
d

d
er

to
n

gu
e.

” 
T

o
 m

y 
gr

ee
tin

g 
K

im
a

sx
i 

b
ar

ed
 h

er
te

et
h

 a
t 

m
e.

“A
n

d
 j

u
st

 w
h

at
 a

re
 yo

u 
lo

o
ki

n
g 

at
, 

yo
u

 b
an

ge
d

-u
p 

so
d

?”
M

o
rt

e 
re

p
lie

d
 fo

r 
m

e.
“M

y 
fr

ie
n

d
 t

h
ou

gh
t 

yo
u

 w
er

e 
at

tr
ac

tiv
e,

 b
u

t 
w

ho
ah

! 
w

as
 h

e
ev

er
 h

o
rr

ib
ly

 m
is

ta
ke

n
!”

 S
h

e 
sn

ee
re

d
 a

t 
M

o
rt

e,
 t

h
en

 l
o

o
ke

d
b

el
o

w
 h

im
, 

w
h

er
e 

a 
b

o
d

y 
w

o
u

ld
 n

or
m

al
ly

 b
e.

“S
h

ar
p

 to
n

gu
e…

 fo
r 

a 
st

em
le

ss
 d

ea
d

er
.”

 M
o

rt
e 

ke
p

t 
at

 it
.

“L
ik

e 
I'd

 l
et

 m
in

e 
an

yw
h

er
e 

n
ea

r 
if 

I 
h

ad
 o

n
e!

 W
h

at
, 

d
id

yo
u

 h
ea

r 
th

e 
w

o
rd

 ‘b
ro

th
el

’ a
n

d
 th

in
k 

yo
u

 c
o

u
ld

 m
ak

e 
so

m
e 

jin
k

h
er

e,
 

yo
u

 
fle

a-
b

itt
en

 
gu

tt
er

-w
h

o
re

? 
H

ah
! 

C
an

’t 
b

el
ie

ve
 

th
e

y
ev

en
 l

et
 y

o
u

 i
n 

th
e 

d
oo

r,
 w

h
at

 w
ith

 a
ll 

th
o

se
 t

ic
ks

 h
op

p
in

g 
o

ff
yo

u
r 

sh
ag

g
y 

le
gs

!”
“T

ic
ks

?
! 

T
h

e 
o

n
ly

 a
n

n
o

yi
n

g 
in

se
ct

 a
ro

u
nd

 h
er

e 
is

 
yo

u!
” 

S
h

e
su

d
d

en
ly

 t
u

rn
ed

 to
 m

e.
 “

H
e

y!
 Y

o
u

 h
er

e 
to

 t
al

k 
to

 m
e,

 o
r 

w
h

at
?”

“ 
‘O

r 
w

h
at

?’
 W

h
at

 e
ls

e 
ca

n
 I

 d
o

 w
ith

 y
o

u
?”

 I
 a

sk
ed

, 
am

u
se

d
b

y 
h

er
 in

ve
n

tiv
e 

in
ve

ct
iv

e.
“W

h
at

 d
id

 y
o

u
 h

av
e 

in
 m

in
d

, 
yo

u
 s

o
dd

in
g 

ja
w

b
o

x?
 G

o
ah

ea
d

; 
gi

ve
 m

e 
a 

re
a

so
n

 t
o 

sa
y 

‘n
o

’ t
o

 y
o

u
.”

“W
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 u
su

al
ly

 d
o

 fo
r 

p
at

ro
n

s?
”

“I
'm

 a
 p

ra
ct

iti
o

n
er

 o
f 

ab
u

se
.”

 I
 w

o
n

d
er

ed
 h

o
w

 l
ite

ra
lly

 t
o

ta
ke

 t
h

at
.

“W
h

at
’s

 t
h

at
 m

e
an

?”
“I

'll
 s

h
o

w
 y

o
u

.”
 H

er
 h

an
d 

la
sh

ed
 o

u
t 

to
 s

la
p

 m
y 

fa
ce

, 
b

u
t 

I
m

an
ag

ed
 t

o
 b

ar
el

y 
d

o
d

ge
 t

h
e 

b
lo

w
. 

K
im

a
sx

i 
p

o
u

te
d 

vi
si

b
ly

,
th

en
 s

co
w

le
d

. 
“O

h
, 

w
el

l.”
“I

 
w

o
u

ld
'v

e 
th

o
u

gh
t 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

h
al

f-
an

im
al

 
w

o
u

ld
 

h
av

e
fa

st
er

 r
e

fle
xe

s.
” 

I 
n

o
te

d
, 

w
ill

in
g 

to
 m

at
ch

 h
er

 i
n

su
lts

. 
S

h
e 

ga
ve

m
e 

a 
sk

ep
tic

al
 lo

o
k.

“Y
o

u
 

ca
n

 t
hi

nk
? 

H
uh

. 
Y

o
u

 
kn

o
w

, I
 

w
o

u
ld

'v
e 

th
ou

gh
t

so
m

et
h

in
g 

h
al

f-
zo

m
b

ie
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e sl
ow

er
 r

ef
le

xe
s.

”
“W

el
l y

o
u

 t
h

ou
gh

t 
w

ro
n

g…
 I

 im
ag

in
e 

it 
h

ap
p

en
s 

a 
lo

t.”
“Y

o
u

 m
u

st
 i

m
ag

in
e 

a 
lo

t:
 i

m
ag

in
e 

yo
u

’r
e 

n
o

t 
so

 t
h

ri
ce

-
d

am
n

ed
 h

id
eo

u
s,

 im
ag

in
e 

w
o

m
en

 t
ak

e 
yo

u
 s

er
io

u
sl

y…
 a

n
d

 s
to

p
st

ar
in

g 
at

 m
y 

b
re

a
st

s!
” 

H
er

 l
as

t 
w

o
rd

s 
ca

m
e 

as
 a

 s
u

rp
ris

e 
—

b
ec

au
se

 I
 w

as
n

’t.
 I

 w
a

s 
m

o
m

en
ta

ril
y 

co
n

fu
se

d
, 

tr
yi

n
g 

to
 f

in
d

so
m

e 
h

id
d

en
 m

ea
n

in
g 

b
eh

in
d

 h
er

 w
o

rd
s.

“W
h

at
 a

re
 y

o
u

 t
al

ki
n

g 
ab

o
u

t?
”
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K

im
asxi A

ddertongue

“O
h

, 
su

re; 
yo

u
 

w
eren

’t 
lo

o
kin

g, 
h

uh
? 

Y
ou

 
hu

lkin
g,

lech
ero

u
s co

rp
se…

 w
h

at’s th
e m

atter w
ith

 yo
u

? H
aven

’t yo
u

even
 seen

 a p
air o

f teats b
efo

re?” S
m

ilin
g sligh

tly at m
y o

w
n

o
ver-an

alysis, I rep
lied

 to
 h

er in
su

lt.
“Is that w

h
at tho

se are? I figu
red

 th
em

 fo
r so

m
e so

rt o
f tin

y,
kn

o
b

b
y can

cero
u

s gro
w

th
s.” S

h
e raised

 an eyeb
ro

w
.

“Lo
o

k, if yo
u

 can
’t id

en
tify a p

air o
f b

reasts as n
ice as m

in
e,

yo
u

 obviously h
aven

’t 
sp

ent 
m

u
ch

 
tim

e 
in

 
th

e 
co

m
p

an
y 

o
f

w
o

m
en

…
”

“A
re yo

u
 im

p
lyin

g th
at yo

u
’re fem

a
le? Isn

’t th
at stretch

in
g

th
e d

efin
ition

?”
K

im
asxi 

lo
o

ked
 

at 
a 

lo
ss 

fo
r 

so
m

eth
in

g 
to

 
say. 

F
o

r 
an

in
stan

t, a sm
ile th

reaten
ed

 to
 crack th

e grim
a

cin
g m

ask o
f h

er
fa

ce —
 th

en
 sh

e b
eca

m
e m

o
re o

f a b
asilisk th

an
 ever. “A

ll righ
t,

w
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 w
an

t o
f m

e?
”

I 
q

u
estio

n
ed 

h
er 

abo
u

t 
th

e 
m

issin
g 

item
s, 

b
u

t 
sh

e 
h

ad
n

o
th

in
g to

 add
. I d

id
 w

o
n

d
er abo

u
t on

e thin
g, th

ou
gh

, w
h

ich
 I

th
ou

gh
t M

o
rte m

igh
t ap

p
reciate, altho

u
gh

 I m
igh

t later regret it.
“S

a
y…

 can
 yo

u
 teach

 M
o

rte h
ere to

 b
e m

o
re ab

u
sive?” S

h
e

raised
 h

er eyeb
ro

w
s.

“N
o

w
 th

a
t’s an

 un
u

su
al requ

est. I d
on

’t kn
o

w
, it seem

s
p

retty fo
u

l-m
o

u
th

ed
 alread

y…
”

M
o

rte 
b

ro
ke 

in
. 

“H
e! 

T
h

at’s 
‘H

E
 

seem
s 

p
retty 

fo
u

l-
m

o
u

th
ed

,’ K
im

asxi ‘B
lad

d
erd

u
n

g'…
 yo

u
 scru

ffy, go
at-g

a
m

m
ed

h
arlo

t!”
“Y

o
u

 w
ish yo

u
 h

ad
 legs like m

in
e, yo

u
 p

itifu
l w

retch
 o

f a
b

o
n

e-b
o

x! 
I 

can
 

w
alk, 

ru
n

, 
d

an
ce…

 
w

h
at 

d
o 

yo
u

 
d

o
? 

B
o

b
aro

u
nd

 w
ish

in
g yo

u
 had a p

air, go
at’s o

r o
th

erw
ise

!”
T

h
e tw

o
 o

f th
e

m
 laid

 in
to

 on
e an

o
th

er, exch
an

gin
g b

arb
ed

,
b

listerin
g in

su
lts and

 clash
in

g w
ith

 razo
r-ed

ged
 ton

gu
es…

A
t last th

e tw
o

 sto
p

p
ed th

eir b
ickerin

g, an
d eerie silen

ce
settled

 o
ver th

em
 as th

e
y e

yed
 o

n
e ano

th
er h

atefu
lly. F

in
ally,

th
e tieflin

g m
ad

e a gru
d

gin
g ad

m
issio

n
 to

 M
o

rte: “Y
o

u
’re n

o
t

b
ad

, really. N
o

t b
ad at all.”

“B
etter th

an
 yo

u
, p

erh
ap

s?” M
o

rte w
aggled

 h
is e

yes at h
er.

“E
h

? E
h

?”
K

im
asxi n

arro
w

ed
 h

er eye
s at M

o
rte. “D

o
n

’t pu
sh

 it, 
skull.”

“I w
o

n
’t, tiefling. I w

ill ad
m

it I m
igh

t h
ave learn

ed
 a th

in
g

o
r tw

o
, tho

u
gh

…
”

K
im

asxi tu
rn

ed
 to m

e. “S
o

 w
as th

at all yo
u

 w
an

ted
? I'm

 n
o

t
sp

en
d

in
g an

y m
o

re tim
e n

ear yo
u

 th
an

 I h
ave to

.”
It w

as tim
e to

 m
o

ve o
n

. “I feel th
e sam

e w
a

y. F
are

w
ell.”

F
esthall L

ectures
251

th
at lead

s yo
u

r ragged
 co

lu
m

n
. I w

o
u

ld
 sp

eak w
ith

 h
im

.” …
an

d
th

at is all I co
u

ld
 recall.

G
h

ysis h
ad

 n
o

ticed
 I h

ad fad
ed

 o
u

t, askin
g, “C

u
tter? Y

e
fe

elin
’ all righ

t, th
ere?”

I assu
red

 h
im

 I w
as 

fin
e, an

d
 

d
eflected

 
h

is 
con

cern
 

b
y

askin
g if th

e fien
d

s recru
ited

 o
ften

. H
e n

od
d

ed
 grim

ly. “Y
e can

b
e su

re o
’ th

at. S
igil’s th

’ b
est so

u
rce o

’ fod
d

er on
 th’ P

lan
es.

B
eats m

ilkin
’ p

lan
ets o

’ all th
eir p

rim
e in

h
ab

itan
ts…

 to
o

 m
u

ch
w

o
rk.”
I asked

 if h
e h

ad
 an

y o
th

er ad
vice o

n
 su

rvivin
g th

e W
ar.

“A
ye: w

h
atever ye d

o
es, d

o
n’t 
talk ab

ou
t th

’ B
lo

od
 W

ar w
ith

any fien
d

…
 o

r an
y d

eva o
r arch

o
n

 fer th
at m

atter. Ju
st do

n
’t talk

ab
o

u
t it, p

eriod
, ‘cau

se ye n
ever kn

o
w

 w
h

o
 in

 th
e ‘ells ye’re

really ch
attin

’ w
ith

. A
n

d
 all o

’ th
em

 g
et m

igh
ty to

u
ch

y w
h

en
 ye

b
rin

g up
 th

’ W
ar. It’s th

eir reaso
n

 fer livin
'.”

“D
o

n
’t go

 th
rou

gh
 an

y p
o

rtal u
nless ye’re p

ikin
’ su

re ye
kn

o
w

 w
h

ere it go
es. M

ayb
e ye ‘aven

’t ‘eard
 tales o

’ clu
eless

p
lan

esw
alkers step

p
in

’ th
rou

gh
 a po

rtal an
’ en

d
in

’ u
p

 sm
ack-

d
ab

 in
 th

e m
id

d
le o

’ a B
lo

od
 W

ar skirm
ish

. K
n

o
w

 w
h

y ye
‘aven

’t ‘eard
 o

’ th
em

? ‘C
au

se th
o

se so
d

s are d
ead

, d
ead

, 
dead.”

“A
n

’ w
h

atever ye d
o

es, n
ever sign

 o
n

 fer a to
u

r o
’ d

uty, n
o

m
atter ‘o

w
 m

u
ch

 jin
k th

ey flash
 in

 yer m
u

g. C
ertain

 d
eath

 an
’

sign
in

’ on
 fer a to

u
r in

 th
’ B

lo
od

 W
ar are th

’ sam
e th

in
g,

cu
tter.”
“C

h
an

ces are w
h

en
 ye sign

 u
p

, th
ey p

eel ye so
 yer to

u
r o

’
d

u
ty is ‘til tim

e itself grin
d

s ta a ‘alt. E
ven

 d
eath

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t b

e a
release, 

‘cau
se 

th
en

 
ye 

sin
k 

in
ta 

th
’ 

Lo
w

er 
P

lan
es 

an
’ 

get
d

red
ged

 b
ack u

p as so
m

eth
in

’ w
o

rse'n
 ye w

ere b
efo

re. T
h

en
th

ey go
t th

eir talo
n

s o
n ye fer all etern

ity.”
I asked

 h
o

w
 o

n
e co

uld
 get ou

t o
f a co

n
tract. “U

n
less th

ey
d

o
n’t w

an
t ye, ye d

o
n

’t ‘ave m
u

ch
 ch

an
ce. I n

ever h
eard

 o
’ it

b
ein

’ d
on

e w
ith

 m
ean

-sp
irited

 recru
its, o

r so
m

eb
o

d
y th

e
y really

w
an

ted
 ta keep

 th
eir talo

n
s o

n. O
u

tw
ittin

’ a tan
ar’ri is risky b

u
t

can
 b

e do
n

e…
 th

e b
aatezu

 are m
u

ch
 m

o
re d

an
gero

u
s w

ith
 th

eir
co

n
tracts. Y

e sign
 on

e o
’ tho

se, ye’re d
a

m
m

ed
 fer life…

”
“Y

e m
igh

t try a little garn
ish

, try an
’ d

aw
b

 th
em

, an
’ th

ey
m

igh
t let ye m

ake a ru
n

 fo
r it…

 b
ut w

h
ere w

o
u

ld
 ye go

? T
h

ere
are so

 m
an

y ‘ells…
”

I q
u

estio
n

ed ho
w

 o
n

e go
t hired

 in
to th

e B
lo

od
 W

ar. H
e

rep
lied

, 
“Y

e 
kn

o
w

, 
every 

o
n

ce-a-w
h

en
 

so
m

e 
leath

er-h
ead

ed
b

erk co
m

e
s ‘ro

u
nd

 askin
’ abo

u
t a job

 in th
’ B

loo
d W

ar. T
h

e
y

w
an

t so
m

e jin
k, th

ey w
an

t a q
u

ick stin
t an

’ th
en

 ta get alon
g

w
ith

 
th

eir 
lives. 

M
ayh

ap
 

I 
w

as 
o

n
e 

o
’ 

th
ese 

leath
erh

ead
s.



25
0

F
es

th
al

l L
ec

tu
re

s

st
re

et
s…

 t
o

o
 m

u
ch

. 
S

o
 a

s 
n

eu
tr

al
 g

ro
un

d
, 

S
ig

il 
al

lo
w

s 
th

em
 t

a
ra

tt
le

 
th

ei
r 

bo
n

e-
b

o
xe

s 
w

ith
o

u
t 

tr
yi

n
’ 

ta
 

m
u

rd
er

 
ea

ch
 

o
th

er
.

S
o

m
et

im
es

 t
h

e
y'

ll 
ch

at
 i

t 
up

 w
ith

 e
ac

h
 o

th
er

 ‘
er

e.
 T

h
e 

p
ea

ce
d

o
n’

t 
st

ay
 t

h
at

 w
a

y 
fe

r 
lo

n
g,

 t
ho

u
gh

…
”

“A
ls

o
, 

ju
st

 ‘c
au

se
 t

h
ey

 c
an

’t 
b

u
tc

h
er

 e
ac

h
 o

th
er

 in
 t

h
’ s

tr
ee

ts
d

o
n’

t 
m

ea
n

s 
sp

ie
s,

 r
ec

ru
itm

en
t 

an
’ 

b
ac

k-
st

ab
b

in
’ 

d
on

’t 
st

ill
 g

o
o

n
 ‘e

re
. 

T
h

ey
 f

ig
h

t 
b

at
tle

s 
w

ith
 li

es
 a

n
’ w

o
rd

s,
 b

er
k.

 S
o

m
et

im
es

’ti
s 

al
l 

in
 t

h
’ b

lu
st

er
 a

n
’ 

b
la

th
er

. 
A

n
’ 

th
er

e’
s 

sa
fe

 h
o

u
se

s 
ab

ou
t,

to
o

. 
P

la
ce

s 
w

h
er

e 
th

e
y 

ca
n

 
co

o
l 

th
ei

r 
ta

lo
n

s 
af

o
re

 
th

’ 
n

ex
t

sk
ir

m
is

h
…

”
“A

n
’ t

h
e

y 
lik

e 
ta

 r
ec

ru
it 

‘e
re

, 
to

o
. 

Lo
o

ki
n

’ f
er

 b
o

ys
 f

re
sh

 o
ff

th
’ 

P
la

n
es

 w
ith

 a
 l

itt
le

 g
re

ed
 i

n 
th

ei
r 

‘e
ar

ts
 t

h
at

 t
h

ey
 c

an
 m

ak
e

p
ar

t 
o

’ 
th

ei
r 

gl
o

rio
u

s 
ar

m
y.

” 
H

e 
st

o
p

p
ed

 
sp

ea
ki

n
g 

to
 

p
ee

r
cl

o
se

ly
 a

t 
m

e.
 “

M
a

yh
ap

 t
h

ey
 r

ec
ru

ite
d

 y
e 

o
n

ce
, 

eh
, 

cu
tt

er
? 

Y
e

lo
o

k 
lik

e 
ye

'v
e 

ta
st

ed
 t

h
’ W

ar
.”

“P
er

h
ap

s.
” 

I r
ep

lie
d 

no
n

co
m

m
itt

al
ly

.
“T

h
e 

W
ar

 l
ea

ve
s 

a 
sc

ar
 o

n
 y

e,
 c

u
tt

er
. 

Y
e'

d
 

kn
ow

. 
A

n
d 

ye
'd

kn
o

w
 y

e 
ne

ve
r 

w
an

t 
ta

 g
o

 b
ac

k.
” 

M
y 

te
m

p
le

s 
b

eg
in

 t
o

 t
h

ro
b

p
ai

n
fu

lly
 a

s 
I 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

 t
h

e 
m

an
’s

 w
o

rd
s…

 a
 m

e
m

o
ry

 b
e

ga
n

 t
o

su
rf

ac
e…

T
h

e 
le

ct
u

re
 h

al
l 

b
eg

an
 t

o 
fa

d
e 

fr
o

m
 v

ie
w

 a
s 

te
rr

ib
le

 v
is

io
n

s
b

eg
an

 t
o

 s
ee

p
 u

p
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
b

as
e 

o
f 

m
y 

m
in

d
…

 v
is

io
n

s 
o

f 
a 

p
la

ce
w

h
er

e 
se

as
o

n
s 

w
er

e 
lik

e 
n

o
th

in
g 

I'd
 e

ve
r 

fe
lt,

 o
r 

h
ea

rd
, 

o
r 

tr
ie

d
to

 s
hu

t 
o

u
t. 

A
 p

la
ce

 w
h

er
e 

p
ra

ye
rs

 w
en

t 
u

n
h

ea
rd

, 
fa

lli
n

g 
lik

e
st

o
n

es
 

to
 

th
e 

ea
rt

h
…

 
ve

in
-c

o
lo

re
d

 
lig

h
tn

in
g 

fla
sh

ed
 

ac
ro

ss
th

in
gs

 t
h

at
 w

er
e 

o
n

ce
 s

ky
, 

b
u

t 
no

w
 b

o
ile

d
 b

en
ea

th
 m

y 
fe

et
 a

n
d

sc
re

a
m

ed
 w

h
en

 I 
b

ru
sh

ed
 a

ga
in

st
 t

h
em

…
I 

ra
n

 a
t 

th
e 

h
ea

d
 o

f 
a 

la
rg

e 
b

an
d

 o
f 

m
en

, 
p

as
si

n
g 

th
ro

u
gh

d
ar

k 
ca

n
yo

n
s 

w
h

er
e 

th
e 

w
al

ls
 q

u
iv

er
ed

 m
o

is
tly

 a
n

d
 b

ea
t 

lik
e 

a
h

ea
rt

, 
w

ea
ri

n
g 

o
n

ly
 m

y 
o

w
n

 b
lo

o
d 

as
 c

lo
th

in
g.

 A
t 

la
st

 I
 s

to
od

 in
a 

p
la

ce
 w

h
er

e 
th

e 
as

h
en

 g
ra

y 
te

rr
ai

n
 s

lit
h

er
ed

 l
ik

e 
a 

m
a

ss
 o

f
sn

ak
es

, 
co

ili
n

g 
ar

o
un

d
 m

y 
an

kl
es

 a
n

d
 w

h
is

p
er

in
g 

m
y 

ev
il 

to
 t

h
e

ea
rt

h
. 

I 
m

ar
ch

ed
 e

n
d

le
ss

ly
, 

si
le

n
tly

, 
th

ro
u

gh
 t

hi
s 

co
lo

rl
es

s 
la

n
d

,
w

h
er

e 
fa

tig
u

e 
se

e
m

ed
 t

o
 

li
ve

 a
n

d
 h

un
t 

m
e 

lik
e 

a 
sh

ad
e 

o
ve

r 
th

e
w

a
st

es
, 

w
h

ip
p

in
g 

m
e 

w
ith

 d
es

p
ai

r…
In

 t
im

e,
 I

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

ra
gg

ed
 m

en
 w

h
o

 f
o

llo
w

ed
 m

e 
ca

m
e 

u
p

o
n

a 
h

ag
 s

itt
in

g 
up

on
 a

 m
o

u
n

d 
o

f 
gi

ga
n

tic
, 

w
ri

th
in

g 
la

rv
ae

, 
p

o
ki

n
g

at
 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
sl

im
e-

co
ve

re
d

 
th

in
gs

 
w

ith
 

a 
b

ro
ke

n
 

ta
lo

n
. 

I
in

d
ic

at
ed

 f
o

r 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

m
en

 t
o

 r
u

n 
fo

rw
ar

d
 a

n
d

 s
p

ea
k 

w
ith

 h
er

;
th

e 
h

ag
’s

 g
ra

tin
g 

vo
ic

e 
ca

rr
ie

d
 t

o
 m

y 
ea

rs
…

“I
 w

o
u

ld
 s

p
ea

k 
w

ith
 h

im
,”

 s
h

e 
sa

id
, 

th
en

 c
ac

kl
ed

. 
H

er
 e

ye
s

gl
ea

m
ed

 a
s 

sh
e 

p
o

in
te

d
 m

e 
o

u
t 

to
 t

h
e 

m
an

. 
“T

h
e 

h
an

d
so

m
e 

o
n

e

K
im

as
xi

 A
dd

er
to

ng
ue

20
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K
im

as
xi

 c
al

le
d

 o
u

t 
as

 w
e 

le
ft 

th
e 

ro
o

m
, 

“W
h

y 
d

o
n

’t 
yo

u
 g

o
w

an
d

er
 a

ro
u

n
d

 B
aa

to
r 

a 
b

it,
 y

o
u

 m
ea

n
d

er
in

g 
ar

se
.”

 I
 v

er
y 

m
u

ch
d

o
ub

te
d 

th
er

e 
w

as
 a

n
y 

ch
an

ce
 I 

w
o

u
ld

 e
n

d 
up

 in
 B

aa
to

r.
A

n
n

ah
 r

ej
o

in
ed

 u
s 

af
te

r 
w

e 
le

ft 
th

e 
ro

o
m

, 
al

th
ou

gh
 s

h
e 

w
as

si
le

n
t 

an
d 

ke
p

t 
gi

vi
n

g 
m

e 
ve

n
o

m
o

u
s 

lo
o

ks
.
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D

olora

D
O

LO
R

A

I w
alked over to the center of the structure, w

here benches and
tables 

w
ere 

placed 
around 

a 
large 

tree, 
w

ondering 
if 

any
prostitutes I had m

issed m
ight not be here.

I im
m

ediately noticed three curious beings. T
he strange,

cubic creatures seem
ed to be as m

uch m
achine as organic. A

s I
approached one of the things, it silently stared at m

e w
ith w

ide,
u

n
blin

kin
g eyes. Its face h

ad
n

’t th
e slightest trace o

f e
m

o
tio

n
 o

n
it.

M
o

rte co
m

p
lain

ed
, “C

’m
o

n
, ch

ief! W
e’re in

 a bu
ildin

g fu
ll

o
f so

m
e o

f th
e sexiest ch

its th
is sid

e o
f th

e m
u

ltiverse an
d

yo
u

’re sto
p

p
in

g to
 talk to

 modrons?”
“W

h
at can

 yo
u

 tell m
e ab

o
u

t th
em

, M
o

rt
e?” M

o
rte m

ad
e a

n
o

ise o
f u

tter d
isgu

st.
“W

h
at’s th

ere to
 say? A

n
n

o
yin

g little clo
ck-w

o
rk p

ests…
th

ey’re 
alw

a
ys 

w
o

rkin
g 

to
 

im
p

o
se 

la
w

 
an

d
 

o
rd

er 
u

po
n 

th
e

m
u

ltiverse. N
o

t good, m
in

d
 yo

u
…

 ju
st law

. Let’s just fo
rget

ab
o

u
t ‘em

 an
d

 go
 ch

at up
 th

e lad
ies, eh

?”
“M

y 
ap

o
lo

gies, 
M

o
rte, 

bu
t 

I'm
 

talkin
g 

to
 

th
e 

m
o

d
ron

.”
M

o
rte sigh

ed
 lou

d
ly.

“F
in

e, w
h

atever —
 b

u
t do

n
’t say I d

id
n

’t w
arn

 yo
u

. Y
ou

p
rob

ab
ly w

o
n

’t get an
yw

h
ere w

ith
 ‘em

 th
o

u
gh

, ch
ief…

 th
ey’re

an
 o

dd
 lo

t to
 talk to

.”
I greeted

 th
e m

o
d

ro
n

. Its vo
ice h

ad a m
etallic, reverb

eratin
g

q
u

ality to
 it, as if it w

ere m
o

re a so
u

n
d

 p
layed

 o
u

t on
 so

m
e

w
arp

ed
 m

u
sical in

stru
m

en
t th

an
 tru

e sp
eech

:
“Y

o
u

r greetin
g is retu

rn
ed

.” T
h

ere w
as a so

ft 
click as th

e
creatu

re b
lin

ked
. A

n
 aw

kw
ard

 silen
ce h

un
g in

 th
e air b

etw
een

th
e tw

o
 o

f u
s. B

efo
re I co

u
ld

 con
tin

u
e, it said

, “Id
en

tify yo
u

rself
to

 u
s.”
I w

as te
m

p
ted

 to
 rep

ly A
d

ah
n

, b
u

t d
id

 no
t care to fin

d
 h

im
p

o
pp

in
g o

ut o
f an

y m
o

re co
rn

ers. In
stead

, I settled
 fo

r th
e tru

th
.

“I'm
 n

o
t su

re w
h

o
 I am

.”
T

h
e m

o
d

ro
n bo

red
 o

n
, “W

e w
o

u
ld

 kno
w

 w
h

y th
is is so

.”
“I d

o
n

’t kn
o

w
, m

yself. I ju
st can

’t rem
e

m
b

er.”
“A

ll 
th

in
gs 

sh
o

u
ld

 
h

ave 
a 

n
am

e; 
all 

th
in

gs 
sho

u
ld

 
b

e
id

en
tified

. W
e fin

d
 yo

u
r an

sw
er u

n
satisfa

cto
ry, b

u
t it sh

all h
ave

to
 su

ffice fo
r th

e p
resen

t.” T
h

e creatu
re p

au
sed

 an
d

 b
lin

ked
 at

F
esthall L

ectures
249

d
rag th

em
 in

ta th
’ A

b
yss.” H

e n
o

d
d

ed
 to F

all-F
ro

m
-G

r
ace. “N

o
o

ffen
se, m

'lad
y.”

S
h

e rep
lied, “N

on
e taken

. Y
o

u are q
u

ite co
rrect.”

I asked
 h

o
w

 o
n

e su
rvived

 th
e B

lo
od

 W
ar. “Y

e w
an

n
a kn

o
w

‘o
w

 ta su
rvive th

’ B
lo

od
 W

ar? T
h

ree th
in

gs, cu
tter:” H

e h
eld up

a m
aim

ed
 h

an
d

 w
ith

 on
ly tw

o
 fin

g
ers.

“F
irst o

ff, ye sta
y th

’ p
ike o

ut o
’ it. S

eco
nd

ly, keep
 yerself

th
’ pikin

’ ’ells o
u

t o
’ it. A

n
’ lastly…

 ye sta
y th

e b
loo

d
y, p

ikin
’

so
d

-p
ike ou

t o
’ it.”

“If an
y p

art o
’ th

’ W
ar ro

lls yer w
a

y, let yer im
a

gin
atio

n
give yer b

u
m

 a kick an
’ ru

n
 as far an

’ fast as ye can
. If ye can

’t
ru

n
, th

en lies really still an
’ p

ray it p
asses ye b

y.” H
e p

au
sed

 fo
r

a m
o

m
en

t. “ ‘C
ep

t, th
ere’s no

 place it d
on

’t tou
ch

 an
’ th

ere’s
alm

o
st n

o
w

h
eres ye can

 ru
n

 ta get aw
a

y fro
m

 it.”
I asked

 w
h

y th
e W

ar w
asn

’t b
ein

g fo
u

gh
t in

 S
igil, to w

h
ich

h
e said

, “A
w

, n
o

w
, cu

tter, lo
o

k: they ‘a
ve fo

u
gh

t h
ere…

 a few
tim

e
s. S

o
m

etim
es w

e get a lil’ sp
illo

ver fro
m

 th
e B

lo
o

d W
ar.

O
u

r Lad
y o

f P
ain

, b
less ‘er steel-ridd

en
 h

eart, 
pu

ts 
ou

t 
th

’
fires…

”
“…

 
som

e o
’ th

’ tim
e.” H

e sn
eered

. “T
h

ere’s b
een

 tim
es,

so
m

e 
h

o
rrifyin

’ 
d

rizzle-o
n

-yerself-ye
’re-so

-so
d

dd
in

'-scared
-

tim
e

s, w
h

en
 th

ey've sm
ash

ed
 an

’ b
u

rn
t an

’ claw
ed

 th
eir w

a
y

th
rou

gh
 w

h
o

le sod
d

in
’ city b

lo
cks in

 S
igil afo

re sh
e d

ecid
es ta

clean
 h

ou
se.” H

e clu
cked

 h
is ton

gu
e and

 w
in

ked
 cyn

ically. “S
o

sh
e ain

’t alw
a

ys as keen
 o

n
 stop

p
in’ th

e B
loo

d W
ar as it m

igh
t

see
m

, see
?”

“W
h

y d
o

n
’t th

e fien
d

s ju
st take S

igil?” I asked
.

H
e lau

gh
ed

, bu
t it turn

ed
 in

to
 a sp

utterin
g co

u
gh

. “D
on

’t get
m

e w
ro

n
g n

o
w

: b
oth

 th
’ tan

ar’ri an
’ th

’ b
aatezu

 w
an

t S
igil

fierce. 
’T

is 
th

’ 
m

o
st 

p
recio

u
s 

stagin
’ 

gro
un

d 
in

 
th

’ 
p

ikin
’

m
u

ltiverse 
—

 
th

’ 
C

age 
is 

th
’ 

C
ity 

o
’ 

D
oo

rs 
an

’ 
con

n
ects

everyw
here. Y

e can
’t ign

o
re it, an

’ if ye’re servin
’ in

 th
’ B

lo
od

W
ar an

’ w
an

n
a w

in
, ye gotta h

ave it.” T
h

e m
an

 co
u

gh
ed

 again
.

“ ’T
is ju

st th
’ fien

d
s aren

’t go
in

’ ta get it w
h

ile th
’ Lad

y’s in
ch

arge, ’tis all. S
h

e’s to
u

gh as n
ails, ‘er b

lad
es'll cu

t ye d
eep

er
th

an
 an

y fien
d

’s fan
g. A

n
’ th

at kn
o

ts th
’ fien

d
s’ stem

s like ye
w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
b

elieve. 
O

n
e 

qu
iet 

Lad
y, 

‘er 
‘an

d
s 

tu
cked

 
in

 
‘er

sleeve
s, ‘o

ld
in

’ b
ack th

’ B
loo

d
 W

ar all b
y ‘erself.” H

e lau
gh

ed
b

itterly.
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race co
m

m
en

ted
 in

 a lo
w

 vo
ice to

 m
e, “I 
d

o
n

’t
fin

d
 it h

ard
 to

 b
elieve th

at a w
o

m
an

 can
 sto

p
 th

e B
loo

d W
ar.”

I n
o

ted
 th

at fien
d

s w
ere still allo

w
ed

 in
 S

igil, to
 w

h
ich

G
h

ysis rep
lied

, “O
h

, d
am

n
ab

ly certain
. T

h
e

y can
’t b

raw
l in

 th
’
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F
es

th
al

l L
ec

tu
re

s

T
o 

m
y 

qu
es

ti
on

 
w

he
re

 
th

e 
B

lo
od

 
W

ar
 

w
as

 
fo

ug
ht

, 
he

re
sp

o
nd

ed
 

“P
le

nt
y 

o
’ 

p
la

ce
s…

 us
ua

ll
y 

th
’ 

Lo
w

er
 

P
la

n
es

.
A

n
yw

h
er

e 
al

o
n

g 
th

’ R
iv

er
 S

ty
x…

 t
h

e 
n

in
e 

la
ye

rs
 o

’ 
B

aa
to

r,
 t

h
’

fo
u

r 
fu

rn
ac

es
 o

’ G
eh

en
n

a,
 t

h
e 

G
ra

y 
W

as
te

, 
co

ld
, 

re
d

 C
ar

ce
ri 

—
th

e 
p

ri
so

n
 p

la
n

e 
—

 a
n

’ t
h

e 
p

ik
in

’ n
ea

r-
en

d
le

ss
 w

el
l o

’ e
vi

l t
h

at
’s

th
’ 

A
b

ys
s.

” 
S

o
m

eh
o

w
, 

th
e 

G
ra

y 
W

as
te

 
so

u
n

d
ed

 
fa

m
ili

ar
 

to
m

e…
H

e 
d

es
cr

ib
ed

 t
h

e 
G

ra
y 

W
as

te
 i

n
 m

o
re

 d
et

ai
l 

at
 m

y 
re

q
u

es
t.

“A
ls

o
 c

al
le

d
 t

h
’ 

‘G
lo

o
m

s.
’ 

“ 
H

e 
sh

ru
gg

ed
, 

th
en

 s
h

iv
er

ed
, 

as
 i

f
b

y 
re

fle
x.

 “
G

ra
y 

in
 e

ve
ry

 s
en

se
 o

’ 
th

’ 
w

o
rd

. 
C

o
lo

rs
 b

ur
n

 y
er

e
ye

s 
th

er
e;

 t
h

e
y 

sh
o

u
t, 

ar
e 

to
o 

lo
u

d,
 a

n
d 

ye
r 

d
re

a
m

s 
ar

e 
p

u
lle

d
 t

a
th

’ s
u

rf
ac

e 
an

’ p
ou

re
d

 o
n

 th
’ g

ro
u

nd
, 

lo
st

 f
o

re
ve

r.
 O

n
ly

 t
h

’ n
ig

h
t

h
ag

s 
ru

le
 t

h
er

e…
 t

h
e 

G
ra

y 
La

d
ie

s 
o

’ t
h

’ W
as

te
.”

I 
as

ke
d

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

e 
ta

n
ar

’r
i. 

T
h

e 
m

an
 n

o
dd

ed
. 

“T
h

e 
ta

n
ar

’r
i

p
ay

 b
et

te
r 

th
an

 b
aa

te
zu

, 
b

u
t 

ye
 n

ee
d

 t
a 

b
e 

tw
o

 o
r 

th
re

e-
fa

ce
d

 a
n

’
h

av
e 

a 
b

u
n

ch
 o

’ 
ey

es
 s

p
rin

kl
ed

 a
ll 

o
ve

r 
ye

r 
b

o
d

y,
 ‘

ca
u

se
 y

e
ca

n
’t 

ev
er

 t
u

rn
 y

er
 b

ac
k 

o
n

 t
h

em
: 

th
ey

’r
e 

ch
ao

s,
 t

h
e 

on
es

 w
ith

w
h

im
 a

n
’ w

h
im

sy
 in

 t
h

ei
r 

h
ea

rt
s.

 T
ru

st
, 

o
r 

up
ho

ld
in

’ t
h

ei
r 

w
o

rd
,

ar
en

’t 
h

ig
h

 o
n 

th
ei

r 
lis

t…
” 

H
e 

sn
iff

ed
, 

th
en

 s
h

ru
gg

ed
. 

“T
h

e
y

d
o

n’
t 

ca
re

 w
h

at
 h

ap
p

en
s,

 s
o

 l
o

n
g 

as
 

so
m

et
hi

n’
 h

ap
p

en
s 

an
’ 

’ti
s

ev
il.

 M
o

st
ly

 t
h

ey
 a

tta
ck

 t
h

’ 
b

aa
te

zu
 t

a 
ke

ep
 f

ro
m

 k
ill

in
’ 

ea
ch

o
th

er
.”

H
e 

th
en

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 t

h
ei

r 
en

em
ie

s,
 t

h
e 

b
aa

te
zu

. 
“T

h
e

y 
d

o
n

’t
u

su
al

ly
 p

a
y 

as
 m

u
ch

 a
s 

th
’ 

ta
n

ar
’r

i, 
b

ut
 t

h
ey

 d
o

n
’t 

b
re

ak
 t

h
ei

r
w

ri
tt

en
 

w
o

rd
. 

T
h

e
y’

re
 

sm
ar

t,
 

th
ou

gh
 

—
 

se
ve

ra
l 

h
u

nd
re

d
,

h
u

nd
re

d
, h

un
dr

ed
 f

o
ld

 s
m

ar
te

r 
an

’ 
th

ey
 b

ee
n

 m
ak

in
’ 

co
n

tr
ac

ts
si

n
ce

 t
im

e 
b

eg
an

. 
T

h
e

y 
kn

o
w

 ‘
o

w
 t

a 
p

ee
l 

so
m

eo
n

e 
w

ith
 w

o
rd

s,
th

ey
 d

o
. 

S
ig

n
, 

an
’ m

o
st

 l
ik

el
y 

ye
'll

 b
e 

p
ee

le
d

 a
n

’ h
u

n
g 

ta
 d

ry
 i

n
th

ei
r 

le
gi

o
n

s…
”

“T
h

e
y 

p
la

n
 

lik
e 

b
as

ta
rd

s.
 

T
h

e
y 

p
u

t 
m

o
re

 
th

ou
gh

t 
an

’
p

re
p

ar
at

io
n 

in
to

 a
 s

in
gl

e,
 s

tr
at

eg
ic

 s
ki

rm
is

h
 t

h
an

 m
o

st
 ‘

u
m

an
ar

m
ie

s 
d

ev
o

te
 t

o
 a

n
 e

n
tir

e 
ca

m
p

ai
gn

.”
 H

e 
sn

iff
ed

, 
an

d
 s

cr
at

ch
ed

at
 h

is
 c

h
in

. 
“T

h
ey

 u
su

al
ly

 a
ss

e
m

b
le

 t
h

ei
r 

fo
rc

es
 o

n
 A

ve
rn

u
s,

 t
h

e
fir

st
 la

ye
r 

o
f B

aa
to

r.
”

H
e 

d
es

cr
ib

ed
 

A
ve

rn
u

s 
in

 
re

sp
on

se
 

to
 

m
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
.

“A
ve

rn
u

s?
 H

rm
…

” 
T

h
e 

m
an

 g
ri

m
ac

ed
, 

as
 i

f 
re

ca
lli

n
g 

th
e 

p
la

ce
ca

u
se

d
 p

h
ys

ic
al

 a
n

gu
is

h
. 

“ 
’T

is
 i

n
h

ab
ite

d
 b

y 
th

’ 
d

am
n

ed
 a

n
’

th
o

se
 t

h
at

 p
re

y 
o

n
 t

h
’ d

am
n

ed
. 

T
h

’re
d

-f
le

ck
ed

 la
n

d
s,

 o
f 

n
o

xi
o

u
s

sa
n

d
s 

an
d 

b
lis

te
rin

’ f
ire

s 
th

at
 s

cr
ea

m
 a

cr
o

ss
 t

h
e 

la
n

d
sc

ap
e.

 T
h

at
w

a
s 

m
y 

ta
st

e 
o

’ B
aa

to
r,

 t
h

’ l
ay

er
 o

’ A
ve

rn
u

s.
 T

er
rib

le
 p

la
ce

.”
I 

w
as

 p
ar

tic
u

la
rl

y 
in

te
re

st
ed

 i
n

 o
n

e 
ty

p
e 

o
f 

fie
n

d
, 

su
cc

u
b

i,
b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
. 

H
e 

d
es

cr
ib

ed
 t

h
em

, 
“T

an
ar

’ri
 —

lo
ve

ly
 b

u
t 

d
ea

d
 e

vi
l, 

th
ey

 a
re

. 
T

h
e

y 
se

d
u

ce
 m

o
rt

al
s 

ta
 t

ry
 a

n
’

D
ol

or
a

20
5

m
e.

 “
W

e 
w

o
u

ld
 i

d
en

tit
y 

o
u

rs
el

ve
s 

as
 m

o
d

ro
n

s,
 q

u
ad

ro
n

e 
ty

p
e,

w
in

ge
d

 v
ar

ia
n

t,
 t

o
 t

h
e 

su
b

je
ct

.”
It 

w
as

 a
lm

o
st

 a
s 

if 
it 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

 n
on

-id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n
 t

o
 e

qu
at

e
to

 n
o

n
-e

xi
st

en
ce

. 
I 

h
op

ed
 i

t 
w

o
u

ld
n

’t 
ig

no
re

 m
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
s,

 a
s 

I
as

ke
d

, 
“W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 d

o
in

g 
h

er
e?

” 
It 

re
p

lie
d

 i
n

 t
h

e 
sa

m
e 

le
ve

l
to

n
e. “O

u
r 

p
u

rp
o

se
 h

er
e 

is
 o

b
se

rv
at

io
n

.”
“W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 o

b
se

rv
in

g?
”

“W
e 

ar
e 

o
b

se
rv

in
g 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
es

ta
b

lis
h

m
en

t’s
 

st
af

f,”
 

it
re

p
lie

d
.

“W
h

o
 a

re
 y

o
u

 o
b

se
rv

in
g?

”
“A

s 
p

re
vi

o
u

sl
y 

st
at

ed
, 

w
e 

ar
e 

o
b

se
rv

in
g 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e
es

ta
b

lis
h

m
en

t’s
 s

ta
ff.

”
It 

w
as

 v
er

y 
p

re
ci

se
 i

n
 a

n
sw

er
in

g 
m

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

s.
 E

ith
er

 t
h

at
,

o
r 

it 
h

ad
 a

 m
o

re
 s

u
b

tle
 s

en
se

 o
f 

h
u

m
o

r 
th

an
 M

o
rt

e.
 “

Y
es

, 
b

u
t

w
h

o
 e

xa
ct

ly
 a

re
 y

o
u

 o
b

se
rv

in
g?

”
“T

h
e 

o
b

je
ct

 o
f o

u
r 

sc
ru

tin
y 

is
 n

am
ed

 ‘D
o

lo
ra

.’ 
”

“W
h

y 
ar

e 
yo

u
 w

at
ch

in
g 

h
er

?”
 I

t 
re

p
lie

d
 w

ith
 a

 li
ttl

e 
sp

ee
ch

,
ad

d
in

g 
q

u
ite

 u
nn

ec
es

sa
ry

 e
la

b
o

ra
tio

n
s.

“W
e 

h
av

e 
n

o
t 

b
ee

n 
in

fo
rm

ed
 a

s 
to

 t
h

e 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
p

u
rp

o
se

 o
r

p
u

rp
o

se
s 

w
h

ic
h

 r
es

u
lte

d
 i

n
 o

u
r 

b
ei

n
g 

gi
ve

n
 o

u
r 

p
re

se
n

t 
ta

sk
.

T
h

e 
co

m
m

an
d

 o
f 

o
u

r 
su

p
er

io
r 

p
en

ta
d

ro
n

e 
is

 s
u

ffi
ci

en
t 

re
as

o
n

 t
o

p
er

fo
rm

 
sa

id
 

ta
sk

; 
as

 
su

ch
, 

th
e 

p
u

rp
o

se
 

o
r 

pu
rp

o
se

s 
ar

e
ir

re
le

va
n

t 
to

 u
s.

”
A

 w
o

m
an

 w
al

ke
d

 i
n

to
 t

h
e 

ar
ea

 w
h

er
e 

w
e 

w
er

e 
st

an
d

in
g.

T
h

e 
m

o
d

ro
n 

I 
w

as
 t

al
ki

n
g 

to
, 

as
 w

el
l 

as
 i

ts
 t

w
o

 c
o

m
p

an
io

n
s,

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 s
w

iv
el

ed
 t

o
 s

ta
re

 a
t 

h
er

. 
T

h
e 

m
o

d
ro

n
 in

 f
ro

n
t 

o
f 

m
e

ig
n

o
re

d
 m

y 
n

ex
t 

q
u

es
tio

n.
I 

w
o

n
d

er
ed

 if
 t

h
is

 w
as

 D
o

lo
ra

. 
I 

ap
p

ro
ac

h
ed

 t
h

e 
d

ar
k-

h
ai

re
d

,
p

al
e-

sk
in

n
ed

 w
o

m
an

, 
w

h
o

 h
ad

 a
 c

u
ltu

re
d

, 
re

fin
ed

 l
o

o
k 

ab
o

ut
h

er
. 

A
s 

sh
e 

tu
rn

ed
 t

o
 m

e,
 I

 n
o

te
d

 t
ha

t 
h

er
 e

ye
s 

—
 w

h
ic

h
 I

 h
ad

p
re

vi
o

u
sl

y 
th

o
u

gh
t t

o 
b

e 
gr

ay
 —

 w
er

e 
th

e 
co

lo
r 

o
f b

ru
sh

ed
 s

te
el

.
H

er
 r

ep
ly

 t
o

 m
y 

gr
ee

tin
gs

 c
o

n
fir

m
ed

 h
er

 n
am

e.
 H

er
 v

o
ic

e
w

a
s 

so
ft,

 c
al

m
, 

an
d

 w
ith

o
u

t 
in

fle
ct

io
n

 —
 i

t 
h

ad
 a

 c
er

ta
in

 ‘
fa

r-
aw

a
y’

 q
u

al
ity

, 
as

 if
 s

o
m

eh
o

w
 n

o
t 

at
ta

ch
ed

 to
 h

er
.

“G
re

et
in

gs
…

 
I 

a
m

 
ca

lle
d

 
D

o
lo

ra
. 

M
ay

 
I 

se
rv

e 
yo

u
,

so
m

eh
o

w
?”

“I
n

 w
h

at
 w

a
ys

 c
an

 y
o

u
 s

er
ve

 m
e,

 D
o

lo
ra

?”
 S

h
e 

bl
in

ke
d

 h
er

e
ye

s,
 t

h
en

 t
o

u
ch

ed
 h

er
 h

an
d

 t
o

 h
er

 h
ea

rt
, 

b
o

w
in

g 
h

er
 

h
ea

d
sl

ig
h

tly
.

“I
 a

m
 a

b
le

 t
o

 d
eb

at
e 

an
y 

sc
h

o
la

rly
 o

r 
ac

ad
e

m
ic

 m
at

te
r 

q
u

ite
p

ro
fic

ie
n

tly
, 

if 
th

at
 

is
 

yo
u

r 
w

is
h

. 
I 

a
m

 
al

so
 

w
el

l-
ve

rs
ed

 
in

va
rio

u
s 

ga
m

es
 o

f 
st

ra
te

g
y,

 s
h

o
u

ld
 y

o
u

 w
is

h
 t

o
 p

la
y 

so
m

et
h

in
g
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D

olora

—
 th

ou
gh

 I h
ave th

e m
aterials fo

r fe
w

 su
ch

 ga
m

es, h
ere.” I w

as
in

terested
 in testin

g h
er.

“D
eb

ate, yo
u

 say?” D
o

lo
ra n

od
d

ed.
“T

h
at is co

rrect. I am
 n

eith
er a to

m
e n

o
r a tu

to
r; I h

ave n
o

d
esire to

 edu
cate m

y p
atro

n
s. S

ho
u

ld
 yo

u
 h

ave a m
atter to

d
iscu

ss, 
ho

w
ever…

 
th

e 
fifteen

 
fa

ctio
n

s 
an

d 
th

eir 
effect 

o
n

S
igilian

 po
litics, th

e m
o

st effective
 b

attle stratage
m

s fo
r w

arrin
g

in
 A

ch
ero

n
, th

e m
ean

in
g o

f existen
ce itself…

 I w
o

u
ld

 b
e m

o
st

p
leased

 to
 cho

o
se a cou

nter-p
o

in
t an

d
 en

gage yo
u

 in
 d

eb
ate.”

I ch
o

se a top
ic and

 b
egan

…
 th

e d
eb

ate lasted a lon
g tim

e as
th

e 
tw

o
 

o
f 

u
s 

exch
an

ged
 

p
o

in
ts 

an
d 

cou
n

ter-po
in

ts, 
each

atte
m

p
tin

g to
 m

eth
o

dically u
n

d
erm

in
e th

e o
th

er’s p
o

sitio
n. A

s I
sp

o
ke, a stran

ge feelin
g b

egan
 to

 co
m

e o
ver m

e
…

 a m
e

m
o

ry,
tryin

g to
 su

rface…
M

em
o

ries o
f a great h

all b
egan

 to
 fo

rm
 in

 m
y m

in
d

…
 a vast

p
lace, fu

ll o
f w

ell-d
ressed

 elites…
 a fo

rm
al b

all w
as ta

kin
g

p
lace. B

efo
re m

e w
a

s a sm
all, im

p
eccab

ly d
ressed

 fello
w

 w
h

o
w

o
re a go

ld
en

 m
ed

allio
n

; it w
as em

b
la

zo
n

ed
 w

ith
 a sym

b
o

l I
d

im
ly recalled

 as th
e “S

ign
 o

f O
n

e.” T
h

e tw
o

 o
f u

s stoo
d

 in
 a

circle o
f o

n
loo

kers w
h

o
'd

 gath
ered

 to
 listen to ou

r d
eb

ate.
“B

u
t…

 bu
t th

at’s im
p

o
ssib

le!” th
e m

an
 w

as sa
yin

g, lo
o

kin
g

p
erp

lexed
.

“O
h

, 
bu

t 
it 

is.” 
I 

recalled
 

m
yself 

rep
lyin

g. 
“I've 

m
ad

e
several in

argu
ab

le po
in

ts an
d

 given
 yo

u
 a nu

m
b

er o
f exa

m
p

le
s.

Y
o

u
 sim

p
ly d

o
n

’t exist.”
“B

u
t…

 yo
u

 can
’t! W

ere I to
 accep

t th
at, I'd

…
 I'd

…
”

“Y
es. Y

o
u

'd
 cease to

 exist.”
A

n
d

 w
ith

o
u

t a flash
 o

f ligh
t o

r pu
ff o

f sm
o

ke —
 w

ith
 n

o
fan

fare o
f an

y so
rt —

 th
e m

an
 w

as sim
p

ly go
n

e.
T

h
e 

o
n

loo
kers oohed 

and
 aahed,” 

so
m

e 
clap

p
ed

…
 

I
re

m
e

m
b

ered
 

givin
g 

a 
flo

u
rish

in
g 

bo
w

 
an

d
 

w
alkin

g 
a

w
a

y, 
a

sm
all, satisfied

 sm
ile u

p
o

n
 m

y lip
s.

I su
dd

en
ly realized

 D
o

lo
ra w

as w
atch

in
g m

e clo
sely. “A

re
yo

u
 feelin

g w
ell? W

e m
igh

t fin
ish

 o
u

r d
iscu

ssio
n

 at an
o

th
er

tim
e, sh

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 like…

”
I in

dicated
 I w

as read
y to

 go
 o

n. A
s h

ard
-p

ressed
 as I w

as to
b

eat D
o

lo
ra’s in

fallib
le sen

se o
f lo

gic, I even
tu

ally w
o

n
 o

u
t. S

h
e

m
erely n

o
d

d
ed

 in
 ap

p
ro

val.
“Y

o
u

 are a m
o

st skilled
 d

eb
ater; this th

ere is n
o

 d
en

yin
g. I

d
o

 feel, th
ou

gh
, th

at h
ad

 I tim
e to

 p
erfo

rm
 so

m
e re

search
, yo

u
m

igh
t n

o
t h

ave b
ested

 m
e.” I th

an
ked

 h
er, an

d
 sh

e rep
lied, “If

yo
u

 
w

o
u

ld
 

like, 
w

e 
can

 
d

eb
ate 

o
n

ce 
m

o
re 

u
p

on
 

th
e 

sam
e

F
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su
d

d
en

ly b
ra

yed
 like a d

o
n

key, lau
gh

in
g b

itterly. “T
h

’ b
igge

st,
n

astiest p
ack an

im
al o

n
 th

’ P
lan

es…
”

H
e grin

n
ed

 cyn
ically. “B

esid
es, as so

m
e sa

y, w
ar’s 
great fer

b
u

sin
ess.” H

e lau
gh

ed ho
llo

w
ly, th

en
 loo

ked
 as if h

e co
u

ld
su

d
d

en
ly cry. “E

h
…

 n
ever ye m

in
d

 th
at…

 an
oth

er q
u

estion
?”

I asked
 if h

e w
as all righ

t, sin
ce h

e seem
ed

 p
ain

ed
. H

e
sm

iled
 sad

ly.
“A

ye, a
ye…

 listen
, cu

tter: I'm
 n

o
 p

riest, no
r w

o
u

ld I w
an

t ta
b

e o
n

e, bu
t ‘ear this: keep

 evil o
u

t o
’ yer h

eart. W
h

en
 ye d

ie
w

ith
 evil in

 yer h
eart, yer sp

irit falls in
ta th

’ Lo
w

er P
lan

es,
w

h
ere ye b

eco
m

e a p
etitio

n
er…

”
“A

n
y gu

esses a
s ta w

h
at ‘ap

p
en

s th
en

? P
etition

ers in
 th

’
A

b
yss an

’ B
aato

r get tw
isted

 in
ta fo

o
tso

ld
iers…

 an
’ get ta figh

t
in

 th
’ B

loo
d W

ar fer all etern
ity.” H

e ch
u

ckled
, sh

akin
g h

is
h

ead
. “S

o th
at’s th

’ d
ark as ta w

h
y th

’ b
aatezu

 an
’ tan

ar’ri try
an

’ co
rrup

t all th
ey to

u
ch

; ‘cau
se th

ey n
eed

 m
o

re tro
op

s. ‘E
ed

th
is: keep

 evil far fro
m

 yer ‘eart, b
erk.”

I q
u

estio
n

ed w
h

at h
ad

 started
 th

e B
lo

od
 W

ar. H
e rep

lied
,

“Y
e go

t a righ
t ta b

e cu
rio

u
s w

h
at started

 th
is b

ig o
l’ so

dd
in

’
so

u
p

y m
ess in

 th
’ first p

lace: w
h

at set th
’ fien

d
s ta lo

ckin
’ ‘o

rn
s

in
 th

e first p
lace, b

itin
’ an

’ claw
in

’ at each
 o

th
er un

til th
at w

as
th

e on
ly reaso

n
 th

ey w
ere alive…

”
“S

im
p

le: 
th

e
y 

m
et.” 

H
e 

sigh
ed

. 
“T

an
ar’ri 

an
’ 

B
aatezu

cro
ssed

 each
 o

th
er o

n
e d

ay an
’ like tw

o
 d

run
ken

 b
igo

ts, th
ey set

ta figh
tin

'. T
h

at sim
p

le.” H
e fro

w
n

ed
. “W

ell…
”

“N
a

w
, p

ike th
at: im

agin
e tw

o
 d

ru
n

ken
 

priests w
h

o
 b

elieve
each

 kn
o

w
s th

’ only w
a

y ta live. N
o

w
 m

a
ke th

o
se p

riests rip
p

ed
w

ith
 scales an

’ fan
gs an

’ h
o

rn
s an

’ a cru
el streak seven

 leagu
es

w
id

e an
’ p

u
t th

em
 in

 an
 itty-b

itty so
d

d
in

’ cell…
 an

’ ye ‘ave a
go

o
d

 id
ea o

’ th
’ lo

ve th
at can

 sp
rin

g fo
rth

. A
n

’ th
ere ye ‘a

ve it!
T

h
e o

rigin
 o

’ th
’ B

loo
d

 W
ar.”

I asked
 w

h
y it w

as tw
o

 evil race
s w

h
ich

 w
ere figh

tin
g. “O

n
e

b
elieves 

evil 
sh

o
u

ld
 

b
e 

nice 
an

’ 
o

rd
erly. 

O
n

e 
b

elieves 
evil

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e ch

ao
s, ru

nn
in

’ ram
p

an
t acro

ss th
’ P

lan
es. B

o
th

 evil,
b

u
t d

o
esn

’t m
ean

 th
ey can

 agree o
n

 an
yth

in
'. B

ad
 b

lo
od

, b
ad

b
loo

d
…

 
each

 
w

an
ts 

ta 
exterm

in
ate 

th
’ 

o
th

er 
so 

o
nly 

th
eir

‘b
ran

d
’ o

’ evil rem
ain

s. T
h

e
y h

ate each
 o

th
er, like…

 like…
”

H
e w

ru
n

g h
is h

an
d

s to
geth

er, tryin
g to

 fin
d th

e righ
t w

o
rd

s.
“Y

e see, th
e

y d
o

n
’t h

ate like 
w

e h
ate. W

e d
on

’t even
 kn

o
w

 w
h

at
h

ate is. W
e h

ave o
n

e, one w
o

rd
 fer ‘h

ate.’ T
h

e
y ‘ave…

” H
is

vo
ice d

ro
pp

ed
. “…

th
ou

san
d

s, up
o

n th
ou

san
d

s, th
eir m

ean
in

’s
tw

isted
 an

’ p
iled

 like…
 b

od
ies. 

T
h
a

t’s w
h

y th
e

y figh
t.”
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F
es

th
al

l L
ec

tu
re

s

th
in

k 
ei

th
er

 c
an

 w
in

. 
B

ig
ge

st
 s

ta
le

m
at

e 
th

is
 s

id
e 

o
’ 

et
er

n
ity

…
th

an
k 

th
e 

P
o

w
er

s.
”

“T
h

at
’s

 i
t.

” 
H

e 
sh

ru
gg

ed
. 

“T
h

at
’s

 i
t.

 I
'll

 b
e 

an
sw

er
in

’ 
an

y
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
ye

 g
o

ts
 f

er
 m

e,
 n

o
w

…
”

E
vi

d
en

tly
 h

e 
h

ad
 d

ec
id

ed
 t

o
 t

er
m

in
at

e 
th

e 
le

ct
u

re
 a

lre
ad

y,
b

ef
o

re
 h

e 
h

ad
 b

ar
el

y 
b

eg
u

n
. 

N
o

 o
n

e 
el

se
 i

n
 t

h
e 

ro
o

m
 s

ee
m

ed
 t

o
b

e 
in

te
re

st
ed

 
in

 
as

ki
n

g 
an

yt
h

in
g 

o
f 

th
e 

sp
ea

ke
r,

 
b

u
t 

I 
h

ad
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
en

o
u

gh
 fo

r 
al

l o
f t

h
em

.
“S

o
 y

o
u

'll
 t

el
l u

s 
n

o 
ta

le
s 

o
f t

h
e 

B
lo

o
d 

W
ar

?”
 I

 a
sk

ed
.

“A
ll 

ri
gh

t,
 o

n
e:

 l
et

 m
e 

gi
ve

 y
e 

an
 e

xa
m

p
le

 o
f 

w
h

at
 ‘

m
e

at
’

m
ea

n
s 

ta
 

th
em

. 
T

h
e

y'
ll 

g
et

 
so

m
e 

m
e

an
-s

p
ir

ite
d

 
m

o
rt

al
m

er
ce

n
ar

ie
s 

to
ge

th
er

, 
m

a
yb

e 
a 

d
ro

p
 o

’ a
 f

e
w

 m
ill

io
n

 s
tr

on
g 

an
’

le
t 

th
em

 s
la

u
gh

te
r 

ea
ch

 o
th

er
 f

o
r 

no
 r

ea
l 

re
as

o
n

 a
t 

al
l 

—
 a

p
o

in
tle

ss
 b

at
tle

 o
ve

r 
so

m
e 

P
o

w
er

-f
o

rs
a

ke
n

 p
ie

ce
 o

’ 
la

n
d

. 
G

u
es

s
w

h
er

e a
ll

 th
o

se
 s

ou
ls

 g
o

?”
 I

 a
sk

ed
 t

h
e 

rh
et

o
ric

al
 ‘W

h
er

e?
’ s

o
 h

e
co

u
ld

 c
o

n
tin

u
e.

“T
h

ei
r 

so
u

ls
 s

in
k 

in
ta

 t
h

’ P
la

n
es

 o
’ e

vi
l t

h
ey

 f
ig

h
t 

o
n

, 
w

h
er

e
th

ey
 c

an
 b

e 
rip

p
ed

 f
ro

m
 t

h
’ 

so
u

p
 o

’ 
th

’ 
P

la
n

e 
an

’ 
se

t 
ta

 f
ig

h
t

ag
ai

n
 a

s 
le

m
u

re
s 

o
r 

m
an

es
 o

r 
w

h
at

ev
er

 t
h

e 
p

ik
in

’ s
o

d 
th

o
se

 li
tt

le
fie

n
d

is
h

 
du

n
g-

h
ea

p
s 

b
ec

o
m

e.
 

T
h

e 
m

o
re

 
o

f 
th

o
se

 
so

d
d

in
’

p
et

iti
on

er
s 

th
ey

 g
et

, 
th

e 
m

o
re

 t
ro

o
p

s 
th

ey
 ‘a

ve
.”

I 
as

ke
d

 f
o

r 
m

o
re

 i
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
 o

n
 t

h
e 

B
lo

o
d 

W
ar

 i
ts

el
f, 

to
w

h
ic

h
 h

e 
re

p
lie

d
, 

“I
f 

I 
w

er
e 

ta
 b

o
il 

it 
do

w
n

, 
it'

d
 b

e 
th

is
: 

th
’

B
lo

od
 W

ar
’s

 b
ee

n
 g

o
in

’ 
o

n 
d

am
n

-n
ea

r-
fo

re
ve

r,
 a

n
’ 

w
ill

 k
ee

p
go

in
’ o

n
 u

n
til

 d
am

n
-n

ea
r-

fo
re

ve
r 

its
el

f 
g

et
s 

p
en

n
ed

 in
 t

h
’ D

ea
d

-
B

o
o

k.
 T

h
’ t

an
ar

’ri
, 

th
’ c

h
am

p
io

n
s 

o
’ ch

ao
s 

an
’ e

vi
l 

ar
e 

tr
yi

n
’ t

a
st

o
m

p
 t

h
’ g

re
en

-c
o

lo
re

d 
du

n
g 

ou
t 

o’
 t

h
’ b

aa
te

zu
, 

th
e 

ch
am

p
io

n
s

o
’ 

la
w

 a
n

’ e
vi

l. 
T

h
ey

 b
u

tc
h

er
 e

ac
h

 o
th

er
 o

ve
r 

‘o
w

 e
ac

h
 o

’ t
h

em
th

in
ks

 e
vi

l s
ho

ul
d 

b
e,

 if
 y

e 
ca

n
 b

el
ie

ve
 t

h
at

. 
H

ah
!”

I 
as

ke
d

 w
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 h

ap
p

en
 i

f 
so

m
eo

n
e 

st
o

p
p

ed
 t

h
e 

B
lo

od
W

ar
, 

to
 w

h
ic

h
 h

e 
sa

id
 “

Y
e 

ca
n

’t 
m

ak
e 

an
y 

p
ik

in
’ 

d
iff

er
en

ce
 i

n
th

e 
W

ar
! 

It’
s 

to
o

 s
o

dd
in

’ b
ig

. 
Y

e’
re

 a
 s

to
n

e,
 a

 p
eb

b
le

 i
n

 a
n

o
ce

an
 t

h
at

’s
 a

 p
eb

b
le

 i
n

 a
no

th
er

 o
ce

an
 w

h
ic

h
 i

s 
a 

p
eb

b
le

 i
n

an
o

th
er

 o
ce

an
 a

n
’ 

so
 o

n
 a

nd
 s

o
 f

o
rt

h
 ‘

til
 t

h
’ 

st
en

ch
ko

w
s 

co
m

e
‘o

m
e.

 A
s 

a 
p

eb
b

le
, 

ye
r 

go
al

 i
s 

ta
 b

e 
n

o
t 

no
tic

ed
 a

n
’ 

si
n

k 
ta

 t
h

’
b

o
tto

m
 w

ith
 t

h
’re

st
 o

’ t
h

e 
d

re
gs

…
”

“I
f 

ye
 c

o
u

ld
 m

ak
e 

a 
d

iff
er

en
ce

 —
 w

h
ic

h
 y

e ca
n

’t 
—

 y
e

sh
o

u
ld

n
’t 

tr
y,

 ’
ca

u
se

 t
h

en
 t

h
’ 

P
la

n
es

 w
o

u
ld

 t
u

m
b

le
 o

n
 d

o
w

n
.”

T
o

 m
y 

q
u

es
tio

n
in

g 
lo

o
k,

 h
e 

h
el

d
 u

p 
h

is
 h

an
d

s 
lik

e 
p

ill
ar

s.
 “

T
h

’
B

lo
od

 W
ar

’s
 l

ik
e 

a 
b

ig
, 

b
lo

o
d

y 
su

p
po

rt
 b

ea
m

 p
ro

p
p

in
’ 

u
p

 t
h

’
P

la
n

es
…

 k
ic

k 
it 

d
o

w
n

, 
an

’ 
a 

lo
t 

o
’ 

th
’ 

P
la

n
es

'd
 c

o
m

e 
tu

m
b

lin
’

d
o

w
n

 w
ith

 i
t.

 L
o

t 
o

’ b
ag

ga
g

e 
re

st
s 

o
n

 t
h

’ b
ac

k 
o

’ 
th

’ 
W

ar
.”

 H
e

D
ol

or
a

20
7

to
p

ic
…

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 a

rg
u

e 
yo

u
r 

po
si

tio
n 

th
is

 t
im

e,
 s

h
o

ul
d

 y
o

u
 d

es
ir

e
it.

”
I 

w
o

n
d

er
ed

 a
t 

th
e 

co
o

l, 
d

ea
d

ly
 a

tt
ac

ks
 s

h
e 

h
ad

 l
au

n
ch

ed
 i

n
th

e 
d

eb
at

e.
 “

W
ai

t…
 a

re
 y

o
u

 a
lw

ay
s 

so
 r

u
th

le
ss

 i
n

 a
 d

eb
at

e?
”

D
o

lo
ra

 n
o

dd
ed

.
“M

is
tr

es
s 

G
ra

ce
 

in
st

ru
ct

ed
 

m
e 

to
 

sh
o

w
 

n
o

 
m

er
cy

, 
fo

r
an

o
th

er
 o

f 
h

er
 s

tu
d

en
ts

 a
lw

a
ys

 a
llo

w
s 

a 
p

at
ro

n
 t

o
 w

in
 a

fte
r 

a
le

n
gt

h
y 

d
eb

at
e.

 I
t 

w
as

 M
is

tr
es

s 
G

ra
ce

’s
 d

es
ire

 t
h

at
 I

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
a

d
iff

er
en

t 
so

rt
 o

f e
xp

er
ie

n
ce

 fo
r 

th
e 

cl
ie

n
te

le
.”

I 
h

ad
 f

o
un

d
 r

ec
en

tly
 l

itt
le

 i
n

te
lle

ct
u

al
ly

 c
h

al
le

n
gi

n
g 

in
 m

y
in

te
ra

ct
io

n
s 

w
ith

 o
th

er
s,

 a
lth

ou
gh

 I
 w

as
 s

til
l 

o
fte

n
 e

m
o

tio
n

al
ly

in
vo

lv
ed

. 
D

ol
o

ra
’s

 
co

o
l 

m
an

n
er

 
p

ro
vi

d
ed

 
no

 
h

oo
k 

fo
r 

m
y

e
m

o
tio

n
s,

 b
ut

 I
 f

o
un

d
 I

 h
ad

 r
el

is
h

ed
 t

h
e 

d
eb

at
e.

 I
 a

sk
ed

 i
f 

w
e

co
u

ld
 p

la
y 

a 
ga

m
e.

“O
f 

co
u

rs
e.

 
Is

 
th

er
e 

an
yt

h
in

g 
in

 
p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 
yo

u
 

w
is

h
 

to
p

la
y?

” 
M

y 
co

n
d

iti
o

n 
le

ft 
m

e 
eq

u
al

ly
 w

ill
in

g 
to

 p
la

y 
an

y 
ga

m
e.

“N
o

…
 I 

do
n

’t 
re

al
ly

 r
e

m
e

m
b

er
 a

n
y 

g
a

m
es

…
”

“H
er

e,
 t

h
en

 —
 a

llo
w

 m
e 

to
 s

h
o

w
 y

o
u

 o
n

e.
” 

D
o

lo
ra

 b
ro

u
gh

t
o

u
t 

a 
th

in
, 

la
cq

u
er

ed
 b

o
x,

 w
h

ic
h

 u
n

fo
ld

ed
 i

n
to

 a
 s

m
al

l 
b

o
ar

d
m

ar
ke

d
 w

ith
 a

 g
ri

d
. 

T
h

e 
co

n
te

n
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

b
o

x 
p

ro
ve

d
 t

o
 b

e 
a

n
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
p

o
lis

h
ed

 s
to

n
e 

ch
ip

s…
 h

al
f 

o
f 

th
em

 b
la

ck
, 

h
al

f 
o

f
th

em
 w

h
ite

. 
“T

h
is

 g
a

m
e 

go
es

 b
y 

m
an

y 
n

a
m

es
. 

S
h

al
l 

I 
ex

p
la

in
th

e 
ru

le
s 

to
 y

o
u

?”
D

o
lo

ra
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 t
o 

m
e 

th
e 

ru
le

s 
o

f 
th

e 
ga

m
e 

—
 h

o
w

 t
h

e
ch

ip
s 

w
er

e 
m

o
ve

d
, 

h
o

w
 o

n
e 

b
es

te
d

 o
n

e’
s 

o
pp

on
en

t. 
It 

se
em

ed
,

so
m

eh
o

w
, 

fa
in

tly
 f

a
m

ili
ar

 t
o

 m
e.

 “
T

h
e 

ru
le

s 
ar

e 
si

m
p

le
, 

ye
s?

B
u

t 
a 

gr
ea

t 
d

ea
l 

o
f 

co
m

p
le

xi
ty

 l
ie

s 
w

ith
in

 t
h

e 
ga

m
e,

 i
ts

el
f. 

It
ta

ke
s 

a 
gr

ea
t 

d
ea

l o
f t

im
e 

to
 m

as
te

r.
 S

h
al

l w
e 

p
la

y?
”

A
s 

I 
p

la
ye

d
, 

I 
ca

m
e 

to
 r

ea
liz

e 
th

at
 I

 h
ad

 d
on

e 
so

 b
ef

o
re

. 
I

re
ca

lle
d

 v
ar

ie
s 

p
lo

ys
 a

n
d

 s
tr

at
eg

ie
s 

th
at

 h
ad

 w
o

n
 m

e 
p

re
vi

o
u

s
ga

m
e

s,
 t

ry
in

g 
e

ve
ry

 t
ri

ck
 I

 k
n

e
w

 t
o

 b
ea

t 
h

er
. S

ud
d

en
ly

, 
a 

st
ra

n
ge

fe
el

in
g 

ca
m

e 
o

ve
r 

m
e…

 a
 m

e
m

o
ry

, 
tr

yi
n

g 
to

 s
u

rf
ac

e…
M

em
o

ri
es

 o
f 

a 
sm

o
ke

-f
ill

ed
 f

ie
ld

 o
f 

b
at

tle
 b

eg
an

 t
o

 f
ill

 m
y

m
in

d
…

 a
to

p
 a

 g
re

at
 h

ill
 o

ve
rl

oo
ki

n
g 

th
e 

fig
h

tin
g 

I 
sa

t,
 m

o
u

nt
ed

u
p

on
 a

 m
as

si
ve

, 
fo

u
r-

le
gg

ed
 b

ea
st

. 
T

h
e 

b
ra

yi
n

g 
o

f 
h

o
rn

s 
ca

rr
ie

d
m

y 
o

rd
er

s 
to

 th
e 

tr
oo

p
s 

b
el

o
w

.
E

ve
n

 a
s 

I 
w

at
ch

ed
, 

m
y 

fo
rc

es
 d

iv
id

ed
, 

fle
ei

n
g 

le
ft 

an
d

 r
ig

h
t

as
 t

h
e 

fo
re

ig
n

 a
rm

y 
fo

u
gh

t 
its

 w
ay

 u
p

 t
h

e 
h

ill
 t

o
 s

la
y 

th
e 

en
em

y
lo

rd
 —

 m
e.

“T
h

e 
fo

o
ls

,”
 I

 h
ad

 t
ho

u
gh

t,
 li

p
s 

cu
rli

n
g 

in
to

 a
 w

ic
ke

d
 s

m
ile

.
“M

y 
kn

ig
h

ts
 

sh
al

l 
ch

ar
ge

 
d

o
w

n
 

th
e 

h
ill

si
d

e 
an

d 
st

op
 

th
ei

r
ad

va
n

ce
 in

 a
n

 in
st

an
t…

 a
nd

 a
t 

th
at

 v
er

y 
m

o
m

en
t 

m
y 

‘re
tr

ea
tin

g’
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D

olora

footm
en w

ill fall in to crush their flanks! A
h, yet another victory

so
o

n to
 b

e m
in

e…
”

I su
dd

en
ly realized

 D
o

lo
ra w

as a
gain

 w
atch

in
g m

e in
ten

tly.
“A

re yo
u

 feelin
g w

ell? W
e m

igh
t take u

p
 th

e gam
e an

o
th

er d
ay,

if yo
u

 so
 w

ish
…

”
I 

asked
 

to
 

co
ntinu

e. 
D

o
lo

ra 
p

layed
 

excellen
tly, 

co
u

n
ter-

actin
g all b

u
t m

y m
o

st cra
fty m

o
ves, b

u
t even

tu
ally m

y fein
ts

an
d

 calcu
latin

g m
an

eu
vers w

o
n

 o
ver h

er w
ell-cra

fted
 strategies.

S
h

e no
dd

ed
 app

ro
vin

gly a
s sh

e b
egan

 to
 p

u
t th

e gam
e a

w
a

y.
“Y

o
u

 are a fin
e p

layer, p
erh

ap
s a m

aster. I co
m

m
en

d
 yo

u
fo

r yo
u

r skill.” I asked
 if sh

e w
o

u
ld

 an
sw

er so
m

e q
u

estio
n

s.
D

o
lo

ra cast h
er eyes to

 th
e flo

o
r w

ith
 a sou

nd
 th

at m
igh

t h
ave

b
een

 a sad
 sigh

.
“I a

m
 w

illin
g to

 serve yo
u

 as a p
atro

n
, bu

t h
ave no

 w
ish

 to
an

sw
er o

th
er q

u
estion

s at th
is tim

e…
 m

y ap
o

lo
gies, b

u
t I fear

yo
u

 sh
all sim

p
ly h

ave to
 b

ear w
ith

 th
at fo

r th
e tim

e b
ein

g.”
W

h
en

 I asked
 if I co

u
ld

 h
elp

, sh
e loo

ked
 up

 fro
m

 th
e flo

o
r

an
d

 
in

to 
m

y 
e

yes. 
O

n
ce 

m
o

re 
I 

w
as 

stru
ck 

b
y 

th
e 

p
ale

sm
o

o
thn

ess o
f skin

, th
e co

ld
 d

ep
th

s o
f h

er silvery e
yes.

“N
o

…
 n

o, I fear n
o

t. M
y tro

u
b

les are a m
atter o

f th
e h

eart.
In

 tim
e, I th

in
k, all thin

gs sh
all b

e reso
lved

.” S
h

e exp
lain

ed
 th

at
an

o
th

er still h
eld

 th
e ke

ys to
 h

er h
eart, an

d
 w

h
ile th

at w
as so

 sh
e

w
a

s n
o

t free to
 lo

ve an
oth

er. I p
ro

m
ised

 to
 h

elp h
er if I cou

ld.

F
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“M
a

y b
elief gu

id
e yo

u
r actio

n
s an

d sh
ap

e th
e P

lan
es to yo

u
r

w
ill. F

are
w

ell, all o
f yo

u
.”

T
h

e sp
eaker re

fu
sed

 an
y q

u
estio

n
s, an

d
 left th

e ro
o

m
.

I o
verh

eard
 in th

e h
allw

a
y o

u
tsid

e th
e ro

o
m

 th
at ano

th
er

lectu
re, o

n th
e B

lo
od

 W
ar b

y G
h

ysis th
e C

ro
o

ked
, w

as ab
o

u
t to

b
egin

. M
y fa

scin
atio

n
 w

ith
 th

at co
n

flict h
ad

 con
vin

ced
 m

e I
m

u
st h

ave so
m

e co
n

n
ectio

n
 to

 it, and
 I h

u
rried into

 an
o

th
er

ro
o

m
 w

h
ere th

e lectu
re w

as to
 b

e h
eld

.
T

h
e sq

u
at, hu

n
ch

ed
 old

 m
an

 w
h

o
 w

as to
 give th

e lectu
re

still h
ad th

e b
ro

ad sho
u

ld
ers an

d
 scarred

, callu
sed

 h
an

d
s o

f a
w

o
rker o

r w
arrio

r. A
n

 au
ra o

f w
eary d

esp
air see

m
ed

 to
 h

an
g

ab
o

u
t h

im
. T

h
e sp

eaker started
 h

is lectu
re.

“R
igh

t! N
o

w
 lissen

 u
p

…
 th

is is th
’ sem

in
ar o

n
 th

’ 
W

ar. If
ye’re ‘ere ta lissen

 ‘b
o

u
t th

’ B
lo

o
d W

ar, take ro
o

t. If ye’re n
o

t,
ye’re in

 th
’ w

ro
n

g ‘all and
 ye'd

 b
est ‘u

m
p

 yer so
ft, co

m
fo

rt-
lo

vin
’ S

igilian
 lim

b
erstem

b
s o

u
tta ‘ere.”

M
o

rte 
co

m
m

en
ted

, 
“T

h
e 

B
lo

od
 

W
ar? 

M
o

re 
b

o
rin

g 
th

an
listen

in
g 

to
 

a 
G

u
vn

er 
recite 

la
w

s. 
Let’s 

fin
d

 
so

m
e 

yo
u

n
g

S
en

sates w
h

o
 n

eed
 to b

e in
do

ctrin
ated in

 th
e w

a
ys o

f p
assio

n
!”

H
e w

ag
gled

 e
yeb

alls in
 an

ticip
ation.

I h
ad

 m
issed

 a fe
w

 w
o

rd
s w

h
ile listen

in
g to

 M
o

rte, as th
e

sp
eaker co

n
tin

u
ed, “It ju

st tells th
e B

loo
d W

ar fro
m

 th
e ‘u

m
an

p
o

in
t o

’ view
. I’s n

o
t p

ro
m

o
tin

’ o
n

e sid
e o

r an
o

th
er, ‘cau

se th
ey

both stin
k in

 d
ifferen

t w
a

ys.”
“S

o
…

 w
h

at’s left o
’ ye’re w

an
tin

’ ta lissen
 ta so

m
e B

lo
od

W
ar sto

ries…
 tales ab

o
u

t th
’ 

W
ar. ’E

re ta ’ear th
e ’orror o

f it
all, no

 do
ub

t. T
h

’ flo
atin

’ fo
rtresses w

o
ve an

d
 w

ea
ved

 o
’ ’u

m
an

skin
! T

h
’ P

lan
es-w

id
e b

attlegro
u

n
ds th

’ B
loo

d W
ar b

e fo
u

gh
t

o
n

!” H
e b

ared
 h

is yello
w

ed
 teeth

. “T
ale

s o
’ fien

d
s lo

ckin
’ fan

gs
w

ith
 

o
th

er 
fien

d
s! 

G
rar! 

S
n

rarrrr!” 
H

is 
sn

arl 
fad

ed
, 

an
d

 
h

e
lo

o
ked

 sud
d

en
ly b

o
red

.
“W

ell, le
m

m
e p

eel b
ack yer lid

s an
’ crack yer b

o
n

e b
o

xes:
’tis all a steam

in
’ ‘eap

 o
’ b

arm
y n

o
n

sen
se ta b

e d
w

ellin
’ o

n th
at

fo
rge-d

u
n

g.” H
e sp

at in
 d

erisio
n, rollin

g h
is eyes w

ild
ly.

“I'll tell ye 
this, tho

u
gh: Y

e can
’t im

agine th
’ scale th

’
B

lo
od

 
W

ar 
is 

fo
u

gh
t 

on
. 

N
o

th
in

’ 
ye've 

se
en

, 
‘eard

, 
o

r
p

articip
ated

 in
 —

 nothin’ co
m

p
ares: tim

e, n
u

m
b

ers o
f ‘le

gio
n

s,’
sh

eer b
loo

d
sh

ed
…

 no
th

in
’ co

m
p

ares, b
erks. T

a try an
’ im

a
gin

e
it —

 fo
rget it. M

y ad
vice? S

im
p

le: S
tay a

w
a

y fro
m

 th
’ b

ig
b

loo
d

y m
ess all to

geth
er.”

“T
h

’ o
n

ly th
in

g ye n
eed

s ta kn
o

w
 is th

is: fien
d

s are killin
’

fien
d

s. B
aatezu

 are slau
gh

terin
’ tan

ar’ri, tan
ar’ri are b

utch
erin

’
b

aatezu
. R

igh
t n

o
w

.” H
e sp

at again
. “N

eith
er’s w

in
n

in
'. D

on
’t
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F
es

th
al

l L
ec

tu
re

s

“A
lig

n
m

en
t 

is
 a

 d
es

cr
ip

to
r 

o
f 

o
n

e’
s 

b
el

ie
fs

, 
an

d
 h

o
w

 o
n

e
ac

ts
 

u
p

on
 

th
o

se
 

b
el

ie
fs

. 
A

t 
th

ei
r 

co
re

, 
al

l 
cr

ea
tu

re
s

p
re

d
o

m
in

at
el

y 
b

eh
av

e 
in

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

re
e 

w
a

ys
: 

w
ith

 g
o

o
d

 i
n

 t
h

ei
r

h
ea

rt
, 

w
ith

 e
vi

l i
n

 t
h

ei
r 

h
ea

rt
, 

o
r 

in
di

ffe
re

n
ce

 —
 o

r 
n

eu
tr

al
ity

 —
in

 t
h

ei
r 

h
ea

rt
. 

T
h

ey
 p

re
d

o
m

in
at

el
y 

ex
p

re
ss

 e
ac

h
 o

f 
th

es
e 

co
re

b
eh

av
io

rs
 i

n 
on

e 
o

f 
th

re
e 

d
iff

er
en

t 
w

a
ys

: 
in

 a
n

 o
rd

er
ed

 m
an

n
er

,
in

 a
 c

h
ao

tic
 m

an
n

er
, 

o
r 

in
 a

n
 i

n
di

ffe
re

n
t,

 n
eu

tr
al

 m
an

n
er

. 
T

h
u

s,
th

er
e 

ar
e 

n
in

e 
co

re
 a

lig
n

m
en

ts
 t

h
at

 o
n

e 
is

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f. 

T
h

e 
n

in
e

al
ig

n
m

en
ts

, 
th

en
, 

ar
e 

la
w

fu
l 

go
o

d
, 

n
eu

tr
al

 g
o

od
, 

an
d

 c
h

ao
tic

G
o

o
d

…
 l

aw
fu

l 
n

eu
tr

al
, 

tr
u

e 
n

eu
tr

al
, 

an
d

 c
h

ao
tic

 n
eu

tr
al

…
 a

nd
la

w
fu

l E
vi

l, 
n

eu
tr

al
 e

vi
l, 

an
d

 c
h

ao
tic

 e
vi

l.”
H

e 
co

n
tin

u
ed

 e
xp

la
in

in
g 

ho
w

 a
lig

n
m

en
t,

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

b
el

ie
fs

 i
t

en
ge

n
d

er
ed

, 
co

u
ld

 a
ffe

ct
 o

n
e’

s 
en

vi
ro

n
m

en
t,

 o
r 

ho
w

 a
 d

ei
ty

ga
in

ed
 p

o
w

er
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
fa

ith
 o

f 
w

o
rs

h
ip

p
er

s.
 A

 d
ei

ty
 w

ith
o

u
t

w
o

rs
h

ip
p

er
s 

co
u

ld
 d

ie
, 

its
 c

o
rp

se
 e

nd
in

g 
u

p
 o

n 
th

e 
A

st
ra

l p
la

n
e.

H
e 

th
en

 g
av

e 
th

e 
ex

a
m

p
le

 o
f 

g
at

e 
to

w
n

s,
 w

h
ic

h
 a

re
 l

o
ca

te
d

o
n

 
th

e 
n

eu
tr

al
 

O
u

tla
n

d
s,

 
bu

t 
w

h
ic

h
 

sh
ar

e 
b

el
ie

fs
 

w
ith

 
an

ad
ja

ce
n

t 
p

la
n

e 
w

h
ic

h
 a

 p
o

rt
al

 i
n

 t
he

 t
o

w
n

 o
p

en
s 

o
nt

o
. 

H
e 

th
en

d
is

cu
ss

ed
 th

e 
sl

id
in

g 
o

f a
 g

at
e 

to
w

n
.

“ 
‘S

lid
in

g’
 o

cc
u

rs
 w

h
en

 t
h

er
e 

is
 a

 h
ig

h
 c

on
ce

n
tr

at
io

n
 o

f
b

el
ie

f 
in

 a
n

 a
re

a 
o

f 
d

iff
er

in
g 

b
el

ie
f. 

W
h

en
 t

h
is

 o
cc

u
rs

, 
th

e 
ar

ea
its

el
f 

w
ill

 m
o

ve
 —

 o
r 

sl
id

e 
—

 t
o

 a
 P

la
n

e 
th

at
 m

at
ch

es
 t

h
e 

n
ew

b
el

ie
f.” “N
o

w
, 

th
e 

ga
te

 
to

w
n

s 
u

su
al

ly
 

h
av

e 
a 

st
ro

n
g 

b
el

ie
f 

th
at

m
at

ch
es

 t
h

e 
O

u
te

r 
P

la
n

e 
b

ey
o

n
d

 t
h

e 
p

o
rt

al
, 

bu
t 

th
e 

b
el

ie
f 

is
 n

o
t

ye
t 

st
ro

n
g 

en
ou

gh
 f

o
r 

th
e 

to
w

n
 t

o
 s

lid
e 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

O
u

tla
n

d
s 

an
d

in
to

 t
h

e 
O

u
te

r 
P

la
n

e.
”

“F
o

r 
ex

a
m

p
le

, 
th

e 
to

w
n

 o
f 

R
ib

ca
ge

 b
o

rd
er

s 
th

e 
p

o
rt

al
 t

o
 t

h
e

la
w

fu
l 

ev
il 

p
la

n
e 

o
f 

B
aa

to
r.

 
A

s 
ex

p
ec

te
d

, 
th

e 
re

si
d

en
ts

 
o

f
R

ib
ca

ge
 a

re
 l

ar
g

el
y 

la
w

fu
l 

ev
il 

re
si

d
en

ts
, 

b
ut

 t
h

e 
en

tir
e 

to
w

n
’s

al
ig

n
m

en
t 

an
d

 b
el

ie
fs

 a
re

 n
o

t 
st

ro
n

g 
en

ou
gh

 s
o

 t
h

at
 R

ib
ca

ge
 w

ill
sl

id
e 

in
to

 B
aa

to
r.

”
“F

o
r 

ex
a

m
p

le
, 

R
ib

ca
ge

 m
ig

h
t 

o
n

e 
d

ay
 s

ee
 t

h
e 

su
d

d
en

 r
is

e 
o

f
a 

la
w

fu
l 

ev
il 

o
rd

er
 o

f 
cl

er
ic

s,
 p

ro
m

o
tin

g 
th

ei
r 

d
ar

k 
b

el
ie

fs
 a

n
d

co
n

ve
rt

in
g 

m
an

y 
ci

tiz
en

s 
to

 t
h

e 
w

o
rs

h
ip

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
la

w
fu

l e
vi

l g
o

d
.

W
er

e 
th

is
 t

o
 o

cc
u

r,
 t

h
er

e 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
a 

go
o

d
 c

h
an

ce
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
to

w
n

w
o

u
ld

 
sl

id
e 

o
ff 

th
e 

n
eu

tr
al

 
O

u
tla

n
d

s,
 

b
ec

o
m

in
g 

p
ar

t 
o

f 
th

e
la

w
fu

l e
vi

l p
la

n
e 

o
f B

aa
to

r.
”

“W
h

o
le

 l
a

ye
rs

 o
f 

P
la

n
es

 m
a

y 
m

o
ve

 t
h

is
 w

a
y.

 T
h

u
s,

 m
an

y
w

ar
s 

ar
e 

w
ar

s 
o

f b
el

ie
f a

n
d

 f
ai

th
 b

y 
n

ec
es

si
ty

. 
T

h
e

y 
ar

e 
th

e 
to

ol
s

b
y 

w
h

ic
h

 t
er

ri
to

ry
 is

 o
b

ta
in

ed
 a

nd
 h

el
d

.”
“T

h
is

, 
th

en
, 

is
 t

h
e 

p
o

w
er

 o
f 

al
ig

n
m

en
t 

an
d

 b
el

ie
f 

to
 s

h
ap

e
th

e 
p

la
n

es
. 

T
h

is
 s

es
si

on
 h

as
 e

nd
ed

.”

Y
ve

s 
T

he
 T

al
e-

C
ha

se
r
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Y
V

E
S

 T
H

E
 T

A
LE

-C
H

A
S

E
R

I 
en

te
re

d 
an

ot
he

r 
ro

om
, 

th
e 

la
st

 i
n 

th
e 

ci
rc

ui
t 

I 
ha

d 
m

ad
e 

ab
ou

t
th

e 
br

ot
he

l. 
In

si
de

 w
as

 a
 f

et
ch

in
g 

yo
un

g 
w

om
an

 w
it

h 
a 

fa
r-

aw
ay

lo
ok

 in
 h

er
 s

of
t, 

se
a-

gr
ee

n 
ey

es
.

S
h

e 
re

sp
on

d
ed

 t
o 

m
y 

en
tr

y 
b

y 
sp

ea
ki

n
g,

 “
G

re
et

in
gs

. 
I 

am
Y

ve
s,

 t
h

e 
T

al
e-

C
h

as
er

.”
M

o
rt

e 
sn

id
el

y 
co

m
m

en
te

d
, 

“W
h

at
 

a 
co

in
ci

d
en

ce
! 

I, 
to

o,
ch

as
e 

ta
ils

.”
Y

ve
s 

co
n

tin
u

ed
, 

un
p

er
tu

rb
ed

, 
“H

av
e 

yo
u

 
co

m
e 

to
 

tr
ad

e
ta

le
s?

”
I 

h
ad

 s
o

m
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
s,

 fi
rs

t,
 s

u
ch

 a
s 

h
o

w
 s

h
e 

go
t h

er
 n

am
e.

“O
n

ce
 

u
p

on
 

a 
tim

e,
 

a 
gi

rl 
ca

m
e 

to
 

an
 

o
ra

cl
e 

w
h

o
 

w
as

ru
m

o
re

d
 t

o
 k

no
w

 m
an

y 
th

in
gs

 a
n

d
 a

sk
ed

 o
f 

it 
a 

bo
on

. 
H

er
 l

ife
w

a
s 

in
 n

ee
d

 o
f 

d
ire

ct
io

n,
 s

o
 s

h
e 

as
ke

d
 t

h
is

 o
ra

cl
e 

as
 t

o
 w

h
at

w
o

u
ld

 g
iv

e 
h

er
 p

u
rp

o
se

…
”

“N
o

w
, 

th
e 

o
ra

cl
e 

w
a

s 
n

o
t 

ev
il,

 b
u

t 
it 

w
as

 v
a

gu
e 

an
d

 t
en

d
ed

to
w

ar
d

s 
d

ri
n

k,
 w

h
ic

h
 c

au
se

d
 it

 t
o 

b
e 

o
b

sc
u

re
 in

 m
an

y 
m

at
te

rs
 o

f
ju

d
gm

en
t 

an
d

 f
o

cu
s.

 I
ts

 o
n

ly
 a

n
sw

er
 t

o
 t

h
e 

gi
rl’

s 
q

u
es

tio
n

 w
as

th
at

 w
ith

in
 o

n
e 

st
o

ry
 t

h
at

 s
h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 h

ea
r 

in
 h

er
 li

fe
tim

e 
w

as
 t

h
e

tr
u

th
 t

h
at

 s
h

e 
so

u
gh

t.
 T

h
e 

gi
rl 

w
en

t 
o

ff 
an

d
 c

o
lle

ct
ed

 s
to

rie
s,

w
h

ic
h

 
sh

e 
ch

as
es

 
to

 
th

is
 

d
ay

, 
n

o
t 

kn
o

w
in

g 
w

h
ic

h
 

o
f 

th
e

th
ou

sa
n

d
s 

h
o

ld
 th

e 
tr

ut
h

.”
“S

u
ch

 is
 t

h
e 

d
an

ge
r 

o
f 

a 
fo

o
lis

h 
q

u
es

tio
n 

an
d 

th
e 

w
is

d
o

m
 o

f
an

 u
n

sp
o

ke
n

 o
n

e.
”

I 
w

o
n

d
er

ed
 i

f 
sh

e 
kn

ew
 a

n
y 

ta
le

s 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
b

ro
th

el
, 

as
ki

n
g,

“C
an

 y
o

u
 t

el
l m

e 
ab

o
u

t 
th

is
 p

l
ac

e?
”

“T
h

at
 is

 p
ar

t 
o

f 
M

is
tr

es
s 

G
ra

ce
’s

 s
to

ry
, 

w
h

ic
h

 is
 n

o
t 

m
in

e 
to

te
ll.

 S
h

e 
h

as
 s

ai
d

 t
h

at
 w

h
en

 s
h

e 
n

ea
rs

 t
h

e 
en

d 
o

f 
h

er
 y

ea
rs

, 
sh

e
sh

al
l 

te
ll 

m
e…

 a
n

d
 o

n
ly

 i
f 

I 
p

le
d

ge
 n

ev
er

 t
o

 s
h

ar
e 

it 
w

ith
an

o
th

er
.”

“S
h

e 
h

op
es

 t
h

at
 s

h
e 

w
ill

 n
ev

er
 n

ee
d

 t
o 

te
ll 

m
e 

h
er

 t
al

e,
 f

o
r

sh
e 

h
op

es
 I

 w
ill

 f
in

d
 m

y 
o

w
n

 s
to

ry
 b

e
fo

re
 t

h
at

 t
im

e 
an

d
 l

ea
ve

th
is

 
pl

ac
e.

 
I 

th
in

k 
sh

e 
fe

ar
s 

m
y 

lif
e 

w
ill

 
b

e 
sq

u
an

d
er

ed
 

in
se

ar
ch

in
g 

fo
r 

th
is

 
ta

le
, 

an
d 

no
t 

ac
tin

g 
u

po
n

 
w

h
at

 
I 

al
re

ad
y

kn
o

w
.”

 Y
ve

s 
si

gh
ed

 s
o

ftl
y.

 “
B

u
t 

it 
ca

n
no

t b
e 

h
el

p
ed

.”
I 

as
ke

d
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

sc
en

t 
an

d
 t

h
e 

ve
il,

 b
u

t 
sh

e 
h

ad
 n

o
th

in
g 

to
ad

d
. 

S
h

e 
di

d
 k

no
w

, 
h

o
w

ev
er

, 
a 

ta
le

 c
o

n
ce

rn
in

g 
M

ar
is

sa
.
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Y

ves T
he T

ale-C
haser

“O
n

ce u
p

on
 a tim

e in
 a w

o
rld

 o
f h

ero
es and

 a tim
e o

f p
etty,

ch
ild

ish go
d

s, th
ere w

ere th
ree sisters. C

u
rsed

 w
ith

 a h
id

eo
u

s
ap

p
earan

ce, th
ey w

ere co
n

sid
ered

 d
em

o
n

s b
y th

e p
eo

p
le o

f th
e

lan
d

 and
 fo

rever sh
u

nn
ed

. O
n

e m
issed

 h
er sisters terrib

ly, yet
left 

th
at 

w
o

rld
 

w
ith

 
its 

sh
am

e 
b

eh
in

d
…

 
b

ut 
exch

an
ged

 
th

e
p

ettin
ess o

f a p
an

th
eon

 fo
r th

e p
ettin

ess o
f self.”

Im
p

ressed
 b

y h
er kn

o
w

led
ge, I also

 asked
 

fo
r a tale o

f
R

avel, th
e n

igh
t h

ag. S
h

e h
ad

 o
n

e read
y.

“T
h

e tale o
f R

a
vel P

u
zzlew

ell, frigh
ten

er o
f ch

ild
ren

, b
egin

s
an

d
 end

s w
ith

 a qu
estio

n: ‘W
h

at can
 ch

an
ge th

e n
atu

re o
f a

m
an

?’ ”
“M

an
y w

ere th
e tim

es sh
e p

o
sed

 th
is rid

dle to
 tho

se w
h

o
ap

p
ro

ach
ed h

er, th
o

se w
h

o
 so

u
gh

t to
 glean

 fro
m

 h
er th

e stran
ge

m
agics 

th
at 

sh
e 

alo
n

e 
seem

ed
 

to
 

p
ossess. 

A
ll 

atte
m

p
ted

 
to

an
sw

er h
er q

u
ery, b

u
t to

 n
o avail…

 an
d

 th
ey fo

u
n

d
 th

e price o
f

th
eir 

w
ro

n
g 

an
sw

er 
to

 
b

e 
so

m
e 

h
o

rrib
le 

fate, 
alw

a
ys 

m
o

re
terrib

le th
an

 th
e last victim

's. T
o

 reco
u

n
t th

eir vario
u

s to
rm

en
ts

w
o

u
ld

 b
e to

 sp
eak o

f th
in

gs th
at n

igh
tm

ares are w
o

ven
 fro

m
.”

“T
h

e tale strikes m
e in

 th
is w

a
y: R

avel h
erself kn

e
w

 n
o

t th
e

an
sw

er to
 th

is qu
estio

n, bu
t sh

e lu
sted fo

r su
ch

 an an
sw

er. O
n

ly
th

e w
hy o

f th
e m

atter re
m

ain
ed

 in
 q

u
estio

n
. W

h
y d

id
 th

e n
atu

re
o

f a m
an

 m
atter to

 o
n

e o
f th

e G
ray S

isters, esp
ecially o

f o
n

e o
f

su
ch

 po
w

er as R
avel?”

“It is said
 th

at sh
e pu

t th
e qu

estio
n to

 th
e Lad

y o
f P

ain
; n

ot
d

irectly, b
u

t sho
u

ted it to
 S

igil itself, d
arin

g fo
r th

e Lad
y to

an
sw

er. 
W

h
en

 n
o

 rep
ly 

w
as 

fo
rth

co
m

in
g, 

sh
e 

w
o

ve 
terrib

le
m

agics th
at th

reaten
ed

 to
 o

p
en

 th
e C

age an
d

 let th
e fu

ry o
f th

e
P

lan
es ro

ll in
 like a w

a
ve.”

“S
h

e received
 n

o
 an

sw
er o

th
er th

an
 b

an
ish

m
en

t. T
o

 th
is

d
ay, n

o
 o

n
e kno

w
s th

e an
sw

er to
 R

avel’s q
u

estio
n

…
 an

d
 n

o
w

th
ere is no

 on
e to p

etition
, fo

r R
avel h

erself is go
n

e, lo
st to

 th
e

P
lan

es.” I started
 to

 ask an
o

th
er q

u
estio

n, bu
t sh

e in
terru

p
ted.

“W
ait…

 th
ere is m

o
re. T

h
o

u
gh

 m
y tale en

d
s w

ith
 R

avel’s
d

em
ise, th

ere are so
m

e th
at claim

 th
e h

ag still lives. T
h

ere is a
silen

t p
ro

stitu
te h

ere w
h

o
 on

ce talked
 o

f su
ch

 th
in

gs, b
u

t sh
e

sp
eaks n

o
 lon

ger. If sh
e w

o
u

ld
 sp

eak to
 yo

u
, sh

e m
igh

t tell yo
u

m
o

re 
o

f 
R

a
vel.” 

I 
asked

 
w

h
at 

else 
sh

e 
kn

e
w

 
o

f 
th

e 
silen

t
p

ro
stitu

te.
“E

cco
?” Y

ve
s fro

w
n

ed
, th

in
kin

g. “I on
ce h

eard
 a tale o

f a
girl 

w
h

o
 

kn
ew

 
th

e 
w

o
rd

 
th

at, 
if 

sp
o

ken
, 

w
o

u
ld

 
un

do
 

th
e

m
u

ltiverse. 
P

erh
ap

s 
th

is 
is 

E
cco

. 
A

sk 
D

o
lo

ra, 
th

ou
gh

…
 

I
u

n
d

erstand
 th

at sh
e so

m
etim

e
s m

eets w
ith

 o
n

e w
h

o
 kn

ew
 E

cco

F
esthall L

ectures
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“A
 q

u
estio

n
? A

 q
u

estio
n fro

m
 o

n
e o

f th
e livin

g, p
erh

ap
s?”

M
o

rte du
cked

 b
elo

w
 th

e lectu
rer’s field

 o
f vie

w
, th

en
 tu

rn
ed

 to
m

e an
d

 w
h

isp
ered

.
“G

o
 ah

ead
, ch

ief. T
ell h

im
 th

e d
ark o

f it.” M
o

rte w
as n

o
t

alo
n

e in b
ein

g d
issatisfied

 w
ith

 th
e lectu

re. I d
ecid

ed
 to

 p
u

t th
e

lectu
rer to

 th
e test.

“P
ro

ve w
h

at yo
u

 sa
y is tru

e.”
“E

h
?” T

h
e lectu

rer lo
o

ked
 taken

 ab
ack. “A

n
d

 h
o

w
 m

igh
t I

d
o

 th
at?”

“D
ie. H

ere. N
ow

.”
T

h
e 

au
d

ien
ce 

b
ecam

e 
silen

t. 
F

eelin
g 

th
e 

p
ressu

re, 
th

e
sp

eaker 
sw

allo
w

ed
 

sligh
tly. 

“W
ell 

n
o

w
…

” 
H

e 
sm

irked
su

d
d

en
ly. 

“If 
yo

u
 

go
 

first, 
I 

sh
all 

do
 

so
.” 

T
h

e 
au

d
ien

ce
ch

u
ckled

.
I sm

iled
 sligh

tly as I rep
lied

, “A
gre

ed
.”

T
h

e 
sp

eaker’s 
face 

w
a

s 
sto

n
e 

fo
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t, 

th
en

 
it

b
righ

ten
ed

. “C
o

m
e u

p
 to th

e stage, m
y frien

d
!” H

e tu
rn

ed
 to

 th
e

au
d

ien
ce, sm

ilin
g. “A

 rare treat, S
igilian

s! T
o

d
a

y —
 an

d
 tod

ay
o

n
ly —

 w
e sh

all h
ave a live d

e
m

o
n

stratio
n

 o
f h

o
w

 to
 b

eco
m

e a
p

etition
er.”

I m
o

ved
 to

 th
e fro

n
t o

f th
e roo

m
. I killed

 m
yself, th

en
 go

t
b

ack u
p

.
T

h
e sp

eaker tu
rn

ed
 w

h
ite at th

is, takin
g a step

 b
ack. “B

y th
e

P
o

w
ers…

!”
I sim

p
ly sm

iled
, tu

rn
ed

, an
d started

 w
alkin

g fro
m

 th
e ro

o
m

.
I h

eard
 him

 ea
gerly tryin

g to
 w

rap
 th

in
gs u

p
 b

eh
in

d m
e.

“…
th

en
 I sh

all en
d th

is sessio
n

…
 u

m
, I sh

all co
n

tinu
e to

 lectu
re

h
ere at th

e H
all, so

…
 eh

…
 tell all yo

u
r frien

d
s.” I w

as su
re th

e
au

d
ien

ce w
o

u
ld

 talk ab
o

ut th
is lectu

re to
 th

eir frien
d

s.
I h

ad
 go

tten
 on

ly a m
o

m
en

tary satisfactio
n

 b
y ven

tin
g m

y
fru

stratio
n

 o
ver th

e jou
rn

al I co
u

ld n
o

t read on
 th

is h
yp

o
critical

sp
eaker, an

d
 reso

lved
 to

 try to
 fin

d
 a m

o
re u

sefu
l release fo

r m
y

fe
elin

gs.
In

 th
e n

ext roo
m

 an
o

th
er lectu

re w
as ab

o
u

t to
 b

egin
. T

h
in

an
d

 sh
arp-featu

red
, h

is yello
w

 skin
 co

vered
 w

ith
 tatto

o
s, th

is
lectu

rer lo
o

ked
 o

ver th
e roo

m
 an

d
 its in

h
ab

itan
ts w

ith
 cold

,
b

lack e
yes.

“I a
m

 know
n as T

h
ree-P

lan
es-A

lign
ed

, a gith
zerai sch

o
lar.

If yo
u

 are h
ere fo

r m
y lectu

re, it b
egin

s in
 a few

 m
o

m
en

ts.” H
e

sp
o

ke in
 a very lo

w
, so

m
b

er to
n

e. “T
o

d
ay I sh

all sp
eak o

f th
e

p
o

w
er o

f align
m

en
t an

d
 b

elief, an
d ho

w
 th

e
y sh

ap
e th

e P
lan

es.”
“F

irst, I sh
all exp

lain
 th

e co
n

cep
t o

f align
m

en
t.”



24
2

F
es

th
al

l L
ec

tu
re

s

F
E

S
T

H
A

LL
 L

E
C

T
U

R
E

S

I 
en

te
re

d 
a 

ro
om

 
ju

st
 

as
 

a 
le

ct
ur

er
 

w
as

 
st

ar
ti

ng
 

a 
sp

ee
ch

,
“S

ig
ili

an
s,

 w
el

co
m

e
! 

P
le

as
e,

 t
ak

e 
yo

u
r 

se
at

s,
 a

n
d

 l
is

te
n 

to
 t

h
e

‘d
ar

ks
’ o

f 
w

h
ic

h
 I 

sp
ea

k!
”

“ 
‘D

ar
ks

?
!’ 

“ 
M

o
rt

e 
sp

o
ke

, 
“G

im
m

e
 a

 b
re

ak
! 

W
e’

re
 r

e
al

ly
n

o
t 

go
in

g 
to

 li
st

en
 t

o
 t

h
is

 r
at

tle
tr

ap
, 

ar
e 

w
e?

 C
’m

o
n

…
 l

et
’s

 g
o

fin
d

 s
o

m
e 

S
en

sa
te

 c
h

its
 t

h
at

 h
av

e 
n

ev
er

 h
ad

 t
h

e 
p

le
as

u
ro

u
s

se
n

sa
tio

n
 o

f 
ta

st
in

g 
th

e 
fie

ry
 

p
as

si
o

n
 

o
f 

a 
sk

u
ll’

s 
lip

s.
” 

H
e

w
a

gg
le

d
 

h
is

 
ey

es
 

in
 

an
tic

ip
at

io
n

. 
I 

ig
n

o
re

d 
h

im
 

an
d

 
ke

p
t

lis
te

n
in

g 
to

 t
h

e 
sp

ea
ke

r.
T

h
e 

sp
ea

ke
r 

o
u

tli
n

ed
 h

is
 t

h
eo

ri
es

 o
n

 w
h

at
 o

n
e 

co
u

ld
 e

xp
ec

t
w

h
en

 t
h

ey
 d

ie
d

, 
su

ch
 a

s 
w

h
at

 p
la

n
e 

o
f 

ex
is

te
n

ce
 t

h
e

y 
w

o
u

ld
 e

nd
u

p
 u

po
n

. 
H

e 
se

e
m

ed
 q

u
ite

 s
u

re
 t

h
at

 o
n

e 
w

h
o

 h
ad

 li
ve

d
 a

 g
oo

dl
y,

o
r 

at
 l

ea
st

 a
 p

ro
p

er
, 

lif
e 

w
o

u
ld

 a
fte

r 
d

ea
th

 f
in

d
 a

 n
ew

 l
ife

 o
n

 a
p

le
as

an
t 

p
la

n
e.

H
e 

w
as

 f
in

is
h

in
g 

hi
s 

ta
lk

, 
an

d 
sa

id
, 

“N
o 

m
at

te
r 

w
h

er
e 

yo
u

go
, 

kn
o

w
 t

h
is

: 
Y

ou
 s

h
al

l 
b

e 
em

b
ar

ki
n

g 
o

n
 a

 
ne

w
 l

ife
. 

A
 n

e
w

lif
e,

 m
y 

S
ig

ili
an

s!
”

M
o

rt
e 

w
h

is
p

er
ed

: 
“A

n
d

 t
h

at
’s

 s
u

p
po

se
d 

to
 b

e 
an

 i
n

ce
n

tiv
e?

W
e 

g
et

 t
o

 d
o

 t
h

is
 a

ll a
ga

in
? 

G
ee

, 
I 

ca
n

’t 
w

ai
t 

to
 b

e 
a 

flo
at

in
g

sk
u

ll 
al

l 
o

ve
r 

ag
ai

n
. 

W
h

ee
! 

P
ik

e 
h

im
. 

W
h

at
 a

 t
ar

d
. 

S
po

ke
n

 j
u

st
lik

e 
so

m
eo

n
e 

w
h

o
 h

as
n

’t 
d

ie
d 

b
ef

o
re

, 
h

uh
?”

T
h

e 
sp

ea
ke

r 
co

n
tin

u
ed

. “
Y

o
u

 s
h

al
l b

e 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

in
h

ab
ita

n
ts

,
th

e 
p

et
iti

o
n

er
s,

 o
n 

th
is

 P
la

n
e 

o
r,

 i
de

al
ly

, 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e 

bu
ild

in
g

b
lo

ck
s 

u
po

n 
w

h
ic

h
 

th
e 

P
la

n
e 

is
 b

u
ilt

! 
It 

is
 

th
e 

go
al

 
o

f 
al

l
p

et
iti

on
er

s!
 T

o
 a

cc
o

m
p

lis
h

 t
h

is
 g

o
al

, 
yo

u
…

” 
H

e 
cl

ap
p

ed
 h

is
h

an
d

s 
to

ge
th

er
 f

o
r 

em
p

h
as

is
: 

“…
 

M
U

ST
 c

la
p!

 H
O

L
D

 c
la

p!
 T

O

cl
ap

! 
Y

O
U

R
 c

la
p!

 ID
E

A
L

S
!”

M
o

rt
e 

w
h

is
p

er
ed

 
ag

ai
n

: 
“O

h
, 

th
is

 
is

 
on

e,
 

b
ig

 
st

ea
m

in
g

lo
ad

.” T
h

e 
sp

ea
ke

r 
en

d
ed

 h
is

 t
al

k.
 “

A
n

d
 t

h
at

 i
s 

w
h

at
 a

w
ai

ts
 y

o
u

a
ft

e
r 

‘d
ea

th
,’ 

m
y 

au
d

ie
n

ce
! 

H
av

e 
a 

ca
re

 a
s 

to
 h

o
w

 y
o

u
 li

ve
 y

o
u

r
lif

e,
 b

u
t 

kn
o

w
 t

h
at

 i
t 

is
 no

t 
o

bl
iv

io
n 

th
at

 a
w

ai
ts

 y
o

u
 a

fte
r 

th
is

lif
e

!” M
o

rt
 s

ai
d,

 a
lo

u
d 

th
is

 ti
m

e,
 “

W
h

at
 w

a
sh

!”
T

h
e 

sp
ea

ke
r’

s 
h

ea
d

 t
u

rn
ed

 t
o

 f
ac

e 
M

o
rt

e,
 f

ro
w

n
in

g 
sl

ig
h

tly
.

H
e 

le
an

ed
 o

u
t, 

tr
yi

n
g 

to
 s

ee
 w

h
o

 s
p

o
ke

.

Y
ve

s 
T

he
 T

al
e-

C
ha

se
r

21
1

b
ef

o
re

 s
h

e 
st

o
p

p
ed

 s
p

ea
ki

n
g.

” 
I 

re
q

u
es

te
d 

sh
e 

te
ll 

m
e 

m
o

re
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 w
h

at
 s

h
e 

d
id

 in
 t

h
e 

B
ro

th
el

.
“I

 c
o

lle
ct

 t
al

es
, 

an
d

 t
ra

d
e 

th
em

 w
ith

 o
th

er
s 

w
h

o
'v

e 
ta

le
s 

o
f

th
ei

r 
o

w
n

.”
I 

w
as

 r
e

ad
y 

to
 t

ra
d

e 
ta

le
s 

w
ith

 h
er

, 
an

d
 I

 s
ta

rt
ed

 w
ith

 m
y

fir
st

 f
re

sh
 m

e
m

o
ry

. 
Y

ve
s 

le
an

ed
 f

o
rw

ar
d

 a
s 

I 
to

ld
 t

h
e 

ta
le

 o
f 

m
y

w
a

ke
n

in
g 

in
 t

h
e 

D
u

st
m

en
’s

 M
o

rt
u

ar
y…

 s
h

e 
se

e
m

ed
 t

o
 d

ev
ou

r
m

y 
ev

er
y 

w
o

rd
. 

A
s 

I 
fin

is
h

ed
, 

sh
e 

sm
ile

d
 

at
 

m
e.

 
“I

 
sh

al
l

re
m

e
m

b
er

 t
h

is
 t

al
e.

 I
, 

to
o

, 
w

ill
 t

el
l 

a 
te

ll 
o

f 
th

e 
D

u
st

m
en

 —
‘C

h
ap

te
rs

 o
f D

u
st

.’ 
”

“T
h

er
e 

ar
e 

ch
ap

te
rs

 i
n

 t
h

e 
D

ea
d

 B
oo

k,
 t

h
e 

m
as

si
ve

 t
o

m
e 

in
w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e 

D
u

st
m

en
 k

ee
p

 t
h

at
 r

ec
o

rd
s 

th
e 

p
as

si
n

g 
o

f 
al

l t
h

at
 li

ve
s

in
to

 t
h

e 
E

te
rn

al
 B

ou
nd

ar
y.

 I
n

 t
h

is
 B

o
o

k,
 t

h
er

e 
ar

e 
ch

ap
te

rs
 t

h
at

ar
e 

n
au

gh
t 

bu
t 

d
u

st
, 

an
d 

it 
is

 b
el

ie
ve

d
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
n

am
es

 t
h

er
ei

n
 a

re
lo

st
 s

ou
ls

 w
h

o
 c

an
no

t 
d

ie
, 

b
u

t 
m

u
st

 s
u

ffe
r 

lif
e 

et
er

n
al

ly
 u

n
til

h
is

to
ry

 it
se

lf 
d

ie
s 

an
d

 g
ra

n
ts

 t
h

em
 r

el
ea

se
.”

I 
h

ad
 a

no
th

er
 t

al
e 

re
ad

y 
fo

r 
h

er
, 

o
f t

h
e 

A
lle

y 
gi

vi
n

g 
b

ir
th

. 
A

s
I f

in
is

h
ed

, 
sh

e 
sa

id
, 

“I
 s

h
al

l r
em

em
b

er
 t

h
is

 t
al

e.
 A

n
d

 n
o

w
, 

I 
h

av
e

o
n

e 
fo

r 
yo

u
. 

B
ef

o
re

 I
 b

eg
in

 I
 m

u
st

 a
sk

: 
d

o
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 w
h

at
 a

m
o

d
ro

n
 is

?”
T

o
 m

y 
a

ffi
rm

at
iv

e 
re

p
ly

, 
sh

e 
co

n
tin

u
ed

, 
“T

h
en

 I
 s

h
al

l 
te

ll
yo

u
 t

h
e 

ta
le

 o
f ‘

T
h

e 
C

lo
ck

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

Q
u

ad
ro

n
e.

’ ”
“O

n
ce

 u
p

on
 a

 t
im

e,
 t

h
er

e 
ex

is
te

d
 a

 m
o

d
ro

n
. 

It 
w

as
 n

e
w

ly
-

cr
ea

te
d

, 
its

 l
o

gi
c 

fr
es

h
 a

n
d

 u
n

te
st

ed
, 

an
d

 i
t 

h
ad

 c
o

m
e 

to
 S

ig
il,

fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

e 
co

m
m

an
d

s 
o

f i
ts

 m
o

d
ro

n 
su

p
er

io
rs

.”
“I

t 
kn

ew
 

o
f 

n
o

th
in

g 
bu

t 
co

m
m

an
d

s 
an

d
 

d
ic

ta
te

s,
 

o
f

o
b

ed
ie

n
ce

 a
n

d
 p

as
si

n
g 

al
o

n
g 

th
e 

o
rd

er
s 

o
f 

its
 s

u
p

er
io

rs
. 

F
o

r 
yo

u
se

e,
 

m
o

d
ro

n
s 

ar
e 

o
n

ly
 

aw
ar

e 
o

f 
th

e 
co

m
m

an
d

s 
o

f 
th

ei
r

im
m

ed
ia

te
 

su
p

er
io

rs
 

—
 

th
ey

 
h

av
e 

n
o

 
gr

as
p

 
o

f 
a 

h
ig

h
er

au
th

o
rit

y.
 U

n
til

 t
hi

s 
on

e.
”

“O
n

e 
d

ay
 i

t 
ca

m
e 

u
p

on
 a

 s
m

al
l 

sh
o

p
, 

w
ith

in
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
er

e
w

a
s 

a 
sm

al
l 

cl
o

ck
 t

h
at

 c
o

u
ld

 n
o

 l
o

n
ge

r 
te

ll 
tim

e.
 I

t 
w

as
 c

ra
ck

ed
al

o
n

g 
th

e 
ed

ge
s,

 t
h

e 
w

h
ee

ls
 o

f 
its

 h
an

d
s 

b
ro

ke
n

. 
T

h
e 

m
o

d
ro

n
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 s

et
 i

ts
el

f 
to

 w
o

rk
 a

t 
ge

tt
in

g 
th

e 
p

ar
ts

 t
o 

fix
 t

h
e

b
ro

ke
n

 c
lo

ck
.”

“I
t 

m
ad

e 
a 

n
e

w
 

w
o

o
d

en
 

ho
u

si
n

g 
fo

r 
th

e 
cl

o
ck

’s
 

p
ar

ts
,

re
p

la
ce

d
 

th
e 

b
en

t 
sp

rin
gs

, 
ca

re
fu

lly
 

fil
ed

 
an

d
 

o
ile

d 
th

e
cl

o
ck

w
o

rk
 m

ac
h

in
er

y,
 a

n
d

 c
ar

ve
d

 n
ew

 h
an

d
s 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

sp
ar

se
m

et
al

 a
va

ila
b

le
 t

o
 it

. 
T

h
e 

n
ew

ly
-r

ep
ai

re
d

 c
lo

ck
’s

 p
re

ci
se

 t
ic

ki
n

g
re

m
in

d
ed

 i
t 

o
f 

th
e 

gr
ea

t 
ge

ar
s 

o
f 

M
ec

h
an

u
s,

 a
n

d
 i

t 
co

m
fo

rt
ed

 i
t

as
 m

u
ch

 a
s 

an
y 

th
in

g 
m

a
y 

co
m

fo
rt

 a
 m

o
d

ro
n

.”
“A

n
d

 w
h

at
 t

h
e 

m
o

d
ro

n
 n

ev
er

 c
am

e
 t

o
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
w

as
 t

h
at

 it
tr

u
ly

 l
ov

ed
 t

h
is

 c
lo

ck
 t

h
at

 i
t 

h
ad

 w
o

rk
ed

 o
n

, 
an

d
 f

o
r 

re
as

o
n

s 
it
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Y

ves T
he T

ale-C
haser

could not explain, elected to rem
ain in S

igil and be w
ith the

clo
ck fo

r th
e rest o

f its ye
ars.”

I trad
ed

 th
e rest o

f th
e tales o

f m
y ad

ven
tu

rin
g, and

 sh
e

reco
u

n
ted th

e fo
llo

w
in

g tales in
 exch

an
ge.

‘T
h

e P
etitio

n
er at th

e G
ate.’

“It w
a

s far a
fter p

eak w
h

en
 th

e d
istan

t po
un

din
g w

as h
eard

at th
e gates o

f th
e P

rison
.”

“C
aru

s —
 th

e o
ld

est M
ercykiller kn

o
w

n
 to

 th
e factio

n
 —

d
ragged

 h
im

self fro
m

 h
is p

o
st, m

a
kin

g h
is w

a
y d

o
w

n
 th

e h
all to

th
e great gates th

at sep
arated

 th
e pu

n
ish

ed
 fro

m
 th

e o
u

tsid
e

w
o

rld
. T

h
e p

ou
nd

in
g d

id
 n

ot fad
e as h

e reach
ed

 th
e gate an

d
sp

o
ke to

 it.”
“H

e called
 o

u
t and

 received
 n

o an
sw

er. H
e o

p
en

ed
 th

e gate,
far fro

m
 feelin

g cau
tio

n
, b

u
t a stran

ge, co
m

p
ellin

g sen
satio

n
.”

“A
 h

a
ggard

 figu
re w

as o
n

 b
en

t kn
ees ju

st b
eyo

n
d

 th
e do

or.
H

er h
an

d
s w

ere b
lo

od
y fro

m
 w

h
ere th

e
y h

ad
 b

een
 po

un
d

in
g

again
st th

e gate, an
d

 h
er b

reath
 cam

e in
 lab

o
red gasp

s. A
s th

e
flickerin

g ligh
t fro

m
 th

e in
terio

r p
riso

n ch
am

b
er p

o
u

red acro
ss

th
e 

co
bb

les, 
sh

e 
glan

ced
 

u
p 

at 
th

e 
M

ercykiller 
w

h
o

 
stoo

d
fra

m
ed

 in
 th

e d
oo

rw
a

y, an
d

 b
egan

 to
 so

b w
ith

 relief.”
“H

e felt h
im

self m
irro

red
 in

 all b
u

t h
is gen

d
er as h

e stared
at th

e w
o

m
an

, an
d

 h
e w

as stirred
 b

y h
er p

resen
ce. C

aru
s fo

u
n

d
h

im
self u

n
su

re o
f w

h
at to

 say, so
 h

e sim
p

ly w
aited

 fo
r th

e
w

o
m

an
 to

 p
ro

vid
e an

 exp
lan

atio
n

.”
“S

h
e 

d
id

. 
It 

w
as 

a 
sim

p
le 

state
m

en
t, 

b
ut 

o
f 

u
tm

o
st

im
p

o
rtan

ce, an
d

 it m
ad

e C
aru

s…
 w

h
o

se kn
ees ach

ed
 p

ain
fu

lly
w

ith
 every m

o
ve

m
en

t…
 b

en
d do

w
n

 an
d

 h
elp

 th
e w

o
m

an
 to

 h
er

fe
et. H

e b
ro

u
ght h

er in
 fro

m
 th

e o
u

tsid
e, gu

id
in

g h
er gen

tly in
to

th
e p

assage b
e

yo
n

d
.”

“S
h

e h
ad

 said
 th

at an
 in

ju
stice h

ad
 b

een
 do

n
e. A

n
d th

at w
as

all th
at C

aru
s n

eed
ed

 to
 h

ear.”
“In

 th
e end

, it cam
e to

 p
ass th

at sh
e cou

ld no
t fu

lfill h
er

d
u

ty as a F
u

ry, fo
r a m

an
 gu

ilty o
f a b

lo
o

d crim
e h

ad
 d

ied
u

n
pu

nish
ed

. S
h

e b
egged

 C
aru

s an
d

 th
e M

ercykillers fo
r aid

…
an

d
 so th

ey exe
cu

ted
 h

er. S
h

e h
ad

 failed
 in

 h
er ch

arge.”
‘T

h
e G

ild
ed

 T
ale.’

“U
p

o
n

 th
e P

lan
e o

f Y
sgard

 is th
e G

ild
ed

 H
all, w

h
ere th

o
se

S
en

sates th
at seek th

e p
leasu

re o
f gu

llet and
 loin

 can b
e fo

un
d

.
T

h
e

y in
d

u
lge th

ese p
assion

s in
 earn

est, n
ever realizin

g th
at th

e
d

o
ors o

f th
e h

all n
ever o

p
en

 and
 th

at th
ere is n

o
 clear p

ath
 b

ack
to

 th
e C

ivic F
esth

all. T
h

ey are th
e u

n
w

an
ted

 S
en

sates, th
e o

n
es

th
at do

 n
o

t tru
ly b

elieve in
 th

e factio
n

, b
ut in

stead
 seek o

n
ly

C
ivic F

esthall
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A
fter 

a
vo

id
in

g 
th

e 
d

od
ecah

ed
ron

’s 
sp

rin
gin

g 
b

lad
es, 

I
slo

w
ly p

u
zzled

 o
u

t th
e n

ext series o
f facet p

o
sitio

n
s. A

s I started
to

 
tu

rn
 

th
e 

nin
th

 
sid

e 
o

f 
th

e 
do

d
ecah

ed
ro

n
, 

I 
sud

d
enly

re
m

e
m

b
ered

 a seco
n

d
 trap

 —
 jets o

f to
xic gas th

at w
o

u
ld

 fo
rm

 a
b

illo
w

in
g 

clou
d

 o
f 

leth
al, 

co
rro

sive 
vap

o
r 

aro
un

d 
a 

cu
riou

s
m

ed
d

ler. I circu
m

ven
ted

 th
e trap

 w
ith

 th
e co

rrect am
o

u
n

t o
f

tw
ists, p

o
sitive th

at I h
ad

 n
early u

n
lo

cked
 th

e do
d

ecah
ed

ro
n.

I b
egan

 m
y w

o
rk o

n
 th

e fin
al facet p

o
sitio

n
s. Ju

st as I w
as

lo
ckin

g th
e tw

elfth
 p

en
tago

n
 in

to p
lace, I reco

llected
 so

rcero
u

s
ru

n
es 

h
id

d
en

 
w

ith
in

 
th

e 
d

od
ecah

ed
ro

n 
th

at 
w

o
u

ld
 

b
last 

th
e

u
n

w
ittin

g 
ho

ld
er 

w
ith

 
b

o
lts 

o
f 

m
ag

ical 
ligh

tn
in

g. 
A

fter
d

isarm
in

g th
e trap

 w
ith

 th
e co

rrect n
u

m
b

er o
f fa

cet ro
tatio

n
s,

th
e do

d
ecah

ed
ron

 
clicked and

 b
egan

 to
 o

p
en in

 m
y h

an
d

s…
T

h
e 

d
o

d
ecah

ed
ron

 
sp

lit 
o

n
ce, 

tw
ice, 

an
d

 
even

tu
ally

u
n

fo
ld

ed itself im
p

o
ssib

ly in
to

 a p
erfectly rectan

gu
lar tab

let th
e

size o
f a larg

e b
o

o
k. E

tch
ed

 in
to

 its su
rf

ace w
ere a series o

f
b

izarre sym
b

o
ls. It lo

o
ked

 to
 b

e a co
d

e o
r lan

gu
age th

at I felt
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e fa
m

iliar to
 m

e…
 b

u
t it w

as n
o

t. F
u

rth
er exam

in
atio

n
o

f th
e tab

let revealed
 th

at b
y tw

istin
g th

e p
en

tagon
al facets th

at
w

ere n
o

w
 u

p
on

 th
e u

nd
ersid

e o
f th

e tab
let, d

ifferen
t ‘p

ages’
co

u
ld b

e d
isp

layed
 acro

ss th
e tab

let’s face. I fin
ally realized

 th
at

th
e do

d
ecah

ed
ron

 w
as a to

m
e o

r jo
u

rn
al o

f so
m

e so
rt.

It 
w

as 
fru

stratin
g 

to
 

h
ave 

th
ese 

no
tes 

b
y 

a 
fo

rm
er

in
carn

ation
 in

 fro
n

t o
f m

e, b
u

t b
e un

ab
le to

 read
 it. I u

selessly
atte

m
p

ted
 fo

r a w
h

ile to
 access th

e secret o
f th

e w
ritin

gs fro
m

th
e d

ep
th

s o
f m

y m
in

d
. W

ith
 a gru

n
t o

f fru
stratio

n
 I pu

t th
e

jo
u

rn
al aw

a
y an

d
 left th

e roo
m

.
I en

tered
 th

e m
ain

 area o
f th

e F
esth

all again
. A

 series o
f

lectu
res 

w
a

s 
ju

st 
startin

g 
in 

roo
m

s 
reserved

 
fo

r 
th

eir
p

resen
tatio

n
s.
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0

C
iv

ic
 F

es
th

al
l

I 
al

so
 r

an
 i

nt
o 

Ju
m

bl
e 

M
ur

de
rs

en
se

, 
an

d 
af

te
r 

so
m

e 
m

in
or

di
ff

ic
ul

tie
s 

pe
rs

ua
de

d 
hi

m
 to

 r
em

ov
e 

th
e 

cu
rs

e 
he

 h
ad

 p
la

ce
d 

on
R

ee
kw

in
d,

 a
 s

to
ry

 te
ll

er
 I

 h
ad

 m
et

 in
 th

e 
H

iv
e.

I 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

w
al

ki
ng

, 
an

d 
fo

un
d 

an
 a

re
a 

of
 g

ue
st

 r
oo

m
s,

 o
n

th
e 

fa
ll

 s
id

e 
of

 t
he

 F
es

th
al

l 
fr

om
 w

he
re

 I
 h

ad
 e

nt
er

ed
. I

 s
po

ke
 t

o
th

e 
ro

om
 c

le
rk

, 
w

ho
 s

ta
rt

le
d 

m
e 

by
 o

ff
er

in
g 

m
e 

a 
ke

y 
to

 m
y

ro
om

. 
S

he
 c

ou
ld

 o
nl

y 
ex

pl
ai

n 
th

at
 h

er
 l

ed
ge

r 
in

di
ca

te
d 

th
e 

ke
y

sh
e 

ha
nd

ed
 m

e 
w

as
 f

or
 m

y 
ro

om
, 

w
hi

ch
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

w
ai

ti
ng

 f
or

m
e 

fo
r 

a 
go

od
, l

on
g 

ti
m

e.
I 

en
te

re
d 

th
e 

ro
om

, 
w

hi
ch

 s
ee

m
ed

 n
ea

tl
y 

ke
pt

 d
es

pi
te

 t
he

li
ke

ly
 m

an
y 

de
ca

de
s 

si
nc

e 
I 

ha
d 

la
st

 u
se

d 
it.

 A
m

on
g 

m
an

y
co

m
m

on
 

it
em

s 
on

 
sh

el
ve

s 
in

 
th

e 
ro

om
 

w
as

 
on

e 
th

at
 

w
as

d
iff

er
en

t.
 I

t 
w

as
 a

 h
ea

vy
 d

o
d

ec
ah

ed
ro

n
 —

 a
bo

ut
 t

h
e 

si
ze

 o
f 

b
o

th
m

y 
fis

ts
 b

al
le

d
 t

o
ge

th
er

. 
It 

se
em

ed
 i

n
ex

p
lic

ab
ly

 f
a

m
ili

ar
 t

o
 m

e.
Its

 t
ex

tu
re

 w
as

 c
o

ld
 a

n
d

 s
m

o
o

th
, 

bu
t 

w
h

et
h

er
 i

t 
w

as
 m

et
al

 o
r

st
o

n
e,

 I
 c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t 

te
ll.

 A
 c

er
ta

in
, 

al
m

o
st

 in
ta

n
gi

b
le

 ‘t
en

si
on

’ 
ra

n
o

ve
r 

th
e 

ob
je

ct
, 

as
 i

f 
it 

w
er

e 
re

ad
y 

to
 s

p
rin

g 
in

to
 t

h
e 

ai
r 

at
 a

n
y

m
o

m
en

t.
U

p
o

n 
cl

o
se

r 
ex

a
m

in
at

io
n

, 
I 

re
al

iz
ed

 t
h

at
 e

ac
h

 s
id

e 
o

f 
th

e
d

o
d

ec
ah

ed
ro

n 
w

as
 a

 p
la

te
 t

h
at

 c
o

u
ld

 b
e 

tw
is

te
d

 c
lo

ck
w

is
e 

o
r

co
u

n
te

r-
cl

o
ck

w
is

e…
 

it 
ap

p
ea

re
d

 
to

 
b

e 
a 

pu
zz

le
-b

o
x 

o
r

co
m

b
in

at
io

n
 l

o
ck

. 
A

s 
ea

ch
 o

f 
th

e 
p

en
ta

go
n

al
 p

la
te

s 
h

ad
 f

iv
e

p
o

ss
ib

le
 

p
o

si
tio

n
s,

 
th

e 
do

d
ec

ah
ed

ro
n

 
h

ad
 

n
o

 
le

ss
 

th
an

 
tw

o
h

u
nd

re
d

 
fo

rt
y-

fo
u

r 
m

ill
io

n
, 

on
e 

h
un

d
re

d
 

fo
rt

y 
th

o
u

sa
nd

, 
si

x
h

u
nd

re
d

 t
w

en
ty

-f
iv

e 
‘s

et
tin

gs
.’ 

It
 w

o
u

ld
 t

ak
e 

ev
er

y 
se

co
n

d
 o

f
th

e 
n

ex
t 

se
ve

n
ty

-s
ev

en
-o

d
d 

ye
ar

s 
to

 h
it 

al
l 

th
e 

co
m

b
in

at
io

n
s 

—
b

u
t 

th
en

, 
I 

d
ec

id
ed

 I
 m
ig

ht
 j

u
st

 g
et

 l
u

ck
y 

an
d

 s
tu

m
b

le
 o

n
to

 a
so

lu
tio

n 
in

 m
in

u
te

s…
A

s 
I 

m
et

h
o

d
ic

al
ly

 
tw

is
te

d
 

th
e 

co
ld

, 
gr

ay
 

f
ac

et
s 

o
f 

th
e

d
o

d
ec

ah
ed

ro
n,

 a
 s

tr
an

ge
 s

en
sa

tio
n 

fo
rm

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
b

as
e 

o
f 

m
y

sk
u

ll.
 M

y 
h

an
d

s 
se

em
ed

 t
o

 m
o

ve
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

o
w

n
 a

cc
o

rd
, 

tu
rn

in
g

th
e 

ob
je

ct
 a

n
d 

sp
in

n
in

g 
its

 f
ac

et
s 

w
ith

 m
ec

h
an

ic
al

 p
re

ci
si

o
n

. 
I

h
ad

 d
o

n
e 

th
is

 b
ef

o
re

…
 I

 k
n

ew
 t

h
e 

co
m

b
in

at
io

n
s,

 o
n

ce
…

 a
n

d 
I

al
so

 b
ec

am
e 

a
w

ar
e 

th
at

 t
h

er
e 

w
a

s 
a 

ce
rt

ai
n

 
da

ng
er

 w
ith

in
 t

h
e

o
b

je
ct

. 
W

h
et

h
er

 i
t 

w
as

 f
ro

m
 s

im
p

le
 t

ra
p

s 
o

r 
so

m
et

h
in

g 
le

ss
m

u
n

d
an

e,
 t

ho
u

gh
, I

 c
ou

ld
 n

o
t 

r
ec

al
l.

In
 m

o
m

en
ts

, 
I 

h
ad

 w
h

at
 m

ig
h

t 
b

e 
th

e 
fir

st
 f

o
u

r 
si

d
es

 lo
ck

ed
in

to
 t

h
ei

r 
p

ro
p

er
 p

la
ce

s.
 A

s 
I 

b
eg

an
 t

o
 t

w
is

t 
th

e 
fif

th
 s

id
e 

o
f 

th
e

d
o

d
ec

ah
ed

ro
n,

 I
 r

ec
al

le
d

 a
 c

un
n

in
g 

b
la

d
e-

tr
ap

 t
h

at
 w

o
u

ld
 s

n
ap

o
u

t 
to

 
la

sh
 

at
 

a 
m

ed
d

le
r’s

 
h

an
d

s,
 

sl
as

h
in

g 
th

ei
r 

w
ri

st
s 

an
d

se
ve

rin
g 

fin
ge

rs
. 

I 
av

o
id

ed
 t

h
e 

tr
ap

 w
ith

 t
h

e 
p

ro
p

er
 n

u
m

b
er

 o
f

ro
ta

tio
n

s,
 c

er
ta

in
 t

h
at

 I
 h

ad
 m

ad
e 

p
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 t
h

e 
un

ra
ve

lin
g 

o
f

th
e 

ob
je

ct
’s

 s
ec

re
t.

Y
ve

s 
T

he
 T

al
e-

C
ha

se
r

21
3

p
le

as
u

re
 f

o
r 

p
le

as
u

re
’s

 s
ak

e.
 A

re
 p

ri
so

n
er

s 
w

h
o

 d
o

 n
o

t 
re

al
iz

e
th

ey
 a

re
 s

u
ch

 t
ru

ly
 p

ris
o

n
er

s?
”

‘T
h

e 
La

d
y’

s 
S

u
ito

r.
’

“T
h

e 
ta

le
 c

o
n

ce
rn

s 
a 

su
ito

r 
o

f 
La

d
y 

o
f 

P
ai

n
, 

o
n

e 
o

f 
m

an
y

o
ve

r 
th

e 
ye

ar
s.

 H
e 

w
as

 a
 y

o
u

n
g 

m
an

 w
h

o
 w

a
s 

o
b

se
ss

ed
 w

ith
 t

h
e

M
is

tr
es

s 
o

f 
S

ig
il.

 H
e 

sa
w

 h
er

 e
ve

ry
w

h
er

e,
 in

 e
ve

ry
 c

o
rn

er
 o

f 
h

er
ci

ty
. 

H
e 

w
o

u
ld

 h
ea

r 
th

e 
ru

st
lin

g 
o

f 
h

er
 r

ob
es

, 
th

e 
sc

ra
p

e 
o

f 
h

er
b

la
d

es
, 

an
d

 g
re

w
 i

n
fa

tu
at

ed
 b

e
yo

n
d

 a
ll 

re
as

o
n.

 H
e 

ho
p

ed
 t

h
at

 i
f

h
e 

w
o

rs
h

ip
p

ed
 h

er
, t

h
at

 h
e 

w
o

u
ld

 a
t l

as
t 

b
e 

ab
le

 to
 s

ee
 h

er
…

 a
nd

so
 w

o
rs

h
ip

 h
er

 h
e 

d
id

.”
“H

e 
w

as
 f

o
u

n
d

 d
ea

d
 o

n
 t

h
e 

bl
oo

d
-s

o
ak

ed
 s

te
p

s 
o

f 
h

is
 o

w
n

h
o

m
e,

 g
ri

ev
o

u
s 

st
ab

 w
o

u
n

d
s 

co
ve

rin
g 

th
e 

w
h

o
le

 o
f 

h
is

 b
o

d
y…

b
u

t h
is

 e
ye

s 
w

er
e 

o
p

en
 w

id
e,

 a
n

d 
up

on
 h

is
 li

p
s 

w
as

 a
 t

ri
u

m
p

h
an

t
sm

ile
.”

A
n

 u
n

tit
le

d 
ta

le
.

“O
n

ce
 c

a
m

e 
a 

m
an

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 e

xp
er

ie
n

ce
d

 t
h

e 
m

o
st

 b
ea

u
tif

u
l

th
in

g 
in

 
th

e 
m

u
lti

ve
rs

e.
 

It 
w

as
 

h
is

 
in

te
n

tio
n

 
to

 
p

la
ce

 
th

e
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
 w

ith
in

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
C

iv
ic

 F
es

th
al

l’s
 s

en
so

ry
 s

to
n

es
 —

m
ag

ic
al

 
d

ev
ic

es
 

w
h

ic
h

 
h

el
d

 
fe

el
in

gs
 

an
d

 
m

e
m

o
rie

s 
fo

r 
an

et
er

n
ity

, 
le

a
vi

n
g 

th
em

 f
o

r 
o

th
er

s 
to

 p
ar

ta
ke

 o
f.”

“B
u

t 
h

e 
th

ou
gh

t 
ab

o
u

t 
it:

 w
o

u
ld

n
’t 

its
 b

ei
n

g 
sh

ar
ed

 d
ilu

te
th

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
? 

S
o

 h
e 

h
el

d
 i

t 
to

 h
im

se
lf,

 p
re

ci
o

u
s 

th
in

g 
th

at
 i

t
w

a
s,

 a
n

d
 a

ge
d

 w
ith

 t
h

e 
m

e
m

o
ry

. 
B

u
t 

as
 h

e 
ag

ed
, 

th
e 

m
e

m
o

ry
b

ec
a

m
e 

ta
rn

is
h

ed
 a

n
d 

b
ea

te
n

, 
an

d
 h

e 
co

ul
d

 n
o 

lo
n

ge
r 

re
ca

ll 
th

e
gl

o
ry

 o
f t

h
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

.”
‘T

h
e 

E
xe

cu
tio

n
.’

“O
n

ce
, 

a 
m

u
rd

er
er

 r
o

a
m

ed
 S

ig
il’

s 
st

re
et

s,
 a

 b
la

ck
-h

ea
rt

ed
m

an
 b

y 
th

e 
n

am
e 

o
f 

K
o

ss
ac

s.
 

H
e 

h
ad

 
b

ee
n

 
b

le
ss

ed
 b

y 
h

is
A

b
ys

sa
l m

o
th

er
 s

o
 t

h
at

 n
o

 o
n

e 
co

ul
d

 s
tr

ik
e 

h
im

 w
ith

 a
n

 in
te

n
t 

to
h

ar
m

 o
r 

th
ey

 t
h

e
m

se
lv

es
 w

o
u

ld
 d

ie
. 

H
e 

re
ve

le
d

 i
n

 h
is

 b
le

ss
in

g,
u

si
n

g 
it 

to
 s

ta
rt

 fi
gh

ts
 a

n
d 

m
u

rd
er

 a
n

yo
n

e 
w

h
o

 c
ro

ss
ed

 h
is

 p
at

h
.”

“D
u

ri
n

g 
o

n
e 

o
f 

h
is

 m
u

rd
er

o
u

s 
ra

ge
s,

 h
e 

w
as

 c
ap

tu
re

d
 b

y 
th

e
H

ar
m

o
n

iu
m

 w
ith

 n
et

s 
an

d
 b

ro
u

gh
t 

b
ef

o
re

 t
h

e 
G

u
vn

er
s.

 T
h

e 
tr

ia
l

w
a

s 
sh

o
rt

, 
fin

al
, 

ye
t 

K
o

ss
ac

s 
la

u
gh

ed
 

at
 

th
e 

p
ro

ce
ed

in
gs

,
kn

o
w

in
g 

th
at

 n
o 

on
e 

am
o

n
g 

th
em

 c
o

u
ld

 h
ar

m
 h

im
 w

ith
o

u
t 

d
yi

n
g

h
o

rr
ib

ly
. 

A
t 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
a

y 
o

f 
h

is
 t

ri
al

, 
h

e 
w

as
 p

ro
cl

ai
m

ed
 g

u
ilt

y
an

d
 s

en
te

n
ce

d
 to

 d
ea

th
.”

“K
o

ss
ac

s 
se

n
te

n
ce

 p
ro

cl
ai

m
ed

 
b

y 
th

e 
G

u
vn

er
s 

w
a

s 
th

is
:

‘C
o

n
fin

em
en

t 
fo

r 
th

ri
ce

-t
h

ir
ty

 d
ay

s,
 d

u
ri

n
g 

w
h

ic
h

 t
im

e 
yo

u
 s

h
al

l
gi

ve
 u

p
 y

o
u

r 
lif

e,
 b

e 
d

ec
la

re
d

 d
ea

d
, 

an
d

 y
o

u
r 

b
o

d
y 

re
m

o
ve

d
w

h
en

 a
ll 

si
gn

s 
o

f 
lif

e 
ce

as
e.

’ K
o

ss
ac

s 
la

u
gh

ed
 a

n
d

 d
ar

ed
 a

n
y 

o
f

th
em

 t
o

 t
ry

 a
n

d
 h

ar
m

 h
im

, 
ye

t 
th

e 
co

u
rt

 w
as

 s
ile

n
t.

”



214
Y

ves T
he T

ale-C
haser

“T
h

e M
ercykillers lead

 K
o

ssacs to
 th

eir p
riso

n an
d lo

cked
h

im
 in

 a d
ark, em

p
ty cell. T

h
ere w

a
s n

o
 co

t, no
 ligh

ts, an
d th

e
o

n
ly d

o
o

r w
as a steel grate in

 th
e ceilin

g.
A

s th
e

y lo
w

ered
 h

im
 in

to
 th

e cell, th
e M

ercykiller to
ld

 h
im

—
 in

 th
e co

rn
er o

f yo
u

r cell w
ill yo

u
 fin

d
 a ch

alice. It h
o

ld
s

p
o

ison
. Y

o
u

r d
eath

 w
ill b

e sw
ift.”

“ ‘A
ren

’t yo
u

 go
in

g to execu
te m

e?’ K
o

ssa
cs sn

arled
 at th

e
gu

ard
.

N
o

 on
e in

 S
igil sh

all lay a h
an

d
 o

n yo
u

 w
ith

 in
tent to

 h
arm

,’
ca

m
e th

e M
ercykiller’s rep

ly.
“T

h
en

 I sp
it on

 yo
u

r co
w

ard
ice!” K

o
ssacs lau

gh
ed

, feelin
g

fo
r th

e ch
alice in

 th
e d

arkn
ess, th

en
 hu

rlin
g it at th

e w
all an

d
sh

atterin
g it. Its po

iso
n d

rip
p

ed
 fro

m
 th

e w
alls an

d
 d

ried
, u

n
til it

w
a

s n
o

 m
o

re. “C
o

m
e th

en
 —

 yo
u

 w
ill h

ave to
 try an

d
 kill m

e
n

o
w

.”“B
u

t th
ere w

as n
o

 resp
on

se fro
m

 th
e grate in

 th
e ceilin

g. It
w

a
s th

en
 th

at K
o

ssacs n
o

ticed
 th

e cell h
ad

 no
 cot. N

o ligh
ts.

A
n

d
 n

o
 fo

od
 and

 w
ater. A

ll th
at rem

ain
ed

 w
as th

e sh
attered

ch
alice, th

e po
ison

 go
n

e. A
n

d
 fo

r th
e first tim

e, K
o

ssacs kn
e

w
th

e icy to
u

ch
 o

f d
eath

’s app
ro

ach.
“In

 tw
ice-th

irty d
a

ys, th
e grate o

p
en

ed
, an

d K
o

ssacs’ b
od

y,
n

o
w

 co
ld

, w
as taken

 fro
m

 th
e cell. It h

ad given
 u

p
 its life, an

d
th

e execu
tio

n
 h

ad
 b

een
 carried

 ou
t.”

I w
as o

u
t o

f sto
ries, bu

t asked
 M

o
rte if h

e h
ad

 a sto
ry to

trad
e.
H

e rep
lied

, “M
e? W

h
y d

o
 I h

ave to
 tell a sto

ry?”
I to

ld
 h

im
 to

 ju
st tell a sto

ry, to
 w

h
ich

 h
e co

m
p

lied
.

“A
n

 eld
erly m

an
 w

as sittin
g alo

n
e on

 a d
ark p

ath
, righ

t? H
e

w
a

sn
’t certain

 o
f w

h
ich

 d
irection

 to
 go

, and
 h

e'd
 fo

rgo
tten

 bo
th

w
h

ere h
e w

as tra
velin

g to
 an

d w
h

o
 h

e w
as. H

e'd
 sat d

o
w

n
 fo

r a
m

o
m

en
t to

 rest h
is w

eary le
gs, an

d
 su

dd
en

ly lo
o

ked
 u

p
 to

 see an
eld

erly w
o

m
an

 b
efo

re h
im

. S
h

e grin
n

ed
 too

th
lessly an

d
 w

ith
 a

cackle, sp
o

ke: ‘N
o

w
 yo

u
r third w

ish
. W

h
at w

ill it b
e?’ ”

“ ‘T
h

ird
 w

ish
?’ T

h
e m

an
 w

as b
a

ffled
. ‘H

o
w

 can
 it b

e a th
ird

w
ish

 if I h
aven

’t h
ad

 a first an
d

 seco
nd

 w
ish

?’ ”
“ ‘Y

o
u

've h
ad

 tw
o

 w
ish

es alread
y,’ th

e h
ag said

, ‘bu
t yo

u
r

seco
n

d
 w

ish
 w

as fo
r m

e to
 retu

rn everyth
in

g to
 th

e w
a

y it w
as

b
efo

re yo
u

 h
ad

 m
ad

e yo
u

r first w
ish

. T
h

at’s w
h

y yo
u

 re
m

e
m

b
er

n
o

th
in

g; b
ecau

se everyth
in

g is th
e w

a
y it w

as b
e

fo
re yo

u
 m

ad
e

an
y w

ish
es.’ S

h
e cackled

 at th
e p

o
or b

erk. ‘S
o

 it is th
at yo

u
h

ave o
n

e w
ish

 left.’ ”
“ ‘A

ll righ
t,’ said

 th
e m

an
, “I do

n
’t b

elieve th
is, b

ut th
ere’s

n
o

 h
arm

 in
 w

ish
in

g. I w
ish

 to
 kn

o
w

 w
h

o
 I am

.’ ”

C
ivic F

esthall
239

heard from
 B

arking-W
ilder, about m

y room
 in the F

esthall. I
asked S

plinter how
 I could get a room

 in the hall. Splinter
replied that I had to be a m

em
ber of the S

ociety of S
ensation.

B
ut I had just learned I had been a m

em
ber, once.

“W
h

at if I alread
y w

as a S
en

sate? I h
aven

’t co
m

e to
 th

is
p

lace in
 a lo

n
g tim

e, b
u

t I assu
re yo

u
…

 I w
as a S

en
sate.”

S
p

lin
ter b

ent do
w

n
 a w

a
ys to

 exam
in

e m
e m

o
re clo

sely.
“W

e d
o

 n
o

t reco
gn

ize yo
u

…
 b

u
t W

e see n
o

 lies d
rip

p
in

g
fro

m
 yo

u
r to

n
gu

e. V
ery w

ell. W
e sh

all gran
t yo

u
 access to

 tho
se

p
rivileges 

allo
w

ed
 

o
n

ly 
to

 
m

e
m

b
ers 

o
f 

th
e 

S
o

ciety 
o

f
S

en
satio

n
…

 if yo
u

 
can

 
sho

w
 

U
s 

w
h

at 
sen

satio
n

s 
yo

u
 

h
ave

gath
ered

 recen
tly. W

e w
o

u
ld

 ask fo
r five sen

satio
n

s, th
en

, each
p

ertain
in

g to
 o

n
e o

f th
e b

od
y’s sen

ses…
 o

r a sin
gle exp

erien
ce

w
h

ich
 h

as stro
n

g elem
en

ts o
f all five sen

ses.”
I 

h
ad

 
ju

st 
th

e 
thin

g. 
“I'd

 
h

ave 
a 

sin
gle 

exp
erien

ce 
to

co
n

trib
u

te, th
en

: I w
o

ke u
p

, n
o

t kn
o

w
in

g w
h

ere I w
as, o

n
 a co

ld
,

b
loo

d
-slicked

 iro
n

 slab
 in th

e b
o

w
els o

f th
e M

o
rtu

ary, a p
lace

w
h

ere 
o

n
ly 

th
e 

D
u

stm
en

 
o

r 
th

e 
co

rp
ses 

in 
th

eir 
care 

h
ave

seen
…

”
“M

y en
tire b

od
y ree

ked
 o

f e
m

b
alm

in
g flu

id
, b

u
t even

 th
e

sm
ell o

f th
at w

as n
o

t en
o

u
gh to m

atch
 th

e co
p

p
ery scen

t o
f go

re
aro

u
nd

 m
e. D

o
zen

s o
f b

o
dies lie on

 cou
n

tless bloo
d

y slab
s like

th
e on

e I ro
se fro

m
, all in

 th
e p

ro
cess o

f b
ein

g gu
tted

, flayed
,

an
d

 
th

e 
like 

b
y 

n
igh

tm
arish

 
clo

ckw
o

rk 
d

evices 
fo

r 
reaso

n
s

u
n

kn
o

w
n

. T
h

e on
ly so

u
nd

s w
ere th

e sq
u

eals o
f lab

o
red

 m
etal

an
d

 th
e un

stead
y tread

 o
f u

n
d

ead
 w

o
rkers as th

e
y p

u
sh

ed
 th

e
slab

s ab
o

ut th
e M

o
rtu

ary o
n

 ru
sted iron

 tracks.”
H

e n
o

dd
ed

. “A
 d

istu
rb

in
g exp

erien
ce.”

I rep
lied

, “A
n

d
 I even

 left o
u

t th
e p

art abo
ut th

e ch
atterin

g
sku

ll th
at flew

 at m
e a

s so
o

n
 as I w

as u
p

righ
t. W

ill it su
ffice,

S
p

lin
ter?”

H
e gran

ted
 m

e fu
ll acce

ss as a m
em

b
er after I sh

ared
 th

e
exp

erien
ce.

I m
o

ved
 ab

o
u

t th
e roo

m
s o

ff th
e m

ain
 h

all. I ran
 into

 th
e

lo
ver o

f Ju
liette fro

m
 th

e b
ro

th
el, an

d fu
lfilled

 h
er req

u
est to

m
ake h

im
 jealo

u
s w

ith
 a false lo

ve letter. A
t least I tried

; h
e

see
m

ed
 w

illin
g to

 give u
p

 th
e affair at th

e first h
in

t o
f trou

b
le.

P
erh

ap
s th

ey w
ere b

etter m
atch

ed
 th

an
 I tho

u
gh

t.
I w

as also
 ab

le to
 do

 a service fo
r D

o
lo

ra as w
ell, o

b
tain

in
g

th
e ke

ys to
 h

er h
eart fro

m
 M

errim
an

, a b
itter, can

tan
kero

u
s old

co
d

ger. N
atu

rally, I h
ad

 to
 do

 a service fo
r M

errim
an

 as w
e

ll
first; a

fter m
y service I fo

u
n

d
 M

errim
an

 a m
u

ch
 m

o
re likeab

le
fello

w
, if so

m
e

w
h

at co
n

fu
sed

.
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C
iv

ic
 F

es
th

al
l

th
em

 a
s 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 g
iv

en
 t

o 
m

e.
 S

uc
h 

is
 a

 h
al

lm
ar

k 
an

d 
th

e
re

sp
o

n
si

b
ili

ty
 o

f t
h

o
se

…
 n

o
b

le
-b

or
n.

”
A

n
n

ah
 g

la
re

d
 a

t 
G

ra
ce

 a
n

d
 S

ar
h

av
a 

fu
rio

u
sl

y.
S

ar
h

av
a 

b
o

w
ed

 lo
w

. 
“T

h
en

 a
llo

w
 m

e 
to

 e
xc

u
se

 m
ys

el
f 

w
ith

an
 a

p
o

lo
gy

, 
M

is
tr

es
s 

G
ra

ce
, 

to
 y

o
u

 a
n

d
 y

o
u

r 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s.

 M
y

w
o

rd
s 

w
er

e 
ill

-c
h

o
se

n
. 

’T
is

 t
h

e 
d

ri
n

k 
th

at
 c

au
se

d
 m

e 
to

 s
p

ea
k

su
ch

 r
ub

b
is

h
, 

an
d

 I
 a

m
 f

ill
ed

 w
ith

 s
h

am
e 

fo
r 

h
av

in
g 

b
el

itt
le

d
m

ys
el

f s
o

 b
ef

o
re

 m
y 

te
ac

h
er

 o
f o

ld
.”

 S
h

e 
tu

rn
ed

 a
nd

 le
ft.

N
o

 
on

e 
el

se
 

st
an

d
in

g 
in

 
fr

o
n

t 
o

f 
th

e 
F

es
th

al
l 

ch
o

se
 

to
in

te
rc

ep
t 

u
s 

as
 w

e 
en

te
re

d
 t

h
e 

m
ai

n
 d

oo
rs

. 
W

e 
w

er
e 

en
te

ri
n

g 
a

la
rg

e 
h

al
l, 

w
ith

 d
oo

rs
 o

p
en

in
g 

o
ff 

to
 o

u
r 

rig
h

t.
 O

f 
th

o
se

 m
o

vi
n

g
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
h

al
l a

 la
rg

e 
m

an
 d

ir
ec

tly
 i

n
 f

ro
n

t 
o

f 
u

s 
d

o
m

in
at

ed
 i

t. 
I

m
o

ve
d

 t
o

w
ar

d
s 

h
im

.
T

h
is

 t
o

w
er

in
g 

m
an

’s
 g

o
ld

en
 s

ki
n

 s
p

ar
kl

ed
 s

lig
h

tly
, 

al
m

o
st

as
 i

f 
it 

w
er

e 
m

et
al

lic
 —

 w
h

et
h

er
 i

t 
w

as
 h

is
 a

ct
u

al
 f

le
sh

 o
r

m
er

el
y 

p
ai

n
te

d
 o

n,
 I

 c
ou

ld
 n

o
t 

te
ll.

 H
e 

re
ga

rd
ed

 m
e 

co
o

lly
 a

s 
I

ap
p

ro
ac

h
ed

, 
gi

vi
n

g 
a 

re
sp

ec
tfu

l b
o

w
 a

s 
I d

re
w

 n
ea

r.
“W

el
co

m
e 

to
 t

h
e 

C
iv

ic
 F

es
th

al
l, 

tr
av

el
er

; 
W

e 
ar

e 
S

p
lin

te
r,

d
o

or
m

an
 t

o
 t

h
e 

F
es

th
al

l 
an

d
 P

ri
es

t-
K

in
g 

o
f 

U
r.

 H
o

w
 m

a
y 

W
e

h
el

p
 

yo
u

?”
 

D
es

p
ite

 
h

is
 h

u
m

b
le

 
o

ffe
r 

o
f 

ai
d

, 
h

is
 

vo
ic

e 
w

as
p

o
w

er
fu

l 
an

d
 c

o
m

m
an

d
in

g,
 a

 d
ee

p
 a

nd
 r

u
m

b
lin

g 
so

u
nd

 t
h

at
re

so
n

at
ed

 th
ro

u
gh

ou
t 

th
e 

ch
am

b
er

. 
I a

sk
ed

 h
o

w
 h

e 
co

u
ld

 h
el

p
.

“W
e 

d
o

 m
an

y 
th

in
gs

 i
n 

th
is

 f
in

e 
h

al
l, 

tr
av

el
er

. 
W

e 
an

sw
er

q
u

es
tio

n
s 

gu
es

ts
 m

ig
h

t 
h

av
e 

re
g

ar
d

in
g 

it 
o

r 
its

 i
n

h
ab

ita
n

ts
. 

W
e

d
ire

ct
 b

o
th

 v
is

ito
rs

 a
n

d 
m

e
m

b
er

s 
o

f 
th

e 
S

o
ci

et
y 

o
f 

S
en

sa
tio

n
al

ik
e 

to
 t

h
e 

se
n

so
riu

m
s 

o
r 

le
ct

u
re

 h
al

ls
. 

W
e 

al
so

 a
cc

ep
t 

n
ew

m
e

m
b

er
s 

in
to

 t
h

e 
S

o
ci

et
y.

 L
as

tly
, 

it 
is

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 u

s 
th

at
 p

u
rc

h
as

es
fr

o
m

 t
h

e 
S

o
ci

et
y’

s 
va

u
lts

 a
re

 m
ad

e…
 s

p
el

ls
, 

ite
m

s 
an

d
 s

u
ch

.”
C

u
ri

ou
s,

 I
 a

sk
ed

 a
b

ou
t 

h
im

. 
H

e 
re

p
lie

d
, 

“T
h

er
e 

is
 l

itt
le

 t
o

sa
y 

th
at

 W
e 

h
av

e 
n

o
t 

to
ld

 y
o

u
. 

W
e 

ar
e 

th
e 

S
p

lin
te

r,
 d

oo
rm

an
 t

o
th

e 
F

es
th

al
l, 

d
em

ig
o

d
 

so
n

 o
f 

Is
ah

ar
 

an
d

 
P

rie
st

-K
in

g 
o

f 
U

r.
P

la
n

ew
al

ke
rs

 c
a

m
e 

to
 o

u
r 

w
o

rld
 a

nd
 t

ol
d

 U
s 

o
f 

th
e 

S
o

ci
et

y 
o

f
S

en
sa

tio
n

; 
W

e 
w

er
e 

fa
sc

in
at

ed
 a

n
d

 r
et

u
rn

ed
 w

ith
 t

h
em

. 
W

e 
le

ft
U

r 
in

 t
h

e 
ca

p
ab

le
 h

an
d

s 
o

f 
o

u
r 

q
u

ee
n

 s
o

 t
h

at
 W

e 
m

ig
h

t 
co

m
e 

to
th

is
 p

la
ce

 a
n

d
 e

xp
er

ie
n

ce
 ‘

se
rv

itu
d

e’
 a

n
d 

‘h
u

m
ili

ty
’ 

fo
r 

a 
tim

e.
A

s 
tim

e 
d

o
es

 n
o

t 
p

as
s 

h
er

e 
as

 it
 d

o
es

 in
 U

r,
 t

h
e 

ce
n

tu
ry

 W
e 

h
av

e
sp

en
t 

h
er

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
as

 a
 m

er
e 

se
ve

ra
l 

m
o

n
th

s 
in

 o
u

r 
o

w
n

 w
o

rl
d

.
A

fte
r 

an
o

th
er

 d
ec

ad
e 

o
r 

so
, 

W
e 

im
a

gi
n

e 
W

e 
sh

al
l 

b
e 

re
ad

y 
to

re
tu

rn
 to

 U
r 

an
d

 r
u

le
 it

 o
n

ce
 m

o
re

.”
I 

as
ke

d
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

la
yo

u
t 

o
f 

th
e 

F
es

th
al

l. 
H

e 
ex

p
la

in
ed

 t
h

e
lo

ca
tio

n 
o

f 
th

e 
m

ee
tin

g 
ro

o
m

s 
an

d
 t

ra
in

in
g 

h
al

ls
, 

an
d

 t
h

at
 h

e
w

o
u

ld
 

h
av

e 
to

 
b

e 
co

n
su

lte
d 

to
 

ta
ke

 
u

s 
to

 
a 

se
n

so
ri

u
m

, 
to

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 r
ec

o
rd

ed
 s

en
sa

tio
n

s.
 I

 h
ad

 r
ec

al
le

d
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

I 
h

ad

Y
ve

s 
T

he
 T

al
e-

C
ha

se
r

21
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“ 
‘F

u
nn

y,
’ 

sa
id

 t
h

e 
o

ld
 w

o
m

an
 a

s 
sh

e 
gr

an
te

d
 h

is
 w

is
h

 a
n

d
d

is
ap

p
ea

re
d

 fo
re

ve
r.

 ‘T
h

at
 w

as
 y

o
u

r 
fir

st
 w

is
h

.’ 
”

Y
ve

s 
re

sp
o

n
d

ed
 w

ith
 ‘T

h
e 

F
ie

nd
’s

 G
a

m
e.

’
“A

 f
ie

n
d

 s
o

m
et

im
es

 w
an

d
er

ed
 t

h
e 

w
ild

er
n

es
s 

o
f 

a 
ce

rt
ai

n
P

ri
m

e 
w

o
rld

 i
n

 t
h

e 
gu

is
e 

o
f 

a 
fr

ie
n

d
ly

 o
ld

 m
an

. 
O

n
e 

d
ay

, 
h

e
ca

m
e 

u
p

o
n

 s
o

m
e 

h
u

n
te

rs
 in

 t
h

e 
w

o
o

d.
”

“ 
‘W

h
at

 a
re

 y
o

u
 d

o
in

g?
’ 

T
h

e 
fie

n
d

 a
sk

ed
. 

T
h

e 
h

u
n

te
rs

 t
o

ld
h

im
, 

an
d

 t
h

e 
fie

n
d 

no
dd

ed
. 

‘I 
h

av
e 

n
ev

er
 b

ee
n

 o
n 

a 
hu

n
t 

b
ef

o
re

.
‘ ”

“T
h

e 
h

u
n

te
rs

 i
n

vi
te

d 
th

e 
o

ld
 m

an
 t

o
 c

o
m

e 
al

o
n

g,
 a

n
d

 t
h

e
gr

o
u

p
 e

ve
n

tu
al

ly
 c

a
m

e 
u

p
o

n
 a

 g
la

d
e 

w
h

er
e 

se
ve

ra
l 

d
ee

r 
w

er
e

gr
az

in
g.

 T
h

e 
h

u
n

te
rs

 c
ar

rie
d

 c
ro

ss
bo

w
s,

 b
u

t 
d

id
 n

o
t 

fir
e,

 a
n

d
 t

h
e

fie
n

d
 a

sk
ed

 t
h

em
 w

h
y.

”
“ 

‘T
h

e
y 

ar
e 

u
n

ar
m

ed
,’ 

th
e 

hu
n

te
rs

 c
hu

ck
le

d
, 

p
at

tin
g 

th
ei

r
cr

o
ss

b
o

w
s.

 ‘
W

e 
h

u
n

t 
n

o
th

in
g 

th
at

 d
o

es
 n

o
t 

h
av

e 
th

e 
ab

ili
ty

 t
o

d
ef

en
d

 it
se

lf.
 A

fte
r 

al
l, 

w
h

er
e 

is
 t

h
e 

sp
o

rt
 in

 th
at

?’
 ”

“T
h

e 
fie

n
d

 n
od

d
ed

 a
t 

th
is

, 
an

d
 p

ro
m

p
tly

 g
at

ed
 in

 th
re

e 
o

f 
h

is
fe

llo
w

s.
 T

h
e 

h
u

n
te

rs
 l

ed
 t

h
em

 o
n

 a
 m

er
ry

 c
h

as
e,

 b
u

t 
ev

en
tu

al
ly

th
ey

 w
er

e 
ca

u
gh

t 
an

d
 e

at
en

.”
I 

as
ke

d
 D

ak
'k

o
n

 t
o

 s
h

ar
e 

a 
ta

le
. 

D
ak

'k
o

n
 n

od
d

ed
 s

o
le

m
n

ly
.

“I
 s

h
al

l i
m

p
ar

t 
th

e 
ta

le
 o

f ‘
A

ch
'a

li 
D

ro
w

n
in

g.
’ ”

D
ak

'k
o

n
 t

o
ld

 t
h

e 
st

o
ry

 o
f 

A
ch

'a
li,

 a
 f

o
o

lis
h

 g
ith

ze
ra

i o
f 

m
yt

h
w

h
o

 h
ad

 b
ec

o
m

e 
lo

st
 i

n
 t

h
e 

ch
ao

s 
o

f 
lim

b
o

. 
N

or
m

al
ly

, 
a 

si
n

gl
e

gi
th

ze
ra

i 
m

a
y 

u
se

 t
h

ei
r 

fo
cu

s 
an

d
 m

en
ta

l 
d

is
ci

p
lin

e 
to

 f
o

rm
 t

h
e

ch
ao

s 
ar

o
un

d
 t

h
em

 in
to

 a
 s

m
al

l, 
h

ab
ita

bl
e 

en
vi

ro
n

m
en

t.
 A

ch
'a

li,
h

o
w

ev
er

, 
as

ke
d

 s
o

 m
an

y 
u

se
le

ss
 a

n
d

 u
n

fo
cu

se
d

 q
u

es
tio

n
s 

in
 h

er
q

u
es

t 
to

 r
et

u
rn

 h
o

m
e 

th
at

 h
er

 i
sl

e 
o

f 
m

at
te

r 
d

is
so

lv
ed

 a
ro

u
nd

h
er

, 
an

d 
sh

e 
d

ro
w

n
ed

.
Y

ve
s 

sm
ile

d
. 

“F
as

ci
n

at
in

g,
 D

ak
'k

o
n

. 
Le

t 
m

e 
sh

ar
e 

w
ith

 y
o

u
an

d
 y

o
u

r 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s 

an
o

th
er

 v
er

si
o

n
 o

f 
yo

u
r 

ta
le

 t
h

at
 I

 h
av

e
h

ea
rd

…
”

D
ak

'k
o

n
 lo

o
ke

d
 a

tt
en

tiv
e,

 a
n

d 
p

er
h

ap
s 

a 
lit

tle
 s

u
rp

ri
se

d.
“O

n
e 

d
ay

, 
sh

e 
en

co
u

n
te

re
d

 
a 

sl
aa

d
i 

o
n 

h
is

 
w

a
y 

to
 

th
e

sp
aw

n
in

g 
st

o
n

e.
 S

h
e 

h
as

til
y 

er
ec

te
d

 a
 w

al
l 

o
f 

ch
ao

s 
m

at
te

r,
w

h
ic

h
 e

ve
n

 t
h

e 
ra

ve
n

o
u

s 
sl

aa
d

i 
fo

un
d

 d
iff

ic
u

lt 
to

 b
re

ak
 d

o
w

n
.

H
u

n
gr

ily
, 

it 
w

ai
te

d
, 

an
d

 s
po

ke
 t

o
 h

er
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 t
h

e 
w

al
l. 

S
h

e
as

ke
d

 i
t 

q
u

es
tio

n
s,

 a
nd

 a
s 

sh
e 

b
ec

a
m

e 
m

o
re

 a
b

so
rb

ed
 i

n
 h

er
p

o
in

tle
ss

 
qu

er
ie

s 
an

d
 

th
e 

sl
aa

d
i’s

 
an

sw
er

s,
 

h
er

 
o

w
n

 
w

al
l

d
ec

a
ye

d
 a

n
d

 c
o

lla
p

se
d 

up
on

 h
er

…
 a

nd
 t

h
u

s 
sh

e 
d

ro
w

n
ed

 i
n

 t
h

e
m

at
te

r 
o

f L
im

b
o

.”
I 

fin
al

ly
 a

sk
ed

 A
n

n
ah

 i
f 

sh
e 

w
o

u
ld

 t
ra

d
e 

a 
ta

le
. 

H
er

 a
n

sw
er

in
d

ic
at

ed
 s

h
e 

se
em

ed
 t

o
 h

av
e 

go
tt

en
 o

ve
r 

h
er

 a
n

ge
r 

at
 m

e.
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Y

ves T
he T

ale-C
haser

“A
ye, I'm

 a n
o

 go
od

 at tellin
g su

ch th
in

gs, I'm
 n

o
t.” S

h
e

fro
w

n
ed

, an
d w

aved
 h

er h
and

s as if tryin
g to

 sh
o

o
 aw

a
y th

e
id

ea. “D
o

nn
ae b

e askin
g m

e fer su
ch

 no
n

sen
se, n

o
w

.” Y
ves

sm
iled

 at A
n

n
ah

.
“B

u
t I w

o
u

ld very m
u

ch
 like to

 h
ear yo

u
r sto

ry…
” I ad

d
ed

m
y vo

ice.
“P

lease sh
are yo

u
r sto

ry, A
n

n
ah

…
” M

o
rt cou

ldn
’t resist h

is
o

w
n

 ad
d

itio
n.

“C
’m

o
n already, fiendling. Y

ou already have one tail you
w

o
n

’t p
art w

ith
.”

A
n

n
ah

 lo
o

ked
 u

n
co

m
fo

rtab
le, h

er tail lash
in

g slo
w

ly b
ack

an
d

 fo
rth

.
“W

ell, I kn
o

w
 o

n
e sto

ry…
” S

h
e su

d
d

enly b
eca

m
e an

gry,
glarin

g at Y
ves. “…

b
u

t yeh
 m

igh
t n

o
t like it, yeh

 w
o

n
’t, so

d
o

n’t b
e b

lam
in

’ m
e fer yer ch

o
kin

’ it o
u

tta m
e

!”
“G

o
 ah

ead
, A

n
n

ah
…

” I en
co

u
raged

 h
er. A

n
n

ah
 sco

w
led

,
th

en
 fin

ally relen
ted

 w
ith

 an
 exasp

erated
 sigh

.
“I h

eard
 a sto

ry w
h

en
 I w

as a w
ee lass.”

“T
h

is b
erk’s w

alkin
’ h

o
m

e real late, n
ear an

ti-p
eak, an

’
p

asses an
 o

ld
 too

th
less cron

e in a d
ark an

’ o
th

erw
ise e

m
p

ty
street. ‘W

h
ere yeh

 go
in

'?’ sh
e asks h

im
.”

“ ‘H
o

m
e, to

 m
e w

ife an
’ kip

,’ h
e says.”

“ ‘N
ear th

e S
lags?’ “ sh

e asks h
im

.”
“ ‘S

u
re en

ou
gh

,’ h
e says.”

“S
o

 sh
e asks h

im
 a favo

r…
 ta take a b

o
x sh

e’s go
t ta

D
ead

er’s P
it an

’ give it ta th
e w

o
m

an
 th

ere. N
o

w
 th

is b
erk’s a

real sap
, too

 n
ice ta say n

o
 d

esp
ite th

e fact h
e’s su

re so
m

eth
in

’s
n

o
t q

uite right abo
u

t th
is o

ld
 cron

e, and
 agrees. ‘B

u
t w

h
at’s th

e
w

o
m

an
’s n

a
m

e?’ h
e asks. ‘W

h
ere d

o
es sh

e live? W
h

ere sh
o

u
ld

 I
lo

o
k fer h

er if sh
e’s n

o
t b

y D
ead

er’s P
it?’ ”

“T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 

h
an

d
s 

h
im

 
th

e 
b

o
x 

—
 

a 
w

o
o

d
en

 
th

in
g,

w
rap

p
ed

 in
 co

lo
red

 clo
th —

 an
’ tells h

im
 ta ju

st go
, an

’ sh
e'll b

e
th

ere. F
in

ally, sh
e w

arn
s h

im
: ‘A

n
’ w

h
atever yeh

 d
o

es, do
 

not
o

p
en

 th
e b

o
x!’ ”

“S
o

 h
e takes it ho

m
e w

ith
 h

im
 an

’ h
id

es it in
 th

e rafters,
th

in
kin

’ h
e'll b

rin
g it b

y D
ead

er’s P
it w

h
en

 it’s ligh
t o

u
t. H

is
w

ife, 
th

o
u

gh
, 

seein
’ 

h
im

 
h

id
in

’ 
th

e 
bo

x, 
gets 

righ
t 

jealou
s

th
in

kin
’ it’s a gift fer a lo

ver o
r so

m
eth

in
', an

’ op
en

s it u
p as

so
o

n as h
e’s no

t lo
o

kin
'.”

“W
ell, tu

rn
s ou

t th
e bo

x w
as fu

ll o
’ go

u
ged

-ou
t eyes an

’
severed m

ale m
e

m
b

ers w
ith the hair still on

 ‘em
. H

er screa
m

b
rou

gh
t th

e b
erk run

n
in

'…
 h

e rem
e

m
b

ered
 w

h
at th

e cro
n

e said
,

go
t righ

t scared
 an

d w
rap

p
ed

 th
e bo

x b
ack u

p
.”

C
ivic F

esthall
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C
IV

IC
 F

E
S

T
H

A
LL

F
all-F

rom
-G

race pointed out the C
ivic F

esthall ahead of us. I
hurried tow

ards the structure, nearly colliding w
ith a w

om
an

and her tw
o com

panions.
T

he sm
ell of alcohol w

afted heavily from
 the young w

om
an

an
d

, d
esp

ite h
er d

ark skin
, I cou

ld
 see th

at h
er face —

 b
eau

tifu
l,

b
u

t cru
el-loo

kin
g —

 w
as flu

sh
ed

. S
h

e w
as slen

d
er b

u
t w

ell-
m

u
scled

, ad
o

rn
ed

 in
 exo

tic jew
elry an

d
 tran

slu
cen

t silk clo
thin

g.
N

u
m

ero
u

s 
scars 

crisscro
ssed

 
h

er 
th

igh
s 

and
 

fo
rearm

s; 
th

e
y

lo
o

ked
 to

 b
e fro

m
 b

attle-w
o

u
n

d
s. A

 sn
eer ap

p
eared

 o
n

 h
er f

ace.
“W

ell, w
ell…

 w
h

at h
ave w

e h
ere? A

 little tieflin
g gu

tter-
q

u
een

, co
m

e cra
w

lin
g o

u
t o

f th
e H

ive?” T
h

e w
o

m
an

 
p

o
u

ted
,

talkin
g as o

n
e w

o
u

ld
 to

 a sm
all ch

ild
. “A

re 
yo

u
 lo

st, little
tieflin

g? O
h

, lo
o

k! It h
as a tail! H

o
w

…
cu

te
!”

A
n

n
ah

 flu
sh

ed
, and

 w
ith

 a sn
arl, blad

es sp
ro

uted
 fro

m
 h

er
fists.“N

o
w

, 
fien

d
-kin

, 
do

n
’t 

do
 

th
at,” 

T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 

see
m

ed
u

n
con

cern
ed

 
as 

A
n

n
ah

 
d

rew
 

h
er 

w
eap

o
n

s, 
and

 
clu

cked
d

isap
p

ro
vin

gly w
ith

 h
er ton

gu
e. “C

arefu
l n

o
w

, o
r I'll rem

o
ve

th
at tail o

f yo
u

rs an
d feed

 it to
 m

y d
o

gs.”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race 
sp

o
ke 

u
p

. 
“You

n
g 

S
arh

ava? 
S

arh
ava

V
h

ju
l, co

uld
 it b

e yo
u

?” T
h

e yo
u

n
g w

o
m

an
 ap

p
eared

 co
n

fu
sed

fo
r a m

o
m

en
t, th

en reco
gn

ized
 F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race. S
h

e see
m

ed
startled

 an
d

 ab
ash

ed
.

“M
istress G

race
! I h

ad
 n

o
t no

ticed
 yo

u
…

 on
ly sh

a
m

e
fu

lly
d

o
 I ad

m
it th

is, fo
r yo

u
r no

b
le ap

pearan
ce w

o
u

ld
 b

e o
b

vio
u

s to
even

 a d
u

llard
.” F

all-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce ga

ve th
e b

arest o
f n

o
d

s.
“Y

o
u

r w
o

rd
s are m

o
st skillfu

lly ch
o

sen
, u

nlike th
o

se h
eard

so
 recen

tly.” S
arh

ava see
m

ed
 sh

am
ed

.
“Y

es, M
istress…

 I regret th
at su

ch
 w

o
rd

s w
ere sp

o
ken

 in
yo

u
r p

resen
ce.”

“I regret th
e

y w
ere sp

o
ken

 at all.” H
er to

n
e b

arely ch
an

g
ed

,
b

u
t th

e sub
tle rep

rim
an

d
 see

m
ed

 to
 crack th

e yo
u

n
g w

o
m

an
’s

fa
ce 

like 
a 

w
h

ip
. 

“It 
p

ain
s 

to 
see 

an
 

o
ld

 
stud

en
t 

o
f 

m
in

e
b

eh
avin

g so
…

”
F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race co
n

tin
u

ed, “T
h

ese are m
y co

m
p

an
io

n
s th

at
I am

 tra
velin

g w
ith

. I w
o

u
ld exp

ect th
e sam

e co
u

rtesy given
 to
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A
el

w
yn

ch
ill

 t
o

 d
es

ce
n

d 
o

ve
r 

m
e.

 “
Y

o
u

 s
ee

m
ed

 a
 d

iff
er

en
t 

m
an

, 
th

en
…

le
ss

 g
ri

m
, 

le
ss

 s
ca

rr
ed

. 
S

o
 e

ag
er

 t
o

 s
ee

 a
ll 

th
at

 t
h

e 
m

u
lti

ve
rs

e
h

ad
 t

o
 o

ffe
r.

 Y
o

u
 c

o
u

rt
ed

 m
e,

 A
el

w
yn

, 
th

en
, 

an
d

 w
as

 n
ea

rl
y

ta
ke

n
 a

s 
a 

lo
ve

r 
—

 b
u

t 
th

en
 y

o
u

 d
is

ap
p

ea
re

d
.”

“W
h

er
e 

d
id

 I 
go

?”
“I

, 
A

el
w

yn
, 

w
as

 t
o

ld
 y

o
u

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
 s

la
in

…
 m

u
rd

er
ed

.”
 S

h
e

lo
o

ke
d

 u
p

 f
o

r 
a 

m
o

m
en

t 
to

 p
ee

r 
cu

rio
u

sl
y 

in
to

 m
y 

e
ye

s.
 “

I 
m

et
yo

u
 o

n
ly

 o
n

ce
 m

o
re

 a
fte

r 
th

at
.”

“D
id

 I 
re

m
e

m
b

er
 y

o
u

 t
h

en
?”

“N
o

.”
 S

h
e 

sh
o

o
k 

h
er

 h
ea

d
 s

ad
ly

, 
th

en
 t

ou
ch

ed
 h

er
 t

h
ro

at
.

“N
o

, 
yo

u
 d

id
 n

o
t.

 Y
o

u
 l

as
h

ed
 o

u
t 

at
 m

e,
 A

el
w

yn
, 

m
ad

e 
to

 s
la

y
m

e.
 S

cr
ea

m
ed

 h
o

w
 I

, 
A

el
w

yn
, 

co
u

ld
 n

o
t 

fo
o

l 
yo

u
, 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t
en

sn
ar

e 
an

d
 m

u
rd

er
 y

o
u

…
”

“W
e 

h
ad

 m
et

 i
n

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e 
no

rt
h

er
n

 t
o

w
er

s 
o

f 
th

e 
F

es
th

al
l,

o
n

 t
h

e 
se

ve
n

th
 f

lo
o

r.
 B

ef
o

re
 y

o
u

 c
o

u
ld

 c
ho

ke
 t

h
e 

lif
e 

fr
o

m
 m

e,
I, 

A
el

w
yn

, 
u

se
d

 m
y 

p
o

w
er

s 
to

 b
ad

e 
yo

u
 l

ea
p

 f
ro

m
 a

 w
in

d
o

w
 t

o
yo

u
r 

d
ea

th
. 

W
h

en
 I

, 
A

el
w

yn
, 

fin
al

ly
 w

en
t 

in
 s

ea
rc

h
 o

f 
yo

u
r

b
ro

ke
n

 b
o

d
y,

 y
o

u
 h

ad
 a

lre
ad

y 
go

n
e…

”
“I

 s
ee

…
” 

I 
kn

e
w

 I
 h

ad
 t

ra
ve

le
d

 m
an

y 
p

at
h

s 
in

 p
re

vi
o

u
s

in
ca

rn
at

io
n

s,
 b

u
t 

I 
h

ad
 n

o
t 

co
n

si
d

er
ed

 i
n

sa
n

ity
 a

s 
o

n
e 

o
f 

th
e

b
ra

n
ch

in
gs

.
“T

h
at

 i
s 

th
e 

w
h

o
le

 o
f 

m
y,

 A
el

w
yn

's
, 

ta
le

 f
o

r 
yo

u
. 

W
e 

w
er

e
n

o
t 

st
ra

n
ge

rs
, 

o
n

ce
, 

b
u

t 
h

av
e 

n
o

w
 

b
ec

o
m

e 
so

. 
F

ar
ew

el
l,

st
ra

n
ge

r,
 a

n
d

 m
a

y 
fo

rt
u

n
e 

w
al

k 
w

ith
 y

o
u

 in
 y

o
u

r 
tr

av
el

s.
”

“T
h

an
ks

, 
A

el
w

yn
. 

F
ar

e
w

el
l.”

Y
ve

s 
T

he
 T

al
e-

C
ha

se
r

21
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“H
e 

w
en

t 
o

u
t 

st
ra

ig
h

t 
aw

a
y 

ta
 D

ea
d

er
’s

 P
it,

 a
n

’ s
u

re
 e

no
u

gh
th

er
e 

w
as

 a
n

o
th

er
 o

ld
 h

ag
 w

ai
tin

’ 
th

er
e 

fo
r 

h
im

. 
H

e 
h

an
d

s 
h

er
th

e 
bo

x,
 a

n
’ 

sh
e 

sa
ys

 t
a 

h
im

: 
‘T

h
is

 b
o

x 
h

as
 b

ee
n

 o
p

en
ed

 a
n

d
lo

o
ke

d
 in

to
.’ 

”
“T

h
e 

p
o

o
r 

b
er

k 
tr

ie
s 

ta
 d

en
y 

it,
 b

u
t 

sh
e 

ge
ts

 t
h

is
 d

re
ad

fu
l

lo
o

k 
on

 h
er

 f
ac

e.
 ‘Y

e
'v

e d
o

n
e 

so
m

et
h

in
’ h

o
rr

ib
le

!’ 
sh

e 
te

lls
 h

im
,

th
en

 d
is

ap
p

ea
rs

. 
T

h
at

 d
o

n
e,

 h
e 

hu
rr

ie
s 

b
ac

k 
ta

 h
is

 k
ip

.”
“H

e’
s 

fe
el

in
’ 

ill
 w

h
en

 h
e 

ge
ts

 b
ac

k,
 a

n
’ 

ta
ke

s 
ta

 b
ed

. 
H

is
w

ife
 b

itt
er

ly
 r

eg
re

tt
ed

 o
p

en
in

’ 
th

e 
b

o
x 

an
’ 

al
l, 

bu
t 

it 
w

as
 t

o
o

la
te

…
 t

h
e 

n
ex

t 
d

ay
 h

e 
d

ie
d

 o
f 

a 
ro

tt
in

’ 
d

is
ea

se
, 

an
’ 

th
e 

fir
st

th
in

gs
 t

a 
go

 w
as

 h
is

 e
ye

s 
an

’ s
te

m
.”

A
n

n
ah

 n
od

d
ed

 g
ri

m
ly

, 
h

er
 t

al
e 

co
m

p
le

te
.

Y
ve

s 
sm

ile
d

. 
“T

h
at

 
w

a
s 

a 
w

o
n

d
er

fu
l, 

ta
le

 
A

n
n

ah
; 

yo
u

sh
o

u
ld

 n
ev

er
 h

es
ita

te
 t

o
 s

h
ar

e 
it.

 N
o

w
 I

'v
e 

o
n

e 
fo

r 
yo

u
 a

n
d 

yo
u

r
co

m
p

an
io

n
s 

—
 ‘T

h
e 

P
ar

ch
ed

 L
an

d
.’ 

”
“O

n
ce

, 
a 

la
rg

e 
vi

lla
ge

 w
as

 s
tr

u
ck

 b
y 

a 
te

rr
ib

le
 d

ro
u

gh
t.

 A
fa

rm
er

 jo
u

rn
ey

ed
 t

o
 t

h
e 

W
o

rs
h

ip
p

in
g 

S
to

n
e,

 a
n

d
 a

ga
in

 im
p

lo
re

d
it 

as
 t

o
 t

h
e 

ca
u

se
 o

f 
th

e 
d

ro
u

gh
t.

 H
e 

as
ke

d
 t

h
e 

S
to

n
e 

w
h

y 
it 

d
id

n
o

th
in

g 
w

h
en

 
th

e 
fie

ld
s 

w
er

e 
p

ar
ch

ed
 

an
d

 
d

yi
n

g,
 

w
h

y 
th

e
an

im
al

s 
an

d
 t

h
e 

p
eo

p
le

 s
u

ffe
re

d
 w

h
ile

 t
h

e 
S

to
n

e 
di

d
 n

ot
 a

 t
hi

n
g.

‘H
av

e 
w

e 
n

o
t 

gi
ve

n
 

en
o

u
gh

 
o

ffe
rin

gs
?’

 
th

e 
fa

rm
er

 
as

ke
d

,
b

eg
gi

n
g 

al
m

o
st

 u
p

on
 h

is
 h

an
d

s 
an

d 
n

ee
d

s.
 B

u
t 

th
e 

S
to

n
e 

d
id

 n
o

t
re

sp
o

nd
; 

it 
m

er
el

y 
sa

t,
 a

n
d

 c
as

t 
its

 s
h

ad
o

w
.”

I 
h

ad
 f

o
un

d
 o

nl
y 

n
in

e 
st

u
d

en
ts

 o
f 

La
d

y 
F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
,

n
o

t 
te

n
. 

I 
lo

o
ke

d
 a

ga
in

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
e 

ro
o

m
s 

w
h

ic
h

 w
er

e 
e

m
p

ty
 t

h
e

fir
st

 t
im

e 
I 

p
as

se
d

, 
b

u
t 

fo
u

nd
 n

o
 o

th
er

 s
tu

d
en

t.
 I

 d
id

 e
n

co
u

n
te

r 
a

ta
lk

in
g 

ar
m

o
ir

e,
 w

h
ic

h
 c

la
im

ed
 t

o
 b

e 
a 

m
ag

e 
tr

an
sf

o
rm

ed
. 

In
o

n
e 

o
f 

its
 d

ra
w

er
s 

w
as

 t
h

e 
m

is
si

n
g 

ve
il,

 p
er

fu
m

ed
 w

ith
 t

h
e

m
is

si
n

g 
sc

en
t.

I 
co

n
fir

m
ed

 
m

y 
su

sp
ic

io
n

 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

m
is

si
n

g 
st

u
d

en
t

w
h

en
 I

 l
o

o
ke

d
 a

t 
th

e 
b

as
em

en
t 

o
f 

th
e 

b
ro

th
el

. 
T

en
 s

to
n

es
 w

er
e

se
t 

to
 c

at
ch

 t
h

e 
ex

p
er

ie
n

ce
s 

o
f 

th
e 

st
u

d
en

ts
 i

n
 t

h
e 

te
n 

ro
o

m
s

ab
o

ve
, 

b
ut

 o
n

ly
 n

in
e 

w
er

e 
ac

tiv
el

y 
in

 u
se

. 
I 

re
tu

rn
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e
m

is
tr

e
ss

 
o

f 
th

e 
es

ta
b

lis
h

m
en

t.
 

F
al

l-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

 
tu

rn
ed

 
as

 
I

ap
p

ro
ac

h
ed

 a
n

d 
sm

ile
d

 s
lig

h
tly

.
“H

o
w

 m
a

y 
I 

h
el

p
 y

o
u

?”
“I

 s
p

o
ke

 t
o

 n
in

e 
o

f 
th

e 
st

ud
en

ts
, 

as
 y

o
u

 a
sk

ed
…

 b
u

t 
I 

co
u

ld
n

o
t 

fin
d

 t
h

e 
te

n
th

.”
“A

n
d

 y
o

u
 c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t 

fin
d

 t
h

e 
te

n
th

 s
tu

d
en

t?
 H

o
w

 c
u

rio
u

s,
”

sh
e 

re
p

lie
d

“I
'm

 t
h

in
ki

n
g 

th
e 

te
n

th
 s

tu
d

en
t 

is
 m

e.
 I

n
 w

h
ic

h
 c

as
e,

 I
 h

av
e

sp
o

ke
n

 t
o 

al
l o

f t
h

em
.”

 S
h

e 
no

dd
ed

.
“V

er
y 

w
el

l. 
A

n
d

 y
o

u
r 

th
ou

gh
ts

?”
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Y

ves T
he T

ale-C
haser

“Y
o

u
 an

d I sho
u

ld
 leave th

is p
lace an

d
 exp

lo
re th

e P
lan

es.
T

h
ere is n

o
th

in
g m

o
re fo

r eith
er o

n
e o

f u
s to

 exp
erien

ce h
ere.”

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race no

d
d

ed
 again

.
“V

ery w
ell. I w

ill travel w
ith

 yo
u

, if yo
u

 still d
esire m

y
co

m
p

an
y.”

“I d
o

.”
A

n
n

ah
 co

m
m

en
ted

 in
 a lou

d
 voice, “O

h
, m

istress ‘igh
 an

d
m

igh
ty w

ill b
e jo

in
in

g u
s? W

h
at do

 w
e n

eed
 h

er fer?”
M

o
rte rep

lied
, “Y

ou
 cou

ldn
’t p

o
ssib

ly u
n

d
erstan

d.”
A

n
n

ah
 to

ld
 him

, “I w
ish

 yeh
'd

 fall fro
m

 a great h
eigh

t. I
m

igh
t even

 b
u

m
p

 yeh
 o

ff m
e'self.”

I to
ld

 th
e o

th
ers I w

o
u

ld
 m

eet th
em

 o
u

tsid
e in a m

o
m

en
t,

b
u

t th
at first I n

eed
ed to talk to

 A
n

n
ah. I asked

 if sh
e w

as all
righ

t.S
h

e ju
st glared

 at m
e.

W
h

en
 I asked

 if I co
u

ld
 ask h

er so
m

e q
u

estion
s, sh

e rep
lied

,
“W

h
y d

o
n

’t yeh
 ask th

e stu
ck-u

p
-ub

u
s yer q

u
estio

n
s, th

en
?” H

er
e

yes n
arro

w
ed

 to
 slits. “W

h
y are w

e e
ven

 
traveling w

ith
 h

er?
W

e d
o

n
’t N

E
E

D
 h

er, w
e d

o
n

’t.”
A

lth
o

u
gh

 I w
an

ted
 F

all-F
ro

m
-G

race to
 travel w

ith
 u

s, p
artly

fo
r th

e reaso
n

s w
h

ich
 I am

 su
re A

n
n

ah
 resen

ted
, su

ch
 as h

er
ch

arm
, 

kn
o

w
led

ge 
an

d
 

so
p

histication
, 

I 
still 

w
an

ted
 

A
n

n
ah

alo
n

g as m
u

ch
 as ever. M

o
re, A

n
n

ah
 h

ad
 jo

in
ed

 m
e first, so

 I
said

, “A
n

n
ah

, I w
an

t yo
u

 w
ith

 m
e —

 n
o

t h
er. If sh

e bo
th

ers yo
u

,
I'll ask h

er to
 leave.”

“D
o

 it, th
en

!” A
n

n
ah

 glared
 at m

e. “I'm
 b

ettin
’ yeh

 w
o

n
’t —

if yeh
 d

o
, th

en
 w

e'll b
e b

etter o
ff fo

r it, if n
ot, th

en
 w

e'll b
e

h
avin

’ th
is talk again

, w
e w

ill.” I d
id

 still h
o

w
ever h

o
p

e th
at I

m
igh

t b
e ab

le to
 con

vin
ce A

n
n

ah
 to d

eclare a tru
ce.

“A
n

n
ah

, please. Y
ou

’re very im
p

o
rtan

t to
 m

e, an
d

 I n
eed

yo
u

r h
elp

.”
“O

h
, aye, an

d
 w

h
y is TH

A
T th

en
? T

h
is sh

o
u

ld
 b

e rich
, it

sh
o

u
ld

. Y
eh p

ity m
e, is th

at it? Y
eh

 thin
k I slo

w
 yeh

 d
o

w
n

? G
o

o
n

, say it!”
“I d

o
n

’t pity you, and you d
on

’t slo
w

 m
e d

o
w

n
 —

 yo
u

’re
q

u
ick, yo

u
’re skilled

, and
 I really n

eed
 all th

e h
elp

 I can
 get.”

A
n

n
ah

 fro
w

n
ed

, h
er tail flickin

g b
ack an

d
 fo

rth
.

“A
ye…

 w
ell…

 know
 I'll gu

t h
er if sh

e starts sizin
g u

s u
p

 fo
r

a fe
ast, I w

ill.” S
h

e glared
 at m

e. “A
n

d
 d

on
’t get an

y id
eas I'm

sta
yin

g cau
se yeh w

an
t m

e to
 —

 I'm
 ju

st h
elp

in
’ yeh

 o
u

t, I am
.”

A
elw

yn
235

subsided. I w
ent back to E

lobrande, and asked how
 she cam

e by
the scroll.

“A
s I to

ld
 ye, scarred

 o
n

e…
 it w

as given
 to

 m
e b

y m
y

m
o

th
er. A

 h
o

o
d

ed m
an

 h
ad

 given
 it to h

er so
m

e fifty years p
ast,

p
ayin

g h
er w

ell b
u

t b
idd

in
g h

er to
 n

ever read
 it, w

h
atever th

e
circu

m
stan

ces.” E
lo

b
ran

d
e sigh

ed
, lo

o
kin

g aw
a

y fo
r a m

o
m

en
t.

“A
 u

ser o
f m

agic, sh
e w

as, p
o

w
erfu

l in
 th

e A
rt, bu

t frigh
ten

ed
o

f th
is m

an
 ju

st th
e sam

e. S
h

e h
ad

 said
 h

is eyes —
 all sh

e co
u

ld
see o

f h
im

, re
ally —

 h
in

ted at m
ad

n
ess, an

d
 th

at th
e flesh

aro
u

nd
 

th
em

 
w

as 
p

u
ckered

 
an

d
 

gray…
 

like 
yo

u
rs. 

I 
kn

o
w

n
o

th
in

g m
o

re o
f h

im
.”

I d
ecid

ed
 to

 catch
 u

p
 o

n several p
ro

m
ises. I traveled

 b
ack

acro
ss th

e w
ard

, an
d

 let N
em

elle kn
o

w
 w

h
ere h

er frien
d

 A
elw

yn
w

a
s lo

cated
. I also

 re-visited
 th

e Lo
w

er W
ard

 to
 get fro

m
 P

en
n

th
e p

rin
ter a letter.

I retu
rn

ed to th
e C

lerk’s W
ard

, th
is tim

e to
 fin

d
 th

e F
esth

all
u

sed
 b

y th
e S

en
sates. I n

eed
ed

 to
 w

alk clo
se b

y w
h

ere I h
ad

seen
 A

elw
yn

, so I returned
 to

 th
at spot to

 see if she w
as still

th
ere. S

h
e w

as, an
d

 h
er frien

d
 N

em
elle h

ad
 jo

in
ed h

er.
A

elw
yn

 sa
w

 m
e. S

h
e clasp

ed
 h

er h
an

d
s to

geth
er an

d bo
w

ed
h

er h
ead

 to
 m

e in
 th

an
ks, tears o

f jo
y fallin

g fro
m

 h
er go

ld
en

e
yes. Ju

st as m
y o

w
n

 e
yes b

eg
an

 to
 w

ater, sh
e w

ip
ed

 aw
a

y h
er

tears an
d

 sm
iled

 —
 cau

sin
g a w

ave o
f in

ten
se p

leasu
re to

 w
ash

o
ver m

y en
tire b

o
d

y.
“A

elw
yn

 thanked th
e stran

ger! S
h

e h
ad

 b
een

 reun
ited

 w
ith

h
er d

earest frien
d

, N
em

elle
!”

“It w
a

s m
y p

leasu
re.” S

h
e n

od
d

ed
, th

en
 lo

o
ked

 d
o

w
n

 again
,

th
e 

feelin
gs 

h
er 

sm
ile 

evo
ked

 
fad

in
g 

a
w

a
y 

in
to

 
p

leasan
t

m
e

m
o

ries.
“I, A

elw
yn

, w
o

u
ld

 tell yo
u

 so
m

eth
in

g no
w

, stran
ger.”

“T
h

e n
a

m
e I, A

elw
yn

, ch
o

se fo
r yo

u
 —

 ‘stran
ger’ —

 is n
o

t
so

 
fittin

g. 
Y

ou
 

an
d 

I, 
A

elw
yn

, 
h

ave 
m

et 
b

efo
re…

 
in

 
th

e
F

esth
all. In

 a p
lace yo

u
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t h
ave b

een
 w

ere yo
u

 n
o

t a
S

en
sate, yo

u
rself. W

h
eth

er yo
u

 recall o
r n

o, un
less yo

u
 b

etrayed
th

e S
o

ciety o
f S

en
satio

n
 at so

m
e p

o
in

t, yo
u

 are a S
en

sate.”
“I see…

 tell m
e m

o
re.”

S
h

e no
dd

ed
. “Y

ou
 and

 I, A
elw

yn
, h

ave m
et o

n
 tw

o
 d

ifferen
t

o
ccasio

n
s. T

h
e first w

a
s n

o
 less th

an tw
o

 cen
tu

ries p
ast, th

e last
m

o
re recen

tly. P
erh

ap
s no

 m
o

re th
an

 fifty ye
ars ago

.”
I 

w
as 

fin
d

in
g 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

on
 

m
y 

p
ast 

fro
m

 
th

e 
m

o
st

u
n

likely so
u

rces. “T
h

at’s q
u

ite a lon
g tim

e ago
…

”
S

h
e no

dd
ed

 again
. “M

y, A
elw

yn
's, p

eo
p

le are extre
m

ely
lo

n
g-lived

, F
o

rgetfu
l O

n
e.” S

h
e sigh

ed un
h

app
ily, cau

sin
g a
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A
el

w
yn

A
 l

it
tl

e 
fu

rt
he

r 
al

on
g,

 a
n 

ol
d 

w
om

an
 e

xa
m

in
ed

 m
e 

cl
os

el
y

w
ith

 h
er

 s
h

ar
p

, 
gr

ay
 e

ye
s…

 f
irs

t 
m

y 
fa

ce
, 

th
en

 m
y 

ar
m

s 
an

d
va

ri
o

u
s 

ta
tt

oo
s.

“G
re

et
in

gs
, 

sc
ar

re
d

 o
n

e.
 C

o
m

e 
to

 s
p

ea
k 

w
ith

 E
lo

b
ra

nd
e,

h
av

e 
ye

? 
C

o
m

e 
to

 h
av

e 
ye

r 
fo

rt
u

n
e 

to
ld

, 
m

a
yh

ap
, 

fo
r 

a 
p

al
tr

y
fiv

e 
co

in
s?

” 
S

m
ili

n
g,

 
I 

ga
ve

 
h

er
 

co
in

s 
to

 
re

ad
 

m
y 

fu
tu

re
.

E
lo

b
ra

n
d

e 
p

la
ce

d
 m

y 
co

in
s 

in
 

h
er

 b
el

t 
p

ou
ch

 
an

d
 

to
o

k 
m

y
h

an
d

s.
 S

h
e 

q
u

ie
tly

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 m

y 
p

al
m

s,
 f

ro
w

n
in

g 
d

ee
p

ly
. 

A
t 

lo
n

g
la

st
, s

h
e 

sp
o

ke
.

“S
o

m
e 

ra
re

 f
o

lk
 a

re
 w

h
at

’s
 c

al
le

d
 f

at
el

es
s,

 y
e 

se
e.

 T
h

e
y

w
an

d
er

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 t

h
ei

r 
liv

es
 d

o
in

g 
as

 t
h

ey
 s

e
e 

fit
, 

cr
ea

tin
g 

th
ei

r
o

w
n

 d
es

tin
ie

s.
 Y

e 
h

av
e 

no
 f

o
rt

u
n

e 
to

 t
el

l, 
sc

ar
re

d
 o

n
e…

 n
o

n
e 

at
al

l. 
I'v

e 
n

o
th

in
g 

to
 t

el
l 

ye
…

 a
n

d
 s

o
 h

er
e 

is
 y

er
 c

o
in

.”
 S

h
e

re
tu

rn
ed

 m
y 

fiv
e 

co
p

p
er

s.
A

s 
I 

w
as

 a
b

o
u

t 
to

 g
o,

 s
h

e 
sa

id
, 

“H
o

ld
 y

e 
o

n
e 

m
o

m
en

t,
sc

ar
re

d
 o

n
e…

” 
E

lo
b

ra
n

d
e 

re
ac

h
ed

 o
ut

, 
to

u
ch

in
g 

m
y 

ar
m

. 
“M

y
m

o
th

er
 g

a
ve

 m
e 

so
m

et
h

in
g 

o
n

ce
, 

lo
n

g 
ag

o
…

 a
 s

cr
o

ll,
 s

ea
le

d
w

ith
 w

ax
. 

A
 h

o
od

ed
 m

an
 h

ad
 e

n
tr

us
te

d
 it

 t
o

 h
er

, 
an

d
 s

ai
d

 t
h

at
 a

m
an

 s
u

ch
 a

s 
ye

 w
o

u
ld

 o
n

e 
d

ay
 u

n
w

itt
in

gl
y 

co
m

e 
to

 c
la

im
 i

t.
H

er
e…

 I
 w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e 

ye
 t

ak
e 

it,
 n

o
w

.”
“W

h
at

 is
 it

?”
E

lo
b

ra
n

d
e’

s 
sh

o
o

k 
h

er
 h

ea
d

, 
fr

o
w

n
in

g.
 “

I 
do

 n
o

t 
kn

o
w

. 
S

h
e

w
a

s 
sw

o
rn

 n
ev

er
 t

o
 r

ea
d

 it
, 

an
d

 I
 o

b
ey

ed
 h

er
 r

eq
u

es
t 

to
 le

av
e 

th
e

se
al

 u
n

b
ro

ke
n

, 
m

ys
el

f. 
T

h
e 

m
an

 h
ad

 p
ai

d
 h

er
 h

an
d

so
m

el
y 

to
ta

ke
 t

h
e 

sc
ro

ll,
 b

u
t 

w
ar

n
ed

 h
er

 o
f t

h
e 

d
ir

es
t 

co
n

se
q

u
en

ce
s 

sh
o

ul
d

sh
e 

o
p

en
 it

.”
A

s 
I 

w
al

ke
d

 a
w

a
y,

 I
 e

xa
m

in
ed

 t
h

e 
sc

ro
ll.

 I
 c

o
ul

dn
’t 

p
u

t 
m

y
fin

ge
r 

o
n

 i
t,

 b
u

t 
I 

h
ad

 a
 b

ad
 f

ee
lin

g 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
th

in
g 

—
 a

s 
if

o
p

en
in

g 
an

d 
re

ad
in

g 
th

e 
sc

ro
ll 

co
ul

d 
b

e 
so

m
eh

o
w

 d
an

ge
ro

u
s.

C
u

rio
si

ty
 

ab
o

u
t 

th
is

 
m

es
sa

g
e 

ap
p

ar
en

tly
 

to
 

m
e 

w
o

n
 

o
u

t,
h

o
w

ev
er

. 
I b

ro
ke

 t
h

e 
se

al
, 

an
d

 r
ea

d 
it.

T
h

e 
sc

ro
ll 

co
n

ta
in

ed
 a

 f
e

w
 l

in
es

 o
f 

sh
ak

y 
ca

lli
gr

ap
h

y 
an

d
 a

st
ra

n
ge

 r
u

n
e.

 T
h

e 
ca

lli
gr

ap
h

y 
re

ad
:

th
is

 m
a

y 
n

o
t K

IL
L
 y

o
u

 b
u

t 
it 

w
ill

 S
L

O
W

 y
o

u
 d

o
w

n
 I

 a
m

 SU
R

E

ST
O

P 
C

H
A

SI
N

G
 M

E
 Y

O
U

 T
H

IE
V

IN
G

 B
A

ST
A

R
D

S 
it’

s 
M

Y
 b

o
d

y
M

IN
E
 M

IN
E
 M

IN
E

n
o

w
…

 D
IE

T
h

e 
ru

n
e 

su
dd

en
ly

 t
h

ro
b

b
ed

, 
an

d
 t

h
e 

en
tir

e 
sc

ro
ll 

b
eg

an
 t

o
d

is
so

lv
e 

in
to

 a
 s

tin
ki

n
g,

 b
la

ck
 m

es
s.

 T
h

e 
flu

id
 s

ee
p

ed
 d

ire
ct

ly
in

to
 t

h
e 

fle
sh

 o
f 

m
y 

h
an

d
s…

 in
 s

ec
o

nd
s,

 t
h

e 
m

a
gi

ca
l h

e
m

o
to

xi
n

b
eg

an
 t

o
 r

en
d

er
 m

y 
b

lo
o

d 
in

to
 b

la
ck

 b
ile

. 
F

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t 

I
cl

u
tc

h
ed

 
at

 
m

ys
el

f, 
h

o
w

lin
g 

in
 

ag
o

n
y…

 
an

d
 

th
en

 
th

e 
p

ai
n

A
rt

 A
nd

 C
ur

io
 G

al
le

ri
a

21
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A
R

T
 A

N
D

 C
U

R
IO

 G
A

LL
E

R
IA

A
ft

er
 p

ar
ta

ki
ng

 o
f 

a 
m

ea
l 

ne
ar

by
, 

I 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

to
 e

xp
lo

re
 t

he
C

le
rk

’s
 W

ar
d

. 
A

s 
w

e 
w

al
ke

d
 I

 a
ls

o
 g

ai
n

ed
 a

n
 i

n
si

gh
t 

in
to

 F
al

l-
F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
’s

 c
h

ar
ac

te
r,

 w
h

en
 s

h
e 

sp
o

ke
 t

o 
A

n
n

ah
 o

f a
ll 

p
eo

p
le

.
“A

n
n

ah
…

 w
er

e 
yo

u
 r

ai
se

d
 i

n
 t

h
e 

H
iv

e?
” 

F
al

l-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

as
ke

d
, 

in
 a

 s
er

en
e 

vo
ic

e 
w

ith
 n

o
 h

in
t 

o
f c

o
n

fr
o

n
ta

tio
n

.
“M

in
d

 y
o

u
r 

o
w

n
 b

u
si

n
es

s,
 s

u
cc

u
b

us
. 

I'v
e 

n
o

th
in

g 
ta

e 
sa

y 
to

ye
h

,”
 A

n
n

ah
 r

ep
lie

d
, 

ir
ri

ta
tio

n
 a

n
d 

a 
h

in
t 

o
f 

an
ge

r 
p

re
se

n
t 

in
 h

er
vo

ic
e. “V

er
y 

w
el

l, 
th

en
.”

 I
t 

se
em

ed
 t

o
 m

e 
th

at
 F

al
l-F

ro
m

-G
ra

ce
’s

q
u

es
tio

n
 in

d
ic

at
ed

 m
o

re
 t

h
an

 a
 s

en
sa

te
’s

 d
es

ire
 f

o
r 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

s.
S

h
e 

w
as

 t
ru

ly
 c

o
m

m
itt

ed
 t

o
 t

h
e 

p
hi

lo
so

p
h

ie
s 

sh
e 

es
po

u
se

d
, 

an
d

w
a

s 
w

ill
in

g 
to

 o
ffe

r 
p

o
lit

en
es

s 
an

d 
co

n
si

d
er

at
io

n
 to

 a
n

yo
n

e.
P

as
si

n
g 

d
o

w
n

 o
n

e 
st

re
et

, 
F

al
l-

F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce

 i
n

fo
rm

ed
 m

e 
a

b
u

ild
in

g 
w

e 
w

er
e 

p
as

si
n

g 
w

as
 t

h
e 

A
rt

 a
n

d
 C

u
rio

 G
al

le
ria

. 
In

si
d

e
w

a
s 

d
is

p
la

ye
d

 a
 s

el
e

ct
io

n
 o

f s
cu

lp
tu

re
s 

an
d

 p
ai

n
tin

gs
.

O
n

e 
p

ai
n

tin
g 

in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 c
au

se
d

 a
 r

ea
ct

io
n

 i
n

 m
e.

 I
t 

w
as

 a
p

o
rt

ra
it 

o
f 

a 
gr

o
te

sq
u

e,
 h

oo
k-

n
o

se
d

 o
ld

 c
ro

n
e.

 T
h

e 
h

ag
’s

 f
le

sh
w

a
s 

a 
si

ck
ly

 
b

lu
e-

gr
a

y 
co

lo
r;

 
h

er
 

ey
es

 
gl

o
w

ed
 

re
d

 
lik

e 
th

e
e

m
b

er
s 

o
f 

a 
d

yi
n

g 
fir

e.
 H

er
 c

h
in

, 
lo

n
g 

an
d

 s
h

ar
p

, 
ju

tt
ed

 f
o

rw
ar

d
in

 
an

 
ex

tr
em

e 
u

n
d

er
-b

ite
; 

tw
o

 
ye

llo
w

ed
 

ca
n

in
es

 
p

ro
tr

ud
ed

u
p

w
ar

d
s 

fr
o

m
 h

er
 l

o
w

er
 j

a
w

, 
lik

e 
sm

al
l 

tu
sk

s.
 T

h
e 

sm
ile

 u
p

o
n

h
er

 w
ith

er
ed

, 
pu

rp
lis

h
 l

ip
s 

sp
o

ke
 o

f 
a 

h
o

rr
ib

le
 s

ec
re

t.
 A

 p
la

ca
rd

re
ad

 ‘G
ra

y 
H

ag
 o

f O
in

o
s.

’
A

s 
I 

b
eg

an
 t

o
 t

u
rn

 a
w

a
y 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

p
ai

n
tin

g,
 s

o
m

et
h

in
g 

in
 i

t
d

re
w

 m
y 

at
te

n
tio

n
…

 a
 s

tr
an

ge
, 

tin
gl

in
g 

se
n

sa
tio

n
 a

ro
se

 i
n

 t
h

e
b

ac
k 

o
f 

m
y 

m
in

d
…

 a
 m

e
m

o
ry

, 
b

eg
in

n
in

g 
to

 s
u

rf
ac

e…
I 

re
ca

lle
d

 
st

an
d

in
g,

 
co

n
fu

se
d

, 
in

 
a 

m
az

e 
o

f 
b

ria
rs

. 
T

h
e

h
id

eo
u

s 
cr

on
e 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

p
ai

n
tin

g 
w

as
 b

ef
o

re
 m

e,
 c

a
ck

lin
g 

w
ild

ly
.

I 
gr

itt
ed

 
m

y 
te

et
h

 
in

 
fr

u
st

ra
tio

n
, 

w
o

n
d

er
in

g 
w

h
y 

sh
e 

w
as

la
u

gh
in

g 
at

 
m

e.
 

“M
y 

p
o

o
r,

 
d

ea
r,

 
lo

ve
ly

 
m

an
-t

h
in

g!
” 

sh
e

cr
o

o
n

ed
. 

“W
h

y,
 t

h
at

 w
a

s 
yo

u
r fir

st
 w

is
h

!”
 S

h
e 

p
o

in
te

d
 a

 s
in

gl
e

b
o

n
y,

 
cl

aw
ed

 
fin

ge
r 

at
 

m
y 

fo
re

h
ea

d
. 

M
y 

te
m

p
le

s 
b

eg
an

th
ro

b
b

in
g 

p
ai

n
fu

lly
…

…
an

d
 I

 c
ou

ld
 r

em
e

m
b

er
 n

o
th

in
g 

m
o

re
.

I 
sp

o
ke

 t
o

 Y
va

n
a,

 w
h

o
 o

w
n

ed
 t

h
e 

ga
lle

ria
. 

S
h

e 
w

as
 a

 w
el

l-
d

re
ss

ed
, 

el
d

er
ly

 w
o

m
an

 i
n

 a
 g

o
w

n
 o

f 
p

ea
ch

-c
o

lo
re

d 
an

d 
go

ld
en

th
re

ad
. 

S
h

e 
st

oo
d 

qu
ie

tly
, 

h
er

 h
an

d
s 

fo
ld

ed
 t

o
ge

th
er

 p
ri

m
ly

. 
S

h
e

h
ad

 n
o

 p
up

ils
 —

 h
er

 e
ye

s 
w

er
e 

en
tir

el
y 

w
h

ite
.
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A

rt A
nd C

urio G
alleria

B
efore I could ask about any of the objects in the galleria,

sh
e h

ad
 a requ

est o
f m

e. “O
n

e m
o

m
en

t, sir…
 yo

u
r vo

ice; it is
h

eavy w
ith

 age an
d

 w
o

u
n

d
s. W

ou
ld

 yo
u

 b
e so

 kind
 as to p

erm
it

m
e to

 tou
ch

 yo
u

r face?
”

“Y
es, 

go
 

ah
ead

.” 
Y

van
a 

sm
iled

, 
gen

tly 
ru

n
n

in
g 

h
er 

o
ld

h
an

d
s o

ver th
e skin

 o
f m

y face. S
h

e fro
w

n
ed

, lo
o

kin
g sligh

tly
p

u
zzled

.
“S

o
 m

an
y scars…

 b
o

th o
ld

 and
 n

ew
. T

h
e

y see
m

 to
…

” S
h

e
to

u
ch

ed
 

th
e 

sid
e 

o
f 

m
y 

th
ro

at, 
flu

sh
ed

, 
th

en
 

p
ulled

 
aw

a
y.

“P
ardo

n
 m

e, sir. I w
as cu

rio
u

s to
 see ho

w
 far th

e
y w

en
t.”

“It’s 
fin

e. 
A

n
d

 
th

ey’re 
e

veryw
h

ere; 
m

y 
w

h
o

le 
b

o
d

y 
is

scarred
.”

A
t h

er n
o

d
 to

 co
n

tin
u

e, I asked
 if sh

e co
u

ld see at all. F
all-

F
ro

m
-G

race in
terp

o
sed.

“I b
elieve sh

e is b
lind

 b
y ch

o
ice, an

d
 n

o
t b

y circu
m

stan
ce.”

Y
van

a n
o

d
d

ed
, sm

ilin
g.

“Y
o

u
r frien

d
 is q

u
ite co

rrect, sir…
 I cann

o
t see, b

u
t on

ly
b

ecau
se I d

o
 n

ot w
ish

 to
. In

 tim
e, I w

ill allo
w

 m
y visio

n
 to

retu
rn

 so th
at I can

 re-exp
erien

ce th
e co

nten
ts o

f m
y g

alleria
w

ith
 th

e b
en

efit o
f n

ew
, fre

sh
 e

yes.”
I asked

 ab
o

u
t th

e galleria. “W
h

y, it’s m
y galleria o

f th
e

P
lan

es.” S
h

e sm
iled

 an
d

 gestu
red

 aro
un

d
 h

er. “T
h

ese p
ieces

h
ave b

een
 b

rou
gh

t fro
m

 far an
d

 w
id

e. S
o

m
e I sell, so

m
e I ke

ep
—

 all I d
isp

lay, at o
n

e tim
e o

r an
o

th
er. P

lease, en
jo

y th
em

…
an

d
 

again
, 

sho
u

ld
 

yo
u

 
h

ave 
qu

estio
n

s 
regard

in
g 

an
y 

o
f 

th
e

p
ieces, d

o
 n

o
t h

esitate to
 ask m

e o
f th

e
m

.”
I asked

 ab
o

u
t th

e p
ain

tin
g, ‘G

ra
y H

a
g o

f O
in

o
s.’ S

h
e w

as
ab

le to
 con

firm
 it d

ep
icted

 th
e h

ag R
avel P

u
zzlew

ell. I asked
 h

er
ab

o
u

t so
m

e o
f th

e o
th

er p
i

eces in
 th

e galleria.
T

h
e A

rcad
ian

 stain
ed

-glass w
in

d
o

w
.

T
h

e h
u

nd
red

s o
f ch

ip
s o

f 
tran

slu
cen

t 
green

 
glass 

w
h

ich
m

ad
e u

p
 th

is stain
ed-glass w

in
d

o
w

 d
id

n
’t ap

p
ear to b

e h
eld

to
geth

er 
b

y 
an

yth
in

g, 
bu

t 
rath

er 
rem

ain
ed

 
free-flo

atin
g 

an
d

m
ysterio

u
sly su

sp
en

d
ed w

ith
in

 th
e iron

 fram
e’s b

o
u

nd
aries. T

h
e

sh
ard

s 
ripp

led
 

an
d

 
m

o
ved

 
in

 
slo

w
 

w
ave

s, 
cau

sin
g 

b
izarre

p
attern

s to flu
ctu

ate acro
ss th

e w
in

do
w

’s su
rface as 

vario
u

s
p

o
rtio

n
s o

f it refracted
 th

e galleria’s ligh
t in

 differen
t d

irectio
n

s.
Y

van
a’s 

co
m

m
en

tary: 
“A

 
stain

ed
-glass 

w
in

d
o

w
 

fo
u

n
d

h
o

verin
g on

 th
e th

ird
 layer o

f A
rcad

ia th
irty-tw

o
 ye

ars ago
,

fo
retellin

g a scen
e th

at h
ad

 yet to
 o

ccu
r. W

h
en

 th
e even

t cam
e

to
 p

ass, th
e im

age
s fad

ed
 to

 leave w
h

at yo
u

 saw
 b

eh
in

d
. It is

b
elieved

 to
 h

ave cap
tu

red
 bo

th th
e ligh

t and
 th

e d
arkn

ess fro
m

th
e O

rb
 o

f N
igh

t an
d

 D
ay o

n
 A

rcad
ia, th

en
 slo

w
ly relea

se it,

A
elw

yn
233

“I, A
elw

yn
, retu

rn
 yo

u
r greetin

gs.” I h
ad

 m
et h

er frien
d

b
efo

re.
“A

elw
yn

? Y
o

u
r frien

d
, N

em
elle, is lo

o
kin

g fo
r yo

u
.” S

h
e

b
egan

 to
 sm

ile, b
u

t th
en co

vered
 h

er m
o

u
th w

ith
 h

er h
an

d
 an

d
lo

o
ked

 d
o

w
n

 at h
er d

rin
k.

“I, A
elw

yn
, a

m
 m

o
st p

leased
 to

 h
ear o

f N
em

elle. M
igh

t I,
A

elw
yn

, p
ersu

ad
e yo

u
 to

 tell h
er o

f th
is place?”

I read
ily a

greed
. S

h
e loo

ked
 at m

e d
irectly an

d
 —

 fo
r ju

st
th

e b
riefest o

f m
o

m
en

ts, b
efo

re sh
e cast h

er eyes b
ack d

o
w

n
 to

h
er d

rin
k —

 m
y sen

se
s w

ere a
w

ash
 w

ith
 a w

arm
, co

m
fo

rtab
le

fe
elin

g: p
u

re h
ap

pin
ess. “I, A

elw
yn

, th
an

k yo
u

.”
“It’s m

y p
leasu

re. M
ay I ask yo

u
 ab

o
u

t h
er, tho

u
gh

?” T
o

 h
er

n
o

d, I said, “T
h

e w
a

y sh
e sp

eaks, an
d

 w
h

at h
er w

o
rd

s d
o

…
h

o
w

?”
“I, A

elw
yn

, can
 o

n
ly sa

y th
at w

e co
m

e fro
m

 an
o

th
er p

lace,
an

o
th

er w
o

rld. W
e are n

o
t like th

e p
eop

le h
ere, w

h
o

se w
o

rd
s,

th
ou

gh
ts —

 very feelin
gs, e

ven
 —

 affe
ct n

o
th

in
g d

irectly.”
“I, A

elw
yn

, take great care so
 as to

 no
t affect th

o
se aro

un
d

m
e to

o
 greatly. N

e
m

elle, sh
e is n

ew
 h

ere, an
d

 can
no

t d
o

 so
. It is

so
m

eth
in

g sh
e m

u
st learn

, sh
o

u
ld

 sh
e ch

oo
se to

 rem
ain

 h
ere

m
u

ch
 lo

n
ger.”

“B
u

t w
h

y?”
“T

h
ere are m

an
y reaso

n
s. I, A

elw
yn

, feel it is n
o

t righ
t to

im
p

o
se reality u

p
o

n
 tho

se w
ith

o
u

t th
e ab

ility to
 im

p
o

se th
eir

o
w

n
 reality u

p
on

 m
e, A

elw
yn

.”
“Is th

ere an
yth

in
g yo

u
 can

no
t do

 b
y sim

p
ly sp

eakin
g o

f it?”
S

h
e fro

w
n

ed
; a stran

ge, u
np

leasan
t feelin

g ro
se in

 th
e p

it o
f m

y
sto

m
ach

.
“P

lease…
 I, A

elw
yn

, w
o

u
ld

 sp
eak o

f it n
o m

o
re.”

“Ju
st o

n
e o

th
er q

u
estio

n
…

.” I tem
p

o
rized

. S
h

e loo
ked

 at m
e

d
irectly, m

y fa
ce re

flected
 in

 th
e glitterin

g go
ld

en
 d

iscs o
f h

er
e

yes.“H
e w

o
u

ld
 sp

eak o
f it n

o
 m

o
re to

 A
elw

yn
, an

d
 th

u
s w

o
u

ld
n

o
 lo

n
ger fo

rce h
er to

 sp
eak in

 su
ch a w

a
y to

 h
im

.” I fo
u

n
d

m
yself u

n
ab

le to
 vo

ice ano
th

er q
u

estio
n

…
 m

y w
o

rd
s cau

gh
t in

m
y th

ro
at as I tried to

 ask.
H

er ab
ility to

 m
o

ld
 reality, n

o
w

 th
at I h

ad
 exp

erien
ced

 it,
w

a
s im

p
ressive. I h

ad
 b

en
t th

e reality th
at w

as S
igil sligh

tly
m

yself, b
u

t n
ever as d

irectly as A
elw

yn
 h

ad
 d

o
n

e. I w
o

n
d

ered
,

h
o

w
ever, w

h
eth

er in
 tim

e I w
o

u
ld

 gain
 th

at ab
ility, as I h

ad
 re-

learn
ed

 so
 m

an
y o

th
er ab

ilities sin
ce leavin

g th
e M

o
rtu

ary.
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A
el

w
yn

A
E

LW
Y

N

T
he

 
li

gh
t 

w
as

 
fa

il
in

g 
w

he
n 

w
e 

le
ft

 
th

e 
C

ur
io

si
ty

 
Sh

op
. 

I
re

tu
rn

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
A

rt
 a

nd
 C

ur
io

 G
al

le
ri

a.
 I

t 
w

as
 d

es
er

te
d,

 e
xc

ep
t

fo
r 

Y
va

na
. 

I 
w

al
ke

d 
un

ti
l 

I 
st

oo
d 

be
fo

re
 

th
e 

st
at

ue
 

of
G

an
gr

oi
gh

yd
on

.
W

he
n 

I 
sa

w
 t

he
 g

or
go

n 
sa

lv
e 

in
 t

he
 s

ho
p,

 I
 h

ad
 r

es
ol

ve
d 

to
te

st
 i

f 
th

is
 w

as
 r

ea
ll

y 
a 

st
at

ue
. 

I 
w

as
 c

ur
io

us
 t

o 
m

ee
t 

th
is

so
rc

er
er

, 
an

d 
tr

ut
hf

ul
ly

 
I 

ha
d 

gr
ow

n 
ov

er
co

nf
id

en
t 

in
 

m
y

ab
il

it
ie

s 
to

 c
he

at
 d

ea
th

. I
 a

pp
li

ed
 th

e 
sa

lv
e 

to
 th

e 
st

at
ue

.
I 

sm
ea

re
d 

th
e 

fo
ul

-s
m

el
li

ng
 o

in
tm

en
t 

ov
er

 t
he

 s
ta

tu
e.

 T
he

re
w

as
 a

 s
tr

an
ge

 s
hi

m
m

er
in

g 
ar

ou
nd

 t
he

 s
ta

tu
e,

 a
nd

 I
 w

at
ch

ed
 a

s
th

e 
st

at
ue

 
to

ok
 

an
 

in
ta

ke
 

of
 

br
ea

th
 

an
d 

th
e 

ey
es

 
of

G
an

gr
oi

gh
yd

on
 f

il
le

d 
w

it
h 

a 
bl

az
in

g,
 v

en
ge

fu
l m

ad
ne

ss
.

I 
co

un
te

d 
on

 t
he

 s
ud

de
n,

 t
o 

hi
m

, 
ch

an
ge

 i
n 

su
rr

ou
nd

in
gs

 t
o

ar
re

st
 w

ha
te

ve
r 

he
 w

as
 a

bo
ut

 to
 s

ay
. H

ow
ev

er
, I

 w
as

 w
ro

ng
.

B
ef

or
e 

I 
co

ul
d 

do
 a

 t
hi

ng
, 

a 
bl

az
in

g 
to

rr
en

t 
of

 w
or

ds
 f

le
w

fr
o

m
 

th
e 

so
rc

er
er

’s
 

lip
s.

 
A

s 
h

e 
sp

o
ke

, 
I 

fe
lt 

an
 

ag
o

n
iz

in
g

se
n

sa
tio

n
, 

lik
e 

a 
su

d
d

en
 w

av
e 

o
f 

ra
gi

n
g 

h
ea

t,
 p

o
u

r 
o

ve
r 

m
e 

an
d

se
tt

le
 in

to
 m

y 
sk

in
 li

ke
 a

 b
lis

te
ri

n
g 

w
o

u
nd

. 
B

lin
dn

es
s 

st
ru

ck
 m

e
as

 
m

y 
e

ye
s 

b
u

rs
t,

 
ru

n
n

in
g 

fr
o

m
 

th
ei

r 
so

ck
et

s 
lik

e 
sh

at
te

re
d

eg
gs

…
 I 

h
ea

rd
 s

o
m

eo
n

e 
sc

re
a

m
in

g,
 a

n
d

 r
ea

liz
ed

 it
 w

as
 m

e…
T

h
e 

la
st

 t
h

in
g 

I 
h

ea
rd

, 
ev

en
 o

ve
r 

m
y 

o
w

n
 c

rie
s,

 w
a

s 
M

o
rt

e
sh

o
u

tin
g…

"N
e

w
 t

au
n

ts
, 

b
y 

th
e 

La
d

y’
s 

b
la

d
ed

 t
ea

ts
, 

w
h

at
 a

—
”

I 
d

ie
d

, a
 v

ic
tim

 o
f 

G
an

gr
o

ig
h

yd
o

n
’s

 A
w

fu
l C

u
rs

e.
I 

aw
o

ke
 t

h
e 

n
ex

t 
m

o
rn

in
g 

in
 a

n
 in

n
 t

o
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e 

o
th

er
s 

h
ad

d
ra

gg
ed

 m
y 

b
o

d
y.

 F
o

rt
un

at
el

y,
 I

 h
ad

 b
ee

n
 t

h
e 

on
ly

 o
n

e 
cl

o
se

en
o

u
gh

 to
 fe

el
 t

h
e 

fu
ll 

ef
fe

ct
s 

o
f t

h
e 

cu
rs

e.
I 

le
ft 

th
e 

in
n,

 a
nd

 c
o

nt
in

u
ed

 w
al

ki
n

g 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
C

le
rk

’s
 w

ar
d

,
ta

lk
in

g 
to

 c
iti

ze
n

s 
I 

m
et

. 
A

s 
I 

w
as

 m
o

vi
n

g 
th

ro
u

gh
 c

ro
w

d
s 

ab
ou

t
an

 o
ut

do
o

r 
ca

fé
, 

I 
sa

w
 

a 
w

o
m

an
 

w
h

o
 

I 
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 
fr

o
m

 
a

d
es

cr
ip

tio
n

 g
iv

en
 t

o
 m

e.
 T

h
e 

ta
ll,

 s
le

n
d

er
 w

o
m

an
 o

cc
as

io
n

al
ly

lo
o

ke
d

 u
p

 f
ro

m
 h

er
 c

u
p

 o
f 

w
in

e 
to

 s
ca

n
 t

h
e 

su
rr

ou
n

d
in

g 
p

at
ro

n
s

an
d

 p
as

se
rs

-b
y.

 H
er

 fa
ci

al
 f

ea
tu

re
s 

w
er

e 
el

eg
an

tly
 e

xo
tic

 a
n

d
 h

er
e

ye
s 

—
 a

 b
ri

lli
an

t 
go

ld
 in

 c
o

lo
r 

—
 c

au
gh

t 
th

e 
lig

ht
, 

sp
ar

kl
in

g 
as

sh
e 

lo
o

ke
d

 
ab

ou
t.

 
I 

ca
u

gh
t 

h
er

 
at

te
n

tio
n

. 
S

h
e 

re
ga

rd
ed

 
m

e
ca

re
fu

lly
 f

o
r 

a 
m

o
m

en
t 

b
ef

o
re

 r
ep

ly
in

g.
 S

h
e 

sp
o

ke
 s

lo
w

ly
 a

n
d

ca
re

fu
lly

, 
av

o
id

in
g 

d
ire

ct
 e

ye
 c

o
n

ta
ct

 w
ith

 m
e.

A
rt

 A
nd

 C
ur

io
 G

al
le

ri
a

22
1

cr
ea

tin
g 

a 
b

ri
ef

 b
u

t 
sl

o
w

 f
ad

e 
o

f 
d

a
w

n
in

g 
an

d
 d

u
sk

 —
 b

u
t 

o
n

ly
w

ith
in

 t
h

e 
gl

as
s 

its
el

f.”
“A

rc
ad

ia
 i

s 
a 

P
la

n
e 

o
f 

p
ea

ce
fu

l 
o

rd
er

, 
al

so
 k

no
w

n
 a

s 
th

e
La

n
d

 o
f 

P
er

fe
ct

 G
o

o
d

. 
T

h
e 

O
rb

 o
f 

N
ig

h
t 

an
d

 D
ay

 is
 a

 s
p

h
er

e 
se

t
in

 t
h

e 
to

p
 o

f 
A

rc
ad

ia
’s

 h
ig

h
es

t 
p

ea
k;

 e
ac

h
 h

al
f 

e
m

its
 e

ith
er

 li
gh

t
o

r 
d

ar
kn

es
s.

 T
h

e 
tu

rn
in

g 
o

f 
th

e 
O

rb
 g

iv
es

 A
rc

ad
ia

 i
ts

 d
ay

 a
n

d
n

ig
h

t.
”

T
h

e 
b

at
tle

-h
o

rn
 o

f A
ch

er
o

n
.

A
 m

as
si

ve
 h

o
rn

 o
f 

b
ea

te
n

 l
ea

d
, 

w
o

un
d

 w
ith

 b
ra

ze
n

 c
h

ai
n

s.
T

h
e 

h
o

rn
 w

as
 h

o
rr

ib
ly

 m
an

gl
ed

, 
as

 i
f 

so
m

e 
tr

e
m

en
d

o
u

s 
fo

rc
e

h
ad

 c
ru

sh
ed

 it
. 

Ja
gg

ed
 b

la
d

es
 p

ro
tr

ud
ed

 a
lo

n
g 

its
 l

en
gt

h
, 

al
m

o
st

as
 if

 it
 w

er
e 

m
e

an
t 

to
 b

e 
u

se
d

 a
s 

cl
u

b
 b

y 
so

m
e 

gi
g

an
tic

 c
re

at
u

re
,

as
 w

el
l a

s 
a 

b
at

tle
-h

o
rn

.
Y

va
n

a’
s 

co
m

m
en

ta
ry

: 
“A

h
, 

th
e 

C
le

an
si

n
g 

H
o

rn
…

 a
 h

o
rn

 o
f

b
ea

te
n

 l
ea

d
, 

m
et

al
 d

ra
w

n
 d

ir
ec

tly
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
cu

b
e 

o
f 

A
ch

er
o

n
. 

It
is

 
sa

id
 

th
at

 
th

e 
C

le
an

si
n

g 
H

o
rn

 
la

st
 

so
un

d
ed

 
w

h
er

e 
th

e
C

o
m

p
an

ie
s 

o
f 

th
e 

Ja
ck

al
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
G

o
u

ge
d

 E
ye

 C
la

n
s 

m
et

 f
o

r
th

ei
r 

b
at

tle
 a

t 
th

e 
D

is
pu

te
d 

La
n

d
s.

 L
eg

en
d

s 
te

ll 
u

s 
th

at
 t

hi
s

h
o

rn
’s

 p
o

w
er

 w
as

 u
se

d
 n

ea
r 

th
e 

b
at

tle
’s

 e
nd

 t
o

 d
ra

w
 t

h
e 

flo
at

in
g

cu
b

es
 t

o
ge

th
er

, 
cr

u
sh

in
g 

th
e 

ro
u

tin
g 

C
o

m
p

an
y 

o
f 

th
e 

Ja
ck

al
b

ef
o

re
 it

 c
o

u
ld

 e
sc

ap
e.

”
“A

ch
er

o
n

 
is

 
a 

P
la

n
e 

o
f 

h
ar

sh
ly

 
en

fo
rc

ed
 

o
rd

er
, 

w
h

er
e

co
n

fo
rm

ity
 i

s 
m

o
re

 i
m

p
o

rt
an

t 
th

an
 g

oo
d

. 
It 

is
 c

o
m

p
o

se
d

 o
f

gi
ga

n
tic

, 
m

et
al

lic
 c

u
b

es
 w

h
ic

h
 f

lo
at

 t
h

ro
u

gh
 a

n
 e

nd
le

ss
 v

o
id

…
m

an
y 

cu
b

es
 a

re
 la

rg
e 

en
o

u
gh

 t
h

at
 c

iti
es

 o
r 

en
tir

e 
ki

n
gd

o
m

s 
h

av
e

b
ee

n
 b

u
ilt

 u
po

n 
th

ei
r 

fa
ce

s.
”

T
h

e 
D

ar
k 

B
ird

s 
o

f O
ca

n
th

u
s.

S
ev

er
al

 s
h

ar
d

s 
o

f 
b

la
ck

 c
ry

st
al

 —
 o

r 
ic

e 
—

 s
w

ir
le

d
 w

ith
in

th
e 

fr
ee

zi
n

g 
w

in
d

 t
h

at
 t

h
is

 o
rn

at
e 

p
ed

es
ta

l 
ga

ve
 f

o
rt

h
. 

E
ac

h
sh

ar
d

 l
oo

ke
d

 r
az

o
r 

sh
ar

p
; 

to
u

ch
in

g 
o

r 
gr

ab
b

in
g 

o
n

e 
co

u
ld

 b
e

p
er

ilo
u

s.
Y

va
n

a’
s 

co
m

m
en

ta
ry

: 
“A

ll 
o

f 
th

em
 a

re
 c

h
ip

p
ed

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e

gr
ea

t 
m

a
gi

ca
l 

sh
ee

t 
o

f 
b

la
ck

, 
in

fin
ite

 i
ce

 t
h

at
 r

es
ts

 i
n

 t
h

e 
b

la
ck

b
el

ly
 o

f 
th

e 
P

la
n

e 
o

f 
O

ca
n

th
u

s.
 I

t 
is

 s
ai

d
 t

h
at

 t
h

is
 s

h
ee

t 
o

f 
ic

e 
is

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

tin
at

io
n 

o
f 

th
e 

R
iv

er
 S

ty
x,

 a
n

d
 t

h
at

 t
h

e 
re

co
lle

ct
io

n
s

o
f 

al
l 

th
at

 h
av

e 
p

lu
n

ge
d

 
in

to
 

th
e 

S
ty

x’
s 

m
e

m
o

ry
-d

es
tr

o
yi

n
g

w
at

er
s 

st
ill

 li
e 

fr
o

ze
n

 w
ith

in
 t

h
e 

ic
e.

”
T

h
e 

ru
b

y 
st

at
u

et
te

.
It 

st
o

od
 o

n
 a

 p
ed

es
ta

l, 
ca

rv
ed

 i
n

to
 t

h
e 

im
ag

e 
o

f 
a 

w
in

ge
d

h
u

m
an

o
id

. 
T

h
e 

fig
u

re
 w

as
 e

ith
er

 d
e

m
o

n
ic

 o
r 

an
ge

lic
 in

 n
at

u
re

…
b

u
t 

it 
w

as
 d

iff
ic

u
lt 

to
 t

el
l w

h
ic

h
, 

b
ec

au
se

 it
 r

ef
ra

ct
ed

 t
h

e 
lig

h
t 

in
th

e 
ga

lle
ria

 s
tr

an
ge

ly
. 

T
h

er
e 

w
as

 n
o

 p
la

ca
rd

 i
n

di
ca

tin
g 

w
h

at
,

ex
ac

tly
, 

th
e 

st
at

u
et

te
 w

as
.
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A

rt A
nd C

urio G
alleria

Y
van

a’s co
m

m
en

tary: “T
h

at p
iece w

as f
o

u
n

d
 in

 a cath
ed

ral
in

 th
e fertile field

s o
f E

lysiu
m

 o
n

 th
e first layer, A

m
o

ria th
e

U
n

trou
b

led, w
h

ere it b
o

rd
ered

 th
e R

iver O
cean

u
s. T

h
e n

am
e o

f
th

e p
iece is no

t kno
w

n
, bu

t th
e skill an

d craftsm
an

sh
ip

 are
b

elieved
 to

 b
e on

e o
f th

e m
o

st strikin
g exa

m
p

les o
f g

e
m

 cra
ftin

g
in

 
th

e 
P

lan
es. 

T
h

e 
m

ere 
w

a
y 

in
 

w
h

ich
 

th
e 

piece 
cap

tu
res,

d
istills, an

d
 en

h
an

ces th
e ligh

t th
rou

gh
 its facets is p

art o
f its

b
reath

-takin
g w

o
n

d
er. It seem

s to
 b

rin
g to

 light th
e p

o
ssib

le
id

eo
lo

gical 
co

n
n

ection
 

b
etw

een
 

even
 

th
e 

m
o

st 
evil 

an
d

 
th

e
p

u
rest b

ein
gs in

 th
e m

u
ltiverse…

 fascin
atin

g.”
T

h
e kyto

n
’s an

im
ate ch

ain
.

A
n

 an
im

ated
, b

loo
d

y iro
n

 ch
ain

, co
ilin

g an
d

 u
n

co
ilin

g u
po

n
itself. T

h
e ch

ain
 itself se

e
m

ed
 to

 b
end

 and
 w

eave like th
e sp

in
e

o
f a sn

ake.
Y

van
a’s co

m
m

en
tary: “T

h
e ch

ain
 co

m
e

s fro
m

 th
e city o

f
Jan

glin
g H

iter, th
e city o

f ch
ain

s th
at h

an
gs o

n M
in

au
ro

s, th
ird

la
yer o

f th
e P

lan
e o

f B
aato

r. T
h

e ch
ain

s th
ere are th

e fin
est in

th
e 

m
u

ltiverse, 
b

u
t 

th
e 

inh
ab

itants 
o

f 
Jan

glin
g 

H
iter 

are
m

alicio
u

s an
d cru

el, u
sin

g th
e ch

ain
s as livin

g w
eap

o
n

s again
st

all th
at en

ter th
eir city an

d
 vio

late th
eir law

s.”
“K

yto
n

s m
o

ve ab
o

u
t th

e city o
f ch

ain
s as 

sp
id

ers 
up

on
w

eb
s, ad

o
rn

ed
 

in
 

ch
ain

s 
w

o
ven

 
tigh

tly 
aro

u
n

d
 

th
eir 

bo
dies.

K
yto

n
s po

ssess a p
o

w
er kn

o
w

n
 as th

e ‘gift o
f ch

ain
s,’ w

h
ich

allo
w

s 
th

e
m

 
to

 
m

an
ip

u
late 

ch
ain

s 
w

ith
 

th
eir 

m
in

d
s. 

It 
is

b
elieved

 th
at m

y galleria’s ch
ain

 w
as an

im
ated

 d
u

rin
g a b

attle in
w

h
ich

 
th

e 
kyto

n
 

co
n

trollin
g 

it 
w

as 
slain

 
w

ith
 

a 
cu

rsed
h

am
m

er…
 its life essen

ce th
en

 p
assin

g into
 th

e ch
ain itself.”

T
h

e statu
e o

f th
e screa

m
in

g m
an

.
T

h
e statu

e lo
o

ked
 like it w

as ab
o

u
t to m

a
ke so

m
e an

gry
p

ro
clam

atio
n

. T
h

e scu
lp

to
r h

ad
 cap

tu
red

 th
e essen

ce o
f fu

ry
m

agn
ificen

tly; th
e ch

iseled
 ten

sio
n

 lin
es arou

nd
 th

e n
eck an

d
fo

reh
ead

 
alo

n
e 

m
u

st 
h

ave 
taken

 
m

an
y 

lo
n

g 
m

o
n

th
s 

to
 

get
co

rrect. F
in

e cracks ran
 o

ver th
e en

tire statu
e.

Y
van

a’s co
m

m
en

tary: “T
h

is statu
e is b

elieved
 to

 b
e th

e
fin

al fate o
f th

e E
th

erserian
 so

rcerer G
an

gro
igh

yd
o

n
. A

ttacked
b

y a co
n

clave o
f rival so

rcerers at th
e h

eigh
t o

f h
is d

ream
m

ad
n

ess, h
e w

as im
p

riso
n

ed
 w

ith
 a sp

ell th
at tu

rn
ed

 his flesh
in

to ston
e. G

an
gro

igh
yd

o
n

 is said
 to h

ave b
een

 fro
zen

 w
ith

 a
fin

al, aw
fu

l cu
rse still u

po
n

 h
is lips, a cu

rse so
 terrible th

at it
w

a
s never m

e
an

t to
 b

e sp
o

ken
 b

y th
e lip

s o
f a livin

g m
an

.”
“It is said

 th
at th

e fu
ry o

f th
e cu

rse w
as en

o
u

gh
 to

 b
lister th

e
flesh

 fro
m

 th
e b

o
n

es o
f tho

se th
at h

eard
 it, an

d th
at it cou

ld even
sh

atter th
e ston

es th
em

selve
s.”

C
uriosity S

hop
231

strike m
uch fear into m

y heart. V
rischika held it up for m

e.
“T

h
is w

as fo
u

n
d

 in
 a w

ell-trap
p

ed
 stron

gb
o

x sun
k d

eep
 b

en
eath

th
e su

rface o
f S

igil. It w
as p

art o
f a sm

all h
o

rd
e o

f treasu
re an

d
fo

rb
id

d
en m

agical texts, th
o

u
gh

 I d
on

’t kno
w

 w
h

at it’s fo
r. If

yo
u

 like it, it’s on
ly n

in
ety-n

in
e co

p
p

er co
in

s.” If tales o
f th

e
Lad

y o
f P

ain
 w

ere tru
e, w

o
rsh

ip
p

in
g even

 so
 h

arm
less a rep

lica
o

f h
er co

u
ld

 b
e fatal. O

n
e exp

erien
ce o

f b
ein

g m
azed

 h
ad

 b
een

en
o

u
gh

 fo
r m

e; I w
asn

’t in
terested

 in
 testin

g h
er again

.
I left th

e sh
o

p, alth
ou

gh
 I kn

ew
 I w

o
u

ld
 b

e b
ack later, to

exa
m

in
e th

e sale ite
m

s a
gain

.
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0

C
ur

io
si

ty
 S

ho
p

A
 s

ta
in

ed
, g

ro
un

d 
gl

as
s 

le
ns

 th
e 

w
id

th
 o

f 
m

y 
ha

nd
, h

el
d 

in
 a

br
us

he
d 

st
ee

l 
ri

ng
. 

A
 s

m
al

l, 
ge

ar
ed

 p
ro

tr
us

io
n 

co
m

in
g 

of
f 

th
e

ri
ng

 m
ad

e 
it

 l
oo

k 
as

 i
f 

th
e 

le
ns

 s
ho

ul
d 

at
ta

ch
 t

o 
so

m
e 

so
rt

 o
f

cl
oc

kw
or

k 
m

ac
hi

ne
, 

an
d 

it 
sm

el
le

d 
fa

in
tl

y 
of

 
a 

ho
rr

ib
le

pe
rf

um
e.

 V
ri

sc
h

ik
a 

h
el

d
 i

t 
up

 f
o

r 
m

e.
 “

I'v
e 

n
o

 i
d

ea
 w

h
at

 t
h

is
re

al
ly

 i
s,

 b
u

t 
it 

ra
d

ia
te

s 
fa

ir
ly

 p
o

w
e

rf
u

l 
m

a
gi

c.
 A

n
 o

ld
 s

o
ld

ie
r

n
am

ed
 

G
h

ys
is

 
b

ro
u

gh
t 

it 
up

 
to

 
m

e 
fr

o
m

 
a 

Lo
w

er
 

P
la

n
e

b
at

tle
fie

ld
 —

 h
e'

d
 m

u
rd

er
ed

 h
is

 o
w

n
 m

en
 in

 o
rd

er
 t

o
 e

sc
ap

e 
hi

s
to

u
r 

o
f 

d
u

ty
 t

h
er

e,
 a

n
d 

b
ro

u
gh

t 
m

e 
a 

n
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
in

te
re

st
in

g 
ite

m
s

h
e'

d
 c

o
lle

ct
ed

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
co

u
rs

e 
o

f 
th

e 
ca

m
p

ai
gn

. 
I'v

e 
ke

p
t 

it
m

o
st

ly
 a

s 
a 

co
n

ve
rs

at
io

n
 p

ie
ce

, 
th

ou
gh

 y
o

u
 m

a
y 

h
av

e 
it 

fo
r 

o
n

e
h

u
nd

re
d

 a
n

d
 f

o
rt

y-
n

in
e 

co
pp

er
 c

o
in

s,
 i

f 
yo

u
'd

 l
ik

e.
” 

U
se

le
ss

w
ith

o
u

t 
th

e 
re

st
 o

f t
h

e 
m

ac
h

in
e,

 I
 ju

d
ge

d
.

A
 r

in
g 

in
 a

 s
m

al
l, 

p
ad

d
ed

 c
as

e.
 V

ris
ch

ik
a 

h
el

d
 it

 u
p

 s
o 

th
at

 I
co

u
ld

 s
ee

 i
t 

m
o

re
 c

lo
se

ly
. 

“T
h

is
 i

s 
Y

ev
ra

h
’s

 R
in

g 
o

f 
A

lm
o

st
In

vi
si

b
ili

ty
. 

It
 m

ak
es

 i
ts

 w
ea

re
r 

in
vi

si
b

le
 —

 w
el

l, 
al

m
o

st
. 

I 
w

ill
p

ar
t 

w
ith

 i
t 

fo
r 

th
e 

m
ea

ge
r 

su
m

 o
f 

th
re

e 
h

u
n

d
re

d
 a

nd
 f

o
rt

y-
n

in
e

co
p

p
er

 c
o

m
m

o
n

s.
” 

A
lm

o
st

 in
vi

si
b

le
 —

 I
 w

as
 s

u
re

 A
n

n
ah

 c
o

u
ld

ac
h

ie
ve

 t
h

at
 o

n
 h

er
 o

w
n

, 
w

ith
 in

au
d

ib
ili

ty
 a

s 
w

el
l.

A
n

 o
d

d
ly

 s
h

ap
ed

 d
ag

ge
r 

p
re

se
n

te
d

 o
n

 a
n 

o
rn

am
en

ta
l d

is
p

la
y

ra
ck

. 
A

 
p

la
ca

rd
 

b
en

ea
th

 
th

e 
ra

ck
 

re
ad

 
‘S

w
o

rd
 

o
f 

W
'h

yn
n

.’
V

ri
sc

h
ik

a 
ta

pp
ed

 
its

 
p

o
m

m
el

 
w

ith
 

h
er

 
fin

ge
rt

ip
. 

“I
t’s

 
al

so
kn

o
w

n
 a

s 
th

e 
C

h
ea

te
r’

s 
B

la
d

e.
 M

er
el

y 
h

o
ld

in
g 

it 
al

o
ft 

w
ill

 w
in

yo
u

 t
h

e 
ga

m
e.

 I
f 

yo
u

’re
 c

er
ta

in
 y

o
u

'd
 l

ik
e 

it,
 I

 c
an

 p
la

ce
 i

t 
in

yo
u

r 
h

an
d

s 
fo

r 
fif

te
en

 h
u

n
d

re
d

 c
o

pp
er

 c
o

m
m

o
n

s.
”

“W
in

 m
e 

th
e…

 w
h

at
 d

o
 y

o
u

 m
ea

n
?

”
V

ris
ch

ik
a 

n
ar

ro
w

ed
 h

er
 y

el
lo

w
 e

ye
s 

at
 m

e.
 “

O
h

, 
co

m
e 

n
o

w
.

Y
o

u
 k

no
w

 e
xa

ct
ly

 w
h

at
 I

 m
e

an
. 

B
u

y 
th

e 
C

h
ea

te
r’s

 B
la

d
e,

 y
o

u
b

ea
t 

th
e 

ga
m

e.
 

It’
s 

th
at

 
si

m
p

le
…

 
fo

r 
o

n
ly

 
fif

te
en

 
h

u
n

dr
ed

co
p

p
er

 c
o

m
m

o
n

s.
 D

o
 y

o
u

 w
an

t 
it,

 o
r 

n
o

?”
 I

 s
til

l 
w

as
n

’t 
su

re
w

h
at

 s
h

e 
m

ea
n

t,
 b

u
t 

I 
d

ec
lin

ed
. 

A
fte

r 
al

l, 
w

h
at

 c
h

al
le

n
ge

 o
r 

fu
n

w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

le
ft 

to
 a

n
y 

ga
m

e 
th

at
 c

o
u

ld
 b

e 
w

o
n

 s
o 

ea
si

ly
?

A
 la

rg
e 

p
e

w
te

r 
al

e 
st

ei
n

 c
o

ve
re

d
 in

 s
tr

an
ge

 r
u

n
es

. 
V

ris
ch

ik
a

h
el

d
 i

t 
up

 f
o

r 
m

e 
to

 s
ee

 m
o

re
 c

lo
se

ly
. 

“A
n

 a
le

 m
u

g 
o

f 
u

n
u

su
al

m
an

u
fa

ct
u

re
, 

w
h

ic
h

 k
ee

p
s 

its
 c

o
n

te
n

ts
 —

 u
su

al
ly

 b
ee

r,
 o

f 
co

u
rs

e
—

 ic
y 

co
ld

 w
h

at
e

ve
r 

th
e 

su
rr

o
un

d
in

g 
te

m
p

er
at

u
re

. 
T

w
o

 h
u

nd
re

d
an

d
 n

in
et

y-
n

in
e 

co
pp

er
 c

o
m

m
o

n
s,

 a
n

d 
yo

u
'll

 e
n

jo
y 

th
e 

fr
o

st
ie

st
al

e 
yo

u
'v

e 
e

ve
r 

h
ad

 o
ut

si
d

e 
th

e 
p

ar
ap

la
n

e 
o

f 
Ic

e.
” 

I 
h

ad
 m

et
 a

m
ag

el
in

g 
at

 a
 c

a
fé

 in
 t

h
is

 w
ar

d
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 s
u

ch
 a

 m
u

g.
A

 d
o

ll.
 T

h
e 

ye
ar

s 
h

ad
 n

ot
 b

ee
n 

ki
n

d
 t

o
 t

h
is

 t
in

y 
ra

g 
d

o
ll;

 i
t

w
a

s 
co

m
in

g 
ap

ar
t 

at
 t

h
e 

se
am

s,
 a

n
d

 i
t 

lo
o

ke
d

 l
ik

e 
its

 t
h

re
ad

s
w

er
e 

u
n

ra
ve

lin
g.

 I
t 

w
as

 o
b

vi
o

u
sl

y 
in

te
n

d
ed

 t
o 

b
e 

a 
re

p
lic

a 
o

f 
th

e
La

d
y 

o
f 

P
ai

n
, 

b
u

t 
th

e 
b

u
tto

n 
ey

e
s 

an
d

 i
ts

 p
lu

sh
 s

o
ftn

es
s 

d
id

n
’t

A
rt

 A
nd

 C
ur

io
 G

al
le

ri
a

22
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T
h

e 
p

ai
n

tin
g 

‘O
ut

la
n

d 
R

ai
d

er
s.

’
T

al
l, 

b
la

ck
 c

lif
fs

 a
ga

in
st

 a
 b

lo
od

-r
ed

 s
ky

. 
T

h
er

e 
lo

o
ke

d
 t

o
 b

e
fig

u
re

s 
h

id
in

g 
am

o
n

gs
t 

th
e 

cr
ag

s 
o

f 
th

e 
cl

iff
s 

b
u

t,
 w

h
en

ev
er

 I
sq

u
in

te
d

 a
t 

th
e 

p
ai

n
tin

g 
to

 t
ry

 a
n

d
 m

ak
e 

th
e

m
 o

u
t,

 t
h

e 
im

a
ge

s
fa

d
ed

 in
to

 n
o

th
in

g.
Y

va
n

a’
s 

co
m

m
en

ta
ry

: 
“A

n
 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

p
ie

ce
, 

ye
s?

 
T

h
e

p
ai

n
te

r 
m

an
ag

ed
 a

 m
o

st
 i

n
te

re
st

in
g 

ef
fe

ct
 w

ith
 t

h
e 

fo
rm

s 
in

 t
h

e
cl

iff
’s

 s
h

ad
o

w
s.

 T
h

e 
w

o
m

an
 w

h
o

 b
ro

u
gh

t 
m

e 
th

is
 p

ie
ce

 t
o

ld
 m

e
sh

e 
fo

u
n

d 
it 

in
 

an
 

ab
an

do
n

ed
 

ca
m

p
 

o
n

 
th

e 
O

u
tla

nd
s…

 
th

e
o

ri
gi

n
al

 p
ai

n
te

r 
w

as
 n

ev
er

 f
o

u
n

d.
 P

re
su

m
ab

ly
, 

th
e

y 
w

er
e 

sl
ai

n
b

y 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

ra
id

er
s 

w
h

o
se

 im
ag

e 
th

e
y 

ca
p

tu
re

d
 in

 t
h

e 
p

ai
n

tin
g.

”
T

h
e 

p
ai

n
tin

g 
‘T

h
e 

F
o

lly
 o

f U
d

o
.’

A
 d

ar
k 

ci
ty

sc
ap

e,
 a

 f
ar

-a
w

a
y 

vi
ew

 o
f 

so
m

e 
gi

an
t 

ce
n

te
r 

o
f

ci
vi

liz
at

io
n

 b
ei

n
g 

b
u

rn
ed

 t
o

 t
h

e 
gr

o
un

d.
 T

h
e 

st
re

et
s 

o
f 

th
e 

p
la

ce
w

er
e 

e
m

p
ty

, 
h

o
w

ev
er

, 
ab

se
n

t 
o

f 
so

ld
ie

rs
, 

re
fu

ge
es

, 
an

d
 e

ve
n

co
rp

se
s.

Y
va

n
a’

s 
co

m
m

en
ta

ry
: 

“T
h

is
 p

ai
n

tin
g 

ill
u

st
ra

te
s 

o
n

e 
o

f 
th

e
le

ge
n

d
s 

o
f 

th
e 

P
ri

m
e 

w
o

rld
 G

o
h

a.
 U

do
 w

as
 a

 w
iz

ar
d

-k
in

g 
o

f
su

ch
 s

ki
ll 

an
d

 p
o

w
er

 t
h

at
 h

e 
se

t 
to

 c
as

tin
g 

a 
sp

el
l 

th
at

 w
o

u
ld

tu
rn

 h
im

se
lf 

in
to

 a
 P

o
w

er
, 

an
d

 th
e 

p
eo

p
le

 o
f h

is
 g

re
at

 n
at

io
n 

in
to

d
iv

in
e 

se
rv

an
ts

. 
W

ith
 t

h
e 

sp
el

l’s
 c

o
m

p
le

tio
n,

 l
ig

h
tn

in
g 

cr
as

h
ed

d
o

w
n

 a
ro

un
d 

U
d

o
’s

 p
al

ac
e 

se
tti

n
g 

it 
ab

la
ze

 a
n

d,
 b

ef
o

re
 t

h
e

th
un

d
er

 h
ad

 d
ie

d
 a

w
a

y,
 t

h
e 

ci
ty

 w
a

s 
e

m
p

ty
…

 n
o

t 
a 

liv
in

g 
th

in
g

to
 b

e 
fo

un
d.

 O
ve

r 
se

ve
n

ty
-t

h
o

u
sa

n
d

 p
eo

p
le

 v
an

is
h

ed
, 

w
ith

o
u

t 
a

tr
ac

e,
 i

n
 a

 h
ea

rt
-b

ea
t.

 N
o

 o
n

e 
kn

o
w

s 
th

e 
fa

te
 o

f 
U

d
o

 o
r 

h
is

p
eo

p
le

.”
T

h
e 

p
ai

n
tin

g 
‘M

o
m

en
t’s

 
G

la
n

ce
 

fr
o

m
 

th
e 

W
al

ls
 

o
f

M
o

ch
'c

h
m

a.
’

A
n

 a
b

st
ra

ct
 w

o
rk

 o
f 

gr
e

en
s 

an
d

 p
ur

pl
es

, 
w

h
ic

h
 w

ri
th

ed
 a

n
d

rip
p

le
d

 a
s 

it 
w

as
 w

at
ch

ed
.

Y
va

n
a’

s 
co

m
m

en
ta

ry
: 

“M
o

ch
'c

h
m

a 
is

 a
 g

ith
ze

ra
i 

fo
rt

re
ss

w
h

ic
h

 f
lo

at
s 

in
 t

h
e 

P
la

n
e 

o
f 

Li
m

b
o

. 
T

h
e 

M
o

m
en

t’s
 G

la
n

ce
 w

as
p

ai
n

te
d

 b
y 

th
e 

ch
ao

s-
sc

h
o

la
r 

D
y,

 w
h

o
 r

em
e

m
b

er
s 

e
ve

ry
th

in
g

sh
e 

se
es

 
w

ith
 

p
er

fe
ct

 
cl

ar
ity

 
w

h
en

 
sh

e 
is

 
n

ot
 

st
ric

ke
n

 
w

ith
m

ad
n

es
s.

”
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C

uriosity S
hop

C
U

R
IO

S
IT

Y
 S

H
O

P

W
e left the galleria. F

rom
 the doorw

ay, I saw
 steps a short

distance aw
ay leading up to a sm

all building. F
all-F

rom
-G

race
told m

e it w
as the C

uriosity S
hop, although she had never been

inside.
A

s w
e clim

bed the steps, F
all-F

rom
-G

race asked M
orte a

question.
“M

o
rte, I m

u
st co

n
fess, I am

 cu
rio

u
s as to

 h
o

w
 yo

u
 b

eca
m

e
a flo

atin
g sku

ll.”
“It’s a lo

n
g sto

ry in
vo

lvin
g th

e H
ead

 o
f V

ecn
a. I d

on
’t w

an
t

to
 talk ab

ou
t it.”

“T
h

at w
as yo

u
?”

“C
o

u
ld w

e please ch
an

ge th
e su

b
ject?”

A
s I en

tered
, I saw

 o
n

ly a sin
gle p

erso
n

, w
h

o
 I too

k to
 b

e a
cu

sto
m

er. T
h

en
 I sa

w
 h

e w
a

s n
o

t exam
in

in
g th

e o
b

ject h
e w

as
h

o
ld

in
g, b

u
t clean

in
g it. H

is statu
s as w

o
rker w

as co
n

firm
ed

w
h

en
 a fe

m
ale vo

ice called
 o

u
t fro

m
 th

e b
ack, “S

tan
d

ish
! B

reak
th

at an
d I'll b

e sellin
g yo

u
r tan

n
ed

 h
id

e!”
A

s I lo
o

ked
 ab

o
ut fo

r a fe
w

 m
in

u
tes, I also

 w
atch

ed
 th

is
d

o
w

n
trod

d
en

 
little 

m
an

 
scu

rry 
ab

o
u

t 
th

e 
C

u
rio

sity 
S

h
o

p
,

d
u

stin
g, catalo

gu
in

g, and
 m

o
vin

g th
in

gs ab
o

u
t fo

r th
e p

l
ace’s

p
rop

rietress. I no
ticed

 h
e sm

elled
 fain

tly o
f o

n
io

n
s. H

e glan
ced

u
p

 at m
e n

ervo
u

sly as I ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 h

im
.

“P
lease, sir…

 I cann
o

t sp
eak w

ith
 yo

u
. I've w

o
rk to

 d
o

, and
m

y m
istress sim

p
ly w

o
n

’t allo
w

 it…
” I said

 I ju
st h

ad
 a fe

w
q

u
estion

s.
“I'm

 so
rry sir, b

u
t I can

’t. P
lease, leave m

e b
e, b

efo
re m

y
m

istre
ss n

o
tices m

e talkin
g to

 yo
u

…
” I q

u
estio

n
ed w

h
at h

e
m

ean
t b

y h
is m

istress.
“Y

es…
 M

istress V
risch

ika. I am
 S

tan
d

ish
, h

er servan
t…

 h
er

slave. I co
m

m
itted

 a crim
e an

d
 w

as sen
ten

ced
 to

 slavery, th
en

p
u

rch
ased

 in
 th

e Lo
w

er W
ard

, like m
an

y o
f h

er slave
s…

 m
o

st
o

f w
h

o
m

 sh
e keep

s at h
er m

an
o

r. N
o

w
 p

lease —
 I b

eg o
f yo

u
!

Lea
ve 

m
e 

b
e, 

o
r 

sh
e'll 

b
eco

m
e 

an
gered

 
an

d
 

b
eat 

m
e

u
n

m
ercifu

lly!”
B

y th
is tim

e h
is m

istress h
ad

 co
m

e to
 th

e fro
n

t o
f th

e sho
p

.
T

h
e sh

arp
-featu

red
 w

o
m

an
’s ap

p
earan

ce w
a

s attractive th
o

u
gh

so
m

e
w

h
at 

d
istu

rb
in

g, 
w

ith
 

h
er 

b
lue-b

lack 
skin

 
an

d 
b

right

C
uriosity S

hop
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A
 tw

isted little im
p-like creature, sculpted out of pure, m

ilk
ch

o
co

late. “It lo
o

ks d
elicio

u
s, do

es it n
o

t? Im
p

o
rted

 fro
m

 th
e

Lo
w

er P
lan

es. T
h

ese are rare, yo
u

 kn
o

w
, an

d
 q

uite p
rized b

y
lo

vers 
o

f 
ch

o
co

late 
an

d 
co

n
fectio

n
s. 

It’s 
a 

real 
q

u
asit 

—
 

a
fien

d
ish

 fa
m

iliar —
 p

o
lym

o
rp

h
ed

 in
to ch

o
colate b

y p
o

w
erfu

l
so

rcery. It’s o
n

ly o
n

e hu
nd

red
 an

d
 n

in
ety-n

in
e cop

p
ers.” E

xcep
t

fo
r an

 u
n

likely en
co

u
n

ter w
ith

 a cho
co

late con
no

isseu
r w

h
o

h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 also
 p

o
ssess in

fo
rm

atio
n

 I m
u

st h
ave, I saw

 n
o

 u
se

fo
r th

is.
A

 rath
er u

n
assu

m
in

g b
o

o
k h

eld clo
sed

 b
y a tin

y b
rass lo

ck.
“T

h
at,” co

o
ed

 V
risch

ika, “is th
e C

o
d

ex o
f th

e In
co

n
ceivab

le. I'll
o

n
ly sa

y th
at it’s ju

st…
 ju

st…
 w

ell, I can
 no

t exp
lain

 it. M
ere

w
o

rd
s sim

p
ly w

o
n

’t su
ffice

! Y
o

u
 can

 o
w

n
 it yo

u
rself fo

r a m
ere

o
n

e th
ou

san
d

 co
pp

er co
m

m
o

n
s…

 an
d

 b
elieve m

e: it is w
ell

w
o

rth
 it.” C

u
rio

u
s, I u

n
lo

cked
 th

e bo
o

k's b
in

d
in

gs an
d

 o
p

en
ed

it. A
s I glan

ced
 o

ver th
e to

m
e's co

n
ten

ts, m
y ja

w
 d

ro
p

p
ed. I

sto
o

d, sp
ellb

ou
nd

, flipp
in

g th
rou

gh
 th

e p
ages.
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h

at w
as…
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at…

 I…
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n
ten

ts w
ere sim

p
ly to

o
 m

u
ch

to
 b

e d
escrib

ed
 —

 m
ere w

o
rd

s see
m

ed
 p

o
w

erless to
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e
w

o
n

d
ers it h

eld
. M

o
rte w
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rio

u
s as w

ell.
“W

h
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at’s in
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“I d

o
n
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o

w
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h
at to

 say, M
o

rte…
”

“
W

H
A

T? Y
o

u
’ve go
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 b

e kid
din

g m
e, righ
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o
n
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m

m
e

see it!” M
o

rte flo
ated
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ver m

y sh
o

u
ld

er to
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in
e th

e C
o

d
ex’s

co
n

ten
ts. H

is eye
s n

early p
o

p
p

ed
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m
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eir so
ckets as th

e
y
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n

ed
 th

e p
ages. “O

o
o

. O
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oo
o

o
. O

h
, I…

 b
ut…

 w
o

w
.”
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r 
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m

en
t, 
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o
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w

n
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th

e
C

o
d

ex, b
efo
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d
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u
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m
e a

w
a

y.
A
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e
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h

ese w
ere

co
llected

 fro
m

 a d
eva w
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o
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red

 d
u
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ar
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. T

h
e fien
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en
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p

riso
n

ed
 an
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r eon
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b

efo
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 —
 th
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all b

o
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ld
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e sh

ed
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h
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d
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 m
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 b
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u
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d
 b
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o
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h
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m
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ein
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w
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f d
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u
rd

ers b
efo

re sh
e co

u
ld

 u
se it. I'd

ch
arge yo

u
 o

n
ly tw

o
 h

u
nd
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 b
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 t
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e 

ab
ili

ty
 o

f
sp

ee
ch

, 
ev

en
 if

 t
h

er
e 

w
as

 
n

o
n

e 
b

ef
o

re
. 

I'm
 s

el
lin

g 
th

is
 o

dd
ity

 f
o

r
o

n
ly

 s
ix

ty
-s

ix
 c
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 c
o

u
ld

 b
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 p
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d

is
ap

p
ea

r 
th
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as
e,

 e
n

jo
y 

yo
u

r 
n

ew
es

t 
a
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h
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 f
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e.

 S
m

ea
re

d
 o

n
to

th
e 

su
rf

ac
e 

o
f 

an
y 

b
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g 
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n
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n
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d
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g 
h
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w
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y 
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m
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h
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e 
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o
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r 
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d
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n
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u
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 p
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l, 
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b
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re
 w

ith
 h
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e
ye
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h
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w

o
 a

rm
s,

 t
w

o
fo

ld
in

g 
w
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 c
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 d
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h
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it 
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 c
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 p
ri

ce
, 

I 
h

ad
 t

o
 h
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e 
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el
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ki

n
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 d
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s 

co
m
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I 
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h
e 
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m
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h
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 m
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 c
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lin
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 s
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o
m

e
so
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m
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n

st
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ra

p
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ed
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h
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h
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u
r 
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r’s
 p
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lin
g

u
p

 l
ik

e 
th
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u
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 l
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e 
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t’s
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n
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n
e 
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n
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en
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in
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 c
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 d
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o
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b
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 m
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u
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e.
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h
ou
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d
s 

o
f 
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e

w
lin
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o
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s
w

en
t 

in
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 t
h

e 
m

a
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n
g 

o
f 

th
e 
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u

ff.
” 

I 
w

o
n
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ed
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w

h
at
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h
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w

a
s 
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al
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 t
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u
t 
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h
in

g 
w
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 p
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f 
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o

ri
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n
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n
th
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w
er

 P
la
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e 
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 m
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l p
ai

r 
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e 
w

in
gs
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 f
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 t
o 
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w

el
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at
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 d
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b

o
d
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d
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p
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g 
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u
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ce
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w
h
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o
u

 c
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ru
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as
u
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o
u
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h
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 d
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u
r 

vi
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u
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t 
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h
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ra
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 t
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.
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re
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p
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 b
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 m
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 m
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h
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o
u

 d
es

ire
?”

 I
 i

nd
ic

at
ed

 I
 o

n
ly

 w
an

te
d

 t
h

e
an

sw
er

s 
to

 s
o

m
e 

q
u

es
tio

n
s.

“I
'll

 e
n

te
rt

ai
n

 a
n

y 
q

u
es

tio
n

s 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

m
er

ch
an

d
is

e,
 b

u
t 

I'm
n

o
t 

go
in

g 
to

 
b

e 
d

ra
w

n
 

in
to

 
on

e 
o

f 
yo

u
r 

fa
m

o
u

s 
tw

en
ty

-
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questions-about-anything-around-the-spire, understood?” I w
as

cu
rio

u
s, an

d I saw
 n

o
 reaso

n
 to

 w
aste p

o
liten

ess on
 h

er.
“W

h
at are yo

u
, V

risch
ika?” V

risch
ika sigh

ed
 lo

ud
ly.

“A
n

 alu
-fien

d
…

 a h
alf-d

e
m

o
n

. M
y m

o
th

er w
as tan

ar’ri, a
fien

d
, 

an
d

 
m

y 
fath

er 
a 

great 
kin

g 
o

f 
m

o
rtals. 

S
u

ch
 

a 
rud

e
q

u
estion

…
 b

u
t th

en, yo
u

’re rath
er rud

e-loo
kin

g yo
u

rself, aren
’t

yo
u

?”
“W

h
at d

id
 yo

u
 m

ean
 b

y callin
g M

o
rte ‘p

revaricatin
g?’ ”

P
revaricatin

g…
 

m
isrep

resen
tin

g, 
p

erju
rin

g, 
d

issim
u

latin
g,

lying…
 o

h, d
id

 I say th
at? I'd

 m
ean

t a flo
atin

g, d
isem

b
o

d
ied,

pontificating sku
ll. A

s in
 d

o
gm

atic —
 alw

a
ys statin

g an
 o

pin
io

n
in

 a self-im
p

o
rtan

t m
an

n
er.” V

risch
ika sm

iled
 in

n
o

cen
tly.

In
 m

y h
eart, I tru

sted
 F

all-F
ro

m
-G

ra
ce w

ith
o

u
t h

esitation
 o

r
q

u
estion

. In
tellectu

ally, h
o

w
ever u

n
reliab

le a so
u

rce V
risch

ika
w

a
s, I n

eed
ed

 to
 listen an

d co
n

sid
er w

h
at sh

e said
.

“Y
o

u
 

an
d 

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race 

see
m

 
to

 
care 

little 
fo

r 
o

n
e

an
o

th
er…

”
“O

h
, th

at b
aatezu

 cam
p

 fo
llo

w
er w

h
o

se m
ad

e h
er h

o
m

e in
S

igil? C
u

riou
s, n

o
? B

u
t th

en
, w

h
at b

etter a p
lace to

 train
 h

er
agen

ts th
an

 th
at little ‘b

ro
th

el’ o
f h

ers…
”

“B
aatezu

 ca
m

p
 fo

llo
w

er?”
“E

ver sin
ce h

er m
o

th
er so

ld
 h

er in
to

 slavery, sh
e h

as b
een

 a
p

layth
in

g o
f th

e P
lan

es fo
r m

an
y a cen

tu
ry. S

h
e claim

s th
at sh

e
w

a
s ab

le to
 free h

erself fro
m

 h
er ch

ain
s, bu

t yo
u

 m
a

y give th
at

w
o

rd
 as m

u
ch

 cred
en

ce as yo
u

 w
o

u
ld

 give th
e w

o
rd

 o
f an

y o
th

er
tan

ar’ri 
b

itch
.” 

S
h

e 
sm

iled
 

sligh
tly. 

“M
yself 

exclu
d

ed
, 

o
f

co
u

rse.” F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race sp

o
ke u

p
.

“It is th
e tru

th —
”

“T
ru

th
?! 

T
ruth?! 

O
n

e 
d

o
es 

n
o

t 
‘w

in
 

free’ 
o

f 
b

aate
zu

co
n

tracts, b
itch

 clo
aked

 in
 hu

m
an

 skin
. Y

o
u sp

eak lies, an
d

 all
th

e tan
ar’ri h

o
rd

es kn
o

w
 it, fro

m
 th

e lo
w

est legio
n

s to
 th

e o
th

er
co

m
fo

rt-su
cklin

g su
ccu

b
i as th

ey cavo
rt acro

ss th
e p

lan
es. ‘F

all-
F

ro
m

-G
race w

as b
u

t a b
aatezu

 slave fro
m

 th
e m

o
m

en
t sh

e w
as

b
o

rn
, and

 so sh
all sh

e 
alw

ays b
e.’ Y

ou
 still are an

 in
d

en
tu

red
p

layth
in

g o
f th

e b
aatezu

, to b
e to

rtured
 and

 co
m

m
an

d
ed

 as th
ey

see fit.” V
risch

ika sn
eered

. “Y
ou

 even
 

behave as th
ey d

o
.”

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race h

ad
 regain

ed
 h

er eq
u

anim
ity, an

d
 calm

ly
resp

o
nd

ed
.

“O
n

e m
a

y w
in

 fre
e o

f b
aatezu

 co
n

tracts if o
n

e is w
ary o

f th
e

w
o

rd
in

g, an
d

 if o
n

e realizes th
at th

e b
aatezu

 are b
eho

ld
en to

keep
 th

eir o
w

n
 w

o
rd

. O
n

e m
u

st sim
p

ly b
ew

are o
f an

y m
ean

in
gs

th
at m

a
y b

e tw
isted

 to
 th

eir en
d

s…
 an

d
 I am

 
w

ell versed in

C
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language 
and 

its 
subtleties. 

E
ven 

so, 
it 

w
as 

not 
an 

easy
m

atter…
”

“E
n

o
u

gh
!” V

rischika reto
rted

, “I do n
ot care to

 h
ear yo

u
sp

eak yo
u

r lies in
 m

y p
resen

ce
!”

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race 

m
ain

tain
ed

 h
er 

fla
w

less 
co

m
p

o
su

re 
an

d
sim

p
ly n

o
d

d
ed

…
 tho

u
gh

 w
h

en
 I cau

gh
t h

er eye, sh
e gave m

e a
sligh

tly e
xasp

erated
 lo

o
k, th

en sm
iled

. I tu
rn

ed
 b

ack to
 

th
e

sh
o

p
keep

er.
“W

h
at 

w
as 

it 
yo

u
 

said
 

abo
u

t 
h

er 
train

in
g 

agen
ts,

V
risch

ika?”
W

ith
 a q

u
ick glan

ce at m
y co

m
p

an
io

n
, sh

e rep
lied

, “Y
es…

th
ey are h

er e
yes an

d
 ears in

 th
e city o

f S
igil an

d
 acro

ss th
e

P
lan

es. W
h

at th
ey d

o
 no

t see o
r h

ear th
ey m

a
y co

erce fro
m

an
o

th
er m

an
 th

at h
as seen

 an
d

 h
eard

. A
n

d
 w

h
o co

u
ld

 th
in

k
h

u
m

an
s cap

ab
le o

f su
ch

 d
ecep

tio
n

 an
d

 trickery? O
h

, G
race is

in
d

eed
 a clever o

n
e. N

o
t as clever as h

er m
o

th
er, p

erh
ap

s, bu
t

clever n
o

n
eth

eless…
” F

all-F
ro

m
-G

r
ace a

gain
 felt co

m
p

elled
 to

co
u

n
ter.

“T
h

at is n
o

t th
e pu

rpo
se o

f m
y estab

lish
m

en
t…

” V
risch

ika
o

verro
d

e h
er.

“O
h

, bu
t o

f course no
t! D

id
 I d

are su
ggest su

ch
 a th

in
g? B

u
t

p
erh

ap
s yo

u
 sho

u
ld

 let th
e m

an
 ju

d
ge fo

r h
im

self.” V
risch

ika
tu

rn
ed to m

e, e
yes b

lazin
g. “D

o
 yo

u
 n

o
t w

o
n

d
er, little m

an
?

D
o

es th
e m

ep
h

it o
f reaso

n
 and

 cu
rio

sity ever en
ter yo

u
r m

in
d

 as
to

 th
is m

atter? D
o

es n
o

t th
e arran

gem
en

t at th
e b

roth
el seem

strange to
 yo

u
?” V

risch
ika w

en
t o

n b
efo

re I co
u

ld
 an

sw
er.

“O
cca

m
’s razo

r can
 leave a scar, b

u
t it can rem

o
ve th

e
can

cer so
 o

ften
 cau

sed
 b

y p
o

ison
 o

f liars and
 im

agin
ers. A

n
d

n
o

w
 h

ere sh
e is, travelin

g w
ith

 yo
u

. M
o

st cu
riou

s. W
h

y w
o

u
ld

so
m

eo
n

e, a p
ro

p
rietress o

f su
ch

 an
 estab

lish
m

en
t, leave it fo

r
an

y 
re

aso
n

? 
A

n
d

 
fo

r 
a 

m
an

 
sh

e 
b

arely 
kn

o
w

s? 
Q

u
estio

n
s,

q
u

estion
s…

”
“T

h
e an

sw
ers m

a
y b

e p
ain

fu
l, ind

eed
.”

F
all-F

ro
m

-G
race said

, “H
e is w

ell a
w

are o
f w

h
y I agreed

 to
travel w

ith
 h

im
, V

risch
ika…

 w
h

en
 h

e asked
 m

e to
 d

o
 so

.”
“O

h
, 

I'm
 

certain
 

h
e 

d
id

 
ask…

 
w

h
at 

m
an

 
co

u
ld

 
resist?”

V
risch

ika sn
eered

 and
 loo

ked
 aw

a
y in

 d
isgu

st. I asked
 h

er abo
u

t
th

e sh
op

 itself, to get o
ff th

is to
p

ic.
“W

h
at yo

u
 see w

ith
in

 th
is sho

p is th
e resu

lt o
f m

u
ch

 trad
in

g
an

d
 travelin

g acro
ss th

e P
lan

es.” S
h

e m
ad

e a sw
eep

in
g gestu

re
o

f th
e sh

op
. “W

eap
o

n
s, ch

arm
s…

 an
d

 o
th

er 
specialty item

s are
fo

r 
sale 

h
ere, 

as 
w

ell…
 

everyth
in

g 
th

at 
is 

rare 
and

 
oh

-so
-

exq
u

isite fills th
is em

p
o

riu
m

. Y
o

u
r n

eed
s. I sate th

em
.”


